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Five candidates 
have been selected 
as potential 
r e p l a c e m e n t s 
For current  
superintendent david 

larson.

student band the Flaks 
are a group oF musicians 
whose punk and grunge 
inFluences may just 
be birmingham’s 

underground sound. 

100 juniors on may 
22 participated in 
challenge day. they 
created bonds with 
Fellow classmates 
that must be extended 
to the rest oF the 

school. 

the highlander looks 
back on the class oF 
2012 with senior 
quotes, a college map 
and a Farewell to the 
publication’s senior 

editors.

inside the highlander

See Page 2,
NewS 

See Page 6,
CommuNity

See Page 4,
oPiNioN

See Page 17,
SPortS

in lacrosse playoFFs 
birmingham united 
girls win, while the 
boys look to begin 
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the First. 
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**Editor’s Note: Names Have 
Been Changed
    It was just the first week, 
but the stakes were already 
high. On the way home from 
school, two students encoun-
tered rivals in their driveway. 
A standoff ensued for 45 min-
utes. Eventually, Bill Smith* 
made a break for it through 
the backyard with two mem-
bers of the other team in hot 
pursuit. One witness retold 
the wild chase under the con-
dition of anonymity.
   “They see Bill, about a block 
away, get onto a Pierce El-
ementary School Bus; just run 
on!” The student said. 
   The bus was dropping off 
children at the end of the 
school day. John Denison, 
a member of the rival team, 
followed the bus with a team-
mate in his car. After some 
time, the bus completed its 
route and returned to Pierce. 
He described what happened 
next.
   “Bill jumps off the bus and 
starts running towards the 
school. He is weaving in and 
out of kids and faculty mem-
bers and they’re all telling 
him to slow down and stop. 
He’s got guns a’blazing and 
he’s running into the school,” 
Denison said.  “It was a hor-
rific scene.”
   Denison and his teammate 
didn’t follow Smith into the 
building, but according to 
Denison, Smith explained 
that after knocking over an 
elementary-schooler on his 
way into the building, he 
had hidden in a corner of the 
school’s hallway. Smith, who 
did not realize school property 
had been declared off-limits, 
was discovered by a Pierce 
assistant principal who then 
escorted Smith to the office. 
Pierce administrators have 
denied repeated requests for a 
comment on the incident.
   After administrators took 
down Smith’s information 
and confiscated his water gun, 
Denison saw Smith inside 
Pierce and entered the build-
ing to investigate. He found 
Smith waiting inside to be 
picked up. Pierce’s assistant 
principal approached Smith 
and Denison, and asked them 
to wait outside.
   “She goes, ‘I know what this 
is. This is the senior water 
wars game. But what you did 
today was terrible,’” Denison 
said. “I was there, holding in 
my laughter.” 
   Forced to leave the sanctuary 
of the school, Denison’s team-
mate quickly shot Smith in the 
foot, officially rendering him 
out. They had one man down, 
and four to go.
   This was Water Wars 2012.
   With about $340 dollars per 
player at stake, the approxi-
mately 165 competitors in this 
year’s Water Wars took every 
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   It’s not an uncommon story: someone takes a risqué photo, 
and through an unfavorable chain of events, it ends up in the 
public eye. 
   But this time, the shutterbug was someone many Seaholm 
students are familiar with: Judge Wade McCree of the Detroit 
3rd Circuit Court. 
   McCree, whom is known for his inspirational speeches that 
he gives to high schoolers, was the guest speaker at Seaholm’s 
National Honors Society (NHS) Induction Ceremony in No-
vember 2011. 
   The guest speaker position at the NHS Ceremony is a position 
reserved for someone who represents honor in the communi-
ty. Yet with this recent development related to Judge McCree, 
some say he might not be living up to that standard. 
   His self-taken photo, which was discovered on one of his fe-
male court bailiff’s phone by her husband in mid-April, shows 
him shirtless, posing for the camera. The cut of the photo also 
implies that he may have neglected to wear pants. 
   When confronted by a television reporter, McCree admitted 
it was him in the photo. 
   “Hot dog,” McCree told WJBK Fox 2 News on April 23. “Yeah, 
that’s me.” 
   The Highlander staff attempted to contact McCree at his of-
fice to comment, but the calls were not returned in time for the 
press deadline. 
   On Friday April 27, McCree issued this statement, which was 
then published on the WJBK Fox 2 News website: “Clearly, 
I made an extremely serious error in judgment. I am embar-
rassed and truly sorry for my actions, which have hurt and 
caused great pain to my family. I apologize to my family, my 
professional associates, my friends and the citizens of Wayne 
County. I ask for forgiveness from all those I have disappointed 
and hurt as a result of my very serious mistake. I also ask for 
your prayers as my family and I work through this issue on a 
personal and professional level.”
   While his photo was not considered “sexting”, because noth-
ing of an inappropriate nature was showing, the husband of 
the bailiff to whom the photo was sent filed a formal complaint 
with the city. And if the court bailiff who received the photo 
decides to take legal charges, she can file charges for sexual ha-
rassment. 
   According to the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Com-

mission, sexual harassment is defined as “unwelcome sexual 
advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or physi-
cal harassment of a sexual nature... [Also] offensive remarks 
about a person’s sex.”
   It also states that, “[while] the law doesn’t prohibit simple 
teasing, offhand comments, or isolated incidents that are not 
very serious, harassment is illegal when it is so frequent or se-
vere that it creates a hostile or offensive work environment or 
when it results in an adverse employment decision.”
   In his NHS speech, McCree spoke about how the Seaholm 
students are honored to be allowed such a top-notch educa-
tion, and how our generation has more opportunity than the 
past ones. 
   David Bender, the president of NHS and the one that asked 
him to be the guest speaker, recalls the message McCree was 
trying to put across to students.
   “He was encouraging the message of working hard to get 
ahead rather than just hoping to get lucky,” Bender said.
   Yet after this latest incident, his reputation has changed. 
   Principal Dee Lancaster sees his mistake as a learning op-
portunity for students. 
   “Obviously it was a huge misstep in judgment on his part,” 
Lancaster said. “It’s a good reminder that you can never be too 
careful about what you share with other people, and where it 
may surface and come back to haunt you at a later point in 
time.” 
   Lancaster also said that someone in the public eye, like Mc-
Cree, has to be very careful about how they conduct themselves. 
   “You learn very quickly that when you’re in a public office or 
in a public position, that you have to be very careful about what 
you do,” Lancaster said. “The standard for [someone in public 
office] is a little different than the standard for the average per-
son. While it may not have been a big deal in his mind, I think 
that his supporters certainly think it’s a big deal. Otherwise, it 
wouldn’t have been all over the news.”
   According to NHS adviser Linda Wichers, McCree came with 
great recommendations as a speaker, yet if this incident had 
happened prior to the Induction Ceremony, he would not have 
been selected to be the speaker. 
   “This tarnishes his recommendation,” Wichers said. “It’s the 
wrong decorum for a judge.” 
   Wickers also thinks he should have recognized what he was 
doing, and rethought if it was really good idea. 
   “It was a total lapse in judgment,” Wichers said. “He should 
have known better.” 
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   Seaholm High School would 
have been ranked 12th on U.S. 
News & World Report’s list of 
Best High Schools in Michi-
gan, if only a few students had 
performed better on the Mich-
igan Merit Exam (MME).
  However because the U.S. 
News & World Report rank-
ing uses a complicated, multi- 
step formula requiring schools 
to satisfy three different cat-
egories or steps, schools like 
Seaholm, who did not pass 
step 1, were disqualified from 
ranking.  
   The ranking places a heavy 
emphasis on standardized test 
scores.  
   For Michigan schools, the in-
strument used was the MME.
   The state of Michigan stopped 
tying scholarship awards to 
individual MME scores for 
2009-2010 fiscal year.  As a 
result critics, including stu-
dents don’t approach the test 
as seriously.
   In a 2011 interview with the 
Seaholm Highlander one stu-
dent said: I [did] not take it 
too seriously because I can’t 
get scholarship money. I 
would take it more seriously if 
there was money offered with 
it.”
   Another student, then junior 
Jilly Bickley told the High-
lander in 2011 that she could 
not see the point in even tak-
ing the MME, compared to 
other standardized tests like 
the ACT.
“I [took] the ACT seriously, 
and I [put up] with the MME 
even though I think it’s kind 
of pointless,” Bickley said. “If 
colleges required or even just 
looked at MME scores, people 
would probably take it more 
seriously.”
      This year, however, that 
lack of interest in the MME 
appears to have impacted 
Seaholm’s U.S. News ranking.  
    Step 1 focused on identifying 
schools that performed better 
than average on state account-
ability tests, which in Michi-
gan is the MME.  Director 
of Research for U.S. News & 
World Report, Robert Morse, 
explained that in order for a 
school like Seaholm with a low 
percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students (3%) 
to pass step 1 they would have 
to perform even better on the 
state exam.  
  “Some of those 97 percent 
(economically advantaged 
students) could have scored 
slightly better than they did, 
literally slightly, and the 
school would have passed step 
1,” said Morse. “ A few people 
scoring at a high level of pro-
ficiency would have raised 
(Seaholm’s) score enough to 
pass step 1.”
    Morse explains that U.S. 
News & World Report uses the 
methodology of weighing in 
a school’s percentage of eco-
nomically disadvantaged stu-
dents in their ranking as a way 
to reward schools that exceed 
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News 
Briefs

   The live stream session with 
NASA flight engineer Joe 
Acaba has been cancelled. 
   The Birmingham School 
District was one of six orga-
nizations chosen to host a 
special Q and A with Acaba 
as he orbits the Earth on the 
International Space Station. 
   The Seaholm gym is in-
stead going to sponsor a day 
of science education for the 
students and the community. 
The live stream sponsored by 
NASA was originally sched-
uled for May 27.

NASA    
Downlink 
Canceled

By: Kathleen Davis

The Michigan 
Youth Arts 
Festival
   Six Seaholm students have 
been invited to perform at 
The Michigan Youth Arts 
Festival at Western Michi-
gan University.  
   The students include Joey 
Bierzynski, David Gretchko, 
Maddie Jerge, Michael Mel-
drum, Erin O’Donnell, & 
Christian Sanford.
   These students were in-
vited because they had re-
ceived straight Superior rat-
ings at the Thespian Festival 
back in December. 

By: Kelsey McClear

   Seaholm’s first ever 
Challenge Day took place 
on May 22. Based on the 
popular MTV show “If You 
Really Knew Me”, the event 
focused around looking 
beyond the judgment of 
classmates and celebrating 
diversity, truth, and self-ex-
pression within the school. 
   100 juniors and several 
teachers took part in the 
event. 
   “It really put perspective 
to what people go through 
every day,” Junior Mallory 
Wilberding said. “It was 
such a positive experience.” 
   Students were encouraged 
to both express their feel-
ings and listen to class-
mates. The event offered an 
intimate look into the lives 
of Seaholm’s students and 
administrators. 

Challenge 
Day

By: Kathleen Davis
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   In September of 2009 The 
Highlander first reported that 
Birmingham Public Schools 
administration building, 550 
West Merrill, was up for sale. 
Three in a half years later, the 
building has officially sold. 
   The sale was made official af-
ter the school board approved 
the move at the May 15 BPS 
school board meeting. Newly 
created entity, Five Fifty West 
Merrill LLC will purchase the 
building for $2.05 million. 
   “The Board of Education has 
entered into an Agreement to 
Purchase Real Estate with a 
firm named Five-Fifty West 
Merrill, LLC, whose members 
include the law firm of Weber 
Olcese,” Assistant Superin-
tendent for Business Services, 
Deborah Piesz said. 
   The 0.98-acre, 21,577 square-
foot building is located at the 
corner of Southfield and West 
Merrill across from the Ches-
ter Street Parking structure. 
   Weber Olcese offices had 
previously been located at 
3250 W Big Beaver Rd. 
   “The purchaser will now per-
form their 90 day “inspection 
period” to identify any reason 
why the sale cannot proceed to 
closing,” Piesz said. 

Red Cups, Red Cards 

Kathleen Davis
Deputy News Editor 
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

Kelsey McClear
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   Throw a bunch of athletes, 
a team sleepover and alcohol 
into one night and there are 
bound to be consequences. 
   Now, 12 of the girls are serv-
ing a four game in season sus-
pension after a May 12 inci-
dent. 

   Seaholm girls varsity soc-
cer team had a team sleepover 
that lead to 12 members of the 
team receiving an in season 
sports suspension. Conse-
quences for such act include 
a suspension for 25 percent of 
the season, removal from Na-
tional Honors Society and a 
loss of captaincy. 
   “[In] soccer a typical regu-
lar season is 18 games and we 
round in favor of participation. 
So equates to four games,” 

Athletic Director Aaron Frank 
said.  “Everyone who was con-
suming the alcohol will miss 
four games as a minimum.”
   A parent upset about the 
situation contacted the varsity 
head coach, Sean Garvey, who 
then directly contacted Frank. 
   “When an incident does come 
to our attention we never ig-
nore it,” Frank said. “We are 
very consistent, but anything 
that does come to our atten-
tion we deal with.”
   Although consequences for 
such an event may seem se-
vere, Administrators believes 
they are handling this accu-
rately.
   “We’ve been very fair,” 
Seaholm Principal Deanna 
Lancaster said.
   Both Lancaster and Frank 
noted their appreciation for 
the way the girls have handled 

aftermath to their situation. 
   “The girls were very forth-
right about what they’ve done, 
and I’ve appreciated that,” 
Lancaster said,
   “That tells a lot about your 
character if you can make a 
mistake, then own up to it, and 
then learn from it.”
   Frank agreed.  
   “Part of being a high school 
student is making mistakes 
and learning from those mis-
takes,” Frank said. “I think 
there are many times when 
good people, good students 
make poor choices and… the 
big question is what will you 
learn from this experience?” 
  The team collectively de-
clined to comment on the mat-
ter after multiple attempts. 

Photo Courtesy Of Ann Gordon

Twelve members of the girls soccer team, none publicly identified by administrators, were suspended four games for violat-
ing the athletic code of conduct. The suspended players, who declined comment, could return in time for the playoff opener

   In the 2011-2012 academic 
school year, roughly 690 seats 
were scheduled for AP classes 
at Seaholm.  Out of these spots, 
only 415 students were sched-
uled to take the AP exam. This 
means roughly 40% or 275 
students decided not to take 
the exam for whatever reason.
   Whether or not to take the 
AP is a difficult decision that 
Seaholm students are forced 
to decide.
   When looking into the pros 
and cons of taking the AP 
classes or taking the exams, 
according to the counseling 
department there are definite-
ly more pros than cons. But 
only if students are up to the 
challenge and ready to push 
them. 
   “AP classes alone weight your 
GPA to some degree because 
of their difficulty and they re-
quire more work,” Seaholm 
Counselor Brian Flatter said. 
“When applying to colleges, 
university admissions like 
the rigor in their applicant’s 
schedules, the courses prepare 
you very well for college.”
   Senior Hannah Rich com-
pleted AP Language and AP 
Psychology as a junior but 
didn’t sign up to take the ex-
ams. This year she has decided 
to step up to the challenge, 
taking both exams.
   “I still remember the mate-
rial, last year at first I didn’t 
even think of taking the exam, 
but then I thought about it and 
when I tried to sign up it was 
too late,” Rich said. “I’m really 
looking forward to earning the 
college credit and to know that 
all the hard work I have put in 
has been worth it.”
   A student’s future path can 
also influence the decision. 
Senior John Quay is attending 
the Farmer School of Business 
at Miami University.
   “I decided not to take the AP 
Environmental exam because 
I am not taking that pathway 
in college,” senior John Quay 
said. “However I am taking 
the AP Calculus test because I 
feel that I will do well and get 
above a three so I can earn col-
lege credit.”
   “I have taken AP U.S History 
and AP Psychology in my past, 
this year however I am in two 
AP classes and have decided 
not to take the exams,” senior 
Daniel Laboe said. “I figured 
that it’s my senior year and 
studying for an AP is very ex-
hausting.”
   A.P tests are scored on a scale 
of one to five, one being the 
worst and five being the best. 
The test is also curved greatly. 
   Different schools accept a 
wide variety of scores that dif-
fer from course to course.  
    “The majority of schools 
will accept a three, four, or 
five, for credit. Some take a 
three, most will take a four, 
and all will take a five,” said 
Stahl. “The test won’t replace 
the exact college class, but will 
give you more college credit so 
you might be able to get out of 
certain electives ultimately al-
lowing you to save money on 
tuition.”
   “If I do poorly it doesn’t mat-
ter, but I wasted my time,” se-
nior Spencer Whitehead said. 
“If I do well I possibly earn 
college credit.”
   “It was a tough decision but I 
decided to take my exams.”

BPS Admin Building Finally Sold

12 Varsity Seaholm Soccer 
girls benched after 
consuming alcohol at a 
team sleepover. 

40% Opt 
Out of AP 
Exam

   At the board meeting they re-
ported that Weber Olcese will 
be using 75% of the space and 
renting out the other 25%. 
   For many years now the dis-
trict has been trying to save 
money by selling nonessential 
district buildings including 
the transportation facility on 
Lincoln across from the ice 
arena. 
   Prior to the sale the district 
had received two offers of ap-
proximately $1.8 million and 
$2.5 million according to 
Piesz, and had a number of 

sales fall through including 
one this March with a differ-
ent law firm. 
   Max Broock realtor Dawn 
Pfaff isn’t surprised about the 
price that the building sold for. 
   “Birmingham is an extremely 
desirable and exclusive area 
not only the Detroit suburban 
locations but in all areas in the 
state-it’s the ‘Mini Manhat-
tan’,” Pfaff said. “Businesses 
have started reviving as the 
entire local economy rebounds 
with property prices increas-
ing.” 

   Pfaff also noted that this par-
ticular building has been very 
well taken care of since been 
on the market and has never 
been left vacant. 
   “My guess is that it will 
double in value in the coming 
years,” Pfaff said. 
   According to Pfaff there 
are currently 34 homes over 
$1,000,000 for sale in the City 
of Birmingham. Since Janu-
ary 1, 2011 there have been 
31 homes sold that are over 
$1,000,000 and three homes 

have sold over $2,000,000. 

   According to an announce-
ment sent out to teachers by 
Seaholm Principal Deanna 
Lancaster, Assistant Prin-
cipal Staci Petterson will be 
taking over as one of two As-
sistant Principals at Groves. 
   Replacing Peterson at 
Seaholm will be Groves Dean 
Othamian Peterson. 
   There is no relation between 
Staci Peterson and Othamian 
Peterson. 
   Staci Petterson will be 
working alongside the other 
Assistant Principal Cathy 
Hurley, and Othamian Peter-
son will be working with As-
sistant Principal Deb Boyer.  

Seaholm 
Assistant     
Principal 
Moves to 
Groves

By: Kelsey McClear

BPS Board Announces Superintendent Candidates
Kelsey McClear
News Editor 
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   Birmingham Groves Princi-
pal Fred Procter is one of five 
candidates for the district’s 
superintendent position. 
   The School Board announced 
the candidates list at a special 
session Tuesday night. The 
search firm School Exec Con-
nect conducted a nationwide 
search and presented the list 

to the board after examining 
more than 50 applications.
   In addition to Procter, two 
other candidates currently re-
side in Michigan. 
   Robert Shaner – Executive 
Director of Instruction and 
Technology, Warren Consoli-
dated School District, Warren, 
MI. 
   Richard Machesky- Su-
perintendent of Secondary In-
struction, Troy Public Schools. 

Machesky had previously ap-
plied for the Grosse Pointe 
Public Schools superintendent 
position and made it to the fi-
nal three finalists.
   The two other candidates are 
currently high profile superin-
tendents out of state. 
   John Maloy- Superinten-
dent, Aspen School District, 
Aspen, CO. Maloy recently ap-
plied for the West Bloomfield 
Superintendent Position that 

was announced May 7. He had 
made it into the top four. 
   Daniel Nerad- Superinten-
dent, Madison School District, 
Madison, WI. In Madison, 
Nerad faced criticism from the 
Madison School Board.  Ac-
cording to March 13 article in 
the Wisconsin State Journal 
detailing Nerad’s February, 
2012 evaluation, Nerad re-
ceived 1,609 of 2,548 possible 
points. The Journal wrote “if 

Nerad’s job performance were 
judged like a student taking 
the state achievement test, he 
would score barely proficient.”
   The five will appear in front 
of the board for the first time  
May 30 from 6 pm-9 pm and 
and 31 from 6pm-8pm.  All in-
terviews will be open to public. 
   After all the interviews are 
completed, the board will pick 
the final two or three candi-
dates. 
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“The Dictator” 
Disappoints 
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   Sasha Baron Cohen really 
loves his niche. 
   “The Dictator”, Baron Co-
hen’s newest film, sees the co-
median exploring well-trod-
den territory the razor-sharp 
wit of his dialogue is the only 
thing redeeming the film from 
an otherwise lukewarm show-
ing.
   Baron Cohen plays Admiral 
General Aladeen, the not-so-
enlightened despot of the fic-
tional country Wadiya. Ala-
deen rules with an iron fist, 
executing anyone who even 
hints at opposing him. 
   His dream is to develop nu-
clear weapons but the United 
Nations Security Council votes 
to intervene militarily. As Ala-
deen travels to New York City 
to address the UN, the right-
ful heir Tamir, played by Ben 
Kingsley, roots him from pow-
er coup d’état. With a double 
in place and democracy on its 
way to Wadiya, Baron Cohen’s 
character must reassert his 
rule in a matter of days.
   This is Baron Cohen’s third 

film in six years in which he 
has starred, co-written and 
produced, all with Director 
Larry Charles. Not much has 
changed in “The Dictator” 
from Baron Cohen’s previous 
films. Sure there’s a plot, but 
it’s really just a loose frame-
work used to support what 
Baron Cohen does best: pok-
ing fun of everyone and every-
thing.
   It’s where we see the come-
dian thrive; laying waste to ev-
eryone from recently deposed 
North-African Dictators to the 
“Occupy” crowd with white-
hot irreverent satire that epit-
omizes political-incorrectness. 
Baron Cohen’s formula has 
largely remained the same: 
colliding two xenophobic cul-
tures, while the audience gets 
to sit back and laugh at the en-
suing wreckage.
   However, there has been one 
significant deviation from Bar-
on Cohen’s previous works. He 
has abandoned the real-world 
mockumentary style that gave 
Borat and Brüno their all-too-
real edge, reverting instead to 
the time-tested method of sets 
and actors.
   Why the change? In 1941, 

Charlie Chaplin (arguably 
the greatest comedic mind of 
his time) wrote, directed and 
starred in an anti-fascist sat-
ire entitled “The Great Dicta-
tor”. Seventy one years later, 
we have Baron Cohen’s hom-
age to the film, and it’s hard 
not to draw parallels. Both 
plots revolve around dictators 
and their doubles. But where 
Chaplin’s idealistic final mes-
sage was noble and inspiring, 
Baron Cohen remain firmly in 
character.
   Unlike Chaplin, Baron Co-
hen’s characters are not an 
exemplification of the human 
condition, but rather a case 
study in our lack of human-
ity. In essence this is the root 
of Baron Cohen’s comedy. In 
his final speech, Baron Co-
hen, dripping with cynicism 
and satire, leaves the audience 
wanting something a bit more 
fulfilling.
   “The Dictator” is 83 minutes 
and is rated R for strong crude 
and sexual content, brief male 
nudity, language and some 
violent image. The film is now 
playing at the Palladium 12 in 
Birmingham.

   Graduating seniors plan to vote, but do they 
know what they are voting for?
   The Seaholm graduating class plans to turn 
out to vote at a very high rate during the 2012 
general elections according to a Highlander 
survey—84%. This is impressive, especially 
since young people nationally have consistent-
ly turned out to vote far less than any other age 
group over the past several decades. Only 48% 
of people ages 18-24 voted in the election of 
2008, and that number is far higher than most 
other elections.
   This seems to be positive news. But more 
votes aren’t necessarily a good thing if they are 
submitted by ignorant voters, and the survey 
suggested that many Seaholm seniors do not 
know what they are voting for.
   The survey asked students to rank how in-
volved the government should be with eco-
nomic spending/regulation and social policy 
regulation on a 1-10 scale. The Democratic 
Party platform tends to favor greater amounts 
of government spending and regulation of the 
economy compared to the Republican plat-
form—for example, bailing out the auto in-
dustry and providing national health care cov-
erage. The Republican Party tends to favor a 
greater degree of government regulation in the 
area of social policy—for example, the pro-life 
stance and maintaining the “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy. 
   For most students, their self-reporting of 
their political beliefs should correlate with the 
platform of their preferred presidential candi-
date, but only 25% of Seaholm students chose 
the presidential candidate that correlated with 
their self-reported political beliefs. 
   “[The results] aren’t surprising to me,” said 
Frank Houston, the Chairman of the Oakland 
County Democratic Party. “[Such results] cor-
relate to the older generations as well. Most 
people tune in when there is a hot issue, and 
the rest of the time they tune out.”
   America isn’t better off with more young peo-
ple voting if they don’t understand what they 
are voting for. Democracy can only be truly 
successful with an educated group of voters. 
People who vote based on whims or solely be-
cause of their parents’ influence cannot give a 
positive political contribution to America.
   But who is at fault for this seemingly wide-
spread ignorance? Is it just because students 

David Bender
Staff Writer
dbender@seaholmhighlander.com

don’t care, or are schools doing a poor job of 
civic education?
   “What the schools should do is a better job at 
teaching history and government,” said Dennis 
Pittman, the Executive Director of the Oakland 
County Republican Party, in response to hear-
ing about the results of the survey. “I would like 
to see students study each Party’s platform and 
do a comparison on how closely the Presidents 
follow it.  This would start an honest dialogue 
on political philosophy.”
   While US history classes and government 
classes provide an adequate overview of the 
past, perhaps they do not delve deeply enough 
into the issues of the greatest relevance—the 
issues of the present. If government classes 
spent more time discussing and debating to-
day’s political issues, new voters might gradu-
ate high school with a more comprehensive 
understanding of what they are actually voting 
for in November.
   This would require comprehensive change, 
a reworking of benchmarks , and an approach 
that may not fit within the constraints of a tri-
mester and standardized AP system.
   Including such a system could potentially 
raise some protests from parents who consider 
critically examining current political issues 
to be a potential opportunity for indoctrina-
tion by a teacher.  But the goal of such a sys-
tem would be to expose students to a variety 
of ideas about politics in order to force them to 
actually confront the issues themselves—not to 
advertise for a particular party.
   “In schools, you have to walk a delicate line 
as teachers or as educational institutions with 
shaping students’ views…[educators] shouldn’t 
be providing a doctoral thesis on why one can-
didate is better than another,” said Houston 
regarding teaching about modern politics in 
the classroom.
   “[Teachers should be] making sure students 
see both sides of the story.” 
   Regardless of the actions taken by schools to 
help students become educated citizens, ulti-
mately, it is the responsibility of individual to 
take an interest in the world beyond their day-
to-day lives. No class can motivate students in-
ternally to care about the various communities 
that they are a part of to the point that they will 
seek an understanding of the afflictions that af-
fect them and the potential solutions to these 
afflictions.
   Unfortunately, that internal motivation is of-
ten the most difficult human resource to tap.

Commentary

 

All of us can remember where we were when 
Deanna Lancaster popped into our classrooms 
on March 27th, 2012 on the TV screens. Wait-
ing with bated breath, the student body went 
deathly silent as Lancaster reported another 
act of racial intimidation in a classroom via 
note. 
   Thinking back to last year, we can remember 
the shock we felt as Terry Piper announced the 
racial graffiti and notes found in the school. 
The difference is overwhelming between the 
two instances. 
   What adds to the hurt in this years incident 
is that the Birmingham Police Department 
closed the investigation without a culprit, or 
even a suspect. 
   Rather than the shock shown last year, many 
students showed irritation with this incident 
paired with the cold investigation. As insensi-
tive as it sounds, the student body, along with 
the staff, was more disappointed than any-
thing. 
   “My heart sank because of what happened 
last year,” said band director Tim Cibor. “It’s 
reopening old wounds. I love this school, but 
I’m always going to be linked to Seaholm and 
when I talk to people they’ll ask me, ‘Tim, 
what’s going on at your school’?”
   It seems as though the only way to catch a 
culprit is to get a confession as we learned last 
year. The trail has gone cold, months have 
passed since the incident, and there isn’t as 
much suspense after the initial “you can’t 
leave the class” initiative. 
   For some students, the fact that the whole 
incident has faded into the abyss of high 
school memories, is a good thing.
   “I’m ok that the investigation is closed,” said 

senior Christian Sanford. “We don’t need the 
publicity anymore. We’ve done things to im-
prove tolerance. I don’t think it does any good 
to be able to point fingers at anyone.”
   Even the reactions to the incident itself were 
similar between Sanford and Cibor.
     “I was angry,” said Sanford. “Not so much 
at the culprit, just the fact that it happened 
again, to have a relapse like that.”
   While Sanford admits his disappointment 
with the situation, he also realized that maybe 
this time the situation wasn’t quite as drastic 
in the way that the second time around, we’ve 
seen this before.
   “I don’t think we made as big of a deal 
about it this time because we didn’t want to 
go through this whole situation again,” said 
Sanford. “We knew how to handle it this time. 
I just try to be optimistic about the situation 
and just move on.”
   I’m not saying it’s bad to feel irritated about 
this year’s incident. In fact it’s perfectly nor-
mal. I couldn’t be out in public with Seaholm 
apparel on without getting awkward looks or 
questions. The whole thing just bugs me.
   As a senior in a class of very genuine and 
kind students, this leaves a pretty sour taste in 
our mouth as we prepare to leave. It’s sad to 
think that we’ll leave here under strained cir-
cumstances because this is how we’ll remem-
ber our years of high school, how we went out.
   It has been awhile since the incident, and it 
seems as though it has been somewhat forgot-
ten. I don’t bring it back to light to bring back 
the sting of an awful situation, but to keep the 
awareness alive that racist acts should not 
be tolerated. Whether they take place here, 
or anywhere else in the world, it is your duty 
as a human being to stand up for your fellow 
human, no matter their outward appearance. 
We are all people just the same.

Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

Wounds Reopened
Commentary

Fads Arn’t That Fabulous 

   They sneak up when you 
least expect it. 
   They steal away your soul 
and leave behind a carbon 
copy laced with Juicy perfume 
and Silly Putty. They leave 
their mark on a trail of 
regrettable purchases 
and photographs more 
likely to be seen on the 
bottom of the trash can 
than the front of a clos-
et. 
   Speaking from very 
personal experience, 
there is very little worse 
than a bad fad. 
   I’ve sported everything 
from gauchos to scrunchies 
and been personally victim-
ized by my love for Polly Pock-
ets entering fourth grade. I 
got in trouble in class multiple 
times in my youth for feed-
ing my Tamagotchi under the 
desk. Seriously.
   According to Dr. David My-
ers, a psychology professor 
from Hope College, humans 
are naturally inclined to con-
form. If someone we admire is 

sporting the latest and great-
est, we feel the urge to do 
the same. As the saying goes, 
all the cool kids are doing it, 
right?
   Remember Snuggies? A fan-
tastic purchase for all those 
cold nights where draping a 
blanket becomes too much 

of a hassle. One size fits all, if 
you’re 11 feet tall with the body 
of Gumby. I can guarantee I’m 
not the only one to almost kill 
themselves walking down the 
stairs in one of those. 
   Yes, fads are typically re-
membered as an iPhone game 
or a pocket-sized toy, but 
there’s no limitations. 
   In early spring of this year, a 
little 30-minute documentary 
about a Ugandan rebel leader 

hit the web. Entitled “KONY 
2012”, the film garnered more 
than 100 million views in its 
first week viral.  Before you 
could say “what’s a Kony?” 
your best friend, celebrities, 
and that creepy kid in your 3rd 
hour were suddenly social ac-
tivists. Nobody could wait un-

til they could “cover 
the night” and spread 
the word.
   And then…
   People were over it. 
Yes, the foundation 
was controversial and 
the CEO managed 
to expose himself in 
more ways than one, 
but unfortunately, 
the social outcry ap-

peared to be another fad. 
Though some fads are silly and 
some are superficial, they all 
contribute to who we are and 
to how we grow up and ma-
ture. 
   Fads are things we look back 
upon and laugh or cry or try to 
forget or smile fondly about. 
Hopefully some of that feeling 
of global awareness and that 
social cry for justice will not 
fade completely in our hearts. 

Kathleen Davis 
Deputy News Editor
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

Humans are naturally inclined 
to conform. If someone we 

admire is sporting the latest 
and greatest, we feel the urge 

to do the same.

Commentary

Know Who 
You’re Voting For
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Photo By Madeline Tew
Humans seem to get caught up in everything that’s popular at that time. 
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Good-
bye 
B-Ham
   Finally.
   As my days at Seaholm High 
School come to close, there are 
several things I have learned 
about this school and the out-
side commu-
nity itself.
   Let me start 
with the pos-
itives.  
   Birming-
ham is a safe 
place, bot-
tom line. 
   The last 
time some-
one in this 
area had to 
even remote-
ly worry 
about their safety was between 
the years of 1976 and 1977 
when the Oakland County 
Child Killer was on the prowl. 
   Therefore, I think it’s a valid 
statement to say that Birming-
ham is an area where one does 
not have the constant fear of 
their well-being.
   Also, it is a place where I have 
spent most of my years, thus, 
it has assisted me in becoming 
the person I have today. 
   But, like anything, it does 
have its downfalls. 
   Don’t get me wrong, I am 
very fortunate to live and grow 
up in the area I have with the 
top notch education and a safe 
environment.  
   However, the collective sense 
of entitlement is scary. 
   Many, not all, but a good 
amount of Seaholm students 
and even people of the com-
munity walk around like they 
own the world.
   Children of a young age sport 
the highest end clothing mate-
rial.
   Girls as early as 11 to 12 years 
old sport the high end Lulu 
Lemon athletic wear, Hunter 
Rainboots, and NorthFace 
raincoats, an outfit that esti-
mates a total of 315 dollars. 
   That’s just not reality.
   Southfield, Berkley, Royal 
Oak, and other surrounding 
areas (probably even Bloom-
field), are not “the ghetto”, but 
spend a few minutes in a con-
versation here and you may 
hear otherwise.
   It’s unbelievable.
   If people around here think 
SOUTHFIELD, of all places, is 
ghetto and run down-clearly, 
they have not seen the world. 
   I’m sorry, but I didn’t know 
living middle class was “ghet-
to.” 
   I have occasionally found my-
self slipping into these same, 
unfortunate habits, but I have 
generally caught myself-for I 
do not want to be a product of 
my environment. 
   People in this area really need 
to shape up their attitudes. 
   I think it takes a lot for people 
in this area to see the Birming-
ham way of life is not how the 
rest of the world lives. 
   Unfortunately, this conde-
scending mindset dominates 
too many people in this area. 
   I’m happy I’m getting out.
   So to Seaholm and the com-
munity of Birmingham, while 
the education has been nice 
and the time here has been 
bittersweet, I think it’s time I 
say over and out.
   Dooley Noted. 

Dooley 
Noted
Meghan 
Dooley

Man on the Street:
Why are you skipping class?

“Because I’m a senior and 
I do what I want.”  

-Senior Keith McAllister

“I’m not, but I can if you 
want.”  

-Junior Grace  Kowalski  

“I had homework to make 
up!”  

-Sophomore Lauren 
Kotsull

“I just don’t have any mo-
tivation to go.”  

-Freshman Brooks Dixon

What’s
“UP” With 
The U.P.?
   “Dude, I heard they have 
tunnels between buildings at 
Northern.”
   This is part of the conver-

sation I 
overheard 
last week 
between a 
couple of 
guys in the 
hallways of 
Seaholm. 
They were 
d i s c u s s -
ing the 
mystery of 
the Upper 
Peninsula 

of Michigan.
   On May 6th, the Detroit 
Free Press published an ar-
ticle about the UP wanting to 
secede from the rest of Michi-
gan, and it sparked conversa-
tions like these around the 
state.
   When I first heard about it, it 
was hard to believe that people 
were serious about wanting to 
create a 51st state.
   As a Sault Ste. Marie coffee 
shop owner interviewed in the 
article put it, “Where are we 
going to fit another star on the 
flag?”
   Not only is the idea of creat-
ing a new state kind of comi-
cal, it would be really diffi-
cult—because the Michigan 
Government in Lansing and 
the United States Congress 
would have to approve their 
request.
   In addition, if they were to 
become a state, they would be 
the least populated state in the 
country, with under 300,000 
people. That’s about one third 
the population of Detroit.
   So are they really going to try 
to secede?
   The answer is, probably not.
   In the Free Press article, 
Marquette County Commis-
sioner Steve Pence admits 
that the talk of UP succession 
is only half serious. Still, the 
frustration that citizens have 
toward their southern neigh-
bors is very real.
   The article goes on to say 
that UP citizens feel that law-
makers in Lansing are using 
them as a “resource colony” by 
tapping into their timber and 
mineral reserves and burden-
ing them with higher taxes.
   It’s easy for people in the mit-
ten to forget that the “Yooper” 
accents aren’t the only things 
that set us apart from one an-
other.
   First, our economies rely on 
different things. The mitten’s 
economy is focused around 
manufacturing and technol-
ogy, whereas the UP focuses 
on mining and forestry.
     Despite their losing streaks, 
when it comes to football sea-
son, most people in the mitten 
will be rooting for the Detroit 
Lions. However in the Free 
Press article, people inter-
viewed in the UP said they 
choose to cheer for the Green 
Bay Packers of Wisconsin in-
stead.
   My cousin Adam Quiring 
grew up near East Lansing, but 
played basketball at Northern 
Michigan University,and now 
lives outside Detroit. 
   When I asked him about his 

favorite subject, sports, he 
agreed that some people in 
the UP root for the Green Bay 
Packers, but also said it’s sur-
prising how many people are 
die hard Lions and Tigers fans.
   Without big cities and big 
sports teams, Adam admits 
“it’s a slower way of life up 
there.” “The majority of peo-
ple are into the outdoors,” and 
enjoy spending most of their 
time hiking, kayaking, and 
hunting.
   Not only are the people in 
the UP unique, there are less 
of them.
   Even though they occupy a 
third of the land, people in the 
UP account for 3% of the total 
state population. 
   There are less college kids, 
too: of the 105 colleges and 
universities in the state of 
Michigan, only four of them 
are in the UP.
   Seaholm English teacher 
Billy Shellenbarger grew up 
in Michigan’s northern lower 
peninsula, in a small town of 
Gladwin. So when he went to 
Lake Superior State Univer-
sity (located in Sue Sault Ma-
rie) for basketball, the lifestyle 
wasn’t all that different.
   “A lot of the kids were from 
places where I grew up.” Shel-
lenbarger said. “If you choose 
to go there for school, not for 
sports, you’re typically from 
the UP, you live close, you 
grew up in a small town, and 
you grew up in the country 
hunting or fishing. It’s differ-
ent than the population of the 
large universities down here.”
   The biggest difference was 
what some of his fellow stu-
dents were majoring in. “Many 
of the students who came to 
Lake Superior State came for 
natural resources type of pro-
grams.”
   Some of the freshman in his 
dorm would wear camouflage 
and go out hunting and fish-
ing every day, partly because 
they were studying for future 
outdoor jobs like working for 
the Department of Natural 
Resources.
   Even though he transferred 
to Saginaw Valley State Uni-
versity after two years to fol-
low his basketball coach and 
be closer to home, living in 
Sue Sault Marie was not unlike 
his hometown of Gladwin. 
   “They are both very blue 
collar. With that said, people 
are very familiar with and not 
scared of ‘the hard days’ work.’ 
Everyone works hard. And 
that was familiar to me.”
   Cities in the UP are more 
similar to places in the north-
ern lower peninsula than we 
realize, living as close as we do 
to major urban areas like De-
troit.
   But whether or not we are 
sheltered or aware of these dif-
ferences, so what?
   Differences do not mean that 
similarities don’t exist.
   Whenever different life-
styles, backgrounds, or beliefs 
are brought together…as a 
state, a community, a univer-
sity, or a little high school in 
Birmingham, isn’t it possible 
for diversity to inspire discov-
ery instead of division?

Challenge Day: 
Challenged
   It was Tuesday, May 22nd—and for a select 
amount of juniors this meant it was the highly 
anticipated Challenge Day. 
   But for students not invited to partake in 
this ground-breaking event, it meant sitting 
in partially emptied junior classes and having 
Twitter feeds flooded with tweets referring 
to how ‘good of friends’ the selected students 
are to one another now, after the interactive 
day. They even made 
a group name, which 
resulted in a popu-
lar Twitter hash tag: 
#familyof2013.
   This is what the junior 
grade has been waiting 
for. There hasn’t ex-
actly been a sense of 
grade-pride among them—at least not when 
compared to the class of 2012’s evident sense 
of unity. The celebrated “Brothers of 2012” 
ran sporting events, parties and were always 
the image of Seaholm school pride.
   Now, with the seniors checked-out, it’s time 
for juniors to take the reins and find what the 
class of 2013 will be remembered for. 
   Challenge Day did exactly what it needed to 
do. It made people proud to be part of some-
thing so substantial. This pride is what makes 
senior year so pivotal. Surrounded by some 
of your greatest friends, you are right on the 
cusp of taking that first jump into the real 
world. You want to graduate with a genera-
tion. You want to be part of something, and 
this is it.

   Although Challenge Day may have hit the 
unity nail right on the head, there was one ma-
jor issue. It was too selective.
   If you want to ignite a culture change in 
Seaholm, fueled by the soon-to-be seniors—
then talk to all of the grade—not just the ones 
you randomly select.
   The Highlander staff is aware that there was 
a 50 -slot sign up available for students if they 

were not one of the ini-
tial students chosen. 
However, this was only 
made evident to the 
staff when we started 
doing research for the 
stories concerning Chal-
lenge Day. None of us 
had heard of the slots 

before that point. This means that although 
many students were given the opportunity to 
sign up, there is a very good chance that many 
were left in the dark. 
   But even if the 50 students had known about 
the event, it still wouldn’t have been the entire 
grade, which would be the only way to make 
genuine progress.
   Hopefully Seaholm continues to hold com-
munity- building opportunities for the future 
seniors, because we believe it really is an effec-
tive tool. But there cannot be a severely limited 
amount of seats.
    Instead, let’s fashion these deeply impact-
ful conversations into a format where everyone 
who wants to play is not only allowed—but wel-
come.

Staff Editorial Commentary

Open Doors For Sophs  
Kendall Hitch
Deputy Community Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

   It happens every time around this time of 
year, its inevitable and it can’t be stopped.
   The sophomores become the bad guys of 
Seaholm High School.
   As more sophomores turn 16 and get closer 
to their junior year, sneaking out to lunch be-
comes a more prominent option.  This can be 
clearly seen by the growing number of lunch 
tables vacant in the cafeteria.
   This end of the year sophomore escape is un-
avoidable-so why fight it?
   The administration should allow sophomores 
to go out to lunch with upperclassmen, begin-
ning the moment seniors graduate. Consider it 
experiential learning-training for life as an up-
per classman. 
   This would make sense, considering Seaholm 
does not possess the amount of staff necessary 
to enforce the current upperclassman-only 
lunch rule. According to a Highlander survey, 
sixty percent of sophomores said they have 
gone out to lunch or know another sophomore 
who goes out to lunch. 
   It is not that difficult for sophomores to leave 
school property during their lunchtime.
   Ninety five percent of the students who said 
they went out to lunch also indicated that they 
have never been questioned by any Seaholm 
staff member about their grade level when they 
were heading out to the parking lot. 
   This is not surprising, considering Seaholm 
only has one parking lot and one hall monitor.  
This makes it impossible to be for every single 
sophomore to be questioned as they are walk-
ing out to lunch. 

   Other staff members, such as the assistant 
principals are also occupied during lunch and 
would not be able to monitor sophomores 
who choose to leave campus for lunch. 
   The time of the assistant principals would be 
better spent monitoring underclassman situ-
ations in the cafeteria, considering the recent 
fight that broke out between two freshman 
girls. 
   Some argue sophomores who are allowed to 
go out to lunch would violate the policy that 
only juniors and seniors are able to park in the 
student parking lot leading to another breach 
of school rules. 
   However, only 20 percent of the sophomores 
who go out to lunch said they drive their own 
cars. So, the majority of sophomores who go 
out to lunch are not breaking this rule cur-
rently.
   If the sophomores who already drive their 
cars to lunch were granted the freedom to 
go out to lunch with an upperclassman, they 
would not need to drive their cars to school. 
   The only solution to students breaking the 
open lunch rule is to allow sophomores to go 
out to lunch with upperclassmen. 
   This will allow sophomores to go out to lunch 
without breaking any school rules. 
There will be enough seats in the cafeteria to 
comfortably seats two grade levels of students. 
Additionally, Seaholm staff members will not 
have to spend their time identify sophomores 
going out to lunch. 
   Instead, they can work to maintain the safety 
of students in the cafeteria and the parking lot 
with their full focus on maintain a safe envi-
ronment instead of being spread thin between 
two jobs.

Commentary

Commentary
Jamie Hinz

Hopefully Seaholm 
continues to hold community-

building opportunities for 
future seniors.
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Community
The 
Ride of 
His Life

Don’t buy into 
community 
college myths

Photo by Caroline Squatrito

With a new child on the way, Seaholm counselor Brian Flatter smiles on the motorcycle he decided to purchase this spring. 

Counselor Brian Flatter 
purchased a motorcycle, 
reflecting upon daughter’s 
passing. 

     Last year, Seaholm counselor Brian Flatter 
and his wife Lindsay endured the short life 
and tragic death of their daughter, Delaney 
Rose.
   Shortly after she was born, she was diag-
nosed with a multitude of heart defects that 
led to permanent 
brain damage from 
the necessary surger-
ies.
   After Delaney 
passed this winter, 
things were difficult 
for the family, ac-
cording to Flatter. 
But in the spirit of 
redemption, Flatter 
reacted to the situa-
tion in a very unique 
way.
   He bought a bike.
   “It was kind of out 
of the blue,” Flatter 
said. “There was an emotional connection to 
wanting the motorcycle. And there was the 

desire to have something to cruise in.”
   Flatter’s history with fast vehicles started 
at the young age of 16, when he owned a 
1978 Pontiac Firebird Trans Am. He thinks 
that it may have been a little too powerful for 
a 16 year old kid, but he made it through his 
teenage years, enjoying the speed that the 
powerful muscle car provided.
   At first all Flatter wanted was a scooter to 
get zip around town, but he soon realized 
that at six foot four, riding a scooter may not 
be the most comfortable or safest decision.
   After settling on getting a motorcycle in-
stead, Flatter felt an emotional connec-

tion to his 
d a u g h t e r 
and affec-
t i o n a t e l y 
refers to his 
motorcycle 
as “Little 
D,” a name 
he and 
his wife 
called their 
daughter. 
   “What 
s t a r t e d 
off as just 
a fleet-
ing fancy 

turned into something that was quite emo-
tional,” Seaholm Counselor Brian Flat-
ter said. “In riding, I think a lot about my 

daughter and the freedom that she wasn’t 
able to experience.” 
   The Flatter family is expecting a baby boy 
in late June, and Brian Flatter has already 
begun thinking about his son’s future and 
whether it involves motorcycles. 
   “I would never allow him to ride it with-
out a helmet, even though they changed the 
laws,” Flatter said, “I would never allow him 
to ride it without taking a motorcycle safety 
course.” 
   Michigan laws recently changed wearing a 
helmet to a decision that will not be enforced 
by law. Motorcycle safety courses are easily 
taken, and it lowers the chance of causing a 
crash. Helmets protect your head, and can 
prevent brain damage from a crash when 
worn properly.
   “In a lot of ways, motorcycles are only as 
safe as the people riding them,” Flatter said. 
    After Flatter was comfortable enough to 
purchase the motorcycle, he found a group 
in south-eastern Michigan that is made up of 
all Yamaha V Star owners.
   The motorcycle is one of the Flatter family’s 
two vehicles, with the other being a Saturn 
crossover SUV. Flatter says that the one car 
is plenty for him, his wife and his new child, 
to get around town.
   The motorcycle that Flatter bought is a 
standard silver and black leather Yamaha 
and every bit of speed that Flatter was hop-
ing for.
   “As a sixteen year-old, I probably shouldn’t 
have had that much speed [with the Trans 
Am],” Flatter said. “I think now is much bet-
ter.”
   Carrying the memories of his daughter in 
the sidecar and his future in plain sight, Flat-
ter talks about the plans for his riding.
    “In the future, I can see myself riding for 
a long time” Flatter said. “I think I will hold 
onto that motorcycle for the foreseeable fu-
ture.”

Farmer’s Market Returns to Birmingham
Kendall Hitch
Deputy Community Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

   The food, the shopping, and the social life- 
the Birmingham Farmer’s Market has some-
thing for everyone. 
   “The market is a great place for everyone to 
find something they enjoy,”  Lori Rondello  , 
who runs the Birmingham Farmer’s Market, 
said.
   The Birmingham Farmer’s Market is cur-
rently in its 10th year and is more popular than 
ever.
   “The market has been around for ten years 
and it has really grown since it’s beginning,” 
Rondello said.
   The market is held 9am-2pm every Sunday in 
downtown Birmingham on the corner of North 
Old Woodward and Vinewood Avenue and fea-
tures booths from local stores and farmers.
   According to Rondello, all ages and groups of 
people frequent it. About 1,000 people come to 
the market every weekend. 
   The farmer’s market also features community 
service opportunities for high school students 
from Seaholm and Groves. The market has 
also offered volunteer opportunities for teens, 
but over the last two years it has increased it’s 
advertising for the program in hopes of being 
more involved in the teen community.

   “We offer a volunteer program for teens so 
they can get the community service hours they 
need for school; while helping out with impor-
tant jobs at the farmers market,” Rondello said.
   An average of 20 teens can be found volun-
teering at the farmer’s market every weekend. 
Jobs for volunteers at the market include set-
ting up tents, taking down tents, assisting ven-
dors, taking attendance for the vendors, and 
helping community member’s transport their 
goods.
   According to one high school student who 
volunteers at the market, the time their also 
provides a great opportunity to spend time 
with friends.
   “I volunteer at the farmers market because I 
like having fun with my friends while getting 
community service hours,”  Sarah Skender, 
general market volunteer, said.
   Eliana Barwinski, a volunteer, loves the sense 
of community created at the market and says 
seeing the community connecting every week-
end inspires her to get up early every Sunday 
morning.
   “I love seeing the community come together 
at the market,” Barwinski said. “Interacting 
with different people in the community is also 
really fun.” 
   According to Barwinski, the market has 
brought new opportunities to her attention. 
She recently got a job from one of the vendors 

she got to know over 
her last summer of 
volunteering. 
   No matter what 
the volunteers do, 
those in charge of 
the farmer’s mar-
ket truly appreciate 
their hard work.
   “All our volunteers 
do such a wonderful 
job and we appreci-
ate everything they 
do for the market,”  
Rondello said.
   For the teens who 
are not able to com-
mit to a volunteer 
position at the mar-
ket, there are plenty of things for high school 
students to do at the market.
   “I see high school students by themselves, 
with friends, and with their families,”  Ron-
dello said. “There is something for everyone at 
the market.”
   One Seaholm student enjoys the food avail-
able for sale at the market.
   “The farmer’s market has fresh and healthy 
food,” sophomore Sabrina Gowda said,” it 
makes a great snack!” 
   Different foods sold at the farmer’s mar-

Photo By Madeline Tew
Children enjoy snow cones at the farmer’s market. The farmer’s market 
is in Birmingham every Sunday for the duration of the summer. 
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ket include fresh produce, cakes, cookies, ice 
cream, hot dogs, and coffee.
   The market also offers a fun and convenient 
social area for Birmingham residents.
   “I see people come down every Sunday to 
meet their friends for a morning coffee or so-
cialize,” Rondello said.
   Weather looking for a snack, a place to volun-
teer, or somewhere to meet friends, Rondello 
encourages anyone who has time to spare to 
come see what the market has to offer them.
   “It’s a great idea to just come and check the 
market out,” Rondello said.

   Last spring, graduated senior Tim Andrews 
made a choice. Ignoring the negative stereo-
type that went with this decision, he opted out 
of going to a four year university and enrolled 
in Oakland Community College. 
   “[Oakland Community College] was not 
bad,” Andrews said. “It was better than I 
expected. I went to the Royal Oak Campus 
mostly and it’s pretty nice. It’s a nice building. 
The professors were pretty good too.” 
   According to a 2008 fastweb.com article, 
community colleges are often looked at with 
disdain.  The article says that it is common for 
students registered at a four-year university 
to look down upon those opting for a different 
path, believing that students going to a com-
munity college are dumb or uninspired. 
   According to College and Career Center 
Counselor Judith Stahl, this is just a miscon-
ception. 
   “There are many different reasons students 
pursue a community college over a four year 
university,” Stahl said.   
   The largest reason, she said, is finances.  For 
this reason, seniors Jessie Packer and Alia Ap-
plin will be attending OCC in the fall. 
   “Just because people choose to go to com-
munity college doesn’t automatically mean 
that they don’t get good grades,” Packer said. 
“It just means that they’re looking to save 
their money and to take time transitioning to 
a major university.”
   The cost of OCC is $2,071.00, about $17,000 
less than Michigan State and University of 
Michigan. 
    “I would recommend it to anyone who’s 
looking to save money because you can always 
transfer your credits,” Andrews said. “They 
cost a lot less. It makes sense to go there for a 
year or two.”
   Money is also saved if students decide to live 
at home, negating the cost of room and board 
that students attending four year universities 
must pay. 
   “I’m half and half about [living at home],” 
Applin said. “I have thought about just living 
with my parents while I go to Community Col-
lege but also I’ve been looking at apartments.”
   Students choose community college, ad-
ditionally, because they need to be close to 
home or want to take specific classes that can 
fast track them into their careers.  
   “Maybe [students] want to learn a skilled 
trait, like repairing vehicles or they want to 
do things like that, where a community col-
lege has programs like that where they can 
either get a two year degree or a certificate or 
something that would qualify them to do more 
of a skilled labor job,” Oakland Community 
College Executive Director of Marketing and 
Communications, Janet Roberts, said.  
   The fastweb.com article outlined another 
misconception: community colleges don’t 
have professors that care for their students.  
   “There’s the stereotype that the professors 
aren’t as good or as capable but I found that 
a lot of them were just as qualified and good 
at teaching as they would at other schools,” 
Andrews said. 
   Stahl also added that students receive as 
well of an education at a community college 
as a 4 year university, just at a possible slower 
pace.  
   “I don’t think the standards are lower, but 
the pace is slower,” Stahl said. “It’s a more 
individualized pace.”
   Roberts suggests that students look at com-
munity college when they want to save money, 
make the transition to a four-year university 
smoother or just to get a quality education. 
   “I don’t think people realize how much a 
community college can offer,” Roberts said. 

Taylor Wyllie
Community Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

  
“It was kind of out of the blue. 
There was an emotional 
connection to wanting the motor-
cycle. And there was the desire to 
have something to cruise in.”

- Brian Flatter
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   Cars were scattered up and down Vinewood 
Drive, an ideal Birmingham block that was 
typically dead silent by midnight. Driving past 
well-kept lawns and luxury vehicles, kids from 
all different schools and areas pulled up to the 
house that was literally shaking the neighbor-
hood. Loud and fast, sounds of heavy bass and 
spastic drumming broke the calm of the sub-
urb.
   “Come on in,” said a voice coming out from 
behind the sliding glass door. “Take your shoes 
off before you head downstairs and close the 
door behind you, please.”
   Behind the half sound-proofed door and 
down the crowded carpet stairs, stood the 
two things that brought life to that quiet Bir-
mingham neighborhood on a bitter December 
night—one band, full of friends, playing with 
focus and aggression , and a crowd embracing 
an underground culture, bound by a sound.
   Three years earlier, that basement, now cov-
ered in broken instruments and miscellaneous 
junk, was the place where four young musi-
cians, now known as the Flaks, took refuge to 
write and create music together.
   “When did we get together?” asked lead sing-
er Anthony Wehby, talking over the banter of 
his band mates.
   Without a second passing after Wehby had 
posed his question, lead guitarist Jack Kelly sat 
up straight from his wooden chair against the 
wall and said “April 1, 2009”. 
   Instantly the guys were taken back to the ini-
tial encounters of the band members.
   Kelly illustrated the beginning of the band 
as a shared interest between he and “the new 
kid”, eventual bass-player and former Seaholm 
student Felix Martin. 
   “I was in seventh grade when I met Felix,” 
Kelly said. “He seemed cool. He was the only 
other kid I knew that liked the Sex Pistols.”
   Before long, this common interest in music 
turned into a common interest in playing mu-
sic.
   “I played guitar and [Martin] said he could 
sing,” Kelly said. “So we decided to hang out 
and tell everyone we were in a band.”
   The friends built up the image of their band 
with a MySpace page for their project which 
they called Standard Anarchy.
   “We went through a billion different names,” 

Wehby said.
   Wehby’s initiation in the band had little to do 
with music-making ability.
   “Felix came up to me at Derby saying that 
he was attracted by my dark clothing,” Wehby 
said, mockingly.  
   They talked about Wehby’s interest in playing 
guitar for the band, and Wehby agreed. With 
the new addition of a guitar-player, there was 
one main issue that arose.
   “I totally didn’t play guitar,” Wehby said with 
a smug expression sweeping over his face.
   “So really it was just because of your tight 
jeans and AC/DC t-shirt,” Yost said, laughing.
   Soon enough, Wehby ditched his supposed 
role in the band and decided to take up singing, 
leaving Felix Martin as the band’s bass player 
from 2009 to 2011.
   “I didn’t really know how to sing,” Wehby 
said. “I didn’t really even ‘get it’ until a few 
months ago.”
   With this new addition, the band had finally 
moved past the ‘fake MySpace page’ stage in 
their musical careers. The band now had a few 
songs that were written by Martin and creat-
ed by the band which included Wehby, Kelly, 
Martin and drummer Jonathan Genautis.
   Finally the band came to how they met the 
member that brought a significant change to 
the group’s sound. 
   “So I met Ben because Felix’s little brother 
used to hangout around Pogo Skate Shop in 
downtown Birmingham,” Kelly said.
   Yost explained that one morning he was 
hanging around the shop at around 8 a.m. after 
being kicked out of a Subway because, as Yost 
put it, “they thought we were stoned”. After 
agreeing to leave the restaurant, Yost and his 
friend headed down to the shop, where “little, 
tiny Oliver Martin”, Felix’s younger brother 
approached them.

   “So [Oliver] comes up and we start giving him 
[a hard time],” Yost said. “But he was skate-
boarding and we were skateboarding so it was 
just a big skateboarding party. He mentioned 
his brother was in a band and we talked about 
it.”
   The news got back to the band that Yost, a 
drummer, had an interest in joining the band. 
The group of guys, Yost included, met up at 
Pearce Elementary to talk music.
   “I was only like 12 or 13 and at the time I 
was just starting to really get into hard-core 
punk,” Yost said. “And these guys were like 
‘Well I know who Black Flag is’ and ‘I know 
who Millions of Dead Cops are’. And I had nev-
er met anyone who knew these bands before. I 
thought these guys were great.”
   By April 1, 2009, the decision was made to 
make Yost a part of the band.
   Now, three years later, when the band is 
asked who writes the music, it’s undisputable.
   “Ben,” Wehby said, as the band points in 
agreement. “All of it.”
   After much work with Yost’s new material, 
the band started searching for more and more 
opportunities to play.
   “About five times, people have asked us to 
play,” Yost said. “But usually it’s [us] looking 
for our own shows.”
   This December, Martin left the band, leaving 
the band with a new bass player Jack Parsons.
   “I just picked up bass while I was in the band,” 
Parsons said, hunched over his bass as he had 
been for the entire interview.
   For about a half hour the band laughed and 
told stories about the gigs they played and the 
experiences they had. But when the conversa-
tion took a turn towards the future, the band 
sounded less than hopeful. 
   They all had their own plans. None of them 
spoke of the future of the band beyond their 

senior year. Some of them spoke about college, 
some didn’t. But, as far as music goes, they all 
planned on continuing. 
   “I’m always going to play music,” Kelly said, 
“I’m positive about that.”
   However, their near future sounded like there 
was a little more in sight.
   “We’ve got some gigs planned for this sum-
mer,” Yost said.
   “Want to hear one of the new songs?” Wehby 
said.
   When the band took their time positioning 
by their respective instruments, the real colors 
and chemistry of the band mates started show-
ing.
   “Mind if I take off my shirt?” Parsons said. “I 
actually can’t play this song with it on.”
   As soon as the band had gathered in one 
room, no time was wasted.
   The song started with an uncharacteristically 
high-energy guitar riff from Kelly, leading the 
band into a melody, heavy with symbols and 
distortion. Yost moved rapidly around his set, 
with strong, heavy drum hits, challenging the 
band to keep up.
    And they did.
    Parsons beat away on the low-hanging bass 
as Wehby offered a slur of sounds that acted 
more as an instrument than organized lyrics.
   With perfect dynamics between instruments 
and people, hearing the band talk about their 
lack of future plans was surprising to say the 
least.
   Once the band had stopped, they collected 
their breath and start putting down their in-
struments and heading back to their seats.
   Parsons remained the only one standing still, 
taking time to catch his breath. As everyone 
settled back into their old spots he looked to 
the bass and muttered quietly under his breath.
   “I don’t want to stop.”

   What once originated in the 
U.K as a rite of passage has 
now made its way here.  Ac-
cording to Planetgapyear.com, 
the popularity of taking a year 
off in the transition from high 
school to college has grown 
with students in the United 
States.  In one year, twenty-
nine thousand students will 
defer their choice of university 
to take a year off.  What can 
happen in this year is entirely 
up to them.
   “A gap year allows people to 
step off the usual educational 
career path and reassess their 
future,” writes Elka Maria Tor-
pey in her 2009 Occupational 
Outlook Quarterly article “Gap 
Year: Time off with a plan”.  
   Torpey is an economist in the 
office of Occupational Statis-
tics and Employment Projec-
tions with a high opinion of a 
little productive time off.
   “More than eighty colleges 
and universities now offer 
grants to students who defer 
their studies to participate in 
AmeriCorps,” said Torpey.  
   According to AmeriCorps.
gov, they provide a “chance 
to apply your skills and ide-
als toward helping others and 
meeting critical needs in the 
community.”  Such activities 
involve building affordable 
housing, tutoring and men-
toring disadvantaged youth, 
and participating in the clean 
parks and streams movement.
   Seaholm counselor Toby 
Loukmas agrees that a year off 
doesn’t mean low productiv-
ity, but there are no guaran-
tees.  
   “It really depends on where 

Gap Year Promotes Growth
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they’re going and what they’re 
going to do,” said Loukmas.  
“A person has to be indepen-
dent and adventurous to make 
it a good year.”
  Seaholm senior Alex Shur is 
just that person.  
   “I will be going to Asia,” said 
Shur.  “After that I’m going on 
what’s called an overland tour 
for a month in Nepal and In-
dia.”  
   Shur explained that in Can-
ada, where his parents are 
from, a gap year was a com-
mon thing, and they wanted to 
pass down the tradition.  But 
Shur isn’t just sightseeing.  
   “I hope to do some volunteer 
work or intern somewhere - 
basically build up my resume.”
   Travel seems to be a popular 
choice as an activity for stu-
dents on their gap year.  
   “I had a student who went 
to Jerusalem,” said Loukmas.  
“And for her it wasn’t a vaca-
tion, but more of a spiritual 
experience.”  
Cultural emersion can give 
students the real world under-
standing and experience that 
classroom can’t accomplish.
   A year off doesn’t always in-
volve extravagant travel plans.  
   “Taking time off before go-
ing to school also provides a 
chance to earn money for tu-
ition,” said Torpey.  
   Loukmas agreed.  According 
to her, colleges will let accept-
ed students defer their admis-
sion for a year. 
   “Being out of it for a year, and 
then stepping back in could be 
difficult,” said Loukmas.  
With a deferment, the student 
taking the time off not only 
has plans to go back to school, 
but also an acceptance to that 
school.

   The gap year, though, still 
retains its reputation as a year 
without direction.  
   “I’ve done nothing, and I’m 
fine with it,” said Joel Ed-
wards who graduated from 
Southfield Christian in 2011.  
Edwards spends his time play-
ing guitar, and pursuing his 
music career.  “I’m alone a 
lot,” said Edwards.  
With all his friends away at 
universities, he sometimes re-
grets his decision to turn down 
college.  
“I think the good thing about 
my gap year is that I’ve had 
time to think about what I 
want to do.”
   While Torpey promotes a 
productive gap year, she warns 
that diving back into school 
could be difficult.  
Edwards agreed. 
   “It really depends on the per-
son.”  
   Torpey also argues, though, 
that time off from school could 
result in renewed enthusiasm 
once the work begins.  
   “Some students just need re-
lief from academic pressure,” 
Torpey said.
   Counselor Toby Loukmas 
admits she never recommends 
a gap year, but has never had 
trouble finding opportunities 
when students came to her 
about it.  
   “If you’re someone who takes 
the initiative, a gap year could 
help you,” Loukmas said.   
   Whether a person works, 
travels, or relaxes, there is ex-
perience to be gained.
   “Sometimes people right out 
of high school aren’t ready for 
college,” Edwards said.  “A 
year to grow up isn’t such a 
bad thing.”   

Austin Filbin
Assistant Editor in Cheif 
afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

Birmingham’s Underground Sound

Photo By Austin Filbin 
Flaks band members, from left, Anthony Wehby (vocals), Jack Kelly (guitar), Jack Parsons(bass/guitar), Ben Yost (drums) pose for a picture 
in Yost’s basement. The band often practices there. 

Local band, the 
Flaks,
reflects a 
unique aspect 
of sub-Seaholm 
culture
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A degree and then what?

Practicing Perfect  Aim 

Photo Courtesy Of Carly McMahon
Senior Carly McMahon practices the FITA style of shooting at archery practice in prepara-
tion for the variety of tournaments she competes in state and nationwide.  

The Future 
of Senior 
Pranks at 
Seahom
Abbey Centers
Staff Writer
acenters@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Couresty of Maddy Weinert
The administration hopes to prevent senior pranks like the 
toilet papering of trees that was organized by the class of 
2011 from happening this year.  

Taylor Wyllie
Community Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

  ** Editor’s Note: Names have 
been changed.  

   Kevin White has a problem.  
He has a degree from Western 
Michigan University, student 
loans to pay, and no job. 
   “I didn’t have time to get a 
job,”  White, a Western gradu-
ate of 2011 said.  “I had rent 
due and student loans to deal 

with.  I went on two or three 
interviews but they always told 
me it would be a few weeks be-
fore I heard back.”
   White majored in business 
and had a difficult time find-
ing paid internships to gain 
experience.
   “I couldn’t afford to stay in 
Kalamazoo and work for free,” 
White said.  “I needed the ex-
perience, but I couldn’t make 
ends meet.”
   White then decided to move 

back to his parents’ home in 
Clarkston, Michigan.  He was 
able to job search without the 
stress of bills over his head.
    “My parents knew how rough 
the economy was,” White said.  
“As long as I was being proac-
tive and looking for jobs, they 
were fine with picking up the 
bill.”
   According to Collegegrad.
com, the percentage of college 
students moving back home 
after their schooling has been 
steadily increasing. In 2006, it 
was at 67% and then in 2007, 
the percent of students in-
creased to 73%.  In 2009, 80% 
of students chose to move back 
home instead of branching out 
on their own.
    Moving back home pro-
vided White with a stable 
environment to comfortably 
segue from college life to real 
life.  While this may seem 
like a beneficial thing for col-
lege graduates, University of 
Michigan psychologist Linda 
Anderson disagreed.
   “They get too comfortable, 
too safe,” Anderson said.  “Stu-
dents just graduating from 
college need to grasp the con-
cept that now it’s up to them to 
make a name for themselves in 
this world - it’s sink or swim.”
   Anderson admits sometimes 
a student’s financial situation 
makes it impossible to keep 
an apartment while paying off 
student loans and other debts.  
   “In college, most students 
are the poorest they will ever 
be,” Anderson said.  “I’ve talk-
ed to many students who just 
can’t handle all the bills and 
debt, but there are others who 
go out there and make it hap-
pen.”
     University of Michigan 2010 
graduate Samantha Kent is 
just that student.
    “I had worked too hard to go 
back,” Kent said.  “Around my 
junior year I started my search 

for a paid internship.  I kept 
thinking how pathetic I would 
feel to go home and live in my 
high school bedroom.  That’s 
what really motivated me.”   
   Kent said returning home 
would be counterproductive 
in her eyes.  With most of her 
friends going off to intern-
ships and even  accepting job 
offers, Kent wasn’t about to 
get left behind.
    “U of M has one of the best 
programs when it comes to 
finding internships,” Kent 
said.  “It’s up to you to take 
the initiative and go for it, 
but they do an amazing job 
of showing you what’s out 
there.”
    Kevin White said his school 
offered much of the same 
help, but he didn’t take ad-
vantage of it.
     “I figured it wouldn’t be 
that hard,” White said.  “But I 
got one of the biggest wake up 
calls of my life.”
   After a year, White still 
lives with his parents, but has 
found an internship with T.I. 
Automotive (a supplier for 
Ford) .  He said it’s nice not 
to have the stress of bills and 
lease agreements, but he feels 
like he missed out on a lot of 
experiences.
    “I never really had that 
feeling like I was doing it on 
my own,” White said.  “A lot 
of my friends were getting 
used to the idea of making 
their own financial decisions 
and going to work, but I just 
wasn’t there yet .”
    Kent is happy that she took 
the plunge and stayed inde-
pendent.
    “I took a risk, but I’ve got a 
great apartment that I share 
with my roommate, and I’m 
getting a lot of experience 
with this internship,” Kent 
said.  “I’m so glad that I put 
myself out there and essen-
tially grew up, because now I 
know what I’m capable of.” 

   From 20 yards away she eyes 
her target. 
   Her goal is the center-5 
points-but she’ll be content 
with the yellow ring or even 
the blue. The crowd is silent as 
she pulls back her right elbow, 
the string of the bow tight 
against the bent tip of her fin-
ger. She lets go. 
   Bullseye. 
   Senior Carleigh McMahon 
has been competing in target 
archery for two years, a hobby 
that stemmed from her broth-
er’s passion and parents’ par-
ticipation in the sport. 
   “[I started] just for fun at 
first,” McMahon said. “I start-
ed liking [archery] and I was 
good at it so I just went with 
it.” 
   She began her career in ar-
chery by casually shooting 
alongside her parents and 
brother. It was her mother 
who encouraged her to do 
more, purchasing a bow and 
arrow, and pushing her to join 
a team.  When she was 15 she 
started to compete. 
   “That girl from day one had 
nearly perfect form and ev-
eryone was wowed by her re-
sults,” Linda McMahon said.  
“She went into coaching. She 
went into the Junior Olympic 
Archery Development Pro-
gram and did really well.”
   Archery is a sport broken 
down into multiple styles. In 
Michigan, the most common 
form of archery is bow hunt-
ing. Due to moral reasons, 
McMahon doesn’t hunt. She 
never will.  Instead, she com-
petes in compound archery. 
She uses a futuristic black bow 
with a pulley and 32lb draw to 

shoot a target anywhere from 
20 to 90 yards away. 
   “It’s not what you see in 
the movies,” McMahon said. 
“Those are recurve [bows]. 
My compound is more of a 
modernistic warfare type. It’s 
faster and more powerful and 
more accurate. ” 
   FITA, an internationally 
sanctioned style of shooting, is 
more common in Europe, but 
hosts competitions through-
out the USA.  Such a compe-
tition was the National meet 
McMahon participated in last 
year.  She didn’t place, but ac-
cording to Linda McMahon, 
it’s an achievement to even 
qualify. 
   “It was cool to go to Nation-
als last year and see people 
there from around the world,” 
Linda McMahon said. “[Car-
leigh] did well. She did well in 
even being able to go there.”
   McMahon does, on average, 
place second or third in com-
petitions around the Great 
Lakes Region.  Her team as a 
whole consistently places first. 
   “Our team is the best in the 
state for the most part,” Mc-
Mahon said. “So on my team, 
we usually place first.” 

   McMahon practices once a 
week with her team, creating 
close ties and memories with 
her teammates. 
   “We’re always smiling and 
laughing and having great 
times,” McMahon’s team-
mate, Katie Corcoran said. 
“In sports, it’s really fun to 
be good at the sport and have 
friends but it’s another thing 
to actually have friends who 
you want to see and you want 
to be with, while you’re excel-
ling at the sport you love.”
   Outside of team practices, 
she shoots around four times a 
week.  She’ll travel to Detroit 
to shoot at an indoor target or 
use the synthetic target pinned 
in her basement. Practices 
consist of hours of pure target 
practice, to train their muscles 
and prepare them for shooting 
in all sorts of weather.  More 
importantly, though, is prac-
ticing the mental part of the 
game. 
  “It’s a really huge mental 
game,” McMahon said. “So 
we’ll do mental exercises.” 
   These exercises include vi-
sualizing competitions and 
shooting without actually lift-
ing the bow. 

 “We do what we call mental 
shots,” Corcoran said. “We 
look downrange at the target 
and we pretend like we’re ac-
tually lifting the bow and pull-
ing it back and shooting it. 
Where ever you are, if you’re 
riding the bus or in the gro-
cery store, you can technically 
be practicing archery 24/7.” 
   According to Linda McMa-
hon, the mental part of the 
game is the toughest, albeit 
most fun part of the sport. 
   “It’s just you and your tar-
get. It’s a mental game. Every 
time you pull back that bow, 
it’s completely in your head,” 
Linda McMahon said. “While 
you’re trying to one up some-
body else, really you’re trying 
to do your best. Every time.”
   It’s the mental part, for Mc-
Mahon, that makes archery 
different. It’s the social part 
that makes archery fun. It’s 
the feeling of power that keeps 
her coming back. 
   “It’s a stress reliever,” McMa-
hon said. “Being able to know 
what you’re doing and being 
able to do it and get it in the 
right place at the right time, 

that’s what I love about it.” 

Senior Carly  
McMahon 
Competes 
in National        
Archery 
Competition

   On Friday May 11th administration held an as assembly to 
encourage the graduating class to take a school-endorsed skip 
day. In an effort to prevent senior pranks, Assistant Principal 
Deb Boyer and Principal Dee Lancaster informed students that 
they would be given Friday, May 25th off, instead of the stu-
dent-planned skip day of Monday, May 21st. 
       No absence on the 21st would be excused, even if a par-
ent or guardian called in. Without a doctor’s note, the student 
would receive an unexcused absence and would be forced to 
take finals.
    Senior Riese Weisberg was not pleased with the administra-
tion’s decision to require students to take a planned skip day 
instead of letting students plan their own traditional skip day.
   “I think it’s ridiculous,” said Weisberg.  “Senior skip day is a 
tradition that high schools all across the country have.  It’s not 
fair that Lancaster is punishing us for what the seniors last year 
did.”
     Although last year’s graduating class’ senior skip day was un-
organized, they were not given a school sanctioned day off. And 
on their last day of school, a Friday, there were many destruc-
tive pranks that required a considerable amount of clean up. 
   As a result, Lancaster decided there would be harsher con-
sequences this year for students who still partake in senior 
pranks.
    “Anything that happens will be referred to the police liaison 
officer and you won’t walk at graduation,” Lancaster told the 
assembly of more than 250 seniors. 
   However, Lancaster’s proposed punishment may seem doubt-
ful to students, as this was threatened in years past by former 
Principal Terry Piper, but never carried out.  
      “No, I’m not worried [about getting in trouble],” said senior 
Nolan McPartlin.
   Although almost no seniors skipped on the student-planned 
skip day, it is predicted that senior pranks will still occur. One 
senior student, Sam Katskee, thinks that this year’s senior 
pranks will be even bigger than past years.
   “I think the last three years the senior pranks haven’t been 
that impactful and the kids in my grade this year really want to 
make a bigger statement,” Katskee said. 
   Previous senior pranks have included crickets in the stair-
cases, shredded paper through the hallway, sticky notes on the 
pool windows, stink bombs, and classroom doors glued shut. 
   However, an anonymous source said this year’s pranks rein-
force the grade’s close bond developed throughout their high 
school career. Pranks are more likely to be theatrical stunts 
rather than anything that will cause damage. 
   With many students leaving the state for college, another 
anonymous source said the seniors’ last day will be about cel-
ebrating the last four years and leaving in a positive light, not 
about destructive shenanigans. 
   On Facebook screenshots anonymously sent to the Highland-
er, members of the class of 2012 discussed potential pranks on 
a private group and about the traditional senior tailgate the 
morning of their last day of school. 
   “Step 6: We will have a giant tailgate in the middle of the 
square starting at 6:15 am,” wrote one senior. 
     Although no one is sure exactly what Thursday’s tomfoolery 
will bring, it is clear they will be following “Step 10: Have fun.”

Amy LaFay
Staff Writer
alafay@seaholmhighlander.com

With jobs hard to find, some 
college grads are moving back 
home to save money

Photo By Madeline Tew
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   Almost half of these students work outside of school, holding jobs at local businesses, 
restaurants and a variety of other businesses.
   Along with the majority of American teens, nearly all Seaholm students have cell 
phones. Out of the students surveyed, 100% had phones.  In fact, nearly 71% of these 
cell phone holders are owners of a smartphone, while the remaining 29% of kids have 
standard devices. 
   In Birmingham, the abundance of country clubs would suggest that many students 
enjoy spending free time at their local club.  However among students at Saeaholm, 
relatively few belong to these clubs. About 76% of students asked didn’t belong to any 
clubs. On the other hand, nearly half of the students’ families owned cottages or second 
homes.
   When asked about their parent’s political views, students offered a variety of answers. 
About 38% of parents were both Conservative, 19% both Liberal, 7% both Moderate, 
10% one Conservative and one Liberal, and the remainder were unsure of their parents 
views. 
   Even unsure were students of their own political views. 39% of students didn’t even 
know their political ideologies. However of those who did, about 27% were Conserva-
tive, 24% were Liberal, and 10% were either Moderate or Independent. 
   The final survey questions aimed at understanding the perceptions of the “Birming-
ham Brat” stereotype. 
   According to urbandictionary.com, a site that allows anyone to post slang terms and 
their definitions, “Birmingham is a wonderful place to live, but frequently accused of 
being home to snooty people.” This site also claims Birmingham is a place where “near-
ly everyone owns a pair of Uggs and a North Face.” The “Birmingham brat” label ac-
cuses Birmingham kids of being spoiled, materialistic and vapid. 

   The final questions were intended to identify the perceptions of Birmingham from the 
inside, from those who actually live in or go to school here. When asked if they believed 
in the Birmingham brat stereotype, 79% of student answered yes. 
   So who are these brats? According to the survey, less than 20% of students considered 
themselves to fit this stereotype. 

   Working in Birmingham offers a glimpse at the kinds of people that make up the city. 
Katie, a waitress at a local restaurant --who chose to disclose only her first name, so not 
as to jeopardize her job --knows this first hand.
   “I’ve encountered some rude people,” said Katie. “People with manners are hard to 
come by here.”
   Often times, Katie said, “teenagers come in here and pay with credit cards.” This 
doesn’t necessarily make them brats, “but working in other cities, it’s not as common.” 
   “Many customers are nice normal people,” said Katie, “but in Birmingham there defi-
nitely are those who seem to feel entitled.”
   Cameron Clark, an employee at the Birmingham Athletic Club can also attest to this. 
   One day after prohibiting a Birmingham teen from entering the employees’ only of-
fice, the kid, upset, went off at Clark.
   “He was saying they have a lot of money, so he could do whatever he wanted,” Clark 
said.  
   Just growing up around Birmingham can offer a unique look at the Birmingham brat 
stigma.
   Alison Hacker, a junior at West Bloomfield High School is aware of the Birmingham 
stereotype, saying that it eludes that everyone is “white and upper class.” 
   “People in Birmingham tend to get that reputation,” said Hacker. “But I know it defi-
nitely doesn’t apply to everyone.”
   “I’ve heard that because we are wealthy, we are stuck up and look down on others,” 
Groves High School senior Jessica Turner said.  “I don’t think anyone would want to 
think it’s true, because it’s such a negative stereotype, but there are always some people 
who act like it, so it’s hard to ignore.”

   Before moving to Birmingham and starting her freshman year at Seaholm high, senior 
Charity Williamson attended a public school near Orlando, Florida. 
   “There were all different kinds of people there,” Williamson said, “It was a lot more 
diverse.”
   Once she arrived in Birmingham, Williamson could immediately sense the difference. 
   “I could definitely see the whole bubble thing,” Williamson said. “When I moved here 
it was hard fitting in.” 
   However, Williamson also saw things from a different perspective. 
   “There definitely are brats here, but that doesn’t necessarily mean everyone is a brat,” 
she said. “The [brat] stereotype is a little exaggerated.”
   Such exaggerations can be seen in Twitter accounts like @48009problems, an account 
that’s tweets seem to promote the entitled and spoiled label of the “Birmingham Brats.”
   One such tweet states, “All I want to do is grow up and drive an oversized SUV back 
and forth between my country club and the gym.”
   However some people see things differently. Senior Alyssa Cebulski thought Birming-
ham was a safe and good environment. 
   “My family moved here to be in this area,” Cebulski said. “We moved here so I could 
go to a good school [Seaholm].”
   Yet despite the safe and affable environment, some students can’t help but see the 
negative aspects of Birmingham. 
   “Birmingham is a giant bubble that can’t be popped, “ junior Johnny Mullen said. 
   Added sophomore Isabella Lalonde, “Birmingham is a place where fitting in is every-
thing.”

   All across Michigan, Birmingham kids are known as the “Birmingham Brats”.  A high 
standard of living, along with high incomes and large homes contribute to the negative 
connotations that come with growing up in this city. But how do we really stack up?
   According to the 2010 U.S. census, the average household income in America was 
$49,445. This number is significantly smaller than Birmingham’s average of $93,992 
per year. Also lofty, is Birmingham’s average home value of $338,434.
   These statistics contribute to the prosperous community that Birmingham has be-
come, so it comes as no surprise that according to cityrating.com, in 2009, the violent 
crime rate for Birmingham was 77.82% lower than the national average.
   Birmingham is like any well-off community. It is composed of many affluent fami-
lies. It has a remarkable school system and many thriving local businesses. Community 
members are involved in making Birminghamm clean and safe.
   Besides the prevalent stereotype and preconceived notions, there are actual Twitter 
accounts dedicated to mocking the Birmingham lifestyle. Somehow Birmingham has 
racked up quite a bit of judgment.
   To explore these notions, The Highlander administered a survey to 136 Seaholm 
students. The survey aimed at getting a glimpse at the typical Birmingham student at 
Seaholm high school. 

   About 68% of the students surveyed actually reside in Birmingham, while the other 
32% live in Troy, Bloomfield Hills, Southfield or elsewhere. 
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Class of 2012

$6,446,629: The amount of money the Class of 2012 will 
be spending on college next fall.

$23,273.03: Average tutition per student.

$56,501: The tutition at Washington University, the most 
expensive school the Class of 2012 will be attending. 

2338 miles Farthest School: University of California- San 
Diego.

5 miles Closest School: Lawrence Technological Univer-
sity.

46 University of Michigan vs. 49 Michigan State University

200: People staying in Michigan vs. 70 going out of state.
 
53: People going to a Private school vs. 217 going to a Pub-
lic schools

3: Number of students entering the Marine Corps.

“Love my grade, 2012 or die.”- annie Sevec

“The STudenT SecTion.”-vicky STrohm

“i Love everyone… buT acTuaLLy.”- chriSTy WeLLS

“The broThers of 2012.”- Jason CriCk

“Weiss for presidenT.”- Cullen o’keefe

“#Maplenation.”- haiLee ScheuLe

24: The number of collegiate athletes from the Class of 
2012. 

74: Number of different colleges the Class of 2012 will be 
attending next fall, spreading over 24 states and Canada. 

284: The number of Seniors.

145 Boys vs. 139 girls

6: The number of sets of twins in the Class of 2012.

11: The number of red heads in the Class of 2012.
 
Lauren: The most common girl name

John: The most common boy name

Julia Austin: The tallest girl in the Class of 2012. 6’2”

Dan Gibbs: The tallest boy in the Class of 2012. 6’7”

Passing The Torch 

class of 2012 sTaTisTics

SeniorS’ Favorite thingS about SeaholM in 
6 WordS or leSS

“our cLaSS cannoT be maTched.”- maTT WiLkinSon

“We are a family of 284.”- JaCk apap

“Wearing Summer TankS a LoT.” -J.d. heSS

“iT WaS a good Time.”- Trevor daineS

“TheSe are my peopLe.”- grace varLeSe

“iT’s been real.”- paige neuenfeldT 
“We WenT ouT in STyLe.”- Zach Shaben

“The never-ending enTerTainmenT.”- emma coury

“We are family.”- James berTrand

“inspiraTional group 
of young people.”

-ClayTon peTry

“We did iT!”- Sophie mendeL
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C O L L E G E B O UND

Adrian College

Madeline Pazzi
Xavier Taylor
Zachariah Thibeault
Alec Yuhn
Russel Frye 
Carleigh McMahon
Cameron Smyk

Central Michigan 
University

Lauren Bennett
Leah Bennett
Megan Brewer
Eboni Clemoens
Amanda Demery
Tyler Grinblatt
Justin Halvorson
Kayli Horwath
Adam Hudak
Keith  McAllister
Lauren McMahon
Stephanie Muir
Courtney Rogers
Meghan Rowlands
Connor Shantz
Megan Smith
Grace Varlese
Charity Williamson

College  for Creative 
Studies

 
Matteo Iavicoli

Eastern Michigan 
University

 
Matthew Conley
Brendan Keyes
Alec Robinson

Ferris State
 
Neal Cortright
Lauren O’Brien
Harrison Watt

Grand Valley State 
University 

 
Kai Czajka
Fiona Eaken
Daniel Hernandez
Kellie Howe
Ellen Keenan
Jack Perham

Hope College
 
Michael Doney
Kelly Feiten
Lily Mehta

Kalamazoo College
 
Hunter Bernier
Luke Wharton

Lawrence 
Technological 

University
 
Kendall Roberts

Macomb Community 
College

 
Dane Rowlands

Michigan State 
University

 
Chelsea Abbott
Sam Alsabti
Scott Anderson
Andrew Benson
Jillian Bickley
Hannah Brooks
Timothy Christensen
Alexandra Cook
Jason Crick
Christopher Dasbach
Emily Davidow
Zack Demko
Joseph Dine
Spencer Eick
John Elder
Sean Erni
Allyson Foreman
Genevieve Gagnier

John Hess
Lesley Hocking
InWoo Hwang
Stephanie Joesph
Kathryn Kaleth
Katherine Kuhne
Abigial London
Griffin Martin
Molly Matice
Rebecca McCurley
Paige Moore
Morgan Morton
Steven Palmeri
Emily Parsons
Michael Pomorski
John Porcerelli
Tessa Raymond
Madeline Reem
Gabriella Rodrigues
Kramer Schultz
Simon Schuster
David Scott
Annalea Sevec
Sommer Shefferly
Kirstyn Shiner
Riese Weisberg
Christina Wells
Matthew Wilkinson
Kevin Witenoff
Cartier Zori

Northern Michigan 
University

 
Claire Connolly
Melinda Fithian

Oakland Community 
College

 
Jacob Abbo
Muhannad Al-Bakkour
Alia Applin
Harry Booth
Cameron Brady
Jordan Costello
John Crampton
Nicole Galdi
Damien Hirst
Jack Isler
Jacqueline Kelly
Mitchel Kelly
Joseph Kosteniuk
Dillon McCardle
Abraham Morgan

Jessie Packer
Joseph Pecoraro
Zachary Pendracki
Parker Roberts

Oakland Technical 
Center

 
Taylor Remski

Oakland University
 
Bradley Beckett
Dylan Dulberg
Claire Graham
Jimmy Halmhuber
Rendal Harris
Caroline Haygood
Kaleigh Jerzykowski
Ashley Kajy
Pat Kelly
Mikael Nefcy
Krista Pallas
Shannon Schashei
Austin Schea
Marckenson Sylvestre
Erika Vance
Jude Alsawah

Saginaw Valley State 
University

 
Isabella Leyva
John Glazier

Schoolcraft College
 
Christian LaLonde

Spring Arbor 
University

 
Briana Jones

University of Detroit 
Mercy

 
Bradley Schwab

University of Michigan, 
Ann Arbor

 
Julia Austin
Jake Badalamenti
Maddy Baroli
Daniel Bekemeyer
Sam Corey
Emma Coury
Reid Davison
John Denison
Dylan DeWitt
Phillip DiCenso
Kathleen Dow
Savannah Dupin
Colin Finley
Dan Gibbs
Ryan Graham
Robbie Grenn
Annie Grier
Lauren Hall
Joseph Hellrung
Marcy Hickey
David Hodgson
Sterling Johnson
Ellen Koseck
Josh Kreitman
Seth Kreitman
Nicole Lalka
Kevin Lam
Rebekah Lapinski
Kate Lobaza
Lauren Mathews
Nolan McPartlin
Michael Meldrum
Sophie Mendel
Juliana Naski
Cullen O’Keefe
Jake Plotnik
Carrie Quigley

Nick Resnick 
Rebecca Rosen

Amelia Runco
Camille Sambar
Vicky Strohm
Kristen Thut
Nhi Tran
Reid Turnbull
Andrew Weiss
Lauren Yousif

University of Michigan, 
Dearborn

 
Erin Kavanaugh
Megan Kavanaugh
Alexis Pearcy

Wayne State University
 
Aaron Cohen
Taylor Coyle
Daynna Myers
Drew Wilkinson

Western Michigan 
University

 
Casey Armil
Shane Bowman
Chris Joesph
Ben Jones
Catherine Lawler
Carter Ortale
Rachel Stafford
Ryan Williams
Amanda Zohoury
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C O L L E G E B O UND

A L A B A MA

Birmingham-Southern 
College

Nick Vick

A R I Z O NA

Arizona State 
University

Ryan Law
Sarah Nagley

CALIFORNIA

Santa Monica College

Chris Barr

University of 
California - San Diego

Shane Levy

C O L O R A D O

Colorado State 
University

Dennis Wegienek

University of Colorado 
Boulder

Bailey Boese

University of Denver

Julie Leebove

FL O R ID A

Ringling College of 
Art and Design

Evan Nagridge

Rollins College

Sarah Feiten

Seminole State College 
of Florida

Essence Biggs

G E O R G IA

Georgia State 
University

Sara Olivova

IL L IN O IS

DePaul University

Connor Flynn
Lauren Hextell
Amy LaFay
Erik Morandi

MASSACHUSETTS

Boston College

Hailee Schuele

MISSISSIPPI

University of 
Mississippi

Lauren Almeranti
Kaitlin Dowler

MISS O UR I

Missouri Tech

Matthew Jacobs

Washington University 
in St. Louis

David Bender

NEW YORK

Marymount Manhattan

Alyssa Cebulski

New York University

Madeline Jerge

Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute

Spencer Whitehead

Syracuse University 

Jasper Apollonia

N O R T H 

C AR O L INA

University of North 
Carolina

Paige Neuenfeldt

O H I O

Bowling Green State 
University

Hunter Marcuson

Denison University

Carlo Clavenna
Kelly Frazier

John Carroll University

Joseph Kaminski

Kent State

Gabriella Harnadek

Miami University

Drake Braun
John Quay
Philip Richards
Katie Root
Ellie Woodruff

Illinois Institute of 
Art - Chicago

Clayton Petry

Loyola University

Samuel Katskee
Sarah McBride
Mackenzie Moore
Hannah Rich

IND IA NA

Indiana Tech

Arielle Williams

Indiana University, 
Bloomington

Quinn Bush
Daniel Girdler
Peter Redebaugh
Zachary Shaben

Purdue University

Carolynn Gragg
Elizabeth Vermoesen

St. Mary’s College

Rachel Murphy
Gina Serra

University of Notre 
Dame

Kelsey Lalka

K A N S A S

University of Kansas

Neal Page

MARYLAND

John Hopkins 
University

Erin O’Donnell

U.S. Naval Academy

RJ Haley

Muskingum University

Alex Arnold

Ohio Wesleyan 
University

Christian Sanford

University of Cincinnati

Giulia Iavicoli

University of Dayton

Anna Ames
Jack Apap
Meghan Dooley

PENNSYLVANIA

Lehigh University

Trevor Zeffiro

S O U T H 

C AR O L INA

College of Charleston

Kelsey Gariepy

University of South 
Carolina

Daniel Laboe

S O U T H 

D A K O T A

University of South 
Dakota

Charlotte Yaw

T E X A S

Southern Methodist 
University

Tommy Fink
Jamie Hinz

U T A H

Brigham Young 
University

Lucy Henne

VIR GINIA

University of Richmond

Caitlin Hemby

WISCONSIN

University of 
Wisconsin, Madison

Madison Boston

C A N A D A

Queen’s University 
(Ontario)

James Bertrand

McGill University 
Montreal (Quebec)

Kate Elder

O T H E R

Gap Year

Alex Aldridge
Kevin Aldridge
Rachel Gallagher
Alex Shur

United States Marine 
Corps

Even Cebrian
Trevor Daines
Collin Williams
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Dylan DulbergMeghan Dooley Jamie Hinz
Opinion Editor 2011

College major: Eletronic Media and 
Journalism 

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

My ability to be crazy without anyone judging! 
Future journalism plans?

I don’t know about journalism, but I’ll be 
chasing the dream in Cali.

Kit Kuhne

Simon Schuster
University of  Michigan

Peter Redebaugh Kathleen Dow
Michigan State University

Chelsea Abbott

John Elder

Harrison Watt

Carolynn Gragg

Scott Anderson
Michigan State University

Jake Badalamenti

John Glazier Sterling Johnson

Cameron Smyk 

Amy LaFay

David Bender Neal Cortright

Rachel Murphy Cartier Zori Austin Schea

Indiana University

Michigan State University Oakland University

Sports Editor
College major: Business
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
Simon Schuster and fruit.

Future journalism plans?
Possibly writing for the IU Newspaper.

Editor-in-Chief
College major: Journalism and Public Policy

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

The staff and all the newsroom insanity.
Future journalism plans?

Hopefully working for the State News.

Lifestyles Editor
College major: Undecided
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
My fellow editors and wearing fruit.

Future journalism plans?
Possibly writing for the Michigan Daily.

Opinion Editor 2012
College major: Journalism and 

Political Science
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
Ball State and making fun of Simon. 

Future journalism plans?
Writing for the State News. 

Photo Editor
College major: Journalism
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
Production nights.

Future journalism plans?
Working for the Oakland Post.

Webmaster
College major: General Business

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Being made fun of.
Future journalism plans?

Possibly working for the Daily Campus and/or 
minoring in Journalism.

Southern Methodist UniversityUniversity of Dayton

College major: Poly Sci
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Playing football.

Michigan State University University of  Michigan

Michigan State University University of  Michigan

Oakland University Ferris State University

Ferris State University

DePaul University

Washington University in St. Louis

Saginaw Valley State University

Albion College Michigan State University

Purdue University

College major: Broadcast 
Journalism

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Being a Big 10 Athlete.

College major: Undecided
What are you most looking 

forward to?
To chase a dream.

College major: Engineering
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Continuing the Big Tuna 

legacy.

College major: Neuroscience
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Getting to do what I want, all 

the time.

College major: Music Indus-
try Management

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Being super hipster n’stuff.

College major: Business
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Being on my own and 

improving my fratitude.

College major: Business
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Being the very best. Like no-

one ever was.

College major: Poly Sci
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Being 5 minutes away from the 

beach.

College major: 
Communications

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Football season.

College major: Accounting
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Sororities.

College major: Communica-
tions

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Finding out what a Boiler-
maker is.

College major: Culinary and 
Journalism

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Leavin’ the ‘Ham.

College major: Undecided
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Lacrosse.

College major: Psychology
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Girls.

St. Mary’s College

Andrew Weiss 

College major: Business
What are you most looking 

forward to?
The student section.

J.D. Hess 
Michigan State University
College major: Undecided

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Lax sesh.

Jack Apap 

College major: Undecided
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Starting a new chapter.

University of Dayton

University of  Michigan
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Decorations: Make your 

party colorful and festive 

with plastic tablecloths 

from Factory Direct Party 

at only $1.09 each.  For 

balloons, table decora-

tions, and chair cover-

ings, throw in an extra 

$100 to $200.

It’s the end of the school year for seniors, but the work is far from over. They’ve finished their assignments, turned 
in their books, but there’s one last thing to organize: The Graduation Party. Graduation is one of the most important 
events of a high school student’s life, and, in Birmingham, their graduation party often reflects that.

Finding the best catering, decorations, and venue for this special occasion is very important heree in Birmingham. 
Carefully selecting the components of a grad party can make the event memorable. Here are a few guidelines set 
by current and previous Seaholm seniors.

Invitations: Let your friends and family 
know your big day is quickly approach-
ing.  Unique Image will incorporate your 
postcard style invitation with your favorite 
senior picture at $130 for 150 postcards.

Moon Bounce: Michael Meldrum and Nolan 
McPartlin take their grad party to the next level 
with adult sized moon bounces renting at $375 
for one day.

Cash: While a party may seem like too 
much work and stress, it could prove 
to be worth your while. Last year’s 
Seaholm graduates raked in an average 
of $2,400.

SEAHOLM 
GRAD PARTIES

Invitations: Let your 

friends and family know 

your big day is quickly 

approaching.  Unique Im-

age will incorporate your 

postcard style invitation 

with your favorite senior 

picture at $130 for 150 

postcards.

Chairs, Tables, Table-

cloth: You can’t have a 

party without the  

basic necessities!   

Vinyl folding chairs 

rent for $1.50 each and 

tables at $8 each from 

C&N Party Rental.

Tent: Unexpected rain could ruin a much anticipated graduation 
event. A 20 X 30 tent at only $250 (includes setup and takedown) 

from Bos Tent Rental could save the day.  If you’re expecting a big-
ger party, a 30 X 45 tent could be as much as $500 to $550.

Entertainment: 
Keep your 
guests enter-
tained with a 
little magic.  
One show will 
cost you $300 
at the least. 

                  Food: 
         While food at most     
     grad parties consist of    
  whatever dad can whip up 
on the grill, Seaholm gradu-
ates keep it classy with cater-
ing options.  Qdoba offers 
a delicious Taco Bar for $8  
  per guest.  Switch it up 
   with catering from Sai
      Thai for $10 per 
 guest.

Amy LaFay
Staff Writer
ALaFay@seaholmhighlander.com

Content

John Elder
Staff Writer
JElder@seaholmhighlander.com

Dylan Dulberg
Photography Editor
DDulberg@seaholmhighlander.com

Design

All statistics based upon 
a Highlander survey 
of several graduated 
Seaholm students.

The backyard is always an acceptable venue…
Especially when you have a sand volleyball pit 
to keep your guests entertained.
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Outstanding Service to Seaholm Awards
Daniel Bekemeyer
Timothy Christenson
Kellie Howe
Sam Corey
Kirstyn Shiner
Jamie Hinz
Kathleen Dow
David Bender
Ann Grier
Christian Sanford
Kevin Witenoff

Seaholm Community Service Scholarship
Jamie Hinz

President’s Volunteer Service Awards
Alexandra Arnold
Madison Boston
Jamie Hinz
Parker Roberts
Simon Schuster
Kirstyn Shiner
Kevin Witneoff

MHSAA Awards
Daniel Bekemeyer
David Bender
Emma Coury
Reid Davison
Colin Finley
Kelly Frazier
Genevieve Gagnier
Ann Grier
Nolan McPartlin

Jacob Plotnik
Caroline Quigley
Kristen Thut

George W. Forester Award
Kelly Frazier
Jack Howard

Rotary Club Strive Award
Sarah Nagley
Brendan Keyes

Prudential Spirit of the Community 
Award
Alexandra Cook
Lauren Hall

Seaholm Alumni Award
Arielle Williams

Perfect Attendance Award
Brenden Keyes

Marc Joslyn Awards
Rebecca Rosen
Nicholas Resnick

Dr. Barbara Ducker-Chin Award
Kellie Howe

SOS – Above and Beyond Award
Ryan Williams
Kellie Howe

National Honor Society Scholarship

Alex Arnold
Reid Davison
Savannah Dupin
Daynna Myers

Evans Scholarship
Kevin Lam
Dylan DeWitt

Art Department
Photography Award
Leah Bennett
Lauren Hextell
Giulia Iavicoli
Paige Moore
Simon Schuster

National Award Exhibition in NYC
Simon Schuster 

Business Technology Department
The James Schachern Excellence in 
Business Award
Hunter Marcuson
Cartier Zori
Thomas Fink
Jason Crick

Focus in Computer Tech Award
Griffin Martin

John Elder
Ryan Williams

Engineering Technology Department
Student of the Year
Reid Turnbull

Publications
Vida B. McGriffin Award
Simon Schuster 
Charity Williamson

English Department
Excellence in Literature and Writing

David Bender

Keith Bernacki Award
Cullen O’Keefe
Lauren Yousif

The Kelly Muzzi Award of Excellence
Rebecca Rosen
Sam Corey

Excellence in Speaking
Michael Meldrum
Madeline Jerge

Excellence in Reading
Claire Connolly

Excellence in Forensics
Gina Serra
Kristen Thut
Kathleen Dow
Rebecca Rosen
Nick Resnick

Life Management Department
Outstanding LM Award
Erika Vance

Mathematics Department
The Joseph Ponczocha Award 
for Outstanding Performance in 
Mathematics
Emma Coury

Excellence in Mathematics
Cullen O’Keefe
Kate Lobaza
Nick Resnick
David Bender
Paige Neuenfeldt
Spencer Whitehead
Jilly Bickley
Nolan McPartlin

Honors in Mathematics
Michael Meldrum
Lauren Mathews
Suyu Sang

Music Department
Department Award for Choir
Michael Meldrum

Department Award for Band
Phillip Di Censo
Annie Grier

Science Department
Outstanding Science Award 
David Bender 
Gigi Gagnier 

USA Biology Olympiad Semi Finalist
Ryan Graham

Social Studies Department
Art DelVero
Reid Davison

Michael O’Donnell
Emma Coury

Theodore Roosevelt
Cullen O’Keefe

World Languages Department
Excellence in Study of French 
Language
Daniel Bekemeyer
Cullen O’Keefe

Excellence in Study of Spanish 
Language Colin Finley

Excellence in Study of Chinese 
Language
Daynna Myers

Phi Beta Kappa 
and the President’s 
Educational Awards
Abbott, Chelsea
Alsabti, Sam
Ames, Anna-PA
Arnold, Alexandra
Austin, Julia-PA
Badalamenti, James
Baroli, Madeline
Bekemeyer, Daniel-PA
Bender, David-PA
Benson, Andrew-PA
Bertrand, James-PA
Bickley, Jillian-PA
Bis, Alexandro

Boese, Bailey
Boston, Madison
Braun, Drake
Brewer, Megan-PA
Brooks, Hannah
Christensen, Timothy
Cook, Alexandra
Corey, Samuel
Coury, Emma-PA
Dasbach,  Christopher
Davidow, Emily
Davison, Reid-PA
Denison, John-PA
DeWitt, Dylan-PA
Di Censo, Phillip-PA
Dooley, Meghan
Dow, Kathleen-PA
Dowler, Kaitlin

Dupin, Savannah-PA
Elder, John-PA
Elder, Kate-PA
Feiten,  Kelly
Feiten, Sarah
Fink, Thomas-PA
Finley, Colin-PA
Flynn, Connor-PA
Foreman, Allyson
Frazier, Kelly
Gagnier, Genevieve-PA
Gariepy, Kelsey
Gragg, Carolynn
Graham, Ryan-PA
Grenn, Robert-PA
Grier, Ann-PA
Haley, Reed-PA
Hall, Lauren

Hellrung, Joseph
Hemby, Caitlin-PA
Hickey, Marcella-PA
Hinz, Jamie
Hodgson, David-PA
Howard, Jack
Jerge, Madeline
Jerzykowski, Kaleigh
Johnson, Sterling-PA
Kaleth, Kathryn
Katskee, Samuel-PA
Koseck, Ellen
Kreitman, Joshua-PA
Kreitman, Seth
LaFay, Amy-PA
Lalka, Kelsey-PA
Lalka, Nicole-PA
Lam, Kevin

Lapinski, Rebekah-PA
Leebove, Julie-PA
Levy, Shane
Lobaza, Katherine-PA
London, Abigail
Martin, Griffin-PA
Mathews, Lauren-PA
McBride, Sarah
McCann,  Michael
McCurley, Rebecca
McPartlin,  Nolan-PA  
Mehta, Sarina
Meldrum, Michael-PA
Mendel, Sophia-PA
Moore, Mackenzie-PA
Moore, Paige-PA
Murphy, Rachel-PA
Myers, Daynna-PA

Naski, Juliana
Nefcy, Mikael
Neuenfeldt, Paige-PA
O’Donnell, Erin-PA
O’Keefe,  Cullen-PA
Pallas, Krista
Palmeri, Steven-PA
Parsons, Emily
Plotnik, Jacob-PA
Pomorski,  Michael
Porcerelli, Jonathan
Quay, John-PA
Quigley,  Caroline-PA
Raymond, Tessa
Resnick, Nicholas-PA
Richards, Philip
Rodrigues, Gabriella-PA
Root, Kate

Rosen, Rebecca-PA
Runco, Amelia-PA
Sambar, Camille
Schuele, Hailee-PA
Schuster, Simon
Schwab,  Bradley
Serra, Gina
Sevec, Annalea
Shefferly, Sommer
Shiner, Kirstyn
Strohm,  Victoria-PA
Thut, Kristen-PA
Tran, Nhi
Turnbull, Reid-PA
Wegienek, Dennis-PA
Weisberg, Riese-PA
Weiss, Andrew-PA
Wells, Christina-PA

Seaholm Award Winners

2011-2012

Wilkinson, Matthew
Yousif, Lauren
Trevor Zeffiro-PA
Cartier Zori-PA

Friend us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/baldwinlib 
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248-647-1700 
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www.baldwinlib.org/enews 
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   The rules are officially being changed. Parking passes at 
Seaholm will now be connected to attendance. 
   Next year, Principal Dee Lancaster will have the authority to 
pull junior and senior students’ parking passes if their atten-
dance or tardies to class become an issue. 
   The only thing that is not definite yet is the issuing of the 
passes. Administrators are considering only letting juniors and 
seniors who have a high percentage of attendance and a low 
amount of tardies buy parking passes.
   “Next year, parking passes will be based on total absences, 
whether they are excused or unexcused,” said Lancaster.
   The goal of these new rules is to improve the attendance of 
students and keep their tardies minimal. According to Lancast-
er, teachers have been complaining that students come late to 
class if they have lunch before. If these new rules are enforced, 
students will be more motivated to come back from lunch ear-
lier and stop skipping class because they won’t want to lose 
their passes. 
   If a student gets their pass taken away, it won’t be refunded, 
but they will have the chance to eventually earn it back.
   “At the school I worked at before Seaholm, we would only al-
low parking passes to students who had a percentage of 92 or 
better based on attendance and tardies,” said Lancaster.
   This is the percentage the administration is discussing for 
next year at Seaholm. If there are 180 days in a school year and 
student has 92 percent attendance, that would mean the stu-
dent would have missed about 70 classes which is equivalent to 
about 15 days total. Students would have to be absent a full five 
days each trimester to earn the attendance percentage of 92. 
Exceptions to the rule, such as a student missing a lot of school 
because of an illness are still being discussed also.
   “Ninety two percent is way too high,” said junior Elise O’Keefe. 
“Hardly anyone would get a parking pass.”
   Other junior students agree and think these new rules are a 
bad idea.
   “We never did that in the past and kids shouldn’t be penalized 
for excused absences,” said junior Dana Smith.
   Junior Eric Smith disagrees.
   “If you’re not going to be here, you shouldn’t get to have a 
pass,” Smith said.
   Though this rule may be disciplinary for the students with 
a high percentage of absences, those who have a good record 
will get the chance for more convenient parking spots. There 
has been a lack of parking spaces in the student parking lot, 
especially this year. 
   According to Lancaster, even though the student lot has al-
most 400 parking spots, the office is selling too many passes 
to students. Because of this, students have been resorting to 
parking on the white lines at the end of the rows or park in the 
teacher lot off of Lincoln instead.
   “If enforcing this new rule means there will be more places to 
park, then I’m okay with it,” said junior Katie Rankin.
   The policy is coming, but it’s not yet finished. The official 
rules for parking passes will be sorted out over the summer. 
Lancaster plans to send out an email notice to all Seaholm stu-
dents when they make their final decisions.

Skip Class? 
Lose Your 
Parking Pass 

   Chip Gorman watches the 
parking lot from his slightly 
raised spot on the corner of 
the parking lot sidewalk, call-
ing out “good morning’s” and 
“slow down’s” in about equal 
measure.
   Gorman has had his share 
of excitement, both good 
and bad, in his two years at 
Seaholm. Aside from being hit 
by a couple of absent minded 
drivers, he has had plenty of 
encounters with parents as 
well.
   “A father, probably decid-
ing he was the most impor-
tant person in the parking lot, 
decided to roar through the 
parking lot cutting everybody 
off.” Gorman said. “When I 
went over to him, he rolled 
his window down and starting 
giving me a expletive laden 
verbal assault.” 
   Gorman has been the tar-
get of multiple anger episodes 
from parents, including being 
yelled at and very nearly in-
jured. 
   “Once he rolled his window 
up, he nearly ran over my foot, 
I pounded the side of his car 
on the window,” Gorman said. 
“Now he stops and gets out 
and he’s going to be the tough 
guy. I cannot tell you exactly 
what he said because it is not 
allowed for public consump-
tion, but he threatened me.”
   Gorman has been tested as 
to how well he can keep a level 
head, from both students and 
parents. Being bumped into by 
students cars and nearly ran 
over by parents is the more 
somber side of Gorman’s job, 
other aspects are much more 
pleasant. 
   “Most people have slowed 

Molly Force
Staff Writer 
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

   Right now, in this area, most teenagers are 
under the impression that they have to go to a 
“good” college, not some small school up north 
that no one knows about. 
   Students think that they either want to go to 
Michigan, Michigan State, or some other re-
nowned school. 
   They are raised to believe that this is the 
standard they have to make. If they don’t get 
into schools like those, the thought is that they 
aren’t enough. 
   They aren’t smart enough. 
   They aren’t good enough. 
   What most students don’t know is, small col-
leges have their advantages. 
   Loren Pope, author of Looking Beyond the 
Ivy League, firmly believes that smaller col-
leges are the way to go.
   “It is nonsense to think that bigger is better, 
especially in education. The good small liber-
al arts college will give you the best and most 
challenging education,” writes Pope. “It also 
will make you a better person, a more indepen-
dent and creative thinker than the university. 
The small college produces the pioneers and 
risk takers who will prosper in the new world.”
   Mitch Albom, author and writer for the De-
troit Free Press, wrote an article called The 
College That Rejects You May Do You a Favor, 
giving students a reality check. 
   “Well, relax. Because here’s the thing: When 
you get older, you realize college doesn’t make 
you, you make college,” said Albom. “Many an 

Ivy Leaguer is now lying on a couch, and many 
a community college grad is running a profit-
able company.”
   Courtney Fall, graduate of Royal Oak High 
School is now a senior at Hope, a small college, 
located in Holland, Michigan.
   “No one from my high school had ever heard 
of Hope, so when I made a campus visit I was 
not sure what to expect,” said Fall. “The atmo-
sphere is very friendly and the classes are small 
enough that you can ask questions and get help 
directly from professors rather than their TAs.”
   Students who want to go to a larger college 
because of the sports atmosphere may be sur-
prised to know that they can find just as an en-
thusiastic crowd at a college as small as Hope, 
with about 3,200 students. Fall plays hockey 
for Hope but he believes the sporting events 
are exciting.
   “The sporting events are really fun,” said Fall. 
“I can’t speak for all of them, we are on the 
road often for hockey but the basketball games 
are always a blast and though I may be a bit bi-
ased, I think it’s hard to beat the packed house 
at the rink for a rivalry game.”
   Another concern students have about small 
colleges is the number of people. They want 
to be able to meet a lot of different people and 
not be stuck with a small group of people to be-
come friends with.
   “The social experience is much like those 
of other colleges with a definite emphasis on 
Greek life. However, even if you aren’t in a frat 
or sorority there are plenty of things to do and 
people to meet,” said Fall. “People ask that 
question often about knowing everybody, the 

truth is...no. Though the school is under four 
thousand people, as a senior I still meet new 
people and see plenty of people I don’t recog-
nize.”
   Fall is an example of a student who kept an 
open mind to small colleges and ended up lov-
ing it.
   Judy Stahl of Seaholm’s College and Career 
also believes small colleges have their advan-
tages.
   “Since classes are smaller colleges, there can 
be more opportunities,” Stahl said. “There’s 
less competition and a student can be a big fish 
in a small pond.”
   Smaller colleges also give students the chance 
to have a personal relationship with their 
teachers. Students are able to work close with 
their professors, which can lead to research op-
portunities.
   Alex Wood, a Seaholm grad, is another stu-
dent who decided to go to a smaller school of 
almost 3,000 students. He is now a junior at 
Dension University, in Ohio.
   “I have the ability to contact and interact 
with my professors whenever I need their help, 
feedback, and advice for a class,” said Wood. 
“All of the classes I have taken at Denison have 
a class size of around 24, with the maximum 
around 30 and the minimum of 5, which al-
lows for each professor to spend the appropri-
ate amount of time in and out of class that each 
student needs in order to earn the best grade 
and learn the most that they possibly can.”
   Because of the class sizes, Wood said he has 
been able to make real connections with his 
teachers.

   “The professors that I have formed relation-
ships with are especially important because 
they are the ones who ask students to partici-
pate in research studies and are also the ones 
who write recommendation letters to gradu-
ate school programs, which in turn could set 
someone up for the rest of their career,” said 
Wood.
   Another advantage of smaller class sizes is 
the ability to become close with other students 
as well.
   “My favorite thing about Denison is how close 
of a community the campus really is,” said 
Wood. “The beauty of Denison and any small 
school is that as you walk around campus you 
recognize so many people that you know but at 
the same time you meet knew people on a daily 
basis, which in my opinion is one of the great-
est parts of a small school.”
   Wood is yet another example of a student who 
ended up loving a small college like Denison 
because he kept an open mind when searching 
for colleges.
   “I am without a doubt glad that I went to a 
smaller school,” said Wood. “Personally, when 
I was searching for a place to go to college I was 
looking for a school that would challenge me 
academically in ways that a bigger school just 
wouldn’t be able to do and at the same time 
I wanted a social environment that made me 
feel comfortable but also challenged me to step 
outside my boundaries and Denison has done 
both of these things. I feel that many of the op-
portunities I have at Denison I wouldn’t have 
had if I went to a bigger school and I am thank-
ful of the school I attend on a regular basis.”

Juniors: It’s College Application Season
Commentary

Chip’s Interesting
Endeavors 

John Elder 
Staff Writer
jelder@seaholmhighlander.com

down, a little more,” Gorman 
said. “Most people take my 
hand signal seriously because 
they don’t want to get bel-
lowed at.”
   Gorman is well known for his 
use of loud speech and intense 
use of hand signals. But when 
he isn’t watching the lot, he is 
helping the administration, 
and is frequently seen roam-
ing the halls of Seaholm. 
   Gorman’s parking lot duties 
have included directing people 
to open spots, checking park-
ing passes for non-student 
cars, and even parking stu-
dents cars when they are not 
able themselves. 
   “Even beyond simple parking 
lot duties, he really does pro-
vide some security.” Seaholm 
Assistant Principal Deb Boy-
er said. “He’s not a security 
guard through an agency, but 
he does provide security, be-
cause a lot of what Chip does 
is making sure we don’t have a 
bumper car lot out there.”
   Gorman provides security 
services to Seaholm when he 
isn’t guarding the parking lot, 
including acting as security at 
school dances as well as school 
functions. 
   “When I’m in need of an ad-
ditional person for an investi-
gation, Chip is in here with me 
to help me out,” Boyer said. 
“He also works with Joe Jelas-
ic to check the video cameras if 
something comes up missing 
or if something is damaged in 
the parking lot.”
   When Gorman is in the 
building during school hours, 
he is usually assisting Boyer 
with an investigation, or even 
checking his assigned section 
of the building during drills.
   “He also helps me with all 
the drills,” Boyer said. “He has 
his own section of the building 
to check when we have fire or 

tornado drills.”
   “Some people really don’t 
know how to park,” Gorman 
said. “The young lady, junior, 
who wasn’t capable of parking 
her car, I did that one too.”
   Gorman has taken his watch-
ing out for students cars to a 
new level by parking their cars 
for them. When a student isn’t 
able to park their car, Gorman 
is willing to park it for them 
so they will not damage other 
students cars.  
   “The one time Chip didn’t 
park it for her, she parked 
literally inches from my car,” 
Senior Christian Sanford said, 
“I had to watch Chip coach her 
out of the spot. It was terrify-
ing.”
   Gorman is a part of the fac-
ulty that goes unnoticed by 
some, and taken for granted 
by others. But for the people 
he befriends, he is an instru-
mental part of the Seaholm 
equation.
   “There are intangible things 
he offers,” Boyer said. “just by 
the mere fact that he knows 
you guys.”

Photo By Dylan Dulberg

Gorman has directed and watched over the parking lot for the past two years and looks for-
ward to more years at Seaholm. 

Molly Force
Staff Writer 
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

Ranking
Cont. from page 1

precaution to ensure their 
team ended up on top.
   From hiding in dumpsters to 
sleeping in garages, students 
did whatever it took to avoid 
being “hit”. 
  Water Wars may be the sin-
gle most competitive event a 
Seaholm student can partici-
pate in. The elimination style 
of play meant that players 
were constantly on the watch 
for ambushes, and always 
plotting their next move.
   Senior Andrew Benson spent 
almost two hours in a tree 
waiting for a member of the 
other team to pass by.
   “It’s a once in a lifetime 
game,” Benson said. “I’ve got 
to go hard if my team has any 
chance of winning.”
   Students have even put the 
contest before their academ-
ics. After having his car boxed 
in by boxed in by cars from 
a rival team, senior Tommy 
Fink spent eight hours in his 
car in order to avoid being 
eliminated, in a standoff.
   Although Fink was able to 
escape at 3 a.m. and avoid 
elimination, he had not com-
pleted a project for his AP US 
Government class, which was 
due 1st hour the next day. Fink 
faced a late penalty, which was 
not an insignificant part of his 
grade.
    “I think it’s intense, but fun,” 
Fink said. “It was not worth 
it.”
   Denison and his accomplice 
in the Pierce fiasco, Jake Plot-
nik, were members the team 
which went on to win Water 
Wars. In order to avoid elimi-
nation in the competition’s 
final round, the team spent 
their last night in a Sterling 
Heights Best Western hotel 
and their final day in Milford, 
a city about 30 miles from Bir-
mingham.
   In the end, Plotnik didn’t be-
lieve the result was worth the 
effort. 
  “It was very stressful leav-
ing your house every morning 
and coming into your house 
at night,” Plotnik said. “It was 
way too competitive, and I 
played varsity basketball. If 
I had the chance to re-do it, I 
wouldn’t do it again.”

Wars 
Cont. from page 1

predicted levels of achieve-
ment.    
   “It’s generally accepted that 
students with a higher pro-
portion of economically dis-
advantaged or certain ethnic 
groups don’t score as highly,” 
said Morse.   “We decided that 
those schools (with a higher 
percentage of economically 
disadvantaged students) are 
doing something worthwhile, 
that they’re scoring far above 
their expectations for their 
level of economically disad-
vantaged students.”
   Morse noted that schools 

were ranked high because 
of exceeding expectation in 
terms of state test scores do 
not necessarily perform better 
than other schools in terms of 
college readiness.  
   “It doesn’t mean those 
schools have college readi-
ness,” said Morse. “Some of 
the schools that pass step 1 and 
step 2 have bronze medals and 
don’t have any college readi-
ness program or they have a 
very low amount of that.”
   Morse explained that if 
Seaholm had passed step 1 and 
scored higher on the MME, 

the school would have easily 
passed step 2, which involves 
measuring a school’s college 
readiness.  
   “Your school would have 
passed step 2 because of your 
data, but because you didn’t 
pass step 1 that didn’t matter,” 
said Morse.   “Based on college 
readiness if you had passed 
step 1 you would have been 
ranked 12th in Michigan.”
   While it may seem unfair 
that Seaholm was not ranked 
because of its failure to pass 
step 1 based on relative per-
formance Morse explains 
that other publications rank 
in terms of absolute perfor-
mance.  
   “Some of the other publica-

tions like Newsweek and the 
Washington Post are different 
and are using absolute perfor-
mance,” said Morse. “Neither 
of those methodologies took 
into account the state test.”
   According to the Newsweek 
2012 report of America’s Best 
High Schools, Seaholm scored 
347th in the country and 5th 
in the state of Michigan.  
   When the Highlander con-
tacted Marcia Wilkinson, 
the director of communica-
tions for Birmingham Public 
Schools, she said they were 
investigating the results of the 
U.S. News & World Report re-
sults but had no information 
by the time of print.
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HEY JUNIORS!
Looking for unique, effortlessly cool Senior Portraits & Senior Videos?  

We’re booking sessions now for Summer & Fall.

WIN A FREE  PORTRAIT SESSION...

EARN PICTURES & PRIZES...
By being social.  We’re looking for Senior Reps who are motivated, connected, 

responsible, stylish and outgoing.  Reps will earn a free portrait session and prizes based on the 
number of referrals you send our way.  Email us for an application.  

O’DEA PHOTOGRAPHY
www.odeaphotography.com I 248.840.9440 I info@odeaphotography.com

Just for being yourself!  Email us with your contact info and a reason why you
 deserve to win.  We’re giving away just ONE session for the most original answer!

HIGHLANDER
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BU Eyes First State Title Since 2002

Peter Redebaugh
Sports Editor 
predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com

With the school year quickly 
coming to a close, the Bir-
mingham Unified Boys La-
crosse team opens up their 
post-season hoping to make 
at their first state title in 10 
years. 
   After finishing the regular 
season with a record of 8-10 
under first year head coach 
Burt Engle, BU drew the #3 
seed in Region Three. This re-
gion is hosted by Detroit Cath-
olic Central, who is the #1 seed 
in the region. 
   BU starts off their post-
season when they play the #6 
seeded Saline, who advanced 
to play BU after defeating #11 
seeded Ann Arbor Huron in 
the previous round. 
   BU vs. Saline will be played 
at 7:30 pm tonight at Seaholm, 
and the BU players hope that 
this game kicks off a long and 
successful playoff run. 
   Senior captain JD Hess has 
been through many ups and 
downs in his four years on 
BU, and 
h o p e s 
that this 
s e a s o n 
ends in 
a state 
title. 
   “Ob-
v i o u s l y 
a state title is our main goal 
heading into the postseason,” 
Hess said. “But we need to 
take care of business and fo-
cus on each game, one game at 
a time.” 

   Taking care of business was 
not what the 2011 BU team did 
last season, they had a disap-
pointing first round exit to 
Holland West Ottawa, losing 
the game 16-3. 
   “Last season we went into 
our first game thinking we 
could just show up and win,” 
Hess said. “We can’t and won’t 
do that this season because we 
know every team will bring 
their A game and we need to 
match that.” 
   Senior captain John Quay is 
very confident with this year’s 
team heading into the play-
offs. 
   “I’m expecting a good playoff 
run, including a regional ban-
ner hanging in the pool hall 
at Seaholm and then meet-
ing [Brother Rice] in the final 
four,” Quay said. 
   An appearance in the final 
four may sound like a bold 
claim for a team with an 8-10 
record, but the 2010 BU team 
that made a run to the state 
semis had eight losses heading 
into the postseason. 
  Seniors James Bertrand, 

H e s s , 
a n d 
C a m -
e r o n 
S m y k 
w e r e 
s o p h o -
m o r e s 
on the 

2010 team, and they hope to 
bring their playoff experience 
to this postseason. 
   “The three of us know how 
much work it takes to make a 
run like that so we will do our 
best to let the other guys know 

what we all need to 
do to make a run,” 
Hess said. 
   The road to the 
semis won’t be an 
easy one, BU will 
most likely have to 
make it past both 
#2 seeded Novi and 
#1 seeded Detroit 
Catholic Central. 
   Novi, currently 
sitting at 14-4, is 
a dangerous team 
BU could meet in 
the regional semis, 
if both teams win 
their opening round 
matchups. 
   Three of Novi’s 
four losses have 
been by just one goal, and they 
have proven themselves to be 
one of the top teams in Oak-
land County. 

Photo By Simon Schuster 

Senior midfielder James Bertand stares down his opponent as he prepares for a face-off against Salem in the season opener. 
BU went on the win the game 14-7. 

Where: Seaholm
When: 7:30 tonight

Who: #3 BU vs #6 Saline 

Birmingham kicks 
off playoff run 
hosting #6 Saline 

BU girls net first round victory

John Glazier
Deptuy Sports Editor
jglazier@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Madeline Tew
Junior Kathy Quigley escapes a Bloomfield defender. The team went 
on to win the game 11-8. 

Water polo falls at districts 10-3
Harrison Watt
Staff Writer 
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Seaholm women’s water polo 
season came to a halt in the first 
round of District Championships on 
May 11, at the hands of the #3 ranked 
Ann Arbor Huron High School River 
Rats, in a 10-3 loss. The loss elimi-
nated the Maple’s from further play-
off contention.
   The team experienced heavy losses 
during the previous offseason, losing 
starters Melissa Burke, Emily Har-
rison, and current CWPA standout 
Megan Smith. 
   Smith currently plays for the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. She earned 
Mid-Atlantic Player of the Week 
Honors during the week of Febru-
ary 13th. She led the team to a 3-1 
tournament finish with 15 goals, 10 
assists, and 12 steals. Her top per-
formance included netting six goals 
against Virginia Tech in a win.
   “A lot of people had to step up,” said 
second year head coach Chalmers 
McGillivray. “I had to put my faith in 
a lot of players that didn’t have much 
experience.”
   The team had to make adaptations 
to a season without Smith’s speed 
and accurate shots by counting on 
everyone who entered the water to 
contribute.
   “We needed to adjust our plays to 
get people in prime shooting posi-
tions,” said senior goaltender Kel-
lie Howe. “We had to focus on more 
than getting the ball straight to Me-
gan and allowing her to shoot from 
wherever, knowing that she would 
find a way to score.”
   The team completely changed their 
pace of play without their fast break 
threats. They were forced into a more 
half court style of play, which they fi-
nally seemed to nail down during a 
three game win streak during the 
middle of the season. 
   “I feel like we were able to set our-
selves up and run full plays rather 
than give the ball to the same person 
and have them shoot right away,” said 
Howe. “More people got a chance to 
shoot this year than last.
   They reeled off 11-6 and 11-1 wins 
over Walled Lake and East Lansing 
to end the Gator Invitational Tourna-
ment, and then turned around that 
week to take down Troy Athens 15-1 
in their district seed game.
   But the team slid into the District 
Championship tournament with 
their second 5 game losing streak of 
the season, dropping a heartbreak-
ing district seed game to Troy High, 
14-11.

   “We were fairly inconsistent this 
year,” said McGillivray. “In one game 
we led Huron at the half, and then we 
lost to an unranked Troy team which 
gave us a bad seed for Districts.”
   Had Seaholm beaten either Groves 
or Troy in their district seed game, 
they would have matched up with 
an unranked Grand Blanc team they 
had defeated 5-2 earlier in the season 
rather than #3 Huron.
   Huron was ranked #4 all season un-
til they were able to top #3 Ann Arbor 
Skyline mid way through the season.
   Yet Seaholm had hope, they played 
a competitive game with Huron ear-
lier in the season. Madeline Tew 
opened the game with a goal to take 
a 1-0 lead in the first quarter. Huron 
was able to come back and defeat 
Seaholm 6-4.
   The district tournament game was 
much different; Huron opened up 
the game with a goal on the first pos-
session. 
   “We hung on for most of the game,” 
said junior driver Phoebe Anstett. 
“They just scored a lot of sneaky 
goals; it was 10-3 before we knew it.”
   The problem was predominately the 
defense. The back end, with the ex-
ception of Kellie Howe, softened up 
as the game proceeded.
   “We put up a good fight in the first 
quarter,” said sophomore driver Car-
oline Filips. “We just really got weak 
on defense after that.”
   Seaholm graduates nine seniors 
this year, including Howe who has 
started at goalie for nearly her entire 
high school career, their lockdown 
defender Emily Davidow, and the 
highly improved hole set Kit Kuhne.
   “[Kit] has only been playing for 
two years and she’s already a great 
player,” said McGillivray. “If she had 
started in 8th grade she would be a 
big star.”
   Losing a goaltender along with 6 
other varsity players, along with Ca-
mille Sambar and Catherine Lawler, 
both second year seniors on JV, is a 
large roster turnover for water polo. 
Senior Abbey London contributed 
both as a starter and off the bench for 
most of the season. Gigi Gagnier and 
Davidow had been defensive stand-
outs over the past three years on var-
sity.
   The junior class was led by speedy 
driver Phoebe Anstett, who has been 
near the top on the team in scoring 
both this year and last. Anstett will 
step into the role of ring leader next 
year with Tew, who started the whole 
season as a sophomore.
   The team officially finished 7-16 
in the regular season, and finished 
ranked third in district four. 

      On a night that couldn’t be bet-
ter for lacrosse, the Birmingham 
women’s lacrosse team knocked off 
Bloomfield Unified in the first round 
of the MHSAA playoffs, 11-8.
   Birmingham began the scoring 
early, with junior Kathy Quigley tak-
ing it coast to coast to score only four 
minutes in.
   After three more consecutive goals 
from Birmingham, Bloomfield finally 
got on the board at 14:40 from a goal 
from Maddie Padilla.
   With the score 5-3 at half in favor of 
Birmingham, the Lady Bulldog’s de-
cided to strike first in the second half.  

   Seaholm junior Kathy Quigley 
scored only fifteen seconds in to take 
the score to 6-3.
   After two consecutive Bloomfield 
goals, Birmingham needed a goal to 
swing the momentum back in their 
favor.
   Seaholm sophomore Jill Fischer 
was the one to do the job, making a 
couple nice spins and split the de-
fenders to net one home.
   After the game was taken to 10-5 
late in the second half, Bloomfield 
decided to strike three consecutive 
times to make it a game with about 
five minutes to go.
   The late surge from Bloomfield 
failed to be enough, as tough defense 
and an open net goal by Rollins’ Col-

lege commit and Seaholm senior 
Sarah Feiten scored with one second 
left on the clock to seal the deal for 
Birmingham.
   Seaholm senior Christy Wells, who 
had one goal and one assist, said it 
was a big win for the team, but there 
is a long way to go.
   “It was a huge win for us,” Wells 
said.  “I mean it’s just the beginning 
of a really long road but it felt amaz-
ing and we needed that little bit of 
confidence to get us through.”
   Seaholm senior Carrie Quigley, 
who had two goals and one assist on 
the night, said this game was exactly 
what they needed.
   “I can’t even put it into words,” 
Quigley said smiling.  “I’m so excited.  
I think this game is what we needed 
because it gave us momentum, and 
now we’re going to win it all.”
   Feiten, who also had two goals 
apiece, said it was the game that Bir-
mingham needed going forward in 
the playoffs.
   “It felt absolutely amazing,” Feiten 
said.  “It was really the energy boost 
that we needed.  Now we’ll just take 
the momentum into our next game 
and just keep going one by one until 
we get to the championship.”
   Kathy Quigley led all scorers on the 
night with three goals.
   On a side note, Birmingham had 
lost to Bloomfield earlier in the year 
13-11.
    The next playoff game for Birming-
ham will be hosted at Seaholm on 

Thursday, May 24, at 5:30 P.M.

   Catholic Central, the team 
that defeated BU in the 2010 
state semis, is 10-5 on the 
season and will prove to be a 
tough matchup for any team 

that matches up against them 
in this region. 
   If BU makes it out of their 
region, they will most likely 
be facing Brother Rice in the 

state semis. 
  Rice (15-1) has 
won eight consecu-
tive state champi-
onships and has 
not lost to a Mich-
igan-based team 
in over ten years. 
The last in-state 
team to beat Rice 
was BU in the 2002 
state championship 
game. 
   “I definitely think 
we can make it to 
the semis and if we 
play Rice I would 
feel pretty good,” 
junior Adam Sus-
alla said. “I think if 
we played a defen-

sive game and kept possession 
for long periods of time when 
we have the ball we could 
stand a chance.”

“Mr. Golf” quits team
Harrison Watt 
Staff Writer 
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

    Francesco Ruffino is moving on to 
a bigger stage in golf. 
   For the Seaholm team however, 
this means that one of the biggest 
golf stars in Michigan will be leaving 
them just before the MHSAA Golf 
Playoffs begin on May 31st.
   On May 21st, Ruffino officially left 
the Seaholm Golf team in order to 
comply with MHSAA regulations 
that a player could not be involved 
with a sport on a higher national 
level, such as becoming a pro or an 
amateur, while playing for an MH-
SAA team.
   “I had an opportunity to play in 
other national events,” said Ruffino. 
“The MHSAA rules do not allow me 
to do both.”
    Though teammates have been sup-

portive of Ruffino’s career choice, he 
leaves the Seaholm Golf Team as the 
reigning “Mr. Golf” in the state of 
Michigan, being the first sophomore 
to win this award. 
   Ruffino also competed in the US 
Kid’s World Championship at age 12, 
and was the youngest golfer to quali-
fy for the US Amateur at age 15. 
   The impact of Ruffino’s departure 
will hurt the golf team’s formerly for-
midable chance at a state title this 
year.
   “They were disappointed,” said Ruf-
fino. “It was a really tough decision. I 
wanted to play to help the team try to 
win a state championship.”
   “Francesco Ruffino has decided to 
pursue non-high school opportuni-
ties for his golf career,” said Head 
Coach Leon Braisted.
     In a phone interview, Braisted 
declined to comment further, other 
than to praise Ruffino’s skill.

   Although the move came so close 
to the postseason, the team was not 
blind-sided by Ruffino’s quiet exit.
   “I wasn’t really surprised,” said ju-
nior Alec Tropea. “I’m disappointed 
that he’s gone but [Ruffino] is a great 
player, we’re happy for him.”
   There is no word as to whether or 
not Ruffino will return to the team as 
a senior.
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Sweet Home Alabama

Scott Anderson
Staff Writer
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Mdeline Tew
Nick Vick, a senior, lines lines up a putt during a match.  Vick 
will be playing fir Birmingham-Southern College this fall.

   If there’s one thing that has 
always been in Nick Vick’s 
pedigree, it’s to play golf.  The 
Seaholm senior’s middle name 
after all is Masters.
   And playing golf is exactly 
what the 5’7”, 140 pound Vick 
will be doing this fall.  Vick 
committed to Birmingham-
Southern College in Birming-
ham, Alabama this past Feb-
ruary to play for the Panthers. 
   Birmingham-Southern is 
a small Division-III school 
made up of a little over 1,300 
undergraduate students.  
To give some perspective, 
Seaholm enrolls slightly under 
1,300 kids.
   The small size of the school 
is one of the many reasons 
why Vick is looking forward to 
stepping foot on campus this 
fall.
   “I chose Birmingham-South-
ern because Alabama has al-
ways been a place I’ve wanted 
to live,” Vick said. “The school 
is small, which I like. The 
warm weather and the amaz-
ing courses they provide really 
caught my attention as well.”
   Vick took two visits to the 
campus in the past 
few months and really 
felt comfortable with 
what the school had 
to offer.  Jason Buha, 
Birmingham-South-
ern’s head golf coach, 
offered the four year 
letter-winner a spot 
on the team this up-
coming fall.
   “Nick is a great fit 
for my team because 
he has all of the at-
tributes that I look 
for in a recruit,” Buha said. 
“His academics are strong, 
his playing results are strong, 
but even more important to 

me, he has great potential for 
growth due to a great attitude.  
He has the desire to improve 
and all of the groundwork al-
ready established to become 
a great player with the right 
coaching.”
   Unlike the MHSAA, men’s 
golf is a fall sport in the NCAA.  
Vick looks forward to finishing 
out the Seaholm season this 
spring on a positive note and 
knows it’ll be a smooth transi-
tion as practices for the Pan-
thers begin this fall.  
   Birmingham-Southern com-
petes in the SCAC conference, 
known as one of the strongest 
golf leagues in D-III.  In 2011, 
the Panthers finished second 
in the SCAC.
   Buha expects Vick to be a 
contributor to the team imme-
diately, and that opportunity 
is something Vick looks for-
ward to.
   “My individual expectations 
are to become the number one 
player on the team and become 
a captain in my early years,” 
Vick said. “I also want to shoot 
in the low 70s and high 60s on 
a consistent basis.”
   Vick has high confidence 
in his physical tools on a golf 
course and attributes his golf 
savvy to his impeccable work 

ethic. 
   He belongs to Birmingham 
Country Club, where he can 
be observed refining his game 

on a daily basis during the 
summer.  During the spring 
and fall, Vick spends about 
three hours a day working on 
his game and in the summer 
months he gets even more in-
tense.
   “During the summer [I’m 

playing golf] about 
five to six hours a 
day,” Vick said.
   Whether it’s a casual 
round with friends, 
hitting balls at the 
range, or working on 
his short game at the 
putting green, Vick 
is always looking for 
ways to improve his 
golf game.
   He believes steady 
and constant practice 
is necessary to keep 

his golf game at top form, and 
that is exactly what Buha is 
looking for with Vick.
   “I expect he will work hard 

over the summer and be pre-
pared to play when he gets 
here in the fall,” Buha said. “I 
believe that it is completely up 
to Nick as to how good he can 
be.”
   Leon Braisted, Seaholm’s 
head golf coach also sees the 
same strive in Vick.  Braisted 
has been coaching Vick at 
Seaholm throughout all four 
of his years at Seaholm.
   “When it is a good day or bad 
day, he will be the first [to ar-
rive] and last to player to leave 
practice, match, or tourna-
ment,” Braisted said. “Like 
I said, he has passion for the 
game and I have not seen this 
in a long time.”
   Braisted praises Vick as an 
extremely coachable player, a 
type of player Buha will love 
to have on the roster for the 
Panthers.  Vick was named a 
captain in 2012 for his senior 
season.

   “When he receives direc-
tions, count on them being ful-
filled,” Braisted said. “He’s a 
true leader. He wears Seaholm 
High School and the golf pro-
gram on his sleeve. What 
makes him a great leader [is 
that] he might not be vocal, 
but leads by example.”
   He points to his experience 
of playing on varsity for four 
years as the main ingredi-
ent to his success at Seaholm.  
During his four years playing 
golf at the varsity level for the 
Maples, Vick has five top-ten 
finishes with two of them in 
the top-five.  He realized he 
had the caliber to play golf col-
legiately during his freshman 
year.
   “Freshman year when I got 
moved up from JV to varsity 
really got me believing that I 
was good enough to play with 
the big boys,” Vick said. “It 
made me feel like I could com-
pete at any level with the con-
tinuous practice I put into the 
game.”
   Maintaining a balance be-
tween power and accuracy 
is crucial in golf.  Vick is ap-
plauded for having a smooth, 
yet powerful right-handed 
swing as well as a dependable 
short game.  
   “Nick has a very good short 
game to back up a very consis-
tent swing,” senior teammate 
Joe Dine said.
  “[Vick] has a very fluid 
swing,” said Francesco Ruf-
fino, Mr. Golf for the state of 
Michigan as a sophomore in 
2011 and a front-runner to re-
peat in 2012. “He hits the ball 
very well.”
   Braisted said Vick’s golf tal-
ents ss rare.   
   “[Vick] has good distance 
and a good iron game that not 
lot of people can boast about,” 
Braisted said.
   Although Vick has been com-
peting at a high level, he still 
has obstacles to overcome.  
   “I really need to work on my 
mental game. The game of golf 
is 90% mental and I struggle 
with it,” Vick said. “After a bad 
shot, I tend to get frustrated. 
Once that happens, I attempt 
to fix my swing mid-round 
and that is very fatal to your 
game.”
   Fortunately, Vick knows 

what it takes to recover his 
mental game.   
   “I need to work on accept-
ing the bad shots and relaxing 
throughout the round. But it’s 
tougher than it looks,” Vick 
said.
   The Maples’ team captain 
has been playing golf since the 
tender age of three and started 
playing competitively at seven 
years old.  He appeared on the 
Adams Junior Tour until he 
reached high school.
   Teammates enjoy Vick on 
and off the golf course as he 
uses his strong sense of humor 
to keep the team loose.  Vick 
uses an array of different im-
personations and silly voices 
to keep his teammates in con-
stant laughter.
   “I enjoy playing with [Vick], 
he’s really fun to play with,” 
Ruffino said. “Even if he’s 
playing bad, he can still make 
everyone laugh.”
   But don’t mistake Vick as the 
team jokester.  He keeps the 
team focused on their goals 
and makes the transition from 
comedian to serious captain 
when the time is appropriate.
   “As a captain, Nick strives to 
make everyone come to prac-
tice and be a dedicated golfer,” 
Dine said.
   Vick will be traveling over 750 
miles to Birmingham-South-
ern, but he doesn’t see him-
self becoming homesick. He 
will miss some specific aspects 
from his time at Seaholm, but 
realizes that moving on is part 
of life.
   “The one thing I will miss 
about Seaholm is seeing all of 
my friends’ faces in the hall-
way,” Vick said. “I won’t get 
homesick because I think of it 
like this- life is too precious to 
waste. I don’t want to live and 
worry about my life back home 
in Birmingham [Michigan].”
   “There are times when you 
have to move on and this is my 
time. It’s time to start a new 
life and really focus on what I 
want to do for the rest of my 
life,” Vick said.
   Vick has other plans besides 
golf down at Birmingham-
Southern.  He looks forward to 
pursuing an interest in jour-
nalism and is interested in 
finding a “nice blonde south-
ern bell”.
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Nick Vick will take 
his scratch golf game 
south to Division III 
Birmingham-Southern

“[Vick] has good distance 
and a good iron game that 
not lot of people can boast 
about

- Leon Braisted
Varsity Golf Coach
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   Seaholm: Pack was a 4-year letter winner in basketball.  He 
is Seaholm’s all time scoring leader with 1,538 points.  He aver-
aged 25.7 points, 6.7 rebounds, 2.9 assists, and 2.8 steals per 
game his senior year.
   College: Averaged 2.6 points and 1.5 rebounds per game his 
freshman year at Florida International University.  Pack trans-
ferred to Adrian College mid way thru his sophomore year.  In 
his first game for the Bulldogs, he scored a game-high 24 points.
   Quote: “The pace of the college game is much faster, shots are 
harder, players are taller, stronger, and better.  You have to be 
in better shape because the games are longer.”

   Seaholm: four year letter winner for womens swimming.  She 
won back to back state titles in the 50 freestyle and 100 free-
style.  While at seaholm, she earned All-American, All-State, 
All-County, and All-Area honors.
   College: Nichols anchored a Purdue school-record 200 free-
style relay in 2010.  Named to the Academic All-Big Ten team 

in 2011 and was also a qualifier for the NCAA championships.

   Seaholm: Four-time First Team All-State golfer while at 
Seaholm.  Won a Division 2 state championship in 2009.
   College: Golfs at Yale.  Finished in first place in her first ca-
reer collegiate golf invitational with scores of 69 and 70.  
    Quote: It's fantastic to have such a close group of friends in 
college that share your competitive edge and provide you with 
a great support system for your academic endeavors

   Seaholm: Attended Seaholm his first three years.  He played 
for AAA Little Ceasers and Honeybaked hockey clubs during 
that time.  
   Juniors/College: Played two seasons with the Green Bay 
Gamblers of the United States Hockey League.  Led the team 
in scoring with 21 goals and 36 assists in the 2010-2011 season.  
Signed with Western Michigan University in the 2011-12 sea-
son and finished the year with 6 goals and 4 assists.
   Quote: “Playing in college was a big change from juniors.  
Having to balance school with athletics was tough but I love 
everything about Western Michigan.”

   Seaholm: Starting place kicker and outfielder for the Maples 
his junior and senior seasons.  Miner batted .442 his senior sea-
son and earned all league recognition on the diamond.  Went 
7-11 on field goals as a Maple with a long of 45 yards.
   College: multi-sport athlete at Wooster.  Miner is the kickoff 
specialist for the Wooster football team.  Centerfielder for the 
baseball team.  Started 10 games in 2011 and was a key pinch 
runner in many games.
   Quote: “It is hard working balancing both sports and aca-
demics but its more than worth it.  Its hard to ask for much 
more while playing in front of thousands of people on fall Sat-
urdays and playing for a great coach in the spring.”

   Seaholm: 15 time All American and four year varsity letter 
winner in swimming and water polo.  8 time swimming state 
champion and holds 4 state swimming records.  2004 and 
2005 Michigan high school swimmer of the year.
   College: In his junior year at Stanford, he was a member of 
the 400 relay team that finished 4th at the NCAA champion-
ships.  He was named an All-American for that relay.  He also 
competed in the 100 free at the 2008 U.S. Olympic trials.  He 
also walked on to the Stanford football team.

Seaholm: 3 year varsity letterman for football at Seaholm.  
Amassed 744 total yards of offense and 2 touchdowns his se-
nior season.  Also had 22 tackles, one sack, and two intercep-
tions on defense.
   College: Walked on to the football team at the University of 
Michigan in the fall of 2009.  Made the roster and dressed for 
home games.  Also made the roster for the Sugar Bowl team in 
2012.
   Quote: “Work hard, stay positive, and don’t ever second 
guess yourself and your ability.”

Seaholm: Drummond was a Michigan Lacrosse All-American 
as a senior.  He was also named first team All-Midwest and first 
team All-State that year.  He led the team in scoring his senior 
year with 39 goals and 26 assists.
   College: Began his collegiate career at Roanoke but then 
transferred to U of D Mercy.  He was named to the Inside La-
crosse list of top-25 freshman in the country.  Drummond was 
twice named MAAC Rookie of the week this season.
   Quote: “I really enjoyed seeing new schools and campuses 

and getting to play against the top teams in the country.”

Where are they now?
Will KesselRichaud Pack

Dan Priestly

Jordan BarpalRyan Miner

Alexandra Lipa

Lauren Nichols Scott Drummond

Seaholm Athletes
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Boy’s JV Lacrosse
Record: 11-3
Last Game: vs Bloomfield 12-0 win
Key Players: Collon Stickle
Quote: “It was a good time.”- Collon Stickle

Girl’s JV Lacrosse
Record: 16-1
Key Players: Sam Jones and Julie Fynke 
Quote: “The team was awesome, we won alot and the 
freshman were crazy.” -Julie Fynke

Girl’s Varsity Soccer
Last Game:  vs Cranbrook 3-0 loss 
Key Players: Lily Slavin, Julie Naski
Quote: “I love my team.” -Lauren Hall 

Boy’s JV Baseball
Record: 15-5
Last Game:North Farmington 11-3 win
Key Players: Chris Dayon
Quote: “It has been really fun.” -Sam Coury 

 Girl’s Varsity Softball
Record: 18-6
Key Players: Jordan Lennington, Maddy Cormier, Lexie 
Hamilton and Riley Miller. 
Quote: “I love playing with everyone on the team and 
we have all become really good friends.” -Emma Coury

Girl’s Varsity Lacrosse
Last Game:  vs. Grosse Point South 11-2 won
Key Players: Kathy Quigley and Sarah Feiten
Quote: “We are looking forward to proving ourselves 
in playoffs.” -Annie Sevec 

Girls Varsity Tennis
Last Game: Placed 2nd at Regionals
Key Players: Nancy Benda, Labina Petrovska
Quote: I think the team will do well at States. We have a 
great chance of winning states.” -Maddie George

Girl’s Varsity Track
Record: Undefeated
Last Game: Won leagues and placed second at region-
als. 
Key Players: Tess Wilberding
Quote: “We have alot of underclassman going to States, 
alot of potential.” -Mallory Wilberding 

Boy’s Varsity Baseball
Record: 10-14
Last Game:  vs. Walled Lake Central 7-6 loss
Key Players: Micheal Doney and Connor Bowers
Quote:  “Baseball is kinda sweer.” -Johnny Mullen 

Boy’s Varsity Lacrosse
Record: 8-10
Last Game: vs. Bloomfield 11-6 win
Key Players: Adam Seusalla
Quote: “The team is really coming along.” -Alex Veste-
vich 

Girl’s Varsity Water Polo
Last Game: vs. Ann Arbor Huron 8-3 loss
Key Players: Megan Kavanaugh and Phoebe Ansett
Quote: “I couldn’t be more proud 
of my teammates.” -Kellie Howe

Senior Reflects on Soccer Career
Sterling Johnson
Staff Writer
sjohnson@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo  Courtesy Of the Naski Family 
Naski makes a play on the ball while playing for her travel team. Naski has played for some 
of the most elite travel soccer teams in the state. 

   Being a four-year varsity starter in any sport 
is a great feat in itself, and that is no exception 
for the girls soccer team captain, Julie Naski.  
   Naski has led the Maples this year to a 7-3-1 
(5-2-1 OAA Red) record this year.  Her lead-
ership on the defensive side of the ball has 
allowed the Maples to only let up a total of 9 
goals over their 11 games, including 5 shutouts.  
They are in contention for the OAA Red title 
and hope to win their league for the first time 
since 2010.  
   Naski’s success in soccer has come from a 
long background of playing soccer her whole 
life.
   Growing up, soccer was always a huge part 
of her life.  Naski started off her soccer ca-
reer having to play with all boys Birmingham 
Bloomfield Soccer Club soccer teams because 
she was “too aggressive.”
   “The girls couldn’t keep up with her so the 
coaches made her play with the boys,” said 
Naski’s mom, Nancy.  “It was actually pretty 
funny seeing her out there with all guys.”
   Naski’s skills kept growing as she got older.
   Naski spent her middle school years playing 
for some of the most elite travel soccer teams in 
the state of Michigan, including the Bloomfield 
Force and Vardar Michigan Premier team.  She 
and her teammates traveled to tournaments in 
Tennessee, North Carolina, Missouri, Rhode 
Island, Wisconsin and many other states play-
ing the best teams in America.  She even trav-
eled to Canada to play some foreign competi-
tion.
   “Julie traveled all over the place,” said her 
mom.  “She has played hundreds of different 
teams from just about every state.”
   When Naski arrived to Seaholm her freshman 
year, she had high hopes of making the varsity 
team.  
   “I was able to bond with the girls during pre-
season,” said Naski.  “They made me feel re-
ally comfortable which helped me play my best 
during tryouts.” 
   Naski ultimately made the varsity team, and 
was the only one in her freshman class to do so.
   “I was really happy,” said Naski.  “I felt really 
lucky to be a part of the team.”
   When asked what her travel soccer experi-
ence had taught her in preparation for high 
school soccer, her answer was simple.
   “If anything, travel taught me that learning 
your teammates strengths is really important 
to be successful,” said Naski. 
   Naski’s success in tryouts carried over to the 

season, starting every single game of her fresh-
man season.  Her success only grew as the 
years went on with her fierce defensive skills 
and newly gained varsity experience.  
   “When I was an underclassmen I felt like the 
baby of the team,” said Naski.  “People looked 
out for me.  Now I have much more of a leader-
ship position especially being a captain.”
   This can be seen on the field, as Naski is the 
vocal leader on the team.  You can see her 
coaching during games on the field and making 
sure every girl is where she needs to be.  There 
is rarely a time that one will see an opposing 
defender get by her.
   Senior women’s lacrosse player and Seaholm 
soccer fan Bailey Boese agrees.  
   “I go to almost every game after lacrosse 
practice and it always so much fun to watch her 
play,” said Boese.  “She always kicks butt and 
takes it to the other team.
   Junior teammate Allison Loeffler made a 
similar statement.
   “Julie always talks on the field and is the 
heart of our team,” said Loeffler.  “Without her 
leadership, things would fall apart fast.  She is 
the backbone of our defense.”
   After Naski’s junior year, she began to get 
recruited by multiple schools in Michigan.
   “Kalamazoo, Adrian, and Alma all showed a 
lot of interest,” said Naski.  “I considered Kal-
amazoo because they have really good academ-
ics and the campus was amazing.”

   Ultimately Naski chose to go to the University 
of Michigan this fall once she was accepted.
   “Once I was accepted to Michigan I knew 
that’s where I wanted to be,” said Naski.  “It’s 
my dream school.  My friends and I want to 
start a co-ed soccer team there so hopefully I’ll 
be able to keep playing next year.”
   This is the girls soccer teams first year under 
new head coach Sean Garvey.  He is the for-
mer JV coach for the mens soccer team here at 
Seaholm.  
   “Julie is a great player,” said Garvey.
   Going through a new coach was a bit difficulty 
for Naski, but she and her team were able to 
make the transition.
   “It was difficult to have a new coach,” said 
Naski.  “I knew the previous coach so well and 
I was very comfortable around him.  Sean is a 
good coach but I was never able to reach the 
same comfort level as I did with my old coach 
Jamie.”
   The girls varsity soccer team is currently 7-3-
1 (5-2-1 league record) and hopes to continue 
their success in the upcoming district playoffs 
starting on Tuesday, May 29th.  
   When asked about how she wanted to end 
her soccer career, Naski just wanted everyone 
to give it their all.
   “I want to know that everyone gave 100 per-
cent at the final game that we were able to end 
on a positive note.”

Tigers in 
Turmoil?
Scott Anderson
Staff Writer
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

   Coming into the 2012 season, Detroit Tigers 
fans were boasting about how it was a “World 
Series or Bust” type of season for the team. 
   Much of this anticipation resulted from the 
acquisition of All-Star first baseman Prince 
Fielder.  The 5-11, 285 pound slugger signed 
a nine-year, $214 million contract to come in 
and build a fearsome duo with Tigers infielder 
Miguel Cabrera. 
   Fielder and Cabrera have both performed 
as expected, each hitting a shade above .300 
with 15 combined home runs through May 21. 
   But Detroit’s record stands at 20-21 as of 
Tuesday.  The mediocrity leaves Detroit at 
third place in the AL Central, a division that 
everyone expected them to run away with.  
Not to deepen the wound, but the Tigers 
haven’t had consecutive wins since April 18. 
   Justin Verlander, the 2011 AL MVP and Cy 
Young winner, has been pitching at top form 
yet again.  
   Verlander has a 5-1 record along with a 2.14 
ERA and nearly threw his third career no-hit-
ter last Friday against the Pirates.  
   One of the most debated issues coming into 
the season for the Tigers was finding a fifth 
starter for the rotation. 
   Rookie southpaw Drew Smyly won the job 
and has pitched well above expectation.  He’s 
compiled a 1-1 record and a 2.89 ERA and has 
been the team’s most consistent starter out-
side of Verlander. 
   So what gives?
   The lack of production from the middle of 
the batting order has been an ongoing issue.  
The top four batters: Austin Jackson, Andy 
Dirks, Cabrera, and Fielder are each hitting 
north of .300.  Unfortunately, the next five 
batters haven’t been as dependable. 
   Outfielders Delmon Young and Brennan 
Boesch, shortstop Jhonny Peralta, and catch-
er Alex Avila each have averages below .270. 
   To start winning, the production from these 
players needs to improve.  Each player has 
enjoyed past success in the major leagues so 
look for improvement as the summer months 
approach. 
   Another major problem for Detroit is the 
downright awful play from the platoon of 2nd 
basemen.  The trio of Ryan Raburn, Ramon 
Santiago, and Danny Worth each are hitting 
well below .200.  None of these guys have pri-
or MLB success, so a trade is necessary once 
the July 31 trade deadline comes near.  
   A few names have been thrown around as 
possible trade options, including Colorado’s 
Marco Scuatro, Arizona’s Aaron Hill, and To-
ronto’s Kelly Johnson.  Thankfully, the Tigers 
farm system with plenty of ammunition to 
make a deal.
   Inconsistent pitching is another problem, 
both within the starting rotation and the bull-
pen.  
   The rotation took a hit when number two 
starter Doug Fister fell to injury on April 7, 
but has since returned to make three solid 
starts.  Fister’s presence should help amend 
any inconsistency the rotation has had during 
his absence.  
   Starters Max Scherzer and Rick Porcello 
each have ERA’s above five, but Scherzer has 
settled into a groove, striking out a career high 
15 batters Sunday against the Pirates.
   The bullpen has had a multitude of troubles 
in 2012.  The Tigers sport a bullpen ERA at 
4.86 which has them ranked at 28th out of 30 
teams in the MLB.
   Closer Jose Valverde hasn’t been his 2011 
self, when he converted 49 out of 49 save op-
portunities.  Valverde, who has a 5.51 ERA, 
has already blown two saves thus far.  
   The bullpen will get a boost later this sum-
mer when flamethrower Al Alburquerque re-
turns from elbow surgery.  His absence has 
left a huge hole for the Tigers in 2012.  Albur-
querque had a 1.87 ERA in 41 appearances is 
2011 and struck out an astronomical 67 bat-
ters in 43 innings.
   It’s definitely possible that the Tigers trade 
for an extra bullpen arm at the deadline.
   This Tigers team is really pushing the pa-
tience of their supporters.  Tigers fans need 
to realize that it’s only May and there are four 
months of baseball yet to be played.  
   It would be surprising if Detroit isn’t seen 
atop the AL Central once the playoffs come 
near.  Don’t forget about the immense talent 
this roster features, and that talent will ulti-
mately carry Detroit to their second straight 
playoff berth.

2012 Baseball Disticts Preview
 The 2012 baseball districts kick-off at Seaholm 
next week. Here is a chance to get to know the 
teams in the district a little better, and get 
some insight on who the Maples could be fac-
ing. 

   West Bloomfield (11-11)
Key players: Timo DeYoung, Joey Hartfelder, 
Marcus Armstrong
Ace pitcher Joey Hartfelder features mid-
80MPH heat, but the Lakers got a tough 
draw for the second year in a row with having 
Brother Rice opening round.  The offense has 
been solid all season from Timo DeYoung and 
Marcus Armstrong, but the Warriors lineup is 
much too potent for Hartfelder to contain, and 
the Lakers playoff run will come to an early 
end.
   Brother Rice (25-7)
Key players: Travis Ferguson, Will Schwartz, 
Matt Ruppenthal
While they lost a lot of talent from the 2011 
team, the Warriors still have a plethora of Divi-
sion 1 college ability on their roster.  Ace soph-
omore pitcher Matt Ruppenthal, who’s com-
mitted to Vanderbilt, can touch low-90MPH 
with his fastball and posted a 0.78 ERA in 
2012.  Their lineup that includes Ruppenthal, 
senior Travis Ferguson, senior Will Schwartz, 
and sophomore Randy Righter is downright 
scary for opposing pitchers.  Look for Brother 
Rice to dominate the district as usual.
   Seaholm (9-16)
Key players: Michael Doney, Spencer Eick, 
Max Cormier
Don’t let the record fool you, this Seaholm 
team still has the talent to compete in the dis-
trict.  The staff has been led by two sophomore 
hurlers all season in Connor Bowers and Leo 
Kelly as the team was riddled by injury during 
the offseason.  One of the top senior pitchers 
who had shoulder surgery in December, Scott 
Anderson, recently returned to action.  The 
Maples have gotten consistent offensive con-
tributions from seniors Spencer Eick and Mi-

chael Doney all season long.  It will be a strug-
gle for Seaholm to move on as they’ll probably 
face Brother Rice in their first game, but any-
thing can happen.
   Groves (18-12)
Key players: Jake Balicki, Chase Turner, Grif-
fin Harms
Senior pitcher/infielder Jake Balicki recently 
returned from injury to anchor the pitching 
staff.  Balicki, who’s committed to play at Mich-
igan next season, has been out the majority of 
the season after tearing his calf in the Falcons’ 
opening game against Seaholm.  The offense is 
led by junior speedster Chase Turner, who has 
the potential to steal a base at any time.  Groves 
should coast to an easy victory against Lath-
rup, but Brother Rice will be a tougher task if 
they collide in the district championship.  The 
Falcons almost beat the Warriors in the 2011 
championship, but ultimately lost 3-1.  They’ll 
need a strong outing from Balicki to stand a 

chance against Rice.      

   Soutfield Lathrup (11-10)
Key players: Johnny Slater, KJ Wesley
Lathrup, who plays in the lowest OAA division, 
went 11-10 this season and 5-3 in their league.  
The offensive production is led by junior out-
fielder Johnny Slater and senior 1st baseman 
KJ Wesley.  It will be tough for Lathrup to get 
by Groves in their opening game.  The Char-
gers lost to Groves 7-1 on May 12, so expect an-
other lopsided result favoring the Falcons.  

Predictions:
Brother Rice 8 - West Bloomfield 1
Brother Rice 11 - Seaholm 3
Groves 11 - Lathrup 3
Brother Rice 7 - Groves 2

Analysis by: Peter Redebaugh

Photo By Dylan Dulberg
Senior Michael Doney warms up before practice. Doney hopes to lead the Maples out of this 
season’s district. 
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