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   On Saturday, April 27, seven 
original one acts will be mak-
ing their debut at the Seaholm 
Little Theater for the 8th an-
nual One Acts Festival.
   One acts are performances 
that are similar to plays. They 
have all the character depth, 
plot and set pieces of a play, 
but are much shorter than 
a regular play at 10 minutes 
each.
   Jenna Warren, a freshman, 
is acting in The Future Looks 
Bright, directed by Mari Sit-
ner.
   “One acts are different be-
cause unlike most plays where 
there are three separate parts, 
one acts are shorter because 
they only have the one part. 
One acts are just like a play, 
but the plot is a lot more com-
pact, which makes it a lot more 
interesting for audiences,” 
Warren said.
   Warren has been in one 
other production, The Night 
Thoreau Spent In Jail, pro-
duced by the Seaholm theater 
department.
   One Acts, unlike other the-
ater productions in Seaholm, 
are entirely student-run. All 
the one acts are written by 
students, star students and are 
directed by Seaholm seniors. 
   “It’s cool that everything is 
by the students. Everything 
is written by the students, 
everything is directed by the 
students,” Emma Frank said.
   Frank is an actor in The 
Future Looks Bright. Frank 
has done several shows with 
an out-of-school acting troupe 
and has been in every school 
musical of hers since 6th 
grade. 
   Students also have complete 
control over the content and 
stylistic choices of their play.
   Senior Mari Sitner wrote 
The Future Looks Bright, a 
play about a group of teenag-
ers who have just heard news 
that the sun is expanding and 
consequently believe the world 
to be ending. Sitner has been 
acting since she was a young 
child, and is going to major in 
theater.
   “The best part of One Acts 
Festival is working with origi-
nal material. So often we’re 
stuck performing classics like 
Beauty and the Beast, Big Fish, 
The Night Thoreau Spent in 
Jail, Crimes of the Heart,” 
Sitner said. “These are all 
things you can go online and 
google them if you don’t know 
stuff about your character, but 
when you’re doing something 
original, everything comes 
from your brain. You have to 
think of everything.”
   This is Sitner’s second year 
participating in One Acts.
   Having a student director 
can create an extremely differ-
ent dynamic from that of the 
traditional teacher director-
student actor.
   “Having a student direct is a 
very different experience from 
having a teacher direct, be-
cause unlike a teacher director, 
a student will change the set 
more, whereas a teacher will 
leave the set as it is. The stu-
dent will give more feedback 
than the teacher will, which 
is a very big bonus,” Warren 
said.
   The experience of directing a 
student production can be very 
unique, as evidenced by Sitner, 
who is also directing The Fu-
ture Looks Bright.
   “It’s so much fun, because 
when you’re in school you’re 
used to adults calling the 
shots, you’re used to being told 
what to do,” Sitner said. “You 
have something that you’re 
passionate about, and you 
have a vision and know what 
you want, and you get to work 
with students, virtually un-
supervised, and that’s a great 
experience.”
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er or not all students will be 
taking the exam. By winter, 
the registration process had 
to be completely in order so 
the school could meet the 
deadlines set forth by the Col-
lege Board.
   “The College Board says that 
we have to order the tests at 
the beginning of March. We 
don’t get to pick those dates,” 

Fekaris said. “So the students 
had a very firm window in 
February in which they had 
to register for their AP exams. 
For the most part, everyone 
adhered to the deadline and 
that’s great.”
   Once all registration materi-

fall, the College Board dic-
tates a lot of the steps that are 
required by a school or any 
organization that is adminis-
tering Advanced Placement 
exams.”
   In September, the College 
Board requires that Fekaris 
reports student enrollment 
in each AP course offered at 
Seaholm, regardless of wheth-

   The Seaholm student 
body dedicates two weeks 
every year to participate in 
Advanced Placement (AP) 
testing through the Col-
lege Board. This year alone, 
Seaholm students took a total 
of 881 AP exams, a whole 100 
exams more than last year. 
Seaholm students continue to 
excel each year, doing notably 
well notably frequently on AP 
exams.
   “Seaholm has a reputation 
of offering lots of AP courses 
and students doing well on 
the tests,” counseling depart-
ment head and AP coordina-
tor Kristy Fekaris said. “When 
families are shopping schools, 
they look at all of that infor-
mation, and it’s a good thing 
for us and your folks and 
their home values because we 
attract a lot of people to this 
district. It’s a great, high-per-
forming district.”
   Though AP testing may ap-
pear to some as a two-week-
long sprint of exams, the orga-
nization it takes to administer 
all these tests has been in the 
works for months.
   “We started this process in 
the fall,” Fekaris said. “In the 
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Seniors Weigh in on Water Wars
   As the seniors’ last days 
approach, many underclass-
men are puzzled by a tradi-
tion that consumes the lives 
of the graduating class. Why 
would something so seem-
ingly simple inflict such 
a burden on each of their 
lives? Well, there is a lot 
more planning that goes 
into every move than one 
may think. 
   Usually, every kill is 
thought out beyond mea-
sures. This game includes 
complex planning, major 
stalking and a danger-
ous lack of sleep. Many 
friendships get put on 
hold as opponents take 
reconnaissance of when 
and where their foes are 
at all times.
   But on the other hand, 
lots of kids get eliminated 
because of naive slip-ups. 
In times when water wars 
isn’t on their brain and 
one mindlessly steps out 
in public unprepared, how 
do they avoid making silly 
mistakes?
   These senior girls offer 
their advice to future partici-
pants.
   “Always, always, lock your 
car and fully close up your 
car windows,” Stephanie Sills 
said.

   “Honestly, just run, and 
then hide,” Monika Gerber 
said.
   “Make sure you aren’t vlog-
ging during your stakeout,” 
Keely Farris said.
   “Never trust boys. Because 
they will squirt you right in 
the face, no shame” Grace 

Johnson said.
   “I got eliminated within the 
first five hours of the game, so 
I can’t help you,” Jilly Davis 
said.
   Water wars, according to 
students, chalks up to a lot of 

strategy.
   “During water wars, you 
learn that effort isn’t always 
key,” senior Jake Lievois 
said. “For instance, the first 
round my team didn’t do 
anything but go out to hunt 
for the team just one time, 
and that was only the second 

day in. The next round we 
really didn’t do anything but 
outsmart the other team by 
ambushing them at one of 
their houses.
   Lievois’s winning streak 
came to an end, but he still 

believes that his team went 
about the game the best way 
that they knew how.
   “We lost in the third but 
it’s whatever because it 
gets pretty annoying after a 
while,” Lievois said. “Bottom 
line: outsmart the other team 
and don’t let your teammates 

down because you’re stu-
pid.”
   Teams who took a more 
aggressive route than 
Lievois’s have shared their 
most horrific and embar-
rassing stories.
   “I sat in the back of John 
Karimpour’s BMW for 
four hours dying of skunk-
scented inhalation while 
sitting on undergarments 
that weren’t mine and most 
obviously not his either,” 
senior Katie Martinek said.
   “We almost ran over 
Hannah Erickson’s father 
because we were flying 
sixty miles per hour down 
a neighborhood street. 
Not good,” senior Sophie 
Johnson said.
   “I called Public House 
and told them I was asking 
Max Bougious to prom 
so that they’d give me his 
work schedule,” senior 

Grace Allen said.
   Some students will stop at 
nothing for a kill, and often-
times they don’t even pan out.
   “All I learned is that sitting 

Screengrabs from Twitter 
Katie Martinek stands next to her latest kill, Blair Borkel.

Brady Flynn 
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Students Revisit Graduation Gowns
   On Sunday, June 4, the 
Seaholm Class of 2017 will 
leave the gymnasium with 
their high school diploma, a 
tradition that occurs every 
year for Seaholm seniors. 
However, the traditional 
graduation will have one 
striking difference this year: 
all students will wear the 
same color gown.
   In past years the male 
graduates would wear 
maroon gowns and females 
would wear white gowns. 
However, due to the ever-
changing platform for gender 
boundaries, Birmingham 
Public School has decided 
that all graduating Seaholm 
students will wear maroon 
gowns during their ceremony 
next month. Since the initial 
debate and drama has sub-
sided, many students still 
have differing opinions on 
the situation.

   Senior Sophie Dixon strong-
ly opposed the decision earlier 
this year, and published a 
petition to thepetition.com, 
looking for signatures from 
fellow classmates who were in 
support of repealing the deci-
sion to switch to one color. 
After the first month, Dixon 
got 241 signatures.
   “I have always been some-
one to believe in standing for 
what you believe in,” Dixon 
said after the first month. “I 
knew so many people were 
upset, so I decided to take 
initiative and do something. 
That’s why I started the peti-
tion.”
   Recently, Dixon has added 
to her stance.
   “Their effort in changing the 
colors of gowns to one color 
was to give a certain group of 
students a choice,” Dixon said. 
“In doing so, they took away 
everyone else’s choice.”
   Dixon believes the best solu-
tion to the situation is to have 
both colors but give every 

student their choice of color 
regardless of sex.
   It is too late for Dixon’s fight 
to have any impact of gradu-
ation this year. However, 
things could still change for 
next year’s graduation. When 
asked about the situation, 
junior Anna Chisholm had 
similar views.
   “I like having the girls wear 
white and the boys wear 
Maroon. I think that the two 
colors look really nice togeth-
er,” Chisholm said. “However, 
if a student is transgender or 
does not feel like they fit into 
one category they should be 
able to pick which color they 
wear.”
   Due to the sensitivity of the 
issue, many denied interviews 
on the subject. Most feared 
opposition for those with 
differing opinions. Despite 
this, junior Charlie Nummer 
offered up his opinion on the 
matter.
   “I think people should wear 
whatever color of gown that 

they feel most comfortable 
in,” Nummer said. “Having 
two colors is a tradition and it 
should stay that way.”
   One issue with streamlining 
the gowns is that some girls 
had planned on wearing past 
siblings, relatives, or friends 
gowns. In doing so they would 
be able to save money.
   “I have and older sister, and 
we have her white gown in my 
closet so I was planning on 
wearing that and didn’t pur-
chase one,” Dixon said earlier 
this year. “That happened 
with a lot of people who 
have older sisters, friends, or 
cousins.”
   Now all the girls in the Class 
of 2017 have to purchase ma-
roon gowns for graduation.
   Nobody knows yet what the 
future for gown colors is at 
Seaholm, but one thing is for 
sure: next month all Class of 
2017 graduates will be walk-
ing out Seaholm for the last 
time as a student with their 
diploma in a maroon gown. 

See WATER WARS / Pg. 2
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THINKERS, HIPSTERS, AND GAME CHANGERS.

Lawrence Technological University isn’t for just anyone. 
We want the future designers, engineers, scientists, and 
entrepreneurs who will create the innovations of tomorrow.

Watch LTU students share their college experiences at 
ltu.edu/StudentStories.

Possible is everything.

Southfield, Michigan     800.225.5588     admissions@ltu.edu

5th 
in nation for boosting 
graduates’ earning 
potential

12:1 
Student/faculty ratio

88% 
Students employed or 
registered for graduate 
school at commencement

100+ 
Academic programs

Administration Explores 
Senior Water Wars

Donovan Uhnavy
Staff Writer 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

  Every year, Seaholm Seniors 
participate in a school tradi-
tion called Water Wars where 
teams of five face off in tour-
nament style play, attempt-
ing to eliminate each other 
with squirt guns. Controversy 
among the Seaholm commu-
nity always comes along with 
this weeks-long competition.
   This year, 43 teams, making 
a total of 215 seniors, payed 
ten dollars for entry into 
Water Wars in the hopes of 
winning a much higher prize. 
Given the sheer number of 
students involved, admin-
istration and teachers have 
been voicing their concerns 
with the event.
   The administration’s con-
cerns begin with the inexpe-
rienced drivers being put in a 
plethora of awkward situa-
tions.
   “Cars left in the middle of 
the road, on, with all lights on 
put students in danger with-
out proper safety measures,” 
principal Kyle Hall said. 

in Dominic Bertollini’s bushes 
for two hours will only get 
dirt up your nose and scratch 
marks on your arms. Lots of 
spiders in there too,” senior 
Olivia Trippoli said.
   It’s inferable that this game 
is full of ups and downs; 
things don’t always go accord-
ing to plan, or they go exactly 
according to plan. But the 
craziest stories come from the 
teams that have gone to the 
extremes, which is most of 
them.
   “We drove two hours to 
Grand Rapids while dressed 
up as boys to disguise our-
selves. We watched the entire 
BU soccer game and engaged 
in conversation with Joe Nu-
culaj’s dad for forty minutes 
totally unnoticed,” senior 
Aliya Rockind said. “I still 
don’t know how we did it, but 
we did.”
   “I hid in a port-a-potty for 
forty minutes and didn’t even 
get Luke out, so later that 
week we all drove a half an 
hour to Marian prom and 
waited in the bushes for him, 
that time we got him,” senior 
Kayla Martin said.
   And amidst all the hysteria, 
a select group of Seaholm 
seniors made crucial calls to 
protect the integrity of the 
game and keep everyone sail-
ing smoothly.

WATER WARS
Cont. from page 1

   “Ben Gretchko asked me 
if it would count toward his 
team if he got out one of the 
judges,” senior and water 
wars judge Grace Murray 
said. “No, Ben.”
   One may ask why you would 
want to be a judge instead 
of get to play the game. The 
pull? $145.00. Each of the 
three judges splits 20% of 
the total money. Every player 
pays $10 play, 42 teams of 5 
people. Pretty good, huh?
   In hindsight, the judges 
aren’t so sure.
   “I thought the idea of being 
a judge sounded good, but 
now that its happening, it’s 
just rough,” senior and judge 
Joey Kopmeyer said.
   “It honestly is just terrible 
and not worth the money,” 
senior and judge Harrison 
Menuck said.
   Though seniors have a lot of 
complaints about water wars, 
students continue to set up 
and dedicate their lives to the 
game year after year.
   Some advice to future the 
water wars competitors: don’t 
be a judge. Play the game and 
play it smart… and maybe 
bring a nose plug when hop-
ping into the back on some-
one’s trunk. Happy hunting to 
the class of 2018.

“Concerns around driving and 
private property take focus 
off learning. At the end of the 
day, we want our kids to be 
safe. It would break my heart 
if someone was hurt while do-
ing water wars.” 
   The administration and Wa-
ter Wars student organizers 
have been completely separat-
ed, the idea being that Water 
Wars is purely a student run 
activity. However, that hasn’t 
stopped the school’s concerns 
with the event.
   “At the end of the day, we 
want our kids to be safe, not 
anxious about leaving their 
homes or not attending school 
because they can’t get out of 
their own houses,” assistant 
principal Ali Hamka said. 
   And it’s not only administra-
tion that has a problem with 
this senior tradition. Many 
teachers have been voicing 
their concern with the event 
as well.
   “It’s just stupid.” teacher 
Peter Smith said. “You end up 
being a prisoner in your own 
home because you don’t want 
to get out. That’s not how 
anyone wants to spend their 

last couple months as a high 
schooler.”
   Many teachers have to deal 
with the effects of Water 
Wars; kids are often late or 
never show up to class based 
on the fact that if they leave 
their house, they might get 
out, and their team won’t 
make it to the next round.
   “It’s annoying with tardies 
due to water wars,” Smith 
said. “It’s not a valid excuse 
to be late. School still starts at 
7:30.”
   However, some of the ad-
ministration has compliment-
ed the strict rules of the game, 
banning Seniors from play on 
Birmingham Public School 
Property and durning school 
day hours (including both 
lunch and blended classes). 
   Still, every staff member 
interviewed preached caution.
   “Continue to respect bound-
aries for those not involved. 
Be mindful that the local 
police are not very supportive 
at times,” assistant principal 
Joseph Spryzak said. 
   The current seniors are 
generally unaware of how the 
school feels the controversy of 

Water Wars. 
   “We understand that admin-
istration probably hates it,” 
organizer Harrison Menuck 
said, “But aside from that, I 
haven’t heard anything.”
   As the organizer of water 
wars, Menuck has had to deal 
with some issues that the 
adminstration described.
   “The future seniors need to 
stop being idiots with their 
cars,” Menuck said. “Most 
of these people are inexperi-
enced drivers and are putting 
themselves and others in 
danger.”
    He was also very adamant 
about keeping Seaholm and 
water wars separated.
   “Administration should be 
happy they are not involved. 
Water Wars doesn’t have a 
place within Seaholm’s walls, 
and administration should 
continue to have no role in the 
tradition,” Harrison said.
   Making Water Wars safer 
seems to be a major concern 
surrounding the event and 
will take compromise from 
both students and faculty 
within the next year to make 
safer.

Maya Nesti
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Instances of Theft Reported in Boys’ Locker Rooms
   In the past month, many 
thefts from the boys’ locker 
room have been reported. 
Students reported that these 
thefts happened during the 
school day. All the items, 
ranging from cash to Beats 
headphones, have been stolen 
from the boys’ locker room in 
broad daylight with the school 
full of students.
   “It happens everywhere,” 
assistant principal Ali Hamka 
said in response to student 
call to action.
   The student body wants 

answers on three fronts: how 
the Seaholm High School 
administration is addressing 
these recent thefts, how the 
Seaholm administration plans 
to identify the thieves and 
what preventative measures 
can be taken to eliminate 
future thefts.
   “The first question I ask 
the victim is if their stuff was 
locked up, and the answer is 
no, which is concerning to 
me,” Hamka said.
   Hamka and Frank both 
advise students to lock their 
lockers at all times, especially 
if they have valuables in there.
   “I mistakenly thought my 

locker was locked, but my lock 
wasn’t clipped all the way,” 
victim Joel Mitchell said.
   Other victims including 
juniors Noel Celestin and Jack 
Dyar admitted to not having 
locked their lockers.
   “The students think that 
just because we are in Bir-
mingham their stuff won’t get 
stolen,” Hamka said.
   Though theft seems unlike-
ly, it takes only a moment out 
of the day to lock the locker 
before rushing off to class or 
practice.
   Another way to minimize 
future thefts is to report a 
theft immediately to either 

the administration office or 
athletic office.
   “Sometimes the students 
don’t report a theft until a 
week later. That’s concern-
ing,” Hamka said.
   According to Hamka, re-
porting the theft right after 
it occurs can assist in deter-
mining who may be the thief 
by establishing a time frame 
narrows down who had access 
to the lockers at the time that 
the theft occurred.
   Though students ap-
proached Hamka about hiring 
a security guard to regulate 
the locker rooms, but it is not 
a solution the school is opting 
for.

   “It’s not cost effective to 
put someone outside that 
door, Hamka said. “There are 
cameras in the hallways going 
to the lockers room, but the 
students don’t always go in 
from that hallway.”
   The locker room hallway is 
equipped with cameras, but 
the gym is not, and that is 
most likely from where these 
people are entering the locker 
room. Hamka pointed out 
that students often prop the 
locker room door open with a 
trash can. This action jeopar-
dizes the security within the 
locker room.
   Mitchell, Dyar and Celestin 

offered their opinions as to 
who is to blame for the thefts.
   “I don’t much blame myself 
because you can’t blame your-
self for someone taking your 
stuff,” Mitchell said. “I blame 
the person who stole it.”
   Celestin concurred.
   “I blame the people who 
stole the stuff,” Celestin said.
   Dyar, on the other hand, 
had a more reflective reaction.
   “I blame myself,” Dyar said.
   Regardless of who is respon-
sible for the thefts, it is in the 
past. Moving forward, the 
only things that can be done 
are to lock lockers and close 
doors.
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Seaholm Paints the Town Pink

Nellie Chalem
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Over 100 Seaholm students 
marched through the Detroit 
Zoo on April 29 for the annual 
Shades of Pink walk. Student 
volunteers helped out by be-
ing greeters, directing people 
to the right spot and working 
at the face painting table.
   Senior Jenna Wade did 
most of the organizing for the 
event. She has been in charge 
of putting the Seaholm team 
together since her freshman 
year.
   “I have been doing the walk 
for seven years,” Wade said. 
“My mom found out about 
the organization when I was 
in fifth grade, and I have been 
volunteering since my first 
walk. There has been much 
more involvement over the 
years through the teen coun-
cil.”
   The teen council is a group 
of high school students who 
are dedicated to getting 
involved with breast cancer 
awareness. They put up post-
ers around the community 
to spread the word about the 
walk and help to organize 
other high school teams in the 
area. 
   Next year, juniors Grant 
Davis and Courtney Jones will 
be running the team.
   “Grant and Courtney have 
helped a ton these past years 
and will do great next year as 
well,” Wade said.
   The event included shop-
ping, face painting, food and, 

of course, walking. Partici-
pants had the option to com-
plete a 1, 3 or 6 mile course. 
The zoo was closed for the 
general public in honor of this 
special occasion. 
   “This is my third time doing 
the walk, and I come back 
and do it every year because 
it’s so much fun,” senior Allie 
Eick said. “It’s a great way to 
get involved in the commu-
nity and have fun with your 
friends.”
   Though it was a groggy 
morning on the 29, the chilly 
weather and rain did not stop 
people from coming out to the 
event.
   “There are probably around 
10,000 
people 
here,” 
Neal 
said. 
“Every-
one is so 
excited to 
be here, 
and you 
can really 
feel the 
positiv-
ity.”
   Sev-
eral tents 
lined the 
walking 
path, and 
attendees 
had the 
option of 
buying 
clothing, 
jewelry 
and hand-
bags. All 

of the proceeds went to breast 
cancer research.
   One of the more popular 
spots was the face-painting 
table. Some chose to get a 
simple breast cancer ribbon 
while others decided to paint 
their entire face pink. 
   Seaholm was not the only 
group involved in helping out 
with the walk. Several other 
organizations in the com-
munity came out as well. The 
Bloomfield Sports Shop and 
the Bagel Factory were just 
some of the local businesses 
that sponsored the event.
   Signs were put up around 
the zoo with the names of 
those who did not survive. 

The survivors were celebrat-
ed, but those who did not 
make it were not forgotten. 
   The Shades of Pink organi-
zation was founded in 2005 
and has helped both women 
and their families battling 
breast cancer by provid-
ing resources to cover living 
expenses. 
   Although breast cancer is 
still considered to be a seri-
ous condition, it has become 
curable over the years. Since 
1990, breast cancer deaths 
have been declining due to 
better screening, early detec-
tion, increased awareness, 
and new treatment options.

ONE ACTS
Cont. from page 1   Nick Confer, a student 

director, said being a student 
director can also be strange. 
   “You’re expected to be an 
authority figure amongst the 
peers that you cast in your 
one act, so it can be tricky 
to get people to so what you 
want without being super 
mean or strict,” Confer said.
   This is Confer’s third year 
of One Acts. The play Confer 
is directing, Decisions, is a 
spoof on college applications 
where the heaven and hell are 
like University of Michigan 
and Michigan State University 
respectively.
   Frank finds student direc-
tors to be easier and better to 
work with.
   “It’s very cool having a stu-
dent director, because there 
is more dialogue between 
director and actor. I actually 
prefer having a student direc-
tor because they know more 
about what’s going on,” Frank 
said.
   Not everyone, however, 
finds student directors to be 
more effective.
   “Personally, I like having 
a teacher director more, be-
cause they can be a bit more 
forward, so their critique is 
a bit better,” Warren said. 
“Of course, I don’t mean any 
offense to student directors, 
they are all so great.”
   The casts for One Acts 
Festival are also determined 
by the directors, who sit in 
on auditions. According to 
Confer, casting can be fun, as 
long as you keep in mind what 

it is you’re casting for.
   “Casting is fun as long as 
you realize that you’re not 
directing a full play or a full 
musical and that you will not 
get all the actors you want,” 
Confer said. “It’s important 
to accommodate everyone 
who auditioned, but that was 
a little hard for mine because 
there were so many raunchy 
jokes so I couldn’t cast a lot of 
underclassmen.”
   One Acts, however fun, can 
also be laborious.
   “The hardest part of One 
Acts Festival is all the late 
rehearsals. Sometimes we go 
until 8:30 p.m. and it can be 
taxing,” Warren said. “But it 
all pays off, because the best 
part is the end result of all 
the hard work you have to do. 
It’s just amazing to see how 
everyone in the end result cre-
ates one giant festival from all 
these plays.”
   Admissions are five dollars, 
and all proceeds go towards 
the Seaholm fall play and also 
fund some of the Internation-
al Thespian Society’s competi-
tions. There are more reasons 
than that, according to Sitner.
   “It’s really fun, especially 
if you want to see your peers 
doing something they enjoy, 
something that they’re proud 
enough of that they have put 
it on display in front of their 
parents and are charging you 
to go see it. They worked their 
butts off. Go see One Acts 
Festival,” Sitner said.

APs
Cont. from page 1als have been sent into the 

College Board, the counseling 
department undergoes their 
period of logistical organiza-
tion.
   “There are a lot of behind-
the-scenes things,” Fekaris 
said. “It’s the Kleenex, re-
sharpening the pencils, clocks 
with the batteries, counting 
out the tests, making sure the 
student packs move from one 
test to the next, answer sheets 
for each new test.”
   Students may have no-
ticed that the absence of the 
formerly annual AP sheet-
bubbling assembly. That 
is because the counseling 
department, in addition to 
the standard preparation 
they must do every year, also 
transitioned from one online 
registration company to Total 
Registration in the recent 
months.
   “The beauty of Total Regis-
tration is that they pre-print 
your first answer sheet with 
all of your demographic 
information,” Fekaris said. 
“And they’re so closely tied 
to the College Board that so 
much of that information was 
already uploaded. Yes, it did 
take time, but it will pay off in 
the long run. It was worth the 
initial investment.”
   So after the boxes are 
packed, rooms are booked, 
proctors are screened and 
schedules are finalized, it 
becomes time for the students 
to test. All the while this 
preparation was taking place, 
students had been spend-
ing an entire year’s worth of 
curriculum working towards 
a single test averaging about 
three hours long.
   “The kids have to be able 
to essentially perform in a 
number of different areas, 
and keep their composure if 
they get confused,” January 
Hladki, teacher of AP Spanish 
Language and Culture said.
   This was Hladki’s fourth 
year of sending students to 
testing, and she has created 

a pointed curriculum that 
ensures students pass the AP. 
Her students have yet to re-
ceive a score less than a three.
   “The first trimester for me 
is really focused on build-
ing their self-confidence and 
making sure that they are 
speaking Spanish in the class 
the entire time. Then, the 
second trimester we really 
move into teaching them all 
the different elements of the 
test,” Hladki said. “Then third 
trimester is when the gloves 
really come off. We have very 
honest conversations, and 
then the kids can then fine-
tune right up until the end.”
   Hladki’s approach is very 
much one based on relation-
ships rather than content.
   “We need to gain a sense of 
trust and familiarity between 
the students and myself, 
themselves and the class com-
munity,” Hladki said. “Once 
I get to know the kids, right 
away I can tailor to each class 
and what they need based on 
their strengths and weakness-
es with grammar, vocab and 
depth of understanding.”
   But for Hladki, it is not just 
about scoring high and receiv-
ing college credit.
   “I don’t need all kids to take 
the test necessarily, but I 
do think that they lock-in in 
terms of their focus and work 
ethic if they’re committed to 
taking the test,” Hladki said.
   Hladki’s goal first and 
foremost is to get her students 
challenging themselves and 
creating good study habits 
that will transfer over to a col-
legiate education.
   “I really do believe that our 
kids are set up for success in 
these AP classes and I think it 
does put them through expe-
riences much like college so 
that when they get there, they 
have the same feelings, senti-
ments and approaches when 
they’re in university courses,” 
Hladki said. “The kids do 
remarkably well on AP’s and 
end up going to universities 

with lots of college credit that 
they can then play around 
with.”
   Ultimately, Seaholm stu-
dents shouldn’t allow the 
daunting fortnight of AP 
exams (as to it is so lovingly 
referred by certain staff and 
students) to intimidate them.
   “They should be proud of 
themselves,” Fekaris said. 
“Our students do really well. 
It’s a commitment. It’s a 
college-level class.”
   Many students believe that, 
like most standardized test-
ing, the importance of AP 
exams is blown largely out of 
proportion. Overwhelmingly, 
the advice most students offer 
to their contemporaries is not 
to work themselves up over 
this series of exams.
   “To the sophomores,” junior 
Aly Strecker said. “It’s not as 
bad as you think. By junior 
year it’s like ‘I studied last 
night.’”
   Junior Charlotte Shady took 
it a notch further.
   “Fun fact: I’ve never stud-
ied for an AP before, and I’ve 
taken five,” Shady said.
   Even sophomore Shane 
Guenther, just weeks after 
his AP United States History 
exam, decided that in hind-
sight, he didn’t need to have 
been so concerned.
   “Don’t believe all the hype,” 
Guenther said.
   Junior Liam Ward does not 
know why he even took the 
AP’s that he did.
   “I’m not going to get col-
lege credit,” Ward said. “I’m 
going to Canada for college. 
I guess I wanted to prove my 
exceptional academic ability 
in chemistry.”
   And for some, it truly does 
just boil down to learning 
for the sake of mastery. No 
matter what their reason for 
testing, students will be able 
to access their scores on the 
College Board website after 
July 5. Until then, it’s just a 
waiting game. 

Mentor Haul Cut in Half
Cece Cousins
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Big changes are coming to 
the familiar Freshman Kick-
Off Mentorship program, now 
known as Make Me a Maple 
(M3), not only for the 2017/18 
school year, but also years 
to come. A decrease in the 
amount of mentors needed for 
the program and more struc-
tured M3 events will hopefully 
add to its success.
   The leading advisors for M3, 
Jeremy Barber and Jane La-
Bond, strongly believe in the 
new approach to the program, 
and advocate for the sense of 
community it will bring. Bar-
ber shared some information 
on what’s to come.
   “In previous years it was 1 
mentor to 2 mentees, now its 
1 mentor to 5 mentees. That’s 
the biggest change,” Barber 
said.
   The decision to make this 
change was made by former 
Principal Rachel Guinn, who 
requested that the 2 teacher 
administrators attended a 
training program called Link 
Crew. This program taught 
Barber and LaBond about the 

events that M3 should have 
over the year and what should 
be discussed.
   “It’s a great program that I 
think we’re going to stick with 
for the next X amount of years 
that we’re here because they 
have it laid out for us day-by-
day,” Barber said.
   The hope for this new and 
improved system is that it 
will create accountability 
among the mentors. Barber 
and LaBond have grown tired 
over the years of the excuses 
that student mentors give as 
to why they can’t attend M3-
sponsored events.
   “If you want to be in this 
program, you should be in it 
for the right reason. We’re 
relying on you,” Barber said.
   Barber and LaBond under-
stand that students applying 
to be mentors may be upset if 
they are rejected from helping 
with the program. However, 
the decision to accept versus 
deny students simply has to 
do with only needing a certain 
number of kids.
   “You might be a great kid, 
and we don’t doubt that 
everything in your heart is in 
the right place for this, but 

we can’t take as many kids as 
previous years,” Barber said. 
“It’s not a personal attack, 
it’s just that we have so many 
great kids that we can’t take 
them all and we’re sorry.”
   Students seem to have 
differing views towards the 
changes made to the M3 pro-
gram. Junior Glennie Webster 
believes that decreasing the 
amount of mentors is a posi-
tive change.
   “I think these changes are a 
good idea because the people 
accepted will be more fo-
cused,” Webster said. “Now 
we’ll have a good group that’s 
more responsible, so I think 
that will be better.”
   Other students believe that 
the new ratio of 1 mentor to 
5 mentees will make it more 
challenging to have a close 
relationship.
   “I feel like it’ll be harder to 
build a strong relationship 
with your mentee, and it’ll 
be a lot less personal from 
when we only had 1 mentor 
to 2 mentees,” a student said 
anonymously.

Photo by Nellie Chalem
Seniors Emma Neuner and Ally Eick pose with a group of breast cancer sur-

vivors at the walk.

Seaholm Leadership Class 
Sponsors Ball for Ella

   On May 18, a charity 3 on 3 
basketball tournament took 
place in the Seaholm gymna-
sium, with a five dollar dona-
tion from each participant.
   All proceeds went directly to 
Ella Blonsky. 
   Ella Blonsky is currently 
battling against Synovial Sar-
coma, a rare form of cancer.
   The Seaholm Leadership 

class had the idea to help her 
out through the creation of 
the event “Ball For Ella”. 
   All proceeds will go to Ella 
to efforts towards treating and 
attempting to cure her condi-
tion.
   It was a huge tournament 
with over 10 teams participat-
ing, and, in the end, the team 
calling themselves the Mon-
starz took home the win.
   Some people were just play-
ing to support the cause.
 “I just want to make it out of 

the first round,” Max Lee, a 
freshman participant in the 
tournament, said.
   Other players had their eyes 
on winning. The games got 
fairly competitive, according 
to spectators of the event.
   “The players were most defi-
nitely on the grind,”Seaholm 
teacher and weight trainer 
Bob Carleton said.
    But competition aside, the 
general consensus was that 
everybody was there for the 
same reason - Ella. 

Benjy Kest
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com
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Staff Editorial
Your College Doesn’t Mean Anything 

opinion, whether it’s good or 
bad, about your school.
  The most important aspect 
in choosing what your post-
high school plans are is find-
ing the choice that most fits 
you. It doesn’t need to be said 
that a distant family-friend 
or some random dude that 
graduated last year and is vis-
iting town doesn’t understand 
you at that level. Why a stu-
dent wants to go to a specific 
school is a deeply personal 
thing that probably only the 
student and his or her parents 
understand completely.
  Secondarily, there are a lot of 
good programmes that exist 
within division two or division 
three colleges not everyone 
is aware of. Someone that’s 
unaware of the system may 
look at you crazy for attending 
a school like Amherst College, 
when in reality it can go toe-
to-toe with almost any school 
in the nation.

  Also, the US College sys-
tem has reached a point 
where one can obtain a good 
education at a plethora of 
colleges. How a college can 
give a student connections 
is becoming an increasingly 
crucial element of the col-
lege decision. Sometimes, the 
smaller colleges can provide 
a more tightknit communitty 
and thereby giving its stu-
dents better connections.
   On the flip side, it really is 
a disservice to those going to 
big colleges to inflate their 
egos. Too many times, kids 
get into big schools like U of 
M get their egos inflated, and 
then catch themselves party-
ing and not paying atten-
tion in class because they’ve 
“made it to success”. Well, at 
a selective university like the 
University of Michigan they 
almost always fail out.
  Furthermore, inflating 
someone’s ego to the brim 

Andrew LaPain
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:
What are you most looking forward to this summer?

“Graduating”

-Senior Bethany Jokisch

“Going on vacation”

   -Junior Isabel 
Little

“Hanging out with friends”  

- Sophmore Caden Franke 

“Swimming”

- Freshman 
Virginia Backus

Exploring the 
Unknown

you down for where you are 
enrolled to go to school.
   The faces of those who at-
tend elite, big name schools 
and smaller, lesser-known 
school are starkly contrasted 
between absolutely ecstatic 
and visibly confused. Even-
tually, the big name school 
enrollee and the small school 
attendee have different out-
looks from the wear and tear 
of constantly telling people 
which university or college 
they’re attending.
   At this point, it is easy for 
the people attending the big-
ger schools to have an inflated 
ego, and the people attend-
ing the smaller schools to be 
second-guessing their deci-
sion a bit. However, there are 
many key points that those 
who prod into your college 
decision are missing, and ob-
viously, them not being with 
you throughout the process 
will give them an ignorant 

   As the seniors of Seaholm 
prepare to be sent off, the 
grade has a collective of block 
letters, school colours and 
fight songs that “represent” 
them. At this time of their 
lives, graduating high school-
ers take this time to show off 
their high school achieve-
ments, oftentimes utilising 
the block letters and school 
colours as some type of 
currency to compare them-
selves.  
   In this economy maize and 
blue is a precious commodity, 
and there’s not much that is 
above that standard.
   However, I, the anonymous 
writer, am here to tell you 
those school colours and 
block letters are meaning-
less, which is almost cliché at 
this point: as the, “Where are 
you going to school” ques-
tion pops up more and more 
frequently, it is easy to let 
someone gas you up or tear 
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Streaming Perks 
Ears to Start Careers
   We hear 
more than 
enough about 
the negative 
impacts of 
free stream-
ing in today’s 
music indus-
try. Spotify, 
Apple Music, SoundCloud and 
so many others give us access 
to live streaming music at no 
cost.
   This tends to have an 
adverse effect for musicians, 
especially those starting out, 
but are we unjustly condemn-
ing a service that could offer 
musicians a chance at free 
promotion they may not have 
access to otherwise? 
   Years ago it felt like we 
might be collecting individual 
tracks, one by one, for the 
rest of our days. Today, the 
original iPod looks as distant 
as Sony’s Walkman cassette 
player.
   Instead, more music fans 
are turning to free ad-sup-
ported and paid-subscription 
services that offer instant 
access to libraries that would 
make the wildest dreams of 
the iPod user seem tame. 
   The era of streaming music 
is upon us, and it looks as if 
it’s not going anywhere for a 
long time. In an earlier era, 
there was no such question. 
   Buying a vinyl record meant 
you could listen to the music 
until you wore it out, filed it 
away forever or grew a new 
set of ears and snapped the 
old disc in half. This shift has 
the potential to reshape both 

Jordon Williams
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

the music people listen to and 
the music that artists create.
   With subscription pric-
ing and the ability to easily 
skip among artists, stream-
ing pushes users to listen to 
and explore new artists. This 
has the potential to reduce 
the concentration of the very 
top artists and albums, while 
also helping music lovers find 
what economists refer to as 
the long tail of the industry. 
   Now it looks as though the 
internet may resurrect the 
business it almost killed. 
Thanks to growth in Spo-
tify and Apple Music, music 
streaming has passed the 
milestone of 100 million pay-
ing subscribers worldwide, a 
feat few imagined was pos-
sible years ago.
   Music revenues have been in 
decline for so long that sooner 
or later the bottom has to be 
reached, or else the market 
would diminish into obscu-
rity.
   So if digital is able to sustain 
growth across growth markets 
for a successive amount of 
years then we can start talking 
about the sustained revenue 
growth potential of streaming.
   The LP, the cassette, the CD 
and the MP3 each dominated 
the market for about 15 years 
before ceding to the next tech-
nological advance. Will this 
latest revision define a new 
relationship between fans and 
digital files?
   The truth is, listeners bend 
each format to the utility they 
desire and adapt to its partic-
ular attributes. The question 
we’ll ask over the next few 
years is this: How will stream-
ing change us?

   Pikmin 
2 is one of 
my favorite 
games. You 
control an 
army of 
up to 100 
pikmin, 
each type with its own special 
abilities and talents, collect-
ing treasure and defeating 
hostile fauna, having to beat 
63 before you can complete 
the game.
   The skin benefits from a 
spongy cell structure that 
diffuses the surface heat, pro-
tecting the creature’s inner 
organs.” As you can see, the 
Piklopedia tends to introduce 
science into the world of 
Pikmin- and sometimes, this 
science collides with reality! 
  Want to see what I mean? 
Look at these examples…
   1. The Dweevil species likes 
to pick up dead enemies and 
treasure, and carry them on 
it’s back! Take a look at the 
Assassin Bug(Acanthaspis 
Petax). Like the Dweevils, it 
likes to carry dead bugs. But 
these dead backpacks actually 
serve a purpose in the real 
world- they make the assassin 
bug look bigger, so predators 
will be warded off!
   2. In the Greater Spotted 
Jellyfloat’s description, it is 
mentioned that the Jellyfloat’s 
tentacles lack nematocysts, so 
touching them is completely 
safe. Want to know what 
nematocysts are in real life? If 
you haven’t figured it by now, 
they’re Jellyfish stingers.
   3. The Skitter Leaf’s name 
is quite appropriate- it’s able 
to disguise itself as a leaf. 
There are real life Skitter 
Leaves(under the scientific 
name Phylliidae), and even 
though they look more realis-
tic, they’re just as effective at 
disguising themselves.
   4. The Empress Bulblax 
bears a shocking resemblance 
to the Queen Termite. I doubt 
Queen Termites defend them-
selves by rolling over their 
foes, though…
   5. The Decorated Cannon 
Beetle has a red color because 
of the large quantities of iron 
it eats. This applies to reality, 
too- for example, blood is red 
because it has iron!
   6. In the Mamuta’s descrip-
tion, it’s mentioned that it’s 
the only species known to cul-
tivate plants. Whoever wrote 
that entry isn’t the sharpest 
tool in the shed- there are 
tons of animals that farm 
their own food. Leafcutter 
Ants are a good example!
   7. While the Wollywog(not 
to be mistaken for the Yellow 
Wollywog) has no correlations 
with the real world, it’s de-
scription in the Piklopedia is 
actually a pretty good way to 
explain natural selection. Ap-
parently, juvenile Wollywogs 
were once swept into caverns 
by underground currents. 
They excelled in the dark 
area, and staying there gen-
eration after generation led 
to the Wollywog’s snow-white 
skin. In olimar’s own words, 
this is an example “of natural 
selection at work, choosing 
traits better suited to life in a 
subterranean environment.”
   8. The Peckish 
Aristocrab(Pikmin 3) is 
loosely based off of the Fid-
dler Crab. What’s not so obvi-
ous, however, is the fact that 
it’s bubble-spewing attack 
was inspired by the Fiddler 
Crab’s tendency to foam at the 
mouth!
  As you can see, Pikmin and 
nature have plenty in com-
mon. I believe that this gives 
us a greater perception of how 
truly creative nature is, and 
how wildly unique animal/
insect species can be. 
  I hope you enjoyed these 
insightful comparisons of 
Pikmin and the real world, 
and I hope to find even more 
unique animal/insect designs 
in the future.
  If you have questions about 
any of my articles, or have an 
idea for another article, please 
feel free to drop a letter at Mr. 
Szalkowski’s room. es where I 
operate, so ask all the ques-
tions you want! 

is an awful idea for post-
college plans. Even without 
the ultimate price of flunking 
out of university, big egos can 
destroy team-oriented goals 
and other necessary skills for 
the workforce. Having people 
constantly congratulate and 
praise you for where you’re 
enrolled is nice, as long as the 
individual doesn’t lose sight of 
the bigger picture.
  Regardless of where you are 
going, attending college is a 
big achievement. Especially 
in this day in age, there is a 
lot of hard work that is put 
into attending a university or 
college. It is not a bad thing to 
be proud of your school; that’s 
not what is being said here. 
However, it is just a warning 
that the hard work you have 
done is not at all over, and 
that truly one must seize ad-
vantage of the opportunities 
at his or her school in order to 
be successful.
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Philosophy can be confusing. 
With a haughty reputation 
and a penchant for being 
thrown around by preten-
tious snobs, it doesn’t initial-
ly seem to present itself as re-
latable. But believe it or not 
you, yes, you at home, can 
take a peice of even the most 
abstract philosophies and 
utilize them in your daily life. 
The best life lessons for you 
depend on you life, of course, 
but in this article I will 
introduce (or further clarify, 
if you’re already familiar) 
two of my favorite life les-
sons from those philosophers 
known as existentialists.
1. Angoisse

   Let us begin with the one 
thing that all of our fast 
paced, deadline fueled lives 
are littered with. French 
philosopher Jean Paul Sartre 
refers to it as angoisse, that 
is anxiety, or anguish. Most 

Quick, it’s Quiz Time! 
Question 1: What is the largest amount 
of people that can fit in a Mini Coo-
per?
a.) 5
b.) 15
c.) 27
d.) 69
Question 2: What school has the #1 
mineral database in the world?
a.) Harvard University
b.) University of Arizona
c.) Darthmouth College
d.) Yale University

Question 5: What is Jeff Fisher’s ca-
reer winning percentage as a head 
coach?
a.) .382
b.) .500
c.) .510
d.) .802

Question 3: Who is the only American 
president to never get married?
a.) Millard Fillmore
b.) James Buchanan
c.) Barb Harte
d.) William Taft

Question 4: How long is the longest 
Nyan Cat video on youtube?
a.) 7 hours
b.) 15 hours 
c.) 1 Day, 12 hours
d.) 2 days, 2 hours

Answers: 
c,b,b,d,c

Hey...people. This is a quiz, that you can finish quickly. Take this quiz.

John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

  Few 
things 
are more 
important 
to me than 
music, 
and since 
starting at 
Seaholm in 
the fall of 
2013, countless high-profile, 
critically acclaimed albums 
and projects have been re-
leased. These releases helped 
shape my four years at 
Seaholm, and in honor of my 
final issue on the Highlander, 
I will be ranking the ten best 
albums I’ve heard, running 
from our first days of high 
school in September 2013, to 
our last days in May 2017. 
Please keep in mind that this 
list is 100% my opinion (I’m 
talking to you, Kendrick La-
mar stans).

   10. Stoney – 
Post Malone
Released: Beginning of win-
ter, senior year (December 9, 
2016)

   Alright, I get that starting 
any top 10 list with a Post 
Malone album is a bad look, 
but hear me out. This album 
is a bit of a guilty pleasure 
for me. Stoney’s low points 
are almost hilariously low 
(“Go Flex” is supposed to be 
an emotional folk song about 
how he just wants to show off 
his gold teeth to everyone), 
but Malone’s rap/sing com-
bination works well on other 
tracks, and at only 21 years 
old, he has the potential to be 
a big time mainstream artist 
in the future.

Highlights: No Option, Con-
gratulations, Up There

   9. Oxymoron – 
Schoolboy Q 
Released: Middle of freshman 
year (February 25, 2014)

   2014 was a very, very bad 
year for hip-hop. In a year 
where Macklemore won a 
Grammy for Best Rap Album 
(“Grammy-winner Mackl-
emore” is a real oxymoron), 
Oxymoron was one of the 
lone bright spots. Critics have 
cited Q’s aggressive lyrics 
and gang-life subject matter 

as positives. Schoolboy does 
west coast gangsta rap of the 
past proud on this album.

Highlights: Collard Greens, 
Hell of a Night, Man of the 
Year

   8. Tetsuo & 
Youth – Lupe 
Fiasco
Released: The day after MLK 
Jr. Day, sophomore year 
(January 20, 2015)

   Lupe Fiasco’s work has 
never really gotten the respect 
it deserves, and this album is 
no different. A well-thought-
out concept album, Fiasco 
incorporates an overarch-
ing narrative throughout 
the entire project. Perhaps 
the most impressive part of 
Tetsuo & Youth is “Mural” – a 
nine-minute journey with no 
chorus that sees some of the 
most vivid imagery in recent 
hip-hop history.

Highlights: Mural, Dots & 
Lines, Deliver

See SOUNDTRACK / Pg. 6

of us would give our left hand 
to lessen it, but how do we go 
about doing that? 
   To solve a problem we must 
first define it. So let’s define a 
word by defining even more 
words. Martin Heidegger 
sums up a central concept 
of his philosophy with a few 
words in his native german: 
das sein, roughly translated 
to “existence” or “the being” 
or “being-in-the-world” and 
it’s opposite das nichts: “the 
nothing”; non-existence. To 
be or not to be, if you will. In 
Being and Time, Heidegger 
points out that “when Angst 
[anxiety] has quieted down, 
in our everyday way of talking 
we are accustomed to ‘it was 
really nothing.’” Through 
this, he comes to the conclu-
sion that what causes these 
feelings must be something 
apart from the rest of the 
somethings around us. To 
Heidegger, “The threat is... 
indefinite...what angst is 
anxious about is being-in-the-
world itself.”

    That is to say, it is our own 
act being and the uncertainty 
which surrounds it that causes 
our feelings of anxiety. In “Be-
ing and Nothingness” the pre-
viously mentioned Jean Paul 
Sartre compares anxiety to 
the vertego one may get while 

looking off of a cliff; most 
of the discomfort comes not 
from fear of falling, but fear of 
jumping. Sartre says “A situ-
ation provokes fear if there is 
a possibility of my life being 
changed from without; my 
being provokes anguish to the 

extent that I distrust myself 
and my own reactions in that 
situation.” In other words, 
anxiety comes not from fear 
of exterior forces, but from 
fear of ourselves and our own 
abilities. While these men 
give us no definite answer of 

how we should approach our 
angoisse, they show us that 
the answer is fundamentally 
inside ourselves. That brings 
us to our next point, the path 
of growth that Heidegger 
believed follows the realiza-
tion of this personal freedom: 

authenticity. 

2. Authenticity and the Oth-
ers: Eigentlichkeit v. Unei-
gentlichkeit 

   Before we revisit Heidegger 
and his aggressively German 
compound words, let’s visit 
Simone de Beauvoir, author of 
The Second Sex, and her less 
well known but still notable 
Ethics of Ambiguity, which 
sums up a few main concept 
of existentialism in a much 
more digestible way. In Part II 
of the essay, entitled “Person-
al Freedom and Others”, de 
Beauvoir says that we are all 
born into a world with rules 
and customs we had no part 
in choosing. In our childhood, 
we take these rules as given 
fact, not yet understanding 
the concept of opinion. She 
refers to this as the “infantile 
world” as it “very rare for 
[it] to maintain itself beyond 
adolescence.” 
   Upon coming of age one 
“discovers his subjectivity; he 

Life Advice from an Existentialist
““The threat is... in-
definite...what angst 
is anxious about is 

being-in-the-world it-
self.”

- Martin Heidegger

discovers that of others.” At 
this point, one is faced with a 
choice: accept the roles and 
live as (as de Beauvoir refers 
to it) a “sub-man” and reject 
his human condition or live 
to “make oneself”. Similar to 
this is Heidegger’s eigentlich-
keit and uneigentlichkeit (I 
warned you). Uneigentlichkeit 
is the unauthentic life, one 
defined by das gerede (the 
Chatter). It is a life in which 
one defines themselves by the 
expectations and presump-
tions of others. Eigentlichkeit, 
on the other hand, if a life 
where one fully accepts their 
own freedom and it is the only 
way that Heidegger believes 
we can lead a truly happy life. 
So what do you think? Do 
angoisse and uneigentlich-
keit plague your life? Maybe 
lend some time to Jean Paul 
Satre, Martin Heidegger, and 
Simone de Beauvoir. These 
abstract thinkers might just 
have the most grounding phi-
losophy’s of all.
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13 Reasons Why: Enlightening or Insensitive?

   Suicide 
is among 
the lead-
ing causes 
of death 
for ado-
lescents. 
In their 
forma-
tive years, 
suicide is second only to car 
crashes in number of deaths 
among those ages 15 to 24. 
Both a fatal suicide and car 
crash, in addition extensive 
harassment, both verbal and 
physical, were vividly de-
picted in the 13-part Netflix 
drama 13 Reasons Why, 
which left viewers with a sour 
taste of the show for numer-
ous reasons.
   The show, based on author 
Jay Asher’s 2007 novel, was 
adapted into a series so as 
to provide a more compre-
hensive facet through which 
teenagers can have conversa-
tions about difficult subjects 
such as suicide and rape. It 
was marketed specifically to a 
high school age audience.
   Within two weeks of its 
release, 13 Reasons Why be-
came the most tweeted about 
series in the site’s history, 
and it was not all positive 
feedback. The show was bom-
barded with requests from 
livid mental health experts 
to increase the number of 
viewer discretion advisories 
played before the episodes, so 
much so that Netflix took the 
criticism and added warn-
ings.
   Having read and been 
impacted Asher’s 2007 novel 
as I maneuvered my way 
through middle school, I was 
patiently awaiting the show’s 

release. I was excited to revisit 
the storyline, now as a high 
school student who may be 
able to relate to Hannah more 
than my 11-year-old self. 
Needless to say, I was highly 
disappointed.
   As far as the actual show 
goes, I didn’t like the set up. 
Distributing the tapes over 13 
episodes so that each episode 
focused on only one tape 
meant that the plot developed 
painfully slow.
   The point of Hannah’s 
tapes was that everything 
she said was supposed to be 
overwhelming and surpris-
ing, which did not translate 
well from novel to screen. It 
seemed that the only exciting 
moments were the contro-
versial rape, car crash and 
suicide scenes, almost as if the 
director was trying to make 
up for the slow development 
with poignantly uncomfort-
able shots and excessive gore.
   I am also not a huge propo-
nent of adding in the lawsuit. 
I was expecting the show to be 
a visual depiction of Asher’s 
novel, so the added plot line 
of Hannah’s parents suing 
the school came completely 
out of left field. I understand 
that without the lawsuit, there 
wouldn’t have been enough 
content to fill all 13 episodes, 
but maybe that’s a sign that 
the show should have been 
something of a four-part 
special rather than a whole 
season.
   On May 8, Netflix and 
Gomez announced that there 
will be a second season of 
13 Reasons Why released in 
2018. The plotline of Asher’s 
novel has already been told in 
its entirety, so the basis of all 
further episodes will not be 
rooted in his story. For all in-
tents and purposes, it’s really 
not the critically acclaimed 13 
Reasons Why anymore. It’s 
just a cheap knock off.

Dishonest and Damaging

Melanie Taylor
News Editor
seaholmhighlandernews@gmail.com
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Controversial or Universal?
POINT: 

 Over the 
past few 
weeks, the 
topic of the 
Netflix ad-
aptation of 
Jay Asher’s 
Thirteen 
Reasons 
Why has sparked up many 
conversations and bits of 
controversy, not only in the 
halls of Seaholm, but around 
the world. With sensitive top-
ics portrayed in the show such 
as suicide, rape, and bullying, 
many teens and parents alike 
have been questioning if the 
hit show should be viewed 
by adolescent audiences. But 
why try and ignore the fact 
that the topics in the show are 
things that happen around 
the world daily, and that they 
are things that the adolescent 
viewer’s face? 
When walking down the halls 
of high school, you see a new 
face practically every day. 
But that’s all you see- their 
face. You don’t know what’s 
going on in their mind. You 
don’t know their struggles. 
And you don’t know what’s 
going on behind the scenes of 
the expression on their face, 
which is something that not 
too many people are aware of 
these days. The show Thir-
teen Reasons Why does an 
empowering way to show how 
even your smallest acts can 
affect someone’s life in great 
measure. 
As seen in the show, many 
obliviously inconsiderate acts 
by other people are the prima-
ry causes of Hannah’s suicide, 
or so she says in the thirteen 
tapes she leaves behind. 
When viewers watch the story 

play out, they get a sincere 
look into the life of someone 
who is affected by others’ 
actions. Hannah experienced 
many traumatic experiences, 
such as rape, bullying, loss of 
friendships, and much more 
throughout the show which 
unfortunately affect her in 
an extremely negative way, 
eventually leading to her tak-
ing her own life. Some people 
claim that it’s just typical 
‘teenage behavior’ and that 
Hannah was too sensitive. But 
did the people who hurt her 
know that they were hurting 
Hannah on such a personal 
level? That’s the question that 
we ought to ask. Do teenag-
ers really know what they 
are doing when they post 
horrible things about other 
people online or humiliating 
them? Sometimes the real tole 
doesn’t show until it’s too late, 
as seen in Hannah’s decision 
to end her life. The show goes 
into depth on how Hannah’s 
experiences had affected her 
and really gets the viewer to 
understand that every action 
comes at a price. It brings out 
an entirely new perspective 
to the viewer and might even 
change them for the better.
Many people watching 
the show claim that 
Hannah’s suicide was 
for attention and that 
that particular per-
spective would have 
changed if Hannah 
showed more signs of 
mental illness. How-
ever, the show does 
portray mental illness 
in the way that most 
people see it- they 
don’t. As said before, 
you don’t know what’s 
going on in someone 
else’s head and the 
show does a great 
job at portraying that 
aspect through Han-

   More importantly than the 
poor layout, though, are the 
implications the show had 
on its teenage viewers. The 
message of the show was not 
targeted towards suicidal per-
sons, but that’s exactly who it 
reached.
   People who are suffering 
from disorders such as anxi-
ety or depression, especially 
teenagers still in their forma-
tive years, are in search of 
catharsis in the songs they lis-
ten to and shows they watch. 
After spending 13 hours 
listening to her life story, it is 
likely that viewers, specifically 
those in poor mental health, 
would see Hannah as a friend 
or even project themselves 
onto her character.
   For that reason, watching 
Hannah’s graphic suicide is 
essentially like losing their 
friend. Suicide contagion is 
the phenomenon in which 
those in a community im-
pacted by suicide are more 
likely to follow through with 
the act themselves. The 
American Psychological As-
sociation in collaboration with 
the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention has 
released guidelines as to how 
the media is to address issues 
relating to suicide.
   “Including details about the 
method of a suicide, signaling 
suicide in the headline, print-
ing photos of a suicide victim 
and glorifying the act can en-
courage readers and viewers 
to follow through on suicidal 
thoughts,” the APA said.
   Unfortunately, 13 Reasons 
Why is a culprit of all of these 
wrongful handlings, which 
means the show is at risk of 
causing copycat attempts at 
suicide. If even one case arises 
in which tapes are left behind 
in place of a suicide note, then 
the show will not have been 
worth it, and with the renewal 
of the show for a second sea-
son, that risk is only growing.

nah, leaving the audience to 
only imagine what she could 
be going through. However, 
we do see Hannah become 
seemingly more depressed 
and show signs (physically 
and mentally) that she needed 
help, touching on the mental 
health aspect of the show. 
In the last episode we see 
Hannah finally reaching out 
to Mr. Porter, the school’s 
counselor, for help, proving 
that she was indeed struggling 
from some major problems 
in her life. Research by the 
American Center of Disease 
Control shows that approxi-
mately 26 percent of teens 
considering suicide receive 
the help they need. If you are 
struggling with mental health 
or life in general, you are 
highly encouraged to seek out 
help. Even though you walk 
through your hardest days, 
you are not alone.
As seen above, Thirteen Rea-
sons Why brings a whole new 
perspective to not only hard 
topics, but to ourselves as 
well. Watching the show could 
open up a whole new view-
point in your life and maybe 
even provide a little entertain-
ment in your life. 

Classic Movie Recommendation
   7. If You’re 
Reading This It’s 
Too Late – Drake
Released: The last day of 
school before mid-winter 
break, sophomore year (Feb-
ruary 13, 2015)

   I still remember the buzz 
around the school the day 
this project came out. Drizzy 
simply tweeted a link out 
early that morning, and the 
rest was history. This project 
features a more trap-based 
Drake with thumping, sig-
nature Toronto-style beats 
from producers Boi-1da and 
40. With the release of this 
project, people began taking 
Drake seriously when he says 
he’s the king of hip-hop.

Highlights: Legend, Know 
Yourself, Jungle

6. Malibu – An-
derson .Paak
Released: Random Friday 
during 2nd tri of junior year 
(January 15, 2016)

   Another slept-on artist, An-
derson .Paak’s Malibu focuses 
on his west coast roots, with 
.Paak himself even producing 
songs on the album, using ele-
ments of funk to create that 
laid-back vibe that west coast 
music has always been known 
for. .Paak has a genuinely 
soulful voice, and on tracks 
like “Come Down” he shows 
off this passionate, funky style 
that will almost take you back 
to James Brown in the 1960s.

Highlights: Put Me Thru, Am 
I Wrong, Come Down

5. Rodeo – Travis 
Scott
Released: a few days before 
the start of junior year (Sep-
tember 4, 2015)

   Almost more of a rock star 
than rapper, Travis Scott’s 
major label debut gives 
listeners a front row seat to 
his wild lifestyle. Travis is an 
avid proponent of autotune; 
he uses it differently depend-
ing on the vibe he’s trying 
to set on a particular song. 

For example, “Antidote” sees 
Travis tune his voice higher to 
give the track an upbeat club 
feel, while “90210” sees Travis 
slow his voice down to give it 
a trippy, hypnotic vibe. Travis’ 
popularity is growing expo-
nentially by the day.

Highlights: Pornography, Oh 
My Dis Side, 90210

4. Blonde – 
Frank Ocean
Released: a couple weeks 
before the start of senior year 
(August 20, 2016)

   Blonde was one of those 
albums that left you puzzled 
after the first listen (I thought 
my headphones were bro-
ken when Frank came in on 
“Nikes”), but enlightened 
after the second. Frank had 
unbelievable expectations 
for this album after five years 
of silence following Channel 
Orange, and he managed to 
meet those expectations while 
putting out an entirely differ-
ent body of work. Much more 
psychedelic and minimal-
ist than his previous album, 
Frank Ocean proved you can 
still put out original, mean-
ingful R&B in today’s pop-
heavy times.

Highlights: Nikes, Pink + 
White, Nights

3. More Life – 
Drake
Released: beginning of third 
tri, senior year (March 18, 
2017)

   The only artist to appear on 
this list twice, Drake’s most 
recent release has been well 
received by both critics and 
fans alike. Sure, he still has 
his detractors, but More Life 
has a different version of 
Drake for everyone: in-your-
face Drake (“Free Smoke”), 
emotional Drake (“Passion-
fruit”), “I’m the best of all 
time” Drake (“Gyalchester”), 
light-hearted Drake (“Port-
land”), introspective Drake 
(“Do Not Disturb”), and even 
weird fake British/Jamaican/
Canadian combination Drake 
(“No Long Talk”).

Highlights: Madiba Riddim, 
Can’t Have Everything, Ice 
Melts

2. The Life of 
Pablo – Kanye 
West
Released: Valentine’s Day ju-
nior year (February 14, 2016)

   There are two main things 
that I believe the all-time 
greats can do: make time slow 
down, and evolve. More than 
any album I’ve ever listened 
to, time slows down on Pablo 
(i.e. the choir in “Ultralight 
Beam”, the last minute of 
“Famous”, and many more). 
Yeezy has also evolved his 
sound seamlessly. None of 
his albums sound the same, 
yet they are all good in their 
own right. I don’t respect 
his antics, his family, or his 
ugly clothes, but Kanye West 
makes great music, and I will 
always respect that.

Highlights: Ultralight Beam, 
Waves, Real Friends

1. We got it from 
Here… Thank 
You 4 Your Ser-
vice – A Tribe 
Called Quest
Released: Three days after 
Trump’s election (November 
11, 2016)

   Real hip-hop lives on. While 
I enjoy a lot of the new era 
hip-hop that’s being released 
these days, simply no one is 
on the same level as Tribe. 
A socially-conscious and 
jazz-influenced album, We 
got it from Here… stood tall 
amongst the flashy, almost 
incoherent hip-hop we’ve 
become accustomed to in the 
past few years. Featuring star 
artists from all generations 
and the final bars of the late, 
great Malik “Phife Dawg” 
Taylor, I believe this album is 
an instant classic and will one 
day be put in the Library of 
Congress.

Highlights: Whateva Will 
Be, Dis Generation, Conrad 
Tokyo

  The Fistful of Dollars trilogy 
is still unprecedented as far 
as any achievement in film or 
art goes. In the years prior, 
the genres of Musicals and 
Westerns were considered to 
be American only, and anyone 
else who touched it was like 
a baby touching a stove-top. 
Italian director Sergio Leone 
(aided by his composer Ennio 
Morricone) legitimised the 
formerly derogatory remark 
as its own genre.
   Leone himself opened up 
an entirely new world when 
it came to the western genre. 
The Cowboy, the hero, always 
was clean-cut, gentlemanly, 
and had clear moral guide-
lines. Leone’s depiction of the 
Cowboy was the first one to be 
rough, disgruntled, and mor-
ally ambiguous. Leone also 
made sure to include a little 
more graphic violence in this 
trilogy, which added to the 
gruffness of his films and in-
spired the modern generation 
of directors like Tarantino.
  Every film in the trilogy is 
not only has the argument to 
be the best film in the western 
genre, but its third movie can 
go toe to toe with just about 
any film in any genre. The 
final movie of the trilogy, “The 
Good, The Bad and The Ugly” 
has a rating of 8.9 and is 
listed as the 9th best movie of 
all time on IMDB. Each of the 
films was released in consecu-
tive years: “Fistful of Dollars” 
in 1964, “For a Few Dollars 
More” in 1965, and finally 
“The Good, The Bad, and the 
Ugly” in 1966; which makes 
this achievement in film even 
more impressive.
  But, we are here to focus on 
its first film, which shares the 
title with the entire trilogy, “A 
Fistful of Dollars.” Like every 
other film in the trilogy was 
directed by Leone and starred 
film legend Clint Eastwood.
   Our film is centered around 
a man with no name (Clint 
Eastwood), who rides into 
the Mexican village of San 
Miguel, which is ruled by two 
families named the Baxters 

and the Rojos. 
The anony-
mous charac-
ter then tries 
to pit the two 
against each 
other and get 
rich in the 
experience.
   “Fistful of 
Dollars” is 
a must-see 
for not only 
anyone who 
is interested 
in film, but 
really any-
one who is a 
moderate fan 
of the western 
genre. Leone’s 
distinct style 
revolutionised 
the western 
genre and the 
image of the 
cowboy, here 
let’s take a look at what makes 
this film stand out from just 
any plain western.
   There is so much that we 
could start out with. Like, 
so, so much. But movies are 
primarily a visual experience, 
therefore we need to start 
with the visuals. This film 
is just straight up gorgeous. 
Leone’s style of film is directly 
influenced from Japanese 
film legend Akira Kurosawa, 
clearly flowing and moving 
with meaning at every pan 
and tilt; coupled with the 
landscape itself the visuals are 
really breathtaking.
  Now, the visuals are great, 
but so is watching the leg-
endary Clint Eastwood just 
go around and be a badass 
is insanely fun. The stuff he 
pulls is more realistic and 
tasteful than like a “Fast and 
Furious” type action, but still 
quite a spectacle. Eastwood’s 
character, who again has no 
name, is also quite interesting 
in the respect that his moral 
guidelines are ambiguous. It 
is quite entertaining to see a 
character and have no idea 
what he is going to do next.
  A big part I personally ap-
preciate about this film is 
the realistic character moti-
vations. Nothing can more 
quickly take the audience out 

of a movie than a character 
who does something with no 
reason other than to sim-
ply advance the plot. Every 
thought and action the char-
acters have in this movie, is 
very believable and consis-
tent with their characters. In 
an effort to keep out any plot 
spoilers, specific examples 
will be left out, but believe 
me they are there.
  The biggest reason that 
this film (and those in this 
trilogy) are distinct from so 
many others is really one 
name, and that’s Ennio Mor-
ricone. Morricone has come 
up with some of the most 
recognisable and famed 
soundtracks in the history of 
cinema. The beautiful music 
paired with the gorgeous 
visuals is really a sensory 
masterpiece.
   Now, this brief overview 
is really just the tip of the 
iceberg for what makes this 
movie, and really this trilogy 
so great. But if anything, 
one should appreciate these 
films not only for the sheer 
beauty and entertainment of 
them but also what they did 
for cinema. After this trilogy 
the Cowboy and the western 
were never the same again, 
so it’s safe you say you will 
never see westerns like these 
again.

SOUNDTRACK
Cont. from page 5
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Seaholm Sends Bernard to Navy
Caroline Owens 
Editor in Chief
shshighlandereditorinchief@gmail.com

   This year, many of 
Seaholm’s students will be 
moving on to higher educa-
tion. The breadth of schools 
to which our classmates will 
attend is wide, schools reach-
ing from the east coast to the 
west coast and even across 
our northern boarder. How-
ever, one of our peers has 
committed to hav ing argu-
ably the most unique college 
experience out of our entire 
class.
   Abby Bernard will be at-
tending the United States 
Naval Academy for the next 
four years, and then serving 
our country for a minimum of 
eight years, while planning on 
more in her pursuit of going 
to flight school and becoming 
a Navy fighter pilot.
   Bernard recognized she 
wanted to pursue the Naval 
Academy about two years 
ago.
   “I volunteered a lot in high 
school and did a lot of com-
munity service, but when I 
was a sophomore, I acciden-
tally applied to one of their 
stem camps, and I got in,” 
Bernard said. “I went, and it 
was just nice to be surround-
ed by people who all want to 
do the same thing as you, and 
who all have the same sense 
of purpose as you.”
   She decided at this elite 
stem camp that this was a 
place she wanted to be.
   “I wanted to transform my 
work with community service 
to service for my country,” 
Bernard said.
    However, with the accep-
tance rate being only 9%, ac-
cording to US News, Bernard 
knew she’d need to work 
extremely hard to get in.
   “I started the application 
process when I was a first 

tri junior, and I had an open 
house or an interview with 
the Michigan senators or my 
congressman, or just anything 
to improve my chances, every 
single weekend,” Bernard 
said.
   Other weekend tasks she 
did included meeting with 
her ‘Blue and Gold’ officer, 
who are volunteers that aid 
prospective students with the 
application process, or alumni 
from the school.
   “I had to apply to apply. 
I had to get in first with a 
preliminary application. It 
was kind of a prerequisite, 
so I first had to get in to that 
and then I was considered a 
candidate for the academy,” 
Bernard said.
  After she was considered a 
candidate, the pressure only 
increased for her to make 

herself the best applicant pos-
sible.
  “You can apply for an entire 
year, and you can be perfect 
– perfect academics, perfect 
sports, perfect candidate fit-
ness assessment, all of your 
recommendations, perfect 
everything– but if you don’t 
get a nomination from your 
senator, congressman, vice 
president, or the president, 
you can’t get in. It’s like the 
final piece to the puzzle,” 
Bernard said.
   According to Bernard, we 
live in the hardest district to 
get a congressional nomina-
tion in the Midwest, and one 
of the hardest in the country. 
Because of this, and the low 
acceptance rate of the school 
in general, she had her doubts 
about getting in.
   “I definitely had doubts. Ev-

ery single day that went past 
after the first wave of accep-
tances went out, I doubted it a 
little bit more,” Bernard said. 
“I knew I had a good shot 
because I worked so hard for 
it, but I never really stopped 
worrying.”
   Seaholm teacher Barb Harte 
wrote one of Bernard’s let-
ters of recommendation. She 
believed, based on what she 
knew about Bernard, that she 
had a good shot at gaining 
admission.
   “She’s an excellent student. 
She is dogged in her pursuit. 
She perseveres. Sometimes 
she even apologizes because 
she continues to ask questions 
when she doesn’t understand; 
she wants it to be perfectly 
clear,” Harte said. “That’s 
something you need to have 
when you’re attending one of 

the service academies.”
   According to Bernard, there 
are different checkpoints of 
the application process. At ev-
ery single step of the process, 
the number of kids who are 
eligible to apply gets smaller 
and smaller. This is what kept 
her working hard.
   This year, the class went 
from 22,000 students who 
applied for the prerequisite 
to 16,000. Then, as students 
failed the candidate physi-
cal assessment or had a bad 
essay, more and more kids 
would fail to be eligible, 
eventually dwindling down to 
the final 1,100 students who 
gained acceptance, according 
to Bernard.
    “What kept me going was 
every time I entered a smaller 
pool of kids, all of my work 
was paying off for me a little 

bit more,” Bernard said. “I 
kept thinking, ‘do I want to go 
to a civilian college and train 
for ROTC, and go to school 
with my friends? Or do I want 
to be fulfilled, and do some-
thing I know has a purpose 
that’s bigger than myself?’”
   All her hard work paid off – 
Bernard got in.
   “When I got in, I immedi-
ately started crying. I was 
shocked – after everyday for 
a year and a half, I finally got 
in,” Bernard said. “It’s nice 
to know exactly what I want 
to do with my life and know 
for certain its achievable op-
posed to the alternative, it’s 
the sense of clarity I always 
wanted.”
   Harte is optimistic about 
Bernard’s future plans.
   “It’s patriotic. It’s devotion 
to nation, which I am com-
pletely in support of,” Harte 
said. “And all of the kids that 
I’ve seen excel at services 
academies, they all have that 
similar personality type (as 
Bernard).”
   Although Bernard worked 
incredibly hard to get in, 
the hard work is just getting 
started.
   “When I got in, my Blue 
and Gold Officer told me that, 
‘although it’s a hard place to 
be at, it’s a great place to be 
from’,” Bernard said. “A per-
son’s efforts and courage are 
nothing without purpose and 
direction, and that’s exactly 
what the academy is about.”
   Bernard couldn’t be happier 
that she never gave up and 
finally achieved her dream.
   “If you’re ever losing sight of 
‘Is this achievable?’ or think-
ing ‘is it really worth it?’,” 
Bernard said, “You have to 
remember why you wanted it 
in the first place - what’s your 
purpose - and to always be 
your own personal advocate 

Photo Courtesy of Abby Bernard
(Left ) Bernard poses at Naval Academy with school mascot. (Right) Bernard advertises acceptance to the Naval Academy.
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Seaholm Starts Spanish 
National Honors Society

Amelia Barry
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   On April 19, Seaholm Senior 
Karen Gallaway led a charity 
event, Volleyday in order to 
raise money for the national 
charity, Bottomless Toy 
Chest. 
   There were ten teams that 
registered to play in the tour-
nament, with six people on 
each team. It cost five dollars 
per player to register, and five 
dollars to get in to watch. Ac-
cording to Gallaway, over six 
hundred dollars were raised 
over all at the event.
   This charity event is an an-
nual event that students from 
the senior class organize ev-
ery year; each year a different 
event is chosen and chaired 
by a senior who volunteers to 
run it. 
   “Volleyfest was a thing my 
freshman year, but no one 
had brought it back since, 
and I wanted to bring it back. 
This was a good opportunity 
to do that,” Gallaway said.
   The event was a good op-
portunity to bring a lot of 
Seaholm students and com-
munity members together.
   “There were probably about 
eighty people watching the 
event,” a Volleyday player, 
Kate Wujciak, said.
The two teams that made 
the finals in the bracket were 
6 Serving 9, and PAB. In a 
tough match up in the final 
round, 6 Serving 9 won the 
tournament. The members 
of this team included Joey 
Kopmeyer, Joe Nuculaj, 
Grace Murray, Grace Fischer, 
Michael Kaminski, and  Con-
nor Sakis.
   “Winning was a really great 
feeling, my team and I really 
had to work hard and it was 
great for it to pay off.” Partici-
pant Joey Kopmeyer said.
   The best part though, ac-
cording to Kopmeyer, was 
doing something good for 
someone else.
    “It’s always great to par-
ticipate in charity events like 
this because you know you’re 

making a difference.” Kop-
meyer said.
   In preparation for the event, 
Gallaway had to make sure 
that she reserved the gym, 
and also had to make sure 
that there was custodial help 
and help from other students 
in order to set up the gym and 
clean it up afterwards. Besides 
that, she said that most of the 
work was just in spreading 
the word, and letting people 
know that the event was tak-
ing place.
   Pam Davis, a Seaholm par-
ent, was helping Karen to run 
the event, and agreed with 
Karen about where most of 
the workload took place.
“I just kind of have been get-
ting her messages out and 
getting clubs like SOS and the 
Interact Club to promote the 
event at their meetings. I have 
also been getting kids to tweet 
it out, which has helped,” 
Davis said.
   Other students helped to 
organize the event as well. Ac-
cording to one student, Sam-
mie Schechter, her workload 
came the day of the event.
   “I went to the event, and I 
will also be helping with be-
ing a referee and helping to 
keep everything organized,” 

Schechter said.
   The night of Volleyday, a 
couple of Seaholm Varsity 
volleyball players acted as 
referees. There were three 
courts set up, and six teams 
played at a time in the first 
few rounds. 
   The setup that Gallaway put 
together also included a con-
cession stand. This concession 
stand attracted many people 
as well. 
   According to Gallaway, the 
event went very well. 
   “I am just so thankful for all 
of the help that everyone has 
put in,” Gallaway said.
   This work is important be-
cause it is part of a year long 
effort to  raise money for the 
charity that the senior class 
chose to “adopt”, or support, 
for this school year.
   The Bottomless Toy Chest 
is a charity that supports chil-
dren who are going through 
cancer treatments. This 
charity helps to give children 
who are going through these 
treatments something to look 
forward to. The children will 
get frequent packages that are 
filled with fun and creativity 
in the form of toys. 
   The hope of this charity 
is that ultimately these toys 

   Seaholm Spanish teachers 
Errin Menna and January 
Hladki are opening a chapter 
of Spanish National Hon-
ors Society that will create 
an opportunity for Spanish 
students to become more 
involved with each other and 
the Hispanic community. 
   “Mrs. Hladki and I wanted 
an opportunity for students to 
further their Spanish outside 
the classroom” Menna said, 
“We know there aren’t a lot 
of opportunities for kids here 
to interact with native speak-
ers unless they’re travelling…
so we’re hoping to connect 
students to the Hispanic com-
munity.”
   Hladki took a differ-
ent approach to describing 
her hopes for NSHS in the 
Seaholm and BPS communi-
ties.
   “Our organization…reaches 
down to the middle school-
ers,” Hladki said, “if [eighth 
graders who have submitted 
applications for admittance as 
freshman] meet all of the re-
quirements, they can instantly 
be a part of our Spanish 
learning communities here 
at Seaholm, which I think is 
really awesome.” 
   The Spanish community at 
Seaholm has been growing in 
recent years, with enrollment 
in Spanish classes rising. 
More students have been 
choosing to stay in higher 

levels of Spanish as 
well. 
   “We just hoped 
there would be a 
good interest and we 
thought this might 
be something to keep 
them involved in 
[Spanish].” Menna 
said.  
Menna and Hladki 
came up with the idea 
to start a chapter of  
NSHS last fall when 
Menna attended 
the Michigan World 
Language Conference. 
To open a chapter of 
NSHS, the teachers 
backing it need to be 
a part of the   Ameri-
can Association of 
Teachers of Spanish 
and Portuguese, and 
that membership 
costs money. Menna 
entered a drawing to 
win a membership 
and won. 
   “Once they called 
me and said that I 
won the member-
ship,” Menna said, 
“Mrs. Hladki and I 
said ‘we’ve got to start 
this now that we won 
the membership, this is a 
sign that we should get this 
started.’” 
   When the program does 
officially start, it will be a 
mixture of members gaining 
community service by tutor-
ing and enriching the knowl-
edge of Spanish culture in the 

Seaholm community. 
“[NSHS members will be] 
working outside in the com-
munity, working in Spanish, 
doing community service 
hours.” Menna said. 
   “Older kids can tutor 
younger kids, higher levels 
can tutor younger levels,” 
Hladki said.   “We are going to 

work on some outreach stuff 
beyond Seaholm to have 
the kids have other tutoring 
opportunities in that regard 
as well.” 
   Eight hours of commu-
nity service related to the 
Spanish language a year are 
required to remain an ac-
tive member of the Honors 

Society. 
   Outside of these 
requirements, 
NSHS members 
will set up cultural 
events for other 
students at Seaholm 
to enjoy. The first 
year of the program 
will include three 
cultural events. One 
will be celebration 
of World Language 
Week in March. 
Menna mentioned 
that other events 
could be related to 
Day of the Dead 
or Navidad, while 
Hladki thought they 
could be cultural or 
movie nights. These 
events could include 
charity work. The 
events that take 
place will be left 
in the hands of the 
students in the club, 
with execution help 
from Menna and 
Hladki. 
   “We hope to defi-
nitely have culture 

be a huge piece,” 
Menna said. 
   Menna described 

how many Spanish teachers 
tend to gloss over Spanish 
and Latin American culture 
in the classroom for the sake 
of time. She hopes that NSHS 
will be able to fill that gap and 
show students how important 
culture is in Spanish-speaking 
countries. 

   As a whole, this program 
will be a great opportunity for 
students to connect with each 
other and form a community 
around Spanish. 
   “Spanish students [will be] 
working together outside the 
classroom to further their 
Spanish language passion,” 
Menna said. 
   While Spanish National 
Honors Society isn’t up and 
running yet, the first meet-
ing will take place on May 
24. During that meeting, 
ballots will be passed out 
so the members can elect a 
president, vice president, 
and secretary. The induction 
ceremony will take place the 
following week, on June 9. 
   Around 70 students applied 
for admission this year, and 
Menna and Hladki have high 
hopes for NSHS’s growth in 
the coming years. 
   “We’ve been talking about 
how soon it will be before we 
can conduct our entire meet-
ing in Spanish” Hladki said.
Though NSHS will remain 
strictly for Spanish because 
it is under the headline of 
the American Association 
of Teachers of Spanish and 
Portuguese, Menna and 
Hladki have talked to both 
French and Chinese teachers 
at Seaholm about creating 
honors societies for those 
languages as well. 
   “We told them we’d be will-
ing to be the guinea pigs and 
start off the initial group.” 
Menna said. 

Photo by Caroline Owens
Seaholm Spanish Teacher and SNHS Adviser January Hladki works with 
AP Spanish Student, Josh Chapnick.

Volleyday a Success 

will help to give the kids the 
strength and courage they 
need to get through their 
treatments. 
   The money that was raised 
at Volleyday will go towards 
buying gifts and toys for these 
children. At the senior all-
night party, the seniors will 
all hang out and have fun, but 
they also will wrap the gifts 
for the children in the hospi-
tal. 
   According to Pam Davis, 
the big deal with these toys 
through The Bottomless Toy 
Chest is that they are wrapped 
in cellophane.   Cellophane 
is a thin, transparent wrap-
ping material made of viscose. 
This clear wrapping is used 
in place of traditional wrap-
ping paper.  This way, before 
picking a toy, children can see 
what they are going to get and 
then make their choice.
“In some cases for some 
cancer treatment patients, 
the children are allergic to the 
dyes in some of the toys and 
paper,” Davis said.
   According to Davis, this al-
lergy component and the fact 
that cellophane is clear are 
some huge benefits of wrap-
ping the toys in cellophane. 

Photos by Lily Grills
Left: Charity mascot “Paws” gets the crowd pumped up for the Volleyday games.
Right: Volleyday Team “Lax Bros” cheers after scoring a point against their opponent.  

Animal 
Welfare 

Club Makes 
a Difference
   Are animals your passion? 
Have you ever wanted to help 
a local animal shelter?  Or just 
to be around animals in gen-
eral? If so, the Animal Welfare 
Club is the place for you.
  The animal welfare club is a 
Seaholm club where you can 
volunteer, raise money and 
talk about different ways to 
help animals in our commu-
nity.  
   “Locally, we volunteer at 
rescue shelters, help out with 
injured exotic animals at a 
rehabilitation sanctuary, orga-
nize different drives and bake 
sales, and much more! It’s a 
great way to find students that 
share your interests, and any-
one is welcome to join!” said 
Kevin Hoffmeyer, Seaholm 
teacher and club sponsor.
   The club’s most recent proj-
ect is organizing a 5k walk, 
where you can walk your dogs 
and raise money and aware-
ness for the animals in local 
shelters.
  Bella Rodrigues, sophomore, 
is an avid member of this 
club.
   “I chose this club to join 
because I love animals and 
I have volunteered at local 
shelters since I was in 5th 
grade.  This club sounded 
super fun and not too time 
consuming, so I was able to go 
to the meetings when I could 
and stay involved without 
it stressing me out, and my 
friends joined the club so it 
was a fun way to do a good 
thing.” Rodrigues said.
   Rodrigues said the club is 
open to all, and encouraged 
anyone who is interested to 
come to their next meeting.

  “I would strongly recom-
mend this club to people who 
enjoy animals and spending 
time with them, it’s really 
nice because you can go when 
it’s easy for you and you feel 
super good about helping the 
animals.  The work isn’t really 
that hard and you get to play 
with kittens and puppies!” 
said Rodrigues.  
   The animal welfare club 
goes to a local animal shelter 
every Saturday. This is one of 
the primary activities in which 
the club participates.  Caitlin 
Geraghty, freshman member, 
said that it is her favorite club 
event. 
    “The work that we do there 
is really successful and a lot of 
people even end up sponsor-
ing the animals (that they en-
counter) there.” Said Caitlyn 
Geraghty. 
    At the local animal shelters, 
the club helps clean their 
spaces (sweep, mop, and refill 
food and water bowls), while 
also giving the animals the 
love and affection that they 
need to be happy and healthy, 
according to club members.
    The reason why giving them 
love and affection is impor-
tant is because some of the 
dogs and cats have been ne-
glected or abused. The work 
that this Seaholm Club does 
will help the animals be more 
social and give them a better 
chance of getting adopted. 
    The animal welfare club is a 
friendly open environment to 
discuss animal liberation with 
passion driven students who 
care about animals and ani-
mal rights.  If you are inter-
ested in helping and learning 
about animals then this club 
may be for you.

Hannah Borrison
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Lily Grills
Staff Writer
shshighlandens@gmail.com



  YEAR IN REVIEW*
* This review excludes spring sports, 
which have not yet finished their seasons

sports 9

   The Maples Varsity Baseball 
Team is gearing up to make a 
run at the district champion-
ship this May. Sitting at 17-9 
with a few games left in the 
regular season, the senior-
led team is optimistic about 
its chances in the upcoming 
playoffs. 
   “I think we can win it,” 
senior Aaron Kelley said. 
“We’re tied for first with 
Groves in the league right 
now. I think if we can beat 
Groves, we can win districts 
easily. [This season’s] been 
really good, a lot better than 
last year. We’re making some 
good improvement on de-
fense, and our offense is kind 
of coming through.”

Liam Neel
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Boys Golf Looks To Finish Strong

Photo Courtesy of Liam Neel
(From left to right) Senior Liam Neel, sophomore Max Schumaker, and senior 

Chase Powers talk with their coach at their double header at Jimmy John’s 
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Photo Courtesy of MI Prep Zone
Senior Matthew Jackson watches his ball down the fair-

way at the Southern Swing Tournament.

However. the Maples can still 
improve in some areas, Kelley 
pointed out.
   “We need to keep working 
on defense,” Kelley said. “Our 
hitting is there, our pitching is 
there, so that’s the last piece 
of the puzzle to get the win 
against Groves.” 
   This is the first season with 
the newly implemented, pitch 
count limit to protect the 
arms of the players. The rule 
sets the limit at 105 pitches 
per player and mandates a 
three day rest period after. 
While these rules are meant 
to protect the players, the 
players aren’t in love with the 
new restrictions. 
   “It’s dumb, because you 
have to pull people when 
they can go more innings,” 
Kelley said. “We had to pull 
Justin Miller out of the North 

Farmington game, when he 
was about to shut them out. It 
protects people’s arms for the 
future, but a lot of kids aren’t 
going to play past high school 
anyway.”
   Fellow senior and pitcher 
Graham Girdler agrees.
“The new rule has affected 
play tremendously,” Girdler 
said. “Last Monday night, we 
won a game because the other 
pitcher went over the limit. He 
came in relief the first game, 
and threw 15 pitches, and then 
came back the second game 
and started, and threw 105 
[pitches]. He was way over the 
limit, and our coach brought 
it up right away to the umps.  
They filed a formal complaint 
to the MHSAA. Harrison had 
to forfeit the game. [The rule] 
also limits us too, because if 
we got a guy up on the mound 

whose 
pitching 
well, and 
he gets any-
where near 
the limit, 
we have 
to get him 
out so we 
don’t make 
the same 
mistake.”
Despite the 
backlash 
on the new 
rule, the  
Maples are 
still focused 
improving 
in other 
areas on 
the field.    
One of their 
goals at 
the begin-
ning of the 
season was 

   After a strong first half 
of the season, the Seaholm 
Maples golf team is look-
ing to close out the same 
the season the same way 
they started it. Not only has 
the Maples hot start gone 
so far as to land them in 
the second position in the 
MLive.com Men’s Division 1 
golf rankings, but it has also 
lead them to two first place 
tournament finishes.
   “It feels really good to 
be ranked number two in 
the state, we are all re-
ally excited about it,” senior 
Matthew Jackson said. “But 
we know that we’re not done 
and we know that we still 
have work to do if we want 
to win states.”
   Not only is Seaholm the 
second ranked team in the 
state, they also sit atop the 
OAA White division. Un-
der the guidance of former 
PGA golfer and first year 
head coach Matt Pesta, the 
Maples are looking at his 
leadership and experience 
on and off the golf course.
   “Coach Pesta has played in 
many big tournaments at a 

very competitive level which 
definitely helps us with our 
composure,” senior captain 
Jackson Jones said. 
   In 2014, Pesta finished in 
the top 20 of a national quali-
fying tournament, landing 
him in the field for the PGA 
Championship. The Maples 
also gave a lot of credit to the 
ability of their coach to cri-
tique and adjust their swings.
   “It’s a great feeling know-
ing that if you are struggling, 
coach [Pesta] will be there to 
help adjust your swing or help 
you do what you need to do 
to get back on track,” Jackson 
said. 
   However under a new coach, 
there is often a feeling out 
period between the two par-
ties. Pesta believes that this 
year’s team has grown a great 
amount already thus far.
   “I think since the beginning 
of the season the hard work 
they guys have put in is really 
beginning to pay off,” Pesta 
said. “Everybody seems to be 
comfortable with each other.”
   With a multitude of depth 
on the Seaholm roster, it is 
evident that the chemistry 
that is shared between the 
team is part of what is mak-
ing them so successful at this 

point in the season. 
   “Our main strengths are our 
depth and our team chemis-
try,” junior Henry Scavone 
said. 
   The strong senior leadership 
is pointed to as well for reason 

for success.
   “The senior leadership has 
been key this year. They have 
been some of the steadiest 
producers we’ve had on the 
team.” Pesta said. 
   Even with the experience 

that the Maples have, Jones 
still pointed to the fact that it 
requires the team all coming 
together at once to truly be 
successful.
   “Our main weakness is put-
ting together four good scores 
at once,” Jones said. “Once we 
learn to do this we will be very 
tough to beat.”
   After the regular season 
campaign is capped, the 
Maples will then try to make 
their mark in the state tourna-
ment. 
   On May 31, Seaholm will 
head to Dearborn Commu-
nity College for the Region 
5 district tournament. The 
Maples will be taking on sev-
enteen other teams, including 
Groves, Brother Rice, Uni-
versity of Detroit Jesuit, and 
Berkley, with hopes of finish-
ing in the top six to advance 
to the regional tournament.
   With high stakes comes 
high pressure. However, the 
Maples believe that they know 
about playing in a high pres-
sure setting such as a district 
tournament.
   “They key is to play with 
confidence and to trust your-
self,” Jackson said. “Golf is 
a mental game and without 
confidence you can’t be suc-

cessful.”
   Jones believes that the key 
to performing under the pres-
sure is much more simple. 
Patience. 
   “They key to performing 
well under pressure is to just 
make sure you don’t rush,” 
Jones said. “You don’t want 
to let one bad shot affect your 
entire round.”
   While golf may seem like an 
independent sport, four play-
ers scores are recorded from 
each team, making it quite the 
opposite. 
   “Teammates are huge,” 
Scavone said. “Trusting your 
teammates is very important 
because you can’t do it all 
yourself.”
   Jones echoed the impor-
tance of the team as a whole.
   “It’s very important for 
everybody to pull their weight 
because anyone could play 
well or play bad on any day” 
Jones said.   
   If the Maples are successful 
in finishing in the top six in 
the district tournament, they 
will then look for a top three 
finish in the regional tourna-
ment. If they do so, Seaholm 
will then compete for the Di-
vision 1 State Championship 
on June 9 and 10.

Baseball Charges Towards Postseason

Girls Soccer Perfect So Far 
     In the annual Girls Soc-
cer game against the cross-
town rivals Groves Falcons, 
Seaholm won 1-0 thanks to 
senior Ally Morrison’s second 
half goal. The win kept the 
Maples’ winning streak going.
   It was a rainy and chilly day 
on April 20, 2017, the day of 
the game. Both the Freshman 
and Junior Varsity games 
got cancelled due to the poor 
weather. At 7:00 PM, the ref-
eree blew the whistle and the 
Varsity game started.
“Before every kickoff I get 
nervous, but it is a good 
nervous. It is a like a kind of 
nervous that says I am ready 
to go,” Senior center back 
Paige Hartwig said.
However, the nerves were 
even greater that night, be-
cause of the team they were 
facing.
   “Groves is always a big game 

because of the cross-town 
rivalry,” junior midfielder Zoe 
Gaffney said.
    The game began slowly, and 
with ten minutes left in the 
first half, the score was still 
tied 0-0. Sophomore forward 
Cate Brown had many touches 
on the ball and runs up the 
line, but neither team had yet 
scored.
   In the second half, Junior 
left forward, Natalie Erne, 
had the assist for Ally Morri-
son’s goal. 
Erne received the ball on 
about the six, or the penalty 
kick spot. She laid a perfectly 
weighted ball to Ally Morrison 
on the edge of the goalie box. 
As Morrison’s shot flew in the 
goal, all of the players on the 
field were jumping up and 
down in excitement.
   The crowd of fans including 
parents, siblings, students, 
teammates, and coaches all 
were ecstatic as well. This goal 
made the whole time of being 

cold and wet, from the rain, 
an enjoyable experience, ac-
cording to the team captains.  
   The looks on the girl’s faces 
after the final whistle blew 
was, without a doubt, pure 
happiness and excitement.
   This game was not 
an easy win.
   According to Gaffney, the 
Maples had special drills in 
practice in order to prepare 
for specifically the Groves 
game. Maples Head Coach 
Manny Rodrigues knows that 
the Groves Falcons play with 
a lot of defenders and defend-
ing midfielders in their forma-
tion. In order to prepare for 
that for the game, he ran drills 
where the Maples offense had 
to go against a lot of defend-
ers in order to prepare for the 
game.
“Coach has been preparing us 
to play our best against every 
team, but of course this game 
has extra emotion that comes 
with it,” Gaffney said.

Photo Courtesy of Gretchen Hartwig
The soccer team celebrates after senior Ally Morrison 

scores game winning goal against cross town rival 
Groves High School.

Groves’ team is very athletic, 
so the Maples wanted to make 
sure they were in top shape 
going into this game.
“We realize this will be a 
physical game and we are 
always working on fitness and 
being strong on the field,” 
Gaffney said.
The captains of the team, Zoe 
Gaffney and Paige Hartwig, 
both stated they were excited 
for the big game, and were 
confident the result would fall 
their way
“Of course I believed, one 
hundred percent, that we 
would win this game!” Gaff-
ney said.
The team built this kind of 
excitement and camaraderie 
at a pasta party they had the 
night before the game.
 “I feel excited to step on the 
field with my best friends and 
team again,” Hartwig said.
The Seaholm Girls Soccer 
team is still undefeated, sit-
ting at 11-2-0.

Meredith Owens
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

to cut down on errors. 
   “We’ve made tremendous 
improvement on errors,” said 
Girdler. “Last year we had 
around ninety errors, and 
recently our coach pulled us 
aside and went through the 
scorebook, and now we’re on 
track for about sixty. Taking 
away a third of those errors 
has helped us a lot. We’ve 
already matched last year’s 
win total, and right now it has 
us tied for first place in the 
league.” 
   Amongst other things, the 
Maples also have a solid trio 
of underclassmen who are an 
important part of the team’s 
success. Sophomores Max 
Schumaker, Paul Durocher, 
and Lucas Simmons have 
helped the team in crucial 
situations this season.
   “The underclassmen have 
definitely made an impact on 
the field,” said Girdler.
“It’s hard as a underclassmen 
to be a big time hitter, just be-
cause you physically aren’t as 
big as seniors and juniors, but 
Schumaker has been hitting 
the crap out of the ball. He’s 
leading the team in batting 
average.”
   With noticeable improve-
ments from last year, a strong 
senior-led group, and talented 
underclassmen, the Maples 
have the tools to make a play-
off run. They play Troy High 
School in the second round of 
the district championships on 
June 3rd. 
   “Our district games will be 
tough, we have to play some 
teams that are very hard to 
beat,” Girdler said. “But I 
think if we play to our poten-
tial, we’ll make a run at the 
championship.”
 

CHAMPIONSHIPS:

Girls Swimming - State Champions

Girls Golf - Second Place at Regionals
         Second Place at States

Girls Cross Country - First Place at Regionals
              Fourth Place at States

Boys Cross Country - Tenth at States

Cheerleading - Fourth Place at OAA Finals

Boys Tennis - Second Place OAA League Meet
               Fifth Place MHSAA Championship

Maple Motion - National Semifinalists in Jazz and   
                          Pom

Girls Basketball - First Place OAA Blue Division

Boys Swimming - Second Place at Leagues
        Third Place at States

BU Ski Team - Third Place at Regionals
   Fourth Place at States

WINNING RECORDS:

   TEAM   Wins-Losses-Ties

Boys Soccer:             10-6-5

Girls Swimming:            8-2-0

Girls Golf:              4-2-0

BU Boys Hockey           18-9-1

Victor Donati
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com
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Kalamazoo College:
Dominic Bertollini
Zach Brazil
Graham Girdler
Lisa Johnston
Jackson Jones
Eli Neuner 
Hannah Shiner

Lawrence Techonological 
University: 
Nathan Sylvia 

Michigan State University:
Max Abrams 
Nicholas Adams
Grace Allen
Natalie Bean
Ally Beshouri 
Jackie Brandonisio
Sean Cannon
Nellie Chalem 
Max Clark
Emma Claussen
Sarah Coburn
Nick Confer
Jacob Dara
Jilly Davis
Julia DeTar
John Dolan
Ally Eick
Priscilla El-Achkar
Tyler Erb
Sebastian Fettig
Grace Fischer
Monika Gerber
Clay Gilling
Grace Guevara 
Paige Hartwig
Philip Hendricks 
Kate Irwin
Zach Jennings
Hannah Kelly
Gabby Kurschat 
Camellia Landman
Madelyn Lang
Ryan Levy
Gwyneth Lietz
Kelsey Loeffler 
Rhys Maher
Katie Martinek
Haylie May
Alsion McClear
Joey McElroy
Henry Mendel
Malcolm Mosley
Matthew Mulattieri
Mary Kate Mullen
EmmaJane Naegeli
AJ Nash
Katie O’Connor

Stephen Paige
Justin Rebock
Aliya Rockind
Lauren Roovers
Matt Roskiewicz
Stephanie Sills
Maddie Sparks
Tristan Strucienski
Ava Suchara
Alex Urlaub
Anthony Vecchio
Andrew Wilt
Byron Work
Jack Zwierzchowski

Michigan Technological 
University:
Cooper Osgood

Northern Michigan 
University:
Shane McCarthy
Analise Osgood
Parker Wilson

Oakland Community College:
Brian Bennett
Camryn Bihler
Joseph DeGorsky
Jordan Frank
Ross Gumenick
Brandon Herrick
Ned Slavin

Oakland University:
Asaad Al-Saeegh
Frankie Giradot
Karly Harris
Jola Hymeti
Kyle Kelly
Conor Lawlis
Conner Sankbeil
Jacqueline Thomas

University of Detroit Mercy:
Niharika Bhooi
Morgan Broyles
Claire Sheppard

University of Michigan:
Madison Bryce
Claire Burton
Ethan Butcher
Nayri Carman
Amelie Cekauskas
Tess Collins
Lindsay Gallagher
Karen Gallaway
Zach Gusho
Matthew Hermann

Sofia Johnson
Bethany Jokisch
Emma Keer
Aaron Kelley
Riley Kettner
Joey Kopmeyer
Nicholas Kroetsch
Audrey Ladd
Andrew Lakocy
Chase Lee
Meghan Ligon
Emily Lonze
Nichole McMaster
Chase Powers
Gabriel Raymond
John Reider
Connor Sakis
Jack Schumaker
David Seago
Grace Sherbin
Alex Shulman
Brain Smythe
Luke Wallace
Grace Work

University of Michigan 
Dearborn:
Becca Valk

Siena Heights University:
Joe Nuculaj

Wayne State University:
Lyan Alsabti
Max Bourgeois
Ana Cameron
Kris Cameron
David DeClark
Victor Donati
Mary Elizabeth Johnson
David Leica
Priscilla Lloyd
Albana Myftari
Aaliyah Sesi
Giulianna Thomas
Donovan Uhnavy
Leah Warren
Enxhi Xite

Western Michigan 
University:
Sarah Akroyd
Izaak Gerkis
Ben Gretchko
Matthew Harrison
Nick O’Reilly Treter
Orion Pederson
Alix Sobh

Arizona State University:
Jessica Verona

Biola University:
Sydney Perry

California Polytechnic State University:
Johnathan Rondeau

Long Beach City College:
Christian Osborn

Pepperdine University:
Nathan Kest

University of California, Los Angeles:
Cole Norton

University of Southern California:
Max Joelson

University of Colorado- Colorado Springs:
Faye Boback

Trinity University:
Margaret Miller 

Wesleyan University:
Faren Bartholomew

University of Georgia:
Pia Campbell
Hannah Erickson

Savannah College of Art and Design:
Lauren Siatczynski

University of Flordia:
GiGi Novak

University of Miami:
Liam Pierce

DePaul University:
Tim Mahoney
Ben Nepa
Erin O’Connor

Adrian College:
Grace Secotine

Albion College:
Max King

Alma College: 
Blair Boerkoel 

The Art Institute of Michigan:
Chris Fambro

Central Michigan University:
Anne Bryant 
Alyson King
Olivia Tripoli
Jenna Leavy
Ellyn Yost

Concordia University:
Griffin Simmons

Eastern Michigan 
University:
Leah Meloche

Grand Valley State 
University:
Holly Booth
Sydney Chene
Olivia Cin
Charlie Cowdery
Richard deSpelder
Mackenzie Harbort
Joseph Hardig
Ana Harris
Claire Kiefer 
Carson Kreitz
Kayla Martin
Sabrina Miller
Ally Morrison
Joe Perham
Hayley Shadoian

Henry Ford Community 
College:
Hannah Fritz

Hillsdale College:
Mallory Metikosh

Hope College:
Annelise Dankovich
Tatum Hamaty
Sydney Schulte 
Cori Skurnowicz-Sickman
Wendy Wilkinson

Class of 2017 College Map
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Reporting and Design:
Ellie Braun
Photo Editor
shshighlanderphoto@gmail.com

Loyola University Chicago:
Ashley Runde

Northwestern University:
Lauren Bittinger
Mitchell Moore

DePauw University: 
Dana Hoerman

Indiana University:
Jack Boyd
Annie Goodman
Earl Kummer
Jake Lievois
Harrison Menuck
Elizabeth Willard
Victoria Willard

Purdue University:
Ryan Lawrence 
Mary Neal
Marin Parker

University of Notre Dame:
Matthew DaDamio
Jenna Wade

 

University of Kansas:
Lauren Ross

University of Louisville:
Jordon Williams

United States Naval Academy:
Abby Bernard

Brandeis University:
Emma Neuner 

Boston College:
Caroline Claar
Olivia Gooch

Boston University:
Danielle Augier

Emerson College:
Mari Sitner
 
Harvard University:
Allie Russell

Northeastern University:
Alyssa Pascoe

University of Nebraska-Lincoln:
Danny Sheffieck

Dartmouth College:
Caroline Owens

New York University:
Alexis Garfield

Syracuse University:
Jackson Schreiber

Duke University:
Ben Williams

The College of Wooster:
Michael Dean

University of Dayton:
Danielle Amboyan
Liam Neel
Maddy Parke
Aaron Weiss

University of Findlay:
Alex Kerstetter 

Heidelberg University:
Sam Buckey

John Carroll University:
Michael Kaminski

Kenyon College:
Alex Gilkey
Isaac Susser

Xavier University:
Mac Fritz
Joey Girdler 

University of the Arts:
Chloe Heldt

Penn State University:
Nolan Lamb

Baylor University:
Emma Whittington

Southern Methodist University:
Grace Murray

University of Utah:
Caroline Radecky

University of Mary Washington:
Sophie Dixon

Marquette University:
Keely Faris

University of Wisconsin-Madison:
Ellie Braun

University of Toronto:
Leen Sharba

Jaya Davis
Matt Jackson
Hanna Newcomb
Christine Switzer
Chloe Talmers 

Class of 2017 College Map
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The 2017 Highlander 
Senior Editors

Ava Suchara

Features Editor
College major: Biochemistry

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Charlotte Hoppen.
Future journalism plans?

I’d like to work on the Michigan Daily next year.

Benjamin Gretchko

Features Editor
College major: Psychology
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
The people in the class and always having the in-

side scoop about Seaholm High
Future journalism plans?

I plan to keep journalism as a hobby.

Michighan State University Western Michigan University
Ellie Braun

Photo Editor
College major: Filmmaking / Art

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

I’ll miss collaborating with students
Future journalism plans?

I possibly have future graphic design plans.

University of Wisconsin - Madison

Max JoelsonCaroline Owens
Editor-in-Chief

College major: Political Science
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
Max Joelson.

Future journalism plans?
I plan on writing for my College Newspaper for the next four years.

Opinion Editor
College major: Creative Writing

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Caroline Owens.
Future journalism plans?

I could possibly write for my university newspaper.

John Dolan
Sports Editor

College major: Journalism / Political Science
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
Being able to do whatever I want. 

Future journalism plans?
Yes.

Michigan State UniversityDartmouth College University of Southern California
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Highlander Staff 
Writers 2016-2017

Business Marketing

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

The relaxed atmosphere.

Maddie Sparks

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

Going out to get ads for the 
paper.

College Major:

Communcations

College Major:

Kinesiology

College Major:

Communications

Liam Neel

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

The community that we 
have in newspaper.

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

Being able to have a voice 
within my school.

College Major:

Biology

Victor Donati

Nellie Chatem

Luke Hardig Donovan Uhnavy

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

The freedom to choose 
story ideas.

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

All the great friends I have 
made. 

College Major:

Business

College Major:

Marketing

Nathan Kest Jordon Williams

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

The creative energy when 
we get together to create 
great content.

What will you miss 
about The Highlander?

The relationships I have-
with the other writers.

College Major:

Business

College Major: 

Business 
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34%

32%

30%

4%

Favorite Seaholm Dance
Prom Homecoming Sadies Toys for Tots

58%

15%

20%

7%

Favorite School Year
Senior Junior Sophomore Freshman

Favorite Seaholm Teacher:
1st Place: Ms. Moten
2nd Place: Mr. Barber

3rd Place (tie): Mr. Hoover, Ms. Petrozzi, Mr. Bruns
Honorable Mentions: Ms. Nayak, Ms. Feliciano, Mr. Cibor, Mr. 

Caughell, Ms. Moyer

3

2

2

2

3

6

27

0 5 10 15 20 25 30

Other

Musical

National Honors Society

Forensics

Community Service

Band

Sports

Favorite Extracurricular 
Activity

Senior Favorites*

*results based on a survey of 54 Seaholm seniors

Staff Advice to Seniors:
“Make choices that will make 
the 25 year-old version of you 
proud.  If the 25 year-old ver-
sion of you would be ashamed 
of something, then don’t do that 
thing.”

- Eric Bruns
Math Teacher 

“Get to work!’

- Kellie Vaughts
Art Teacher 

“Go into something you really 
love. Find something you really 
enjoy, and then make sure you 
make it to class!”

-Connie Irby
Computer Tech Teacher

“Focus on what’s important, 
don’t stress or worry too much 
for the future, everything with 
fall into place, always have fun, 
never forget how valuable you 
are, and never stop learning.”

-Rachel Shaba
English Teacher

“Carpe Diem”

-Erin Menna
Spanish Teacher

“Find something you’re pas-
sionate about first, and worry 
about success later.”

- Tim Cibor
Band Teacher 

For the Class of 2017...
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What type of 
college should you 
go to?

A quiz by the 
Highlander Staff

Underclassmen: As the class      of 2017 moves 
on, take this quiz to start thinking of where you 
would like to go when you’re in their shoes!

How important 
is Travel to 

you?

What are you most 
looking forward to 

in college?

Do you want to be 
challenged 

academically?

Do you like to 
meet new peo-
ple/Make new 

friends?

Are you excited 
for college?

TAke A Gap Year

Big city or 
small town?

Do you prefer big 
parties or small 

Hang outs?

Do you thrive in 
a competitive 
atmosphere?

Have you ever 
lived anywhere 

other than here?

Big University 
Close to home 

Small Liberal 
Arts School

Do You venture 
outside your 

Comfort Zone?

Out OF State

Do you tend to 
get homesick?

Do you have an 
idea of what 
you want to 

study?

You should 
know that by 

Now!

Do you want to be 
close are you with 

your ProFessors

I hope we’re not the first 
people to tell you that.

The big college life may not 
interest you, because You 

do your best learning when 
you have a small, intimate 
environment. You can gain 
close relationships with 

both professors and peers if 
you attend A smaller school.

You’re ready to meet tons 
of new people, but not 
ready to leave behind 
the people you love. A 

big university would give 
you the independence you 
need,  at a location you’re 

comfortable with.

starting over with your 
social life does not phase 
you, you’re willing to take 

on a new location, and 
the new set of challenges 
that come with it. Going out 
of state will give you the 
freedom you need to start 

fresh.

You’re not afraid to step 
out of your comfort zone 

and see where it may 
take you. Consider giving 
yourself a year to grow 
as an individual before 

pursuing higher education, 
in order to first learn more 

about your interests.

Yes

Start Here!
Are you a 
Senior?

Seeing new 
placesNo

VeryMeeting 
new People

Learning 
new things

Somewhat

Not Particularly

of course
Yes

No
Definitely

Not 
really yES OF 

cOURSE
aCTUALLY, NO

YesNo

Small 
Town 

Smaller 
is better

Big Parties

All the 
time!Sometimes

Yes, Very

Not that Close

Sometimes Not Really
Yes

No clue

Never

Big City
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Graham Girdler
Graham Girdler will be headed to Kalamazoo College 
this fall to play baseball. Girdler chose Kalamazoo 
because of their on-the-rise baseball program that 
won the conference championship last year, and their 
strong pre-med program. Girdler’s favorite memory 
from playing at Seaholm was throwing a no-hitter 
against West Bloomfield in 2016. He would like to 
thank his parents for always being there for him and 
helping him chase his dream of playing baseball.

Baseball, Kalamazoo College
Brazil will be playing football at Kalamazoo College 
this fall. He chose Kalamazoo because it offered him 
the best opportunity for a good education and to 
play college football. Brazil’s favorite memory from 
playing at Seaholm was spending time with his team-
mates at Hillsdale College. He learned many valuable 
lessions about hard work and determination from 
playing football that he plans on applying to the real 
world. Brazil would like to thank all of his coaches 
and teammates for helping him get to where he is 
now.

Zach Brazil
Football, Kalamazoo College

Luke Wallace

Wallace is very excited to run for the Univerity of 
Michigan. He has always dreamed of competing 
collegiately and is very grateful for the opportu-
nity. He chose Michigan because of the combina-
tion of academic and athletic opportunities they 
offer. Wallace would like to thank his coach, Dave 
Hamway, and his many teammates who helped 
him improve over the past four years.

Track and Field, University of 
Michigan

Augier will be heading east next year to play lacrosse 
for Boston University. She believes Boston is the 
perfect fit for her, and she felt at home right from her 
first visit. Her favorite BWLAX memories include im-
promptu Buffalo Wild Wings dinners, and the amaz-
ing weather conditions from last year’s Chicago trip. 
She would like to thank her parents, teammates, and 
coaches for always being supportive and pushing her 
to be the best she can be.

Danielle Augier
Lacrosse, Boston University

Margaret Miller
Miller will be playing soccer at Trinity University 
next year. She chose Trinity because of what it has 
to offer, both academically and athletically. During 
her time playing at Seaholm, Miller learned how to 
deal with adversity and how to be a better person, 
both on and off the field. Her favorite memories 
from playing at Seaholm are all the friendships she 
made. Miller would like to thank her friends, family, 
and teammates for pushing her to be the best player 
possible.

Soccer, Trinity University

Next year, Ryan will be attending Purdue University 
to swim. He chose Purdue because of its combina-
tion of strong academics in his desired field, and a 
great athletics program. A lesson Ryan learned from 
swimming at Seaholm was how to balance academ-
ics and athletics successfully. He would like to thank 
his coaches, teammates, and everyone else who 
helped him get to where he is today. “Boiler up!”

Ryan Lawrence
Swimming, Purdue University

Abby Bernard chose the U.S. Naval Academy because 
she was looking for somewhere to further her rowing ca-
reer, and start a career in service. She rowed on a travel 
team outside of Seaholm, but she also ran cross country 
for Seaholm and enjoyed her time doing so. Bernard 
would like to thank her family and teachers for being 
understanding when she had to miss class to row.

Abby Bernard
Rowing, United States Naval 
Academy

Kerstetter will be heading to the home of the Oilers 
to play soccer. Findlay appealed to him because of 
their sports business program, and because of how 
kind the players were when he visited. His favorite 
memories from playing at Seaholm include scoring 
in front of The Maple Forest and winning districts. 
Kerstetter would like thank his teammates and any-
body who has supported the team throughout the 
years. “It’s been a pleasure being a Maple.”

Alex Kerstetter
Soccer, University of Findlay

Dixon will be playing tennis for the University of Mary 
Washington in Fredericksburg, Virginia. She believes 
UMW is the right choice for her due to its location 
outside of the Midwest, its size, and its strong pre-med 
program. Dixon learned a lot about the mental side of 
tennis from playing at Seaholm. She will always cherish 
her time spent on the Seaholm Tennis Team, and the 
relationships she built with her teammates. She would 
like to thank her coach, family, and friends for always 
believing in her.

Sophie Dixon
Tennis, University of Mary 
Washington

Russell will be headed to Cambridge this fall to swim 
for Harvard. Russell chose Harvard because she wanted 
to continue a strong focuse on academics, while also 
competing at a high level in the pool. She learned how 
valuable the bond between teammates is during her 
career at Seaholm, and her favorite memory at Seahom 
was winning the state championship her senior year. 
She would like to thank her coaches and parents for 
making all of this possible, and she would also like 
to thank her teammates for allowing her to be part of 
something great for the last four years.

Allie Russell
Swimming, Harvard University

Jones will be continuing his golf career at Kalamazoo 
College.  Jones chose Kalamazoo because he felt like it 
was the perfect fit for him. He enjoyed both the coaches 
and players on the team. Jones would like to thank all 
players on the Seaholm Golf Team for creating a fun en-
vironment for his four years, as well as Coach Pesta for 
being a great coach and helping him improve his game.

Jackson Jones
Golf, Kalamazoo College

King will be attending Albion College next year to 
continue his baseball career as a pitcher. King chose 
Albion  because of their good pre-med program, the 
small environment, and the opportunity to continue 
playing baseball. King would like to thank Coach Krentz 
for teaching him how to pitch and helping him be able 
to play baseball at the next level. He would also like to 
thank his parents for always being by his side through 
thick and thin.

Max King
Baseball, Albion College 


	Page 1 Front
	Page 2 news FINAL
	Page 3 news
	Page 4 opinion
	Page 5 Opinion
	Page 6 entertainment
	Page 7 Feature
	Page 8 Feature
	Page 9 Sports
	Pages 10 and 11 College Map
	Page 12 Vanity
	Page 13 Staff Writers
	Page 14 in-depth
	Page15 in-depth
	Page 16 Maples Moving On

