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In-SUB-ordinate

Intox’d sub custodian arrested at school

Ronald Lee Cardwell, here in this Birmingham 
Public Safety booking photo, is facing two charges 
stemming from a May 1 incident at school. Cardwell 
had a .187 blood alcohol level at the time of his arrest. 
Photo courtesy BPD

Guest teacher admits to
taking cell pics of female 
students during class

Hunter Stenback
Sports Editor

Thomas Rogers        Paul Sandy
Staff Writer                Staff Writer

Man facing disorderly 
conduct, stolen property 
possession charges

   A substitute custodian is facing criminal charges 
stemming from a wild afternoon at Seaholm that 
began with a drunken rant and ended with charges 
of disorderly conduct and possession of stolen 
property. 
   Birmingham Police arrested Ronald Lee Cardwell, 
a subcontracted employee of the Advantage 
Staffing company, after witnesses complained of 
inappropriate behavior and public intoxication.
   Cardwell, who had been working at Seaholm for 
three weeks, was on duty at the time of the arrest.    
   According to Birmingham Police officials, 
Cardwell was arraigned, posted bond and has a 
pending court date.
   The incident began late afternoon, May 1, when 
Cardwell began exhibiting disruptive behavior 
toward students, coworkers and others in the “A” 
wing of the building.
   According to a Birmingham Police Department 
report from the arrest, Cardwell – who had a .187 
blood alcohol at the time of the arrest – began 
making loud and obscene comments to another 
temporary sub and several students nearby. These 
comments included an obscene request to see his 
female coworker’s buttocks.
   The report states that Cardwell then “turned toward 

a student cleaning out her locker and stated ‘Who 
the f--- are you?”
   Minutes later, according to the report, Cardwell got 
the attention of two girls walking down the hallway 
and yelled “I might be 57, but there are still a lot of 
things that still work on my body.”
   Exact timelines on the report are unclear, but 
around this time Assistant Principal Deb Boyer was 
taking a business call in her office and was startled 
by a loud disturbance outside her office.
    “I was in my office with all the doors closed. I knew 
that our regular janitors had keys to the AP office 
during after school hours,” Boyer said. “Usually the 
janitors come into the AP office to clean the room 

and empty the garbage cans. They never enter the 
individual offices.”
   Boyer soon met Cardwell.
   “I didn’t assume to have my door opened because 
it was locked and I was on the phone, but sure 
enough a custodian unlocked my door and entered 
my office,” Boyer said.  “I saw that he wasn’t one of 
our normal custodians.”
   Soon, Boyer noticed Cardwell was not exhibiting 
normal behavior.
   Boyer said Cardwell was being very disruptive 
while she was talking on the phone. While Boyer 
was talking on the phone, she received a walkie 
talkie call from custodial supervisor Ryan Sharik 
saying that Cardwell was suspected of being under 
the influence of alcohol.
   Outside her office, Boyer discovered a water bottle 
filled with gin and enlisted the help of Sharik.
   After Cardwell was detained in the AP Office by 
Boyer and Sharik, the Birmingham Police were 
called at 5:05 pm. The officers who arrived at the 
scene were Corporal Halcrow and Detective Peter 
Ruby.   
   Once they arrived, officers interviewed Delvonyia 
Lynn, the temporary custodian who had witnessed 
   Cardwell’s actions during the afternoon. 
   Soon, the investigation expanded beyond drunk 
and disorderly conduct.
   Once in custody, Boyer noticed that Cardwell’s 
shoes matched the description of a pair of expensive 
limited edition 2001 Air Jordan’s, that were stolen 
from junior Chaynce Harris’s gym locker a week 
earlier.
   Harris filed a police report April 25 for the missing 
$350 shoes. Harris claimed that his size 11 ½ shoes 

had been taken from his locked gym locker and 
replaced with a “ratty old pair of sized 10 ½ Air 
Jordans.”
   Officers asked Cardwell, who – according to the 
report – wears a size 10 ½ shoe size, who the owner 
of the shoes were.
   Cardwell’s response, according to the report: 
“Who’s [sic] feet they were on motherf-----.”
   Cardwell, according to the report, was then placed 
under arrest.
    The shoes are currently in evidence. 
    Advantage Temporary Services, Cardwell’s 
employer, declined to elaborate on the situation. 
However, company spokeswoman Jennifer Pate told 
the Highlander that Cardwell is no longer employed 
by the company.  Pate added the company had no 
prior indication of bad behavior from Cardwell. 
    Birmingham Public Schools District Spokesperson 
Marsha Wilkinson confirmed that there was a janitor 
working at Seaholm who was suspected of being 
under the influence but would not elaborate further.
   Regardless of the legal outcome, Cardwell’s future 
at Seaholm seems dim, said Neil Campbell, the 

executive director of 
facility operations of 
Birmingham Public 
Schools.
   “He won’t be 
employed by 
Birmingham any time 
soon,” said Campbell.

Photoillustration by Amelia Carpenter and Ashley Harte

Cardwell was wearing Nike 
Air Jordan Spiz’ikes like 
these above when he was 
arrested. Junior Chaynce 
Harris believes they were 
stolen from his locker. Image 
courtesy pickyourshoes.com

    It’s all one big misunderstanding.
   At least, that’s what substitute teacher Leonard 
Hojnacki said after was he fired for taking cell 
phone pictures of unsuspecting sophomores during 
a first period class late last month. 
   But students in the class have a different view.
  “It was creepy,” sophomore Kate Elder said. “I 
think everyone in the class was uncomfortable.” 
   Hojnacki, who late last month was beginning his 
third straight day substituting for English teacher 
Keith Bernacki, admitted to the Highlander that 
he took more than one picture of Seaholm students 
on his cell phone – something he had done on 

numerous past guest teaching assignments – and 
thought nothing of it.
   “I took a picture and 
apparently the girls didn’t 
like that,” Hojnacki said 
in a phone interview 
with the Highlander. 
“I didn’t know I was 
violating these big rules 
on pictures. I’ve been 
teaching for 34 years 
and I’ve done that at a 
lot of schools where I’ve 
taught with other kids.”
   Students in the class 
found the move anything but a simple mix-up.
   “We were just doing class work and then we noticed 
[Hojnacki] with his phone out taking pictures of us 

and it was really like he was trying to hide it and be 
really secretive about it,” said one female student 

in the class, Jane 
Smith*. “He was 
like poking it 
over the top of the 
desk.”
   Hojnacki, a 
B i r m i n g h a m 
substitute for the 
past four years, 
admitted that he 
was dismissed 
from his duties 
at Seaholm the 

week of April 14th after female students in his class 
reported his conduct to their counselor. Principal 
Terry Piper was then made aware of the situation.

   “Mr. Piper was very proactive about it and got it 
dealt with within an hour,” said Smith*.
   “[Piper] took me into his office and said to show 
him the picture, so I showed him the picture and he 
said ‘well this is our policy. You just can’t do that,’” 
said Hojnacki. “So he sent me back, he said he had 
to notify the district that this happened. So maybe 
about 10 or 20 minutes later at the end of second 
hour he came back and said to come with him and 
‘you have to leave, we’ll pay you’ and took my 
photo ID and said ‘you’re dismissed’ basically.”
   “Basically the way he described it is accurate,” 
said Piper. “It was my judgment that it was the 
appropriate thing to do to send him home.”
   Piper told the Highlander there’s no official 
policy written specifically for every situation, so for 
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“I took a picture and apparently 
the girls didn’t like that. I didn’t 
know I was violating these big 
rules on pictures.”

Leonard Hojnacki
 Dismissed Sub Teacher

Indiana Jones is 
back, and we’ve 
seen it. Worth 
your $10? we’ll 
tell you. Our 
early review, 
Page 14

*Editors’ note: some names have been changed to protect 
identities.
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  Seaholm High School—an institution known for its high academic 
standards, impressive test scores, and dedicated students—may be 
keeping its students from scholarship money, due to what some are 
calling a flawed policy. 
   Unlike most public high schools in the United States, Seaholm does 
not use a class ranking system.
   “It’s board policy,” said Seaholm counselor Julie Gould. 
   Class rank continues to appear on all college applications, as well as 
scholarship and financial aid forms. 
   For most colleges and universities, if a high school doesn’t have a 
class rank, they adapt to the circumstances, by considering other fac-
tors such as GPA and test scores.
   Miami University of Ohio has many scholarship opportunities for 
incoming students. Each scholarship has different requirements for the 
amount of money awarded. The main factor is class rank.
   And what if the school doesn’t have a class ranking system? The 
student cannot receive, yet alone qualify, for the scholarship. 
   For years, Miami’s Non-Resident Scholarship was given to many 
students from Seaholm. In order to receive the money, the student 
must have a 3.5 GPA and at least a 29 on the ACT. However, this year 
was the first that class rank was a factor.
   Katherine Beck, a Seaholm senior attending Miami next year, would 
have qualified for the scholarship if Seaholm ranked students.
 “While looking at college applications, I would always get a little frus-
trated when I was asked to put down my rank,” said Beck. “Seaholm 
obviously doesn’t include this important aspect.”
   Assistant Director of Financial Aid at Miami, Beth Johnson, admits, 
“It does hurt students trying to receive the scholarship if their high 
school doesn’t rank.”
   Using class rank as a factor in the process limits the number of stu-
dents receiving the scholarship, which saves the state of Ohio money. 
   “We have to draw a line somewhere, especially because it’s out of 
state students,” said Johnson. “There’s a limited amount of money be-
cause the whole scholarship is paid for by state funds.”
   A class rank is a simple idea. For each grade, students are ranked 
from highest grade point average to lowest grade point average. So 
instead of receiving just A’s, B’s, and C’s on your report card, you’d 
receive a number, marking your placement in the class.
   Ranking can cause high anxiety and intense competition among stu-
dents, one of the main reasons nearly 40% of high schools around the 
country have done away with them.
   High school administrators also thought that colleges were failing 
to view students in their full context, when they used “shortcuts” like 
class rank.
   But according to Johnson, “It’s basically something we have to do.”
   In all the years that Miami has offered the Non-Ohio Resident Schol-
arship, the financial aid and scholarship office has never really been 
able to tell where the student falls, compared to others.
   “College is a whole new realm, and it’s much more competitive 
than high school,” said Johnson. “We have to know where the student 
stands and class rank is the best way for us to know.”
   In an academically rigorous and competitive high school, like 

Seaholm, class rank can make a student seem less qualified than they 
are.
   “So many students have really high GPAs here,” said Gould. “Class 
rank doesn’t bode well for them.”
   Sometimes students are separated in class rankings by a few hun-
dredths of a point in a four-point grading system. In these schools, for 
example, the gap between a student ranked second and one ranked 
14th can be minuscule.
   “It’s good we don’t rank,” said Gould. “If we did, the students hoping 
to get the Miami scholarship may not get it at all because their rank is 
low, when in fact, their GPA is high.”
   While schools that don’t rank may think that they’re helping their 
students, college admissions officers disagree. In fact, the strategy can 
backfire. 
   According to the National Association for College Admission Coun-
seling (NACAC), when high schools do not provide enough general 
information to recreate the class rank calculation (with a distribution of 
grade averages for an entire senior class), many admissions directors 
have little choice but to give more weight to SAT and ACT scores.
   In order to put students in some perspective, Seaholm sends out a 
school profile to colleges that show a breakdown of GPAs from the 
previous graduating class.
   According to this year’s profile, 35 students in the 2007 graduating 
class had a GPA ranging from 4.0 to 4.6 (weighted). 
   In fact, 219 of the 311 graduating seniors had above a 3.0.
   This means that a student could have a B average and be in the bot-
tom 30% of the class.
   As shown with these statistics, “ranking is not as helpful as we think 
it might be,” said Gould.
   In rare cases, Miami does give the Non-Ohio Resident Scholarship 
to students without a class rank—but their test scores and GPA must 
be exceptional. 
   “If a student has a near-perfect ACT score, or a 4.0 GPA, but their 
high school doesn’t rank, we’re still going to consider them,” said 
Johnson.
   “That seems really unfair,” said senior Max Klindt, who will also be 
attending Miami next year.
   However, when a high school provides a student’s grade point aver-
age without giving class rank or other information that puts the grade 
in context, it significantly diminishes the meaning of the grade.
   This is especially true at Seaholm where “high grades are the norm,” 
according to Beck. 
   “So if you were to have just ‘good’ grades, you wouldn’t rank very 
highly, while those same grades may have you near the top of the class 
at another high school,” said Beck.
   Despite Beck and Klindt both not receiving scholarship from Miami, 
they are in agreement that Seaholm students benefit in the long run 
from no class rank.
   “Ranking students in a very prestigious class seems like it could 
create a false perception towards college admissions counselors who 
would be looking at your transcript,” said Klindt.
   “Obviously, Seaholm has had great success when it comes to college 
admissions, so the non-ranking system seems to be working so far,” 
said Beck.

Rank and Denial
Seaholm’s stance against class rank is supposed to level the playing field, 
but it may be hurting students’ chances at scholarship money

Jordan Kristopik
Co-managing Editor

MME Money Lends Hand in High Tuition

   When Molly Johnson’s college 
tuition bill arrives and she begins 
to filter through and look at the 
total cost, a feeling of relief will 
come over her because she can 
subtract $4,000 from the total 
bill.  
    Luckily, Johnson is not the only 
graduating senior that is able to 
instantly reduce their upcoming 
tuition bill by thousands. How 
is it that so many Michigan high 
school students are receiving free 
money for college? The answer is 
plain and simple: The MME. 
    Unlike the MEAP (Michigan 
Educational Assessment Program) 
which tested students multiple 
times throughout their academic 
career, the MME (Michigan Merit 
Examination) is a one time only 
exam. 
    First put to use in 2007, all 
students in the state of Michigan 
must take the MME in March of 
their junior year. The MME in-
cludes the ACT, WorkKeys job 
skills assessments, which include 
reading and math, and State of 
Michigan assessments in math, 
science, social studies, and per-
suasive writing. 
    “The MME was nice because I 
was able to take the ACT for free. 

will contact the school, and in-
stantly your first year tuition 
bill will decrease because of the 
MME money. All you need to 
do is certify (online or over the 
phone) with the Michigan Prom-
ise Scholarship Office  the insti-
tution that you are attending.
    “The easiest way to let the state 
know is just to certify online” 
said Terry Stanton, Public Infor-
mation Officer for The Depart-
ment of Treasury. “It’s a simple 
process either way.”
    The downside of the Michi-
gan Promise Scholarship is that 
it is only able to be used within 
the State of Michigan. It cannot 
be transferred or exchanged; it is 
only valid for colleges, universi-
ties, and post secondary educa-
tion in the state of Michigan. All 
private, public, and post second-
ary education centers that award 
certificates approved by the State 
treasury are able to receive the 
Promise scholarship. 
    However, there are loopholes 
that allow out-of state college stu-
dents to take advantage of the free 
money.  Taking summer courses 
is an easy and convenient way to 
take advantage of the Michigan 
Promise Scholarship money for 
those students who are attending 
college out of state. Another way 
is by using the money to study 
abroad. By basing your study 
abroad program out of a Michi-
gan based college or university, 
you are able to utilize your MME 
money.
     “It is helpful that my opportu-
nity to use this money won’t go to 
waste just because I’m going out 
of state for college,” said senior 
Ali Giancarlo.

Lizzie Curcuru
Staff Writer

Come fall, seniors will be thank-
ful for state of Michigan 
scholarship money when it’s 
time to pay high tuition bills.

Student Congress 
Eliminates Bylaws 
and Elections
   “It’s just sad,” said junior Andrew Provost regarding the lack of 
elections for the Student Congress for next year. For the first time in 
history, the bylaws of Student Congress have been changed to accom-
modate the needs of the current congress.
   This year Provost was able to skip the nerve-wracking pressure and 
preparation required to campaign for his position in Student Congress. 
Because there are no elections, all offices are already filled for the 
2008-2009 school year and the officers know with certainty where 
they stand.
   The reason for eliminating elections? 
   “There just wasn’t enough interest in Student Government,” said 
Ann DeBoer, adviser for Student Government.
   The process to even begin being considered for office is long and 
complicated, deterring many students.
   “You must attend a mandatory meeting where you get a packet with a 
lot of forms to fill out. From there we look at the people who attended 
the meeting and whether they filled the necessary forms and which 
offices they desired,” DeBoer explained. “Then we are able to fill the 
offices.”
   Although the requirements to become a member of student congress 
are plentiful, rumors abound that the election has been “stacked,” with 
officers being placed where it would be convenient for them to go. 
   The next year’s senior class created controversy by temporarily 
abolishing a few of Student Congress’s bylaws, specifically the ones 
requiring members of the executive board to have previous experience 
in congress.
   “The rules are there for a reason,” said an anonymous Student Con-
gress member, “We don’t want someone inexperienced to be thrown 
into a powerful position and not know what to do.”
   There was speculation that these rules were done away with in order 
to get more participation. However, some students are afraid that this 
may give others an unfair advantage and skew the student’s represen-
tation. 
   “It doesn’t seem fair that only this year all students will be able to run 
for executive offices,” said Sophomore Thad Tobin, “Will the same 
rules apply for next year?”
   At this time, the bylaws have only been temporarily abolished, and 
will be reinstated for next year.
   While it may not seem fair that this opportunity has only been of-
fered this coming year, some students have also perceived this change 
as an improvement.
   “It’s nice that they’re giving new people a chance to get into a higher 
office,” said Junior Maddie Beauregard. “It seems like they’re open-
ing up.”
   The lack of elections may be a signal of accord among the members. 
Becoming “Co-Officers” is very popular this coming year, like An-
drew Provost and Will Kane, the future Co-Presidents of Congress.     
    Other Co-Presidents include Congress Vice Presidents Lindsay 
Mandich and Anya Cekauskas, as well as the presidents of every sin-
gle grade. 
   While it is an indication of harmony among it members, not all in 
student congress are happy about this growing trend.
   “Everyone is being co-officers so they won’t have to run against each 
other,” said Provost “It sort of defeats the purpose.”

Elisa Nolte
Staff Writer

But the other parts were really, 
really easy,” said senior Kelley 
Zinger. “Now I get free money 
just for taking that test.”
    To qualify for the two schol-
arships, Michigan high school 
students must take all parts of the 
MME. The two scholarships are 
the Michigan Promise Scholar-
ship and the Michigan Competi-
tive Scholarship.
    To get the MME Promise schol-
arship for your first year of col-
lege, you must achieve a level 1 or 
2 to be eligible for all payments. 
The scores are derived from the 
combination of ACT, WorkKeys 
and the Michigan components. 
Even if you don’t meet the state 
of Michigan’s expectations, you 
will still be eligible for the $4,000 
promise scholarship, but not un-
til you have enough credits to be 
considered a junior in college.
    For those students who meet or 
achieve the state’s standards, they 
will receive the first installment 
of $1,000 dollars for the first year 
of college, and another $1,000 for 
their sophomore year.  Also, in or-
der to receive the second payment 
installment of $2,000, all students 
must have a minimum of a 2.5 
GPA after sophomore year. 
    Once you qualify, you simply 
need to tell the state of Michigan 
where to send your money. They This March’s MME exam could provide thousands of dollars of financial relief down the college 

road. Photo by Jordan Kristopik.
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   Each time Jack Williams* takes a pinch, he knows 
he’s taking a risk. But the potential danger of “dip-
ping” or chewing tobacco, he said, is far in the fu-
ture. 
   “I know it can cause cancer,” Williams, who goes 
through roughly two tins a week, said. “But I plan 
on quitting way before that’s ever a possibility.”  
   Williams is not alone. 
   Many young men – including dozens of Seaholm 
students – believe that one can use chewing tobacco 
for a longer period of time without being diagnosed 
with cancer then one can with cigarettes.   
   “No, this is not true,” the Cosmetic Dentistry 
Institute’s Robby Curry. “Chewing tobacco is more 
dangerous than cigarette smoke.” 
   According to the 
website www.cancer.
net, chewing tobacco 
increases one’s risk of 
developing cancer of 
the esophagus and lip.  
Often, the only way 
to treat these cancers 
is through removing 
the jaw and facial tis-
sue around the cancer 
growth.  If caught too 
late, the result can be 
death.
  That’s exactly what happened to Sean Marsee, a 
track star from Talihina, Oklahoma.  
   According to the website www.WhyQuit.com, 
Marsee began chewing at the age of 12. Six years 
later, he noticed a white spot on his gum known as 
leukoplakia, that developed into cancer.  Not long 
after Marsee had surgery to remove his jaw, he 
passed at the age of 18.  
   The Center for Disease Control Division of Al-
cohol and Drug Abuse reports 14 percent of high 
school men have used chewing tobacco in the past 
30 days.  Half of those were daily chewers.   

Cameron Schea
Staff Writer

   A quick glance around the Seaholm student park-
ing lot is bound to see at least one Skoal can lying 
around and maybe a few dirty spitting cups.       
   “I’ve known guys who have been chewin’ since 
sophomore year,” said senior Mike Bender. 
    So how do these guys start in the first place?
   The answer, according to Seaholm Assistant Prin-
cipal Deb Boyer, may be found on the sports pages. 
   “They are influenced by the media and sports he-
roes that are using [chew],” Boyer said. “They are 
the role models that many high school athletes look 
to.” 
   “I chew half a can of Grizzly a day,” said Seaholm 
athlete Tom Harris*. “I started during baseball sea-
son in high school.” 
   It is clear that chewing tobacco can be detrimen-
tal to one’s health, but the social consequences are 
endless.   
   “I would never kiss a guy who chews, that is just 
disgusting,” said senior Lauren Sherer.   
   Chewing tobacco not only makes the chewer’s 

teeth yellow, it also 
causes halitosis 
– more commonly 
known as (very) 
bad breath. The lo-
gistics of finding 
and the aesthetics 
of using spitting 
containers also can 
be a negative. In 
addition, critics of 
chewing tobacco 
take issue with the 

leftover brown refuse that tends to get stuck in a 
chewer’s mouth after a dip.
   But despite the drawbacks, some still look forward 
to what, for them, is a daily ritual.
   “As a Seaholm student, I feel no shame that I, 
after a hard day’s work, throw in a massive jaw, re-
lax…and put aside the law,” Seaholm student Kevin 
Bishop* said. 
   There is also a legality issue.  In order to legally 
be in possession of chewing tobacco, one must be at 
least 18. If a minor is caught with chewing tobacco, 
they will be disciplined with a Minor in Possession 
of Tobacco (MIPT) citation.  An MIPT carries at 

Packed up and ready to pinch, Kodiak chewing tobacco tin is prepped to provide a dip for one Seaholm senior as he sits in the student parking lot. The student, an athlete, keeps his chew in his back-
pack  and on school grounds during the school day -- a violation of state law and the school policy. If national numbers hold true, he’s one of nearly 50 daily users at Seaholm. Photo by Hunter Stenback

Academic misconduct or honest mistake?

least a $50 fine along with the possibility of up to 16 
hours of community service.  The minor may also be 
ordered to attend a health promotion program that is 
paid for by the offender.
   In addition, tobacco product use is prohibited on 
school grounds, regardless of age.
    This is a statewide policy, mandating a 24/7, 365 
day tobacco prohibition at all school-related situa-
tions “by any person, at any time, in any location, 
and at any event.” 
    Students caught with tobacco products on school 

grounds face penalties ranging from a four hour de-
tention to suspension, a misdemeanor ticket and a 
$50 fine, according to school policy.
   “Chewing tobacco is nothing new, it has been 
around since I was in high school,” said Boyer.  
“The school is able to educate through the health 
department all we would like about the serious side 
effects that come along with making these choices, 
but unfortunately the students that chew will not re-
alize the harsh consequences until it is too late.”  

Chewing Tobacco Facts 
10 million users of smokeless tobacco 
in the US, and 3 million are under 21

Long term users are 50% more at risk for 
cheek and gum cancer

Dipping 8 to 10 times a day brings as much 
nicotine into the body as smoking 30 to 40 cigarettes

 Users absorb two to three times the amount of 
addictive nicotine as those who smoke cigarettes

Chewing tobacco contains 28 cancer causing agents

Smokeless tobacco use was most common among young adults 
ages 18 to 25.

Information from the office of US Surgeon General

Feeling the pinch
Despite the known health risks, 
dozens of Seaholm males are 
indulging in daily dips

“As a Seaholm student, I feel no 
shame that I, after a hard day’s 
work, throw in a massive jaw, 
relax…and put aside the law.” 

Seaholm student Kevin Bishop*

 
   “When a teacher has reason to believe cheating or 
plagiarism has occurred, the following steps will be 
taken…”
 This familiar sentence is written in bold on page 
seven of the Seaholm High School student hand-
book. This brings up the question, what is the line 
between an academic misconduct and an honest 
mistake?
   In an age where technology is reaching unprec-
edented levels of sophistication, the tools that high 
school students use in the classroom create a much 
broader line between cheating and research. The 
days of paraphrasing from hard copy book sources 
seem far in the past in the computer age. 
   “It adds a whole new dimension to doing assign-
ments the right way,” said senior Matt Sienkiewicz.
“You have to spend a long time making sure that the 
work is your own.”
   Copyright laws become a second-hand reference 

point when they aren’t staring students in the face, 
in many cases.
   It becomes easier to “borrow” assumed common 
knowledge when it appears off of a website found 
on Google than when all of the information appears 
within the first few pages of any reference book that 
could be found in the library. 
   A recent incident sparked an uproar involving 
academic misconducts and the involvement of the 
students in question. Renee Moore, Environmental 
Science teacher, threatened several students with 
academic misconducts for allegedly plagiarizing in-
formation in a group project. 
   This action came as a complete surprise to the of-
fending students.
   “It never even crossed my mind that I could get 
an academic misconduct for what I did,” said senior 
Andy Rowland, a student in Ms. Moore’s second 
hour class.
   Rowland’s offense was not citing his sources in 
a pamphlet about environmentally friendly energy. 
He obtained the information from a simple Google 
search.
   “I was completely shocked; I didn’t think I was 
doing anything wrong. We weren’t really warned 

ahead of time that citing sources would be such a 
big deal,” said Rowland.
   When questioned Ms. Moore refused to comment 
on the specific incident, saying it was a private mat-
ter between her, the students, and Mrs. Boyer. 
   “I was just following district policy, whether I 
agree with it or not,” said Moore.
   The week after the academic misconducts were 
handed down assistant principal Deb Boyer spoke 
to the class.
   “Right this instant, learn that work you turn in 
must be your own,” said Boyer.
   “This is simply a warning not to do it again. We’re 
not reporting this to any colleges. We’d rather that 
you learn this lesson now. Taking information from 
another source word for word is not acceptable.”
   Students were relieved to hear that they weren’t 
actually going to be getting academic misconducts, 
but this was a closer call than any of them wanted 
to have. 
    “I’m really glad and happy,” said senior Jess Mill-
er. “It would have sucked if I got one because of my 
college and my parents and my grades.”
    For students who have gotten an academic mis-
conduct in the past, the consequences have far out-

weighed the rewards of cheating. 
   Junior Ben Eveslage recounts his experience in-
volving cheating.
   “I got caught twice for cheating. I thought it would 
be easy.”
   Eveslage isn’t allowed to be involved in the Na-
tional Honor Society and he had many consequenc-
es as a result of actively cheating, including failed 
assignments and detention. He regrets doing what 
he did, and understands why what he did was cheat-
ing. 
   “I felt really bad. I can’t afford to get a third one ei-
ther, so I would never cheat again,” said Eveslage.
This shows how being a member of the more inno-
cent side of the spectrum of cheating, or the people 
that don’t know that they are cheating, can be a po-
tentially future altering category to fall under. 
   Colleges take students’ high school conduct records 
under extreme consideration when deciding whether 
an applicant should be admitted or turned away. An 
academic misconduct can be a strong deterrent to 
any student’s application, no matter how dazzling 
the resume or how high the grade point average.                                                                                            
                                                                            

Jack Rokicki
Ross Disney
Staff Writers
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   If last year’s numbers are any indication of what 
to expect, 12% of seniors this year will attend a 
graduation party where alcohol will be readily avail-
able—and provided by the parents.
   According to a Highlander survey, 12 out of 100 
Birmingham students in the 2007 class attended a 
graduation party where the alcohol was supplied by 
the parents, and given to the underage guests.
    Corporal Ron Halcrow, who works as a juvenile 
officer with the Birmingham Police Department, no-
tices “an influx of parties” during this time of year.
   One Seaholm senior admits that his parents will 
allow him and his guests to drink at his graduation 
party.
   “My mom is letting us drink because it’s the end 
of the year,” said the senior, who wishes to remain 
anonymous. “But this is a one-time thing only. My 
parents don’t let me drink on a regular basis.”
   Halcrow believes parents let their kids drink dur-
ing graduation parties because “it is a rite of pas-
sage.”
   “Parents think that if they are there monitoring it, 
no harm can be done,” said Halcrow. “It’s a mis-
taken premise.”
   These same parents feel they are taking “safe mea-
sures.”
   “Some rationalize it by taking the kids’ keys,” said 
Halcrow.
   But no matter how they may justify it, furnishing 
alcohol to minors is breaking the law, and the par-
ents suffer the consequences.
   “Civilly, there is a definite possibility,” said attor-
ney Matthew Leitman, of the Miller Canfield firm. 
“If the parents serve, they can be held liable.”
   However, 23 states permit parents and legal guard-
ians to provide alcohol to their minor children.
   Michigan is not one of them.

Over-Serving The Underage

Andrew Green
Deputy Sports Editor
Jordan Kristopik
Co-Managing Editor

   According to Michigan law, there are no “fam-
ily” or “location” exceptions that many other states 
have.
   The law states “Persons found to be giving alco-
hol to anyone under the age of twenty one can be 
charged with furnishing alcohol to minors.”
   Furnishing alcohol to minors has a penalty of at 
least a $500 fine and at least 90 days in jail.
   According to Lieutenant John Schultz of the Bev-
erly Hills Police Department, “the severity of the 
punishment depends on the amount of damage.”
   “It’s just plain stupid,” said Schultz. “Parents can 
go to jail and even have their house taken away from 
them.”
   And if minors at the party cause damage, injury, 
or even death, the hosts can be held responsible for 
that, as well.
   The organization “Parents Who Host Lose the 
Most,” in association with the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), released a 
statement to parents about the legal ramifications of 
furnishing alcohol to minors.
   The article states, “If your underage teen drinks 
and drives, you may be legally liable for any dam-
age, injury or death caused by your child.”
   According to the statement, parents providing al-
cohol “is all the evidence needed for [parents] to be 
criminally prosecuted or civilly sued.”
   In the state of Michigan, parents who break these 
laws could be forced to pay all medical bills and 
property damages in the case of an automobile acci-
dent, and could also be sued for emotional pain and 
suffering when there is severe injury or death.
   Graduation parties that involve this law-breaking 
activity are noticed by more than just the police. 
Many catering companies are exposed to underage 
drinking, yet they handle it in completely different 
ways.
   Primadonna Catering Company of West Bloom-
field does not tolerate underage drinking.
   “We approach the adult or host and tell them they 
need to stop,” said owner A’Donna Fuller. “If they 

don’t comply, the only next step is to get the man-
ager or call the police.”
   While Lizzy Gourmet Catering Company of Oak-
land doesn’t approve of underage drinking, their 
protocol is more passive.
   “If the hosts choose to serve alcohol to minors, it 
is their responsibility to make sure everyone is of 
age,” said Lizzy manager Elizabeth Reed.
   Despite the prevalence in underage drinking at 
graduation parties, Seaholm remains below the na-
tional average.
   According to a poll by the American Medical As-
sociation (AMA), and in partnership with The Rob-
ert Wood Johnson Foundation, 20% of 16-18 year 
olds have attended a party where parents allowed 
underage guests to drink.
   The same poll also showed the lackadaisical at-
titude of the parents, for 10% of parents approved of 
their child attending a graduation party where alco-
hol is present, as long as other adults were there.

   “Many of these parents hope that by throwing par-
ties themselves, they can control where
or how their children celebrate,” said a statement 
released by the AMA. “Some actually purchase and 
serve the alcohol themselves, believing that under-
age drinking is inevitable.”
   But many Seaholm parents will show their kids a 
good time, without providing alcohol.
   “I think you have to lead by example,” said David 
Palmer, whose daughter Amanda is a sophomore. “I 
say have a lot of fun, go crazy, but no drinking.”
    On the other hand, Fred Miller, whose daughter 
Jess is a senior, was “surprised that parents even al-
low that.”
   Like most graduation parties, Miller will “serve 
alcohol to the adults, but not to the kids.”
   “I trust them,” said Miller. “I’m not concerned 
about the kids sneaking it behind our backs.”

This graduation season, students may expect to see minors being served alcohol...by their parents.
        Photo by Andrew Green

While most parents keep grad
parties dry, a noticable few are 
ignoring the law and serving teens

The Final Tri-ing Time: AP Exams
      As if the AP Tests needed to be any harder.
   With the two weeks of laborious Advanced 
Placement testing now in the past, Seaholm’s much 
maligned trimester system has yet again shown its 
teeth and inhibited success.
   When the schedule was first conceived, students 
and teachers alike feared that only two trimesters of 
an AP course—with two months off before the test—
would be inadequate preparation for the challenging 

AP tests that demand consistency.
   Without facilitating constant practice, the trimester 
indeed increases the difficulty of some of the APs.
    “You develop a consistency in writing,” said 
AP Western Literature teacher Kyle Hall about the 
“consistent practice” her classes underwent during 
the first two trimesters.
     However, the void between the end of the course 
and the exam, Hall said, has the potential to affect 
the scores.
     “You’re going to be rusty,” Hall said. “You’re 
going in cold.”
     Some in Hall’s class had the fortune of having the 

class for the third trimester, but for those who had 
the class 1st and 2nd trimesters, Hall noted that they 
were certainly at a disadvantage.
     At the beginning of the year, it may not have 
seemed like the trimester could play such a pivotal 
role, but now, Hall’s opinion has changed.
     “I didn’t think it would be as big of a problem as 
it is,” she added. “That was silly.”
    Review sessions offered by AP teachers were 
an attempt to alleviate the problem posed by a two 
month layoff, but low turnouts attested to futility of 
the trimester.
   “About 1 out of 8 students came,” said AP 

Government teacher Scott Craig.
     Craig admitted that, although his review sessions 
were helpful to those who attended, all students 
would “still lose something” regardless of whether 
they came to reviews.
     Due to the trimester, students had to focus on 
their current classes, and time to review for AP Tests 
with courses not in session was sparse.
     “You forget that they have five other classes,” 
said Hall.
      Craig noted that, when compared to last year, 
government students this year are “clearly at a 
disadvantage” for the tests.
    This observation was held true for both teachers 
and students.
    “I felt out of practice,” said senior Zach Bianchini, 
an AP Government student. “We got hosed.”
    Bianchini, as well as other AP students, felt well 
prepared at the end of the 2nd Trimester, but seemed 
to be ill-prepared for the AP after a two-month 
layoff.
    “I feel like I had the potential to get a five with 
everything I had learned,” said senior AP Western 
student Katie Lee. “It was just the practice I was 
lacking.”
   Indeed, it was the absence of weekly writing 
that left Lee and other students in her situation 
“definitely rusty” for the exam they felt primed for 
back in March.
   “I think if I had taken it at the end of the 2nd 
trimester I would have done better,” Lee said. “It’s 
just hard to practice English when you’re not in an 
English class.”
    While the two trimester AP courses may have 
adequately prepped the students for an AP in March, 
the fact that the tests were issued in May killed any 
momentum.
   Junior Aaron Pryka, an AP Psychology student, 
echoed the common gripe of students.
    “I felt like I would’ve done much better if the 
test were in March,” said Pryka. “The longer, more 
specific details—like the parts of the brain—that are 
really important to the test were hard to remember.”
    “The instruction in the AP Government course 
was fantastic. They [Harwood and Craig] really 
covered the course very well,” said senior Brian 
Palmeri. “At the end of the second trimester final, I 
felt I could run Congress, if neccessary.”
    However, the lack of time and motivation certainly 
factored into Palmeri’s overall performance on the 
exam as he too felt out of touch with the material.
    “The problem then became—with the time off—
the motivation for studying was just not there,” 
Palmeri said. “It’s too bad because I thought my 
proficiency did weaken.”
     The onus was placed on the students to keep 
up with the material, and it was their job to attend 
the reviews and work on their own to remain 
knowledgeable on the subject.
    “We’re really relying on students to be self 
motivated,” said Craig. “Government is for seniors, 
and most seniors don’t want to extra work.”  

Ben Kuslits
Co-Managing Editor
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Editors’ note: *Names have been changed to protect 
the identities of interview subjects

   Emma Marks swallowed the amphetamine for 
the first time in the summer prior to her sophomore 
year. Now three years later, the accomplished senior 
said she still enjoys the effect Adderall has on her 
performance.

   “[I took it] for fun and staying up late,” said Marks. 
“After I realized what it did I was like ‘I want this 
for school’.”
   Despite some of the negative physical effects, 
Marks believes that the pill’s positives outweigh the 
bad.
   “It makes my mouth dry, I don’t eat, don’t sleep,” 
Marks said. “I have very linear thinking, I feel like I 
can speak really well. It’s really good for papers and 
presentations like Q and A.”
   There’s just one problem…Marks isn’t prescribed 
Adderall.
   But Marks isn’t the only Seaholm student taking 
drugs illegally.
   Kelly Smith* also takes the stimulant. She initially 
started taking Adderall for the first set of finals her 
sophomore year.
   “Everything is just easier,” Smith*, a junior, said. 
“You have more energy and motivation to study, 
you don’t get as easily distracted and taking tests 
is fun.”
   Others take the amphetamine for recreational oc-
casions.
   “We didn’t want to drink because you can get in 
trouble,” said senior Amanda Curtis*. “My friend 
was like ‘Let’s take Adderall’ and we had heard of 
snorting it, so we did it.”
   Marks snorts Adderall as well as other stimulant 
drugs.
   “Adderall I’ve snorted before, it has the same ef-
fect [as swallowing], it’s just stronger,” said Marks. 
“I snorted Concerta before, but it didn’t work.”

   In 1999, the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services released research that one in 20 ado-
lescents had attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder. 
And at Seaholm, Adderall, Concerta, Strattera, Rit-
alin, and other medicines to treat ADHD are both 
available and inexpensive to find.
   “Like six people bought it from me 1st and 2nd 
trimester,” senior Bill Phillips* said. “[During the] 
school year it’s a dollar for one, [but] for finals I 
jack it up to two or three.”
   Some illegal Adderall users find their supply for 
free.   
   “A friend gets it from another friend or Bobby* 
gives it to me,” said Smith*.
   “I used to [pay for it] but now people just give 
it to me,” Marks said. “Someone just gave me 30 
because they had an old prescription they forgot 
about.”   
   Child Adolescent Psychiatrist Jeffrey London 
at the Birmingham Maple Clinic strongly warns 
against the popular stimulant.
   “First of all, if it’s the wrong medicine for you, it 
could make you ill,” said London. “There could be 
interactions with other medication, it’s illegal - we 
can also start there. If you’re using street drugs or 
alcohol, it could be really dangerous.”
   Non-prescribed Adderall users know when it’s not 
the medicine for them. 
   Serious side effects from taking Adderall include 

pounding, or uneven heartbeats, fainting, severe 
headache, blurred vision, trouble concentration, 
chest pain, numbness, seizure, tremor, restlessness, 
hallucinations, or motor tics. Less serious side ef-
fects are insomnia, dry mouth, diarrhea, constipa-
tion, loss of appetite, and dizziness.
   Along with any of those symptoms, this pill-pop-
ping commonality could add up to a lot of time and 
money in jail and fines…for a felony.
   “If they’re in possession of prescriptions that 

would be a small amount of money, and up to two 
years,” said Seaholm police liaison Ron Halcrow. 
“Two thousand dollars is the maximum fine not in-

cluding attorney’s fees for 
student’s 17 and up.”
   For students 16 and under, it 
is tried by the juvenile court.
   “It was rumored last year to 
be a huge problem,” said As-
sistant Principal Deb Boyer. 
“[We had] kids missing their 
prescriptions.”
   School penalties for any-
time drugs are being sold are 
a 10 day suspension that may 
be reduced to 5 days per your 
counselor’s recommended 
plan is completed.
   State laws against prescrip-
tion drugs make Seaholm’s 
policy seem bare.
   According to Section 7403 
of the Michigan Public 
Health Code Excerpt, a per-
son knowingly or intention-
ally possessing a prescrip-
tion unless obtained from a 
valid prescription is guilty of 
a felony punishable by im-
prisonment for not more than 
2 years or a fine of not more 
than $2,000.00, or both.
   Time and fines are more 
extreme for the intent to sell 
these prescriptions to others.
   Section 7401 of the Public 
Health Code Excerpt states 
that a schedule 2 substance 
is guilty of a felony punish-
able by imprisonment for 7 
years or less or a fine of up to 
$10,000.00, or both.
   Despite the possible dangers 
and consequences, Seaholm 

students seem to be continuing abuse of Adderall.
   “People take Adderall all the time,” senior Court-
ney Murphy, who said she does not use Adderall, 
told the Highlander. “Not [just] for finals, there’s 
not any differences as during the year. It’s generally 
pretty available.”
   “People casually bring it out and use Adderall to 
study for finals,” senior Sam Schiebold, who also 
does not use Adderall, said. “I think it’s scary for 
people to take prescription drugs that aren’t pre-
scribed to them. I don’t know the effects it would 
have on me.”

FOCUS FOR SALE:

Serious side effects from taking Adderall include pounding, or uneven heartbeats, fainting, severe headache, blurred vision, trouble concentrating, chest pain, numbness, seizure, tremor, restlessness, 
hallucinations, and motor tics. Less serious side effects include insomnia, dry mouth, diarrhea, constipation, loss of appetite, and dizziness.  Photo by Amelia Carpenter

One Seaholm senior has found Adderall to help her on tests, quizzes, 
and focus in school. There’s just one problem--she doesn’t have a 
prescription.
     Photo by Amelia Carpenter

“It makes my mouth dry. I 
don’t eat, I don’t sleep.”

Senior Emma Marks

“People take Adderall all 
the time.”

Senior Courtney Murphy

“There could be 
interactions with other 
medication [and] it’s 

illegal.”
Child/Adolescent Psychiatrist 

Jeffrey London

Black Market for Adderall 
Hits Halls of Seaholm

Seniors: The next step 
in your journey awaits. 
See where everyone’s 
going. Pages 6-7
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Seaholm Seniors: Oh the places you’ll go

Katherine Beck Brian White Mackenzie Collins David Barton

Brigham Young

WHY: I love the scenery

MAJOR: Medicine

Michigan

WHY: It’s far enough away that I won’t 
have to be a part of household life.

MAJOR: Undecided

Michigan State University

WHY: I’ve grown up an MSU fan, 
both my parents went there and it’s far 
enough away, yet I can come home on 
weekends.
MAJOR: Engineering

Miami, OH

WHY: Miami has one of the world’s best 
synchronized skating programs. Ever 
since I was 10, I decided to go there.

MAJOR: Mass Communications
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Seaholm Seniors: Oh the places you’ll go

Eden Presland

Maddie Palmer

Alex Leckie
Hawaii Pacific

WHY:

MAJOR:

UC San Diego

WHY: I knew I wanted to go out of state 
and see something different. They really 
have a good research right on campus 
and pre-med program. It just kind of fit.

MAJOR: Biology / Pre Med

Adrian

WHY: I have a chance to start for foot-
ball. I like the campus and how every-
thing is directed toward athletes.

MAJOR: Undecided, minor in psychol-
ogy or philosophy
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so for situations like this action is based on the 
judgment of the building principal.
   “So if in fact I feel that someone has acted 
inappropriately,” Piper said. “Whether they’re a 
permanent employee or a temporary employee, 
it’s my job to use my judgment and then act 
accordingly.”
  According to law enforcement sources, Hojnacki’s 
acts may not have been illegal, provided the 
pictures were not obscene, pornographic or taken 
secretly in someone’s house.
  “There’s no legality issue,” one official with the 
Southfield Police Department told the Highlander.  
“It all depends upon the school’s policy.”
   As for the pictures in question, Hojnacki says he 
had no ill-intent.
   “I had no plans for the pictures,” said Hojnacki. 
“I wasn’t going to do anything with them. It was 
just a group of kids working.”
  Hojnacki said the district overreacted.
  “What am I, some kind of nut?”
  Regardless of declared intent, in this case after 
the fact, Piper said he acted appropriately.
   “Something that a person does can really be, 
from their perspective, meant very innocently,” 
said Piper. “Yet as a building principal charged 
with the responsibility of keeping our kids safe I 
may see that same act as inappropriate.”
    BPS substitutes are subcontracted by Caledonia, 
MI-based Professional Educational Services 
Group (PESG), who declined to comment on the 
incident. 
   Despite the dismissal from BPS, Hojnacki 
continues to work in the Metro Detroit area, 
through PESG, as a substitute teacher.
   “I’m working in Farmington and Berkley now,” 
said Hojnacki. “I’m not blaming the district. I’m 
not upset, just I wasn’t aware.”
   Both Farmington and Berkley refused comment 
on Mr. Hojnacki’s involvement with their district, 
each citing policy against discussing personnel 
matters.

Please swing by the shop before sundown on Tuesday

PICTURES: FROM PAGE 1

Dismissed sub 
still working in 
Oakland County
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   First it was coffee, then soda pop that gave people 
that quick “pick me up” of the day. Now, energy 
drinks have taken over- giving consumers more than 
just a caffeine buzz, but instead an intense jolt of 
caffeine, sodium, sugar and more. 
   In recent years, the energy drink market has boomed 
by convincing credulous people into believing that 
through drinking these beverages--loaded with 
countless ingredients including methylxanthines, 
vitamins, herbs and other ingredients--they will 
acquire a burst of energy and healthy additives. 
  Lissi Eisenstein, a junior at Roeper High School, 
shares with The Highlander her so called “addiction” 
to the popular energy drinks.
   “Every morning I wake up and drink either Red 
Bull or Monster,” said Eisenstein. “They give me my 
energy for the day. I would not be able to function 
right without them.”
   While many people can easily believe that 
Eisenstein’s daily Red Bull dependence is no different 
than when people drink coffee every morning, there 
are serious side effects that accompany excessive 
consumption. 
   “Energy drinks are very mysterious,” said Melissa 
Knudson, registered dietician. “These drinks raise 
heart rate and blood pressure, dehydrate the body 
and cause insomnia.”
   Though energy drinks have been beverages that 
have remained under the radar since their first 1901 

debut, they surprisingly have reached an increased 
popularity level in 2001, when the US energy drink 
market grew to over 8 million drinks sold. 
   The energy drink business is constantly soaring 
at an unstoppable rate. Since 2005, the drink sales 
have grown 50% yearly- reaching $4 billion. By 
2010 sales are expected to hit $10 
billion.  
     “I have always loved energy 
drinks,” said sophomore Xavier 
Faraj. “The bottles are so sweet 
and they taste pretty good too.”
   Though energy drinks obtain 
eye-catching designs and the 
tempting flavors options, some 
consumers are unaware of the 
health risks that accompany seemingly harmless 
refreshments. 
   Caffeine is one of the biggest concerns. The FDA 
limits 65mg of caffeine in any given 12-ounce soda. 
However, the FDA does not regulate the amount of 
caffeine that goes into energy drinks. Most energy 
drinks including the popular Red Bull, Monster, 
Amp, Rockstar and many more, greatly exceed this 
limit- a tiny 8.4-ounce serving can have as much as 
360mg of caffeine. 
   “It’s really weird. I am so used to drinking a lot of 
caffiene from coffee and lots of soda, when I don’t 
get enough of it I feel like I have no energy,” said 
senior Courtney Muir. 
   According to one recent study, adults should 

not exceed more that 400mg of caffeine a day and 
children and women should consume no more that 
300mg of caffeine a day, in order to prevent any side 
effects. 
     This massive caffeine intake has the potential 
to greatly increase anxiety, panic, stomach 

problems and some 
cardiac arrhythmias. 
Excessive caffeine 
also leads to insomnia 
and the jitters, along 
with nervousness, 
i r r i t a b i l i t y , 
tremulousness, muscle 
twitching, head 
aches and respiratory 

alkalosis. 
   Another severe health risk of energy drinks is their 
unknown witch’s brew of ingredients. Possibly the 
most common energy drink ingredient is taurine, 
which is something that we naturally acquire from 
foods containing vitamin B6. Throughout the day, 
most people receive enough taurine in their diets. 
Adding the extra boost of the energy drink element 
can cause the human body to become toxic.  
   Guarana, a central nervous system stimulant, is 
another highly notable energy drink component. It 
contains a high amount of guaranine, a chemical 
substance with the same characteristics as caffeine. 
The effects of guarana can be just as drastic, if 
not more, than those of caffeine including: heart 

palpitations, arythmias, nervousness, irritability, 
stomach problems and lower stress endurance.
   Other energy drink ingredients include B vitamins, 
ginseng, gingko biloba, L-carnintine, antioxidants 
and lots of sugars.  
   Perhaps one of the most dangerous, and potentially 
fatal, health risks associated with energy drink is their 
abuse as alcohol mixers. Alcohol is a depressant and 
energy drinks are stimulants—mix the two together 
and the consequences can be highly dangerous.
   “I drink Red Bull and vodka all the time on the 
weekends,” one anonymous Seaholm told the 
Highlander. “I always end up blacking out for some 
reason after drinking a few of them.”
    Red bull and vodka is one of the most common 
energy drink mixers. Side effects of the exotic 
combinations can lead to serious dehydration- the 
main contributor to hangovers.
  “The biggest concern with alcohol being mixed 
with energy drinks is the dehydration that results,” 
Beaumont Pediatrician Kathleen Mammel said.  
“Alcohol and energy drinks are both diuretics. After 
people have had too much to drink, they will not 
be able to recognize that they need to stop due to 
dehydration, which obscures the body’s perception 
of fatigue.” 
   And for those looking to revitalize and re-energize, 
when it comes to beverages, less is more.
  “Adolescents should really try to drink mostly 
water,” said Mammel. “The fewer ingredients there 
are, the better the item is for you.”

Red Bull
A small 8.4 ounce can of red bull contains 80mg of 
caffeine, 290mg of sodium, 39g of sugar, taurine, 
guarana, water, sucrose, glucose, sodium citrates 
carbon dioxide, glucuronolactone, inositol, niacon, 
pantothenic aciv, vitamins B6 and B12, caramel and 
riboflavin. Most all of these ingredients have not 
been approved by the FDA and contribute to many 
health issues including severe dehydration, increased 
heart rate and blood pressure, the jitters and insom-
nia. 

  Monster
In 1 8 ounce serving of monster there are 160mg 
of caffeine. Other ingredients for the mysteri-
ous beverage include carbonated water, sucrose, 
glucose, cirtic acid, natural flavoring, 1000 mg of 
taurine, sodium citrate, color, 200mg of ginseng, 
L-carnitine, sorbic acid, benzoic acid, niacinamide, 
sodium chloride, dlucuronolactone, insitol, duara-
na, pyridoxine, hydrochloride, sucralose, riboflavin, 
maltodectrin, levotyroxine and cyancobalamin. 

Rockstar
One 8 ounce serving of the drink that makes you 
“party like a rockstar” will deliver your body with 
40mg of sodium, 31g of sugar, vitamins B2, B3, B5, 
B6 and B12, 1000mg of taurine, 25mg guarana, 
25mg of inositol, 25mg of L-carnitine, 25mg of 
ginseng, milk thistle extract, ginkgo biloba, an exces-
sive amount of caffeine, niacinamide, ascorbic acid, 
caramel, potassium sorbate, cyanocobalamin, ribofla-
vin, pyridoxine hydrochloride and calcium pantothe-
nate. 

Water
100% natural bodily goodness. 
Drink it and feel better than any so called “energy 
drink” could ever make you feel.. Proven to improve 
energy, increase mental and physical performance, 
remove toxins and waste products frmo the body, 
keep skin healthy, help people lose weight, reduce 
headaches and dizziness, aids in proper digestion and 
helps to keep people more alkaline. Also, people are 
41% less likely to die frmo a heart attack by drinking 
5 glasses of water a day thaan non-water drinkers.

Alexa Ebling
Lifestyle Editor
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   It’s that time again: food, fun and farewells.
   A Seaholm tradition since 1984, the Senior All-Night Party gives 
seniors a chance to celebrate graduation in a fun and substance-free 
environment sponsored by the class of 2008 parents. The theme this 
year will be “Life is a Highway.”
   The party is currently scheduled to be held Sunday June 1st at Derby 
Middle School after graduation from 10:00 PM to 4:00 AM. In past 
years, the party has had a nearly 100% senior class attendance rate.
   While countless graduation parties clutter the first half of students’ 
summers, there always seems to be something special about the Senior 
All-Night Party that sets it apart.
   “This is the very last time the entire class will be together,” said party 
co-chair Lisa Corey. “No matter what you thought of high school or 
how ready you are to leave it…this is a night you won’t want to miss. 
It’s filled with fun, prizes, surprises and memories.”
   Exact details of the party are being kept secret until the big night, 
but previous All-Night Parties give students an idea of what they can 
expect.
   Last year’s party featured a wide variety of carnival games and other 
activities. With the extra space at the party’s new venue, Corey is 
confident that this year’s bash will be even bigger and more exciting.
   “The activities will include many elements from the past,” Corey 
said. “However, because of our new venue, Derby, we are able to bring 
in some really large, fun, new and exciting entertainment options.”
   The party’s prizes are also a big incentive for seniors, with everyone 
in attendance guaranteed to take something home. Previous raffle 
and game prizes have 
i n c l u d e d t e l e v i s i o n s , 
m i n i fridges and 
other dorm essentials to 
help give students a 
head start on the long 
string of college-related 
expense s they will surely 
be racking up over the 
summer.
   “You can be sure there will be great prizes this year too,” Corey said. 
“We don’t want to give anything away, but…the prizes are items that 
would definitely be on your wish lists.”
   Food and drinks will also be provided from many out-to-lunch 
hotspots around Birmingham. 
   “Be assured no one will go hungry,” Corey said. “There will be an 
assortment of food from your local favorite restaurants.”
   Nearly all of the class of 2008 is currently planning to attend the 
party.
   “It’s tradition and a good way to say your final goodbyes to all of 
the seniors,” senior Sam Easterbrook said. “I think it’s going to be a 
lot of fun, although I do think we should stay up later than four in the 
morning.”
   Party arrangers request that seniors do not come to the party 
overloaded with purses or bags, as all belongings will be checked 
into a coat room at the door. In addition, students planning on leaving 
before the 4 AM end-time must pre-arrange their early departure with 
a committee member.
   Remaining seniors who have not turned in their reservations still 
have the chance to sign up. Party tickets are $55 per student. Anyone 
who hasn’t sent in their reservation yet can contact Reservation Chairs 
Linda Reed or Sherrie Lendo at (248) 645-6294 or (248) 644-2973.
   However, a small few plan on simply not going.
   “I think it will be boring and stupid and childish,” said senior Erik 
Smietana, who will not be attending.
    For those thinking of skipping out, Corey offers this:
    “[It’s] a great experience [and] a fun night filled with memories. This 
will be one of your best high school memories. Don’t miss it!”

   While students’ schoolwork is dwindling, 
seniors are beginning to diverge their efforts 
into a new avenue.  As graduation parties 
approach, seniors are feeling the pressure to 
work hard in an effort to prepare the perfect 
grad party.
   Preparing for such an event takes quite an 
effort from both the graduating senior and 
their parents.   
The first item on the agenda is deciding a date 
for the big party.  
   “My mom hassled me about 
a date forever,” said senior 
Danielle Mueller. “She needed 
to let out of town family know, 
so I finally just picked a date,” 
added Mueller.
   Many seniors are worried 
that the day they picked will 
be a popular day for graduation 
parties, and people won’t 
attend. Senior Alison Darany 
found a solution. “My friends 
and I coordinated dates so we 
could all go to each others’,” said Darany.
   After the date is chosen, next is the guest 
list. The guest list usually consists of close 
friends and family. 
 Darany approached a dilemma when she was 
writing out her list. 
“Paula, my mother, wanted me to cut my list 
down about a 100 people, that was a bit of an 
issue,” said Darany.  
   In the end, Darany came up with a strategy 
to resolve this problem.
    “I started to cut down people depending on 
how much they will eat.  It worked out really 
well for me,” said Darany. 
   After the party list is set, now to the 

invitations.  From creating your invitation 
to addressing all of them, this seems like the 
most time consuming element.  
   Senior Mandi Jarman decided to create her 
own invitation for a more personal touch. 
   “I’m picking out some adorable baby 
pictures for my graduation party invitation,” 
said Jarman. 
   Whether you choose to create your own 
invitation, or have them professionally done, 
you have to give your guests ample amount of 
time to R.S.V.P.  
   When the date is picked, and invitations 
are mailed, food becomes a priority. Whether 

your party 
is themed 
or not, 
food is 
kind-of a 
big deal.  
   “Food 
makes or 
breaks the 
party,” said 
junior Beth 
Oelke.  
   With that 

type of pressure, seniors want to make sure 
that they have only the optimal meal for their 
friends and family.  
   “My party is a brunch, so we are hiring a 
company to come and make pancakes for 
people,” said Senior Julie Zimmermann. “We 
are also going to have fruit and some other 
breakfast foods also,” added Zimmermann.
   Seniors Celia Bigelow and Chelsea Bada 
are doing something a little differently. 
   “We are having lechon, which is a Pilipino  
delicacy” said Bigelow.  “It’s basically a huge 
roasted pig,” added Bigelow. 
   With all of that sounding delicious, seniors 
must also find a way to entertain the hundreds 

Senior All Night Party 
Just Around the Corner

Chelsea Lane, 
Opinion Editor 

Seaholm Seniors Spend Their Last 
Night Together In a Fun Atmosphere

Skip Day: Seniors Find Cool 
Ways To Enjoy Their Day Off

of people they plan on inviting.  Whether it’s 
renting a moon bounce or a having huge game 
of guitar hero, seniors are put under pressure to 
amuse those who attend.
   “At my graduation party, I invited everyone to 
my cottage, so we intertubed. It was tight,” said 
Seaholm Alum Scott Feldmeier.  
   Senior Jess Miller also has unique plans for her 
graduation party. 
   “I’m having my party in my backyard, so we 
are going to have a volleyball net for people to 
play,” said Miller.  “There will also be music,” 
added Miller.
   Others don’t agree with having to entertain 
their guests. 
 “I mean they will be hanging out with me for 
a few hours, clearly that’s entertaining,” said 
senior Travis Scoggin.
So why do seniors put in all this work?  
   “So I can get money,” Zimmermann said 
jokingly.
   “I’m having a graduation partly so I can see 
all of my friends and family on last time before I 
leave for college.” said senior Brian Finley. “I’m 
also in some desperate need of moo-lah,” added 
Finley.
   The gift of money seems to be the best gift 
from both ends.  
   “I usually give money or gift cards because it’s 
easy, and that’s what people want,” said junior 
Beth Oelke.
   Other seniors desire bigger and better gifts.         
“My laptop was the most (best) gift, no doubt,” 
said graduated Seaholm Alum Danny Kulas.
    “I’m hoping to receive one of two gifts; a 
pony or Stretch Armstrong,” said senior Travis 
Scoggin.
   Whether you are ready or not, graduation party 
season is here.

Gradutation Parties: 
A Celebration of Good Times and Hardwork 
Lauren Wolkhammer 
Staff Writer

   While underclassmen and ju
niors dreamt of sunny, summer 
days as they filled the hallways 
and classrooms of Ernest W. 
Seaholm, many twelfth graders 
took advantage of a classic se-
nior tradition, Senior Skip Day, 
as they fought relentlessly to 
live the perfect Friday.      
   There were many definitions 
of the perfect senior skip day 
Friday among Seaholm seniors.  
Some students used the op-
portunity of senior skip day to 
show their intense school spirit 
and to cheer on their fellow 
classmates.  
   “I went to the Seaholm base-
ball game, where [Seaholm 
alum] Scott Feldmaier heckled 
the other team to shreds,” said 

senior John McDonald.
   Other students found that 
there was a surplus of time 
available to them on Senior 
Skip Day.
   “I mowed my lawn…twice,” 
said a reluctant senior Ted 
Howard.  “I lived twenty-four 
hours in song and dance.” 
   Other students relished in mo-
ments of relaxation, as they found 
satisfaction in staying home for a 
day of recovery and personal time.  
   “I took a nap on Tim Paul’s roof,” 
said senior Justin Johnson.
   Many students who chose to stay 
home instead of venturing out of 
Birmingham were athletes who 
were not able to miss their manda-
tory practices.
   “I woke up late, laid out, watched 
TV, then went to soccer practice,” 
said senior soccer player Danielle 
Mueller.

   “I slept until one and then 
had people come over to my 
house,” said senior tennis play-
er Jessica Miller.
   Along with soccer and ten-
nis players, the girl’s lacrosse 
team also stayed home in order 
to rest up for the Midwest tour-
nament.  
   “I had the lacrosse Midwest 
tournament, so I couldn’t do 
anything crazy but it was fun 
anyway,” said senior Emmy 
Scheidt.  
   Other seniors filled their days 
with exciting activities even as 
they stayed home in Birming-
ham. 
   “We went out to lunch and 
then went out for a day of 
shopping,” said senior Leeann 
Laverty. 
   Some Seaholm seniors who 
followed suit of past seniors 

made the trek down to San-
dusky, Ohio, home of Cedar 
Point Amusement Park.  These 
students filled their day with 
rides on thrilling roller coasters 
instead of grammar guidelines 
and math problems.
   “I went to Cedar Point and 
it was really fun and I would 
choose a roller coaster over pre-
calc any day,” said senior Grace 
Schmidt.  
   “I went on the Magnum three 
times in twenty minutes,” added 
Brian White, who joined Schmidt 
among others at Cedar Point for 
skip day.
   In retrospect, most seniors look 
back on their senior skip day 
with satisfaction.  
   “Cedar Point was definitely 
worth my last absence,” said se-
nior Ortal Lieberman. 
   “It was the best day of my 
year,” said an enthused senior 
Darcey Noska.

(From left to right) Seniors Celia Bigelow, Julie Zimmermann, Kim Gallinger and Chelsea Bada 
enjoy their Senior Skip Day at Cedar Pointe.   Photo courtesy of Chelsea Bada

Paul Collins
Staff Writer

“I started to cut down 
people depending on 
how much they will 
eat.  It worked out 
really well for me”

“It’s tradition and a 
good way to say your 
final goodbyes to all 
of the seniors,”
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Seaholm’s Ghost Buster: Joey Fasang

Hunter Stenback
Sports Editor
   It was dark, it was cold, and it was creepy. There 
were a lot of places we could have been instead of 
Troy’s Boulan Park Cemetary on a Saturday night, 
but we were on a mission: to find a ghost.
   We walked slowly through the cemetery, taking 
pictures of nothing in particular and hoping to find 
something, anything, that would give us a sign of 
other-worldly activity. That was the instruction from 
our guide, Seaholm senior and paranormal investi-
gator, Joe Fasang.
   “I’ve been a paranormal inves-
tigator for a few years now,” said 
Fasang. “I do it independently 
and I go with people who want to 
go with me; I usually give a sign-
up sheet for people who want to 
come along.”
  While most students fill their weekends with mov-
ies and parties, Fasang leads nighttime trips to cem-
eteries and old homes equipped with a voice record-
er, a digital camera, and an open mind.
   “[Ghost hunting] has just been something I was fas-
cinated with since I was a younger kid, and I thought 
it would be cool to go along and see what it’s like,” 
explained Fasang of his first trip, four years ago. “It 

turns out this guy that was working with my dad is 
[a paranormal investigator], and he let 
me come along on a tour. We caught 
a lot of unique experiences that night, 
saw a lot of crazy stuff and I just got 
really interested.”
  Ever since, Fasang has been mak-
ing frequent ghost hunting trips with 
his partner, John Tenney, in search of 
paranormal activity.
   “I usually seem to get a lot of ac-
tivity in cemeteries and older homes, 
but if you want to find anything para-

normal your best bet 
is a cemetery,” said 
Fasang. “That seems 
to be the place where 
ghosts just like to 
hang out.”
 So to a cemetery 

we went, cameras in hand, trying to 
capture ghosts in our pictures. As we 
continued our tour through Boulan 
Park, Fasang placed a tape recorder 
upon a gravestone and attempted to 
communicate with the ghosts.
   “Is there anyone here who would 
like to communicate with us?” asked 

Senior Joe Fasang leads a Highlander staff member  through Boulon Park Cemetery in Troy to find ghosts.
         Photo by Amelia Carpenter 

“There’s something out there that we don’t know of,” said Fasang. He specializes in paranormal studies.
          Photo by Amelia Carpenter

Fasang, projecting loudly out into the 
air. “If you are there, could you please 
tell us your name?”
   According to Fasang, we were look-
ing to find an ‘intelligent haunt,’ in 
which the ghost is aware of a human’s 
presence.
   “The ghosts are always trying to 
communicate, they’ll do anything to 
get your presence,” explained Fasang. 
“They’ll tap on your shoulder, they’ll 
say or do whatever, they’ll give you 
signs to let you know they’re pres-
ent.”
   Fasang knows from experience.
   “I’ve seen things move by them-
selves when it’s not windy,” said Fa-
sang. “But the moment that convinced 
me was when I was in this cemetery 
and I was taking pictures [and] you 
could see the people I was with on the 
tour and in the background you could 
see people that weren’t there at the 
same time in the cemetery. You could 
see a little boy that wasn’t in the same 

cemetery with us, and he was all glow-
ing and lit up and looking weird.”

   Fasang also acknowledges that there are naysay-
ers, and that most people don’t believe in the para-
normal.
   “I respect their opinion,” said Fasang. “Many peo-
ple don’t believe in [ghosts] at first until they expe-
rience the stuff, but what I do is encourage people 
to come with me on tours, and if they experience 
something usually their opinion changes when they 
witness something or experience something that’s 
not believable.”
   After Fasang asked his questions we watched the 
tape recorder, waiting for a response. It stopped re-
cording.
   Joe claimed that the ghosts can drain batteries 
and feed off of the energy. He said it was not the 
first time this had happened. However, the tape may 
have just run out.
   As for the pictures, nothing conclusive was found. 
There were shadows and feedback from the flash in 
the dark, but no definitive ghosts.
   Fasang says that it is not unusual to have an in-
conclusive night, but that his evidence proves that 
ghosts do exist.
   “I have evidence, and a lot of people have evi-
dence, that there’s something out there that we don’t 
know of,” said Fasang. “There’s times when I didn’t 
feel comfortable being in a certain area because I 
knew whatever was there didn’t want me there.”   

“Ghost hunting has just 
been something I was fas-
cinated with since I was a 
younger kid”
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Warped Tour Hits Detroit

Jessica Malen 
Alec Larry
Staff Writers
   As the Comerica Park comes into view, 
the feel of the bass drum slowly play with 
the beat of your heart. The guitar riff hits 
high notes that sends shivers up the spine, 
and with a quick bass line, the song kicks 
off and slams the streets of Detroit
   If that sounds appealing, try this out.
   The 14th annual Vans Warped Tour hits 
Detroit this summer at Comerica Park on 
July 18th.  With big name sponsors such 
as AT&T, Monster Energy Drinks, and 
Hurley Clothing Company, this Warped 
tour is stacked and is getting its name out 
there with big time promotion.
   With the wide selection of bands to see, 
such as headliners Angels and Airwaves, 
Gym Class Heroes, The Devil Wears Pra-
da, As I Lay Dying, Every Time I Die and 
Ska Legends Reel Big Fish.
   “As I Lay Dying, Every Time I die, 
and Reel Big Fish are good bands,” Said 
Senior Alex Miniaci
    If that 
isn’t your 
type then 
d o n ’ t 
w o r r y . 
With mu-
sic rang-
ing from 
Punk to 
alternative hip hop and back to hardcore, 
a band will appeal those ears. 
   It all started in 1994, when creator 
Kevin Lyman had the idea, after watch-
ing skate videos with live musical per-
formances, gave him the influence for 
this global rock festival. Headlining the 
original southern California festival was 
bands such as Sublime and No Doubt.
   Kevin Lyman also is the creator for oth-
er music festivals such as taste of chaos 
and mayhem tour. The mastermind of the 
tour also is a partner at Sideonedummies 
Records. With bands such as Flogging 
Molly, The Casualties, and Big D and 
The Kids Table signed on the label.

Warped Tour sponsored by Vans, comes to Detroit July 18th. Graphics by Chelsea Bada

Some of Seaholm’s most renowned and loved bands 
will be facing a huge challenge next year when the 
next phase of their lives, moving on to their fresh-
man year of college, will force Senior members out 
of Birmingham. Two local bands, Crash Light and 
Second Strike, will be facing this problem when the 
summer comes to an end. 
   Crash Light is a relatively newcomer on the scene, 
but the local rock band has developed quite a large 
fan base. Crash Light includes two of Seaholm’s 
seniors, vocalist, Katie Lee, and guitarist, Nolan 
O’Hara, as well as two juniors from Andover, bass 
player, Alex Kron and guitarist, Dan Campbell and a 
junior from Lasher, drummer Matt Pollock. 
   Next year, Lee and O’Hara will be heading off to 
the University of Michigan, making it difficult for 
the band to stay together. 
   “It’s pretty much understood that we’re not going 
to be a band once Nolan and I go to school, because 
we’re really doing it for fun,” said Lee
   However Crash Light will informally continue. 
   “After this summer we’ll not take it so seriously 
and jam when we hang out together,” added Lee.
    This last summer that Crash Light will be together 

will be very busy. The band will be doing various 
performances, from opening for a local pop singer 
on June 11th to playing at band jam on June 13th. 
   Crash Light fans will have plenty of opportunities 
to cheer for them and show their support for this 
band one last time this summer.
   This upcoming year will be even more challeng-
ing for another local band, Second Strike. This 
band contains Seaholm seniors, drummer Joe Fer-
fecki, bass and keyboard player Sean Muzzi, vocal-
ist Ryan Staal, and guitarist Erik Zinkel. This local 
alternative rock band has been together for a few 
years now and has earned a good reputation within 
the community.  
   Continuing to play will prove to be more challeng-
ing when these guys head off to colleges all over 
Michigan and Indiana next fall. 
   “We’re going to keep playing over the summer,” 
explained Ferfecki, “then we’ll get together over 
breaks and the summer of next year.” 
   So despite being separated by many miles, Second 
Strike fans will be able to enjoy many more perfor-
mances after this summer.
   “We have a main group of people that I think 
would probably come out if we were playing again,” 
said Zinkel.   
   Even spread out, the members of Second Strike 
will stay together and the band will carry on.

Senior Bands Call it Quits

   With Vans sponsoring the event since 
1995, it has commonly been referred to 
as the Vans Warped Tour. When 1998 
came around, Warped Tour went global. 
Hitting up countries, such as Australia, 
Japan, Europe, Canada, and the United 
States. 
   The gates open at 11:00 a.m. sharp and 
tickets cost $28.50. Festivities ongoing 
to nearly nine p.m. so the day is taken up 
completely
   “The lineup of bands this year is really 
good. It’s one of the 
best things to do in the 
summer,” said Sopho-
more Tori Newton.
   If music needs to be 
put aside for a minute there is still plenty 
to do. Go watch local sponsored skate-
boarders 360 flip a mini ramp or enter 
Comerica Park to find merchandise to all 
bands. 
   Bands even visit the merchandise 
stands, meet and greet sessions, where 
questions can ask the bands questions.
   “It’s a cool environment to be in whether 

your there for the 
hardcore or the 
chilled out music, 
I definitely rec-
ommend it,” said 
Freshman Khalil 
Heron, a return-
ing fan whose 
past year was his 

first.
   Although throughout the years of 
Warped Tour, it hasn’t been as easy to set 
up as it sounds. With major bands holding 
out until they get their preferred playing 
times, Kevin Lyman needs to be negoti-
ating to fit the bands specific needs. 
   Last year, a fight broke between legend-
ary punk front man Fat Mike of NOFX 
and newcomers to the tour, Christian 
hardcore group, Underoath. 
   When Fat Mike made fun of Undero-
ath’s beliefs in Christianity, Underoath 
threatened if NOFX wasn’t kicked off 
of the tour, they would quit the tour and 
never be associated with it again.

   It was settled by NOFX being 
kicked off the tour and to the day 
say they will not be with Warped 
Tour with years to come.
   With that settled, it was time to 
focus on having Warped Tour put 
the ticket money to a good cause.
   Recently, pre ticket release shows 
were held to raise money for the 
T.J Martell Foundation, which is a 
foundation, based to raise money 
to help in the advanced studies of 

Aids, Leuke-
mia, and other 
Cancer. With 
tickets for on-
stage passes 

going to this foundation, paying 
the extra money is worth it.
   Kevin Lyman also set up the tour 
to get the word out on many orga-
nizations. The 2008 Tour recently 
teamed with Declare Yourself, a 
young adult voters group, for the 
upcoming elections in 2008, en-
couraging young adults to vote.
   “I am really excited that Warped 
tour is coming to Michigan,” said 
Newton.
   With Crowds of up 30,000 and 
46 stops scheduled, the Warped 
Tour annually in the United States 
attracts a crowd of 1.3 million peo-
ple, making it one of the most at-
tended music tours in the world.
   “I think it’s really fun and I love 
the music. It’s the highlight of my 
summer,” said Junior Allie Stag-
ner.
   Past Warped Tour attendees also 
recommend not bringing belong-
ings with value a lot of value, due 
to the ease of losing or damaging 
it. Also, bringing a camera and a 
marker is recommended because 
the chance of meeting a band is 
likely.
   With tickets available, and all 
bands confirmed, be sure to make 
way to get to the Vans Warped 
Tour.

Paul Yankle
Advertising Director

“Whether your there for 
the hardcore music or the 
chilled out music, I definitely 
recommend it”

“It’s the highlight of 
my summer”
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   I had my face pressed up against the glass of the 
small beat up car that came to pick my sister and 
I up to go to school. Reggae music pumped in the 
background fluorescently, like the bright green of 
the car, as we pulled up into the dirt entrance of 
the school ground, past the security guards and tall 
metal fences. It was as though we had arrived in a 
prison. A sea of Nevisian faces stared back us as we 
unlatched the car door, the last bit of security we had 
to hold onto, and ventured into the unknown.
   It was strange to think about traveling all the way 
to the beautiful Caribbean island of Nevis (14 hours 
on a plane, to be exact) over spring break, just to 
go back to school. But I wanted the experience to 
hold onto and get a different taste of the colorful 
Caribbean culture that I only knew from a vacationer 
aspect. I was offered the opportunity by a friend of 
my grandparents and I had said yes. So my sister 
and I were enrolled in the Nevis high school, 
Charlestown Secondary School.
   The first real difference that CSS had from Seaholm 
were the 10 different buildings, all a washed out 
yellow color, each for a different grade, or “form” 
as they say there. My original intent of visiting 
this school was to see and feel the culture, but my 
expectations were quickly diminished.
   At home, as a white person in a mixed culture school 
district, it is easy to say we are not racist in any way 
since we are exposed to a variety of people from the 
beginning. We accept and we move on. Birmingham 
is a privileged area and it is easy to forget how 
truly privileged we are to be living in such a district 
where our school gives us unbelievable academic 
opportunities every single day as well as a diverse 
population of students.   
   However, CSS is an all black school and I stick out 
like a white sheep in a heard of black sheep, quite 
literally. There was no way of blending in or hiding 
despite my efforts of trying to be as casual, and as 
open minded as possible.
   When I first entered the classroom, which was 
bubbling with energy and throbbing like a steel drum 
of Caribbean accents, it went completely silent. 

I was introduced to the class by a woman I could 
barely understand because her accent was so thick 
and she talked unbelievably fast she could barely 
catch a breath. I sat at the back of the classroom 
against the wall. 
   I got the middle finger from one of the girls when 
I looked over at her and smiled. I noticed that the 
room had four large open windows in place of an 
air conditioner, allowing warm tropical air to flow 
through, and the consistent pale yellow walls were 
graffitied  with such artwork as, “$Cash$Money$” 
and “Don’t hate the playa’ hate da game”, which 
only imitates the western culture and rap media.
   Before the teacher arrived, the kids ran around. 
Several of the boys were playing pool with a broom 

and some markers. The girls had ganged up on this 
really nice girl Jamiena, and were forcing her to do 
all of their homework. If she didn’t they were going 
to beat her up after school.
   I could hardly believe what I was hearing. This 
felt like something out of the movies, not real life. I 
just sat against the wall asking what the heck had I 
gotten myself into?
   I felt overwhelmingly lucky though, as I was sitting 
there, thinking that I don’t have to go to a school 
where our walls are strewn with graffiti and the kids 
are free to do whatever they want. There were five 
desks (also encrusted with carvings and words) to 
serve the educational needs of 20+ children, which 
is absurd to even think about. Without a place to 

write, how are they going to learn? 
   Half of the kids just talked over the teacher for 
the hour or so that he was there. Even the teachers 
don’t show up half the time, and if they don’t show 
up, the kids can just hang out or leave.  And okay, 
yeah, this sounds kind of nice. No subs would be 
great and not having to go to school on the whole 
is nice too. 
   Except, these kids are regularly deprived of an 
education. The one teacher that actually showed 
up, a computer teacher, did not even write in proper 
English (which is the dominant language in Nevis) 
on the board when he was talking about what the 
internet is.
   The majority of the kids acted extremely ignorant, 
probably assuming that I was this rich, snobby, 
white girl who had come to rub it in their faces.
   But I reminded myself how even at Seaholm, we 
aren’t much better. I asked myself: How many times 
have you seen a new kid, of any race, and thought, 
“Yeah, I’m glad that’s not me.”
   Most of us think about befriending them, but very 
few of us actually do. The reason is it is so much 
easier to ignore what we don’t want to see and stick 
to what is comfortable.
   For me, this was a completely eye opening 
experience where for once, I was openly ridiculed 
and laughed at for no reason in particular. I mean, 
these people didn’t know anything about me! And 
not only that, but my sister and I were the only ones 
out of 650 Nevisians.
   I can only feel gratitude in coming back to 
Seaholm for being so advantaged and for not being 
in a poor school district where my opportunities for 
life and success are out of my control. If anything, 
my experience at Charleston Secondary School was 
a gift and a reminder to be accepting of others no 
matter what race and culture. 
   We have no idea what people say about us behind 
our backs, and none of us are perfect. But what is 
the point of purposely making someone feel bad 
about themselves? 
   We are all human and we all have hearts. We only 
pick out differences in people because we want to 
see them. 
   Racism lives in every school and every town, but 
that is no reason it cannot end with us.

Dear Editor: 

   How sad that you have reduced the school 
newspaper to the level of the “National Enquirer”. 
Mr. Harwood, you are training the next generation 
of media vultures.
   Yes, the topics of “Facebook” and unruly college 
gatherings (“Cedarfest”) are important. Our children 
need to be informed about these dangers. But is 
it necessary to plaster their pictures over the front 
page? They ARE still children. Who doesn’t make 
mistakes at their age? I challenge Mr. Harwood and 
the Highlander reporters to be held up to the same 
scrutiny. Should their families be publicly hurt and 
humiliated in the same way?
   These stories could easily have been presented 
without the tabloid tactics. Do you really think 
George Fraser is the only Seaholm alum to get into 
trouble? Is it necessary to add insult to injury for a 
very nice family?
   Mr. Piper, where were you when this was published? 
As for Mr. Harwood, I hope your child never makes 
a mistake and finds his name and pictures on the 
front page. Let’s find a little empathy and teach that 
instead.
   SHAME ON YOU!

Student Copes with Racism on Trip to Carribbean School

A street in downtown Charlestown, the capital city of the Caribbean island of Nevis and the location 
of Charlestown Secondary School. Photo courtesy creativecommons.org.

Jessica Malen
Staff Writer
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Staff Editorial
   When you sacrifice quality for cost efficiency, you’re bound to end up with undesirable results.
   When an intoxicated custodian employed by a privatized company accosted several students and put 
on an aggressive and rude display of offensive behavior, Seaholm experienced the danger of unregulated 
employees.
    The custodian incident—embarrassing and unbelievable—is but a preview for BPS’s privatized age. 
With lax background checks and janitorial companies provided boundless access to the district’s facilities, 
who knows who could enter Seaholm as an employee? 
   Well, actually we do know: a drunken, disrespectful temporary custodian capable of making numerous 
students and staff members uneasy about who roams the halls. Such an occurrence is a poignant reminder 
that you get what you pay for. By eliminating tenured and reputable janitors, the district has ushered in an 
era of sub-par quality to save money; it should come as no surprise that a privatized substitute custodian 
could make a scene and be accused of theft. 
Moreover, it isn’t out of the question to assume 
that a similar incident could occur in the 
future. With a turnstile of employees entering 
the building, their limited accountability 
and unfamiliarity with the building could spell 
trouble. It would be foolish to anticipate no 
decline in the quality and service the current 
custodians provide, as something has to give 
when the pennies are pinched.
   Because the district employs substitutes 
from a private entity, we no longer have 
direct control over the men and women who 
are entrusted with the responsibility of a class’s 
activities. Instead, we allow a third party to 
handle to dispatch what deem “suitable” 
substitutes. Clearly, when a sub is slyly snapping pictures of girls in his class, all is not well. The district 
should have authority and knowledge of all educators. More importantly, the private company employing 
the sub dismissed from Seaholm (see page 1) doesn’t seem to care too much, as he was still employed and 
teaching in other districts as of press time. The private company is question clearly lacks the ability to fully 
vet its employees, and yet again, privatization rears its ugly head.
   However, the Seaholm Administration should be commended for the way they handled the issue. The 
Administration acted quickly on a situation that could’ve spiraled out of control. The school summarily 
contacted the police, and in doing so, Seaholm handled the matter in a professional and efficient manner.  
Hopefully, the Administration will put forth great effort to ensure that this doesn’t happen again next year, 
but we can’t help but remain skeptical.
   You get what you pay for. 

You Get What You Pay For

By eliminating tenured and 
reputable janitors, the district has 
ushered in an era of sub-par quality 
to save money; it should come as no 
surprise that a privatized substitute 
custodian could make a scene and 
be accused of theft.

Letter:
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Lizzie Curcuru
Staff Writer
Sometimes “What Happens In Vegas…” 
is actually meant to be. This summer’s 
first romantic comedy, “What Happens 
in Vegas” is witty, fast paced, and enjoy-
able. The chemistry between Cameron 
Diaz and Ashton Kutcher is delightful 
and refreshing.
     The quick remarks and witty sarcasm 
that both Diaz and Kutcher provide add 
a great flair to the standard “boy meets 
girl” story line. The upbeat setting and 
quirky characters compel the viewer to 
sit back and enjoy the simple but uplift-
ing story. 
   Director Tom Vaughan, who also 
worked on HBO’s “Big Love,” provides 
the viewer with a refreshing feel good-
movie. Joy McNally, played by Cameron 
Diaz, who also starred in “The Holiday,” 
is an uptight New York stock exchange 
trader, who gets embarrassingly dumped 
and heads to Vegas as an escape. Ashton 

Kutcher, who recently appeared in ABC’s 
“Miss Guided,” is cast as Jack Fuller, the 
immature and unmotivated guy who gets 
fired by his father, who also heads to sin 
city for his own escape. 
    On the Vegas strip, the two characters 
end up letting loose together, and after a 
night of wild drinking, they, like many 
others, make their way to a Vegas wed-
ding chapel. 
    The next morning, both parties quickly 
agree to have the marriage annulled and 
move on with their lives, separately, until 
a combination of Joy’s quarter and Jack’s 
luck wins the newlyweds $3 million on a 
slot machine jackpot.
   Upon returning home to New York, a 
strict and comical judge sentences the 
unhappy couple to six month of “hard 
marriage,” during which the couple must 
attend counseling in attempts to make the 
relationship last. Along the way, a slew of 
pranks, tricks, lies, and heartache make 
for a fun and light comedy. 
    Through all of their troubles, the cou-
ple, as a unit, discovers that surprisingly 
enough, they bring out the best in each 
other. Their opposite but compatible 
characteristics complement each other 
and work to both of their benefits, and 
eventually, Joy and Jack warm up to each 
other.  
    As adorable as the newlyweds are, 
their best friends leave much to be de-
sired. Their annoying and obnoxious 
sidekicks decrease their compatibility 
and take away from their chemistry. Both 
characters, Joy’s friend Tipper; played by 
and Lake Bell, and Jack’s buddy Hater, 
played by Rob Corddry, are over the top 
and add no comedy to the storyline. 
    This enjoyable and light hearted com-
edy is rated PG-13 and runs 1 hour 51 
minutes.

Kutcher and Diaz make an 
excellent pair in this light 
hearted and entertaining 
summer comedy.

Newest Edition 
Doesn’t Disappoint 

Paul Yankle
Staff Writer

Ross Disney 
Staff Writer

Dan McClelland
Deputy Sports Editor

The highly anticipated Indiana Jones arrives in theatres on May 22.
Photo courtesy Paramount Pictures

What Happens in Vegas hits theatres 
on May 9.
Photo courtesy 20th Century Fox

Grand Theft Auto IV was released on April 29 and is available for Playstation 3 
and Xbox 360.

   As summer vacation approaches, 
many Seaholm students find it difficult 
to maintain focus on their classes. For 
a few students this normal loss of focus 
increased due to last month’s release of 
the video game Grand Theft Auto 4. 
   The critically acclaimed blockbuster is 
the latest installment in the best selling 
and very controversial Grand Theft Auto 
series. 
   The game’s action revolves around Niko 
Bellic, an Eastern European immigrant 
who moves to Liberty City, a fictional 
New York City, and becomes mixed 
up with criminals and other unsavory 
characters. 
   With beautiful graphics, an incredible 
story worthy of Hollywood, and an 
awesome online mode, it is easy to see 
why the game is tough to put down.
   “The game is so sick,” said Seaholm 
junior Chaynce Harris, “You need to 
have good self control; if you don’t the 

game will take you over.”
   If a student is “taken over” and their 
grades start to drop too much it may raises 
the attention of the student’s consoler. 
   “You bring the person in that is 
having trouble and you tell them that if 
they continue to play too many video 
games and not study what will be the 
consequence.” said Seaholm consoler 
John Maloney.
   “I don’t believe that when a student 
is 15 or 16 on up that I can control their 
actions,” added Maloney.  
   But some students have avoided this 
talk with their counselor by being able to 
keep in control and still enjoy the game. 
   “It doesn’t take away from my 
schoolwork.” said Seaholm Sophomore 
Andrew Murphy, “I play for 2 hours on 
the weekends, 30 minutes during the 
week.” 
   “The year is winding down so I only 
play 30 minutes a night, but much more 
on the weekend,” agreed sophomore 
Brian Paul.

Oh... It Happened...
In Vegas!

   Ray Winstone (Beowulf, The Departed) is Mac, who, in 
the context of the film, is Indy’s longtime partner and friend. 
Unfortunately the audience has no idea who he is, he’s never 
given an adequate back-story and feels altogether flat and 
unnecessary. 
   Although not quite on par with past antagonists in the 
series, Cate Blanchett is suitably diabolical as supposedly 
psychic leader of the Soviet troops pursuing Indy around the 
globe.  
   Pleasant familiarity is seen with the very recognizable 
Indiana Jones action. Director Steven Spielberg was able 
to resist the current trend of big budget action movies that 
rely almost entirely on CGI, and chose to instead focus on 
more traditional techniques. When the actors weren’t doing 
their own stunts they were more likely to be replaced with 
stuntmen than computer generated counterparts. This lends 
authenticity to the fantastic scenarios and increases the sense 
of peril. 
   The plot is vintage Indiana Jones, just 20 years later. The 
good doctor is still being bullied by the U.S. government into 
chasing mythical artifacts before they deliver unimaginable 
power to forces of evil. This time out godless communists 
take over for heartless Nazis and Cold War hysteria is the 
backdrop rather than pre-WWII militarism. 
   Basically Indy and friends dodge bullets, solve riddles, 

explore ruins and get in lots 
of over-the-top fistfights with 
stereotypically evil thugs, the 
same formula the franchise has 
been using since Raiders. It’s 
a testament to the performance 
of the actors and the leadership 
Spielberg and George Lucas that 
this system is still surprisingly 
functional. 
    The key to the Indy-formula 
is pacing and Crystal Skull does 
a pretty good job, A few scenes 
in the middle of the movie drag 
a little but for the most part 
the movie does a good job of 
balancing action and suspense.
Fans of the series will certainly 
appreciate many minute details 
that pay tribute to the original 
trilogy. The film serves as a fitting 
homage to the franchise but has 

enough original material to make it more than a trip down 
memory lane. Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crystal 
Skull is a worthy sendoff to one of cinema’s all-time great 
heroes, 5 fedoras out of 5.
   Now playing at all major theaters. Rated PG-13 for 
adventure violence and scary images. 124 min.

The plot is vintage Indiana 
Jones, just 20 years later. 
The good doctor is still being 
bullied by the U.S. government 
into chasing mythical 
artifacts before they deliver 
unimaginable power to forces 
of evil. This time out godless 
communists take over for 
heartless Nazis and Cold War 
hysteria is the backdrop rather 
than pre-WWII militarism. 

  
                                      ust off your fedora, get the 
kinks out of your bullwhip, because Indiana Jones is back!
    Indiana Jones and The Kingdom of the Crystal Skull snares 
you from the opening credits and never lets go. It perfectly 
captures the adventurous spirit of 
the previous films and carries it all 
the way through to the epic climax. 
It’s not without its pitfalls (literally 
and figuratively) but as a whole 
Crystal Skull is a worthy addition to 
arguably the greatest action movie 
franchise of all time. 
    Nearly two decades after he 
rode into the sunset in what was 
supposedly his “last crusade” 
Harrison Ford resumes his role as the 
world famous archaeologist Henry 
“Indiana” Jones. He feels right 
at home in the role and performs 
admirably in all of the action scenes 
despite now qualifying for AARP. 
   The supporting cast is solid with a 
few exceptions.
    Karen Allen reprises her role 
as Marion Ravenwood, Indy’s old 
flame from Raiders of the Lost Ark 
and brings the chemistry that Dr. Jones’ intermittent love 
interests lacked. 
   Newcomer to the series Shia LaBeouf plays the role of 
rambunctious sidekick to the slightly more crotchety Indiana 
Jones and manages to steal some action scenes away from his 
venerable mentor.
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Summer jobs tough to find

Paul Sandy
Staff Writer
   All junior Ben Lewis wanted was a job.  
    As the 2006-2007 school year winded down, Lewis 
made his move, applying to Blockbuster, Plum 
Market, Buddy’s, and the Bloomfield Hills library 
among other companies.  In total Lewis applied to 

“about 12 places,” but ended up not getting hired 
anywhere, remaining jobless for the summer. 
  Struggles like Lewis’s are a reality for Seaholm 
students, as a fragile economy and competitive job 
market can make getting a job seem like a full time 
job itself. 
   Seaholm’s outlet for students finding employment 
opportunities, the College and Career Center, is 

showing signs of a slower job market this year.
   Now that spring is here, job seekers hope that 
the “Now Hiring” signs will adorn Birmingham 
storefronts looking to fill summer positions.  
However, with a job pool that Georgann Huszar of 
the College and Career Center called “unfortunate 
for the students,” students may need to work 
overtime in order to find those summer jobs.  
   Huszar remembers a time when job offers for 
students poured in. 
“A few years ago, there were maybe 30 job 
opportunities at any time,” she said. “Now, it’s 
maybe once a month.”  
When asked why fewer jobs were available, Huszar 
replied, “The economy.”  Huszar was not alone in 
her opinion.  
   “The fact that the economy is in a recession makes 
the summer job market really crowded,” said junior 
Alex Park.
  Some of the local businesses, however, are 
predicting the same amount of jobs available this 
summer as always.  
   The Birmingham Palladium and Plum Market, and 
Cheeburger Cheeburger reported that they will have 
“the same” amount of jobs available this summer as 
previous summers.  
  Laura Switalski, the owner of Cheeburger 
Cheeburger in Birmingham, said that while similar 
amounts of positions are available this summer, 
“experienced personnel from college” posed a 
problem to high school applicants.  
  “College students working to pay for their 
expensive tuitions definitely take away jobs from 
high schoolers,” said junior Jimmy Fox.
Plum Market also cited “people having existing 
jobs” as getting in the way of their hiring of high 
school workers.
   There are ways, however, to increase the chances 
of getting hired.  Switalski admitted that there are a 
lot of applicants, but a recipe for success is to “look 
the part, dress nice, clean, and proper, with no jeans 
or shorts.”  
  Another strategy is to apply to many jobs, increasing 
the probability of getting hired.  Many businesses 
offer online applications, which make applying to 
many places a realistic approach.   
   Some Seaholm students avoid the summer job 
process all together, choosing to do yard work for 
neighbors, mow lawns, or work for their parents.  
One such student is junior Cole Frederick.
   “I’m working for my dad’s website business this 
summer because it’s a great opportunity that isn’t 
available to most kids my age.  Also, I can avoid the 
hassle of applying to a lot of jobs,” Frederick said.
   As for Ben Lewis, he doesn’t plan on giving up on 
his summer employment dreams.
   “I’m probably going to apply to some of the same 
places, maybe even more,” he said. “Hopefully I’ll 
have better luck this year.”

Senior 
looks for 
big laughs
Cameron Schea
Staff Writer

   “It’ll be a hit,” said senior John McDonald when 
discussing his May 31st comedy show at AJ’s cafe 
in Ferndale.  “We’ll also have a live rock music set 
with Stanford Grace.”  
   Standford Grace is a rock band put together by 
a couple of Seaholm students that peforms at 
local concerts.  The band consists of Kyle Pavone, 
Connor Pavone, Jimmy Hamzey, Scott Beatty, and 
Pat Myles.  The band is currently looking for a new 
screamer, but they don’t believe this should put a 
stunt to their set at the show.   
   AJ’s Cafe, formerly known as Xedos Cafe, is 
located right in the heart of downtown Ferndale at 
Woodward and 9 mile road.  The show starts at 9:00 
pm on Saturday May 31st and will run roughly until 
midnight.  Admission is only $5.00. 
   “This is one of the shows I have planned for the 
upcoming spring/summer season.  I’m excited about 
it,” said junior Josh Wegener. “It’s a high quality 
performance for how inexpensive it is.”     
   Both Stanford Grace and McDonald’s comedy act 
bring a nice size crowd when they perform.  There 
are loyal fans in the Birmingham area for both 
McDonald’s stand up and for Standford Grace that 
will follow the two where ever they go.  These loyal 
fans are what Wegener hopes to attract to the show.   
   “The show will be a blend of McDonald’s comedy 
with some rock n’roll from our band,” said Pavone.  
“Playing sets is what we love to do, we’ve got a 
good group of guys together, and when put on stage 
we’re all the better.”
   The show will appeal to all audiences.
   “The nice thing about our show is that it will 
be suitable for almost all ages,” said Wegener. 
“McDonald’s act is fairly clean and the music 
attracts fans of all age groups.” 

Senior Brian White mows a lawn earlier this year. White was one of the lucky students to find em-
ployment. The slow job market has made it difficult for some to find employment. 
Photo Courtesy of Brian White 

   By the time summer rolls around, most stu-
dents have already prepared themselves for 
the number one activity of the next three 
months: relaxing under the sun. Although that 
may sound appealing to some students, others 
want to take advantage of their flexible sum-
mer schedules without emptying their wallets.                                                                                            
       
   “Summer is a great time for students to get in-
volved in Community Service. They can start 
something new and are also able to get their hours 
in,” said Cheryl Shettel, Community Service Or-
ganizer, “If you find an opportunity that you like, 
you could continue it throughout the year.”  Start-
ing now is the most important tip stressed by Shet-
tel, for underclassmen especially.   
   “Students should start their freshmen year. I en-
courage students to find one or two groups to get 
involved in, so that they can find something that 
you will be committed to,” said Shettel.  “Summer 
just happens to be the most ideal time.” 
   Shettel offered some recommendations on get-
ting started.
   “First stop by my office if you have any ques-
tions or concerns,” said Shettel. “On the Birming-
ham Seaholm website in the Community Service 
tab, there is a printable list of opportunities over 
the summer.” 
   Here’s a quick preview of the available oppor-
tunities: 
   Interested in sharing your creative style? Help 
young camp members become better artists at 
the local Summer Art Camp at the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Art Center this July. 
   Maybe art isn’t your specialty and science hap-
pens to be your forte. The Cranbrook Institute of 
Science is looking for volunteers to help at pro-
grams and special events this summer. 
   Like to feel the dirt between your fingers? Water-
ing, weeding, and picking fresh vegetables to be 
used at soup kitchens is the perfect volunteer work 
for you. The Berkshire Community Garden is 
searching for students to contribute this summer. 
   Maybe some of you just want to give back to lo-
cal areas. Summer in the City provides transporta-
tion to students to clean parts of Detroit. It is avail-
able all summer and it gives you the opportunity to 
go whenever you want. 
   “Try something at least once. Go and see what 
it is all about, a test run,” said Shettel “Also, bring 
friends along to do it with you.”
   If you have any questions, visit Mrs. Shettel in 
the Community Service office. For a list of sum-
mer community service opportunities, you can 
find it online or in her office. 
   Be active; make community service at the top of 
your list this summer. 

Summer 
community service 
opportunites still 
available in area
Aidan Keenan
Staff Writer
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A new form of senioritis has recently hit Seaholm 
students and staff.  Not only are seniors feeling out 
of gas now that the spring months have arrived, but 
almost all students, administrators and teachers are 
feeling the effects of a seemingly longer, trimester 
school year.  
   There are multiple factors behind the tired atti-
tudes of Seaholm students and staff.  Students and 
teachers are beginning to feel burnt out because of 
the sheer volume of material that must be covered as 
part of the trimester system.  Trimesters have forced 
teachers to cover a year and a half’s worth of mate-
rial in only one calendar school year.  
   “I am expected to cover the same amount of mate-
rial before the seniors graduate and that’s an impos-
sibility for me so I have to prioritize,” said health 
teacher Ann DeBoer.
   Since teachers are required to cover more material 
in a shorter amount of time, Seaholm students are 

Forensics States Competition

It was semi-finals for all this year when Seaholm forensicators took the state competition at Eastern Michigan University by storm. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Photo	courtesy	of	Lia	Jamerson

   “This has never happened with the Seaholm 
Forensics team before,” said one of the captains for 
Seaholm’s Forensics team, Senior Mia Morandi.
   This was the first year that Seaholm’s Forensics 
team has taken twenty-four of its team members to 
the states competition.
   “This year, we took the largest amount of people 
to States,” said Morandi.
   On Thursday evening, May 1st, 2008, this group 
traveled to Ypsilanti with high hopes of doing very 
well in the competition that they would soon face.
   “I think we will do really well,” said Senior Devon 
Thornsby, about a week before the competition. 
“Many people have stayed consistently good 
throughout the season.”
   On Friday, May 2nd and Saturday, May 3rd, the 
Forensics team competed in States, one of the 
largest and most crucial competitions that many 

forensicators will undergo in their acting career. 
   The statewide Forensics competition was held 
at Eastern Michigan University in Ypsilanti, 
Michigan.
   Many of the team’s captains and group members 
were very confident and believed that Seaholm’s 
Forensics team is a force to be reckoned with at 
the competition. The team certainly proved that 
they  undoubtedly have much talent and dedication 
to their performances, based on the scores they 
received from the judges.
   “24 out of 24 people broke to the semi-finalist 
round,” said Morandi.
   Sophomore Aubrey Sass claimed the first place 
in the broadcasting division, while Junior Andrew 
Provost obtained first place in sales.  
   Other members of Seaholm’s Forensics team,  
including Lauren Wolkhamer, Thomas Rogers, 
Emma Marks, Devon Thornsby, Margeau Barnes, 
Paige Rutowski, Gia Scheidt, Alex Park and Jillian 
Spina also competed very well after making it to the 

semifinalist round.   
   “I was like crying,”said Morandi. “Every year I 
had broken to semis and I was happy that I finally 
made it to finals for my senior year”.
   In spite of the stress felt during the actual 
performances at the competition, the team greatly 
enjoyed this weekend getaway.
   “It felt really good just to be there,” said Seaholm 
Senior and Forensics member, Carrie Campana.
   One of Seaholm’s Forensics team members, 
Senior Devon Thornsby, feels that this weekend-
long competition helped the members to draw closer 
together as a team.
   “We had a lot of time to wait,” said Thornsby, “so 
our team really bonded.”
   Seaholm came in third place in the Class A division 
in the state of Michigan against Groves high school, 
who came in second, and the overall winners, 
Portage North high school who came in first place.
   “I am really proud of the team,” said Morandi.

Lia Jamerson
Lifestyles Co-Editor

Paul Collins
Staff Writer

also affected by the trimester, as they often have to 
absorb more material faster.  
   “I have had more homework than I ever have had 
in my entire life,” said Stephanie Browne.  “Even 
with an academic lab, I still feel overwhelmed.”
   Since the trimester, Seaholm students have often 
times had to study harder than in the past, because 
tests are more frequent and classes move at a faster 
pace.  
   “I hate the trimesters more than life,” said senior 
Jessica Miller.  “It has made me not want to come to 
school anymore.”
   After second trimester this year, technically a 
whole year’s worth of material had been covered 
in only two out of three trimesters.  Consequently, 
as the school year runs on into the spring, the third 
trimester seems almost like a continuation of an al-
ready complete school year. 
   “Third trimester is a joke because no one can pay 
attention anymore,” said junior Mallory Glazier.
   The early spring break this year has also affected 
students and teachers because the stretch from the 

end of spring break to the end of the year is much 
longer this year than in years past.  The attitude that 
there was too little time separating winter and spring 
break this year seems to be a commonality among 
Seaholm students.
   “The timing of spring break was okay this year, 
but a little later would have been nice,” said sopho-
more Alex Wood.
   Some teachers think that students’ educations 
were hindered by the unevenly spaced out breaks 
this year.
   “The snow days and spring break cut into the edu-
cational process,” said DeBoer.
   A final factor that has influenced attitudes to the 
monotonous feeling of third trimester is the conclu-
sion of this year’s early prom and the lack of school-
wide activities during the months of April and May.  
There is a long stretch of school with no activities to 
look forward to or to plan until the end of the year.
   “I feel like I shouldn’t be here,” said senior Dani-
elle Mueller.  “Third trimester is not tight at all and 
I just need to be out of this joint.”

The
Boys’       
Club

   Picture this: It’s a cool, crisp autumn afternoon 
in Birmingham, Michigan and three Seaholm 
teachers venture outside during their lunch hour 
to compete for ultimate glory on the basketball 
court.  
   English teacher David Reed Norwall cracks 
jokes with his opponents, Band Director Tim Ci-
bor and fellow English teacher Keith Bernacki.
   Cibor is calmly stretching and meditating like 
a yoga guru. Bernacki is sporting a game face 
similar to that of a ninja warrior ready for com-
bat. 
   This is the scene for an intense and rousing 
game of…horse.  
   The winner not only gets bragging rights, but 
gets the satisfaction of becoming one step clos-
er to ultimate glory and lunchtime lure.  These 
three teachers have been competing and battling 
at lunch since last year.
   “It started out with silly jokes,” said Reed Nor-
dwall. “Cibor has a Sable with some nice inte-

rior, I have a Taurus. He won the competition of 
who owned the coolest car.”
    Reed Nordwall awarded him points because 
he thought it was necessary.
   But it was Bernacki who took it to a different 
level. 
   “Everything really was all fun and games, then 
Bernacki had to come in with his competitive 
edge and totally defeat the purpose of our little 
life competition,” said Reed-Nordwall. “He re-
ally is one of the most competitive guys you will 
ever meet.”
   However, Bernacki has his own view of how 
this little competition started. 
   “Cibor and RN had these little competitions 
that they would award points to each other if 
they did something good, like daily deeds.  I 
said, ‘Listen, let’s make a competition where we 
can find out who is better at real games,’” said 
Bernacki.
   Bernacki set up a structured outline of games 
that they would compete in throughout the 
course of the school year.  They include PIG, 
HORSE, Ping-Pong and Bocce Ball.
    “They weren’t very good competition for me,” 
said Bernacki. “RN could hold his own and win 
in Ping Pong from time to time, but Cibor was 
no match for me. I had a streak last year where I 
went twenty eight days without losing a match,” 
said Bernacki.
   Cibor denies this claim. “I can beat Bernacki 
nine out of ten times.” said Cibor. “That’s go-
ing to strike up some controversy but you know 
what, I like it, it’s good controversy.”
   Despite the intense competition Reed-Nord-
wall sees the real benefit in competing.
   “For me it wasn’t so much about the winning, it 
was about playing with great friends and grow-
ing from these experiences,” said RN.  
   Cibor agrees.  “These guys are some of my 
best friends, it’s great to just blow off some 
steam and joke around.” 
   These games are great memories.  “Mrs. Ger-
lach calls us the boys’ club because she says we 
act like little kids, but I think that’s what makes 
work fun, just playing around with your friends 
and competing,” said Bernacki.
    Although these teachers talk trash and have 
arguments about each other’s athlete prowess, 
there is one common ground that all three teach-
ers have the same views on. These games helped 
them become better friends and to get a firm 
grasp and reflect upon their own lives.
   They are able to take time out of their busy 
work schedules and their demands as educators 
to just play games and not take things to seri-
ously.  

A Few Seaholm 
Teachers Bond 

Through Friendly
Competition

Jeremy Altman
Staff Writer

                         Graphic by Chelsea Bada

“These	 guys	 are	 some	 of	
my	best	 friends,	 it’s	great	
to	just	blow	off	some	steam	
and	joke	around.”
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INSIDE:

   It’s hard to believe it’s 
the swan song for the 
Pecking Order already. 
Boy how time flies. 

   As a year full of athletic 
highs and lows comes 
to a close at Seaholm, I 

can think of no better way to conclude my column 
than handing out some end of the year awards. 
   It’s the first and last edition of The Pecking Awards. 
The best and worst of the Seaholm sports culture 
will be honored in the most prestigious award cer-
emony in Highlander history. 
   This is the main reason student athletes push out 
that extra rep in the weight room, run that extra sui-
cide, and drip that extra drop of sweat.
   The first award will go to the person with the best 
attendance at Seaholm athletic events. 
   The winner of this award should go to Seaholm’s 
biggest fan.  A person who wouldn’t care whether 
he was watching a chess match or a football game, 
as long as Seaholm is playing this person would be 
there. This person’s week may be ruined when a 
Seaholm team loses, but there is no better joy to this 
person to see the Maples knock down the competi-
tion. Especially Groves.
   Without further ado, the winner of the best at-
tendance Pecking Award goes to, drum roll please: 
Chris Fahr.
   That’s right, Seaholm’s beloved varsity football 
coach steps up to the podium to win the first Peck-
ing Award as Seaholm’s biggest super-fan.
   It’s hard to find a Seaholm athletic event where 
Fahr is not in attendance, and I feel that his pas-
sion for Seaholm sports really embodies all that the 
school’s athletics stand for.
   Lately Fahr has been getting more involved in the 
coaching aspect of Seaholm sports as well. We all 
know he is the Football coach, but this year he also 
helped as the assistant varsity basketball coach.
   First football, then basketball, he’ll probably be 
the head baseball coach next year after the kind of 
season they’re having. I think if my calculations are 
correct Fahr is on pace to be the head coach of every 
Seaholm athletic team by the year 2017.
   Mr. Fiscilla, you were close, but I have to give the 
nod to Fahr here.
   Moving on, the winner for best bounce back after 
a raunchy case of food-borne illness goes to: Mor-
gan Priestley and the BBD swim team.
   The winners of this prestigious Pecking Award 
were unable to swim after obtaining the queezies 
from a meal they had had the night before. 
   Not to mention, this came in the middle of the 
National Championship in Ft. Lauderdale.
   This team could’ve easily backed down. They 
could have easily said “hey, half of our team’s heav-
ing up a lung in the hospital right now, there’s no 
chance of us winning.”
   Instead they bounced back from their setback. 
They couldn’t possibly let a bad piece of chicken 
get in the way of their goal of placing in the meet. 
These guys fought hard and eventually placed fifth 
overall, which was amazing considering half of the 
team was hugging the toilet.
   Next it’s the third and biggest Pecking Award for 
best team at Seaholm. There really weren’t too many 
nominees for this particular award in what seemed 
to be a fairly lackluster year of Seaholm sports.
   At a school where most teams are full of self-cen-
tered athletes who only care about individual suc-
cess, this team was able to unite and put together a 
great season on their way to winning Regionals.
   This team did not fold as many teams do when the 
pressure is on, but they came together and are now 
headed to States to see how they fare.
   The winner of the team of the year Pecking Award 
is: Girl’s Varsity Tennis.
   In my mind the definition of a great team is one 
who can stare adversity in the face, and then smack 
it down on the way to reaching it’s goal. 
   This tennis team did just that as they lost one of 
their best players before the season even started due 
to her decision to play Lacrosse.
   The team had a bit of a rocky start, but they got it 
back together and were able to put together a very 
respectable record.
   That concludes the Pecking Awards and with it the 
Pecking Order, which I couldn’t have done without 
a few people.
   I’d like to thank Mr. Harwood for letting me run 
this column, and for all he does for the paper. I also 
need to thank Mr. Coughell, Mr. Drapal, and the in-
famous My$tery Man for giving me topics to dis-
cuss in my column.
   I’ve had a great time writing the Pecking Order, 
and I hope you’ve had a great time reading it.

Ryan Peck
 peckingorder@

gmail.com

THE
PECKING
ORDER

Baseball Thrown a Curve

   Two weeks ago, the best high school athletes in 
Michigan were collected for the announcement of 
Michigan High School Athlete of the Year. Gath-
ered in the group of high school superstars was 
senior Ted Howard; cross country captain, track 
star, and swimming champion.
   While he did not win the award, Howard was 
still proud to be among elite company.
   “It was incredible,” Howard said.  “People on 
the committee kept telling me that the biggest 
deal was getting nominated, and anything beyond 
that is just a bonus.”
   With the nomination comes a plaque and a one-
thousand dollar scholarship, and track Coach Jeff 
Devantier doesn’t think that it could go to a better 
person.
   “He is willing to do whatever is asked of him,” 

Devantier said.  “He doesn’t back down from any-
one and he is always willing to help.”
   Throughout his career, Howard has shattered 
award after award, and this spring he helped lead 
the track team to a league championship for the first 
time in twelve years.
   “The track team won leagues by 30 points,” 
Devantier said.  “Ted took more than 30 points by 
himself.  He is a big part of our success and I don’t 
know where we would be without him.”
   High School Athlete of the Year is biased on three 
things; athletics, academics, and community ser-
vice.  Howard noted that he attempts to be a well 
rounded person, and feels that it was the reason that 
he was chosen to be a finalist over many other quali-
fied athletes.
   Of course, it doesn’t hurt to be naturally gifted.
   “He is very talented,” Devantier said.  “He has 
tons of natural ability and he is very selfless.  He 
does everything with the team in mind.”
   Aside from being a great athlete, Howard is also 

a great leader.
   “Ted is the reason I was motivated to run cross 
country,” senior Zach Plumb said.  “He is a great 
teammate.”  
   Howard will be taking his act to a bigger and 
brighter stage next year as he is trading in his ma-
roon and white uniform for a maize and blue Wol-
verine one.   Coach Devantier thinks that Howard 
is ready.
   “Ted is the easiest guy to coach,” Devantier said. 
“I really don’t do a lot of coaching with him, he just 
does what is asked of him.”
   The winner of Michigan High School Athlete of 
the Year was Mitch Zajec, of Holt High School.  
Though he would have liked to win, Howard is hap-
py for Zajec, and wishes him well.
   “He is a great guy,” Howard said.  “After he won, 
he shook everyone’s hand.  He was really modest 
guy and seemed like a team player.  Congratulations 
to him for winning and I wish him all the best in the 
future.”

Andrew Green
Co-Deputy Sports Editor

   With early season struggles and a roster decreas-
ing in size by the minute, common logic would 
suggest that the Maple baseball team would be 
dragging across the finish line in another sub .500 
season.
   But because of these issues, the remaining team 
has come together and the Maples have been play-
ing their best ball of the season.
   “Even after the players quit, the team never fell 
apart,” head coach Don Watchowski said.  “This 
team has always been a family.”
   Watchowski acknowledged that the issue was a 
distraction to the team, but is still trying to look at 
it in a positive light.
   “This season has been a learning experience,” 
Watchowski said.  “We will agree that it has been 
a rough year, but it has just made us stronger.”

   Freshman Keaton Aldridge has not panicked since 
the departures.
   “It was their choice to quit,” Aldridge said.  “If 
they didn’t want to be with the team, it’s their prob-
lem, not ours.”
   As much as the team wants to ignore the issue, the 
dugout seems sparse, and many players have needed 
to take bigger roles.
   “We have had a lot of shake ups with playing 
time,” junior Ryan Miner said.  “Some people have 
had to switch from infield to outfield, and people 
have had to pitch more.  In my opinion, they have 
all done a great job.”
   Because the quitters were seniors, the team was 
left with little leadership.  Senior Brian Palmeri has 
stepped up to fill the void and hold the team togeth-
er.
   “[Palmeri] has done a great job since they left,” 
Miner said.  “He has taken it upon himself to make 
sure this team is ready to play.”
   However, at times, the team has been anything but 

prepared, and the season record reflects that.
   “We didn’t start off very good,” Aldridge said.  
“We lost a lot of close games early.  Then we turned 
it on for a little while, and then we went downhill 
again.  Now we are starting to pick it up again.”
   Districts start on Tuesday at West Bloomfield High 
School, and the team is confident.
   “We lost to Brother Rice recently, which was tough, 
but our chemistry has been great,” Miner said.  We 
are playing like we thought we would at the begin-
ning of the season.”
   Confident, determined, and motivated; the Maples 
are excited for their upcoming games.  It seems as 
though all they need to do is focus on the fundamen-
tals and they will play strong.
   “I think we need to focus on what all other teams 
need to focus on,” coach Watchowski said.  “We 
need throw strikes, and put the ball in play.  Throw 
in playing with confidence, and I think we will have 
the edge.”

Andrew Green
Co-Deputy Sports Editor

Junior pitcher Kevin Crimmins has been steady on the mound for the Maples.  Photo by Andrew Green

Senior Swimmer/Runner Ted Howard finishes as
finalist for Michigan High School Athlete of the Year

Photo courtesy Alissa Ott

Seaholm’s Superstar

Rollercoaster Ride for 
Seaholm Senior Lacrosse 
Player. Page 19

Despite adversity, Girls
Varsity Tennis looks ahead 
to State playoffs. Page 18
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   Seaholm Sophmore lacrosse standout Matt Mc-
Carthy is making his presence known on the Bir-
mingham United varsity lacrosse team this year.
   McCarthy started this season extraordinari-
ly strong with a six goal performance against 
Clarkston in BU’s opening win.
   McCarthy leads the BU lacrosse team in scoring 
this year, and according to Matt, it has a lot do with 
his skill set.
   “I have a really good left-hand shot,” McCarthy 
said. “I also have improved a lot on my ability to 
finish up front.”
   BU coach Jeff Martin has noticed McCarthy’s 
stellar performance this year.
   “Matt is a very talented player,” Martin said. “He 
has been a really strong player for us this year.”
   McCarthy has done the majority of his damage 
from the attack position
   “I play mostly attack,” McCarthy said. “I am 
usually playing alongside Chris Dyla and John Pi-
ceu.”
   When competing against players as many as two 
years older, McCarthy acknowledges that he is 
sometimes at a disadvantage.

   The Varsity Girls’ Soccer team hit the field with 
a purpose last week as they readied for a big time 
matchup against Troy on May 20th.
   “We always play Troy the last game before Dis-
tricts and they are a Division 1 school, so it should 
be good preparation for the District playoffs ahead 
of us,” said senior captain Afton Delvecchio, who 
took a tough blow earlier in the season when she 
broke her ankle in a game against Royal Oak.
   “I think Afton’s loss took the spirit of the team 
down a little,” said junior Leslie Armstrong. “She’s 
been cheering us along so well from the sideline 
that it almost feels like she is still on the field with 
us.”
   “It was a big loss but we’ve done alright in the 
long run,” said Head Coach Mike Thomas. “Our 
league is a very physical one so we’ve had a few 
more injuries than we would have expected.”
“We’ve had big contributions from players such as 
Haley Silver, Hallie Taylor, Jackie Wojewoda, and 
Rachel Reem, which have all helped to fill the void 
of Afton’s loss,” added Thomas.
   The Maples first District game is at 7:00 PM on 

   The Seaholm Girls’ tennis team is preparing for a 
state title run. 
   The Maples had a thrilling comeback in grabbing 
first place at Regionals.
   “We were losing going into the last few matches,” 
said Jessica Miller. “We needed a couple of matches 
at the end.”
   The Maples look to pick up where they left off 
when they play in the State Finals at Jenison High 
School on Friday, May 30, and Saturday, May 31.
   The Maples took first at four singles, one doubles, 
and four doubles at Regionals.
   Sophomore Katie Frazier likes her team’s chanc-
es.
   “I think we are going to do really well,” said Fra-
zier. “I am excited for the challenge.”
   The Seaholm girls are looking to build on last 
season’s success, falling one point short of a State 
Title.
   “We almost won it last year,” said Coach Keith 
Bernacki. “I am excited to see how we do.”
   Seaholm, ranked seventh in Division Two as of 
May 19, 2008, faces some difficult odds in compet-
ing against top teams such as Forest Hills Northern, 

David Foreman
Staff Writer

Girls’ Tennis Ready to Serve Up States

Kickin’ it into Districts

May 27th at Seaholm, where they will duel it out 
with Pontiac Central.
   “Our team is definitely expecting to get out of the 
first round against Central,” said Delvecchio. “The 
big challenge will come when we have to face the 
winner of the Marian-Lahser matchup, who are 
both very good teams.”
   “If we can get through our Districts we have a 
good opportunity to finish well in the States, since 
our District is so strong,” said Thomas
    Considering the amount of nagging injuries the 
team has faced throughout the season, their 5-6-5 
record is deceiving.
   The team has a great junior class and it is esti-
mated that there will be roughly 18 seniors playing 
next year.
   With a strong returning class, combined with the 
senior captain duo of Afton Delvecchio and Dani-
elle Mueller, the team could be a force to be reck-
oned with in the playoffs.
   “We really believe we can make a run at this 
thing and I’m excited to see how well we perform 
in the pressure of the playoffs,” Armstrong said.
   “We’ve always had great team chemistry, and 
hopefully we can come together in order to win us 
a district title,” said Delvecchio. “That’s our ulti-
mate goal.”

Sophomore McCarthy 
Takes on Leadership Role

David Foreman
Staff Writer

   After plenty of rucks, mauls, and scrums, the 
Birmingham Buccaneers U19 regular season has 
come to an end.
   After last year’s team posted and undefeated re-
cord and ride to the state title this year’s relatively 
inexperienced roster hoped to fill their shoes, and 
that is exactly what they did.
   The team remained strong and finished with a 
6-1 record. Playing in Division 1 for the first time, 
the level of play was much more difficult.
   When facing Dexter, another undefeated team, 
the Buccaneers struggled and lost the game 15-0. 
   “We had high aspirations of being undefeated, 
to keep the undefeated legacy alive,” said Coach 
Brad Warner. “We took a tough loss to Dexter, it 
gives us a chance to learn from ourselves, and it 
builds character.”
   On Friday, May 9, the team traveled to Elkhart, 

Rugby Falls Short of Last Season
Alec Larry
Staff Writer

   Despite their hard fought efforts, the girl’s Var-
sity Water Polo team fell short their first game at 
districts against rival Groves by losing 4-10.
   During the weekend of May 9-10, the girls trav-
eled to Ann Arbor Pioneer High school, who host-
ed the East District water polo tournament. They 
welcomed nine teams to compete for the title of 
the district champion. The water polo team, head 
coached by Joe Scully, was ranked sixth in dis-
trict, played third ranked Groves. The girls lost to 
a strong Groves team, which ended their season. 
   “Even with districts I took this season as a period 
of growth and development for me as a player,” 
said sophomore Kyle McLain who was moved 
from Junior Varsity to Varsity in the midst of the 
season.
The water polo team’s captains, seniors Mari Gag-
nier, Julie Zimmerman, and Celia Bigelow, strong-

Despite Loss, Water Polo  
Season Ends on High Note 

Aidan Keenan
Staff Writer

Senior Jessica Miller and junior Chelsea Donlin high five during a doubles match.
Photo courtesy Jessica Miller

Seaholm’s seniors (from left) Leann Laverty, Danielle Mueller and Afton Delvecchio pose with 
their parents. Photo courtesy Afton Delvecchio

Lasher, Mercy, East Lansing, Okemos, and Lakev-
iew.
   “I don’t really mean to sound negative, but I am 
not really expecting us to finish first,” said Miller. 
“I think that a top five performance would be pretty 
cool.”
   Frazier believes that the key to success for the 
Seaholm girls is hard work.
   “We need to practice a lot,” said Frazier. “In match-
es, we need to play really, really, really hard.”
Frazier was very proud of the Maple’s performance 
at Regionals.
   “We played really well,” said Frazier. “It was cool 
how we had to comeback.”
   Coach Bernacki believes that the Maples pulled 
out a win despite not playing their best.
   “It definitely was not a perfect day,” said Ber-
nacki. “we needed some teammates to lift each other 
up, and really, that is what high school tennis is all 
about.”
   The girl’s team has a couple of tough tune-up 
matches to prepare them for states, traveling to DCD 
and hosting Cranbrook.
   “Those matches are going to help get us practice 
for states,” said Miller.

ly led their team through the spring. 
   In the regular season the lady Maples played a 
total of nine games and held an overall record of 
3-6. The water polo team played and won games 
against area high schools Troy Athens, Grand 
Blanc, and Ypsilanti. 
   In addition to the regular season games, the wa-
ter polo team traveled to three tournaments, the 
Ann Arbor New Player tournament, the Birming-
ham Groves tournament, and the Ann Arbor Hu-
ron tournament. 
   At the Birmingham Groves tournament, the girls 
experienced their highlight of the season. 
   “At that tournament, we had our first shutout,” 
said sophomore Franny Gagnier, “It was really 
exciting.”
   Although Districts may not have favored to-
wards the water polo team, the girls greatly en-
joyed their season.
   “Interesting, very fun, and overall the season 
was a rewarding experience,” said Gagnier.

Ryan Peck
Staff Writer

   “The size differential is definitely a factor,” Mc-
Carthy said. “It is important that I use my speed to 
get around bigger players.”
   “I would say that being only a sophomore, he has 
plenty of time to get bigger and stronger,” Martin 
said. “He definitely has to use his quickness, and he 
is a very skilled finisher”.
   BU captain Trevor Stapleton has also noticed 
McCarthy’s impact so far.
   “Matt is a really good young player,” Stapleton 
said. “I think next year he is going to be even bet-
ter.”
   McCarthy is very clear about the fact that his 
main focus is the success of the BU team.
   “I mainly just want us to win games,” McCarthy 
said. “As long as the team wins, it doesn’t really 
matter who scores and stuff like that.”
   Coach Martin echoes this virtue.
   “Matt is a total team player,” Martin said. “He 
will do whatever you ask him to do”.
   As for this year’s team, McCarthy believes a more 
humble mentality is going to serve them well.
   “We are a lot less cocky this year I think,” Mc-
Carthy said. “Our team motto is that we have some-
thing to prove.”

Indiana to participate in Midwest High School 
Championships, where they were ranked number 
one by MYRA (Michigan Youth Rugby Associa-
tion). After a poor showing, the Bucs went on to 
lose their first game to St. Edward, 28-10, and 
again lost to Dexter, 15-14.
   Overall, the Bucs finished 14th out of 16 tour-
nament teams, heading into the State playoffs on 
May 17.
    The Bucs exited relatively early, with a second 
round loss to Rockford.
    “We didn’t meet our goal of the state champions, 
but we played well,” said sophomore Max Koske-
la. “Next year we are wining the state.”
    Although the year is done they have learned a lot 
and became friends.
   “This season was great, I’m so glad I joined the 
team,” said senior Will Moeller. “Our team was 
full of friends, and we became family.  I wouldn’t 
give it up for anything.”

   The 2008 golf team is nearing the end of its sea-
son, but some golfers are going on to try to represent 
Seaholm and make an impact at Districts. 
   “We’re winning the matches we should be win-
ning, but there are a lot of hard teams out there,” 
said senior captain Sean Grant. 
   “It is more difficult this year because we moved 
up a division and we lost a lot of good seniors who 
graduated, but we’re still doing well,” said senior 
captain Evan Frederick.
   Though effort was in full swing, everyone’s per-
sonal scores seem to be more up and down.   
   “Personally, my scores fluctuate,” said Frederick. 
“I shot a thirty-five at Springdale, which is one over, 
but then another time for example, I’ll shoot a forty-
three.”
   “I haven’t done too badly. Sometimes I’ll have 
good days, and sometimes I’ll have bad days,” said 
sophomore J.C. Wilhelm.

   This year’s District team will be made up of senior 
Sean Grant, sophomores J.C. Willhelm and Cliff 
Williams, and freshmen Bradley White and Chris 
Milliken. 
   The team has dreams of placing at Regionals.
   “I think if we all play well we can make it to Re-
gionals,” said Willhelm.
   Though there may have been a few let-downs this 
season, the team sees 2009 with a positive outlook.
   “Next year they’ll be really good,” said Grant. 
“We have a lot of young talent.”
   “I think the team will be better.  They have a 
couple of the same good guys coming back,” added 
Frederick.  
   One name Frederick mentioned in particular was 
J.C. Wilhelm, who certainly proved himself as a 
sophomore on varsity.
   Not only does Wilhelm feel assured about next 
spring, he has high hopes for the distant future as 
well. 
   “My senior year will definitely be the best,” he 
said. 

Alexi Knock
Staff Writer

New Division, New Challenge

Interested in breaking news? Join the award-winning Highlander staff.
It’s not too late to see your counselor.
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   This year’s lacrosse season has been the true defi-
nition of a roller coaster.  They entered as defending 
state champions, started slow, picked up speed, had 
a disappointing finish at the biggest tournament of 
the year.  Now they’re now looking to finish off on a 
high note as repeat champions.
   “We lost a lot of seniors,” senior co-captain Al-
lison Brown said.  “At the beginning of the year, we 
struggled to adjust to each other.”
   After four games, the team was 0-3-1, including a 
loss to Grosse Pointe South and a tie to Okemos.
   “There was no panic after the slow start,” Brown 
said.  “We knew we could win, but we just had to 

fight through the challenges.”
   Head coach Jen Dunbar sensed that the team just 
needed to jell, so she just tried to play the waiting 
game until it happened.
   “The coaches did a great job to keep us motivated 
and the nervousness at ease,” Brown said.
   Once the team finally did come together, they ap-
peared unstoppable.  They went 8-1 in their next 
nine games, and all eight victories were by double 
digits.
   “I think we were able to turn the season around 
because of our motivation,” Brown said.  “We got 
better as players, we learned how to work together, 
and we learned how to win multiple games in a sin-
gle day.  We got together and said, ‘let’s take control 
of this,’ because we couldn’t just walk through the 
season.  After that, everyone did the little things and 

we went on a big streak.”
   With the streak at hand, the team was confident 
heading into the Midwest tournament, a tournament 
that the girls hoped to win for the first time of any 
team in Michigan.
   The team went 4-1, but they lost the first game, 
sending them to the back draw, which they won.
   “The first game was back and forth,” senior co-
captain Emmy Schiedt said.  “In the end we were 
down and we panicked.  The feeling of desperation 
caused us to lose composure, and we lost 9-8.”
  After that game, the girls felt as though little could 
be achieved from the tournament, but they played 
hard through the rest of the tournament.
  “We were really disappointed,” Scheidt said.  “Af-
ter the first game, we couldn’t achieve our goal, so 
we used the game as practice in all situations to help 

Mission: Repeat Championship

From One Stage to Another
   Seaholm all-state attackman John Piceu 
is looking forward to his next four years 
of Division I lacrosse at Hobart College.
   “Hobart recruited me and I really liked 
the campus,” said Piceu. “I felt at home 
there and my mom liked it. Corey’s also 
going there,” jokes Piceu. (Corey Kabot 
will be playing squash next year for Ho-
bart).  
   But Piceu’s post high school plans al-
most had to change. Just two weeks ago, 
on Piceu’s birthday, Hobart College’s 
board of trustees voted to reclassify itself 
from a Division I lacrosse program to a 
Division III program, taking away from 
their recruits the hard earned status as fu-
ture Division I lacrosse players. 
  “I was real bummed out,” expressed Pi-
ceu. “It happened on my birthday, which 
really sucked. I always wanted to play 
Division I and having that taken away 
sucks.”
   Being a primarily Division III institu-
tion, Hobart opted to play Division I in 
1995 after a dominant stretch in Division 
II and III. They produced 62 winning 
seasons and had a record of 624-321-20, 
winning 13 Division III championships 

and two division II championships.
   Hobart’s decision to opt to D III was 
based on the belief that they would be at 
a recruiting disadvantage over the next 
few years because they cannot offer ath-
letic scholarships.
   “Moving to Division III will level the 
playing field for recruitment and compe-
tition,” said Dave Deming head of the 
Hobart and William Smith board of trust-
ees. “College lacrosse is changing and 
not being able to offer scholarships puts 
us at a big disadvantage.”
   Even though Hobart cannot offer schol-
arships they are a top 15 program this 
season and are still able to attract top re-
cruits like Piceu.
   “They don’t give scholarships but they 
give grants. I got a half ride from grants 
so it’s like the same thing as a scholar-
ship,” said Piceu. 
   Piceu was contacted on Saturday, April 
26 via email informing him of the move. 
Piceu’s status as a Division I lacrosse 
player was up in the air and was in the 
hands of Hobart’s board of trustees. For 
the first time in his life he was not in con-
trol of his lacrosse career.  
   Hobart College faced days of severe 
scrutiny for the move and received mas-
sive quantities of disapproving mail and 
an outpouring of angry phone calls from 

alumni, parents and recruits. 
   We were humbled by the number of 
alumni who had written movingly about 
their own college experiences,” said 
Deming. “It immediately made us recon-
sider our decision.”
   Hobart College was prompted, less than 
a week after opting to Division III and 
informing every recruit that they would 
no longer be playing Division I lacrosse, 
to reverse the decision and stay a Divi-
sion I program. 
  “After listening to everyone’s perspec-
tives the board decided Hobart lacrosse 
should remain Division I”. said Deming
   “Hobart is staying D-I,” said Piceu. 
“I’m real glad because it’s like nothing 
changed. But everything really sucked 
for a little bit. I would have had to change 
my plans and look at other options”. 
   Piceu’s miserable experience was short 
lived. Piceu was thinking that he would 
either attend Drexel, a Division I one 
program in downtown Philadelphia, or 
Stony Brook a Division I program in 
New York, if Hobart had not reversed the 
decision.
   “Both places recruited me over the 
summer so I’d probably have to go walk 
on with no money,” said Piceu.
   Fortunately for Piceu, no other options 
are needed.  

    Ending the season 6-1 overall, being League 
Champions, and finally beating Groves has proved a 
successful season for Seaholm’s Track Team. 
   “We did really really well this year,” said junior 
distance runner Will Kane. 
Kane was one in four of the 800-meter relay runners 
who took home the first place title at the League 
meet. The relay also consisted of Harrison Gardner, 
Ted Howard, and Matt Sienkewitz. 
   Also keeping Seaholm on top of the scoreboard was 
senior Ted Howard, who single-handedly scored the 
boys thirty points at Leagues. 
Howard took first place in the 800-meter, 1600-me-
ter, and 3200-meter races.
   But the runners weren’t the only ones scoring big 
at Leagues.  
Junior Stephen Burke was named League Champion 
for the high-jump. Burke will be a top contender go-
ing into the regional meet and may even be a return-
ing member to the state team.  
   “Everything just seemed to fall into place for the 

Andrew Green
Deputy Sports Editor

Alexi Knock
Staff Writer

Senior lacrosse standout John Piceu heads to Hobart after rollercoaster college admissions process
Charlie Filips
Staff Writer

Senior John Piceu cradles the ball in a game earlier this season.
Photo courtesy John Piceu

us for the state tournament.”
   With the tournament now behind them, the team is 
now looking towards the state tournament to repeat 
as champions.
   “We feel really good heading into states,” senior 
co-captain Maddie Palmer said.  “The games against 
Marian and Grosse Pointe South will be big.”
   Big games bring big distractions, but if the team 
can handle those, they will have a great shot at re-
peating.
   “We are fired up for the tournament,” Scheidt 
said.  “If we can focus and keep our composure, we 
have a great shot at winning again.  We have a party 
planned for June 7, and we are confident that we will 
be having that party.”

league meet, so hopefully it will be the same for 
regionals,” Burke said.
   With the victory at Leagues under their belts, the 
team looks to be successful at the Regional Meet.
   “The girls got fourth at the League Meet and 
there are definitely people who are prepared to 
go to states,” said junior distance runner Lindsey 
Mandich. Girls track ended the season 3-2-1.
   “It will be difficult because we are division one 
now, but we have plenty of runners who can get 
good times and qualify for the state meet,” said 
Kane.
   But what will happen next year when the seniors 
are running off to college?
   “We have big holes to fill, but we have some 
good juniors,” said Coach Jeff Devantier. “Will 
Kane will continue to be tough to beat. Stephen 
Burke is another big one coming back.”
  “It’s definitely going to be tougher next year, but 
we have some great returning varsity runners,” 
said Kane
    “The girls will peak next year because most of 
our talent is underclassman,” Mandich said. “It’s 
going to be a fabulous year.”

Boys Set the Bar High

$13 Haircuts  
Walk-ins Welcome
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Congratulations Seaholm Award Winners!

Graphic by Chelsea Bada

550 Nick’s Place Succeeds in First Fundraiser

   For those who did not know Nick Gantner, he 
was one of the most generous, outgoing students at 
Seaholm and was loved by every person who met 
him.  There was not a single soul that Nick didn’t 
treat with his utmost respect.  He flew his dirt bike 
through the air, but was the funniest kid you would 
ever meet while he was on the ground.
   550 Nick’s Place is non-profit organization that 
was started by Seaholm seniors in memory of their 
best friend who passed away last year.  This student 
was loved dearly by everybody he met and touched 
the lives of hundreds of people.  After doctors pre-
dicted that he would only live for one year with his 
rare cancer, he defeated the odds and thrived for 6 
times that pursuing a life that nobody could imag-
ine.  This student was Nicholas Gantner and he was 
the strongest man that Seaholm High school will 
ever see.
   The objective of 550 Nick’s Place is to get teens 
and adolescents to talk about their problems and seek 

help from each other by talking.  The organization 
was started in memory of Nick and how he treated 
everyone that he met with respect.  Nick’s place be-
lieves this is how everybody should be treated and 
they would like this attitude to be lived on forever.
   You may be asking how the name was decided 
and who runs this unbelievable organization.  Nick’s 
mom, Kristen Kelsey, started the group with Nick’s 
closest friends including Luke Carnovale, Kyle 
Brown, Ronnie Kelsey, Adam Von Mach, A.J. Len-
do, Peter Grant, Mark Walters, and Chris Dyla.  
   “We needed some way to remember Nick and 
to show everybody the positive out look that Nick 
had on his beautiful life,” explained senior Lucas 
Carnovale.  “Especially since we are all moving all 
around the U.S.”
   550 was Nick’s dirt bike racing number, a shared 
hobby by all of the above students.  It was decided 
that this web site would be a “place” that represent-
ed “Nick’s” attitude towards his peers and his life.
   On May 18, 2008, 550 Nick’s Place held their very 
first fund raiser for the group at Beverly Park.  The 
purpose of holding the event was to get some money 

Chris Dyla
Staff Writer

together to really kick off the whole website.
   The event consisted of live bands which included 
Seaholm graduate, Tyler Bradley, and a non-stop 
raffle all day.  Along with this, there was an animal 
adoption, good food, and many games that had priz-
es for the ages.
   After a few weeks the group quickly grew from 
just Nick’s close friends to many people that loved 
Nick a lot and just wanted to be a part of a great 
organization.  All these various people planned for 
weeks to make sure that the whole event ran per-
fect.  Meetings were held almost every Wednesday 
for about 2 hours.
   The event was a complete success.  Everybody had 
a lot of fun while raising lots of money for a good 
cause.  The group raised $500 plus in donations, 
much of which is still being counted.
   “Not only did I have a lot of fun during the event, 
but it made me so happy to see all the support that 
we received to get this thing moving,” said Kelsey.
   Kelsey and Nick’s place members know that there 
were a lot of people that wanted to come but due 
to other obligation just could not make it.  If you 

550 Nick’s Place is non-profit organization that was started by Seaholm seniors in memory of their best friend who passed away last year.  It was decided that the website would be a “place” that repre-
sented “Nick’s” attitude towards his peers and his life.            Photo courtesy Andrew Green

are interested in helping there is more then one way 
that you can do this.  An easy way to do it is to sim-
ply send a check sent to the address on the website 
(550nicksplace.org), but money is not the only thing 
that this organization is looking for.
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