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part because of the 
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the full story see page 
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Without Merit?
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   “Honestly, the bill is de-
signed to destroy the teacher 
unions.” 
   That’s how Social Studies 
teacher Scott Craig describes 
House Bill 4625, with a seri-
ous expression and tone to 
match it. 
   The bill, known as the teach-
er performance bill, was intro-
duced to the Michigan House 
on April 24, 2013. As of press 
date the bill is still in the pro-
cess of getting through House 
committees. 
   The bill is designed to change 
the way teachers are paid 
throughout public schools in 
Michigan. 
   According to the proposed 
law, districts shall implement 
and maintain a method of 
compensation for its teach-
ers and school administrators 
that includes job performance 
and job accomplishments as a 
significant factor in determin-
ing compensation and addi-
tional compensation.  
   The bill also states that if a 
particular district has a cur-

rent collective bargaining 
agreement the new legislation 
would not take effect until the 
contacts are expired. 
   Birmingham teacher con-
tracts expire June 30 and 
if signed into law before a 
new contract is negotiated 
this could significantly affect 
teacher salaries next year. 
   Birmingham Education As-
sociation president Scott War-
row slammed the measure.
   “There aren’t any positives 
at all,” Warrow said. “It’s 
not meant to be positive, it’s 
meant to be a way to reduce 
teachers’ and admimistrators’ 
salaries.” 
   The bill was introduced by 
Republican representative 
Pete Lund of Shelby Town-
ship. Multiple attempts to 
reach Lund were unsuccessful 
by press time. 
   “We want to reward teachers 
who are good teachers, whose 
students learn and grow, and 
that’s what our goal is and 
that’s one of the things this bill 
will accomplish,” Lund said, 
in an interview with Mlive on 
May 12. 
   Mackinac Center for Pub-
lic Policy, also a conservative 
think tank, told The Highland-
er it applauded the bill. 
   “Ultimately merit pay is the 

most fair approach – it is fair 
for teachers who strive for ex-
cellence and make an impact 
on students; it is fair for stu-
dents who deserve those kinds 
of teachers; and it is fair to the 
taxpayers who support public 
schools and have a right to ex-
pect great results,” Ted O’Neil, 
Media Relations Manager for 
Mackinac Center for Public 
Policy said. 
   Evaluation will occur for both 
teachers and administrators, 
according to the bill, at least 
part of this evaluation will be 
based in part on data related 
student growth, as measured 
by assessments and other ob-
jective criteria. 
   While merit pay already ex-
ists as a tool in most public 
school districts in the state, 
including Birmingham, it’s a 
relatively small amount, less 
than $500 per teacher, ac-
cording to the Birmingham 
Education Association teacher 
contract. 
   Should this measure pass, 
the merit pay portion could 
increase significantly. 
   The bill, only three pages 
long, is still in its first draft. 
   Warrow said that this type 
of evaluation will put an un-
fair pressure on students if 
they know that their particular 

teacher’s salary is dependent 
on them. 
   Teachers could also experi-
ence an increased competition 
within their building for the 
most academically inclined 
students, according to War-
row. 
   “If this were implemented 
over a five year period of time 
most of our best teachers 
would either retire or leave the 
profession and do something 
else,” Craig said. 
   Part of teacher performance 
can be measured by standard-
ized assessments, including 
MME and AP testing, assess-
ments that are not developed 
or controlled locally. 
   “That would, first of all, de-
vote [teachers] to spend con-
siderable amount of time fo-
cusing on that test, whether 
it was good for students or 
not, because now they’ve tied 
[teacher] salary to this re-
sult,” Warrow said. “Second 
is those tests aren’t good mea-
surements by themselves of 
student growth and learning. 
They’re one time tests, they 
don’t measure growth. There-
fore it would be a misappro-
priation of dollars to suggest 
that’s a way to drive educa-
tion.” 

Taylor Wyllie
Managing	Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

Seaholm	Ranked	
Fifth	in	State

Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   Last month Seaholm was 
recognized by US News and 
World Report as the fifth best 
school in the state of Michi-
gan. 
   This ranking is primarily 
based off of the school’s Ad-
vanced Placement (AP) test 
scores, as well as graduation 
and attendance rate. 
   “It’s primarily ratio; AP, 
number of exams given, num-
ber of classes we offer and AP 
scores,” Principal Dee Lan-
caster said.  “So our average 
[AP score] is a 3.8 which is 
very, very high.” 
   Schools ranked above 
Seaholm included Internation-
al Academy (1), City Middle 
High School 
(2), Franken-
muth High 
School (3), 
and Grosse 
Pointe South 
High School 
(4). 
   Grosse 
Pointe South 
was the only 
n o n - m a g n e t 
school ranked 
higher than 
Seaholm. 
   “The Inter-
national Acad-
emy has an unfair advantage 
because they skim right off the 
top. They are part of us, part 
of Bloomfield, part of Troy. 
They pick who they want to 
go,” Lancaster said. “So even 
though they are public it’s a 
little different. So we may not 
never catch them but I think 
next year we could certainly 
move up on the list.” 
   According to the ranking, 
Seaholm was 89 percent pro-
ficient in reading and 86 per-
cent proficient in math. It did 
however claim that Seaholm 
only has 33 teachers teaching 
in the building. 
   “It came off the census data 
and we have corrected the 
census data because when last 
year when we were randomly 
selected to complete the full 

census data for Seaholm it 
came back as 33 and that is 
not what we reported. So we 
need to go back and fix both 
of them,” Lancaster said. 
“I’m going to guess our ra-
tio is probably 1:25 would be 
my guess, because they take 
classes like band that has huge 
number of students per class 
or PE where we are going to 
run it at 50 and that drives 
that average up.” 
   Groves high school was 
ranked 18 out of the 826 high 
schools in Michigan. 
   “I was happy to hear about 
[the ranking]. I’m proud 
of both Birmingham high 
schools, as any administra-
tor would be, but that doesn’t 
mean we can stop trying to 
improve,” Birmingham Super-
intendent Dr. Daniel Nerad 

said. “There is 
always room 
for improve-
ment.” 
   US News and 
World Report 
also ranks high 
schools on a 
national level. 
   “We are 385 
in the nation 
out of 21,000 
high schools, 
so that is very 
impress ive , ” 
Lancaster said. 
   Newsweek 

also does their own high 
school ranking.  The only dif-
ference between the two is that 
this requires administration 
to send in data and then they 
rank the school on a national 
level. Seaholm placed 419 out 
of the highlighted 2000 high 
schools. 
   The criteria for this rank-
ing is based on graduation 
rate (25 percent), college ac-
ceptance rate (25 percent), 
AP/IB/AICE tests taken per 
student (25 percent), average 
SAT/ACT scores (10 percent), 
average AP/IB/AICE scores 
(10 percent), and percent of 
students enrolled in at least 
one AP/IB/AICE course (5 
percent), according to the 
Newsweek website. 

Kathleen Davis
Editor-in-Chief	Web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

“I’m proud of both 

Birmingham high 

schools, as any 

administrator would be, 

but that doesn’t mean we 

can stop trying to im-

prove”

- Dr. Dan Nerad

BPS Superintendent

House Measure Would 
Link Teacher Pay With 
Student Performance; 
Teachers Say It’s Bad 
Policy
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After a May 2 assembly, held 
by administration, a slight air 
of confusion was left behind 
with the students in atten-
dance. Students were unsure 
what, exactly, the calendar 
spelled out for their last week 
of school.  
   On May 3, Principal Dee 
Lancaster clarified the plan 
with the Highlander.
   “Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday are normal school 
days,” Lancaster said. “Thurs-
day is CJ Barrymore’s, and 
then Friday is senior skip day.”
   A new addition to the last 
week for seniors is an all-ex-
penses paid trip to CJ Barry-

more’s Entertainment Center, 
located in Clinton Township.
   CJ Barrymore’s contains ac-
tivities such as bumper cars, a 
rock climbing wall, and an ar-
cade, according to their web-
site.  
   Seaholm’s administration 
has paid for the park in ad-
vance, and is allowing stu-
dents to attend free of charge. 
According to CJ Barrymore’s 
website, school field trips are 
16 dollars per student, making 
the trip more than a $4,000 
cost to the administration, not 
including the cost of bussing. 
   Not all students share the 
same attitude towards the off-
site “skip day” as administra-

Seniors	Headed	
Off	Site	Tomorrow

See	seniors/	Pg.	2

Believe it or not, this landscaping 
reflects a healthier environment. See 
why, on page 15.
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Nerad Strives to Move from Good to Great

KOM Looks to Improve
Esther Seawell
Staff Writer
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com

   Applications were turned 
in and mentors have been 
picked. The Kick Off Mentor 
(KOM) program for the 2013-
2014 is underway.
   The four teacher coordina-
tors and six incoming senior 
executive board members are 
working hard to make next 
year’s the best yet.
   “First year was really trying 
to get the ball rolling and it 
was semi-successful,” coor-
dinator Shannon Feliciano 
said. “Last year I know they 
really tried hard to pair men-
tors with freshman that had 
common interests. This year 
we took it a step further. We 
paired them with similar 
interests and gender.”
   Pairing mentors with fresh-
man of their gender helps 
ease the students and gives 
them a level of comfort.
   “If you’re a freshman boy 

are you really going to want to 
talk to a junior or senior girl?” 
Feliciano said. “They might 
be very guy specific issues and 
same with females.”
   In addition to deciding who 
the mentors are paired with, 
they are also trying to con-
tinue the program throughout 
the year.
   “My goal for the year is to 
keep the program as fun as 
it is at the beginning of the 

year,” junior executive board 
member Amanda Mazzoli 
said. “At the beginning we 
have training and kick off 
days which are tons of fun. 
After that we don’t have any 
more planned activities and 
the program tends to fizzle 
out.”
   To prevent that from hap-
pening, the executive board 
has come up with some ideas 
to spend more time together.

   “This year we are adding 
more outside of school activi-
ties to the program,” Maz-
zoli said. “We are planning a 
cookout for all the captains 
and a trip to airtime for all 
the mentors and mentees.”
   One of the main purposes 
of the KOM is to help the 
freshman feel included on a 
social level.
   “My favorite part of being in 
KOM was making the tran-
sition from being a mentor 
to my freshmen to actually 
becoming their friend,” Maz-
zoli said.

   To make better connec-

.

tion.
   “I’m sure it’s going to be fun, 
but I’m against the adminis-
tration trying to make senior 
skip day a school coordinated 
event,” senior Paul Kassab 
said. “The whole point of it is 
to have a day where we don’t 
feel repressed by the admin-
istration.”
   Senior Julie Fynke agrees.
   “I think the proposal of CJ 
Barrymore’s is somewhat in-
sulting to our maturity and 
shows a lack of respect to [the 
senior class],” Fynke said. 
“Seeing as though we’re ex-
pected to act as young adults.”
   Senior Patrick Blair takes a 
more positive approach to the 
trip.
   “I’m excited to have one last 
day with all the seniors,” Blair 
said. “Just to have the most 
fun as possible.”
   The seniors interested in 
participating in the trip will 
meet in the student park-
ing lot Thursday morning at 
9 AM, and board the busses 
from there. According to Lan-
caster, no seniors will be al-
lowed into the building after 
Wednesday.
   Students who chose not to 
participate must have a par-
ent sign them out for the day, 
and will receive an unexcused 
absence if they neglect to do 
so.

Seniors 
Cont. from page 1

Birmingham Public Schools Superintendent Dr. Daniel Nerad reflects on his 
first year with the district in an exclusive interview with the Highlander.

Strengths Challenges/Weaknesses
Community/ Parent Involvement:
“I’ve learned that people care a great deal about the school district as an or-
ganization. I have an opportunity to be a superintendent in a community that 
really supports its young people and their schools. I’ve also heard very spe-
cific things as well. For example, people view our academic programs as a key 
strength and the staff as a key asset. 
People value the parent involvement that exists in this district. If you peel back 
the research behind each of these things you see these are key qualities to a 
successful district. Parent involement fosters a good learning environment for 
young people. Parent involvement can take a variety of different 
forms, it doesn’t always have to be at a PTSA meeting, but we do 
have a strong PTSA network at the district and school levels. I 
believe what is here in parent involvement is really at envy in this 
country. The fact that there is such an organized structure here 
and support for each of the schools shows that the community 
really puts their arms around kids. If you look at academic pro-
grams, that is our mission here as a district, the research shows 
that what happens in the classroom matters first and most.”

Facilities:
“People view our facilities as being very strong….We’ve been 
involved in a study this year to look at our enrollment projections 
and whether or not there is enough capacity in our schools. The 
main areas of concern are a couple of elementary schools and 
we’re monitoring them very closely with short term plans and 
long term plans. That work isn’t done yet. We have very, very good facilities 
here. There is always a conversation about the learning environment to make 
sure they’re the right kind of places to have these 21st century skills taught in. 
Often times you can alter interiors of buildings, I’m not talking about major 
renovations, just to make sure people have the right type of learning environ-
ment.”
 
Diversity of the Student Body:
“One thing that came out as a theme is that the diversity of our student body 
is an asset. That resonates very well with me. The world that today’s young 
people will inherit from the adults is a world of vast differences. By the fact 
that we have increasing diversity of all types in the school district, there is a 
view that that will give our young people a leg up in moving into their future.”

Diversity of the Staff:
“While the diversity of our students was viewed as an asset, the diversity 
of our staff was viewed as a short coming, that we’re not as diverse as we 
possibly could be. One of the things I’m doing with our human resources 
department is to have conversations amount our hiring and diversity to en-
sure that we do have a good mix of people on the adult level interacting with 
students. When every student can see themselves in their learning environ-
ment, they can progress that much better. Everyone needs a role model.” 
 

Special Education:
“Concerns about our special education program were also 
brought up, in a couple different ways, one concern was how 
we are serving our youngest kids in the school district and 
another was the IEP process. Every student in the special edu-
cation program has to have an individual education plan and 
there were some concerns with how that was working.” 
 
Achievement Gaps:
“A third aspect that was mentioned was that while we have 
overall excellence in achievement, there are achievement 
gaps. Our students of color, our students with disabilities, and 
low-income kids have achieving gaps in their overall achieve-
ment. I was glad that was illuminated because when you look 
at the Birmingham Public Schools average scores, we do very 

well. But when you start pulling out specific groups, which the federal No 
Child Left Behind law mandates, there are areas where we need to have a 
clear focus. I think we should look to manage and lead around that going 
forward. This doesn’t have to be an either or phenomena and it doesn’t have 
to be a zero sum game. What I mean by this is that we advance learning for 
every student in the district at the same time. For example, if you’re profi-
cient, the goal should be advanced proficiency so that you’re never where 
you need to be. So no matter where our students are in their learning, we 
can advance it while illuminating these achievement gaps. It’s not an either/
or, it’s a both/and.”

Reporting by Kelly Martinek and Kendall Hitch

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
This year’s group of KOM teacher coordinators and execu-
tive board members wants to keep the strengths of past 
years while adding new fun features to the program.

Birmingham Public Schools 
Central Administrators will 
be moving to a new building 
on June 7, according to the 
Director of Community Rela-
tions Marcia Wilkinson.
   The current board office, 
located at 550 West Merrill 
in downtown Birmingham, 
sold for two million dollars to 
Merrill Street Investments, 
LLC on October 16, 2012.  The 
tentative closing date is June 
10, 2013.
   The BPS Education and 
Administration Center will be 
the name of the new build-
ing on the grounds of Groves 
High School.
   “It will be located at 31301 
Evergreen Rd. in Beverly 
Hills,” said Wilkinson. “This 
is the site of the former Bir-
mingham Conference Center 
and is attached to Groves 
High School. There has been 
some remodeling done to 
accommodate the different 
departments. The footprint 
of the space has not changed 
and many areas remain the 
same.”
   The square footage of the 
current and new buildings 

is approximately the same. 
However, the current build-
ing has 20,000 square feet 
of administrative offices and 
the new building has 10,000 
square feet of administrative 
offices with 10,000 square 
feet of remaining conference 
center space.
   The Board approved im-
provements to the new build-
ing including interior renova-
tions, audio visual systems, 
structured cabling, exterior 
driveway, and an audio vi-
sual system which adds up to 
$677,434.
   Paul DeAngelis, the Deputy 
Superintendent for Educa-
tional Services said changing 
buildings is a good idea.
    “The move to new offices 
is very much a positive step 
for the District,” he said. “The 
sale of the current Admin-
istration Building will pro-
vide money to fund capital 
projects for the District next 
year. The new space will be 
a better work and learning 
environment. To the latter, 
the professional development 
spaces will allow for greater 
numbers of participants, 
more flexibility in scheduling, 
and – as important – better 
aesthetics.”

Molly Force
Student Life Editor
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

Admin Relocates

tions, the executive board is 
trying to decrease the ratio of 
freshman to their mentor.

   “Next year's program will 
have a lot more people,” 
junior executive board 
member Casey Board said.              
“There were so many great 
applications turned in, and 
there'll be a lot of great men-
tors.”
   To help prepare the new 
mentors to the coming year, 
the executive board set up 
Training Day. Training Day 
consists of team building 
activities which are instruc-
tional and help the mentors 
bond. 
   “Training day is a chance 
for all the mentors to get to 
know more about the pro-
gram and get to know more 
about what it means to be a 
mentor and it means to get 
your freshman involved,” 
junior executive board mem-
ber Kendall Spina said. “You 
get to learn a lot about what 
you’re doing and learn about 
a lot about the other men-
tors.”

“This year we are 
adding more outside 
of school activities to 

the program”

- Amanda 
Mazzoli

News 
Briefs 

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
sponsored, content and production is student directed 
and not subject to prior review. Our aim is to provide 
an accurate report and a free exchange of viewpoints 
in relation to interests and concerns that affect the 
Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room G107, Seaholm 
High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
viewpoint of the majority of the staff. Students are free 
to express opinions and guest editorials are welcomed. 
All such editorials and other features will be attributed 
to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes all 
opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback from 
the Seaholm community. We request all letters be sent 
to: tips@seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in person 

to room G107 or mailed to the following address: 
The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the Highlander 
maintains the right to edit all letters for the sake of 
brevity. All letters must be attributed by name to 
be considered for publication. The final decision of 
whether the material is to be published will be left up 
to the editorial board.
Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally protected 
expression. The Highlander may accept advertising. 
Acceptance or rejection of advertising is within 
purview of the publication staff, which may accept 
any ads except those for products or services that are 
illegal for all students. Ads for political candidates and 
ballot issues may be accepted; however the community 
is encouraged to solicit ads from all sides.
Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
Highlander is committed to covering all issues 

Ernest W. Seaholm Highlander
objectively, without bias, with an acute attention to detail. 
Factual errors will be corrected for reader clarification in 
the following issue. If we have erred, please let us know.
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MaMo 
Achieves
 Academically  
The varsity Maple Motion 
team became the first sports 
team in school history to 
have every member be named 
a Scholar Athlete.  Every 
member of the Maple Motion 
team achieved a GPA of 3.50 
or higher and the entire team 
was invited to be honored at 
the Tuesday, May 21 board 
meeting.

Forensics 
7th in State
The Seaholm forensics team 
attended the state tourna-
ment from Friday May 3 to 
Saturday May 4. After two 
days of competition the team 
ended up ranking seventh in 
the state. This is one place 
behind their ranking last 
year. There were a total of 
six finalists and six semi-
finalists. The highest placing 
was recieved by sophomore 
Erin Blackwell. Erin recieved 
third place in the  story tell-
ing category
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Ranking Isn’t 
Everything

5 Things You Need to Know About: Applying to College
While this year’s seniors get ready to graduate and move on to colleges around the country, the Highlander has compiled a few tips and 

tricks for next year’s seniors during their own application process.  Here are five ideas.

Content by Meghan Flynn
Graphics by Ben Bishop
Tips provided by seniors Elaina 
Brown and Lexie Hamilton

Staff Editorial
   Seaholm was recently named the fifth best 
high school in Michigan by the US News and 
World Report’s high school rankings, and a 
great deal of credit goes to the community, 
administration, students and, especially, 
teachers. 
   The school was ranked based on good ACT 
scores, which indicate a high rate of college 
readiness, high math and reading proficien-
cies, and a relatively low student to teacher 
ratio.  All of this deserves to be celebrated.
   Still, as great of an honor as this ranking is, 
Seaholm has a long way to go.  
   As Birmingham Public Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Daniel Nerad told the Highlander, 
“[Seaholm and Groves] are both comparing 
very well to other high schools around the 
country… at the same time, we can’t afford to 
rest on our laurels.”
   It is important to keep in mind that all of 

these factors are averages.  They indicate 
that, overall, Seaholm students score well in 
all of these areas, but they overlook signifi-
cant achievement gaps in different groups of 
students.
   “While we have overall excellence in 
achievement, there are also achievement 
gaps,” Nerad said.  “Our students of color, 
particularly our African American students, 
our students with disabilities and, while we 
have a low number and percentage of low-in-
come students, we are seeing disproportion-
ate gaps in their achievement as well.”
   According to Nerad, we the school must 
focus on “advancing learning for all students, 
eliminating achievement gaps for some stu-
dents.”
   Last year, Seaholm didn’t even make the 
World Report’s top ten high schools in the 
state.  It’s difficult to argue, though, that the 
school environment feels any different now 
that we’ve earned a top spot.
   A fifth place ranking cannot claim to impact 
the day-to-day life of students or the chal-
lenges they face at school every day.  While it 
encompasses test scores and minority enroll-
ment, it doesn’t address bullying, financial 
disadvantages, or student involvement.  
   Recent initiatives have worked to address 
these issues, and that’s a good start- because 
no matter how well Seaholm is regarded in 
the state, or country, the school will never 
be finished improving, especially as long as 
these achievement gaps exist in the student 
body.  Administrators cannot solely focus on 
upping our ranking as a school; they must 
also work to improve the daily experience of 
each and every student in the building.

As great of an honor as this 
ranking is, Seaholm has a 

long way to go. 

Senior Skip Day
A Pointless Tradition

COUNTER-POINT: 

   Senior skip day is a pointless tradition.  It 
tends to occur at the end of the year, a time 
when most seniors should be trying to finish 
their high school career strong.  Instead, “se-
nioritis” kicks in and many decide to simply 
stop trying.
   Last year, along with skip day, the senior 
class took part in senior pranks, many of 
which were harmful.  From releasing smoke 
bombs in the stairwell to dumping oil in the 
halls, the pranks from past seniors haven’t 
exactly been productive. 
   As a result of this tendency in the school’s 
senior students, the administration is taking 
an admirable approach to prevent this event 
from occurring again this year: giving seniors 
an organized skip day.
   This seems like a somewhat confusing solu-
tion- few area schools have even attempted 
this- but after all of the problems of previous 
years, this is really an excellent approach.
   According to Principal Dee Lancaster, the 
school is paying for the entire senior class 
to have a free day on May 23rd at CJ Barry-
more’s, an amusement park located in Clin-
ton Township.  Along with this, all seniors 
have the 24th off as well, effectively making 
Wednesday the 22nd the last school day of 
their high school career.
   Why is this an issue for so many people?  
It’s not. Or at least it really shouldn’t be.  Is 
a free, district board approved, day off from 
school really that big of an issue?
   The problem most seniors seem to have 
relates to the consequences they’d receive by 
skipping class (this event does not count as 
a skipped class) or taking part in any senior 
pranks.  Seniors who are marked absent, 
without being excused, during the last few 
days of school must take every one of their 
finals.  If they participate in any pranks, they 
can’t walk the stage at graduation, can’t at-
tend senior dinner, and they can’t attend the 
senior all night party.
   This is not excessive; it really is rather rea-
sonable. After all, the administration is giving 
all seniors two extra days off anyway; there 
shouldn’t be any reason for seniors to need 
skip another day.
   From a teacher’s standpoint, when a regular 
senior skip day occurs, they have to plan a 
lesson for the class that, if most their class 
is absent, they can no longer teach.  Having 
the administration take that duty over makes 
their lives a lot easier.  This way, teachers 
know for certain when the seniors will not be 
there for class and don’t have wasted lessons 
and wasted time for students who do attend 
class.
   Sure, the skip day may not feel the same 
since the school is allowing it.  Would that 
really count as a “skip” day to most students?  
Probably not.  But the end result is still the 
same: seniors don’t go to school that day.  So 
are senior students overreacting a little to the 
administration’s plan for dealing with senior 
skip day? Yes. Yes, they are.

Chris Browne
Staff Writer
cbrowne@seaholmhighlander.com

The Cherry on Top
POINT: 

Caroline Filips
Staff Writer
cfilips@seaholmhighlander.com

   As the school year comes to a close, the 
maturity of the senior class is questioned.  
What’s forgotten about seniors is they’re not 
just seniors; they’re also freshmen, sopho-
mores, and juniors- they’ve been through it 
all.  High school is ending and they deserve 
every chance they get to celebrate.
   Seniors are given many chances to cel-
ebrate, but these are often organized and 
sponsored by administration.  What better 
way to celebrate the end of your K-12 educa-
tion than a class-wide day off?  Senior skip 
day is the final cherry on top of inevitable 
“senioritis”. 
   This year, the school has organized and 
paid for the senior class to spend the day at 
CJ Barrymore’s on May 23rd, and to spend 
the next day, May 24th, off from school. Es-
sentially, the school has organized the annual 
“senior skip day”. 
   This technically grants seniors only one 
free day, during which they can choose what 
to do.  The administration-created class skip 
day at a local amusement park is a weak sub-
stitution for the usual senior free day.  

                

Sure, the administration advises students 
to attend every day of school possible, but is 
there even a purpose this close to the end of 
the year, especially for seniors?  What’s the 
purpose of senior skip day if no freedom is 
granted to seniors in the process? 
   As in years past, the administration is 
maintaining consequences for seniors ac-
cumulating unexcused absences at the end 
of the year.  Seniors who choose to be absent 
from a class without being excused must take 
that class’ final, mainly in response to last 
year’s seniors’ abuse of their end-of-the-year 
freedom and privileges.
   But how is this fair to this year’s senior 
class?  They should be allowed one day off of 
school, as it’s not only a highly-anticipated 
senior tradition, but also expected by stu-
dents and staff alike.  
   More often than not, seniors just want to 
move on with their lives and flee to college.  
Freedom is on their minds; just let them 
bask in the glory of their accomplishments.  
Senior skip day is not only a commonality at 
Seaholm, but schools throughout the country 
as well.  
   Tradition is tradition for a reason, and 
creating new ones such as an organized skip 
day is uncalled for.  Seniors deserve special 
privileges- above all, their own version of 
“Ferris Bueller’s Day Off.” 

Learning 
“iMatter”

   I matter: those words can be hard to say out 
loud. 
   With teachers, counselors, and even par-
ents drilling children with the importance of 
empathizing, community service and under-
standing you can’t always get what you want, 
learning to say and think “I matter” can slip 
through the cracks. 
   Sure, it’s important to understand and help 
others, but that starts with accepting one’s 
self. If children are taught to only think of 
their peers, they are left to grow up lacking 
self-worth. 
   That’s where the elementary school pro-
gram iMatter comes in. 
   I had the opportunity to work as an iMat-
ter mentor throughout the 2012/2013 year, 
working with 4th and 5th graders on charac-
ter education. I can honestly say the experi-
ence was more valuable for both me and 
the community than if I had chosen to wash 
dishes or clean up parks for volunteer hours. 
   When I met the two girls I would spend 
eight consecutive Tuesdays with, I saw two 
blonde, talkative 10 year olds who hadn’t a 
care in the world. It really wasn’t until week 
two or three when I realized that was just 
one side of their personalities. Like any other 
person in the world, these girls had problems 
with family and friends, stressors and wor-
ries. 
   On one particular Tuesday, midway 
through the session, one of my girls came to 
me crying, her voice stuck behind tears. It 
broke my heart to hear her cry, but, in a way 
it also warmed it.  I knew then that she was 
starting to trust me, and to understand that 
her feelings mattered. We were able to talk it 
over, she was able to accept my help, and we 
solved the problem and moved on. At age 11, 
she handled a stressful situation better than 
some adults I know. 
   That’s what the program is all about, really, 
learning how to handle situations in “the real 
world” better than those who are currently 
living in it. Through talking, workbooks and 
fun games, the girls and all the other children 
there learned about teamwork, about keep-
ing friends close, about communication and 
about themselves. 
   They weren’t the only ones though. Help-
ing the kids work through hypothetical and 
real situations, chatting with them about 
their crushes and their futures, I learned a 
little something about myself. Their positive 
outlook on the world changed my own; get-
ting to see their growth as they applied these 
principals made me look to my own life and 
made me see how I could change my habits 
to get what I needed. 
   Becoming an iMatter mentor was one of the 
greatest decisions I made during my senior 
year, and something I suggest for everyone. 
Not only does it make a difference in chil-
dren’s lives, letting them know that they 
matter, but it also makes a difference in your 
own. 

Taylor Wyllie
Managing Print Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com
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Glitzy ‘Gatsby’ A Wild Ride

PHOTO: COURTESY OF WARNER BROS. PICTURES

(L-r) ELIZABETH DEBICKI as Jordan Baker and TOBEY MAGUIRE as Nick Carraway in Warner Bros. Pictures’ and Vil-
lage Roadshow Pictures’ drama “THE GREAT GATSBY,” a Warner Bros. Pictures release.

   The Great Gatsby is Hollywood’s sixth attempt to capture, 
on screen, the magic that author F. Scott Fitzgerald painted 
with words in the 1925 classic of the same name.  And it feels 
like they’ve finally gotten it right.  Gatsby stays true to Fitzger-
ald’s original text, while still promising enough updates to 
keep moviegoers engaged in the story, even if they already 
know it by heart.
   Gatsby tells the story of the mysterious Jay Gatsby (Leonar-
do DiCaprio, Inception), as told through the eyes of his neigh-
bor, Nick Carraway (Tobey Maguire, Spiderman).  The movie 

opens in New York’s West Egg in the summer of 1922.  Car-
raway, a Yale graduate and a World War I veteran, has moved 
to New York to try his hand at the bond business.  One day, he 
receives an invitation to attend one of Gatsby’s famous par-
ties. There he meets the man behind the countless rumors- an 
extraordinarily wealthy business man, war hero, and “Oxford 
Man.”  Slowly he finds himself befriending Gatsby and being 
lured into his world, where he is privy to countless secrets, 
hidden for years behind the lights and laughter of Gatsby’s 
West Egg parties. 
   DiCaprio’s performance is outstanding, capturing every part 
of the complex Jay Gatsby.  He doesn’t simply play the wealthy 
business man; he plays the flawed human being beneath the 

self-made persona.  Tobey Maguire also plays a convincing 
Nick Carraway, a man “within and without” the world that the 
likes of Gatsby call home. 
   Director Baz Luhrmann (Moulin Rouge!) took a risk with 
this one, putting his own spin on the well known story.  
Luhrmann may face the wrath of millions of shocked fans of 
the classic novel for his choice to frame Carraway’s narration 
in a new and distinctive way but, regardless, the twist seemed 
to work. 
   What diehard fans of the novel won’t complain about it is 
the consistent preservation of many of Fitzgerald’s beloved 
words in the screenplay.  One particular exchange between 
Gatsby and Carraway- in which Carraway says that you “can’t 
repeat the past,” while Gatsby argues “of course you can,”- is 
kept in its entirety, among other quotes from the book.   
   The 1920’s period piece feels fresh thanks to the incorpora-
tion of current music, Baz Luhrmann style.  A trademark of 
the director, this unique style is also seen in Luhrmann’s Mou-
lin Rouge! and Romeo & Juliet.  In the film’s opening scene, 
clips of 1920’s Wall Street are stitched together with Jay-Z’s 
No Church in the Wild playing in the background, and it all 
flows together seamlessly.  Other artists who showcased their 
talent on the soundtrack include Florence + the Machine, Jack 
White, Lana Del Rey, and Beyoncé, and each of them seems to 
fit perfectly into the glamorous world of the Jazz Age.
   The only questionable choice was filming the movie in 3D.  
The visual gimmick did not take away from the experience, 
but it didn’t seem to add much to it either.  It really isn’t worth 
a premium ticket price to have DiCaprio’s face feel a little bit 
closer to you, or for the confetti at his parties to rain inches 
nearer to your head.
   But Luhrmann’s distinctive directing style, along with an 
A-List cast and a loyalty to the story make The Great Gatsby 
both a great film and a great interpretation of the novel.  This 
fresh take on a beloved classic is well worth the price of a 
ticket.
   3.5 stars out of 4. MPAA rating PG-13.  Running time 143 
minutes.

Kelly Martinek
Opinion Editor
kmartinek@seaholmhighlander.com

   Close calls, big action, laughs and even the 
foxy Zoe Saldana speaking Klingon-any Trek-
kie’s fantasy-  give “Star Trek: Into Darkness” 
the classic Starship Enterprise excitement to 
please both the original and a new generation 
of fans.
   Director J.J. Abrams (“Super 8”, “Mission 
Impossible 3”) creates a visually stunning 3D 
galactic adventure in this enjoyable sequel to 
2009’s Star Trek remake. 
   Abrams has managed to gain control of most 
of the power-nerd market, directing both the 
Star Trek remakes as well as the new “Star 
Wars Episode 7”.  His “Star” monopoly is 
sure to bring in the big bucks, but has caused 
many Trek and Wars fans alike to fret over 
whether the legend of lens flare will ruin the 
fundamental schism between the completely 
separate epics.
   But ease up fellow fanboys, for this franchise 
is in good hands.
   But I digress. In his flashy addition to the 
Star Trek saga, the 1982 Star Trek II: The 
Wrath of Kahn is brought to life with enough 
twists to make it fresh.  The young, charming 
Captain Kirk played by Chris Pine (“Unstop-
pable”) teams up with the robotic Spock, 
played by Zachary Quinto to take down the 
most dangerous enemy the Star Fleet has ever 

encountered, , Kahn (Benedict Cumberbatch), 
all while trying to prevent an intergalactic 
war.
   Cumberbatch (“War Horse”) plays this elitist 
diabolical villain beautifully.  Another note-
worthy performance was had by actor Simon 
Pegg (“Hot Fuzz”) who played Scotty, the love-
ably quirky Enterprise engineer.
   As Kirk struggles to become the captain 
that he was born to be, he finds himself torn 
between his thirst for revenge and keeping 
his crew safe.  He must rely on his crew and 
his friends to survive the Enterprise’s biggest 
mission yet.
   The fans of the originals can enjoy the 
familiar rigidity of Spock, Dr. McCoy’s never-
ending sarcasm, Kahn’s ruthlessness, and 
Kirk’s flirtatious wit.  While the new fans, like 
myself, can enjoy an unseen story line with 
superb special effects.
   Even with everything the movie had going 
for it, at times Into Darkness seemed more 
like an after school special than a space thrill 
ride.  Between monologues about friendship 
and the oh so cheesy two hands pressed up 
against opposite sides of a window giving each 
other the “live long and prosper” hand sign 
the movie did appear trite at times.
   But that is one of Star Trek’s greatest at-
tributes.  Each galactic alien adventure has 
a theme that makes it more relatable to us 
humans on earth, and perhaps this cheesy 

exterior is just Abram’s take on a Star Trek 
take home-lesson.
   If you consider yourself a Trekkie, a sucker 
for some good old fashioned space excitement 
or even just someone who appreciates special 

David Granadier
Sports Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

effects and 3D, go see “Star Trek: Into Dark-
ness.”  Abrams’ revival of one of television’s 
greatest legacies won’t disappoint.
   3 stars out of 4.  MPAA rating PG-13.  Run-
ning time 132 minutes.

Second ‘Star Trek’ Won’t Disappoint

Photo By Zade Rosenthal
Chris Pine (front right) is Kirk in STAR TREK INTO DARKNESS from Paramount Pictures 
and Skydance Productions.© 2013 Paramount Pictures. All Rights Reserved.

Committing to Character Education
   For years, the Birmingham Public School 

district has prided itself on its 
character education efforts. 
   There is even a tab on the 
Birmingham Public Schools 
web page designated to the 
districts character education 
accomplishments. 
   According to the web site, 
character education is a “cor-

nerstone” of Birmingham Public Schools.
   But does a community of character really 

exist in the eyes of Seaholm students? 
   While most of Birmingham’s elementary 
schools boast a list of 5-6 national character 
education awards, Seaholm scrapes by with 
one promising practice award from 2011.    
   Current character education plans, proposed 
at the May 7 board of education meeting, in-
clude incorporating character education into 
health class curriculum. 
   While this is a descent proposal, character 
education cannot be fully effective unless it is 
introduced to students on a daily basis.
   Birmingham’s approach to character educa-
tion should start in kindergarten and become 
an integral part of the curriculum throughout 

every grade level. 
   Health class in Birmingham high schools 
typically occurs in seventh and eleventh 
grades. If the goal is to create a community of 
character, it is necessary to have more than 
two classes within a four-year span.
   If students can barely remember what they 
did at the beginning of the trimester, they are 
certainly not going to retain 
information from seventh 
grade throughout their high 
school careers. 
   Senior Sarah Levett feels 
that character education 
has been completely absent 
throughout her time at 
Birmingham public schools. 
   “Uhh, what character 
education program?” Levett 
said. 
   While the halls echoed 
with positive community-
building messages in the 
few days following Chal-
lenge Day, all was, essen-
tially, lost after two weeks. 
   Conversations went from 
“I really liked learning 
about people I barely knew” 
back to “Yeah, that’s so gay” in the matter of a 
week.  And after two weeks had passed, it was 
like nothing had ever happened.
   This quick change in attitude only proves the 
need for a constant focus on character educa-
tion throughout the school year and through-
out a student’s educational career.
   This change is possible. Obviously everyday 

cannot be Challenge Day, but character educa-
tion could become a part of the classroom 
setting. 
   It’s true that high school curriculum is inten-
sive and requires a ton of focus, but if change 
is truly a priority, character education is going 
to require this same kind of focus. 
   This could include a weekly grade-wide as-

sembly that offers discus-
sion groups with students 
and teachers. 
   Although this would 
require using valuable class 
time, something like this 
would accomplish exactly 
what the district wishes to 
move towards, a true sense 
of community between 
everyone who is part of the 
Birmingham Public School 
district.
   Discussion groups would 
also introduce students 
to people they may not 
normally converse with. 
Although awkward at first, 
this forces students into 
interacting with different 
types of people in an open 

setting.
   More than anything, repetition has been 
proven to form habits. 
   If these open dialogue groups become an 
integral part of the Seaholm schedule, being 
open minded and socializing in daily life are 
bound to become habits of Seaholm students. 

Kendall Hitch
News Editor
kchitch@seaholmhighlander.com
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What will you miss most about the Class of 2013?

“I will miss the fun times 
we had.”  

-Junior Caitlin DeLuca

“They’re really funny.”  
-Sophomore

 Daria Lenderman 

“Having fun with the guys 
on the football team.”  

-Sophomore 
Nick Lanfear

“I have a good amount of 
friends in that class and it 
will be weird to see them 
gone.”  

-Junior Ryan Glavin

Man on the Street:
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  “I just want someone to get along 
with,” said senior Sarah Levett. 
   She leaned forward at her desk, 
thinking of her future at Kalama-
zoo college and the possibilities 
of who her future roommate could 
be. 
   “I’m easy to get along with,” she 
said. “I’m cooperative.” 
   Levett as a Seaholm senior, is 
one of tens of thousands incoming 
freshman who are all wondering 
the same thing: how will I find the 
perfect roommate for me? 
   According to Director of Com-
munications at the University of 
Michigan, Peter Logan, finding 
the perfect roommate is not too 
uncommon.
   “The whole roommate process goes better than 
most people would expect,” Logan said.
   Resident Education Leader at the University of 
Michigan, Julie Leos, agrees. 
    “There are roommate conflicts but there are also 
a lot of success stories that we’ve seen,” Leos said.  
   However when conflicts do arise it is usually com-
mon place disputes over things like cleanliness. 
   “I can be neat when someone else is neat and I 
can be messy when someone else is messy,” Levett 
said. 
   Contrary to Levett’s opinion, students have to be 
willing to compromise and settle their differences 
in order to have the best blind-roommate experi-
ence possible.
   “It’s really important for students to try to learn 
how to resolve differences and learn how to deal 
with other people in a larger community,” Logan 
said.
   Seaholm graduate Kelsey Jones, who roomed 
blind her freshmen year, agrees.
   “It’s important to make boundaries with your 
roommate,” Jones said.  “But make sure they’re 
flexible and work for the both of you.”
   For students who do not want to room completely 
blind, colleges provide roommate surveys and chat 
groups.
   University of Michigan has students who room 
blind take a survey in order to pair the students with 
those who have similar interests and values.  Find-
ing the best match ahead of time helps make for the 
least amount of conflicts possible.
   Students take the survey and also have the option 

Blind Faith: Finding the Right Roommate
Sam Jones
Staff Writer
sjones@seaholmhighlander.com

to join groups on social media, such as Facebook, 
to look at roommate options.  Through looking at 
other incoming students’ profiles and chatting with 
them on social medias, one is able to determine a 
roommate that best suits them.
   This process seems to work well for incoming 
students.
   “There are people who remain friends for a really 
long time, throughout their life,” Julie said.  “They 
become best friends.”
   Jones, who will be a junior at Auburn university 
in the fall, suggests rooming blind over choosing to 
room with a friend.
   “I had a bad experience with rooming with a 
friend,” Jones said.  “Yet I had a positive experi-
ence with rooming blind and I would recommend 
to anyone looking to meet new people.”
   There is hope for anyone looking to room blind.  
And according to Jones, there is proven success
    However, if students find their roommate relation-
ship being troubled by living disputes, those issues 
can always be resolved given the correct mindset. 
   “Common problems are all things that can be 
solved,” Leos said.  “They just need to be talked 
about.”
  These discussions can be mediated by the dorm’s 
Resident Assistants.  
   “We have to come in and say, well what is actually 
at the root of the problem,” Leos said.  “And is there 
something we can repair within this relationship so 
you’ll be able to make it through the end of the year 
successfully with this other person.”
   Students should go into the rooming-blind process 
open minded in order to ensure the best results.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito

By selecting to room blind, students will go into college with-
out knowing their roommate.

   With a “neo-punk-wave-
post-grunge-psychedelic-
trash” vibe and sublime ef-
fects, Chloe Hajjar creates her 
own unique visions.
    Hajjar, a junior, created a 
website, chlojar.com that is 
filled with her projects and 
artwork. 
   “It is basically a website to 
promote my artwork and for 
other people to find it easily 
and cycle throughout the in-
ternet,” Hajjar said. 
    Chlojar.com is currently 
under construction, but has 
three photos online so far. The 
first is an electric purple hand 
with eyes on each fingertip. 
The hand pops of a bright blue 
background to create and eye 
catching scene. The second, 
with 58 likes, is a beaming blue 
man with smoke flowing out of 
both his eyes and mouth. The 
most recent is a girl with ee-
rie green skin and technicolor 
hair with lips as eyes. 
   Hajjar has had a fascina-
tion with art since she was a 
child, even creating her own 
YouTube channel filled of her 
own music videos. The most 
popular was her own version 
of “The Harold Song” which 
brought in 26,196 views. 
   “I’m interested in taking pho-
tographs and manipulating 
them by overlapping images 
and creating surreal effects,” 
Hajjar said. 
   Hajjar is currently working 
on two projects, one is a series 
of projects and the other is 
based off processed foods. 
   She is thinking of taking 
her website and artwork to 
the next level. Along with the 
stickers and photographs, she 
is thinking about including 
graphic t-shirts and crew neck 
sweatshirts and create an on-
line store. 
   In the future, Hajjar hopes 
to continue her work in the 
graphic design industry and 
head out to school in New 
York City. 
   “I’m still undecided,” Hajjar 
said. “But New York is filled 
with so many opportunities, 
and I want to go to the city.” 
   With some of the top art 
schools in the country, as well 
as endless opportunities, New 
York is a renowned place to 
experience working in the in-

Junior Displays Art Talent on Her Website
Katie Moore
Staff Writer
kmoore@seaholmhighlander.com

dustry and understanding the 
graphic design business. 
   Parsons the New School of-
fers an Associate’s degree in 
their School of Art, Media, and 
Technology. 
   According to the program’s 
description page, “Students 
in the Graphic Design degree 
program investigate up-to-
the-minute tools and trends of 
the trade, including introduc-
tory and advanced web design, 
while receiving a solid foun-
dation in the traditional prac-
tices and concepts of graphic 
design.”
   This program wants moti-
vated students to challenge 
themselves in this field and 
start to attempt their profes-
sional career. 
   Hajjar believes she is ready 
for a job in the business and is 
excited for the work that she 
can create. 
   “In the future I would love 
to become a graphic designer,” 
Hajjar said. “I hope I have the 
chance to work on posters and 
album covers.” 
    Working in the graphic de-
sign business can be incred-
ibly exciting and thrilling, but 
it includes hours of work and 
dedication. 
   According to PrincetonRe-
view.com, “Designers must be 
able to work under extreme 
time constraints and very 
defined financial and design 
limits to produce quality ma-
terial.”
   Designers in this business 
also need to cooperate in a 
group working environment 
and work well with others, un-
derstand the market research 
of the corporate side, and cre-
ate sketches and models that 
represent the product well. 
   Hajjar has gained a lot of ex-
perience from the Seaholm art 
department. 
   “Ms. Moyer is such an inspir-
ing and motivating teacher. 
She’s helped me so much,” 
Hajjar said. “She’s a great 
role model and I’m thankful 
Seaholm has such an amazing 
teacher like her!”
   Hajjar goes to her classroom 
whenever she has a rough day 
and just wants to express her-
self. 
   “I hope this website will pro-
mote my work and help me 
understand the graphic design 
business,” Hajjar said. 

Photo by Chole Hajjar 

Junior Chloe Hajjar creates her own website to display her 
artwork, like the above picture, for others to see.
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While Hajjar loves the graphic design process she also talks 
about how tedious and time consuming it can be. 

Photo by Chole Hajjar

Seaholm Art teacher Elizabeth Moyer has been an inspiration 
to Hajjar during her time at Seaholm. 

Photo by Chole Hajjar 
Hajjar’s dream job 
would be to be a 
graphic designer 
who works on 
posters and album 
covers.

YEARBOOKS ARE IN
...but time is running out.

Your last chance to pick 
up yearbooks is Thursday, 
May 23, by the pool doors.
(Otherwise see Mrs. Slatin in C104 for your yearbook. Seaholm does not deliver home.)
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   As an incoming college freshman, students 
are expected to narrow their focus to just one 
out of hundreds of majors.
   But what does a college major truly mean for 
a student’s future?
   In 2007, Groves graduate Kendall Wyllie set 
off on a four year, 120 hour credit journey as a 
history major.
   “I was unique in that I knew I wanted to ma-
jor in history before I left high school,” Wyllie 
said. 
   Six years later, Wyllie has found herself in 
medical school. In addition to earning a bach-
elor’s degree in history, she fulfilled all the pre-
med requirements at Denison University.
   “My major really had no effect on my path or 
internship opportunities,” Wyllie said. 
   According to Wyllie, the only way her major 
affected her career path was as a talking point 
during interviews. 
   Major choice did not control the future career 
path of 2008 Seahom graduate Jordan Kris-
topik. In contrast to Wyllie, Kristopik stayed in 
the same industry as her original major. 
   “Your major really has little effect on your 
job,” Kristopik said. “It's important to network, 
go to jobs fairs, and put yourself out there. Be a 
leader, make a difference.”
   Kristopik is currently a employee at Marwood 
Group, a a health care investment advisory 
firm in Washington, DC. 
   Kristopik, who studied at University of Mich-
igan’s Business school, said that what you do 
with your college experience is more important 
than your choice of major. 
   “However, the Michigan Business School 
taught me invaluable knowledge in finance, 
accounting, management organization, and 

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
This book, found in Seaholm’s College and Career center, can be helpful to students in choos-
ing a college major.

economics that puts me at an edge over my co-
workers.”
   Kristopik’s experience is at odds with an Oc-
tober 12, 2012 press release by the US Census 
Bureau that found that major choice has a sig-
nificant effect on a student’s post-college earn-
ings
   According to the survey, the choice of a col-
lege major could ultimately mean a difference 
of millions in overall career earnings. For ex-
ample, engineering majors were found to earn 
an average of $1.6 million more than education 
majors.  
   Seaholm counselor Toby Loukmas said, while 
choosing a major is important, it does not nec-

essarily determine the course of a student’s ca-
reer.
    “It’s really important for some occupational 
areas,” Loukmas said. “There’s positions for 
which they’re saying ‘we want someone who 
has a bachelor’s degree or a master’s degree in 
X…’ there are some that are more broad.”
    According to University of Michigan admis-
sions officer Erica Sanders, it comes down to 
the type of field students are looking to go into. 
   “That’s industry specific,” Sanders said.
   Seaholm Career Counselor Judith Stahl said 
colleges do not expect a student to have their 
entire life mapped out while in high school. 
However, having a general idea of their desired 

career path could be beneficial to a student. 
 “It is not expected for 17 and 18 year olds to 
have chosen a career path prior to entering col-
lege,” Stahl said. “However, many colleges do 
encourage students to determine a "pathway" 
to help guide classes or a college within the in-
stitute.”
   While choosing a college major is a quintes-
sential part of every student’s college experi-
ence, all universities have a slightly different 
method for selecting majors. Many present 
students with the option of beginning college 
undecided. 
   According to Sanders, about one third of stu-
dents choose to remain undecided during the 
application process.
   As students go through college, a major 
change is a relatively common practice.
   According to Loukmas, it is also not uncom-
mon for a student to change majors two to three 

times throughout their college experience, us-

ing their freshman and sophomore years to 
explore the different options schools have 
to offer.
   “If a student switches a major midstream 
in college, it may take that student a year or 
two to gain the prerequisites/credits required 
to graduate with this new degree,” Stahl said. 
“The only impact I can think of would be the 
length of time required to acquire the new de-

gree.”

Your Career Path: A Major Decision 

Top of the Pay Scale Bottom of the Pay Scale

#1
#2

#1
#2

Petroleum Engineering Child and Family Studies

Social Work Aerospace Engineering

Of the ten highest paying majors, seven fall in the field of en-
gineering.  Petroleum Engineering majors earn the top spot, 
making an average of $93,000- and that’s just the starting sal-
ary.  “Engineering majors are consistently among the highest 
paid because the demand for them is so great,” executive di-
rector of the National Association of Colleges and Employers 
Marilyn Mackes said in a press release.

At the other end of the spectrum, majors in Child and Family 
Studies and Social Work often  lead to stressful jobs with below 
average pay.  According to an article on CNN Money, the medi-
an pay for Social Workers is only about $43,200.  Not surprising, 
considering other fields that involve working with children and 
families, including elementary and special education, are also 
among the lowest paying majors.

http://money.cnn.com/2013/04/25/news/economy/engineering-best-paid-jobs/index.html

Graphics by Ben Bishop
http://www.payscale.com/college-salary-report-2013/majors-that-pay-you-back

High Paying Majors by Salary

“It is not expected for 17 
and 18 year olds to have 

chosen a career path prior 
to entering college.” 

- Judith Stahl
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Going the Distance
Senior Iris Johnson plans to skip college and move to Los Angeles, 

California to follow her film making dreams

   She lives her life behind the lens of a camera. 
   It’s been the cornerstone of her life, from age 
four when she squinted into the wrong end 
of the videocamera, to now, age 18, when she 
dedicates her time to finding the right subject, 
right setting, right angle. 
   Senior Iris Johnson is an artist, a photog-
rapher and videographer who plans to move 
2,381 miles to Los Angeles, California to pur-
sue her film making dreams. She’s going to for-
go any formal schooling, from art school to a 
four year university, and jump right into what 
she calls “the real world”. 
   “Personally, the way I learn I just want to 
go out and start doing stuff,” Johnson said. “I 
don’t want to put my money away to a school 
when it’s not absolutely necessary for a degree, 
because a degree isn’t necessary for the film 
industry. It’s not like becoming a doctor, or a 
lawyer, it’s completely separate from those [ca-
reers].”
   Johnson’s plan, money wise, is to rely on her 
parents for support while waitressing or work-
ing for additional money. For everything else, 
she doesn’t have much of a formal plan-- her 
goal is to get to her “dreamland” city and make 
a short film. How that’ll happen is still up in 
the air. 
   “I plan to leave [Birmingham] the end of the 
summer-- that’s what I’m thinking,” Johnson 
said. “Definitely before where the school year 
would’ve started, I’ll be out there by then. This 
is all ideally, though, in a perfect world.” 
   Even with these uncertainties, behind her de-
cision has been hours upon hours of research. 
She’s always known, in an abstract way, what 
she’s wanted to do. After winning six “Gold 
Keys”, two “Silver Keys” and one “Bronze Key” 
in the scholastic competition in photography 
and digital arts this year, and three “Silver 
Keys” and two “Bronze Keys” last year, she 
knew a career in the arts could be realistic, but 
it wasn’t until her junior year when she had to 
start looking into the details. 
   “I knew what I wanted to do, but I had to start 
figuring out how I was going to go about do-
ing that,” Johnson said.”So what I did [junior 
year] was so much research, basically looking 

at people who are in positions that I want to 
be in.” 
   Some of these people include Quentin Taran-
tino, David Fincher and James Cameron, all of 
whom did not attend any formal school after 
high school.  
   However, Laura Aughton, a Program Manag-
er at a casting company and BPS alumni, now 
based in Los Angeles, doesn’t see many com-
panies in her city hire people without college 
degrees. 
   “For most production related jobs, they are 
looking for some sort of college degree and 
beyond that, they’re looking for experience,” 
Aughton said. “It’s really hard to get an entry 
level job in production, if you don’t have any 
kind of experience.”
   This experience, Aughton said, can be easier 
to get in college when companies offer intern-
ships for college credit. 
   “The way people usually get in on the ground 
floor are through internships and things that 
they can find in college,” Aughton said. “Even 
the most basic, un-paid internships are looking 
for some sort of college degree.” 
   At Seaholm, with 90 percent of seniors mov-
ing on to either a two year or four year univer-
sity, Johnson’s decision wasn’t always under-
stood. 
   FLEX teacher Robin Moten, who’s taught 
Johnson since her freshman year, had mixed 
feelings when she first heard of Johnson’s plan. 
   “I was really torn [when Iris told me],” Mo-
ten said. “I suppose like any responsible adult, 
I wanted her to take a more secure path. That 
doesn’t mean it’s the best path, it simply means 
it makes me feel better in knowing that she’s 
somewhere and safe. On the other hand she’s 
so ridiculously talented, that I felt hypocritical 
in wanting her to go to college.” 
   It was at home, however, where Johnson 
heard the most discontent with her choice. 
When Johnson admitted her plan last June, 
in the wake of her brother’s graduation, her 
mother couldn’t comprehend why she’d forgo 
the college “safety net”. 
   “I was really, really upset,” Johnson’s mother, 
Kerry Spencer said. “We’re a family of all col-
lege graduates, lawyers, doctors, all that good 
stuff.”
   However, Spencer started to warm up to the 
idea as Johnson presented her research, and 

Photo By Iris Johnson

This photograph entitled Splash, was shot in Johnson’s bathtub in freezing cold water, as warm water would fog up Johnson’s camera. She 
wrapped her camera in plastic to prevent it from getting wet, and took numerous photographs over the course of four hours. “If you look at my 
portfolio you’ll see lots of my photos/films take place in or bath tubs…” Johnson said. “I really like baths I guess…”

Taylor Wyllie
Managing Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Iris Johnson

This photograph entitled “Goverment Hooker” hangs in the back of FLEX teacher, Robin 
Moten’s room. While Moten said she appreciates all of Johnson’s works, she said this photo-
graph specifically stands out to her. 

explained the rationale behind her thinking. 
Now, Spencer is fully supportive of her daugh-
ter’s choice. 
   “I’ve met peace with [her decision],” Spen-
cer said. “She really has a good plan, and she is 
a highly motivated individual. You see all the 
statistics about gap years, and you freak out 
like it’s just an excuse to be lazy, but that’s such 
a far stretch from [Johnson].”
   In fact, Spencer said, when it comes to film 
and photography, Johnson is a far cry from 
lazy. On top of school, Johnson can spend 20 
to 30 hours per week working on her videos 
and photographs. 
   “She’s always doing stuff,” Spencer said. “It’s 
wild, it’s cool to see. She’s always experiment-
ing… I want her to go somewhere, because I 
think to that it would be cool for her to have 
more pictures to take. There’s only so much in 

Birmingham and Detroit.” 
   Johnson takes this time because art is her life. 
   She can’t remember a time she did anything 
else, and frankly, she can’t picture her future 
without it. She’ll do anything to end up a re-
nowned film maker, a Steven Spielberg of her 
time. Right now that means heading off to LA 
with nothing but her dream to guide her. In the 
future, it could mean taking a portfolio of work 
and going to college. Either way, she’s ready to 
take the chance. 
   “I’m taking a big risk and I know that,” John-
son said. “I just wish more kids would do that... 
I just wish more kids would just go for it. I feel 
like I’ve inspired it in some people in my circle 
of friends, and I hope I can inspire more. I hate 
to say YOLO, but YOLO seriously.” 

Photo By Iris Johnson

A still from Johnson’s stop motion short film- The Killjoys. 
The short is about a heist taking place in downtown Birming-
ham. She edited the entire short film to look like a comic book. 

Photo By Iris Johnson

A still from the short film “Misplaced”. Johnson shot the film 
her sophomore year, after making a deal with one of her 
teachers. She turned in the film in instead of an essay. John-
son said her sophomore year was when her teachers first 
started encouraging her to turn film making into a career. 

Photo By Iris Johnson

A still from the 35 minute short film “Flexmas”. FLEX seniors 
create a Flexmus film every year before winter break, and 
this year Johnson was able to direct it. “[This] was the first 
time I had one of my movies that I directed screened, there 
were about 100 or 200 people watching,” Johnson said. “That 
was one of the days best of my life.”
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2013 Summer Concerts

   Three Seaholm seniors have 
been asked to join a presti-
gious local music ensemble. 
   Hailey Willet, Heather Shen, 
and Dylan Packard are im-
proving their musical abili-
ties by being members of the 
Dearborn Youth Symphony 
Orchestra, which is com-
prised of advanced musicians 
and includes an extensive rep-
ertoire.  
   The musicians in the DYSO 
have master classes directed 
by guest clinicians and per-
form alongside the Dearborn 
Symphony Orchestra in their 
annual May Concert.
   Willett, a member of 
Seaholm’s Symphony band, is 
also the 1st chair oboe in the 
DYSO but she also occasion-
ally plays the English horn.
   Another player of the 
Seaholm Symphony Band, 
Shen, performed a solo this 
past weekend with the Dear-
born Symphony Orchestra 
after winning a concerto com-
petition.
   “I was so excited to win,” 
Shen said. “I got to play with 
them on Friday and per-
formed my Bronze Concerto 
which is really fun.”
   Packard, who also plays with 
Seaholm’s Symphony Band, 
got involved two years ago.
   “My clarinet was broken 
during the actual audition,” 
Packard said. “The keys on 
the bottom weren’t working at 
all, but I still got the position. 
I try to find many orchestras 
that I can to perform in. It’s a 
good experience for learning 
and definitely for growing as 
an instrumentalist.” 
   Willett, Shen, and Packard 
got involved with the youth 
symphony through the Band 
Director at Seaholm, Tim 
Cibor, who is the Artistic Di-
rector and Conductor for the 
DYSO.
    “He’s kind of like the varsity 
coach of the program,” Willett 
said. “All the younger direc-
tors look up to him. He’s the 
top conductor that only does 
the symphony but he also 
runs the behind the scenes a 
little bit.”
   Auditions for the DYSO were 

From Seaholm Band to DYSO

a breeze for Willett because 
Cibor already knew her poten-
tial.
   “Since Cibor has heard me 
play a chair test he pretty much 
let me in and then the next au-
dition process wasn’t that big 
deal of a deal,” Willett said. 
“Other players have to play 
scales and a piece but that’s 
for people he doesn’t really 
know outside of Seaholm.”
   Cibor was well aware of 
Shen’s talents as well.
   “He needed a piano player 
so he asked me,” Shen said. 
“I didn’t audition.”
   The DYSO requires difficult 
music to be performed that 
high school students are not 
used to.
   “Cibor picks out a lot of good 
music that I enjoy,” Packard 
said. “He’s a good conductor 
and he knows what he’s do-
ing. I’m playing stuff now that 
I never would’ve played two or 
three years ago.”
   Willett decided she would 
take on the role of being a 
member of the DYS because 
she was interested in being a 
better player and wanted to be 
involved in something new.
   “I wanted to be challenged 
a little more and I enjoy play-
ing classical pieces rather than 
band music. I thought it would 
be cool to have a new experi-
ence so I tried it,” she said. 

“When I first got there I was 
really overwhelmed and by 
this year it’s hard, but it’s not 
as hard. It has expanded my 
horizon of composers and mu-
sic.”
   Shen agreed.
   “It’s a great opportunity for 
us to play harder music that 

you wouldn’t see in a school 
orchestra,” Shen said. “We 
got to play The Planets which 
is a very hard piece. No high 
school orchestra can really 
play it.”
   Willett, Shen, and Packard 
rehearse with the DYS Sym-
phony Orchestra every Mon-
day night for two hours and 
perform in concerts with them 
three times a year in front of 
crowds as big as 1,200 people.
   “It taught me how to start 
using time wisely because you 
only get a certain amount of 
times to practice these things,” 

Willett said. “I mean yes, you 
can practice at home but all 
together it’s only once a week. 
And the music is really chal-
lenging so only getting a small 
amount of time makes you re-
ally appreciate the time you 
get to practice with the whole 
group.”

   The DYS Symphony Orches-
tra differs from Seaholm’s 
Symphony Band in many dif-
ferent ways.
“You get to meet upper lev-
el high school musicians 
around the area,” Shen said. 
“It’s a wonderful chance to be 
challenged and it’s so much 
fun.” 
   Willett feels the same way.
   “There are strings and 
there’s a higher level of talent 
because some of those peo-

ple are pursuing their instru-
ments in college,” Willett said. 
“They really care and really 
practice. We play music that 
symphonies perform and we 
play the original stuff not the 
transposed stuff. It’s a higher 
level of music and it sounds a 
lot better because people are 
actually really into their in-
struments.”
   The DYSO’s next concert is 
coming up in November at the 
Henry Ford Performing Arts 
Center.

Molly Force
Student Life Editor
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

Sumer Ghazala
Staff Writer
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com
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Dylan Packard playing his clarinet in Seaholm’s band room. Packard plays in the Dearborn 
Youth Symphony with fellow band members Hailey Willett and Heather Shen.

Not all College 
Students Finish 
Where they Started
Katie Moore
Staff Writer
kmoore@seaholmhighlander.com

“It’s a wonderful 
chance to be chal-
lenged and it’s so 

much fun.”
- Heather Shen

   What’s summer without 
friends, sunshine, and a whole 
lot of music? This year, in 
Detroit, hundreds of venues 
will perform from across the 
globe. The tickets range from 
$17 for B.o.b lawn tickets to 
$5,000 for a meet and greet 
Maroon 5 deluxe package. 
   Even in the weeks before 
school gets out, there are 
some great concerts to see. 
   Of Monsters and Men will 
be at Meadowbrook on May 
28th, the Lumineers will be at 
DTE on June 6, Pitbull and 
Kesha will be at the Palace of 
Auburn Hills on June 7th, and 
Ra Ra Riot with The Postal 
Service will be at the Fillmore 

on June 10.
   Those willing to risk a late 
night before the fifth period 
final can see Grizzly Bear and 
The xx at the Fillmore, June 
12.
   To celebrate the last day of 
school, June 14, head out to 
the Fillmore to see Mariana’s 
Trench or go to the Royal Oak 
Music theatre to see Juanes.
   From June 16-June 30 Toby 
Keith with Kip Moore, LL 
Cool J with De La Soul and 
Ice Cube, Rascal Flatts with 
The Band Perry, and Darius 
Rucker will all be at DTE. 
  On July 6 the Goo Goo 
Dolls will be preforming with 
Matchbox 20 at DTE. The 
same day, Jimmy Eat World 
will be preforming at the 
Royal Oak Music Theatre. On 
July 9 Dave Mathews Band 

will be at DTE.
   On July 11 Bruno Mars 
and Ellie Goulding will be 
preforming at the Palace for 
an expected sold out crowd of 
over 20,000 people. 
   Tickets range from $75 
to $95. As of press time, 
Ticketmaster.com has limited 
availability for all tickets 
under $100, and is sold out 
of anything more expensive. 
To find better tickets, keep 
re-checking all ticket sites 
because people frequently put 
their tickets up for sale.
   The next day another huge 
concert will be at the Palace-
One Direction. The tickets 
available on hills-mi.com are 
at cheapest $275. 
   Sophomore Jamie Greene is 
eagerly anticipating the One 
Direction concert.  

   “I saw them last year at the 
Fox and it was a really fun 
concert, but I’m so excited to 
see them preform at a larger 
venue,” Greene said. “I really 
like them as a group. I’ve 
known them for a long time 
and I am excited to see them 
live again.” 
   For anyone interested in the 
Jonas Brothers, they will be at 
DTE on July 13. 
   Another big concert of 
the summer is on July 18 at 
DTE. Gavin DeGraw, The 
Script, and Train will be 
preforming. Two days later, 
Beyonce will be preforming 
at the Palace.  On July 27 One 
Republic will be preforming 
at Meadowbrook, and on July 
28 Justin Bieber will be at the 
Joe Louis Arena. 
   Chase Iacofano, a junior, 

is looking forward to July 
31 when Wiz Kalifa, B.o.b 
and Rockie Fresh will be 
preforming at DTE. 
   “I saw Wiz last year and had 
to see him again! Going to 
concerts at DTE is awesome 
because you are outdoors and 
it makes you feel infinite,” 
Iacofano said. “Having fun 
with your friends with no 
worries, that’s infinite.” 
   August holds some more 
great venues for Detroit. 
   On August 6 Jay-Z and 
Justin Timberlake will be 
preforming at Ford Field. 
   August 7 John Mayer 
and Phillip Phillips will be 
preforming at DTE.
   If you’re looking for a 
throwback concert, on August 
8 Jesse McCartney and 
the Backstreet Boys will be 

preforming at DTE. 
   On the other hand, if 
you’re looking for something 
more modern, on August 9 
Future and Lil Wayne will be 
preforming at the Joe Louis 
Arena. 
   On August 21, the world 
famous cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
will be preforming at 
Meadowbrook. 
   One of the last concerts 
before school starts up again 
in the fall is on August 28. 
Maroon 5 and Kelly Clarkson 
will be preforming at DTE for 
an expected sold out crowd of 
over 15,000 people. 
   Some of the summer’s 
biggest concerts are expected 
to sell out rather fast, so jump 
on the nearest computer and 
hit up ticketmaster.com or 
stubhub.com.

Maria Callaghan
Staff Writer
MCallaghan@seaholmhighlander.com
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     The Highlander’s college 
map is one of the most an-
ticipated graphics of the year. 
It’s exciting to see where the 
senior class is going after 
Seaholm.  
   But what if where one 
chooses to go is only a starting 
point? 
   According to the Princeton-
Review.com, some students 
who are rejected from their 
dream school start off at an-
other school and later trans-
fer. 
   To be accepted into the Uni-
versity of Michigan out of 
high school, the requirements 
consist of an average 3.8 GPA 
and an ACT score ranging 
from 28-32. But of course, 
the admissions officers often 
consider volunteer work, class 
rank and rigor of secondary 
school.
   When transferring into the 
University of Michigan from 
another university or insti-
tution, admissions officials 
expect a minimum 3.0 GPA, 
ACT or SAT scores if taken, 
high school and current in-
stitution transcript, and any 
essays. Requirements vary 
among the different schools.
   Another alternative route 
students are taking in their 
college path is starting off at 
a community college and then 
transferring into their college 
of choice.
   According to the National 
Association for College Ad-
mission Counseling, about 

one third of college students, 
including those who start at 
community colleges, transfer 
to another school.
   “I’m thinking of going to a 
community college in Califor-
nia for a year to establish resi-
dency,” junior Zoe Frank said. 
“Then after a year I would ap-
ply to a UC school and transfer 
my sophomore year.”
   This plan not only saves 
money, but creates the incen-
tive to strive for the top grades 
to transfer into ones desired 
school. 
   One setback about transfer-
ring is it may be more difficult 
to establish oneself on campus 
and fit in. The best thing to do 
is to choose to live on campus, 
no matter what year, and to 
get involved in different activi-
ties and events.
   According to a September, 
2011 US News and World Re-
port article by Brian Burnsed, 
transfer students who have 
opted to live off of their new 
campus “admit they lament 
their decisions, because they 
felt detached and found it dif-
ficult to fit in and make new 
friends.” 
   Even though one’s plan may 
be to transfer, it is still impor-
tant to excel in each class and 
earn the top grades. 
   “You need to connect with 
one or two professors who can 
write letters of recommenda-
tion for you,”  Rebecca Joseph 
noted in a December, 2011 
Huffington Post column.“You 
need to explain that you will 
outgrow major or need to be 
closer to home. Don’t blame 
your original college.”

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
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Passing the Torch

“It has been crazy and fun, 
better than I expected.” 
- Mallory Mareski

“Learned a little, laughed a lot, 
and savored every moment.” 
- Grace Kowalski

“I do not regret the things I’ve 
done, but those I did not do.” 
- Mark Deacon

The Class of 2013 describes 
their final year at Seaholm...

“It was an awesome year 
and I wouldn’t trade it 
for anything.” 
- Aaron Rosen

“I never take showers...
without a loofah.” 
- Johnny Mullen

“It was definitely the best yet 
and I’m thankful I got to spend it 
with all of my best friends.” 
- Danielle Beauregard

“8 years in reality, 8 
months in theory, 8 
seconds in perspective.”
 - Jason Mondry

Although senior year was 
stressful at points, I truly 
loved every minute of it.” 
- Caroline Bartholomew

“It’s hard to believe 
we are almost done 
at Seaholm and it 
is bittersweet. I’ve 
gotten to knew so 
many incredible 
people and I can’t 
wait to see what the 
future holds for all 
of us.” 
-Nancy Benda

Content and Design By:
Esther Seawell
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M I C H I G A N

T h e  C l a s s  o f  Tw o -T h o u s a n d  T h i r t e e n  C o l l e g e  M a p

Claire Daughtery
Marie Kent
Krystal Mims

University of Detroit Mercy:
Emilia Booth
Tommy Bowman
Jordan Lenington
Adam Susalla
Anastasiya Tsuker

University of Michigan-
Dearborn: 
Sumer Ghazala 
Rachel Lee

University of Michigan:
Phoebe Anstett
Georgia Armstrong
Caroline Bartholomew
Lauren Benderoff
Sara Benson
Adam Boorstein
Anna Collins
Emily Currie
Kathleen Davis
Catherine Dolan
Meghan Edmonds
Emma Feikens
Natalie Fitch
Molly Force
Julie Fynke
Dalton Geraldo
Max Gomez
Sam Gomez
Alex Gordon
David Granadier
Daniel Hackert
Anna Hardig
Megan Harrison
Aaron Holme
Dylan Jackson
Katherine Johnson
Paul Kassab
Courtney Kezlarian
Henry Khederian

Emma Kuslits
Kate Leary
Jeff Levin
Tim List
Whitney Ludwig
Daniel Maertens
Mallory Mareski
Zachary Miller
Jason Mondry
Olivia Moore
Austen Park
Kathryn Pelton
Kathy Quigley
Scott Sabbagh
Katie Sarkesian
Joshua Schechter
Olivia Seago
Heather Shen
Hannah Sheppard
Mackenzie Smith
Caroline Smythe
Nikki Steltenkamp
Zachary Tayler
Ryan Vanderhoef
Hailey Willett
Christian Winter
Winna Wu

Wayne State University:
Madison Censoni
Isabelle Michalik 
Jack Parsons
Brandon Yousif
Anthony Wehby 

Western Michigan University:
Celine Barron
Brooke Bartosik
Olivia Bryant
Lydia Calder
Max Dull
Zach Granett
Callan McIntyre 
Tommy Oelke
Sara Schoeppe
Tyler Scott
Jake Solomon 
John Paul Talent
Wesley Vaughan
Tia Ware
Graham Watts
Matthew Wolkhamer

Adrian College:
Aaron Rosen

Albion College:
Molly Blank
James Clements
Elizabeth Hocking
Kieran O’Keefe
Masha Parfenov
Katie Zinkel

Alma College:
Lily Slavin

Calvin College:
Alec Tropea 

Central Michigan University:
Erik Adams 
Sarah Fischer
Andrea Gothard
Jacqueline Johnson
Jordan Serbantez
Paige Wilson 

Ferris State University:
Tim Pearce
Daniel Simon

Grand Valley State University:
Andrew Kaiser
Mark Lindsey
Zachary Mendelson
Thomas Rayle 
Max Sass
Nick Wilson

Hope College:
Nancy Benda
Christopher Browne
Jennifer Fuller
Emily Johnson
Matthew Schowalter
Sydney VanHulle

Kalamazoo College:
Lucas Arbulu

Eric Smith
Jacqueline Smith
Chris Stanley 
Rachel Stark 
Luke Swierczynski
Kevin Sutherland
Shant Topouzian
Kevin Urlaub
Jessica Wells
Lisa White
Aubrey Wilberding
Addison Williams 
Armani Zori

Michigan Technological University:
Evan Connelly

North Central Michigan College:
Tori Troszak

Northern Michigan University:
Nico Haag
Riley Micallef

Oakland Community College:
Michael Arnold
Merin Hodge
Christopher Martin 
Kat Merlini
Paige Peterson

Oakland University:
Milad Akrawe
Danielle Beauregard
John Bobrowski 
Caroline Eaton
Jon Genautis
Kristen Holowecki
Isabel Osgood
Mark Redmond
Tiffany Sawchuk
Nick Schileru 
Mikaela Strech
 Nicole Tousignant
ChristaAnne Verleye
Adam Vida 

Saginaw Valley State University:
Monique Collier

Erin Brown
Alexis Diller
Sarah Levett
Will Sheehan
Anja Xheka

Kettering University:
Lexie Hamilton

Lawrence Technological
Institute:
Peyton Alverson 
Dylan Packard 

Lawrence Tech: 
Peyton Alverson 
Dylan Packard 

Marygrove College:
Gabrielle Love 

Michigan State University:
Samantha Becker
Allie Betz
Patrick Blair
Abigail Blasco
Caitlyn Ciemniecki
Max Claussen
Thomas Constand
Will Crimmins
Micah Dabbs
Marisa Damman
Mark Deacon
Mackenzie Grout
Haley Gumenick
Hunter Gvozdich
William Haddad
Sydney Hirst
Kevin Kristopik
Andrea Lloyd
Allison Loeffler
Morgan McKay
Claire Meads
Johnny Mullen
Joanna Noga
Elise O’Keefe
Connor Park
Stephanie Rosin
Francesco Ruffino
Maddie Sherer
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Reporting and 
Design:

T h e  C l a s s  o f  Tw o -T h o u s a n d  T h i r t e e n  C o l l e g e  M a p

Emma Kuslits
Kate Leary
Jeff Levin
Tim List
Whitney Ludwig
Daniel Maertens
Mallory Mareski
Zachary Miller
Jason Mondry
Olivia Moore
Austen Park
Kathryn Pelton
Kathy Quigley
Scott Sabbagh
Katie Sarkesian
Joshua Schechter
Olivia Seago
Heather Shen
Hannah Sheppard
Mackenzie Smith
Caroline Smythe
Nikki Steltenkamp
Zachary Tayler
Ryan Vanderhoef
Hailey Willett
Christian Winter
Winna Wu

Wayne State University:
Madison Censoni
Isabelle Michalik 
Jack Parsons
Brandon Yousif
Anthony Wehby 

Western Michigan University:
Celine Barron
Brooke Bartosik
Olivia Bryant
Lydia Calder
Max Dull
Zach Granett
Callan McIntyre 
Tommy Oelke
Sara Schoeppe
Tyler Scott
Jake Solomon 
John Paul Talent
Wesley Vaughan
Tia Ware
Graham Watts
Matthew Wolkhamer

ALABAMA
University of Alabama:
Jackie Mee

ARIZONA
University of Arizona
Michael Madigan

CALIFORNIA
California Polytechnic State: 
University:
Elaina Brown

Fashion Institute of Design 
and Merchandising:
Tanya Vu

Los Angeles Academy of 
Figurative Arts:
Shannon Fody

FLORIDA
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University:
Brian O’Donnell

Ringling College of Art and 
Design:
Rachel Toeppe

GEORGIA
Savannah College of Art 
and Design:
Bridget Sadley

IDAHO
Bringham Young University- 
Idaho: 
Sean Modawell

ILLINOIS
Columbia College Chicago:
Sasha Kaura
Grace Kowalski
Andrew Pryka

DePaul University:
Austin Filbin
Sara Uhlenbecker

Loyola University:
Kelsey McClear
Alison Schaaf

Universal Technical Institute:
Clifford Meier

INDIANA
DePauw University:
Kendall Weinert

Indiana University:
Matt Brown
Haily Montgomery
Adeline Wilkop
Sam Wilson

Purdue University:
Mariah Cummings

University of Notre Dame:
Paige Russell

IOWA
University of Iowa:
Tess Wilberding

KENTUCKY
Centre College:
Matthew Wilson

University of Kentucky:
Kim Lakocy

LOUISIANA
Tulane University:
Allison Wegner

MARYLAND
United States Naval Academy:
Jake Martin

MASSACHUSETTS
Boston University:
Alex Stooss

MISSOURI
Missouri University:
Dimitrios Moustakas

Washington University in St. Louis:
Max Cormier

MONTANA
University of Montana:
Taylor Wyllie

NEW YORK
Cornell College:
Naomi Tashiro

Hilbert College:
Brett Houghton

Ithaca College:
Ben Bishop

New York University:
Tony Arroyo
Hunter Kurepa-Peers

Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute:
Derek Kennedy

NORTH CAROLINA
North Carolina State University:
Violet Bernard

NORTH DAKOTA
North Dakota State University:
Nicholas Farida

OHIO
Case Western Reserve University:
Dante Capicchioni
Stephen Guenther

College of Wooster: 
Christina Ancog 

Denison University:
Stephanie McNutt
Dana Smith

Miami University:
Elizabeth Ahern
Thomas Scheidt

Ohio State University:
Mallory Wilberding
Daniel Wright
Catherine Young

University of Cincinnati:
Katie Rankin

University of Dayton:
Adam Stachler

OREGON
University of Oregon:
Andrew Timlin

PENNSYLVANIA
Dickinson College:
JoAnna Wood

Duquesne University:
Emily Held

Pennsylvania State University:
Nana Darko

Point Park University:
David Gretchko

SOUTH CAROLINA
Clemson University:
Jack Corbett

University of South Carolina:
Erin Neuenfeldt

TENNESSEE
Vanderbilt University:
Kendall Tamler

TEXAS
Southern Methodist University:
Morgan Lipinski
Connor Saeli

UTAH
Bringham Young University:
Kate Anderson

University of Utah:
Hunter Thane

VIRGINIA
Washington and Lee University:
Alexandra Lee

WASHINGTON
University of Pugent Sound:
Jack Kelly

WISCONSIN 
Marquette University:
Jane Allen

Taylor Wyllie
Managing Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Kathleen Davis
Editor-in-Chief, Web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com
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Kelsey McClearTaylor Wyllie
Loyola UniversityUniversity of Montana

Managing Print Editor
College major: Environmental Studies and Journalism

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

The smell of pizza in the news room, production nights after 8 and of course, my Nancy 
Drew twin. 

Future journalism plans?
Writing for the Kaimin and journalism major

Editor-in-Chief
College major: Marketing and PR 

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

My Nancy Drew twin, my ability to show my alter ego without being judged but most of all 
my Highlander family that has grown over the past 3 years. 

Future journalism plans?
Hopefully working for the Loyola Phoenix.

David GranadierMolly Force Kathleen Davis
Student Life Editor

College major: Astronomy and Astrophysics
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
Bad girls plus David, production nights when 

everyone goes a little crazy, Harwood’s voices and 
weird crafts with Kathleen. 

Future journalism plans?
Maybe working for the Michigan Daily.

Connor Park
Michigan State University

Community Editor 
College major: Pre-med/ Biology

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Fun production nights, hilarious Harwood hi-
jinks, the rest of the staff, and intelligent dialogue 

about “Jumper” and cats. 
Future journalism plans?
Writing for the State News. 

Sports Editor
College major: Pre-med

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Having my own office and shootin’ the breeze 
with Harwood.

Future journalism plans?
Working on the Michigan Daily.

Webmaster & Multimedia Editor
College major: Anthroplogy and Poly Sci

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

Meeting Kelsey’s somewhat terrifying alter ego  
and other production night insanity.

Future journalism plans?
Working on the Michigan Daily. 

University of  Michigan University of  Michigan

University of  Michigan University of  Michigan University of  Michigan

Sumer Ghazala Kathryn Pelton Matt Wilson Andy Teahan

Nick Farida Chris Browne Ben Bishop Zach Granett Riley Micallef

College major: Poly Sci
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Moving onto the next step in my 
life and experiencing college for 

myself.

College major: Undecided
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Meeting new people and getting 

involved.

College major: Finance
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Playing lacrosse at a high level 

and living in warmer weather.

College major: Biology
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Living on my own.

College major: Physics
What are you most looking 

forward to?
A change of scenery. 

College major: Computer 
Science

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Being on my own. 

College major: Film 
Productiom

What are you most looking 
forward to?

To living in an environment with 
other people who have similar 

academic interests as me. 

College major: Civil 
Engineering

What are you most looking 
forward to?

The college expierence. 

College major: Business
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Having fun. 

Stephen Guenther 

College major: Finance
What are you most looking 

forward to?
Playing college football and just 

the whole college experience.

Case Western Reserve Hope CollegeCentre College

Hope CollegeNorth Dakota State University Ithaca College Western Michigan University Northern Michigan University
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   Senior Mark Johnson* never 
really got good grades. 
   After being tested for A.D.D. 
in the seventh grade, Johnson 
was immediately prescribed to 
Adderall, a psycho stimulant 
medication that contains am-
phetamine.
   “I completely changed as a 
person,” Johnson said. “I went 
from being the class clown to 
just sitting there silently and 
trying to work. I’d even skip 
recess and go to the library to 
do homework.”
   Johnson no longer felt like 
himself on the medicine and 
almost never wanted to eat. 
   “It made me really de-
pressed,” Johnson said, “be-
cause I felt introverted and not 
myself.”
   Adderall has swept the coun-
try in waves in not only pre-
scriptions, but also illegally. 
By helping people focus on 
the work they must do, the use 
and abuse of it has increased 
over the past years.
   Illegal Adderall use has even 
hit the halls of Seaholm.
   Senior Tom Anderson* buys 
Adderall during stressful 
times at school.
 “I get it from people at 
Seaholm,” Anderson said, 
“close friends.”
   Johnson admits to having 
played a part in giving Ad-
derall to kids who are not pre-

Sumer Ghazala
Staff Writer
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com

scribed.
   “In the past, it was just 
around finals,” Johnson said, 
“but they come back and want 
it again. I don’t even sell it. I 
just give it to people. So many 
others have Adderall, so peo-
ple can get it from all of them, 
it wasn’t just me.”
   Senior Elizabeth Hocking 
said she has been prescribed 
to Adderall since sixth grade in 
order to help treat her A.D.D. 
She has also been asked for 
Adderall by her fellow class-
mates. 
   “A lot of people have asked 
me for Adderall,” Hocking 
said. “But I refuse to give it to 
anyone. I’ve heard about peo-
ple giving it to their friends, 
especially around finals. Kids 
pay a ton of money for it 
around finals.”
  Counselor Toby Loukmas 
said she hasn’t heard about 
Adderall abuse at Seaholm.
  “If this is happening at 
Seaholm,” Loukmas said, “I do 
not know. Nothing has come 
to my attention.” 
  However, one former 
Seaholm crisis counselor said 
the abuse of Adderall is occur-
ring on a regular basis.
   Birmingham Licensed Pro-
fessional Counselor Dennis 
Rozema said “Adderall abuse 
has increased a lot over the 
past four or five years.”
   Rozema works with patients 
who abuse Adderall, whether 
by prescription or illegally. 

   “People using Adderall ille-
gally end up relying on it too 
much,” Rozema said, “and 
they keep taking more and 
more after building a toler-
ance. It becomes this vicious 
cycle that they find they can’t 
get out of.”
   The Drug Enforcement Ad-
ministration classifies Ad-
derall as a Schedule II drug. 
Schedule II substances are 
defined as having a high po-
tential for abuse and can lead 
to severe psychological or 
physical dependence. Adder-
all is among other Schedule 
II drugs such as Cocaine or 
Methamphetamine. 
   Adderall must be prescribed 
by a doctor because it can be 
dangerous if not taken in the 
right doses or times. 
   “Any use of a prescription 
drug without a prescription is 
dangerous,” Rozema said, “be-
cause you don’t really know 
how your body’s going to re-
act but a doctor can do blood 
work and prescribe a certain 
amount over a certain amount 
of time.”
   Hocking noted the negative 
influences of the drug.
   “I wasn’t bubbly anymore 
and never laughed,” Hocking 
said. “It completely takes away 
my appetite and affects my 
sleep.”
   Johnson agreed.
  “You’re not hungry while 
on it and you don’t want to 
drink,” Johnson said. “You get 

this pain in your stomach like 
hunger pains but the thought 
of food makes you want to 
vomit.”
   People using it for A.D.D. 
highlight the negative effects 
over the few good hours where 
it gives them motivation to do 
school work. 
   “Adderall has three hours 
of its prime where you can 
do anything,” Johnson said. 
“Then you slowly start to come 
down on it. That’s when you 
get depressed and feel all the 
negative side effects.”
   Even with all these harmful 
facts of Adderall, it seems to 
continue thriving in society.
   New York Times Op-Ed Col-
umnist Roger Cohen wrote in 
a March 4th, 2013 column, ti-
tled “The Competition Drug,” 
that the main problem in uni-
versities today is no longer al-
cohol, instead Adderall. 
   “[Adderall is] as freely avail-
able as the [birth control] pill,” 
Cohen said. “To take whenever 
academic pressure requires 
pulling an all-nighter with 
zero procrastination to get a 
paper done.”
   Cohen parallels Adderall in 
schools as steroids in sports.
   However, Adderall has also 
surfaced into the world of 
sports.
   Richard Sherman, a Seattle 
Seahawks cornerback, was 
suspended from the 2012 sea-
son for allegedly using Adder-
all.
   His ban was overturned on 
appeal. 
   Following the overturn, The 
Vancouver Sun quoted Sher-
man saying “about half the 
league takes [Adderall].”
   Sherman later retracted 
his statement, according to 
an April 11th, 2013 article on 
ESPN.com, saying that some 

players were actually pre-
scribed to the drug.
   Adderall is being used in 
several other places, but it’s 
taking its major toll on stu-
dents.
   According to The Nation-
al Survey on Drug Use and 
Health report in 2009, full-
time college students aged 18 
to 22 were twice as likely as 
not full-time college students 
to have used Adderall non 
medically in the past year.
   It was reported in 2011 that 
a 24 year old Richard Fee 
hung himself two weeks after 
having his Adderall prescrip-
tion expire in a New York 
Times February 2nd, 2013 ar-
ticle written by Alan Schwarz. 
   Fee’s doctors had continued 
to increase his dosage even 
after noticing his “psychiat-
ric breakdown” and “growing 
addiction.”
   Rozema said he has dealt 
with several patients who 
have been either prescribed 
or illegal Adderall abusers.
   “One of the problems,” Roz-
ema said, “with taking more 
and more is your body adjusts 
to that, and that’s why you 
take more. If you just stop 
suddenly your body doesn’t 
adjust to that as well and it 
can cause medical problems 
and psychological problems 
can be very serious.”
   Cases such as suicide are 
rare, but not impossible.
   Cohen said Adderall is “an 
illicit performance enhancer 
for a fiercely competitive en-
vironment.”
   Loukmas agrees.
   “I think there’s a lot of pres-
sure on students to do well 
academically,” Loukmas said, 
“especially in our commu-
nity. It’s getting harder to get 
into college which everybody 

is frantic and really stressed 
out about.”
   With this pressure, some 
students not prescribed to use 
Adderall insist on using it for 
studies.
   “I use it on days that I’m 
behind,” Anderson said, “or 
when I might be feeling a lit-
tle tired. It keeps me focused 
and makes homework less of a 
task.”
   According to Johnson, the 
negative effects of abusing Ad-
derall are very clear.
   “I can see a difference in 
people,” Johnson said. “I have 
seen people grow addicted to 
it. I see them fiend and only 
see some friends when they’re 
in their time of need.”
   Johnson questions people 
who decide to take Adderall 
without a prescription.
   “Personally,” Johnson said, 
“I look at people who use Ad-
derall for fun and I don’t un-
derstand the satisfaction of it.” 
   Hocking agreed.
   “I don’t get how kids could 
ever take it for recreational 
purposes,” she said. “It’s the 
last thing I would want to do.”
   According to Loukmas, al-
though academics may be 
stressful, Adderall could do 
more harm than good.
   “If it helps you on a test,” 
she said, “that’s not real life 
and you aren’t learning to 
cope with things that happen 
in life. It’s just a temporary fix 
for something, but in the long 
term it’s going to hurt a person 
because it’s not reality.”
   Mentally, physically, and 
emotionally, Adderall can be a 
dangerous drug.
   “If you’re abusing it,” Roze-
ma said, “you don’t know what 
you’re doing and could get in 
serious health troubles.”

State Likely to End 
Common Core Funding

Christopher Browne
Staff Writer 
cbrowne@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Michigan legislature 
has taken steps to de-fund a 
curriculum measure that was 
just beginning to take hold at 
Seaholm.
   On April 24th, the state 
House passed an amendment 
to the Education Department 
budget that prohibits funding 
of the controversial Common 
Core initiative. The new bud-
get that halts funding of the 
system has been passed by the 
House and has now moved on 
to the Senate.
   According to the official 
Common Core website, Com-
mon Core aims to provide a 
consistent and clear under-
standing of what students 
are expected to learn for both 
English and Mathematics 
courses. They attempt to be 
robust and relevant to the 
world, reflecting the knowl-
edge that students need to be 
successful in college and in 
their careers.
   According to Seaholm 
counselor Brian Flatter, the 
standards are only just being 
implemented at Seaholm and 
haven’t affected the curricu-
lum too much yet.
   Not everyone approves of 
their implementation and 
Republican Representative 
Tom McMillin of Rochester 
Hills said that the authority to 
change the standards should 
not belong to board of educa-
tion.
   “The Department of Educa-
tion is trying to put Michigan 
schools in Common Core 
without legislative approval,” 
McMillin said in an April 24 
press release on the after the 
House’s budget vote. “Giving 
our authority to control what 
is taught in our schools to any 
national entity is wrong.”

   Though McMillin is against 
the Common Core initiative, 
some officials are in favor of 
the system.
   Gov. Rick Snyder said the 
Common Core is a good 
system to have in place, even 
though the majority of his 
party is attempting to halt its 
funding.
   “I think the Common Core 
is a really important oppor-
tunity, and I think it’s a good 
thing,” Snyder told print and 
broadcast reporters May 
6 in Detroit, while touring 
classrooms with Secretary 
of Education Arne Duncan. 
“Unfortunately, it’s been too 
much about politics. Too 
many people in our country … 
are looking to fight someone 
for the sake of fighting.”
   Flatter said BPS does not 
need the Common Core to 
maintain its status as a top 
tier district.
   “I don’t believe that CC has 
‘made the argument’ that BPS 
will be a better school district 
with it.”
   Flatter said some parts of 
the core values are important, 
but doesn’t think that we need 
Common Core to have those.

   “There are elements of 
CC which are hard to argue 
against,” Flatter said. “Yes, 
we want all students to think 
critically, be effective prob-
lem solvers, be self starters, 
be adept at information and 
data management. I just don’t 
think that we have proven 
that our existing system fails 
to deliver in those areas.”
   Superintendent Dr. Dan 
Nerad said the Common Core 
has flaws.
   “The Common Core focuses 
on too many subjects with 
standards that aren’t chal-
lenging enough.” Nerad told 
the Highlander. “It stretches 
our curriculum an inch deep 
and a mile wide, whereas 
other countries, they are able 
to go more in-depth on a few 
subjects.”
   According to Nerad, people 
who are against Common 
Core don’t fully know why 
they oppose it.
   “Many people who oppose 
the Common Core complain 
that it is hurting the cur-
riculum,” Nerad said.      “But 
Common Core is just a set of 
standards; the district still 
creates its own curriculum.”

Nerad: Parent Involvement a District Highlight
Esther Seawell
Staff Writer 
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Caroline Squatrito

Common core initiative funding could be taken away after 
Michigan House passes recent amendment. 

   “I believe what’s here as 
parent involvement is re-
ally at envy in this country,” 
Birmingham Superintendent 
Daniel Nerad said.
   This was the point Nerad 
stressed repeatedly during an 
interview on Tuesday May 21.
   Out of the 28 school dis-
tricts in Oakland County, 
Birmingham is fortunate to 
have parent engagement.
   “People value the parent 
involvement that exists in this 
district,” Nerad said. “Parent 
involvement fosters a good 
learning environment for 
young people.”
   According to a 2002 report 
from Southwest Educational 
Development Laboratory, stu-
dents with involved parents 
are more likely to perform 
better academically.
   The information tells you 
that when you have an active 
parent the school system is 
better and the children can do 
better,” Board of Education 
Member Robert Lawrence 
said. “So it is cornerstone of 
what a good school district is 
built on.”
   Some of the improved areas 
include earning higher grades 
and test scores and enrolling 
in higher level programs.
   “The more engagement we 
have and there is evidence 
that the more involved in a 
student’s life, even if it’s not 

their own student, the GPA 
levels are higher,” Board 
of Education Member Geri 
Rinschler said.
   Parental involvement does 
not just help students aca-
demically. Their support also 
includes going to conferences, 
open houses, and sporting 
events.
   “Everywhere in the district 
you see parents involved in 
the system to help their kids 
and other children as well,” 
Lawrence said. “They’re giv-
ing their talent and their time 
and its benefitting the whole 
system.”
   One of the reasons that par-
ents are able to contribute so 
much is because the environ-
ment is welcoming.
   “There are school districts 
where the culture of the 
school doesn’t invite parents 
in,” Rinschler said.
   Communications between 
the parents and administra-
tors is a key factor in their 
involvement.
  “Our principals really take 
it a step farther,” Rinschler 
said. “It’s more than just 
communication it’s sharing 
perspective on education with 
the parents.”
   Outside of administrative 
involvement, Lawrence said 
that parents recognize the 
importance of education in 
the community.
   “I think it’s because they 
understand the value of 
education for themselves, 
because this is a highly 

educated community, and 
the impact that it will have 
for their children,” Lawrence 
said.
   The parents also like to con-
tribute in other ways too, by 
giving suggestions on how to 
make the system better.
   “Parents will come in and 
criticize the school board on 
areas where we might need to 
improve,” Lawrence said.
   Overall having parents play 
a role in the community is a 
positive. There’s hardly any 
occasions where their pres-
ence is harmful.
      When there are issues, the 
Board recognizes that they 
parents are trying to be diffi-
cult they just care about their 
children.
   “It’s just finding the balance 
and then embracing the say-
ing that parents provide that 
are positive.” Lawrence said.
   The Board of Education is 
hoping to get more communi-
ty involvement later this year.
   “One of my hopes for the 
upcoming plans in the fall 
will be that we develop more 
school district partnership 
because all of those relation-
ships just make us a stronger 
community,” Rinschler said.
   The strength of the com-
munity comes down to the 
support given by parents.
   “The fact that there is such 
an organized structure here 
and support for each of the 
schools shows that the com-
munity really puts their arms 
around kids,” Nerad said.

Carmichall Advisors 
Accounting and 

Financial 
Consultants 

248-594-4207

For Some, Adderall Provides 
Needed Help. For Others, It’s a 
Dangerous Addiction
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Adams, Erik                   PEA                                    
Anderson, Betsy            PEA       
Anstett, Phoebe             PEA
Armstrong, Georgia
Arroyo, Anthony           PEA
Bartholomew, Caroline
Becker, Samantha          PEA
Benda, Nancy                PEA
Benderoff, Lauren  
Benson, Sara                  PEA
Bernard, Violet 
Bishop, Ben 
Boorstein, Adam            PEA
Bowman, Thomas  

Brown, Elaina 
Brown, Erin 
Brown, Matthew            PEA
Capicchioni, Dante  
Censoni, Madison 
Claussen, Max 
Clements, James            PEA
Collins, Anna                 PEA
Constand, Thomas 
Cormier, Max                PEA
Crimmins, William  
Cummings, Mariah  
Currie, Emily                PEA  
Dabbs, Micah  

Damman, Marisa  
Davis, Kathleen  
Deacon, Mark  
Diller, Alexis                 PEA
Dolan, Catherine           PEA
Edmonds, Meghan        PEA
Feikens, Emma              PEA
Fitch, Natalie                 PEA
Fody, Shannon  
Force, Molly  
Fuller, Jennifer  
Fynke, Julie                  PEA                
Genautis, Jonathan       PEA 
Geraldo, Dalton  

Ghazala, Sumer  
Gomez, Maxwell           PEA 
Gomez, Samuel  
Gordon, Alexander  
Gothard, Andrea  
Granadier, David           PEA 
Gretchko, David  
Grout, Mackenzie  
Guenther, Stephen  
Gumenick, Haley          PEA 
Gvozdich, Hunter  
Hackert, Daniel  
Haddad, William  
Hamilton, Alexandra  
Hardig, Anna                 PEA
Harrison, Megan           PEA
Hirst, Sydney  
Hoeck, Alexander         PEA 
Holme, Aaron  
Jackson, Dylan              PEA 
Johnson, Iris 
Johnson, Katherine  
Kassab, Paul                  PEA 
Kelly, Jack 
Kennedy, Derek             PEA

Kezlarian, Courtney      PEA
Khederian, Henry  
Kristopik, Kevin  
Kurepa-Peers, Hunter  
Kuslits, Emma               PEA  
Lakocy, Kimberly          PEA
Leary, Katherine            PEA 
Lee, Alexandra              PEA
Levett, Sarah                 PEA
Levin, Jeffrey                PEA
Lipinski, Morgan           PEA
List, Timothy                 PEA
Lloyd, Andrea  
MacFarlane, William     PEA
Maertens, Daniel  
Mareski, Mallory           PEA
Martin, Jake                   PEA
McClear, Kelsey  
McKay, Morgan  
McNutt, Stephanie        PEA
Merlini, Katarina           PEA
Miller, Zachary              PEA
Modawell, Sean  
Mondry, Jason  
Montgomery, Haily       PEA

Neuenfeldt, Erin  
Noga, Joanna                 PEA
O’Shea, Mairen             PEA
Osgood, Isabel               PEA
Packard, Dylan              PEA
Parfenov, Maria   
Park, Austen                  PEA
Park, Connor                 PEA 
Pelton, Kathryn 
Phi Beta Kappa 
President’s Education Award
Quigley, Katherine 
Phi Beta Kappa 
President’s Education Award
Rankin, Katherine 
Phi Beta Kappa  
Rayle, Thomas 
Phi Beta Kappa  
Rosin, Stephanie 
Phi Beta Kappa  
Russell, Paige 
Phi Beta Kappa 
President’s Education Award
Sabbagh, Scott 
Phi Beta Kappa 

President’s Education Award
Saeli, Connor 
Phi Beta Kappa  
Sarkesian, Kathryn 
Phi Beta Kappa 
President’s Education Award
Sawchuk, Tiffany 
Phi Beta Kappa  
Schaaf, Alison  
Schechter, Joshua          PEA 
Seago, Olivia                 PEA 
Sheehan, William  
Shen, Heather                PEA
Sheppard, Hannah  
Sherer, Maddison  
Slavin, Lily                       
Smith, Dana                       
Smith, Eric                     PEA
Smith, Mackenzie          PEA
Smythe, Caroline           PEA
Stachler, Adam  
Steltenkamp, Nicole      PEA
Strech, Mikaela  
Susalla, Adam                PEA
Swierczynski, Luke  

Tamler, Kendall             PEA
Tashiro, Naomi              PEA
Tayler, Zachary              PEA
Tons, Andrew                PEA
Topouzian, Shant  
Trask, Collin (posthumously)                           
PEA
Urlaub, Kevin  
Vanderhoef, Ryan          PEA
Vu, Tanya                       
Wegner, Allison             PEA
Wells, Jessica  
White, Lisa                    PEA
Wilberding, Aubrey       PEA 
Wilberding, Mallory      PEA
Wilberding, Tess  
Willett, Hailey               PEA
Williams, Addison  
Wilson, Matthew  
Wu, Winna                       
Wyllie, Taylor                PEA
Xheka, Anja                       
Young, Catherine           PEA
Zinkel, Kaitlin               PEA
Zori, Armani                  PEA

Phi Beta KaPPa 
and the President’s 
educational awards

Seaholm Award Winners

2012-2013
Outstanding Science Award 
Max Cormier
Katherine Quigley

Joseph Ponczocha Award (Mathematics)
Heather Shen

Honors in Mathematics 
Caroline Bartholomew
Emma Kuslits
Sean Modawell
Paige Russell
Caroline Smythe

Excellence in Math 
Adam Boorstein
Anna Collins
Megan Harrison
Derek Kennedy
Kate Leary
Alex Lee
Jake Martin
Mairen O’Shea
Olivia Seago
Kendall Tamler
Anna Hardig

Keith Bernacki Award 
Max Cormier
Nicole Steltenkamp

The Kelly Muzzi Award of Excel-
lence 
Iris Johnson
Jason Mondry

Creative Writing Award 
Joe Bierzynski
Austin Filbin
Emily Johnson
Rachel Toeppe

Art DelVero Excellence in World History
Tommy Rayle
Alexandra Lee

Michael O’Donnell (Historian) 
Matt Wilson
Kristin Holowecki

Theodore Roosevelt (Government)
Megan Harrison

Eleanor Roosevelt Student Activist
Bridget Sadley
Stephanie McNutt

Excellence in Study of Spanish Language  
Katarina Merlini

Excellence in Study of French Language 
Heather Shen

Excellence in Study of Chinese Language 
Anna Collins

Director’s Award for Choir 
Emily Johnson

Best All Around Musician – Orchestra
Jennifer Fuller

Department Award for Band 
Eric Smith
Dylan Packard

Individual Achievement Award 
Christopher Martin

American Vision Award 
Shannon Fody

Best of Show Portfolio 
Iris Johnson

Gold Key Portfolio 
Rachael Toeppe

Silver Key Portolio 
Ben Bishop

Honorable Mention Photography
Ben Bishop

Gold Key Drawing 
Shannon Fody
Bridget Sadley

Gold Key Painting 
Anna Hardig
Rachael Toeppe

Silver Key Painting 
Anna Hardig
Rachael Toeppe

Honorable Mention Painting 
Anna Hardig
Rachael Toeppe

Gold Key Drawing 
Emily Held

Gold Key Photography 
Iris Johnson
Talia Smock

Silver Key Photography 
Iris Johnson

Honorable Mention Photography
Iris Johnson

Honorable Mention Photography
Olivia Moore

Silver Key Photograhy 
Katherine Rankin

Silver Key Drawing 
Bridget Sadley

MI Art Ed. Assoc Regional Award    

Rachael Toeppe
Daniel Wright
Maria Parfenov

Focus in Marketing Award 
Connor Saeli

Focus in Computers Award
Christopher Browne

Focus in Computers Award 
Daniel Maertens
Focus in Finance Award 
Connor Saeli

Engineering Tech Student of the Year 
John Bobrowski
Dan Maertens

MHSAA Scholar-Athlete Award 
Lauren Benderoff
Max Cormier
Max Gomez
Anna Hardig
Katherine Leary
Alexandra Lee
Jake Martin
Zachary Miller
Jason Mondry
Austin Park
Katherine Quigley
Kendall Tamler

George Forester Jr Award 
Tommy Bowman
Aubrey, Mallory and Tess Wilberding

Prudential Spirit Award 
Kelsey McClear
Emily Potter

Dr. Barbara Ducker-Chin Award 
Nancy Benda

Outstanding School Service Award 
Patrick Blair
David Granadier
David Gretchko
Mackenzie Grout
Grace Kowalski
Alexandra Lee
Jason Mondry

Johnny Mullen
Paige Russell
Tommy Scheidt
Eric Smith
Nicole Steltenkamp
JP Tallent
Kendall Tamler

Seaholm Community Service Scholarship 
Kelsey McClear

President’s Volunteer Service Award 
Georgia Armstrong
Adam Boorstein
Caitlyn Ciemniecki
Kelsey McClear
Will Sheehan
Caroline Smythe

Marc Joslyn Award 
Eric Smith
Kendall Tamler

STRIVE Award 
Tripp Bobrowski
Whitney Ludwig

SOS – Above and Beyond 
Mackenzie Grout
Anna Collins
Eric Smith
John Bobrowski

National Honor Society Scholarship 
Adam Boorstein
Nicole Steltenkamp
Kaitlin Zinkel

Collin Trask Award  
Mackenzie Grout

Frank Ventrella Memorial Scholarship 
Caitlin Ciemniecki

Quill and Scroll Nat’l Award Winner
Ben Bishop 

Vida B. McGriffin Award (Publications)
Kelsey McClear
Taylor Wyllie

Unique to Michigan
Leaving Michigan for college? Here are 11 things you 

won’t find anywhere else but the Great Lake State.

Sports:

Food:

Culture:
According to michigan.
gov, throughout Michi-

gan, you’re always within 
85 miles of a fresh-water 

shoreline. 

The Sleeping Bear Dunes 
250 miles from Detroit- 

was named the most beau-
tiful sight in the USA in 
2012 by Good Morning 

America. 

The Woodward Dream 
Cruise, a tradition for 18 

years, takes over the entire 
month of August in Metro 
Detroit. There, Michigan 

residents can listen to live 
music, eat food and talk 

about cars. 

While the Detroit Lions 
haven’t always had success 
that hasn’t stopped Detroit 
fans from supporting them 
at Ford Field. In 2008 the 

Lions were the first and 
only team to go 0-16.  

When the Detroit Pistons 
were first established in 

1941 the team played out 
of Fort Wayne, Indiana. In 
1957 they moved to Detroit 
and since then have three 

NBA championships.  

The Detroit Red Wings 
are one of the most loved 

teams in the NHL. The 
area surrounding the Joe 
Louis Arena is know as 

“HockeyTown.” The last 
Stanley Cup championship 

came in 2008. 

The Detroit Tigers are the 
oldest continuous one-

name, one-city franchise 
in the American League. 

There most recent Ameri-
can League Champion-
ship title was in 2012 

The National Coney Is-
land  first opened its 

doors in 1965 in Roseville, 
MI. After the success of 
the Roseville restaurant 
two more locations were 
opened in Detroit and St. 

Clair Shores. 

The Cherry Repub-
lic is a Northern 

Michigan tradition. 
Started 22 years ago 
from the trunk of a 
car, the store now 

sells over 174 differ-
ent cherry products

Vernors Ginger Ale is the 
oldest surviving ginger 

ale in the United States. 
Started in 1866 by James 
Vernor, the product was 
first sold from a fountain 
in his Detroit drugstore.

Design and Reporting by     
Kelsey McClear and Taylor Wyllie. 
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District Helps to Preserve the Environment 

Photo By Taylor Wyllie
This man-made waterfall was created in order to increase the oxygen levels in the Rouge 
River. Oxygen levels can be low due to the fertilizer that gets into the body of water. 

   In a sea of gold and green, 
hundreds upon hundreds of 
dandelions spot the lawn sur-
rounding Seaholm. 
   These yellow-flowered 
plants, their petals soon to 
be replaced by seeds, stand 
strong between blades of 
grass due to the Birmingham 
district’s landscaping policy. 
Across Birmingham schools, 
according to Assistant Manag-
er of Operations for BPS, Mat-
thew Hess, the administration 
avoids using both herbicides 
and insecticides. 
   Still, there are exceptions to 
every rule. 
   “We use a very limited 
amount [of weed killers] in 
some sports turf areas,” Hess 
said. “[We use insecticides] 
only in very specific situations 
where there may be a level of 
activity that we cannot control 
by any other means.” 
   According to Michigan Sier-
ra Club Representative Italia 
Millan, Birmingham schools 
is doing the right thing by us-
ing these chemicals sparingly. 
However, she said, they should 
take it further by cutting pesti-
cide use all together.  
   “People have to understand 
that weeds are not that bad, at 
least they don’t cause horrible 
diseases like the pesticides,” 
Millan said. “It’s just a men-
tality thing; people just think 
weeds are ugly.”
   Pesticides can have a multi-
tude of effects on both the en-
vironment and people, accord-

Taylor Wyllie
Managing Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

By limiting the use of pesticides 
on school lawns, BPS helps to 
protect people and environment. 

ing to Italia, depending on the 
brand on the amount people 
are exposed to. The Environ-
mental Protection Agency re-
ports that certain brands of 
pesticides are poisonous to 
humans.
   According an environmental 
group known as Beyond Pesti-
cides, there is known evidence 
that pesticide exposure, even 
at low levels, can adversely 
affect a child’s neurological, 
respiratory, immune, and en-
docrine system. Pesticides like 
pyrethrins and pyrethroids, 
organophosphates and car-
bamates, are also known to 
cause or aggravate asthma 
symptoms.
   MSU Extension Horticul-
ture Educator, Robert Bricault 
said, however, that pesticide 
use can be needed. 
   “Insecticides, fungicides, 
herbicides all fall under the 
category of pesticides. In-
secticides could be needed,” 
Bricault said. “We have some 
problems with a beetle called 
the European Chafer and its 
grub stage can really wipe out 
a lawn if it’s not watched care-
fully.”
   Bricault said herbicide use 
can also be okay, if applied in 
moderation. 
   “Now herbicides, that’s hard 
to know,” Bricault said. “We 
would hope people use herbi-
cides at the most useful time, 
which is in spring when the 
weeds are small or in the fall 
when the weeds are moving 
stuff down into their roots, 
which makes it easier to kill 
them. We would hope people 
would spot treat so that they’re 

not using as much pesticides.” 
   When it comes to fertiliz-
ing, both Bricault and Millan 
agree: fertilizer can be a neces-
sity for lawns, but should only 
be applied after individuals or 
businesses know what’s miss-
ing from their soil. They can 
know this by testing their soil 
for nutrients like phosphorous 
and nitrogen with a kit avail-
able through MSU Extension. 
   If people are ignorant of what 
their soil needs, or fertilize too 
much, the excess nutrients in 
the fertilizer could run off into 
local water systems and cause 
an abundance of algea growth. 
This is known as Cultural Eu-
trophication. 
   “[Algea] takes oxygen from 
the lakes and it can affect the 
fish that live there because 
they need oxygen too,” Millan 
said. 
   According to Hess, Birming-
ham Public Schools follow this 
philosophy and fertilizes, at 
the most, twice a year.  
   However, chemicals aren’t 
the only landscaping tools that 
can have adverse effects on the 
environment. 
   According to Hess, the gen-
eral lawns on Birmingham 
District school property are 
cut down to three inches and 
mowed weekly by a contracted 
service called United Land-
scape. 
   Bricault said these three 
inches are the optimal height 
for grass.  
   “One of the better ways to 
keep weeds out of the lawn is 
to mow high, we see a lot of 
lawns where people mow very 
short and it stresses the lawn 

out,” Bricault said. “Mowing 
high, upwards of three inches, 
helps to shade out many of the 
weeds. It controls them with-
out herbicides, which is pretty 
cool.” 
   Bricault suggests mowing ev-
ery seven to 10 days, depend-
ing on the weather, or taking 
off one-third of the grass at a 
time. 
   “You have a thicker lawn just 
by mowing higher,” Bricault 
said. “It’s best to try and mow 
so you’re taking off one-third 
of the grass at a time, but un-
fortunately it might rain for 
three or four days and it’ll be 
much higher than that, but you 
don’t have much of a choice.”

   Millian agrees with Bricault 
on the optimal length for 
grass, however her reasons 
slightly differ. She said, keep-
ing the grass high and mow-
ing less often is better for the 
environment, as not as many 
pollutants are emitted into the 
atmosphere. 
   Pollutants from lawn mow-
ers are the same as from cars, 
including carbon monoxide, 
violate organic compounds, 
and nitrogen oxides said peo-
plepoweredmachines.com.  
   According to the EPA, all of 
these pollutants can cause any 
reactions from chest pain to 
heart disease to adverse respi-
ratory effects, when people are 

exposed. 
   For Hess and BPS schools, 
the main driver of landscaping 
policy is community health. 
   “We could use those prod-
ucts.   We choose not to. The 
spectrum of students, staff, 
community, etc, that use our 
facilities is so broad that any 
products we choose to use - 
could have an undesirable ef-
fect on someone,” Hess said. 
“The secondary reason is the 
environmental impact of these 
products on our community 
and area.  It’s not worth mess-
ing that up further for [the 
future generation].  If we can 
make it better before we go, all 
the better.” 

Standardizing the Future 
Kendall Hitch
News Editor
kchitch@seaholmhighlander.com

   ACT, MME, PLAN, EX-
PLORE, MEAP, PSAT
   More than just confusing ac-
ronyms, this list includes six 
assessments that all Seaholm 
students will be required to 
take before they graduate. 
   For Birmingham students, 
the standardized testing pro-
cess starts in third grade and 
doesn’t conclude until the end 
of their junior year. 
   But what is the true signifi-
cance of standardized testing 
in a student’s life inside and 
outside of the classroom? 
   College and career coun-
selor Judith Stahl said that 
the primary purpose of these 
tests is to predict a student’s 
success in college, but they 
have come into increased 
importance due their role in 
college admissions.
   “They indicate a student's 
propensity for an educa-
tional pathway,” Stahl said, 
“and this information can 
help to determine a stu-
dent's success in a particu-
lar major in college.” 
   According to principal 
Dee Lancaster, Seaholm 
focuses on select tests in 
curriculum, without com-
promising the integrity of 
the class. 
   “The ACT and AP play a 
larger role in our curriculum 
than anything else,” Lancaster 
said.
   Lancaster said that making 
sure students have completed 
algebra two and grammar basics 
is an important part of Seaholm 
curriculum. 
   Seaholm guidance counselor 
Toby Loukmas said Seaholm’s 
focus on the ACT starts before 
students reach high school.
   “For us the ACT really does 
play a big role, we give the 
Explore to eighth graders and we 
give the plan to tenth graders,” 
Loukmas said.
   Beyond college readiness, 
Loukmas said that standardized 
tests can be used to determine 
class placement. 
   “We never make a unilateral 
decision based on a test score, 
but it is a very important 
piece of data that we look at 

for class placement and rec-
ommendations for tutoring,” 
Loukmas said. 
   Superintendant Daniel 
Nerad said he agrees with the 
practice of focusing on stan-
dardized test achievement, 
but that it is instrumental to 
use the data from the tests 
correctly.

   “A lot of what happens in 
schools can be put to mea-
surement, but not every-
thing,” Nerad said.
   Nerad said he doesn’t agree 
with the practice of using one 
test to evaluate the quality of 
an individual. 
   “That’s really why these 
tests were developed, to judge 
curriculum quality,” Nerad 
said.  “Now we want to use 
these test to judge teacher, 
student, and administrator 
quality, that’s a problem.” 
   According to Nerad, one 
way to effectively use stan-
dardized test scores is to en-
sure that evaluations entirely 
rely on them. 
   “One way to address that is 
use multiple sources of data, 
the other way is to not rush to 
judgment,” Nerad said.
   Stahl said that many college 
admissions officers follow a 
philosophy similar to Nerad’s 
beliefs when looking at indi-

vidual students. 
   “Schools still use these 
scores for predicting student 
success but are also using a 
holistic approach in reviewing 
a student's application,” Stahl 
said.
   According to Stahl, over the 
past couple of years, some 
colleges have started to allow 

students to opt out of submit-
ting an ACT or SAT score. 
   “Over 450 schools have 
opted to not consider this 
standardized testing data in 
their consideration for admis-
sion but do ask for it after 
the student has enrolled to 
track their own research into 
whether standardized testing 
IS a good predictor of future 
college success,” Stahl said. 
   Stahl said DePaul Uni-
versity in Chicago is a good 
example of a school who looks 
to grades and class rigor to 
decide on admission. 
   Weather is be applying to 
college or freshmen year math 
placement, Nerad said that 
comprehensive evaluation is 
the most important element 
with standardized testing. 
   “No one wants to be judged 
on one test given one time on 
one day,” Nerad said. 

Photo ByCaroline Squatrito
Seaholm studnets take standardized tests starting in third 
grade and won’t finish until around the end of tjunior year.

“No one wants to be judged on one 
test given one time on one day”

- Dr. Dan Nerad
BPS Superintendent
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Congrats Seaholm 
Graduates!

Located on the  corner of Maple and Cranbrook
(248)647-1588

The Seaholm Class of 2013 
Gratefully Acknowledge and Sincerely 

Thank the Following Donors who 
Generously Supported  

The Senior All Night Party 
 

 
Bed Bath & Beyond   Breadsmith  China Town  Costco Crate & Barrel 
 Greek Islands  HaagenDaz  LaBell Provence  Luxe Bar & Grill  Mills 
Pharmacy POGO SkateBoard Shop  Sodexho Quenlyn & Company 
Salon  Social Kitchen & Bar  Subway  Sur La Table 
 
 
Community Donors: Seaholm PTSA  Derby PTSA BCS PTSA  Pierce 
PTSA Quarton PTA Birmingham Hockey  Seaholm Women’s Swim 
& Dive Seaholm Men’s Water polo Seaholm Volleyball Boosters  
Birmingham Girls Lacrosse  Seaholm Girls Cross Country  Seaholm Boys 
Swim & Dive  Seaholm Girls Water Polo  Seaholm Boys Tennis  Seaholm 
Wrestling  Seaholm Football  Seahom Boys Basketball  Seaholm Girls 
Softball  Seaholm Boys Soccer  Seaholm Women’s Soccer  Seaholm 
Maple Motion 
 
 
Family Donors:  Ahern Anstett Arroyo Benda Benson  
Bicca/Wolkhamer  Blank  Brown Capicchioni Censoni  Ciemineki 
Collins Connelly Crimmins  Cummings  Damman  Deacon  
Doherty  Eaton  Gothard  Granadier  Granett  Greene  Grout  
Gvozdich  Hamilton  Harris/Micallef  Houghton  Jackson  Johnson  
Kalil  Kowalski  Kristopik  Kurschat  Kuslits  Lakocy  Lee  Levin  
Loeffler  MacFarlane  Madigan  Martin  McGraw  Meads  Montgomery 
 Mullen  O'Neil  Pearce  Pryka  Putz  Rankin  Russell  Saeli  
Schaaf  Serbantez  Smith  Steltenkamp  Sutherland  Tamler  
Tashiro  Tropea  VanHulle  Vaughan  Wegner  White  Wilkop  
Willett  Wilson  Wyllie  Young Yousif 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations

Class of 2013!

Nature’s Touch 
Flowers
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Making the Grade:
Seaholm High School

Heating/Air Conditioning:
   For all the positives that Seaholm has to 
offer, the heating and air conditioning system is 
not one of them. An outsider walking through the 
halls of Seaholm in the winter months may ques-
tion why so many of the students walk through 
the halls with their winter parkas and three more 
layers on under that. On any given day you could 
be sitting in first hour wishing you had a heated 
blanket to keep you warm and by fifth hour you 
have shed every layer leaving only the light t-
shirt and you’re still hot. The fluctuation of the 
temperature makes it incredibly difficult to stay 
focused on what the teacher is trying to teach. 
We understand the district is trying to save mon-
ey but we don’t think making the school freezing 
and sweltering is the way to do it.

Atmosphere:
   On any week students spend an average of 30 
hours a week inside the walls their school. Add 
in sports and extracurriculars and that number 
can be well above 40. With this much time being 
spent in one place it is important to have a posi-
tive atmosphere for students and teachers alike. 
Administrators, teachers and fellow classmates 
do an above average job in making sure that stu-
dents feel valued, safe and comfortable while in 
school each day. This encouraging atmosphere 
allows for students to strive academically and 
socially. 
  However, not all is perfect. Students don’t make 
an effort to get to know the students outside their 
immediate cliques, and generally stay with the 
same people all throughout high school. There 
are times when the school comes together, dur-
ing challenge day or even field day, but two days 
out of the year isn’t really enough. Instead of ig-
noring one another, students should make more 
of an effort to truly be a Seaholm family. 

After School Clubs:

   Every time you turn the corner at Seaholm it 
seems that like there is a new flyer up for some 
different after school club or activity. Seaholm 
offers a wide variety of activities and events 
for students who may not be choosing to play 
a sport. And if they don’t have the club you are 
looking for, it is easy enough to go to administra-
tors and request the addition of that particular 
club. However, the only challenge can be finding 
a teacher to sponsor your club. 

Staff:

From supportive, fun loving College and Career 
Center Counselor Judith Stahl to the dry wit of 
entertaining history teacher Chuck Passerlli, the 
staff at Seaholm is one of school’s largest assets. 
   At Seaholm, the staff cares. It’s common to find 
the teacher’s parking lot still brimming with cars 
after the 2:45 bell, as teachers like Eric Bruns and 
Thad Wilhelm stay to help struggling students. 
   Counselors help seniors with their college en-
deavors, and freshmen with their transition into 
high school, while custodians chat with students 
in the hallways, telling jokes and sharing in-
sights.
   Sure, not every student gets along with every 
staff member, but personalities clash every-
where. Ask any student at Seaholm and they’ll be 
able to name at least one staff member who has 
affected their life for the better, and with over 
1,200 students that’s truly an impressive feat. 

Above average school, 
with room for
 improvement

A

Safety:
   With gun control and school safety all over the 
news, it’s no surprise Seaholm has taken more 
steps this year to secure our school. A security 
guard sits outside the main entrance and start-
ing on May 6, students have had to be buzzed 
in by a person waiting in the office. While these 
measures appear to be proactive, they don’t re-
ally do much. 
   With the two lockdowns that took place within 
three weeks of each other, it’s still unclear what 
purpose the security guard stationed at the front 
door serves. During the second lockdown. she 
reportedly hid in a room with students (one live 
tweeted the moment), as administrators and po-
lice officers looked for the potential threat. 
   Additionally the buzzer system located at the 
pool doors is flawed, as the camera only shows 
the left side of the entrances. A person can easily 
sneak in undetected through the right doors, if 
someone lets them in. 
   Lastly, more often than not, the door at the end 
of the G hall is propped open. If someone wants 
to get in and can’t through the front and back en-
trances, all they have to do is walk around the 
side and slip in through the open door. 
   Overall, Seaholm’s security is lacking. The 
school does a lot to look like it’s doing something, 
but in actuality it’s doing almost nothing at all. 

C
Parking Lot:

   When parking lot attendant Dale Downen di-
rected students to park down the street as all the 
parking spots were taken, in the pouring rain, it 
was just another Tuesday in the student park-
ing lot. It’s not Downen’s fault, but the fact that 
students’- who had paid $75 to have a parking 
spot- have to frequently park in the street or park 
illegally, isn’t fair or right. 
   What makes it worse, is just around the school, 
there’s a second parking lot with plenty of spots 
for the students who need them, but it’s off lim-
its. The teacher parking lot is scarcely full, and if 
used, could reduce the stress on students when 
they look for a place to park twice a day. Instead, 
open spots remain open in the teacher lot, as 
students double or even triple park in their own 
lot and hope they don’t get hit by a car trying to 
squeeze past. 
   Seaholm has grown over the past few years, it’s 
time the parking lot grows with it. 

C-

Design: Taylor Wyllie, Content: Taylor Wyllie, Kelsey Mc-
Clear, and Kelly Martniek

B
The Cafeteria:

   The lines are long and you may wait ten min-
utes just to buy a water bottle, but it also has a 
pretty good selection. 
   The salad bar, unlike some other schools, ac-
tually has nice, fresh veggies and lettuce that 
isn’t brown. If that’s not for you, you can always 
count on the sandwich station, a slice of pizza, 
and some other rotating option. 
   Unfortunately, sometimes selections differ be-
tween A and B lunch periods. This means that 
students with B lunch often end up missing out 
on the most desired items
   On sunny days, the cafeteria offers students the 
option to eat outside, with seating available for 
about 25 students. . 

A-

D

A

B
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   Sketch. Measure. Cut. Sew. 
Repeat.
   This is the natural rhythm 
that goes through the minds 
of Anna Hardig and Tanya Vu 
throughout their day.
   Hoping to take their passion 
for fashion to new heights, 
Seaholm’s these two seniors 
hope to pursue their love for 
clothes the next four years 
while they both attend college 
for fashion.
   Attending the University of 
Michigan next fall, Hardig has 
been creating her own designs 
since middle school.
   “I’ll use sharpies and if I like 
a pair of jeans I’ll just draw on 
them,” Hardig said.
   For years she’s been picking 
color schemes and free hand-
ing patterns using her talent to 
craft fun patterned jeans and 
Converse tennis shoes, turn-
ing her wardrobe from ordi-
nary to extraordinary.
   It all started when Hardig 
spotted a pair of must-have 
patterned jeans.
   “I saw this pair of jeans that 
I really liked but they didn’t fit 
me,” Hardig said. 
   But unlike most, she didn’t 
stop there. Hardig went to 
Target and bought a pair of 
fitting, plain jeans. She free-
handed her own pattern on 
them and turned the pants 
into a work of art.
   “They’re so much better than 
the first pair of jeans I saw,” 
Hardig said. “It’s just fun hav-
ing my
own design on them.”
   Hardig’s mom, Sara Hardig, 
encourages her daughter to 
keep with her passion and use 
her talent.
  “I love seeing Anna find new 
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ways to express her 
creativity,” Mrs. 
Hardig said.
   Hardig’s art teach-
er her senior year, 
Elizabeth Moyer, 
enjoys seeing Har-
dig grow in her ar-
tistic ability.
   “She really grew 
this year,” Moyer 
said. “She came in 
with all these dif-
ferent ideas and 
through the course 
of the year, funneled 
them into a concen-
tration.”
   On the marketing 
side of things, senior 
Tanya Vu will be at-
tending the Fashion 
Institute of Design 
and Merchandising 
in the fall, hoping 
to graduate with a 
degree in Fashion 
Merchandising. 
   Located in Irving, 
California, and 
boasting graduates 
such as Lauren Conrad and 
Monique Lhuillier, attending 
a fashion school like FIDM 
has been a longtime dream of 
Vu’s. 
   “I was taking Fashion Mer-
chandising B at the end of 
sophomore year, and we start-
ed to put on a fashion show,” 
Vu said. “I thought it was re-
ally fun and I potentially saw 
what I could be doing [as a 
career].
    Vu’s parents were initially 
skeptical about their daugh-
ter attending fashion school, 
hoping their daughter were 
change her mind to pursue a 
conventional path to a degree. 
   “Fashion isn’t a field a lot 
of people go into,” Vu said. 
“They’re afraid that when I 
come out I’m not going to find 
any jobs.”
   However, Vu’s choice to pur-
sue a major related to business 

Two Seaholm Seniors Have 
a Passion for Fashion
Kathleen Davis
Editor-in-Chief-Web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

Sam Jones
Staff Writer
sjones@seaholmhighlander.com

and family ties in California 
have swayed her parents.
   “They’re really supportive 
about it now,” Vu said. 
   Hardig hopes to continue to 
concentrate on her fashion/art 
talent at University of Michi-
gan next year.
   “I’m doing a dual major,” 
Hardig explained. “I’m think-
ing industrial operations engi-
neering and
material science.”
   However Hardig decides to 
utilize her rare talent, she al-
ways knows she has the sup-
port of her
biggest fans.
   “I’m excited to see Anna’s 
creative artwork and every 
new thing she creates,” Mrs. 
Hardig said.

District Revamps
Character Education

   Character education has become an in-
creased focus at Seaholm, especially after the 
Newtown, Connecticut shooting. 
   “When something like [the shooting] hap-
pens on a national scale we have to look at 
what we are doing in our own community,” 
Superintendent Daniel Nerad said. 
   According to Nerad, the last few months 
have been used to construct a Safe Schools 
plan that includes three elements, a policy re-
vision, visual recognition systems, and a new 
character education plan. 
   The current character education plan as of 
the May 7 board meeting included plans to 
include character education into health class 
curriculum.
   “I’m very happy that character education 
has become a component of the safe schools 
plan,” Nerad said. 
   Birmingham Board of Education member 
Lori Soifer said the character education is an 
essential element of the new safe schools plan. 
   “Character education is a critical component 
to a comprehensive safe schools plan. Stu-
dents and adults cannot learn if they do not 
feel physically and emotionally safe,” Soifer 
said.
   According to Soifer, Nerad asked members 
from the Health SALT (Subject Area Lead-
ership Team) and the Character Education 
Steering Committee to identify a scope and 
sequence of pro-social skills and social emo-
tional standards for our schools.
   Soifer said Nerad is also working to deter-
mine what resources will be needed for this 
development and that this remains an ongo-
ing process. 
   “To date, our work has focused on integrat-

Courtesy Of Anna Harding
Anna Harding posing with a pair of 
jeans she designed herself. She has been 
creating her own clothes since middle 
school.

Kendall Hitch
News Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

ing Character Education into the culture of 
each of our schools through the Character 
Education Partnership’s Eleven Principle 
Framework,” Soifer said. 
   Senior Sarah Levett said she feels the dis-
trict needs to institute community-building 
in order to achieve their character education 
goals.
   “I think it’s not so much character education 
that’s needed so much as a kind of community 
building,” Levett said. 
   According to Levett, activities such as class 
trips could start to foster a greater sense of 
community between students and teachers in 
Seaholm by allowing them opportunities to 
talk and interact outside of the classroom. 
   “Challenge day was the only character edu-
cation I remember and it was a good experi-
ence,” Levett said. 
   Soifer has a similar approach to what Levett 
is suggesting, but believes that character 
education should be a part of everything that 
happens in school. 
   “Our focus has been to improve school cul-
ture by integrating character education into 
everything we do,” Soifer said. 
   Junior Despina Tsitlakidou said character 
education is most relevant in the connection 
students build with teachers. 
   “Teachers are able to understand students 
as individuals and have the best chance to 
communicate with them at a personal level,” 
Tsitlakidou said.
   Soifer said that the ultimate goal of the 
character education program is in the interest 
of the students. 
   “We want our students to learn well and to 
develop well as capable and ethical leaders,” 
Soifer said. 
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Junior Rides Into National Spotlight
Riley Micallef
Staff Writer
Rmicallef@seaholmhighlander.com

   Shane Leslie has high expec-
tations for 2013.  He doesn’t 
want to be just a good biker, 
he wants to be one of the best.
   “Next year I want to get on 
a World Cup team and do 
all the World Cup races, and 
finish in the top 100 in the 
world,” Leslie said.
   Leslie, Junior at Seaholm 
High School, has been biking 
since he was a young child 
just like most students at 
Seaholm, however Leslie took 
cruising around the block to 
the next level.  
   He now races competitively 
in downhill-mountain bik-
ing, which is exactly what it 
sounds like-shooting straight 
down the side of a mountain 
on a bicycle, going for the 
fastest time possible.  
   Despite the danger, Leslie’s 
love for the sport prevails. 
   “Knocked out teeth, shat-
tered foot, broken collarbone, 
broken hands and fingers, 
shattered shoulder, broken 
ribs and lots of concussions- 
it’s all part of the sport,” 
Leslie said.
   Some people might think 
he’s crazy, but biking is an 
adrenaline rush he can’t go 
without.
   All the spills and all the pain 
that comes with them are all 
worth it to him, every single 
fall makes him a better rider, 
Leslie said.  This year Leslie 
is better than ever before, and 
he wants to be on the USA 
World Cup team.  
   Saying this goal would be 
hard to reach is a bit of an un-
derstatement, but Leslie sure 
has been putting in the work 
necessary to accomplish it.  
   Only seven riders from the 
USA can be on the World Cup 
team and Leslie is hoping to 
be one of them.  If he con-
tinues to win national races 

Photo Courtesy Of  Jay Schultz
Junior Shane Leslie rides downhill during one of his races.  He competes across the country with some of the most elite riders in his age group.

like he’s been doing, he may 
qualify to be on the team.  
   He now races in National 
and World Cup races all 
throughout the country.  
Most recently, Leslie biked 
at the Sea Otter Classic in 
Washington, finishing with 
a time of 2:19.5.  He placed 
14th in Washington, however 
before this race he had won 
four events in a row.  
   “I go to the gym a few times 
a week,” Leslie said.  “But I 
ride everyday, whether it’s 
BMX, Motocross, road-riding, 
or mountain biking.”
   Leslie has been in nearly 
40 USA Cycling events in the 
past three years, and practice 
is indeed starting to make 

perfect.  Leslie won eight out 
of 13 events he raced in 2012 
alone, and finished 
on the podium many 
times previous.  
   Leslie is a USA Cy-
cling team rider, spon-
sored by High Gear 
Racing, and is clearly 
a rider with potential 
to take biking a step 
further.
   “I’ve been biking with 
him [Shane] for awhile 
now, and whether it’s 
on the street or on a 
mountain he really 
knows how to ride,” 
Noah Fairburn, friend 
and fellow biker said.  
“I think if he really 

wants to he could make it a 
profession, he definitely has 

talent.”
   Leslie wants to make biking 

a career.
   “Hoping to make 
it my job,” he said.  
“I want to ride for 
companies and get 
paid for doing it; 
that would be the 
best job.”  
   The life of profes-
sional biking would 
be a dream come 
true for Leslie and 
his parents, how-
ever biking is no 
stranger to the fam-
ily.  Leslie’s father, 
John, also races 
for USA cycling in 
the same events as 

Shane for his age group, 40+.  
   John, who is 47, started 
back in Colorado when he was 
in his mid-twenties. 
   “I got into it through some 
friends who rode, and ever 
since I tried it out, I loved it 
and haven’t stopped since,” 
John said.  
   As his friends introduced 
him to the sport, Leslie 
became ever attached.  Like 
father like son appears to 
show true as Shane picked up 
quickly on the sport as well.
   “My dad got me into it when 
I was little,” Leslie said.  “He’s 
always been there for me and 
motivated me to get faster. “

“Knocked out teeth, 
shattered foot, broken 

collarbone, broken hands 
and fingers, broken ribs and 
lots of concussions -- it’s all 

part of the sport” 

- Shane Leslie
Mountain Biker
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Climbing Through Senior Year

Photo By Molly Force
Senior Hunter Gvozdich climbs at Planet Rock many times a week and has made trips down to The Red in Kentucky. Gvoz-
dich has been climbing since the end of last 

Molly Force
Student Life Editor
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Molly Force

Senior Max Cormier climbs 
at Miguel’s Pizza and Rock 
Climbing. “Once climbing 
chooses you, you have no 
escape,” Cormier told the 
Highlander.

   They take turns, climbing 
and belaying, trusting each 
other to keep them safe while 
they climb to high heights.
   Using only their hands to bal-
ance their weight, Max Cormi-
er and Hunter Gvozdich make 
it their goal to climb both nat-
ural and artificial rock walls in 
hopes of reaching the top, test-
ing their strength, endurance, 
agility, and mental control.
   Cormier and Gvozdich start-
ed rock climbing one day in 
August and haven’t stopped 
since.
   “I was just reading Outside 
Magazine and I saw an ad 
for climbing,” Gvozdich said. 
“Then I texted Max.”
   “The rest is history,” Cormier 
said.
   The Seaholm seniors climb 
an average of three times a 
week at Planet Rock in Pontiac 
but they took their skills to the 
next level over spring break 
when they drove 7.5 hours 
to get the real experience of 
climbing outdoors at Red Riv-
er Gorge in Kentucky.
   “It’s like the Mecca of rock 
climbing, east of the Missis-
sippi,” Gvozdich said.
   The pair camped for five days 
at a rock-climbing-only camp-
ground called Miguel’s Pizza.
   “It’s extremely famous in the 
rock climbing community,” 
Cormier said. “It’s the place to 
stay.”
   Red River Gorge features 
sandstone crags, also known 
as a group of cliffs, which con-
tain over 1600 different climbs 
and give a variety of options 

for beginning to experienced 
climbers.
   “The biggest thing we 
climbed was probably 100 ver-
tical feet,” Gvozdich said. “It 
was a pretty incredible experi-
ence overall.”
   It wasn’t just the climbing 
that added to the adventure.
   “We drove through oil roads 
which were literally riverbeds 
at places and down 50 degree 
inclines that are all single lane 
dirt roads with two way traffic, 
a foot of gravel, and a 100 feet 
drop on either side,” Cormier 
said. “You have no room for 
failure. The driving was actu-
ally scarier than the climbing.”
   In addition to their physical 
activities, they met other in-
teresting climbers during their 
stay in Kentucky from places 
all over the map.
   “The people were amazing. 
We met someone who hitch-
hiked to Patagonia and people 
who had traveled the world,” 
Cormier said. “One time we 
were climbing at a crag and we 
were next to people from Italy, 
Tennessee, Canada, France, 
and Mexico.”
   Even though the danger of 
rock climbing usually leads 
people to avoid trying the 
sport, Cormier and Gvozdich 
don’t think of fear as an issue.
   “You feel scared sometimes 
but you don’t feel unsafe be-
cause when you feel unsafe 
that means you are doing 
something wrong,” Cormier 
said. “Everything is double 
checked, triple checked.”
   The process of getting ready 
to climb is often long and de-
liberate. First, they look at 
the route and figure out the 
best way to climb it, then they 

“flake” the rope meaning they 
check for knots and places 
where the rope could be weak. 
Following that, they tie the 
rope to their harnesses using 
a double figure eight knot with 
a Yosemite backup knot. The 
belayer then clips in belaying 
device with a carabiner and fi-
nally, they check each other’s 
set up to make sure carabiners 
are locked and everything is 
secure.
   Gvozdich is committed to 
the sport of rock climbing and 
continues to get enjoyment 
out of it.
   “My favorite things about 
rock climbing are the commu-
nity, the adrenaline, and the 
fear,” he said. “There is always 
something you can push your-
self on. There is always going 
to be a way to go harder.”
   Cormier feels the same way.
   “It’s super centering. It’s very 
meditative, actually. Focusing 
on one single very difficult 
task where it is both physical 
and mental,” he said. “You’re 
only thinking about that task 
and not about anything else 
and you are just really caught 
up in the moves you are do-
ing. It is really calming and 
really rewarding. It feels very 
meaningful.”
   Another reason why rock 
climbing is such a lively activ-
ity is because of the all the dif-
ferent places it is available.
   “It’s cool going out and 
finding new places to climb,” 
Gvozdich said. “It gives you a 
reason to travel.”
   Their plans for the sum-
mer include climbing in New 
Hampshire, West Virginia, 
and Kentucky again. However, 
Cormier’s dream climb would 

be El Capitan in Yosemite Na-
tional Park.
   “It would take a few days to 
get up a wall and you could 
have to sleep on the wall,” 
he said. “That’s what I would 
want to do. It’s basically hard-
core vertical camping.”
   Both Cormier and Gvozdich 
want to continue climbing in 
college and for years after.
   “Once climbing chooses 
you, you have no escape, re-
ally. You don’t choose climb-
ing,” Cormier said. “Climbing 
chooses you.”

Senior Becomes 
Powerlifting Champ

Kathleen Davis
Editor-in-Chief, Web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

    Dante Cappiccioni, at six 
feet and 242 pounds, plays 
tuba in the Seaholm march-
ing band, speaks softly, and is 
a regular friendly face around 
Seaholm’s halls.
   He’s also a national cham-
pion.
   This past April, Cappiccio-
ni took part in the Amateur 
American Powerlifting Fed-
eration’s National Champi-
onship, which took place in 
Grand Rapids. 
   “Last year and this year I 
went to a state competition 
and I got first place,” Cappi-
cionni said. “Then this year I 
competed in a national com-
petition and I got first place.”
   The Amateur American 
Powerlifting Ferderation, 
or AAPF, is a division of the 
World Powerlifting Congress, 
which was created in 1986 
by legendary powerlifter Er-
nie Frantz. According to their 
website, the conference con-
tains 30 countries worldwide 
who regularly participate in 
competitions. The AAPF is the 
only section of the program 
that regularly drug tests their 
athletes.
   Powerlifting is a sport that 
consists of an athlete attempt-
ing three lifts at maximum 
weight; bench press, deadlift, 
and squats. While bench press 
typically focuses on upper 
body strength, deadlift and 
squat require the entire body 

to be in extremely fit shape. 
   “For this last one [the Nation-
al Championship] I squatted 
480 pounds, my bench press 
was 303 pounds and my dead-
lift was 501 pounds,” Cappic-
cioni said. “My squat and my 
deadlift were both personal 
records, but my bench was not 
my best.”
   Cappiccioni lifts three to four 
times a week for two hours 
each, and has been doing so 
for the past four years since he 
picked up the sport.
   “Dante is a great example of 
hard work and dedication,” 
Seaholm weight room supervi-
sor and social studies teacher 
Bob Carleton said. “It’s not 
easy to get under those heavy 
weights day after day but 
Dante has the will of a cham-
pion.”
  Cappiccioni’s weight room 
trainer, Darryl McIntyre, 
agrees with Carleton.
   “This may sound cliche, but 
Dante is the epitome of hard 
work and dedication,” Mc-
Intyre said. “With Dante, I 
have witnessed him more con-
fident and more adept at han-
dling adversity.”
   On Tuesday, May 14, Cappic-
cioni officially committed to 
the football program at Case 
Western Reserve University, 
where he plans to play center. 
However, the future for his 
powerlifting career may have 
to be postponed.
   “If I can still do [powerlift-
ing] I will,” Cappiccioni said. 
“Or I may just have to wait 
until after college if I’m still fit 
enough.”

Photo Courtesy of Dante Cappiccioni
Seaholm senior Dante Cappiccioni performs a deadlift [top] 
and squat [bottom] lift at the Amateur American Powerlifting 
Federation National Championship. 

Junior Alex Strohm Skates Her Way Into Elite League

 As she nears the end of a sweet and subtle 
acoustic music set at the Royal Oak’s Goldfish 
Tea House, few listening would expect Alex 
Strohm to be able to check a boy twice her size 
into the boards and convert break away into 
unassisted goal.
   Strohm, a junior, plays for an AAA Compu-
ware hockey team in the HPHL, High Perfor-
mance Hockey League. There are only three 
AAA teams in the state of Michigan and five in 
their league around the country. 
   “We play against teams all over the country 
and Canada as well,” Strohm said. “We have a 
tournament in New York this fall.” 
   Strohm plays both defense and forward 
against teams such as Honey Baked and Little 
Casears.
   She has practice four times a week, with an 
hour of on ice, plus games and tournaments 
on the weekends. Not to mention the rink is in 
Plymouth, which adds on another 45 minutes 
to an hour to her night.
   “On a night that I have hockey, I leave an 
hour and 45 minutes before practice starts,” 
Strohm said.” After off ice workouts are the 
hour and a half practices. It usually takes me 
10-20 minutes to get my equipment off and 
then a 45 minute drive home.”
   At tournaments they can play up to six 
games, two on Friday, two on Saturday, and 
two on Sunday if their team makes it to the fi-
nal rounds.
   She showed a great deal of interest at a young 
age and started to play at a Royal Oak co-ed 
house league, but as she got older she began to 

try out for girls’ A and AA travel teams.
   Strohm began her hockey career in 7th grade 
for the Troy Jaguars, being the youngest on the 
team.  The next year she moved up to a U16 
team in Rochester, which was an AA rank.
   Hockey ranks range from house to travel, and 
within travel the levels are A, AA, AAA. Boy’s 
teams go further, through juniors and semi-
pro teams, but girl’s stop at AAA as the highest 
rank.
   During Strohm’s freshman year she played 
with the Birmingham Rangers, where she 
caught the eye of her coach, who also coached 
the Cranbrook hockey team.
   “He tried to persuade a friend and I to apply 
to Cranbrook and play high school hockey, but 
we declined,” Strohm said.
   Strohm’s competitive ambition and passion 
for the sport drove her to wanting more of a 
challenge, to try out for the Icebreakers, which 
played in the amateur Little Caesar’s hockey 
league.  
   “This was one of those teams that would beat 
everyone by 12 goals,” Strohm said. “One of the 
teams that as an opponent I always had a little 
bit more fun scoring on because they weren’t 
expecting it.”
   Although the Icebreakers were only an AA 
team, Strohm still traveled and competed in 
tournaments, which was much more of a time 
commitment than her previous season. 
   “It was more time than I had ever put into 
hockey and our team had a lot of internal is-
sues,” Strohm said. Girls can be catty you 
know.”
   Since Strohm was putting such a large com-
mitment into her game, she decided to give 
AAA a shot, even though it would be much 
more time consuming.

   “Having not enjoyed last season, I was set 
on playing with the boys again because it was 
more fun, laid back, and not nearly as intense,” 
Strohm said. 
   AAA tryouts take place in the spring with a 
few adjustments in the fall, but Strohm missed 
the tryouts. 
   “We contacted the Compuware coach, one of 
the three teams, saying I had interest in play-
ing for him,” Strohm said. “He had me skate 
with his team a few times and then decided to 
sign me.”
   In total, hockey can take four to five hours out 
of her nights, which meant she had to choose 
between different activities to give hockey a 
chance. 

Katie Moore
Staff Writer
kmoore@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of Lenora Strohm
Alex Strohm receives a pass on the ice during an AAA Compuware game.  Her team is only 
one of three in the state.

   “It’s hard to balance hockey with school, 
friends, music, ACTs, and other sports,” 
Strohm said. “I had to quit guitar lessons and 
give up other clubs and interests to play.” 
   As for college, Strohm is unsure about what 
she wants. 
   “My coach is determined to help those of us 
wanting to find a team that suites us both aca-
demically and athletically,” Strohm said. “I’ve 
been playing my whole life, so it’s a hard deci-
sion to make.
   Even though playing AAA has been a tough 
commitment, Strohm believes she made the 
right decisions.
   “It was worth it to see how far I could go in a 
sport I really love,” Strohm said.
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Birmingham Bucs 
Finish 5th in State

   The Birmingham Bucca-
neers rugby team finished 
their 6-2 season placing fifth 
in the state.  The state tourna-
ment was held on Saturday, 
May 18 at Dexter high school.
   In their first game, the Bucs 
lost 33-0 to state power Rock-
ford. Later that day, they were 
able to rebound with a 50-5 
win against Washtenaw.
   Going into states, the team 
had high expectations after 
handily defeating neighboring 
Dearborn and placing third 
in the Midwest tournament.  
They had hoped to win their 
first state title since 2007.
   During the Midwest Cham-
pionship, the team beat first 
round opponent Lincoln Way 
but lost by just 5 points in the 
second round to a strong Cul-
ver Academy team.  The Bucs 
made it past Parma (Ohio) 
in the bronze match to walk 
away with their third place 
finish.
   In Rugby, there are 15 play-
ers from each team on the 
field and scoring is done by 
touching the ball down in the 
tri-area or kicking through 
the goal posts.  What makes it 
difficult, is the ball cannot be 
passed forward.
   “I think it’s the ultimate 
team game because with 15 
guys on the field, you really 
have to use teamwork to get 
by that many kids and score,” 
said Fly half and captain, Jake 

Martin.
   Rugby is a full contact 
sport, yet players wear no 
pads.  While the physicality 
may deter some, it is exactly 
why others love the sport.
   “I love running over kids, 
you know destroying,” 8-man 
Tommy Oelke said. 
   Martin, Oelke and Wil-
son are three of the many 
Seaholm students who play 
for this local club rugby team. 
All three plan on playing in 
college.
   Oelke is going to Western 
Michigan University next 
year, and plans on playing for 
the club rugby team. While, 
Wilson plans on playing for 
Indiana University’s club 
team.
   Martin, who is attending 
the United States Naval Acad-
emy, is planning on walk-
ing on to one of their three 
teams. 
   “I’ve been 
in contact 
with the 
coach, and 
I’ve met the 
captain of 
the team. 
Since they 
have three 
teams, 
there’s a 
pretty good 
chance I 
make it,” 
Martin said. 
   Martin 
hasn’t been 
playing the 
past few 
weeks as a safety precaution. 
He can’t risk being injured 
severely and not being able 
to participate in the summer 
training for the Naval Acad-
emy.
   As a result, he has turned 
into somewhat of a backs 
coach. 
   “A lot of time the backs 
coach has work and can’t 
make it to practices until the 
end. So I basically function 

as the assistant backs coach,” 
said Martin. 
   Started in 2003, the Buc-
caneers are one of the most 
prestigious rugby teams in the 
state and the only Division 
one team in the area.  They 
have a wide range of players, 
drawing kids from Birming-
ham, Bloomfield, Lake Orion, 
Hazel Park, and Troy.
   According to Martin the 
competition has gotten in-
creasingly better every year 
that he’s played. 
   “The coaches just keep 
telling us that we have to do 
more because the standard is 
rising. It’s one of the fast-
est growing sports around,” 
Martin said.
   Seaholm senior Sam Wil-
son, who plays the position 
of prop, is in his second year 
with the team and feels that 
the team is “very strong in our 

forward pack 
(the players 
that are in the 
scrums), and 
our rucking is 
really good,” 
Wilson said. 
   Although the 
team fell short 
of a state title, 
they believe 
they have be-
come a strong 
team and 
showed great 
development 
from early in 
the season.
   According to 
Martin, this is 

a much different team than at 
the beginning of the year.
    “At the beginning of the 
season, we weren’t very 
physical and we’d try and run 
around kids, but as the season 
has progressed, teams would 
just try and punch us in the 
mouth and beat us up and 
down the field. We were re-
ally able to adapt to that, and 
make our ‘mo’ that we are a 
physical team,” Martin said.

Stephen Guenther
staff Writer
Sguenther@seaholmhighlander.com

“I think it’s the 
ultimate team 

game...you really 
have to use 

teamwork to get 
by that many kids 

and score.”
- Jake Martin

Loss to 
Rockwell 
Knocks Team 
Out Of State 
Tournament

   She didn’t just break it, she 
shattered it.  At the Seaholm 
girl’s track league meet, soph-
omore Audrey Belf broke the 
Seaholm 1,600 meter record 
by over three seconds.
   Belf’s 4:56 time was enough 
to put her in the record books, 
replacing the previous holder 
Michelle Bues (4:59.7) from 
1984.  Belf finished first in 
the race, helping to give the 
Maples a lengthy lead over 
their competition.  Seaholm 
finished first with a score of 
175, second place Groves fin-
ished with a distant 103.
   In girl’s track, breaking 
5 minutes is an impressive 
achievement and Belf’s per-
formance puts her in an elite 
group of runners.
   “It’s quite an accomplish-
ment,” girl’s varsity track 
head coach Jeff Devantier 
said.  “You’re in a different 
league when you’re running 
under five minutes”
   This record adds to her lists 
of accomplishments so far this 
year.  On March 10, in Armory 
New York, Belf placed third at 
the New Balance Indoor Na-
tionals Competition in the 2 
mile (10:22.46), breaking the 
national sophomore record, 
and fourth in the 3,000 meter 
(9:43.98).
   Belf credits part of her suc-
cess at the national race to the 
high level of competition.
   “(The competition) was 
really good and I don’t think 
I could have done it without 
the competition at the meet, 
because you really can’t slow 
down,” Belf said.
   She even surprised herself 
with her top three finish at the 
race.
   “I was trying to get sixth 
place, but I got caught up in 
the pack and I wasn’t going to 
quit at the end,” Belf said.
   It is this determination and 
desire that makes Belf such a 

David Granadier
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Audrey Belf runs in the one-mile for the league champion Seaholm girl’s track team during 
this season’s Andover meet. 

strong competitor.  According 
to her mother, Stephanie Belf, 
it is Audrey’s work ethic that 
allows for her success on the 
track.
   “She is such a hard worker, 
setting goals with herself, 
always pushing hard,” Stepha-
nie Belf said. “She is never 
satisfied. The goals and dis-
ciplines she uses for running 
also translate to her school-
work, and every endeavor she 
gets into she gives it her all.”
   Belf’s relentlessly fast pace 
makes her a tough opponent 
to keep up with in any long 
race.  She specializes in long 
distance and was a leading 
runner for the Division 2 state 
champion Maple cross coun-
try team this past fall.
   “She’s incredibly effec-
tive with pacing, she is very 
even paced and goes out 
hard,” Devantier said.  
“You’ve got to be able 
to handle her pace, if 
not, she’s going to be 
hard to beat.” 
   She’s not done yet. 
Belf is competing in the 
New Balance outdoor 
National competition 
running the 3,000 and 
5,000 meter as well 
as the USTAF (United 
States Track and Field) 
Junior Nationals over 
the summer.
   Belf said she is look-
ing forward to the level 
of skill this competition 
will bring and testing 
herself against it.
   “I don’t know, I feel 
that with such great 
competition I will be 
able to push myself 
even further,” she said. 
“And I never have run 
these events before so 
I will have a personal 
best in both.”
   Just a sophomore, 
this runner’s track and 
cross country future 
looks bright.  Both Belf 
and Devantier have very 

high expectations.
    “(I want to) run in more 
national competitions, hope-
fully get an opportunity to run 
in college and I want to break 
10:00 in the 2 mile,” Belf said.
   “I think she will continue 
to improve because she has a 
lot of what I would consider 
to be tenacity, she’s just one 
of those really fierce competi-
tors who absolutely loves to 
compete,” Devantier said.
   Although Belf will continue 
to push herself and drop 
times, her accomplishments 
are already something to be 
very proud of.
   “I am exceptionally proud 
of her,” Stephanie Belf said.  
“It’s amazing she has ac-
complished what she has. I 
am most proud of her never 
giving up.”

Photo Courtesy Of  Cie Brown

Audrey Belf poses with her team-
mates and holds the trophy for the 
2012 Seaholm girl’s cross country 
team’s state championship.

Sophomore Shatters School Record

Audrey Belf Breaks Five 
Minute Mile to Finish Third 
Nationally In NY Meet
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   With losses to Farmington 
Harrison 2-1 on May 13 and 
Groves 2-0 on May 15, the var-
sity girls soccer team is cur-
rently in second place for the 
league.  
   “I don’t know what it is, but 
we’re completely dominating 
the games and the other teams 
keep getting lucky goals and 
we just can’t come back,” se-
nior wide forward Lily Slavin 
said.
   However they can still place 
first in the league if they win 
their game Friday. The Lady 
Maples (9-4-1) are also look-
ing towards a run in the dis-
trict playoffs in a few weeks.
   “This year for playoffs, we 
pulled Southfield Lathrup 
for the first round,” Slavin 
said.“We have already played 
them and won twice in our 
regular season, so we are con-
fident in our ability to beat 
them again.”
   The team beat Southfield 
Lathrup on May 10, 9-1.
   As the single-elimination 
playoffs progress, the girls 
expect the teams to be more 
challenging.
   “We’ve only played against 
half the teams in the lineup, so 
there’s no knowing how strong 
the other teams will be,” Slavin 
said.
   The Lady Maples are not 

Girls Soccer Aims for Districts
letting that discourage them. 
They’re confident that their 
teamwork and balance across 
the field will help them 
throughout the playoffs.
   “Our team’s biggest strength 
is how well we work together,” 
junior defense Hannah Haley 
said.“The defense, midfield, 
and forward are individually 
really strong.”
   “Our team chemistry will 
help us a lot during playoffs, 
because a lot of times the team 
that wants the game more 
comes out the winner,” Slavin 
said.“You see a lot of teams, 
especially in high school sea-
son, that just don’t play well 
together. This hasn’t been 
a problem for our team this 
year, so hopefully we will be 
able to dominate other teams 
in this aspect.”
   One reason for the unifica-
tion of the team is new varsity 
head coach Manny Rodrigues.
   “He’s really trying to make 
this a fun and memorable 
year, and it’s showing on the 
field,” Slavin said.
   Rodrigues, who was born 
near London, implements a 
more European style of play-
ing.
   “We play a possession game, 
as opposed to just booting the 
ball up the middle,” Rodrigues 
said. “[We also play] a com-
posure game which is don’t 
panic. Pass the ball around, 
move to the spaces, and take 

your time.”
   According to Haley, the new 
style has allowed them to take 
advantage of competition 
throughout the season.
   Rodrigues believes that the 
reason for the success is not 
just the new techniques, but 
the skill level of the players.
   “The success is because the 
girls are good,” Rodrigues 
said. “I think all they needed 
was just a little bit of prodding, 
just to help them. Because the 
talent is clearly there.”
   Among the talent is senior 
captain Lisa White who has 49 
saves as goalie, junior center 
forward JBess Ruby with 12 
goals and 13 assists and junior 
forward Jennifer Kendall with 
10 goals and 8 assists.
   Both Rodrigues and the play-

ers have similar goals for this 
season.
   “Our goals for the season are 
to enjoy the game while still 
working hard, that way we 
can make a name for Seaholm 
among other great soccer 
teams,” Haley said.
   The other goal is advancing 
as far as they can in districts, 
and Coach Rodrigues believes 
they could go all the way.
   “We’ll win districts, that’s my 
plan,” Rodrigues said. “And 
then there’s regionals and 
anything can happen. “
   “My goals for the season are 
to win the league and advance 
in districts,” Slavin said. “It 
would be extremely rewarding 
to have all our hard work pay 
off.”

Esther Seawell
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Birmingham Unified Boy’s 
Lacrosse Looks to Go Far
Sam Jones
Staff Writer
Sjones@seaholmhighlander.com

   The 2012 D2 state cham-
pion Seahiolm girl’s varsity 
tennis team is on their way 
to another title run after a co-
regional championship shared 
with Marian.  The team is 
confident in their ability to 
defend their state trophy. 
   Sophomore Rachel Wilson, 
No. 2 doubles, has high expec-
tations.
   “Our one, two, and three 
singles pull the most for the 
team,” Wilson said. “We’ve 
had a good season so far and 
are ready for states.” 
   Coming out of a dual match 
record of 12- 1 and a second 
place rank at the OAA Red 
Tournament, the varsity girls 
tied for first at a Holly invita-
tional just this past week. 
   Clarkston is one of the 
state’s strongest contenders 
and competing for the Divi-
sion 1 title, while Seaholm is 
competing for the Division 2. 

Girl’s Tennis Looks 
to Repeat
State Title

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
Junior Lauren Frazier prepares to serve the ball during one of her matches.  This year’s girl’s varsity tennis team are co-
regional champions.
Sumer Ghazala
Staff Writer
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   Senior Nancy Benda and 
Hope College commit plays 
No. 1 doubles for the varsity 
tennis team.
    “The tournament we had 
against Clarkston was re-
ally tough but we ended up 
tying with them,” Benda said. 
“Clarkston ended up beat-
ing us for the league title at 
another match. But, when 
we played St. Clair we killed 
them.”
   According to Head Coach 
Scott Ransome, the team has 
several strengths this season. 
   “[The team’s] ability to 
make it up on the fly,” Ran-
some said, “is their greatest 
strength. We’ve gelled and 
molded some plays together 
as we go forward. We have 
a lot of freshman on the 
team and we’ve been able 
to combine experience with 
adaptability. Our pairings in 
doubles have consisted of one 
player who’s a little younger 
and they adapt.” 
   Benda agrees.

   “Up and down the line up 
we have a lot of strength,” 
Benda said. “I wouldn’t say 
there’s any one person or 
group of people who stand 
out, everyone works together. 
Our perseverance and our 
ability to not let losses get to 
us is a good advantage.”
   “The last time the team won 
a state championship was 
2004, up until last year,” Wil-
son said, “but we have a lot of 
talent. My partner and I have 
only lost once this season, so 
we might be able to win our 
division again like Jackie and 
I did last year.”
   Players who have stepped 
up this year have given the 
team a new edge.
   “First and foremost one’s 
got to thank Labina Petro-
vska,” Ransome said. “She’s a 
junior that plays one singles 
and in her freshman year 
she blew out her knee. It was 
thought that she wouldn’t 
even play this season but she’s 
just had a phenomenal year 

and beaten signature players 
all over.”
   “Over in doubles we’ve had 
many players do a nice job,” 
Ransome said. “Rachel Wil-
son has anchored two dou-
bles. Nancy Benda and Jackie 
Meijer in the one doubles 
complement each other really 
nice as well.”
   The team’s chances at 
maintaining their title holds 
strong. States are May 31st 
and June 1st.
   “I’m hoping to get first 
again,” Wilson said, “I’m ex-
pecting, at worst, second.”
   “I expect that we’re going 
to continue to improve and 
continue to fight for every 
point,” Ransome said. “I like 
our chances at defending a 
state title.
   “We all have our sights set 
on another state title,” Benda 
said. “It’s us and Marian bat-
tling it out but we all want it 
pretty badly so I think that’ll 
give us the edge.”

Golf Team Prepares to Shoot Low at Districts 
Riley Micallef
Staff Writer
Rmicallef@seaholmhighlander.com

Girls LAX Heads Into 
Playoffs Strong

Stephen Guenther
Staff Writer
Sguenther@seaholmhighlander.com
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Sophomore Heather Lee cradles the ball during a BU 
lacrosse’s games.  The team is the defending state champion 
and looking to repeat titles this year.

Photo Courtesy Of Lily Slavin
Junior Caitlin Davis receives a pass and dribbles the ball 
down the field on the attack.

   Tuesday May 14 BULAX de-
feated Troy, on senior’s night, 
to move to 9-9.
   The team stayed in the lead 
throughout the entire game.  
Senior Matt Wilson led the 
team on defense.  Senior 
captain Cameron Clements 
scored two goals and other 
senior captain Adam Sus-
alla had one goal and three 
assists, both contributing to 
the team’s final home game 
victory.
   “Defense has carried us 
throughout the year,” said 
Wilson. “When [offense] is on 
we’re really, really good.”
   Prior to the Troy vic-
tory, BULAX suffered a loss 
against Clarkston 13 to 6.  
Clarkston led the entire game.  
Susalla was once again a lead 
scorer with two goals, how-
ever, the team was unable to 
pull together a win.  
   Preceding the Clarkston 
defeat was another 
crucial victory for 
the boys against Troy 
Athens 14-6.
   BULAX was down 
at 4-1 at the half, but 
fought through the en-
tire second game and 
pulled off a win.
   Susalla scored four 
goals and added three 
assists and junior 
Charlie Hermes had 
three goals and two 
assists.  
   Both senior cap-
tains, Susalla and 
Clements, as well as 
senior Wilson, junior 
Bryce Shanaman 
and junior Michael 
Kemper were named 
All-Midwest. 
   The three All-Mid-
west seniors will be at-
tending college in the 
fall on lacrosse schol-

arship.  Wilson is attending 
Centre College in Kentucky, 
Clements on scholarship at 
Albion and Susalla at U of D.
   These star players are hop-
ing to carry their team to vic-
tory in the upcoming playoffs.
   BULAX won regionals last 
year their assistant coach An-
tonio Boggiano expects them 
to go just as far this year.
   “They’ve been working 
really hard we’ve been condi-
tioning them so they should 
be ready and conditioned for 
the playoffs,” said Boggiano.
   Besides their physical 
preparation for playoffs, 
BULAX has a strong sense of 
team unity to help them finish 
out the season strong.
   “Almost like a family, we all 
get along with each other,” 
said Susalla. “That’s a real 
high point to our success.”
   BULAX hopes to continue 
their success in their first 
playoff game on Friday, May 
24 against the winner of Lake 
Orion vs. Clarkston contest. 

Photo By Adrian Tashiro Jara
Senior captain Daniel Simon carries 
the ball down the field.  

   “Can we repeat? Yes,” said 
senior captain Kathy Quigley 
heading into the start of the 
girls lacrosse playoffs.
   With the playoffs begin-
ning this week, the defending 
state champion Birmingham 
Unified girl’s lacrosse team is 
feeling confident. After tying 
Cranbrook 13-13 in the regu-
lar season, the ladies were 
able to beat Cranbrook 8-7 
on Saturday, May 18 in the 
Midwest tournament. 
   On May 23, the girls open 
up the playoffs with Bloom-
field Unified. Having lost to 
them the previous time they 
player 12-11, Birmingham will 
be up for revenge against the 
fourth rated team in the state 
(laxpower.com).
   Sitting at a 9-5 record, the 
girls have plenty to feel good 
about. Their most recent 
game resulted in a 19-0 win 
over Lake Orion. 
   Their defense, which was 
originally considered a possi-
ble weak link at the beginning 
of the season, has improved. 
   According to Junior Allie 
Write, three players who have 
stepped up for the team are 
CamilleYuhn, and freshman 
JennaBazil and AnnaStachler.
   “Jenna and Anna have 
played as varsity players form 
the start and contributed just 
as much as any other team 
member,” said Wright.
   Yuhn, who made the switch 
from attack to defense in the 
beginning of the year, “Has 
really been a crucial part of 
our defense,” said Wright.
   Other players who have 

stepped up to give the team 
an edge have been senior 
Alex Lee, Brenna Bolton, and 
sophomore Heather Lee. 
   Lee, one of the two captains 
on the team, “has taken on an 
important leadership role,” 
said Quigley.
   According to Quigley, Bolton 
and Heather Lee have both 
“taken command of the attack 
and defense respectively and 
taken the new teammates 
under their wing.”
   Winning four of the last six 
games, the ladies are hot. One 
of those two games was the tie 
against Cranbrook. While the 
other their loss was against 
Bloomfield.
   The team has played a very 
tough schedule, and beaten 
highly rated teams, which 
should prepare them well for 
the playoffs. On April 27, the 
girls beat the No. 9 ranked 
team in Illinois (laxpower.
com), Lyons Township by a 
score of 15-14.
   They also beat the No. 10 
Grosse Pointe South, by a 
score of 15-7.
   “Our biggest strength is 
the ability to trust each other 
on the field and our depth,” 
Wright said. 
   The team will look to utilize 
these strengths, to make a run 
at another state title.
   “Break legs, break dreams, 
for the ring,” this is the atti-
tude of junior midfielder Allie 
Wright.
    With a state championship 
under many of these girls’ 
belts, the expectations are 
welcomed. 
   “If we want it, we can have 
it,” Quigley said. 

   This year the golf team has 
been up and down all season 
but with districts on the hori-
zon, they’re trying to make a 
last minute push.
   “We aren’t playing up to our 
full potential but hopefully we 
can turn it on by districts,” se-
niorcaptain Tim Pearce said.
   They have struggled in some 
tournaments, the last being 
the Milford tournament, in 
which they placed 12th out of 
22 teams.
   Most recently the boys golf 
team finished fourth out of six 
teams in the first league meet, 
with Pearce and Jack Moore 
shooting 79’s.  The second 

league meet was Monday, and 
was the last regular season 
meet. Results were not avail-
able before this issue went to 
press.
   

“Districts are coming up here 
soon, I think we will do well 

and move on to regionals, we 
just need to take it one step at 
a time,” senior Jack Corbett 
said.
   The way districts work in 
high school golf is that the top 
six teams at districts move on 
to regionals, and the top three 
teams from there move on to 
states.  However not only do 
the top teams move on, the 
top six individuals at districts 
and top three individuals at 
regionals.  
   Golfers can only move on 
as an individual if their team 
doesn’t advance.  Despite the 
chance at individual success, 
the Maples have a more self-
less approach.  
   “We want to survive and 
advance, what happened in 

all the previous tournaments 
are irrelevant.  From here, it’s 
just play well and move on, 
it’s that simple,” Pearce said.  
   This year’s districts com-
petition is stacked and gives 
a tough field for the team to 
get by.
   “This will be the toughest 
districts we’ve been to in 15 
years, but my players can do 
it,” head coach Leon Braisted 
said.
   The Maples are still con-
fident that they will win the 
shoot out at districts and 
make it to the regional tour-
nament.
   “I’m excited to talk to you in 
the next couple weeks and tell 
you that we’re on to region-
als.”

“This will be the 

toughest districts 

we’ve been to in 

15 years, but my 

players can do it”

- Leon Braisted

Varsity Golf Coach
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“I am really excited to have 
the opportunity to play college 
football, and continue playing 
the game I love. I choose Case 
because of the great mix of 
high academics and a com-
petitive football program.”

Dante Capicchionni
Football, Case Western Reserve University

Capicchionni was one of the three captains on the 
2012 league champion Seaholm team.  Dante is a 
powerful force on the offensive line. 

“I am most looking forward to 
meeting new people and get-
ting to know the girls on the 
tennis team. It will be a fun 
challenge to play at a college 
level and I’m excited for all 
the new experiences I will get 
at Hope College.”

Nancy Benda 
Tennis, Hope College

Nancy Benda played a key role on the 2012 Division 2 
state championship team and is a major player in this 
year’s regional winning team.
Max Cormier
Baseball, Washington University, St. Louis

“I chose Michigan because it 
envelopes all the academic and 
athletic things I was looking 
for in a school, as well as giving 
me the opportunity to be a part 
of a first year D1 program at a 
school that has a great athletic 
program.”

Kathy Quigley
Lacrosse, University of Michigan

Quigley’s athleticism has allowed her o become one of 
the elite players of the midwest and a perfect fit for a 
developing U of M program.

Daniel Simon served as a 
senior captain and defen-
sive force to the 2012 league 
champion Maple football 
team.  His most memo-
rabl eplay came in the fourth 
quarter of this past season’s 
win against Groves when he 
forced a Falcon fumble on the 
Maple goal line and returned 
it all the way for a touchdown.

Daniel Simon
Football, Ferris State University

“You must first fail to taste the sweetness of victory.”

“I am most looking forward to being able to 
compete at the next level. It has always been a 
dream of mine. I am also really excited about 
running in different parts of the country and 
learning about my new teammates. I chose 
Tulane because it has a great Biomedical 
Engineering program. I really liked the coach’s 
philosophy of balancing academics with 
athletics and his plan to help me improve.” 

Allison Wegner
Cross Country/Track, Field, Tulane University

 Wegner started the 2012 season off as one of the 
Maple’s top varsity runners and was part of the depth 
that that carried them to a state championship.

“Ohio State was not my first choice, but it 
should have been all along. The university 
is providing me with every opportunity I 
could ask for. It is a perfect distance from 
home, allowing me to come back and visit, 
but it is also far enough away for me to 
create a new name for myself. The school 
has amazing facilities, a great coaching 
staff, and an academic program that fits 
perfectly for me.”

Mallory Wilberding
Cross Country/Track, Ohio State University

Mallory is one of Seaholm’s many elite runners who 
fights for a top spot. She too was named a an out-
standing female athlete.

“I am most excited about racing 
at the next level on a Division 
One team. The team has me re-
ally excited because their love for 
the sport is incredible. I cannot 
wait to get to know my team and 
coach better as well as race my 
sisters at the Big Ten Champion-
ships.”

Tess Wilberding
Cross Country/Track, University of Iowa

Tess Wilberding was a consistent top three runer for 
the Seaholm cross sountry team and placed an im-
pressive 12th in the state meet with a time of 18:16.4.

Defenseman/long-stick 
midfielder Matt Wilson 
was an important player 
during the Birmingham 
United 2012 playoff run 
and is an important part of 
the 2013 team’s defensive 
core.

Mathew Wilson
Lacrosse, Centre College

“I’m looking forward to playing lacrosse at a higher 
level with more intensity. There is a good, established 
culture of togetherness and success that I am eager to 
join.” 

“I chose Wash U. primarily 
for the academic rigor and 
personal fit.  I’m really happy 
I found a school where I can 
continue playing baseball 
without compromising the 
quality of education I will be 
receiving. I’m really looking 
forward to playing at a higher 
level, as well as getting close 
with my teammates.”

Cormier can play almost any infield position and has 
an all-star  slugging percentage.

Andrea Gothard played as the 
libero for the Seaholm girl’s 
volleyball team and played a 
key role in the team’s region-
als victory and exciting state 
run.  Gothard (5’7”) and also 
competes nationally with the 
Legacy Volleyball Club.

Andrea Gothard
Volleyball, Central Michigan University

“I am most excited for being able to play the sport I 
love at a high level. I chose CMU because it is close to 
home, the perfect size for me and has a great athletic 
program.”

Rosen is extremely excited 
to take his tennis game to 
the next level and join the 
evolving team at Adrian.  
Aaron Rosen is a long time 
doubles player for the 
Maple varsity tennis team.

Aaron Rosen
Tennis, Adrian College

“I chose Adrian because I really liked the team and 
school and the potential to play in the lineup fresh-
man year.”

“I’m most excited about play-
ing soccer at a higher level 
with a group of girls that are 
as passionate about playing as 
I am.”

“I chose alma because it’s a 
really good fit for me academ-
ically and athletically. I really 
liked the atmosphere of the 
school every time I toured.”

Lily Slavin
Soccer, Alma College

Lily Slavin is a goal scorer for the Maples and looking 
forward to becoming a Scott next year. 

“I am most excited about running with 
people who love the sport just as much 
as I do and who want to be there. I am 
also looking forward to taking my run-
ning to the next level. I chose DePauw 
because of the size and academic level. 
When I visited I got such a good sense 
of community and cannot wait to be a 
tiger next year.”

Kendall Weinert
Cross Country/Track, Field, DePauw University

Weinert was part of the No. 1 nationally ranked 
Maple cross country team this year and played a key 
role in many meets.

Bass electrified Seaholm crowds 
this year with his dunks and big 
blocks.  He was the driving force 
that led the team in scoring for 
their 16-6 season.  He stands at 
6’7” and is very much looking for-
ward to continuing his basketball 
career.

Paris Bass
Basketball, Kingdom Prep

“On a mission, taking the next step toward success 
and accomplishing my dream, the NBA.”

“I chose Ferris because I loved 
what they had to offer. They 
are one of 23 schools around 
the nation with a Professional 
Golf Management program 
along with exceptional aca-
demics and athletics.”
“... I’m also excited to see how 
well I can perform at a higher 
level.

Tim Pearce
Golf, Ferris State University

Tim Pearce has been a varsity golfer since his freshman 
year.  His precise game and dediication to the sport make 
him a valuable member of any team.

“I am very excited to continue 
my golfing career at MSU.  We 
should have a very competi-
tive team and it will be fun.  
I chose MSU because of the 
way they will prepare me for 
the PGA tour.  Also because 
ofthe family aspect of all the 
student athletes being very 
close to each other.”

Francesco Ruffino
Golf, Michigan State University

“I am most excited to play 
here next year because I love 
playing lacrosse and I look 
forward to the challenge of 
playing at a very high level. I 
chose Detroit Mercy because 
it will allow me to further my 
career in academics as well as 
lacrosse while having a great 
time.”

Adam Susalla 
Lacrosse, University of Detroit Mercy

Adam Susalla shows his dominance on the lacrosse 
field as a scoring threat who consistently puts up 
goals.

“I am most excited about being able 
to compete at a collegiate level, at 
a school I love. I am very excited 
to be able to further my skills and 
see how far I will be able to get with 
running. I am also excited I have 
been given an opportunity to con-
tinue to run in college, not everyone 
can and I feel very lucky.”

Aubrey Wilberding
Cross Country/Track, Michigan State University

 Aubrey was the first finisher for the Maples at the D1 
state meet victory placing fourth (17:55.9). She and 
her sisters were named the class’s most outstanding 
female athletes.

“I chose Detroit Mercy be-
cause it was close to home, 
it offered a 5 year masters 
program that I was accepted 
into, as well as offering a 
competitive soccer team. I 
look forward to furthering my 
education as well as my abili-
ties as a soccer player.”

Tommy Bowman
Soccer, University of Detroit Mercy

Bowman led the Maples in both goals and total 
points.  He was also named the Seaholm male out-
standing senior athlete.

The big man, Cameron Cle-
ments is an integral part of 
the Birmingham Unified La-
crosse team.  One of his big-
gest games this year was when 
he lead the team in scoring 
with 4 goals against Detroit 
Country Day. 

Cameron Clements
Lacrosse, Albion College

“I decided on Albion because it offers a lot academi-
cally, with small classes, and individual help with my 
major ( pre-med). The lacrosse team was also a great 
fit.”

“I am most excited to con-
tinue my football career for 
another 4 years and to be able 
to play at the college level and 
just have a good time. I chose 
Case Western because it’s a 
very good school academical-
ly, and has a very competitive 
football team.”

Stephen Guenther
Football, Case Western Reserve

Stephen Guenther had a break out season as the 
starting quarterback.  His best game came against 
Lahser when he led the team to a victory that clinched 
the league title.

Jordan Lennington is proud 
to take her fielding and pow-
erful hitting to the Titans next 
year.  After recovering from 
injury, Lennington once again 
proved she was an irreplace-
able force on the Seaholm 
softball squad.

Jordan Lennington
Softball, University of Detroit Mercy

“What I’m most looking forward to is the atmosphere 
of the team. Everyone’s there to win and takes soft-
ball seriously and competitively. I can’t wait to con-
tribute to the team.”

“I’m looking forward to becoming 
a better basketball player at the 
next level and getting to know my 
teammates. I choose University 
of Michigan because they have a 
great academic program and an 
amazing basketball program. And 
I wanted to be close to home.”

Gabby Love
Basketball, University of MIchigan Dearborn

Gabby Love has showed off her game on the court and 
is taking her jump shot to the next level after being a 
leader of the Seaholm team for the past season.

Neuenfeldt is well known 
for the intensity and spark 
she brings to her team.  She 
played as a defensive special-
ist and was a member of  the 
senior core that carried the 
Seaholm volleyball team far 
into the state tournament.

Erin Neuenfeldt
Volleyball, University of South Carolina

“What I am looking forward to the most is continu-
ing to be an athlete and play the sport I love, as well 
as getting to know and become close with my team-
mates.” 

“Kieran O’keefe is a stand out 
goal keeper and was a three 
year member of the Seaholm 
varsity soccer team.  This 
past year, he joined an elite 
Midwest regional competing 
team.  His strengths are his 
athletic saves and fearlessness 
in the box.

Kieran O’Keefe
Soccer, Albion College

“I’m excited to take my talents to Albion and give it 
my all on the pitch next year.”
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