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INSIDE:

An Itsy Bitsy Problem

Sitting in her cage, outside of Premier Pet Supply a puppy waits for a new home.  Her group, Itsy Bitsy Dog Rescue, is facing heavy criticism and police action.

Highlander probe finds 
group faces police charges, 
claims of shady practices 

   When students receive the opportunity to help out with a 
noble cause, the last thing that comes to ones mind would be 
“is this legal?”
   But what started out as a great way to help abused animals 
unraveled into potential legal nightmare that includes criminal 
charges and an arrest warrant.
  Earlier this month, Seaholm junior Xavier Faraj received a 
phone call from his mother and Traci Nelson, owner of the 
Itsy Bitsy Pet Rescue.
   “I got a call from my Mom saying she was 20 minutes away 
with a U-Haul trailer and 41 rescued dogs,” said Faraj.
   Faraj, along with Seaholm students Megan and Sydney 
Warwick and Groves students Lauren O’Shaughnessy and 
Jessie Best, spent hours cleaning and caring for these animals 

who Itsy Bitsy Dog Rescue owner Traci Nelson said had 
been neglected at and rescued from a flea market. Nelson 
suspected that these dogs were bred at a puppy mill.
   Nelson informed Seaholm and the Highlander of the rescue 
in an early May press release.
   Volunteers said this act of community service proved to be 
a rewarding experience to all who were involved.  But now 
the organization is facing accusations of conducting their 
organization in a questionable and illegal manner.
   Police reports from the 48th District Court confirm that 
Nelson was cited for keeping more than three dogs – the 
maximum allowable by law -- at her Southfield Road 
Birmingham residence. It’s believed as many as 41 dogs 
were housed in the approximate 1500 square foot residence.
    Birmingham Police reported two separate incidences where 
Nelson was found to be. The most recent incident occurred 
on April 4th, 2009. 
   On May 13, Nelson was scheduled to appear in Bloomfield 
Township’s 48th District court to answer misdemeanor 
charges relating from the incidents, but did not show up for 
court. A failure to appear warrant was issued. 
   Repeated calls placed to Nelson by the Highlander were 
not returned as of press time. SEE PUPPIES / PAGE 4

Highlander Exclusive
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   The numbers are in for the stimulus package, and only two 
words can describe the reported figures: under whelming.
  “Birmingham City School District is to receive $3,487 
in Title II Part D (Education Technology formula funds),” 
said Megan Brown, Deputy Press Secretary in the Office of 
Jennifer Granholm. “In addition, IDEA funds are allocated to 
the Intermediate School Districts which will, in turn, allocate 
them to individual school districts.”  
    Brown said there is more to come.
  “Birmingham will receive IDEA funds from the Oakland 
Intermediate School District and, later this summer they will 
get money from the State Stabilization Fund,” said Brown.  
“Neither of these allocations are yet determined.”
    A press release from the Michigan Government, described 
how one of the many ways that the 38.1 billion dollars granted 
to the state will be used.
   “$931 million [will be used] for education, including Title 
I funding to support education for at-risk students and IDEA 
funding for special education services,” said the report.
    However, Brown confirmed that Birmingham Public Schools 
will not be receiving Title I or Title II funds.
    “Title I funds are to improve education for at-risk students and 
Title II funds are used to provide programs that serve youth in 
local correctional facilities or in community day programs for 
delinquent youth,” Brown said.  “Birmingham schools are not 
getting money from either of these funding pots.”
   Monday, The Detroit News reported the money that the 
schools will be receiving has already been distributed.
    However Birmingham Public Schools Director of Community 
Relations, Marcia F. Wilkinson said that these funds have not 
yet been received.
   “Not to my knowledge, it was going to the state level from 
what I understood,” Wilkinson said, “but locally we would not 
have received that yet.”
    Wilkinson also said that as of now, a projected date has not 
been set for when the district can expect to receive the money.

BPS’ cut of 
Fed funds so 
far: $3,487
Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Deputy Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

Influencing the outcome It’s official: 
No cameras inside 
Seaholm, Groves

   Cameras will not be installed inside of either 
Seaholm or Groves High Schools. 
   The Board of Education reached this decision 
through a series of subcommittee meetings where 
it was determined that the impetus to insert cameras 
in the hallways didn’t outweigh the costs that would 
accompany the process.
   “We found no compelling issues or incidents that 
warranted placement of cameras in the buildings 
at this time,” said Giri Rinschler, President of the 
Birmingham Board of Education. 
   Despite the decision to forego cameras inside the 
building, and the Board has chosen to improve the 
cameras that already exist outside of the buildings 
overlooking the parking lots. 
   “Our recommendation was to replace the parking 
lot cameras since many of them are out-dated and 
at the end of their useful life,” said Rinschler.  “We 
suggested that the board and administration make 
enhancements to the system as they are soon to be 
replaced.”
   Seaholm principal Terry Piper has been well 
informed on the logistics of replacing the cameras 
outside of the building in the parking lot and is in 
full support of the Board’s decision. 
   “We’re going to do this (replace parking lot 
cameras) in two ways,” said Piper. “First were 
going to get a camera with better resolution and also 
to try to get cameras that don’t necessarily pan back 
and forth and actually are more fixed as opposed to 
panning.”
   There is a pervasive notion amongst administrators 
that switching 
from panning 

Charlie Filips
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Led by Jake Drutchas, the six-member student activist group, Students Against 
Security Cameras, successfully pushed to keep cameras out of Seaholm. Photo by Celia Nelson

A few Seaholm students 
lobbied hard to keep 
cameras out of Seaholm 
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CAMERA
TIMELINE:
JAN. 2009
Word of new
cameras spurs 
creation of 
Students Against 
Secuity Cameras. 
Six hundred join 
Facebook group.

FEB. 2009
Cameras added 
to BPS Board 
agenda.

MAR. 2009
Board of Ed 
sends camera 
decision to sub 
committee.

MAY. 2009
Sub committe 
decides no new 
cameras will be 
installed, existing 
cameras will be 
replaced. 
Additional out-
side camera at 
front enterance 
may possibly 
added later.

  After months of study sessions, petitioning, and 
protesting, what had started as a cry out against invasion 
of privacy ended as a movement. The Students Against 
Security Cameras [SASC] group finally prevailed when 
the BPS school board made the decision not to install 
security cameras inside Seaholm and Groves.
   “I feel like it was less of a win and more of a 
compromise,” said one of the leaders of SASC, Josh 
Schaefer. 
   Although there will be no security cameras inside 
the school, there will still be surveillance outside of 
Seaholm’s main exits.
   Despite the ‘happy medium’ conclusion, SASC 
member Sara Dzierbicki felt the rush after learning the 
results. 
   “I was really excited,” said Dzierbicki, “you never 
really hear about a student activist group standing up 
for something and having it actually work. I was really 
proud to be a part of this accomplishment.”
  The security camera victory was not an easy win, it 
was merely the end of six months of the perseverance 
of these young activists to let their voice be heard, rather 
than their actions taped.
   “We created a Facebook group with hundreds of 
members,” said Dzierbicki, “[SASC] was a small group 
of five with almost the entire school behind us.”   
   Jake Drutchas, a member of the SASC often seen 
petitioning to students and faculty, felt that the security 
cameras were unconstitutional, and more importantly, 
uneconomical.
“The whole idea of cameras never really made sense,” 

said Drutchas, “but while the school board was leaning, 
[SASC] showed them that the student body, the ones 
who would be the most affective by the cameras, didn’t 
like the idea of surveillance.”        Because the security 
camera debate became such a hot topic, the board of 
education decided to set special subcommittee meetings 
called study sessions in order to extensively discuss the 
issue.
   “I feel like we definitely had an effect in the school 
board’s choice,” said Schaefer, “in the beginning, the 
board seemed pretty sure about what they were going 
to do [about the security cameras], and we made a 
difference be at least slowing down the decision-making 
process.”
   Drutchas attended every meeting that concerned the 
security cameras in order to ensure that the voice of the 

student body was represented. 
   “When we spoke at the meetings, [the members of 
the school board] seemed to listen,” said Drutchas, “and 
even though I wouldn’t’ say we were a major part of 
their decision, they knew that the student body was 
categorically against it.”
   The final verdict, however, did not come without 
disputes. 
   “We could have easily given up a long time ago when 
we had got bashed at our first meeting with Mr. Piper, but 
we were very persistent and it paid off,” said Dzierbicki,  
“Not only was it SASC, but the decision made also 
says a lot about how vocal and helpful our community 
was.”

Alexi Knock
Lifestyles Editor
Aknock@seaholmhighlander.com
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It’s back -- the third 
annual college map. Our 
huge fold-out pages 6-7
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   On April 22, the FDA announced that women as 
young as 17 can receive the “morning after pill” 
without a doctor’s prescription. 
      Though some organizations see this court rul-
ing as an obstacle in their movement’s success, 
pro-choice movements see this as a big step in 
decreasing unplanned pregnancies. 
    “[We are] very pleased to see that the court 
made that decision,” Margy Long, Vice Presi-
dent of Public Advocacy & Communications 
for Planned Parenthood, told the Highlander. 
“Anything that increases health care for women 
and helps teens avoid unintended pregnancy is a 
positive.” 

Sarah Belton
Staff Writer
Sbelton@seaholmhighlander.com

School strip search case 
decision expected in June
Lanie Barron
News Editor
Lbarron@seaholmhighlander.com

FDA Approves Plan B for age 17

Now 17 year old girls can legally obtain without a doctor’s prescription the controversial “morning after” pill, marketed under the  brand name Plan B. The FDA announced the move April 22.
   This move has caused uproar with pro-life orga-
nizations across the country.
   “Parents should be furious at the FDA’s com-
plete disregard for parental rights and the safety of 
minors,” said Wendy Wright, President of Con-
cerned Women for America in April 23 Washing-
ton Times interview.
   In his written decision, Judge Edward Korman 
stated that “political considerations, delays and 
implausible justifications for decision-making are 
not the only evidence of a lack of good faith and 
reasoned decision-making.” 
  In the decision, Korman said that there is no clear 
reason to deny 17 year olds use of the drug, which 
is known as Plan B.
   “The FDA’s justification for this age restriction, 
that pharmacists would be unable to enforce the 
prescription requirement if the cutoff were age 17 
rather than 18, lacks credibility,” Korman said in 

his decision. “No useful purpose would be served 
by continuing to deprive 17 year olds access to 
Plan B.” 
   Long also believes that Plan B will decrease 
the number of abortions occurring in the United 
States.
    “We know that the major reason a woman 
would choose to have an abortion is because of an 
unintended pregnancy, not ready to be mother, or 
because of an economic state,” said Long.
  Nancy Northup, the President for the Center of 
Reproductive Rights, said that her organization 
feels relieved that the FDA put the health of the 
public and medical science over politics.
   “We are one step closer to making it fully avail-
able to all women,” said Northup in a March 23 
interview with the New York Daily News. “In-
cluding young women for whom the barriers and 
benefits are so great.” 

   Pro-Life organizations are arguing that making 
Plan B more accessible to teens will cause the 
sexual activity rate to increase, but Planned Par-
enthood thinks otherwise.
   “[If] sexually active teens are using condoms 
and the condom breaks, [Plan B] can help avoid 
an unintended pregnancy,” said Long. “[It] gives 
teens another option to prevent pregnancy—[a] 
positive thing.”
   Long added that this will have a positive effect 
on parents.
   “Parents want to know teens are protected,” said 
Long. “As a mother of a 16 year old, I know that 
parents will not always know everything teens are 
doing, but at least they know they have access to 
another method of avoiding pregnancy.”
   Wright makes the strong argument that since 
Korman is not a doctor, he is not qualified to make 
a decision. 

   “A judge’s opinion can’t change the fact that 
giving women a false impression about a drug’s 
effectiveness forces the FDA to become snake-oil 
salesmen,” said Wright.
   Korman defended the drug in his written de-
cision. “FDA officials and staff both agreed that 
17 years olds can use Plan B safely without a pre-
scription,” Korman wrote.
   Seaholm sophomore Samantha Mee believes 
that Plan B is going to be effective and helpful for 
American teenagers.
   “I don’t think [Plan B] is bad,” said Mee. “You’re 
not killing a baby, it hasn’t been developed yet.
   But Seaholm Student John George* feels that 
Plan B is morally wrong.
   “It’s a horrible thing, it kills [babies],” said 
*George. “They don’t have a choice [whether 
they live or not].”

“This is probably one of 
the most important cases 
for students to watch right 
now,”

-Rana Elmir 
Michigan ACLU 
communications director

   Starting in early October, the forensics team 
began training in order to prepare for states, and 
their hard work and long hours of practice finally 
paid off.
   The forensics team ended their seven month 
season with an overall 2nd place finish at states, 
including a staggering  25 state finalists- more 
than any number sent in Seaholm history.  
   Seaholm’s 12 season forensics coach Justin La-
Bond is thrilled with the team’s results.
   “I was ecstatic…  Everyone [that attended states] 
placed in semi-finals,” LaBond said.  “I’ve never 
seen or heard of another high school or college ac-
complishing this feat.” 
   The 25 students who competed at states all 
placed in the semi-finals (top 12), and seemed 
to share LaBond’s enthusiasm, including 3 time 
sales state champion Andrew Provost. 
   “The team as a whole was one of the best we’ve 
had in years,” Provost said.  “We had both the tal-
ent and the depth to compete with the top schools.  
It was too bad that many of our top performers got 
screwed over by biased west-side judges.” 
   Provost began his success story as he sold Crocs 
his sophomore year, and continued his first place 
legacy junior year as he sold Airborne.  The sales 
champion ended his high school forensics career 
selling Pur water filtration systems to win it all, yet 
again.
   “When I won I was ecstatic. I thought I had a 
good chance, but you never know because your 
fate is all based on the preference of 13 judges,” 
Provost said.  “I will miss the amazing people I 
have met over the last three years and the natural 

high that I get perform-
ing in front of an audi-
ence.”
   “Andrew has been 
an integral part of 
the team’s success,” 
Labond said.  “One 
state championship in 
a student’s career is a 
lifetime experience…
Two state champion-
ships in a row is rare.  
Three state champion-
ships in a row is next 
to non-existent.  I’ve 
seen maybe three or 
four kids accomplish 
this feat.”

   Although Provost will 
be graduating this spring, his sophomore sister Al-
lie will follow closely in his footsteps.         Also 
in sales, she placed seventh at states, giving her 
brother a run for his money.
   “Competing with my brother kept me motivat-
ed,” Provost said. “If he wasn’t competing, I don’t 
think I would have tried as hard as I did because I 
wanted to beat him.” 
   Her motivation paid off throughout the season, 
as the siblings went back and forth taking first 
place.
   “I loved beating him [Andrew], but I knew that 
he would beat me later on because he always is 
changing to make himself better,” Provost said.
   The future of the forensics team will depend on 
the freshman, sophomores, and juniors like Allie, 
and LaBond has faith that they will step up to the 
plate.
   “The current junior and sophomore classes are 
large and will continue to lead this team,” La-
Bond said.  “We have   Jillian Spina and Luca 
Capicchioni who will be going into their second 
year as captain and they are fantastic leaders.    
Our success will largely depend on new people 
who watched Forensics Day and were inspired to 
join the team.”
   Junior captain and next year’s senior captain Jil-
lian Spina placed 5th in her informative speech on 
birthdays, and looks forward to next season.
   “Losing the seniors will be a huge setback, they 
were some of the best on the team,” said Spina, 
“but we’ll have a good season [next year], the 
underclassmen have come a long way since they 
started.”
   The second place finish was in large part to the 
senior class, yet the future of forensics remains 
optimistic.   
   Looking back, LaBond describes the 2008-2009 
season in one word: “Magnificent.”

Forensics team takes 
second at States

Kate Murray
Staff Writer
Kmurray@seaholmhighlander.com

   The law gives school administrators across the 
country very few restrictions when it comes to 
what can be done to find dangerous substances a 
student may or may not be hiding. 
  Random locker searches, drug dogs and even 
reading text messages have become common 
methods of uncovering questionable items from 
students. 
   And in a few districts, but not BPS, so has strip-
searching.
   Yet no one is sure whether using this method in 
school is legal or not.
   “That’s exactly what the U.S. Supreme Court will 
be deciding,” said Rana Elmir, communications 
director of the Michigan American Civil Liberties 
Union (ACLU).
   The US Supreme Court met on April 21 to 
discuss whether school administrators have the 
right to ask students to take their clothing off 
during a search. The particular incident they 
are discussing Savanna Redding, who as an 
eighth grader in 2003 was forced to take off her 
clothes when she was suspected of distributing 
prescription strength ibuprofen to her classmates.
   Redding was reportedly asked to strip down to 
her undergarments in front of two female school 
employees. She was then asked to shake out her 
bra and pull aside her underwear to prove she was 
not concealing pills there. No pills were found in 
Redding’s possession.
   “It blew my mind,” said Seaholm assistant 
principal Deb Boyer, describing her reaction to 
hearing news of this case. “It amazed me that any 
school in this country could possibly think that 
strip searches of students were legal.”
   Redding and her family sued for damages 
after the incident. Now six years later, this case 
has travelled all the way to the Supreme Court, 
where justices will decide not only if Redding’s 
case was justified, but if any school administration 
nationwide has the right to strip search their 
students.
 “This is probably one of the most important cases 
for students to watch right now,” said Elmir.
   However, Boyer feels that Seaholm would never 
resort to such an extreme search method even if 

strip-searches were declared constitutional.
   “I can not think of a reason why we would ever 
strip search,” said Boyer. “We have certainly 
never done a strip search in the past.”
   Even when Seaholm administrators do feel the 
need to search a student for drugs, Boyer claims 
the search is far less invasive.
 “We do not pat them down let alone [strip 
search],” said Boyer.
   What school administrators do in case of a 
reasonable search consists of asking the student to 
turn their pockets inside out, show that nothing is 
tucked in the waste band of their pants, and turn 
around so we see there are no bulges in the back 
pockets. 
   “We may ask a student to pick up a pant leg 
to show there is nothing in the sock, take off the 
shoe, take off the hat and certainly ask them to 
remove a jacket so we can search the pockets of a 
jacket,” said Boyer.
   One Seaholm student who has been searched 
by the administration agrees that the searches, 
although uncomfortable, are far from invasive.
  “I mean, it’s not like it was fun, but at least I didn’t 
have to take my clothes off,” said the student, who 

wished to remain anonymous. “I know it could 
have been a lot worse.” 
   “I try to treat students the way I would want to be 
treated myself,” said Boyer. “It would just be such 
an invasion of privacy to do that.”
  But other schools in the area may not be so 
lucky.
   In fact, Elmir says that Michigan could be one 
of the many states impacted by the Supreme 
Court decision because of the many reoccurring 
incidents occurring in this state.
   “It may come as a shock to students and parents, 

but each year [the ACLU] hears more and more 
students having to endure these types of degrading 
strip searches in [Michigan] schools,” said Elmir. 
“That’s why we are watching this case so closely 
because it broad implications for students through 
out Michigan.”
      In the past, the Michigan ACLU has encountered 
what they called several startling cases of students 
having to bare it all for school administrators. 
Currently, the ACLU is working on a case with a 
15-year-old boy in Roseville High School.
    This past December, the student was strip 
searched by school administrators and the school’s 
police liaison. He was suspected of possession 
prescription drugs and he order to strip down to 
his underwear.
   “We believe that the fourth amendment protects 
against unreasonable searches and certainly a strip 
search is unreasonable,” said Elmir.
    Boyer said she’s encountered students who 
went to great lengths to hide contraband.   
   “It’s not unheard for them to try and conceal it 
and what better way to conceal it than in a place 
that [the administration] can’t search,” said Boyer. 
“I’ve had one male student with whom I knew [he 
was concealing] something in the crotch (2 years 
back) and we’ve had a female student many years 
back actually conceal something in her bra.”
   But even at that point, Boyer did not strip search 
and feels that if a situation such as that were to 
present itself in the future, she wouldn’t even 
consider strip-searching.
 “In my mind, when I have a suspicion or concern, 
I also have other resources I could call on to help 
me deal with that particular situation,” said Boyer. 
“I would not be in a situation where I would begin 
to strip search a student. I want us all to be safe, but 
I’m not going to go to the extreme.”
   The Supreme Court is expected to reach a 
decision in June of this year. Although the media 
has seemed to portray the justices as more in 
favor of the schools, Elmir feels that there is really 
no way of knowing for sure at this point. In the 
meantime, the ACLU hopes the court will not 
decide against student rights.
  “[The ACLU] strongly believe that the Supreme 
Court must not allow public schools to become 
places in which the constitution is meaningless to 
students,” said Elmir. “We do hope that students 
do not shed their constitutional rights.”

Additional reporting by Annie Stenback.

Photo by Celia Nelson

The forensics team came home with 2nd in the state.   Photo by Justin Labond
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   What started as a global threat became more of a joke as the 
words, “swine flu” echoed through the halls of Seaholm High 
School.
   The swine flu is a virus that first arose in Mexico, crossed the 
border into America, surfaced in Texas, and now, has made its 
way all the way up to Michigan.
   The global uproar about the virus caused some worry among 
Seaholm students. 
   At this point in time however, Director of Community Rela-
tions, Marcia F. Wilkinson confirmed that there have been no 
known cases of swine flu reported in Oakland County.
   “As far as I know there are not at this time,” Wilkinson said.  
“There are a lot of cases of regular flu going around and each of 
those, most doctors are still testing those and sending them in to 
get lab reports, so that situation could change daily.”
   Senior Caroline Buck got sick during her trip to Mexico, and 
felt her symptoms worsen upon returning home.

Swine Flu Commotion Dying Down
Amanda Smith
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

   “I went to Playa del Carmen over spring break,” Buck said.  
“While I was there I developed a cough, and once I got home 
it got worse.  It was cold-like symptoms, so I thought it was the 
climate change and the lack of sleep.”  
   Buck’s symptoms continued to persist, and went to the doctor 
to figure out what was wrong.
   “After about a week of not getting better, I went to my pedia-
trician and my mom mentioned that we had been in Mexico,” 
Buck said.  “So she decided it would be a good idea to test me 
[for swine flu] just as a precaution.”
   According to the pediatrician, Buck did not exhibit the symp-
toms that signal swine flu, but given the national health threats, 
there was no such thing as being “too safe.”
   “She said the symptoms were high fever, coughing, and other 
flu-like things,” Buck said.  “No one ever really thought that I 
actually had the swine flu because my symptoms were so dif-
ferent, but my doctor wanted to rule it out anyway.”
   Once this was established, Buck was tested, and the results 
confirmed her hypothesis.
   “They did the test in the office, but they had to send it out to 
the hospital so that it could be covered by our insurance,” Buck 

said.  “We waited 48 hours for the results, and I didn’t have it.  
It ended up just being a sinus infection and upper respiratory 
infection.”
   The commotion caused by the swine flu in the past, has fallen 
to more of a murmur, as people’s concerns lie with the country’s 
newer issues.
   In past weeks, cases of the swine flu in counties such as Ma-
comb and Wayne caused for schools to be temporarily shut 
down while now, school closings cease to exist.
   The seriousness of the swine flu evolved into a joke as stu-
dents made light of the disease in attempts to convince their 
parents that they couldn’t go to school.
   “[Last week,] I told my mom that Seaholm was closed be-
cause of the swine flu, but she didn’t buy it,” Nathan said.
   The figures tracked by the district confirm that the parents and 
students need not worry about the swine flu at Seaholm.
   Wilkinson confirmed that there has not been a decrease in 
attendance over the past few weeks.
   But, if parents do have questions or concerns about the swine 
flu, Wilkinson recommends certain places to get reliable infor-
mation.

   “They should contact their private physician or visit http://
oakgov.com/health/  for Oakland County health or the Centers 
for Disease Control at www.cdc.gov,” Wilkinson said.
   Another concern that arose was the issue of handshaking, 
when students receive their diploma at graduation.
   According to Megha Satyanarayana’s article in the Detroit 
Free Press, handshaking is banned at the      Oakland University 
graduation ceremony.  This decision was made in response to a 
suggestion made by the Oakland County Health Division.
   A “message regarding large gatherings” was posted on the 
Oakland Country Health Division website to address the end of 
the year events that could promote the spreading of the swine 
flu.
   The message requests that schools consider the advice to 
“Avoid hand to hand contact, such as hand shaking.”
   This practice however was not adopted at the May 7, Awards 
program at Seaholm, where students receiving any award were 
customarily expected to shake the hand of the award-giver.
   No issues arose from such happenings, and the graduation 
ceremony at Seaholm can be expected to proceed in its usual 
fashion without the elimination of the hand-shake.

     While most Seaholm students were enjoying a normal week-
end at home on May 9th and 10th, three students, junior Con-
nor Ridenour and seniors Nick Ridenour and Dana Sorensen 
were witnesses to a police shooting on Michigan Avenue in 
Chicago, Illinois.
   While Sorensen, Connor Ridenour and Nick Ridenour were 
unsure of what was immediately taking place, they were able to 
catch the full story on the news later that day.
   “We were at the J. Crew,” said Sorensen, “which is right on 
Michigan Avenue across from the Drake Hotel and the Louis 
Vuitton store.”
   Sorensen was visiting Chicago with the Ridenour family, and 
recalls having a bird’s eye view of the crime scene.
   “Apparently a woman went into the Louis Vuitton store trying 
to buy a purse with a fake credit card and they called the police,” 
said Sorensen.
   The action happened once the woman exited the store.
   “She was trying to get out and she was wrestling with the 
police trying to get to her accomplice’s car, and apparently they 
shot her,” said Sorensen.
   Connor Ridenour recalls the finer details of the scene.

   “She went to the getaway car, which was a black Monte Car-
lo, and the cop came to arrest her,” said Ridenour.  “She fought 
him for the gun so he had to shoot her.”
    Sorensen did not know at the time that a shot was fired, but the 
commotion going on across the street drew her attention.
   “I saw her falling out of the car with two red splotches on her 
white t-shirt, lying on the  pavement,” said Sorensen.  “The cop 
went running, there were police storming everywhere.”
   Watching the scene unfold, Sorensen could only watch, in 
shock, and try to conclude what had  happened.
   “We didn’t know if she got shot or if she got stabbed, we 
didn’t know what was going on,” said Sorensen.  “We weren’t 
quite sure if she was innocent, or if there was a madman loose 
shooting and stabbing people.  It was scary.”
   The woman, however, was not alone.    
   “The guy, the passenger [in the getaway car], just got out and 
ran away, and four undercover cop cars came which is when I 
first saw them,” said Ridenour.  
   The man attempted to escape, but went unsuccessful.
   “They got out with bulletproof vests on, and chased him 
down,” said Ridenour.
   Sorensen recalled the scene with excitement.
   “It was one of the coolest, weirdest things I have ever seen in 
my entire life,” said Sorensen.  “It was like I was watching a 
Law and Order episode.  It was surreal.”

Amanda Smith
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

Students Witness Police Shooting

   A recent study conducted by Ohio State University showed 
21% of students who have a Facebook account have noticed it 
impacted their schoolwork 
   Procrastination, distraction, and time management problems 
are all part of the negative effects. More Positive effects of this 
social networking are the ability to create study groups, job net-
working, and coursework support.
   The other 79 percent of Facebook users from the study 
claimed that Facebook did not affect their studies.
   The study consisted of interviewing 219 students at Ohio 
State University, out of the 218 students, 148 students claimed 
to have a Facebook account.
   The study showed that Facebook interviewed generally had 
a GPA of 3.0 to 3.5. Those who didn’t have Facebook profiles 
tended to get GPA’s in the range of 3.5 and 4.0.
   The Highlander then conducted a 200 student survey ask-
ing the student if they had a Facebook account. Of the students 
surveyed, 163 students responded with a yes, totaling to 82% 
of the students. 
   The answers given in the Facebook study showed that people 
who have jobs are less likely to be on Facebook than those who 
are unemployed.
   Facebook users also claimed to have only studied on aver-
age one to five hours a week. Those who do not use Facebook, 
claimed to have studied over 10 hours a week.
   “Facebook is an annoyance; you feel the need to check it even 
for pointless things. To see what other things are going on or 
what happened at school. Since I’ve had a Facebook my par-
ents and I have noticed a minor decline in my academic perfor-
mance. I started using it to communicate my friends that I don’t 
have classes with, but I like staying up to date with everyone, 
and I became somewhat addicted,” senior Garrett Ebbeling 
said.
   Aryn Karpinski is a doctoral student at Ohio State University; 
she conducted the study linking Facebook users having lower 
grades within college students than compared to those who do 
not use Facebook.
   “I initially had the idea back in my Master’s program at West 
Virginia University. Facebook’s popularity began to escalate 
dramatically after I graduated from undergrad in 2004. The fol-
lowing years in my Master’s program, I noticed as a TA many 

of my students’ interest and obsession with the website,” Kar-
pinski said.
    “Finally, in my current program at Ohio State, my advis-
ers encouraged me to examine this idea, I made a 5 to 6 page 
survey and gave it to university undergraduates and graduate 
students,” Karpinski added. 
   Students who have Facebook and claimed that it didn’t affect 
their studies seemed quite pleased about their schoolwork and 
the use of Facebook.
   “I think you can multi-task and get your study in at the same 
time. It just depends on the person, I should probably not be on 
Facebook,” sophomore Katy Shook said.
   As many as 100 million users log on to Facebook at least 
once a day. It was created in 2004 by Harvard drop out Mark 
Zuckerberg, every day on this planet more than three billion 
minutes are spent on Facebook, and out of 200+ million users, 
two thirds of them are outside of college.
    “I think Facebook is distracting and it often keeps me from 
my studies, I think that people who are on it all the time do 
get lower grades, but I don’t think it’s a reason to do poorly in 
school,” senior Chris Howe said.
   The Highlander contacted Facebook about the results of the 
study and no response was given to us in a timely manner.
    “I’m glad I don’t have a Facebook, it’s a waste of time in my 
eyes, I’d rather spend my time on things I like, like guitar, not 
Facebook my friends I see every day at school,” junior Jake 
Gilbert said.
   The research was presented on April 16, 2009 in San Diego, 
where co-authors of the study, Karpinski and Adam Duberstein 
told the American Education research Association of their re-
sults. 
   Karpinski does not have a Facebook and says it was “gaining 
popularity” as she was an undergrad in 2004, so it didn’t affect 
her although Duberstein does have a Facebook.
   “My intent of the study was for dialogue to start about this 
topic. I want researchers to investigate this phenomenon more 
thoroughly,” Karpinski said.
  “I guess Facebook does affect my studying,” freshman Bren-
dan Keyes said. “Every time I am suppose to, I find myself on 
Facebook, I lose track of time, and don’t study.” 
   Karpinksi does intend on continuing studying into the aca-
demic effects of Facebook; including what social groups it af-
fects more, what schoolwork is affected most and what it is, 
exactly, that is distracting about Facebook.
   “The interesting thing to note here is the disconnection be-
tween what was found in the quantitative findings and the 
qualitative response from the students, data show a relationship 
between academic achievement and Facebook use, the major-
ity of students do not perceive any impact on their academic 
performance,” Karpinski said.

Recent University studies 
confirm a negative correlation 
between time spent on 
Facebook and good grades
Alec Larry
Staff Writer
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

   Birmingham’s old district policy allowed suspended students 
make up tests, quizzes, and homework. Recently that policy has 
changed.
   Now students are able to make up any class work, which As-
sistant Principal Deb Boyer sees as a positive. 
   “The idea of suspension is not to punish students academi-
cally,” said Boyer. “It is to send a strong message that their be-
havior needs to change.”
   Though these changes are not stated in the student handbook, 
Boyer confirmed that they will be in next year’s edition.
   Boyer also stated that there have been 20 suspensions this 
year regarding drugs, but some names appear more than once 
on the list.
    “20 suspensions in a school of 1,250 students is not bad,” 
said Boyer. “Suspensions are typically reserved for drug issues, 
serious attendance issues, and fighting.”
   In the last week, Seaholm had several suspensions. Boyer 
stated that one half of these suspensions were drug related.
   Boyer also said that most suspensions are the cause of a re-
peated offense, but fighting and drugs usually calls for immedi-
ate suspension.
   “We reserve [suspensions] for serious offenses, we don’t just 
hand them out,” said Boyer. “We try to give out logical conse-
quences for bad behavior.”
  Although the school is responsible for suspensions, the district 
designates the amount of days the students will be missing.
   Some students, like sophomore Alyx Muir, make the argu-

Sarah Belton
Staff Writer
Sbelton@seaholmhighlander.com

Old Policy: Suspended
ment that it is much simpler to do homework at home. 
   “I don’t think suspension is worth it,” said Muir. “They basi-
cally just get the day off without any real punishment.”
   But Boyer sees suspension as a more of social punishment.
    “Yes it is more convenient to do [the work] at home,” said 
Boyer. “But school is more of social interaction, take it away 
and it will get their attention.”
   Math teacher Eric Bruns agrees with Boyer.
   “I don’t think the goal of suspension is meant to punish the 
students via their grade,” said Bruns. “You have to leave the 
punishing up to the parents.”
   Boyer believes suspension acts as a “wake up call” to students’ 
parents.
   “Not only does it get students attention, but the parents,” said 
Boyer. “It shows the school’s been pushed to its limit.”
   Boyer noted that suspension shows up on permanent records, 
and can hurt students’ chances of getting into college.
   “It depends on how the student handles the suspension,” said 
Boyer. “If the student refuses to change their behavior, it will be 
that behavior that will keep them out of college.”
   Muir opposes Boyer’s statement.
   “They probably just overlook it,” said Muir. “Especially if the 
person has really good grades or is good at sports or is artistic.”
   Another upsetting penalty of suspensions is that students can-
not participate in school sports if suspended.
   Captain of the Tennis team Katie Frazier thinks the school 
should issue warnings as opposed to dismissing students from 
the team immediately.
   “They should be taken off a few games not for the whole 
season,” said Frazier. “So then they learn a lesson from it but it 
doesn’t ruin the rest of the season.”

CAUTION: 
MAY RESULT IN 
FAILURE

   Principal Terry Piper, on the other hand, thought the security 
cameras would serve to better protect the students and their 
belongings. He did not feel SASC had any influence in the 
board’s final decision.
     “I understand high school students and it only takes one or 

two people to make it an issue and suddenly it’s like ‘they’re 
violating our rights and we’ve got to stand up.’,” said Piper. “It’s 
interesting that while it became kind of a ‘thing’ in this building 
for students to become against it.”
   Dzierbicki, however, received verbal proof from the Board of 
Education that SASC did have weight on the outcome.
   “I would disregard Piper’s statement [about SASC not having 
an influence] because when we talked to the board members, 

they said our opinions are what influenced their decision,” said 
Dzierbicki.
   In hopes that SASC may ease up on the surveillance fight, 
Piper took students from the group to Novi High School in 
order to see its $500,000 security system.
   “The students seemed impressed by what the security cameras 
had achieved,” said Piper.
   Dzierbicki was one of the students who attended the trip to 
one of the high schools.
   “It was an awesome system, for a jail.” said Dzierbicki. “I was 
taken aback that a school would spend that much money on 
having a ‘let the crime happen then catch them later’ mentality 
rather than teaching their students the value of being responsible 
for their belongings.”

Students opposed cameras

The SASC (From left): Xan Schwartz, Nolan Astrein, Josh Schaefer, Sara Dzierbicki, Brad Verona, and Jake Drutchas

   The school board agreed with Dzierbicki and the rest of 
SASC, as existing cameras will simply be updated, and new 
ones will be placed at high-traffic entrances.
   As far as what the future holds for Students Against Security 
Cameras, some members feel that if the school board feels 
the need to install security cameras, it should be done at the 
elementary school level first.
   “In terms of intruders at school for reasons like kidnapping or 
anything else, the people most at risk are the younger ones,” said 
Drutchas, “so we would like [members of the board] consider 
elementary schools first and foremost, but for now, we accept 
the cameras at our entrances.”

Photo by Celia Nelson
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  In addition to legal charges, Nelson and her organization have faced 
heavy criticism from local pet stores, animal shelters and web chatrooms 
dedicated to Metro Detroit pet rescues. 
   “I have had first hand contact with this rescue,” writes one anonymous 
poster who speaks to having helped Nelson while working at a pet clinic. 
“She used my boss and never paid her vet bill. She owes the clinic that I 
work at almost $400.”
  Others responded on Oakland Press’s website, after the Press posted a 
story about Nelson and IBPR earlier this month.
   “If you do not have the funds to pay your vet bill,” wrote one poster, 
“you should not be in rescue.”
   One Birmingham official close to the situation, who asked to remain 
nameless, was familiar with Nelson and IBPR.
   “The problem is with [animal rescues] sometimes is they feel like they 
can disregard the rules because they are rescuing animals and contributing 
to a good cause,” said a representative from the Birmingham Animal 
Control who admitted to having dealt with the Itsy Bitsy Pet Rescue 
recently. “It seems like they may be in a little over their heads.”
  Despite alleged financial difficulties, Nelson will accept only cash for 
the purchase of her rescued canines. Her regular fee is $395 per dog, not 
including medical expenses.
   Seaholm senior Jimmy Johnson and junior Michael Sarzinski are 
employees at Napiers Dog Kennel, where Itsy Bitsy has sold dogs in the 
past. They too voice concern over the organization’s suspicious financial 
situation.
   “It’s one thing to ask for cash, but to take nothing but cash seems a little 
suspicious in addition to all the other allegations,” said Johnson.
   Along with Internet posters, Johnson and Sarsinki feel that these rescue 
dogs are questionably priced.
   To adopt a puppy from the Royal Oak Animal Shelter, the fee is $200, 
plus a refundable $50 fee for neutering or spaying. 
   “[Nelson’s] heart is in the right place, but her pocketbook is not,” said 
one online poster.
   Johnson also questioned Nelson’s method of “rescuing” the dogs she 
sells.
   “I use the term rescue loosely,” said Johnson. “We have heard she was 
buying from puppy mills rather than actually rescuing them. She recently 
said she rescued dogs from a flea market, which you can’t do. You have 
to purchase them.”
   Napiers has not done business with Itsy Bitsy since hearing of these 
allegations.
   “When we started asking her about the allegations, she was reluctant 
to call us back and eventually took us off her schedule completely,” said 
Johnson.
   On the Itsy Bitsy page on Petfinder.com, Nelson responded to critics.
    “Recently ISBR has been strongly and unfairly judged by others in the 
way we conduct our rescue,” reads a statement released on the Itsy Bitsy 
Webpage. “We are very different from other rescues and we take pride 
in that.”
    The page also addresses puppy mills.
    “While we support the activists using ‘words’ to end puppy mills, at Itsy 
Bitsy, we use ‘action’ to end the suffering of mill dogs now,” the statement 
said.
     Lately, Nelson has been selling her dogs at Premier Pet Supply. Despite 
the legal drama surrounding the rescue group, the student volunteers said 
they remain dedicated to helping these animals find safe homes.

Questions hound local pet rescue

Junior Xavier Faraj and puppy.    Photo courtesy of Cynthia Best    .    Photo courtesy of Cynthia Best

cameras to those with a stationary view is more prudent than 
replacing the existing cameras with other cameras that pan back 
and forth. 
   “The whole panning back and forth 
is problematic in that if something 
happens when its panning you don’t 
have a whole shot of the parking lot,” 
said Piper. “If somebody comes and 
says I was in an accident of my car was 
keyed we would have to hope that the 
panning back and forth happened to 
catch it.”
   Although Piper is currently in support 
of the boards’ decision to improve existing 
cameras, he expresses regret over the fact that cameras won’t be 
implemented inside the school.
   “I was in support of having cameras in the building. Every high 
school in Oakland County has cameras in the building except 
for Seaholm and Groves,” said Piper. “I am in contact with the 
other principals all the time and they tell me how helpful they 
are in solving vandalism cases, solving theft cases and serving 
as a deterrent.”
   Along with the decision to replace existing cameras there is 

talk of the Board of Education readdressing the 
security camera issue in the future with the intent 
of putting cameras outside of the main entrance of 
Seaholm. 
   “The other thing, and this is a question mark 

right now but I am told it’s 
possible right now, if they 
can afford to they’re going to 
put fixed cameras on the main entrances 
outside of the building,” said Piper.
   “This is so we can actually tell what 
people are coming and going in and out 
of the building.”
   The fact that the camera issue will be 
readdressed has been accompanied with 

mixed emotions by the student body that fought zealously to 
deter the implementation of cameras.
   “As for cameras outside the entrances, it is understandable,” 
said junior Jake Drutchas. “We, as an organization, realized that 
while cameras had no real use in a school for safety reasons 
(proactive uses) it would do its job as a reactionary measure for 
outside the school if something were to happen.” 
   The initial outpouring of student unification against cameras 
came with no surprise to Piper, who after an extensive tenure 
in High School administration appears to have worked out the 

No indoors cameras; Replacing outside

psyche of high school students.
   “I understand High School students and it only takes one or 
two people to make it an issue and suddenly it’s like ‘they’re 
violating our rights and we’ve got to stand up.’,” said Piper. “It’s 
like ok fine, you know if the ones in the parking lot don’t violate 
your rights why are these ones going to violate your rights?  It’s 
interesting that while it became kind of a thing in this building 
for students to become against it. The same thing happened in 
Lahser and in many cases when the principal goes to the tape its 
because student asked for help.”
   Piper also refuted the notion that students played any part in 
the decision of the Board to forgo inserting cameras within the 
school. 
   “I don’t think so,” said Piper. “First of all it was financial and 
second it was figuring out whether or not the problem really 
warranted the expense. You have a certain degree of problem 
and you’re going to spend money on a problem that doesn’t 
warrant that much money.”

LEFT: A main entrance camera may be 
installed, though that decision is not yet final                        
Photo by Celia Nelson

“As for cameras outside 
the entrances, it is 
understandable,”                

-Junior Jake Drutchas

   Rinschler echoes Pipers perception that student protest 
didn’t serve as a major part in the board’s decision against 
implementing cameras; however she believes that it was 
important to take their concerns of protecting individual rights 
into consideration.
   “While the students concerns and views were considered, 
it was the positive behavior of the entire student body at both 
high schools which helped guide the discussion of the sub-
committee as to the need,” said Rinschler.
   Rinschler adds that the primary reason for the Board’s decision 
was to promote the safety and security of the students while 
maintaining a high level of fiscal responsibility. 
   “The main purpose is to protect the property of the students, 
staff and visitors to the building.  We recommended that the 
administration review the placement of the outdoor security 
cameras to monitor the entrances and exits and perimeter of the 
building to be operational during school hours and after school 
hours.”

CAMERAS / FROM Page 1

BOTTOM: The camera at the entrance by 
the student parking lot will be replaced with 
a more advanced version.
                        Photo by Celia Nelson
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Passing the Torch
Current seniors and staff give advice for the upcoming senior class about how to be the ideal senior.

Kate Murray
Staff Writer
Kmurray@seaholmhighlander.com

“You have to really know what you want.  You have to be 
ready for the future.”

-Chinese teacher Joy Wang

“Take a bunch of APs so your last two weeks are a joke.”
-Senior Will Kane

“Being a senior is all about attitude; you can’t try too hard, 
but don’t put too much effort into not trying.”

-Senior Sarah Wilson

“Leave the school better than the way you found it.”
-Social Studies teacher Bob Carleton

“Don’t take too many APs because then you’ll be 
working hard the whole year as opposed to the rest of us 

who won’t.”
-Senior Sarah Beth Wells

“You have to realize 
that basically every-
thing you do is your 

last… Live in the mo-
ment, it goes by faster 
than you think it will.”

-Senior Stephanie 
Browne

“If you never quit, you 
will never be defeated.”

-Science teacher 
Doug Baltz

“Get applications in 
early so you can get 
it over with.  Apply 

for all scholarships if 
you can, even if they 
seem farfetched.”

-Senior Allie 
Gasorowski

“Party hard, no backpack Wednesdays, and do whatever you want.”
-Senior Kevin Crimmins

“People look up to 
you so you can set 
a good example.”

-Senior Zach 
Ahlbrand

“Torturing the 
younger children, 
never attending 

class, and making 
your grade memo-
rable is the defini-
tion of a success-

ful senior.”
-Senior Jessica 

Stanley

“Try to realize that 
your senior year 
is a whole year.” 

[Not just two 
trimesters]

-Math teacher 
Thad Wilhelm

“The [Field Day] march sets the tone for your class so make sure it looks like they are having fun but also 
unified.  Other classes are always the most excited to see the seniors. Also, it’s important to help out the 

sophomores in all aspects of field day, because that’s how we did so well with charity.”
-Senior and Field Day co-chair Margeau Barnes

“Lose the cliques and get involved.  From school to the so-
cial scene…being inclusive makes senior year way better.”

-English teacher Jane LaBond

“Stay on task even though you may already be into college.”
-Senior Chelsea Bailargeon

“Continue to work hard and leave a positive, lasting im-
pression.  Don’t forget, we’ll be writing your recommenda-

tions.”
-Assistant Principal Staci Peterson

“Once you get to third trimester build your grades up just 
enough to coast to the end.  I finally have to put effort in now 

and it’s killing me.”
-Senior Aaron Pryka

1.	 Senior	Skip	Day- On Friday, May 15th, the eldest class was 
not at Ernest W, but instead scattered around town and, 
in some cases, around states. “I’m going to Cedar Point,” 
said senior Alexa DeFiore. “It has to be a really memorable 
day.” Others will choose to spend their day in a more laid 
back manner.  Said Jackie Wojewoda, “I will bask in all the 
glory of being a senior by sleeping in and then going out to 
breakfast.” Chris Dixon acknowledges that for him, sports 
schedules interfered with having any major plans for the 
day, but that he will still “go partying and then to track.” 
However, assistant principal Deb Boyer encouraged students 
to exercise caution when skipping. “You can only skip if 
you’re excused and if you have the absences to spare,” said 
Boyer. “If skipping breaks the contract, you can’t do it.”

2.	 Senior	Prank- If you aren’t a senior, don’t expect to be let in on this well kept secret or it 
wouldn’t be a surprise! But there have been many awesome ideas floating around. For 
example, a student who wishes to remain anonymous wants to “bring a hamster to school, 
let it run around, and call it ‘The Golden Snitch!’” A good game of quidditch is always fun! 

3.	 Water	Wars-	Over 18 teams composed up of competitive seniors who want to have fun 
and get wet are all battling for one title: First place team in Water 
Wars 2009. Andrew Allan feels that he and his team will succeed. 
“I wouldn’t have paid if I didn’t think my team would win,” said 
Allan. Teams are all fighting for the prize money, and although not 
all will win, all will have fun. “Our team accidentally soaked our 
opponent’s dad this morning in a fit of excitement,” said Harrison 
Gardner. “It was pretty tight.” The competition has already started, 
but it won’t finish until seniors’ last week of school. 

4.	 All	 Night	 Party	 (LEFT)- Held at Derby Middle School on 
the night of graduation, the ANP is the last time that the entire 
senior class will be together in one place. The Dr. Seuss themed 
bash offers lots of treats, prizes, surprises and more. The invitations 

24 HOURS LEFT UNTIL HIGH SCHOOL IS OVER. That’s IT. Now that 
seniors only have about 24 hours left of the school year, there 
are many traditions that they can take part in to say goodbye to 

have already been mailed, and nearly the entire senior class 
is signed up to go. In years past, seniors have overwhelmingly 
enjoyed themselves at the party, including graduated senior 
Ted Howard. “It was a perfect way to go out,” said Howard. “I 
loved it.” The party will go from 10pm until 4am and seniors 
will be served a pancake breakfast before they leave. 

5.	 Senior	Dinner-	The Senior dinner will be held on Friday, 
May 22md in the Seaholm Cafeteria at 6:30 pm. There will 
be a catered dinner, followed by the presentation of Mock 
elections that seniors voted for over the winter, and finally, 
a viewing of the senior video. 

6.	 Senior	Breakfast-	With only four days of school left, seniors 
will be treated to a breakfast on Tuesday, May 19th at 7 am 
in the cafeteria before school starts. “There are a bunch of 
moms who are bringing in fruit and juice, and Pancake Man 
is providing the pancake breakfast,” said senior Margeau 
Barnes. Yum! Also, don’t forget to stick around! The class of 

2009 will walk to the gym and take a group picture together after they eat.

7.	 Skip	5th	hour	to	go	and	get	ice	cream!-	It’s a beautiful, sunny, 80 degree afternoon, and 
seniors can count the days they have left of school on their hands. Do they really want to 
be in class? Absolutely not. Not if they could be out getting ice cream instead. “I’ll go to 
Dairy Mat, because, well, why wouldn’t I go to Dairy Mat?” said senior Allison Squatrito. 
“They have good prices and great ice cream.” Although Jay Zaleski echoes Squatrito’s love 
for ice cream, he prefers a different venue. “Dairy Deluxe is the bomb!” said Zaleski. Other 
frozen treat stores that are close to Seaholm include Stroh’s, Kilwin’s, Coldstone, TCBY and 
Custard Cup. All venues offer a level of deliciousness that attending 5th hour class never 
could. Again, make sure any absences you have are excused so that Kit Kat flurry doesn’t 
cost you having to take a final!

8.	 College	Shirt	day-	On the last day of school,	go out of Seaholm in style by showing your 
excitement for the college you will attend next year and wear its tee-shirt! Whether you’re 
sporting green and white, maize and blue, or any of the numerous other schools the class 
of 2009 will be attending, you’ll be sure to leave a lasting impression while finding out 
what your soon-to-be former classmates’ plans are too!

Eight things to do before you graduate
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Goodbye Highlander, Hello Higher Education
Next Stop: College

Charlie Filips
Co-Editor in Chief
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Lifestyles Editor

Ashley H arte
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Wisconsin School of Visual Arts Hofstra
College major:  Poly Sci

What are you most 
looking forward to?
Ability to study abroad, the 
social aspect of the school 
and solid academics.

What will you miss most 
about the Highlander?
Alexi Knock; Writing stories 
and interviewing important 
people.

Future journalism plans?
Undecided

College major: Photography

What are you most 
looking forward to?
Living in New York City and 
the superior photo program 
at SVA.

What will you miss most 
about the Highlander?
The creative freedom I have

Future journalism plans?
I plan on working on SVA’s 
school magazine.

College major:  
Communications

What are you most 
looking forward to?
Proximity to NYC, internship 
opportunities

What will you miss most 
about the Highlander?
Charlie Filips; Being able to 
write about a broad range of 
topics

Future journalism plans?
Writing for the Hofstra Chron-
icle (student newspaper)

Maddie Beauregard Stephanie Browne Allie Gasiorowski

Richard Grenn

Casey GeraldoPeter Gargaro

David Guenther

College: ITHACA COLLEGE

Major: Television/Radio

Looking forward to: Escapism

College: ALMA COLLEGE

Major: Non-Profit Organization 
Management
Looking forward to: Being with 
people who care about the same 
things as me.

College: NORTHWESTERN

Major: Journalism

Looking forward to: Not being at 
Seaholm anymore.

College: GRAND VALLEY

Major: Pre-med

Looking forward to: My dorm is 
really nice.

College: MICHIGAN STATE

Major: Business or Education

Looking forward to: being out of 
my usual element.

Megan Joseph Ryan MinerDan MeredithLauren MarkevichLindsey MandichJared Lincoln

Celia Nelson

College: WESTERN MICH

Major: Undecided

Looking forward to: Being away 
from my family.

College: HOPE COLLEGE 

Major: Communications and 
Business

Looking forward to: Playing 
Hockey there.

College: MICHIGAN

Major: Pre-law

Looking forward to: Football 
games

College:  BOWLING GREEN

Major: Apparel Management

Looking forward to: Becoming 
more independent.

College: MICHIGAN

Major: Business Administration

Looking forward to: Leaving 
Seaholm

College: WOOSTER

Major: Communications

Looking forward to: Getting away 
from home.

College: BOWLING GREEN

Major: Undecided

Looking forward to: A new 
environment.

Beth Oelke Alex Park Susie Plaggemars Dan Porcerelli Megan Warwick Scott Stoddard Ellen Vonfoerster
College: MICHIGAN STATE

Major: Packaging

Looking forward to: The Big Ten 
atmosphere.

College:  MICHIGAN

Major: English

Looking forward to: Not having 
my mom in my face 24/7.

College: MICHIGAN STATE

Major:

Looking forward to:

College: MICHIGAN STATE

Major: Pre-Law

Looking forward to: Continuing 
to play football.

College: CENTRAL MICH

Major: Journalism

Looking forward to: Being able to 
leave Birmingham.

College: NW WYOMING

Major: Photography and Political 
Science

Looking forward to: Gettin’ lucky 
in Kentucky...

College: MICHIGAN

Major: Undecided

Looking forward to: Meeting new 
people.

Matriculating solo:
Meet a few of the students who will single-handedly 
represent Seaholm’s class of 2009 at their universities

MAJOR:
Engineering

WHY:
“The weather 
is nice there”

Cameron Boese
KANSAS

Cameron Dow
NOTRE DAME

Mitch Kaufman
TENNESSEE

Matt Block
DUKE

Stephen Burke
ARIZONA

Caroline Sheridan
UTAH

Alexa Defiore
ELON

Ricky Woo
RICE

MAJOR:
Architechure

WHY:
“They have 
one of the 
best 
achitecture 
schools”

MAJOR:
Undecided

WHY:
“I haven’t 
decided be-
tween a few 
majors and 
they have 
great pro-
grams in all of 
my choices.”

MAJOR:
Biology

WHY:
“I liked the 
fact that it’s a 
smaller school 
in a big city. 
Many refer to it 
as the Harvard 
of Texas. Also, 
I aspire to be a 
cowboy.”

MAJOR:
Ballet

WHY:
“They have a 
really impres-
sive performing 
arts school, it’s 
been called the 
Julliard of the 
West.”

MAJOR:
Sports 
Mgmt

WHY:
“I have some 
cousins who go 
there and love 
it. I love the 
campus.”

MAJOR:
Engineering 
and Business

WHY:
“It was the   
nicest cam-
pus I had ever 
seen and they 
have a lot of 
programs.”

MAJOR:
Undecided

WHY:
“I think it is the 
perfect size 
school for me.”

Sara Dzierbicki
College: MICHIGAN

Major: English

Looking forward to: Being in 
Ann Arbor.

College: HOPE COLLEGE

Major: Communications

Looking forward to: The 
freedoms of college.

College: MICHIGAN

Major: International Relations

Looking forward to: breaking 
away from the norm.

Eden Cooney
College: OHIO UNIVERSITY

Major: Marine Biology

Looking forward to: Meeting new 
People

Taylor Stewart
College: CENTRAL MICH

Major: Health Professional

Looking forward to: Football 
games and meeting new people.

Alexi Knock, Lifestyles 
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I’m on it and I know why. 
I made the decision not to go to class 

eight times, and now I’m paying the 
price.

I see where the district is coming from 
when it says that the policy meant to keep 
a person from missing class unless they 
have a legit reason, but does contract 
even have a true purpose, seeing as 
many workers these days work outside 
of their offices? Instead of sweating 
inside a cramped 8x8 cubicle, work 
is now completed with Blackberries, 
laptops, and Bluetooth’s at Starbucks or 
Macdonald’s. 

Contract is the agreement a student 
has with the Assistant Principal that says 
that if the student misses class, they must 
have a legitimate reason for not being 
there. If the student misses the class, they 
must have a doctor’s note. A student also 
is only allowed to have three tardies per 
class. 

It gives me the impression that it 
is trying to keep kids responsible by 
making them go to class and attend on 
time. But how does this policy prepare 
students for life after high school? 

Sandra Yangouyian, a Birmingham-
area career counselor, says that there are 
17 foundation skills that all workers in 
the high-performance work place must 
have.  Only one skill had anything to do 
with attendance.

Yangouyian said Lawrence K. 
Jones’, “The Foundation Skills” were a 
career building blueprint to be followed. 
These skills are broken down into four 
categories: “Basic Skills,” “Thinking 
Skills,” “People Skills,” and “Personal 
Qualities”. Expanded, these skills 
include Problem Solving, Writing, 

Is Seaholm’s Attendance Policy Effective?

After long and arduous discussions between 
the Board of Education, school administrators 
and students, the security camera fiasco can now 
be put to rest. 

The Board decided against installing new 
cameras inside of the school, stating that the 
benefits didn’t outweigh the costs accompanying 
the implementation. The Board determined that the 
decision to install was first and foremost a financial 
decision, and being in the current economic hole 
that the district is in the rationale seems legitimate.  
However, the Highlander had difficulty 
swallowing the Seaholm Administration and the 
Board of Educations’ unified belief that students 
had no role in deterring cameras being place 
inside of the building. 

The administration faced an unprecedented 
outpouring of student protest in opposition to the 
cameras. The student position was formed through 
the belief that implementing cameras within 
the school was an infringement on individual 
rights, an unnecessary expenditure and likely to 
be ineffective. The Board did allow students to 
address these concerns at meetings and according 
to junior Jake Drutchas “they seemed to listen.”  
There is absolutely no way that the Board of 
Education, along with the Seaholm Administration 
(who, to be fair really had little to no say in the 
outcome), having heard a cohesive voice against 
the cameras from the student body was able to 
completely disregard their input and make a 
decision that was purely financial. To put it simply, 
if one is an a position of authority and everyone 
beneath that person mandates a specific action 
to take place, and the authority figure chooses to 
take that course of action but then says it was not 
influenced by anyone else, that wouldn’t make 
much sense would it? 

It seems like the Board and Administration has 
devised a believable cop out for being proven by 
students that cameras really aren’t necessary in the 
Seaholm environment and that money should be 
allocated elsewhere. 

Principal Terry Piper was much more 
unequivocal than Board President Giri Rinschler 
when dismissing that student interest played a 
factor in the Board’s decision. Piper firmly stated 
that he didn’t think students had any role and went 

on to call the unified student activism against the 
cameras as a mere “thing” as if it were a fad or 
something childish.  

“It only takes one or two people to make it an 
issue and suddenly it’s like ‘they’re violating our 
rights and we’ve got to stand up,’” Piper told The 
Highlander. 

Piper has often championed individual 
student rights and liberties, and has been one of 
this paper’s strongest supporters. We can only 
hope that as a high school administrator it wasn’t 
his intent to discourage students standing up for 
something they believe in just because it deviates 
from personal views. 

Regardless of administrators claims, student 
activism in Seaholm was alive and well during 
the pinnacle of the Camera discussions, and the 
administration should praise Seaholm students for 
being opinionated and staying socially aware. 

Cameras aside, the 2008-2009 school year saw 
students getting involved within the community 
in a multitude of ways. Through an historical 
presidential election, Seaholm students became 
immersed in volunteering for campaigns and 
politically active nonprofit organizations. Some 
students even volunteered over 40 hours of 
their time to assist Seaholm alumni and State 
representative candidate Evan Treharne in his 
race for office.

 This school year saw an unprecedented interest 
on part of students towards the world at large. As 
cliché as it sounds, Change was an intangible yet 
pervasive ideal that prompted civic virtue, an 
impetus to act and a sense of community. It’s been 
a successful year for Seaholm, which enjoyed 
not just a socially active student body, but had the 
pleasure of witnessing the first successful alley 
oop. Not that the two are on the same level, it’s 
just something so rare it had to make the yearend 
editorial. 

The Highlander staff would like to thank all of 
the readers for their support and feedback over the 
year and we hope that we can provide as much 
quality news and entertainment in 2009-2010. 
This year we enjoyed covering the achievements 
and dedication of many students. It’s you, the 
student body whose hard work and motivation 
makes the Highlander possible and enjoyable. 
Again, we’d like to thank all the readers and wish 
everyone a great summer!

Cameras: The Final Chapter
Highlander Editorial

Conner Pavone
Staff Writer
Cpavone@seaholmhighlander.com

Critical Thinking, Communication, 
Mathematics, Visualization and Decision 
Making Skills. 

Responsibility, one of the 17 
foundation skills, does include attendance, 
but as its fourth most important subset, 
below hard work, concentration and 
superior effort. 

However, it’s this quality that the 
administration seems to be honing in on. 

“The contract tries to get a student to 
realize that they cannot skip class,” said 
Assistant Principal Deb Boyer.  “It helps 
students to focus on attending in that if 
they don’t attend class, they have to have 
a legitimate reason for why they are not 
in class.”

With the new technology in our 
generation, class can be taken without 
actually being present. Right now, 
teachers leave some content on the web. 
A student can access Microsoft Word 
from their Blackberry, and can make 
PowerPoint’s from their house. That 
allows students to learn what the class 
learned that day, complete what needs 
to be completed and not be punished for 
missing. Some college courses are only 
given online, and the number increases 
each semester.

Seems like when a student is put on 
contract, they are being set up to fail. 
However, many students who have been 
put on contract for a class can easily 
demonstrate a mastery of the content the 
class covers.

“Give me a test and I’ll show my 
teacher the grade I truly deserve,” said 
junior Daisy Dull. 

Some students are split on their 
opinion about the contract. 

“I think it’s good that the AP is trying 
to get us to go to school, but I think it’s 
unfair, the consequences of breaking it,” 
said junior Claire Choinard.

If you break contract, you are in grave 
danger of losing credit for the class. To 

receive credit for the class, the student 
must past with a 78% or higher. They also 
have to complete a list of requirements 
given to them from their teacher. 

“You need to attend class daily, and 
have no unexcused absences and no 
pattern of tardies,” said Boyer. “The 
punishments for breaking contract are 
prescribed by law. If you break the 
contract, then you automatically raise the 
bar for passing that class from a D- to a 
C+ by state regulations.”

Every teacher is required to give 
students who break contract a list of 
requirements that they must accomplish 
and turn in to receive credit for the 
class. This list is usually buried in each 
teacher’s syllabus. 

Students and staff have mixed emotions about Seaholm’s attendance policy.  The policy requires students to go on contract after reaching eight absences, regard-
less if they are unexcused or excused.         Photo Illustration By: Lindsay Boeckl

Some people also feel that who the 
school puts on contract and for how long 
is not fair. 

 “The contracts basically do work,” 
said Boyer. “Our goal is to have students 
in class, so that they can get information, 
interact, learn and understand what is 
valuable, and be able to apply it. It’s not 
intended to be a punishment. It’s intended 
to be a heads up.”

Critics of the contract say the 
agreements cause the student to 
suffocate, thus making him or her hate 
school more. If a student hates school, 
their grades suffer. When someone’s 
grades suffer, they receive a horrible 
grade point average, and don’t get into a 
good college. 

To have a student be successful in 
school, they have to be happy. When 
a student is happy, they are more 
productive. If skipping makes a student 
happy, why not allow him or her, with 
certain restrictions, to do so, because 
when they are at school, they are more 
productive?

“I go to class when I want to be in 
school and I actually get work done,” 
said Dull. “Contract doesn’t give me the 
choice to go to class or not anymore, so I 
hate school all of the time.” 

Teachers see the students that are on 
contract as “skippers” and not smart. I 
got a 28 on my ACT and went in blind 
but I’m on contract for three classes. 
Does that mean that I am not smart?

When it comes to accountability, some 
teachers take the side of the contract and 
see that it is doing something good for 
our school.

“I think attendance, whether you’re 
a student of employee of a company, 
is very important,” said social studies 
teacher Dawn Whitehead. “We’re all 
accountable to be where we’re supposed 
to be. Being at school and on time 
teaches you skills you need to have when 
you have a job.”

Other teachers however feel that the 
contract has its flaws. 

“It’s got some bugs that haven’t quite 
been worked out yet,” said flex teacher 
Peter Shaheen.  

Shameful: Using Dogs to Pull at 
Heartstrings is No Excuse for 
Questionable  Ethics
   As is true with most stories regarding cute, baby 
animals, as long as the people involved seem to 
have the best interest of the animals at heart, no 
one questions what they are doing. As long as 
furry, wide-eyed puppies are getting rescued, ev-
eryone is happy.
   Such is the case in the most recent puppy res-
cue. 
   When the original print story from The Oakland 
Press,  written by a mother of one of the students 
involved, appeared in print, it spoke of heroism 
on the parts of Traci Nelson and the kids she had 
involved in the rescue. 
   Though it is true that the puppies were in bad 
shape, and that once washed and given care by 
the people in question the puppies were in much 
better shape, that does not erase the fact that what 
they were doing was illegal. It is irresponsible 
journalism on the part of The Oakland Press to 
print a story that it knew would be popular due 
to its furry subject matter without doing any fact 
checking. 
   Though Nelson may have thought that she was 
doing well by society, the fact that she knowingly 
involved high school students in potentially illegal 
activity is both reprehensible and irresponsible. As 
an adult, for her to engage students in something 
that even has the chance of being illegal not only 
setting a horrible example, it is putting the kids 
themselves at legal risk.
   After getting cited for misdemeanor charges for 
having as many as 41 dogs in her house (as op-
posed to the allotted three dogs), Nelson failed to 
appear at her court date. 
   Not only was the way Nelson conducted the 
rescue illegal, her motives for rescuing and selling 
the dogs are also in question. The price she is sell-

Highlander Editorial

These puppies have been living at the Itsy Bitsy Pet Rescue.  The pet rescue is run out of Traci 
Nelson’s home, which is currently illegally housing 41 dogs.
      Photo Courtesy of : Cynthia Best

ing them at--$395 is significantly higher than what 
puppies normally sell for at other rescue shelters-
-$200. Plus, Nelson is running an operation that 
only accepts cash. This leads The Highlander to 
believe that this rescue was less about saving pup-
pies and more about making a profit.
   If it is true that Nelson is not only running an 
illegal operation but a morally reprehensible one 
as well, it is very easy to see past the wide eyes of 
puppies and into Nelson’s wrongdoings.
   Nelson clearly thinks that she can take advan-
tage of the general public’s love of puppies -- 

especially when the puppies have been rescued 
from a puppy mill. This is exploitation not only of 
the puppies but of the people buying them.
   For justice for those buying the puppies and the 
puppies themselves to be served, Nelson must be 
adequately punished by the powers that be (The 
Highlander suggests that in addition to legal con-
sequences, Nelson should pay back the $150 dol-
lars she overcharged those who bought her pup-
pies); and the puppies should be taken to shelters 
who don’t engage in shady activities. 
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   Teeing off from the first hole at Springdale golf 
course. Driving the ball consistently 300 yards 
down the fairway. Scoring in the 30s on a normal 
day after nine holes. This is the golf game that ju-
nior JC Wilhelm brings to every match.
   JC Wilhelm first picked up a set of golf clubs at 
the age of three years old, so he has been golfing 
for 14 years. Wilhelm has multiple accomplish-
ments throughout his 14 years of golfing.
   A win at the junior golf championship at DGC, 
multiple medals at high school tournaments, and 
a win at the Meijer tournament this summer are 
many of Wilhelm’s achievements throughout his 
golf career.
   “It feels pretty good to be the best,” Wilhelm 
said. “I like to be the best.”
   Many of JC’s Seaholm teammates feel the same 
way about his marvelous golf game. Junior Jeff 
Page believes Wilhelm’s game pushes him to be-
come a better player.
   “JC is a great golfer that brings a sense of com-
petition to the game,” Page said. “His great game 
makes me want to play better.”
   Juniors Jake Drutchas and Alec Nathan are so 
amazed by his game, they believe that he has the 
potential to become one of the best in the long 
run.
   “I see JC Wilhelm as a mixture of baby Jesus, 
Tiger Woods, and Phil Mickleson,” Drutchas 
said. “He is the final product of a quality golf pro-
gram.”
   “I think there’s a 70% chance for him to be the 
next Tiger Woods,” Nathan said.
   Wilhelm is being pushed constantly by var-
sity head coach Leon Braisted because he sees a 

bright future for Wilhelm’s golf game.
   “He believes there’s still much improvement 
for me,” Wilhelm said. “He sees the potential in 
me.”
   Not only does Wilhelm bring his strong game to 
the table, his leadership qualities really make the 
Seaholm golf program better. Nathan believes the 
attitude he brings to the game creates a positive 
atmosphere.
   “He brings a positive energy that makes ev-
eryone strive to become a better player,” Nathan 
said.
   Druthchas also sees his sense of humor being a 
key role into the team’s success.
   “He has amazing leadership abilities,” Drutchas 
said. “He also brings a good personality with a 
sense of humor to the course.”
   Wilhelm’s favorite parts of the game of golf are 
the desire to win and to drive the ball as far as pos-
sible. These two things motivate Wilhelm to bring 
his “A” game to the golf course every day.   
   “The feeling of winning and being able to hit 
the ball further than everyone else is exhilarating,” 
Wilhelm said.
   This summer JC plans on playing in the Michi-
gan Junior Amateur and many other national tour-
naments to better his golf game. He has received 
a letter from Air Force showing much interest, so 
his goal of playing Division one golf seems very 
bright.
   Nathan not only sees a college golf career, he 
also sees a green jacket in Wilhelm’s future.
   “He’ll be wearing that green jacket,” Nathan 
said. “I’ll be watching and there will be JC Wil-
helm with a one shot lead on the 18th hole at Au-
gusta.”

Seaholm Junior JC Wilhelm is one of the school’s best golfers, but is also highly regarded as a team leader.  
                Photo By: Celia Nelson

Born To Win: Seaholm Junior JC Wilhelm Leads 
Seaholm’s Golf  Team On and Off  The Course

Alec Larry
Staff Writer
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

Nick Naski
Staff Writer
Nnaski@seaholmhighlander.com

Track Team Looks to 
Finish Season on a 
Strong Note

   The Seaholm Track team is rounding the final bend and 
heading in to the finish as their 2009 spring season comes 
to a close.
   With a strong record going into the division meet on May 
8, they were 5-1 only losing to North Farmington.
   “I had high expectations going into the league meet, but 
that was tainted almost immediately,” senior Ryan Schloff 
said.
   They boys team went in and had a disappointing finish of 
7th place, while the girls finished strong with a 2nd place 
finish.
   “We were good, the boys let us down as a team, but we 
(girls) did very well and I was proud,” senior Sydne Hudson 
said.
   Described as being the more colorful part of the team, the 
boys throwing team was led by Coach Amb Beaver. Where 
they have strong throwers such as Hunter Bartosik, Andy 
Mcdermott, and Mitchell Kaufman.
   “I love Amb Beaver.  She’s a great coach and I’ve im-
proved so much this year,” junior Nick Cromie said.
   At the Regional’s meet on May 15, Seaholm performed 
strong with both boys and girls finishing in fifth place out 
of 16.
   From the Boys team, seniors Andy McDermott, Stephen 
Burke, and Will Kane qualified themselves for competition 
at the State championships.
   “I’m happy I made states and proud of my performance, I 
thought I had the discus in the bag, but this kid from country 
day came out of nowhere and beat me, they took our jobs!,” 
senior Andy McDermott said.
   In the 800m race, Will Kane, who was recovering from 
a knee injury, took an impressive win, with a meet record 
time of 1:58:72. 
   The Girls performed equally as well by taking a strong 
victory in the 1600m relay setting another meet record. State 
qualifiers include sophomore Rachel Redmond in the 110m 
hurdles and senior Lauren Nichols in the 400m dash.
   “Overall this year went alright, I mean every aspect of our 
team was well and we had our strong points. But I think 
overall as a team, we could have done better, we just need 
sprinters, we don’t have enough. But effort was definitely 
not a problem, nor was heart, we had plenty of each, I have 
very high hopes for next year,” Coach Jeff Devantier said.
   The Track team then travels to Farmington High school 
for the Oakland County meet on May 22 where Devantier 
is looking to win the meet and is well in the realm of doing 
so.
   “After our strong performance at Regional’s I am confi-
dent for the county meet. So far, Farmington has been our 
closest opponent, and our only loss, if we can beat them, 
we very easily can win the Oakland county meet,” added 
Devantier.   
   On May 30, the team is going to the State Championships 
in Zeeland where the team is eager for the victory.
   “This season would be great if we ended on the note of 
State Champions, I’ve had a really great year and think it 
would cap it off with the State victory, the year went by so 
fast, I had a lot of fun,” senior Mitchell Kaufman said.

Dan Porcerelli
Deputy Sports Editor
Dporcerelli@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Will Kane practices  for the 800 meter race.  Kane was expected to 
set the school record, which has stood for over 71 seasons, however a knee 
injury may derail his chances.
	 	 	 	 	 Photo	By:	Celia	Nelson

The Ultimate Challenge: Senior Will Kane Looks to 
Break One of Seaholm’s Oldest Track Records

   The girl’s tennis team qualified for the MHSAA State Finals 
in Kalamazoo on Thursday, despite falling two points short of 
their team goal of winning the tournament.
   The Maple girls started the day strong, winning first round 
matches across the board, as well as having seven of eight 
flights compete in the championship round.
   While Seaholm coach Keith Bernacki’s team seemed to be 
in the driver’s seat, only the #1 doubles team of Senior Chelsea 
Donlin and Junior Kaitlyn Miller were able to chalk up a first 
place finish with a thrilling third set victory over Marian, that 
involved a tiebreaker at 6-all in the third to decide the match.
   “It definitely makes me want to focus even more when we are 
playing Marian,” said Donlin. “I mean they are a big rival for 
us, and I just really don’t like losing to Marian. We were kind 
of the underdog against them, and, like coach was saying, we 
wanted to prove them wrong.”
   Those six points left on the table, which included three nerve-
racking  three-set matches at #2, #3, and #4 doubles were costly 
in the end, as their 24 team points were edged by the Mustangs 
from Marian, who racked up 26.
   “I would have liked to see us win more of those final match-
es, but everybody did their best,” said Donlin. “A lot of those 
matches went to three-sets, so we gave a really good effort as a 
team and almost beat them.”`
   While the day didn’t end how the team would have hoped, 
there were definitely some positives from the tournament, in-

cluding a qualifying spot for the State finals as well as a higher 
finish than their cross-town rival, Groves.
   “I think we are playing our best tennis as a team heading into 
States,” said Donlin. “I feel like we didn’t play that well at the 
beginning, but we are peaking. I think we’re going to improve 
from last year when we finished fourth.”
   At the State Finals, Bernacki’s team will have their work cut 
out for them.
   “I don’t think it is going to be tough to get seeds at a lot of 
different flights,” said Bernacki. “I mean, we had some early-
season losses to 
teams from our 
side of the state, so 
that will be differ-
ent from last year 
in that we don’t 
really know what 
type of draw we 
are going to get.”
   Despite some 
uncertainty as to 
how the matchups 
will fall, this team 
is poised to make a 
run in Kalamazoo, 
and is finding its 
stride at just the 
right time.
 

David Foreman
Sports Columnist
Dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

Girls Tennis Qualifies for MHSAA State Finals

Freshman Annie Greir serves the ball in the 
Regional championship.  
	 	 								Photo	By:	Lindsay	Boeckl

Assistant Coach Paul Young talks to 
Freshmen Annie Grier and Chanel 
Leyva durring varsity tennis region-
als. Photo	By:	Lindsay	Boeckl

   The 800 meter race.
   Completed in 1 minute, 54 seconds, and 7 hundredths of a 
second in 1938 and 1982 by Quentin Brelsford and Treg Scott 
respectively. It’s a Seaholm High School Track and Field record 
that has stood for the test of time.  71 graduation classes have 
passed through the halls of Seaholm High School and nobody 
has been able to surpass it. Senior Will Kane was on a quest to 
become the first, until an injury put that dream aside temporar-
ily.
   Kane injured his knee, which put a slight halt to his track and 
field career.
   “It’s unfortunate,” Kane said. “I was looking forward to run-
ning and competing for the entire season.”
   According to several of his teammates, Kane was complain-
ing of knee pain during a race in mid-April. Instead of taking the 
race off or seeking immediate medical advice, Kane did what 
he knows best. He ran.
   It was during the 200 meter race where the finishing blows 
were inflicted.
   He was advised not to test the knee during any races, because 
the damage would surely compound with each and every stride 
forward.
   He, however, isn’t the only person showing disappointment 
at the sudden impairment. His teammates consider him some-
thing of a leader.
   “It’s great to have such a good runner on the team,” senior 
Matthew Leon said. “When you see how hard he works, you 

don’t want to cheat your own self by taking 
shortcuts or going half-speed.”
   Other teammates concur.
   “He runs like an animal,” junior Hunter 
Bartosik said. “I hope he comes back soon.”
   With the time off, Kane certainly isn’t ex-
empt from putting forth effort. This isn’t ex-
actly a break for him.
   Kane is the student President of the Na-
tional Honor Society at Seaholm and will be 
attending the University of Michigan in the 
fall semester.  To say he’s the model student-
athlete is an understatement.
   “It can be tough to balance the time,” Kane 
said. “It can get a little stressful, but I think 
I’ve done a good job.”
   His unwavering commitment to education, 
amidst a promising track run at Seaholm, 
has more than earned him the respect of his 
peers.
   “Will Kane’s the man,” senior Tommy 
Stacy said. “Nothing else needs to be said.”
   Kane, who had missed the past few meets, 
returns on Friday, May 8th at the OAA 
League Meet. He was given the okay by his 
doctor to get back in the mix of things.
   “I’m really excited to be back,” Kane said. 
“But I’ll only be running one event because I 
don’t want to work it too hard, too soon.”



Sports
T H E  H I G H L A N D E R

Friday, May 22, 2009

12

Girls Water Polo Falls in First 
Round of Regional Playoffs

   June is nearing, which means two things for the 
Seaholm baseball team: Higher temperatures and 
higher stakes.
   The baseball team, who is currently ranked #8 
in Oakland County, is 12-0 in conference play and 
clinched a championship in the OAA South divi-
sion, sitting atop the conference with a three game 
lead and only one more game to go.
   With one title locked up, Coach Don Watchows-
ki’s team has no time to rest on their laurels as they 
open MHSAA tournament play on May 26th at 
Southfield Lathrup high school.
   Three games will be the magic number if this 
team, led by ace pitcher Tyler Haggerson, wants 
to move on to regional play and become the first 
Maple squad to win a district title in 9 years.
   In game one, the team will need to get past a 5-5 
Lathrup team that beat Seaholm and  ended their 
season a year ago, leaving last year’s seniors with 
an unexpected and heartbreaking end to their high 
school baseball careers.
   This team will be hungry for some payback, and 
I don’t envision Lathrup knocking out Seaholm 
for the second year in a row.
   If the Maple’s move on, they will face a West 
Bloomfield team that has struggled throughout 
the season, holding a 5-10(3-6) record and are 
currently ranked seventh in the OAA South.
   Once again, the Maples will be favored to ad-
vance, but this is where things get tough.
   If this team makes it to the District Final, Brother 
Rice will await them.
   The defending state-champion Warriors are led 
by Matt Conway, who was recently named the 
Michigan High School Athlete of the Year at The 
Dodge National Athletic Awards ceremony.
   Currently ranked first in Oakland County, Coach 
Bob Riker’s team will be a difficult team to beat, 
but looking past a Maple team that is hungry and 
playing well could end up disasterous.  But for 
Seaholm, this could be the biggest baseball win 
in nearly a decade.
   It’s a safe bet to say that, in a title game, both 
teams will pitch their ace: That means Conway 
for Rice, and Haggerson for Seaholm.
   In a one loss format, anything can happen, and I 
would project a low-scoring championship game 
if these teams meet.
   One thing is for sure though , all the pressure 
would be on Rice.
   Bottom line: The longer the game stays close, 
the more I would pick the Maples in this one. If 
this team can make the Warriors start to feel some 
heat in the late innings, then it is conceivable that 
this team could shock the State and crack the de-
fending State Champions form Brother Rice. 
   This team has a chance to knock off a giant. And 
make history.

Foreman’s Corner
Title Push

David Foreman
Sports Columnist
Dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm’s long journey to the regional tourna-
ment and dreams of making the state tournament 
came to an end last Friday as when they lost to 
Ann Arbor Huron 5-0 in the first round of the re-
gional tournament. 
   “Against Huron I feel we played our best game 
of the year,” Coach Riddle said. “Although we 
came out on the short end of the stick, we played 
our best and forced them to play their best as 
well.”  
   “Huron was the number one ranked team in the 
state,” junior Franny Gagnier said. “Coaches from 
other teams came up to us and congratulated us on 
how well we played, even though we lost.”
   To make it to the state tournament, the Maples 
needed to win on Friday, but their season did not 
end there.  They played in the losers bracket of the 
regional where they lost to Groves 4-6 and then 
to Troy 3-4.  
   Although the Maples did not do as well as they 
hoped in the regional tournament two Seaholm 
athletes, junior Sam Krawczak and senior Molly 

Stacey, were given All-Region honors. 
   “Sam and Molly played well and earned All-Re-
gion Honorable Mention, but they were just do-

ing what I asked out of everyone all season which 
was to help contribute to the team,” Riddle said. 
“This is not an individual sport, and the word team 
comes first, but they played very well and I am 
proud of them for their achievements.”
   The Maples qualified for regionals by beating 
Grand Blanc in their first game of the League 
Tournament which they won 9-5 last Friday at 
Saline High School.  
   “We played great against Grand Blanc at dis-
tricts,” Riddle said.  “I was confident that we 
would win and confident that my players were 
ready.”
   The team was very nervous about the game after 
losing to them 9-8 just days before.
   “We didn’t play as well as we knew we could the 
first time,” junior defender Franny Gagnier said, 
“but we focused and worked well as a team which 
got us the win.”
   After the Maples beat Grand Blanc they had a 
guaranteed spot in the regional tournament, but 
they still had to play well in the league tournament 

to have momentum leading up to the regional 
game.  Seaholm’s seed in the regional tournament 
was determined based on the number of games 
won at leagues.
   “We were so happy that we were going to re-
gionals that we lost focus of winning the league,” 
Gagnier said.
   The Maples lost their next two games in the 
District Tournament, Okemos 1-10, and Troy 4-7.  
This gave them the low seed at regionals, which 
meant they had to play the number one team in 
the state in their first game of the regional tourna-
ment. 
   “We played with heart and pride and didn’t back 
down,” senior captain Mallory Glazier said.  “We 
just couldn’t get a good offense going.”
   The Maples had many motivating factors that 
impacted their success this season, including host-
ing regionals
   “It would be a lot of fun to do well on our home 
turf,” Gagnier said.
   “It would be terrible to host regionals and not 
play in them,” Laporte said.
   The Maples were also motivated by last year’s 
disappointing loss to Groves in the District Tour-
nament. 
   “Last year was extremely disappointing,” 
Kaugher said, “but it turned the team around and 
we are better because of it.”
   Another key to the Maples success this year was 
the many changes they have made since last sea-
son.  
    “We’ve been coming together a lot more in the 
pool this year,” Glazier said.
   “We are more successful than last year because 
our team is closely knit, we understand what needs 
to be done and we work harder than any women’s 
polo team has at Seaholm,” coach Riddle said.
   The Maples also got a new head coach this year, 
David Riddle.
   “My senior class has had three coaches in the 
past four years,” Glazier said, “but he’s our favor-
ite by far, he really cares about the sport and he 
cares about us, he brings confidence to all of us.”
   They have also worked better as a team this 
year.
   “We’ve had a lot of problems the last couples 
years,” Stacey explains, “but we’ve gotten to be a 
much better team this year outside the pool” 
   The Maples have also changed their training 
techniques
   “Our workouts are pretty intense,” Glazier said, 
“we swim in sweatpants and shoes, and some-
times with weight belts.”
   “We’ve been working on new plays, passing, 
and different shots,” Stacey adds.
   The Maples are also in great shape for next sea-
son, only graduating three seniors this year.
    “We’re a really young team,” Glazier said.  
“They are going to have a lot of talent next year.”

Zach Hill
Staff Writer
Zhill@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior Calley Murphy looks to advance the ball past her defender in a game 
on  April 23rd against Groves.   Photo By: Lindsay Boeckl

   “Most teams have breaks in between the hardest 
parts of practice, but we don’t,” said junior Katy 
Kaugher. “Every second of practice makes you 
push yourself to the limit.”
   Every day after school, dedicated sports teams 
are testing their limits on the field and in the pool. 
These rigorous practice regimens are known to be 
true for many sports, but a select few can be clas-
sified as extreme.
   Whenever the girls on the Women’s Water Polo 
team step foot on the pool deck, they know they 
are in for a rough practice, every time. Juniors 
Lindsey Laporte and Katy Kaugher experience 
this intensity first hand.
   “All water sports are hard,” said Laporte. “We 
practice five days a week for three hours, and have 
tournaments almost every Friday and Saturday.”
   The coach of the girls Water Polo team, David 
Riddle, has a similar view of the underestimated 
intensity of the sport.
   “I would rate water polo practice as one of the 
hardest practices in any high school sport,” said 
Riddle.  “Many don’t realize that water polo play-
ers are constantly treading water, swimming, and 
using physical contact every single day. I think it 
is the most underrated sport because people don’t 
realize how hard these girls actually work.”
   “I think the main reason it’s so difficult is be-
cause we swim in sweatpants and tennis shoes,” 
said Laporte. “We have to swim to the bottom of 
the pool in all that gear and bring up benches that 
were thrown into the pool.” 
   “It seriously takes all of the energy and oxygen 
you have to make it to the bottom and swim all the 
way up with the benches,” said Kaugher. “It really 
makes us work as a team.”
   Even though these difficult practice routines 

Practice Makes for Perfect Agony
Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

may seem too hard to handle, Coach Riddle has 
a different, more positive view.
   “The practices probably do tire the girls out, as 
it should,” said Riddle. “We work hard to achieve 
our goals and in order to get there, they need to 
work hard every day, even if they are tired. They 
all know that their hard work will pay off in the 
end, so I think it drives them to become better 
players.”
   The women’s la-
crosse team seems 
to play in rain or 
shine, snow or sleet. 
No matter how bad 
the weather, the de-
voted girls are on 
the field improving 
their already flaw-
less game.
   “Unless it’s light-
ning, we have never 
cancelled a prac-
tice,” said senior 
Andrea Mahem. 
“I’ve played in a 
snowstorm before. 
When school was 
cancelled, we still 
had practice.”
   “When there is 
bad weather, we 
have to wear hoods 
to protect our faces,” said junior Sarah Norris.
   The fact that this focused team plays no matter 
what the weather can explain their strong players 
and winning seasons.
   “Our coach, Jen, always has a specific schedule 
for each day, so that can’t be affected by cancelling 
practices. This helps us to do well,” said Norris.
   Every spring, the girls on Maple Motion dance 
their way to the national championship in Orlan-

do, Florida. How they get to that point each year 
depends on the motivation of the team and some 
especially challenging work.
   “I think we work the hardest the last week before 
nationals,” said junior Allison Mullen. 
   For the dance team, every practice is a part of the 
struggle for the continuous success they receive at 
competitions.

   “My sophomore year we had a practice over 
February break when we had to do all three of our 
dances twice and then had to do 100 kicks after 
every dance with no time to rest,” said senior Ra-
chel Galante.
   “I realize how our hard practices pay off when 
we walk off the floor [at nationals]. It’s really 
worth it to see how far we’ve come due to work-
ing so hard,” said Mullen.

Seaholm’s sports team endure intense practices to reach their goals

One can often find the girls water polo team practicing in sweatpants and 
sweatshirts as well as tennis shoes.  This is just one of the many extreme 
methods that Seaholm teams use to prepare to face their competition.
    Photo By :  Lindsay Boeckl

Sports Briefs
Varsity Softball
Record- 10-10
Top Players- Paige Young, Mackenzie Hess, 
Katherine Sherbin
Last Game- Split with Farmington High school 
on 5/18/09, lost 2-0, won 4-3
Next Game- 5/20/09 @ Stoney Creek High 
School
Varsity Baseball
Record- 16-6
Top Players- Dan Meredith, Tyler Haggerson, 
Brian Bjerke
Last Game- 5/15/09 against West Bloomfield, 
won 7-2
Next Game- 5/19/09 vs. Berkely
Girls Varsity Water Polo
Record- 3-6
Top Players- Sam Krawczak, Molly Stacy, 
Caroline Buck
Final Game- 5/16/09 against Troy, lost 4-3

Seaholm’s Academic All-Stars
Ryan Miner
Staff Writer
Rminer@seaholmhighlander.com

   When a person thinks ‘All-Star’, images of a 
clutch player hitting a three point shot at the buzz-
er might come into play or a linebacker making 
the game saving tackle might cross their mind.  
Seaholm Seniors Matt Block and Lizzie Grobbel 
starred in a different way.  They went above and 
beyond the call of duty; in the class room.
   While both achieving a 4.0 GPA, extraordinarily 
high test scores on both the ACT and SAT, and 
logging significant amounts of work in the com-
munity, it’s no surprise that they are finally being 
recognized for their academic ability.
   In this, the 24th year in which an Academic 
All-Star Team has been announced, a total of 23 
Metro Detroit students were named to the team 
while another 37 were runners-up.  The Principals 
committee that was making the selections was 
very happy with the amount of students they were 

able to name to the list.  
   “It’s a great honor”, said Grobbel.  “It was a 
pleasant surprise for both me and my parents.”
   Grobbel, who plans to study environmental sci-
ence at The University Of Michigan, made the 
squad of 23.  Block, who is headed down south to 
Duke this fall, was right in the mix being named 
to the runner-up team.  For Block this also came 
as a pleasant surprise.
   “There are so many students in Metro-Detroit”, 
said Block.  “And for me to be named to the top 
60 kids is truly unlike anything I’ve been a part 
of.”
   It’s hard to argue that these two brilliant people 
are going in positive directions.  Not only are they 
fantastic in the classroom but also outside of it.  
Grobbel stars on the girls Varsity Soccer team and 
Block has been in the Seaholm band, playing per-
cussion, for all four years at Seaholm.  
   “This whole thing has been just a great way to 
cap off senior year”, said Grobbel. 

Boys Varsity Lax
Record- 5-13
Top Players- Tommy Stacy, Brent Prior, Scott 
Drummond
Last Game- 5/16/09 @ Shadyside Academy, 
won 5-2
Next Game- vs. Plymouth on 5/20/09
Girls Varsity Soccer
Record- 6-5-4
Top Players- Sara Seiler, Haley Silver, Samantha 
Mee
Last Game- @Farmington 
Next Game- vs. Plymouth on 5/20/09
Girls Varsity Lax
Record- 10-4-1
Top Players- Zoe Smith, Nancy Miner, Brooke 
Macgregor
Last Game- 5/18/09 against Farmington Hills, 
won 15-5
Next Game- vs. Okemos on 5/20/09

INSIDE:

JC Wilhelm Leads 
Seaholm’s Golf 
Team to Success:
Page 11

Will Kane’s 800 
Meter Challenge: 
Page 11

Girls Tennis Ad-
vances to States:
Page 11
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   From Mission Impossible III director and Alias 
creator J.J. Adams comes a new vision of the 
greatest space adventure of all time, “Star Trek,” 
featuring a young, new crew going where no one 
has gone before.
   This feature film embraces the rich history of 
the influential television and film series while also 
exploring some uncharted territory. Fans will be 
able to live long and prosper after this and be put 
into sci-fi nirvana.
   A wham 12-minute action prologue right off the 
bat sets the table for the excitement for what is in 
store.
   The movie first starts off with the origins of 
James Kirk and Spock and the launch of the 
U.S.S. Enterprise. A new Romulan villain, vastly 
updated special effects, and a creative style make 
Star Trek unique reboot 
and welcome addition 
to the long-running 
Sci-fi franchise.
   Longtime fans will 
feel very comfortable 
about the new 
Enterprise. This high 
tech piece of art could 
be compared to the 
new Dallas Cowboys 
stadium, with a flashy 
but familiar look.
   Main villain Nero 
(Hulk’s Eric Bana), 
wants to take over the 
main planets, Vulcan 
and Earth, with drills 
that can cause a planet 
to implode.
   Exiled to a planet full 
of ice, Captain Kirk 
(Chris Pine), is allowed 
to do some crazy time 
traveling and meet an 
older version of Spock 
(Leonard Nimoy),. This 
creates complications 
on the decisions the 
Enterprise has to make 
in order to save their 
planet.
   Heroes star Zachary 

1. Land of the Lost: Universal Pictures is 
set to release this action packed comedy on June 
5, 2009. Will Ferrell plays Dr. Rick Marshall, 
who on his latest expedition got sucked into a 
space time vortex with his research assistant and 
a redneck survivalist. Ferrell is accompanied by 
Danny R. McBride (Eastbound and Down, Pine-
apple Express), creating a tag team that will have 
you laughing until you can’t breathe. Directed by 
Brad Silberling, Land of the Lost will instantly be 
another Ferrell classic. 
2. Year One: Year One is a comedy di-
rected by Harold Ramis. Columbia Pictures will 
be releasing this movie on June 19, 2009. Jack 
Black and Michael Cera play two lazy, hunter-
gatherers who get banished from their village. 
This sets them off on an epic journey through their 

Nick Naski
Staff Writer
Nnaski@seaholmhighlander.com

A Trekie’s Delight

   After the critical flop that was The da Vinci Code, 
many were skeptical that the follow up, which 
stars the same actor (Tom Hanks), is directed by 
the same director (Ron Howard) and is based on 
a book by the same author (Dan Brown), would 
be any good.
However, it instead goes far above and far beyond 
da Vinci in every way imaginable. 
   The movie begins with the sudden death of a 
pope. Just as the College of Cardinals are about 
to go into congregation to elect the next pope, the 
four “preferiti”, or those most favored for being 
the successor of the pope are kidnapped. 
   At the same time, Vittoria Vetra (Ayelet Zurer 
from Munich), her lab partner and research team 
have created a substance known as antimatter, 
capable of destroying Vatican City and Rome. 
When her partner is murdered and branded in the 
chest with the ancient sign of the Illuminati, 
   Enter Professor Langdon (Tom Hanks), who is 
called in by the Swiss Guard because of his vast 
knowledge of symbols. When Langdon arrives 
he receives news that the canister containing the 
antimatter has been stolen and will explode by 
midnight that night if not discovered. Thus begins 
the adventure--though similar to da Vinci, the 
execution is done much, much better.
   Langdon’s character comes alive as store-house 
of knowledge. Capable of quickly locating the 
important symbol in a room of thousands, he 
continues to impress viewers with his quick 
problem solving. Langdon’s female ‘partner-
in-crime’ Vetra also contributes her help with 
her scientific knowledge, use of Latin and 
some knowledge of the churches. Though not 
portrayed as Langdon’s intellectual equal, Vetra 
helps to fill in the blanks for viewers by listening 
to Langdon explain his discoveries. Camerlengo 
Patrick McKenna (Ewan McGregor from Star 
Wars) plays the former pope’s favorite priest who 
following the pope’s death, acts as head of Vatican 
City until a successor is chosen. Ewan McGregor 
handled his role well.
 To some, the fast moving pace of the movie may 
be a turn off, because little time is spent dwelling 
over the controversies and the plot skips straight 

Annie Stenback
Staff Writer
Astenback@seaholmhighlander.com

Angels and Demons
Ron Howard finally cracks the da Vinci code and makes a great movie

to action. As a viewer I saw the fast moving plot 
as a way to keep the viewer wanting more. For 
those action lovers, this movie is action packed 
and dramatic as ever. The movie worked just as 
the page turner novel, keep viewers on the edge of 
their seat waiting for the next major turn in plot. 
   The movie sets are drawing to the eye taking 
place over all different areas of Rome. Hitting 
up many of the major areas tourists would be 
interested to see, the movie acts as more of an 
adventure through Rome rather than a thickness 

of plot. The screenplay writers made sure to pack 
in the history of Rome to make up for the spaces 
in time. Though there the movie is fast pace, there 
is a lot of emphasis on the problems at hand: a 
time-bomb with the discovery of the antimatter 
and the choosing of a new pope. Overall the 
movie is great for action lovers, as well as movie 
lovers in general. 
Rated PG-13, 138 minutes, now playing 
everywhere. 

Quinto assumes the role a younger Spock, and we 
see his roots as a Federation Starfleet lieutenant 
and a hint of emotion audiences may not be used 
to seeing.
   Anton Yelchin steps into the role of Enterprise 
navigator Pavel Chekov, Zoe Saldana assuming 
the role of communication officer Uhura, Simon 
Pegg keeping the ship in top shape as chief 
engineer Montgomery Scott, and Harold and 
Kumar’s John Cho as Sulu.
   Chris Pine and Lord of the Rings veteran Karl 
Urban assume the legendary roles of Captain 
Kirk and Leonard “Bones” McCoy. 
   Director J.J. Adams was helped by Lost co-
producers Damon Lindelof and Bryan Burk and 
screenwriters Roberto Orci and Alex Kurtzman 
(Transformers). 
   Star Trek moves smoothly along like a beautiful 
vehicle. It has to be admired for its desire and 
performance.  Production and effects are top 
notch with real character.

Three and a half out of four stars, PG-13 for 
violence sci-fi action and brief sexual content, and 
running time is two hours six minutes.  

in high school can be a bumpy road.
   The book opens as Carly returns from a summer 
camp where she hiked and camped out in the 
wilderness for 6 weeks. Upon returning, her 
younger sister, Anna, a high school freshman, has 
suddenly become “hot.” 
   She’s developed a curvy, feminine figure and 
now, none of the boys at their Christian school 
care about Carly, all they can think about is her 
younger, hotter sister. Carly has an extremely 
difficult time dealing with the change and ever 
since she’s gotten home, her friends even seem to 
like Anna better than her. 
   Carly becomes caught in the middle of everything 
and desperately wants to rebel against the life of 
privilege that she’s lead her whole life. 
   Except, she doesn’t quite know how to. She cuts 
her hair, dramatically changes her wardrobe, and 
even rebels against the picture-perfect image that 
her parents have of her. But nothing seems to be 
working for her.
   In addition to this rebel streak, the book carries 
a hint of a religious undertow as the girls attend 
Holy Redeemer, the most prestigious private, 
Christian school also in their state. Through the 

course of the novel, 
Carly’s religion is 
challenged, but she 
never confronts the 
lack of religiousness 
she feels inside.
   Though the book 
keeps a pretty slow 
pace throughout, it 
ends in a completely 
shocking surprise. 
   The book is decent, 
however, I wouldn’t 
recommend to 
someone looking 
anything profound 
or that would 
make you think. 
It’s simple, can be 
read in a day, and 
totally predictable. 
If you’re looking for 
a book that makes 
you think, look 
elsewhere. Peace, 
Love & Baby Ducks 
provides a few 
laughs but nothing 
of real substance.
   289 Pages,    
Published by 
Penguin Group 
(USA), 
 Released May 14, 
2009.

   Enter into the life of a typical high school 
sophomore girl: there’s inevitably going to be 
boys, family drama and a whole lot of changes 
going on. This is the life of Carly, who lives deep 
in the South of Atlanta, Georgia. 
   She leads a pretty normal teenage life except 
for the small detail that she lives in Buckwood, 
the most prestigious neighborhood in her state. 
Thus, she pretty much gets whatever she wants, 
whenever she wants. She has wealth, privilege 
and parents who adore her, so what more could 
she possibly want?
   Written by Lauren Myracle, New York Times 
bestselling author of Thirteen and TTYL, Peace, 
Love and Baby Ducks is a great summer beach 
read, but don’t look for anything much deeper or 
profound than that.
   The story follows the simple premise that sisterly 
love prevails above all else. Yes, above even boys 
and friends. No matter what, your sister will 
always be there for you even though at times, life 

Aubrie Sass
Staff Writer
Asass@seaholmhighlander.com

Peace, Love and Baby Ducks

Pavone’s Picks

ancient world. Though Cera’s sarcastic humor 
may be too dry for some, Black rescues every one 
of Cera’s jokes with strategic immaturity and ob-
noxiousness. 
3. Transformers: Revenge of the Fallen:  
Dreamworks has done it again as they are set to 
release t he sequel to the box office hit, “Trans-
formers,” on June 24, 2009. The action packed 
thriller is sure to have you biting your fingernails 
and trembling in your seats as Optimus Prime re-
turns to defend earth amidst a galactic war. Shia 
Labeouf, Megan Fox, and Josh Duhamel surely 
put on good performances as Optimus Prime 
takes you for the ride of your life. This movie was 
directed by Michael Bay. 
4. Public Enemies: Universal Pictures is 
also set to release Public Enemies, an action-thrill-
er about a true story of legendary Depression-era 
bank robber, John Dillinger, played by Johnny 
Depp. Dillinger is running from the FBI’s top 
agent, Melvin Purvis, played by Christian Bale. 

Directed by Michael Mann, this movie definitely 
shows Depp at his finest, echoing rumors of an 
Oscar worthy performance. The release date for 
this movie is set for July 1, 2009. Public Enemies 
is sure to have you jumping out of your seat as 
each action sequence commences.  
5. Harry Potter and the Half Blood 
Prince: Warner Bros is set to release the 6th movie 
of the 7 movie series starring Daniel Radcliffe, 
Emma Watson, and Rupert Grint. Directed by 
David Yates, this movie takes you to the enchant-
ed world of Hogwarts, yet again, where Harry 
finds himself in grave danger he learns more of 
Lord Voldemorts past. He even suspects that 
Draco Malfoy is doing Lord Voldemorts bidding 
in the halls of Hogwarts. Harry looks to unusual 
accomplices to survive yet another year at Hog-
warts. Brace yourself for the special effects phe-
nomena that Dreamworks puts on, leaving you 
dumbfounded all the way to the last credit. This 
movie is set to release July 15, 2009.  

Conner Pavone
Staff Writer
Cpavone@seaholmhighlander.com
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I’m on it and I know why. 
I made the decision not to go to class 

eight times, and now I’m paying the 
price.

I see where the district is coming from 
when it says that the policy meant to keep 
a person from missing class unless they 
have a legit reason, but does contract 
even have a true purpose, seeing as 
many workers these days work outside 
of their offices? Instead of sweating 
inside a cramped 8x8 cubicle, work 
is now completed with Blackberries, 
laptops, and Bluetooth’s at Starbucks or 
Macdonald’s. 

Contract is the agreement a student 
has with the Assistant Principal that says 
that if the student misses class, they must 
have a legitimate reason for not being 
there. If the student misses the class, they 
must have a doctor’s note. A student also 
is only allowed to have three tardies per 
class. 

It gives me the impression that it 
is trying to keep kids responsible by 
making them go to class and attend on 
time. But how does this policy prepare 
students for life after high school? 

Sandra Yangouyian, a Birmingham-
area career counselor, says that there are 
17 foundation skills that all workers in 
the high-performance work place must 
have.  Only one skill had anything to do 
with attendance.

Yangouyian said Lawrence K. 
Jones’, “The Foundation Skills” were a 
career building blueprint to be followed. 
These skills are broken down into four 
categories: “Basic Skills,” “Thinking 
Skills,” “People Skills,” and “Personal 
Qualities”. Expanded, these skills 
include Problem Solving, Writing, 
Critical Thinking, Communication, 
Mathematics, Visualization and Decision 
Making Skills. 

Responsibility, one of the 17 
foundation skills, does include attendance, 

Is Seaholm’s Attendance Policy Effective?

After long and arduous discussions between 
the Board of Education, school administrators 
and students, the security camera fiasco can now 
be put to rest. 

The Board decided against installing new 
cameras inside of the school, stating that the 
benefits didn’t outweigh the costs accompanying 
the implementation. The Board determined that the 
decision to install was first and foremost a financial 
decision, and being in the current economic hole 
that the district is in the rationale seems legitimate.  
However, the Highlander had difficulty 
swallowing the Seaholm Administration and the 
Board of Educations’ unified belief that students 
had no role in deterring cameras being place 
inside of the building. 

The administration faced an unprecedented 
outpouring of student protest in opposition to the 
cameras. The student position was formed through 
the belief that implementing cameras within 
the school was an infringement on individual 
rights, an unnecessary expenditure and likely to 
be ineffective. The Board did allow students to 
address these concerns at meetings and according 
to junior Jake Drutchas “they seemed to listen.”  
There is absolutely no way that the Board of 
Education, along with the Seaholm Administration 
(who, to be fair really had little to no say in the 
outcome), having heard a cohesive voice against 
the cameras from the student body was able to 
completely disregard their input and make a 
decision that was purely financial. To put it simply, 
if one is an a position of authority and everyone 
beneath that person mandates a specific action 
to take place, and the authority figure chooses to 
take that course of action but then says it was not 
influenced by anyone else, that wouldn’t make 
much sense would it? 

It seems like the Board and Administration has 
devised a believable cop out for being proven by 
students that cameras really aren’t necessary in the 
Seaholm environment and that money should be 
allocated elsewhere. 

Principal Terry Piper was much more 
unequivocal than Board President Gerri Rinschler 
when dismissing that student interest played a 
factor in the Board’s decision. Piper firmly stated 
that he didn’t think students had any role and went 

on to call the unified student activism against the 
cameras as a mere “thing” as if it were a fad or 
something childish.  

“It only takes one or two people to make it an 
issue and suddenly it’s like ‘they’re violating our 
rights and we’ve got to stand up,’” Piper told The 
Highlander. 

Piper has often championed individual 
student rights and liberties, and has been one of 
this paper’s strongest supporters. We can only 
hope that as a high school administrator it wasn’t 
his intent to discourage students standing up for 
something they believe in just because it deviates 
from personal views. 

Regardless of administrators claims, student 
activism in Seaholm was alive and well during 
the pinnacle of the Camera discussions, and the 
administration should praise Seaholm students for 
being opinionated and staying socially aware. 

Cameras aside, the 2008-2009 school year saw 
students getting involved within the community 
in a multitude of ways. Through an historical 
presidential election, Seaholm students became 
immersed in volunteering for campaigns and 
politically active nonprofit organizations. Some 
students even volunteered over 40 hours of 
their time to assist Seaholm alumni and State 
representative candidate Evan Treharne in his 
race for office.

 This school year saw an unprecedented interest 
on part of students towards the world at large. As 
cliché as it sounds, Change was an intangible yet 
pervasive ideal that prompted civic virtue, an 
impetus to act and a sense of community. It’s been 
a successful year for Seaholm, which enjoyed 
not just a socially active student body, but had the 
pleasure of witnessing the first successful alley 
oop. Not that the two are on the same level, it’s 
just something so rare it had to make the yearend 
editorial. 

The Highlander staff would like to thank all of 
the readers for their support and feedback over the 
year and we hope that we can provide as much 
quality news and entertainment in 2009-2010. 
This year we enjoyed covering the achievements 
and dedication of many students. It’s you, the 
student body whose hard work and motivation 
makes the Highlander possible and enjoyable. 
Again, we’d like to thank all the readers and wish 
everyone a great summer!

Cameras: The Final Chapter
Highlander Editorial

14 The Highlander 248-203-3803
  www.seaholmhighlander.comOpinion               Friday May 22, 2009

Conner Pavone
Staff Writer
Cpavone@seaholmhighlander.com

but as its fourth most important subset, 
below hard work, concentration and 
superior effort. 

However, it’s this quality that the 
administration seems to be honing in on. 

“The contract tries to get a student to 
realize that they cannot skip class,” said 
Assistant Principal Deb Boyer.  “It helps 
students to focus on attending in that if 
they don’t attend class, they have to have 
a legitimate reason for why they are not 
in class.”

With the new technology in our 
generation, class can be taken without 
actually being present. Right now, 
teachers leave some content on the web. 
A student can access Microsoft Word 
from their Blackberry, and can make 
PowerPoint’s from their house. That 
allows students to learn what the class 
learned that day, complete what needs 
to be completed and not be punished for 
missing. Some college courses are only 
given online, and the number increases 
each semester.

Seems like when a student is put on 
contract, they are being set up to fail. 
However, many students who have been 
put on contract for a class can easily 
demonstrate a mastery of the content the 
class covers.

“Give me a test and I’ll show my 
teacher the grade I truly deserve,” said 
junior Daisy Dull. 

Some students are split on their 
opinion about the contract. 

“I think it’s good that the AP is trying 
to get us to go to school, but I think it’s 
unfair, the consequences of breaking it,” 
said junior Claire Choinard.

If you break contract, you are in grave 
danger of losing credit for the class. To 
receive credit for the class, the student 
must past with a 78% or higher. They also 
have to complete a list of requirements 
given to them from their teacher. 

“You need to attend class daily, and 
have no unexcused absences and no 
pattern of tardys,” said Boyer. “The 
punishments for breaking contract are 
prescribed by law. If you break the 
contract, then you automatically raise the 

bar for passing that class from a D- to a 
C+ by state regulations.”

Every teacher is required to give 
students who break contract a list of 
requirements that they must accomplish 
and turn in to receive credit for the 
class. This list is usually buried in each 
teacher’s syllabus. 

Some people also feel that who the 
school puts on contract and for how long 
is not fair. 

 “The contracts basically do work,” 
said Boyer. “Our goal is to have students 
in class, so that they can get information, 
interact, learn and understand what is 
valuable, and be able to apply it. It’s not 

Students and staff have mixed emotions about Seaholm’s attendance policy.  The policy requires students to go on contract after reaching eight absences, regard-
less if they are unexcused or excused.         Photo Illustration By: Lindsay Boeckl

intended to be a punishment. It’s intended 
to be a heads up.”

Critics of the contract say the 
agreements cause the student to 
suffocate, thus making him or her hate 
school more. If a student hates school, 
their grades suffer. When someone’s 
grades suffer, they receive a horrible 
grade point average, and don’t get into a 
good college. 

To have a student be successful in 
school, they have to be happy. When 
a student is happy, they are more 
productive. If skipping makes a student 
happy, why not allow him or her, with 
certain restrictions, to do so, because 

when they are at school, they are more 
productive?

“I go to class when I want to be in 
school and I actually get work done,” 
said Dull. “Contract doesn’t give me the 
choice to go to class or not anymore, so I 
hate school all of the time.” 

Teachers see the students that are on 
contract as “skippers” and not smart. I 
got a 28 on my ACT and went in blind 
but I’m on contract for three classes. 
Does that mean that I am not smart?

When it comes to accountability, some 
teachers take the side of the contract and 
see that it is doing something good for 
our school.

“I think attendance, whether you’re 
a student of employee of a company, 
is very important,” said social studies 
teacher Dawn Whitehead. “We’re all 
accountable to be where we’re supposed 
to be. Being at school and on time 
teaches you skills you need to have when 
you have a job.”

Other teachers however feel that the 
contract has its flaws. 

“It’s got some bugs that haven’t quite 
been worked out yet,” said flex teacher 
Peter Shaheen.  

Shameful: Using Dogs to Pull at 
Heartstrings is No Excuse for 
Questionable  Ethics
   As is true with most stories regarding cute, baby 
animals, as long as the people involved seem to 
have the best interest of the animals at heart, no 
one questions what they are doing. As long as 
furry, wide-eyed puppies are getting rescued, ev-
eryone is happy.
   Such is the case in the most recent puppy res-
cue. 
   When the original print story from The Oakland 
Press,  written by a mother of one of the students 
involved, appeared in print, it spoke of heroism 
on the parts of Traci Nelson and the kids she had 
involved in the rescue. 
   Though it is true that the puppies were in bad 
shape, and that once washed and given care by 
the people in question the puppies were in much 
better shape, that does not erase the fact that what 
they were doing was illegal. It is irresponsible 
journalism on the part of The Oakland Press to 
print a story that it knew would be popular due 
to its furry subject matter without doing any fact 
checking. 
   Though Nelson may have thought that she was 
doing well by society, the fact that she knowingly 
involved high school students in potentially illegal 
activity is both reprehensible and irresponsible. As 
an adult, for her to engage students in something 
that even has the chance of being illegal not only 
setting a horrible example, it is putting the kids 
themselves at legal risk.
   After getting cited for misdemeanor charges for 
having as many as 41 dogs in her house (as op-
posed to the allotted three dogs), Nelson failed to 
appear at her court date. 
   Not only was the way Nelson conducted the 
rescue illegal, her motives for rescuing and selling 
the dogs are also in question. The price she is sell-

Highlander Editorial

These puppies have been living at the Itsy Bitsy Pet Rescue.  The pet rescue is run out of Traci 
Nelson’s home, which is currently illegally housing 41 dogs.
      Photo Courtesy of : Cynthia Best

ing them at--$395 is significantly higher than what 
puppies normally sell for at other rescue shelters-
-$200. Plus, Nelson is running an operation that 
only accepts cash. This leads The Highlander to 
believe that this rescue was less about saving pup-
pies and more about making a profit.
   If it is true that Nelson is not only running an 
illegal operation but a morally reprehensible one 
as well, it is very easy to see past the wide eyes of 
puppies and into Nelson’s wrongdoings.
   Nelson clearly thinks that she can take advan-
tage of the general public’s love of puppies--espe-

cially when the puppies have been rescued from 
a puppy mill. This is exploitation not only of the 
puppies but of the people buying them.
   For justice for those buying the puppies and the 
puppies themselves to be served, Nelson must be 
adequately punished by the powers that be (The 
Highlander suggests that in addition to legal con-
sequences, Nelson should pay back the $150 dol-
lars she overcharged those who bought her pup-
pies); and the puppies should be taken to shelters 
who don’t engage in shady activities. 
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   Teeing off from the first hole at Springdale golf 
course. Driving the ball consistently 300 yards 
down the fairway. Scoring in the 30s on a normal 
day after nine holes. This is the golf game that ju-
nior JC Wilhelm brings to every match.
   JC Wilhelm first picked up a set of golf clubs at 
the age of three years old, so he has been golfing 
for 14 years. Wilhelm has multiple accomplish-
ments throughout his 14 years of golfing.
   A win at the junior golf championship at DGC, 
multiple medals at high school tournaments, and 
a win at the Meijer tournament this summer are 
many of Wilhelm’s achievements throughout his 
golf career.
   “It feels pretty good to be the best,” Wilhelm 
said. “I like to be the best.”
   Many of JC’s Seaholm teammates feel the same 
way about his marvelous golf game. Junior Jeff 
Page believes Wilhelm’s game pushes him to be-
come a better player.
   “JC is a great golfer that brings a sense of com-
petition to the game,” Page said. “His great game 
makes me want to play better.”
   Juniors Jake Drutchas and Alec Nathan are so 
amazed by his game, they believe that he has the 
potential to become one of the best in the long 
run.
   “I see JC Wilhelm as a mixture of baby Jesus, 
Tiger Woods, and Phil Mickleson,” Drutchas 
said. “He is the final product of a quality golf pro-
gram.”
   “I think there’s a 70% chance for him to be the 
next Tiger Woods,” Nathan said.
   Wilhelm is being pushed constantly by var-
sity head coach Leon Braisted because he sees a 

bright future for Wilhelm’s golf game.
   “He believes there’s still much improvement 
for me,” Wilhelm said. “He sees the potential in 
me.”
   Not only does Wilhelm bring his strong game to 
the table, his leadership qualities really make the 
Seaholm golf program better. Nathan believes the 
attitude he brings to the game creates a positive 
atmosphere.
   “He brings a positive energy that makes ev-
eryone strive to become a better player,” Nathan 
said.
   Druthchas also sees his sense of humor being a 
key role into the team’s success.
   “He has amazing leadership abilities,” Drutchas 
said. “He also brings a good personality with a 
sense of humor to the course.”
   Wilhelm’s favorite parts of the game of golf are 
the desire to win and to drive the ball as far as pos-
sible. These two things motivate Wilhelm to bring 
his “A” game to the golf course every day.   
   “The feeling of winning and being able to hit 
the ball further than everyone else is exhilarating,” 
Wilhelm said.
   This summer JC plans on playing in the Michi-
gan Junior Amateur and many other national tour-
naments to better his golf game. He has received 
a letter from Air Force showing much interest, so 
his goal of playing Division one golf seems very 
bright.
   Nathan not only sees a college golf career, he 
also sees a green jacket in Wilhelm’s future.
   “He’ll be wearing that green jacket,” Nathan 
said. “I’ll be watching and there will be JC Wil-
helm with a one shot lead on the 18th hole at Au-
gusta.”

Seaholm Junior JC Wilhelm is one of the school’s best golfers, but is also highly regarded as a team leader.  
                Photo By: Celia Nelson

Born To Win: Seaholm Junior JC Wilhelm Leads 
Seaholm’s Golf  Team On and Off  The Course
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Track Team Looks to 
Finish Season on a 
Strong Note

   The Seaholm Track team is rounding the final bend and 
heading in to the finish as their 2009 spring season comes 
to a close.
   With a strong record going into the division meet on May 
8, they were 5-1 only losing to North Farmington.
   “I had high expectations going into the league meet, but 
that was tainted almost immediately,” senior Ryan Schloff 
said.
   They boys team went in and had a disappointing finish of 
7th place, while the girls finished strong with a 2nd place 
finish.
   “We were good, the boys let us down as a team, but we 
(girls) did very well and I was proud,” senior Sydne Hudson 
said.
   Described as being the more colorful part of the team, the 
boys throwing team was led by Coach Amb Beaver. Where 
they have strong throwers such as Hunter Bartosik, Andy 
Mcdermott, and Mitchell Kaufman.
   “I love Amb Beaver.  She’s a great coach and I’ve im-
proved so much this year,” junior Nick Cromie said.
   At the Regional’s meet on May 15, Seaholm performed 
strong with both boys and girls finishing in fifth place out 
of 16.
   From the Boys team, seniors Andy McDermott, Stephen 
Burke, and Will Kane qualified themselves for competition 
at the State championships.
   “I’m happy I made states and proud of my performance, I 
thought I had the discus in the bag, but this kid from country 
day came out of nowhere and beat me, they took our jobs!,” 
senior Andy McDermott said.
   In the 800m race, Will Kane, who was recovering from 
a knee injury, took an impressive win, with a meet record 
time of 1:58:72. 
   The Girls performed equally as well by taking a strong 
victory in the 1600m relay setting another meet record. State 
qualifiers include sophomore Rachel Redmond in the 110m 
hurdles and senior Lauren Nichols in the 400m dash.
   “Overall this year went alright, I mean every aspect of our 
team was well and we had our strong points. But I think 
overall as a team, we could have done better, we just need 
sprinters, we don’t have enough. But effort was definitely 
not a problem, nor was heart, we had plenty of each, I have 
very high hopes for next year,” Coach Jeff Devantier said.
   The Track team then travels to Farmington High school 
for the Oakland County meet on May 22 where Devantier 
is looking to win the meet and is well in the realm of doing 
so.
   “After our strong performance at Regional’s I am confi-
dent for the county meet. So far, Farmington has been our 
closest opponent, and our only loss, if we can beat them, 
we very easily can win the Oakland county meet,” added 
Devantier.   
   On May 30, the team is going to the State Championships 
in Zeeland where the team is eager for the victory.
   “This season would be great if we ended on the note of 
State Champions, I’ve had a really great year and think it 
would cap it off with the State victory, the year went by so 
fast, I had a lot of fun,” senior Mitchell Kaufman said.

Dan Porcerelli
Deputy Sports Editor
Dporcerelli@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Will Kane practices  for the 800 meter race.  Kane was expected to 
set the school record, which has stood for over 71 seasons, however a knee 
injury may derail his chances.
	 	 	 	 	 Photo	By:	Celia	Nelson

The Ultimate Challenge: Senior Will Kane Looks to 
Break One of Seaholm’s Oldest Track Records

   The girl’s tennis team qualified for the MHSAA State Finals 
in Kalamazoo on Thursday, despite falling two points short of 
their team goal of winning the tournament.
   The Maple girls started the day strong, winning first round 
matches across the board, as well as having seven of eight 
flights compete in the championship round.
   While Seaholm coach Keith Bernacki’s team seemed to be 
in the driver’s seat, only the #1 doubles team of Senior Chelsea 
Donlin and Junior Kaitlyn Miller were able to chalk up a first 
place finish with a thrilling third set victory over Marian, that 
involved a tiebreaker at 6-all in the third to decide the match.
   “It definitely makes me want to focus even more when we are 
playing Marian,” said Donlin. “I mean they are a big rival for 
us, and I just really don’t like losing to Marian. We were kind 
of the underdog against them, and, like coach was saying, we 
wanted to prove them wrong.”
   Those six points left on the table, which included three nerve-
racking  three-set matches at #2, #3, and #4 doubles were costly 
in the end, as their 24 team points were edged by the Mustangs 
from Marian, who racked up 26.
   “I would have liked to see us win more of those final match-
es, but everybody did their best,” said Donlin. “A lot of those 
matches went to three-sets, so we gave a really good effort as a 
team and almost beat them.”`
   While the day didn’t end how the team would have hoped, 
there were definitely some positives from the tournament, in-

cluding a qualifying spot for the State finals as well as a higher 
finish than their cross-town rival, Groves.
   “I think we are playing our best tennis as a team heading into 
States,” said Donlin. “I feel like we didn’t play that well at the 
beginning, but we are peaking. I think we’re going to improve 
from last year when we finished fourth.”
   At the State Finals, Bernacki’s team will have their work cut 
out for them.
   “I don’t think it is going to be tough to get seeds at a lot of 
different flights,” said Bernacki. “I mean, we had some early-
season losses to 
teams from our 
side of the state, so 
that will be differ-
ent from last year 
in that we don’t 
really know what 
type of draw we 
are going to get.”
   Despite some 
uncertainty as to 
how the matchups 
will fall, this team 
is poised to make a 
run in Kalamazoo, 
and is finding its 
stride at just the 
right time.
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Girls Tennis Qualifies for MHSAA State Finals

Freshman Annie Greir serves the ball in the 
Regional championship.  
	 	 								Photo	By:	Lindsay	Boeckl

Assistant Coach Paul Young talks to 
Freshmen Annie Grier and Chanel 
Leyva durring varsity tennis region-
als. Photo	By:	Lindsay	Boeckl

   The 800 meter race.
   Completed in 1 minute, 54 seconds, and 7 hundredths of a 
second in 1938 and 1982 by Quentin Brelsford and Treg Scott 
respectively. It’s a Seaholm High School Track and Field record 
that has stood for the test of time.  71 graduation classes have 
passed through the halls of Seaholm High School and nobody 
has been able to surpass it. Senior Will Kane was on a quest to 
become the first, until an injury put that dream aside temporar-
ily.
   Kane injured his knee, which put a slight halt to his track and 
field career.
   “It’s unfortunate,” Kane said. “I was looking forward to run-
ning and competing for the entire season.”
   According to several of his teammates, Kane was complain-
ing of knee pain during a race in mid-April. Instead of taking the 
race off or seeking immediate medical advice, Kane did what 
he knows best. He ran.
   It was during the 200 meter race where the finishing blows 
were inflicted.
   He was advised not to test the knee during any races, because 
the damage would surely compound with each and every stride 
forward.
   He, however, isn’t the only person showing disappointment 
at the sudden impairment. His teammates consider him some-
thing of a leader.
   “It’s great to have such a good runner on the team,” senior 
Matthew Leon said. “When you see how hard he works, you 

don’t want to cheat your own self by taking 
shortcuts or going half-speed.”
   Other teammates concur.
   “He runs like an animal,” junior Hunter 
Bartosik said. “I hope he comes back soon.”
   With the time off, Kane certainly isn’t ex-
empt from putting forth effort. This isn’t ex-
actly a break for him.
   Kane is the student President of the Na-
tional Honor Society at Seaholm and will be 
attending the University of Michigan in the 
fall semester.  To say he’s the model student-
athlete is an understatement.
   “It can be tough to balance the time,” Kane 
said. “It can get a little stressful, but I think 
I’ve done a good job.”
   His unwavering commitment to education, 
amidst a promising track run at Seaholm, 
has more than earned him the respect of his 
peers.
   “Will Kane’s the man,” senior Tommy 
Stacy said. “Nothing else needs to be said.”
   Kane, who had missed the past few meets, 
returns on Friday, May 8th at the OAA 
League Meet. He was given the okay by his 
doctor to get back in the mix of things.
   “I’m really excited to be back,” Kane said. 
“But I’ll only be running one event because I 
don’t want to work it too hard, too soon.”
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Girls Water Polo Falls in First 
Round of Regional Playoffs

   June is nearing, which means two things for the 
Seaholm baseball team: Higher temperatures and 
higher stakes.
   The baseball team, who is currently ranked #8 
in Oakland County, is 12-0 in conference play and 
clinched a championship in the OAA South divi-
sion, sitting atop the conference with a three game 
lead and only one more game to go.
   With one title locked up, Coach Don Watchows-
ki’s team has no time to rest on their laurels as they 
open MHSAA tournament play on May 26th at 
Southfield Lathrup high school.
   Three games will be the magic number if this 
team, led by ace pitcher Tyler Haggerson, wants 
to move on to regional play and become the first 
Maple squad to win a district title in 9 years.
   In game one, the team will need to get past a 5-5 
Lathrup team that beat Seaholm and  ended their 
season a year ago, leaving last year’s seniors with 
an unexpected and heartbreaking end to their high 
school baseball careers.
   This team will be hungry for some payback, and 
I don’t envision Lathrup knocking out Seaholm 
for the second year in a row.
   If the Maple’s move on, they will face a West 
Bloomfield team that has struggled throughout 
the season, holding a 5-10(3-6) record and are 
currently ranked seventh in the OAA South.
   Once again, the Maples will be favored to ad-
vance, but this is where things get tough.
   If this team makes it to the District Final, Brother 
Rice will await them.
   The defending state-champion Warriors are led 
by Matt Conway, who was recently named the 
Michigan High School Athlete of the Year at The 
Dodge National Athletic Awards ceremony.
   Currently ranked first in Oakland County, Coach 
Bob Riker’s team will be a difficult team to beat, 
but looking past a Maple team that is hungry and 
playing well could end up disasterous.  But for 
Seaholm, this could be the biggest baseball win 
in nearly a decade.
   It’s a safe bet to say that, in a title game, both 
teams will pitch their ace: That means Conway 
for Rice, and Haggerson for Seaholm.
   In a one loss format, anything can happen, and I 
would project a low-scoring championship game 
if these teams meet.
   One thing is for sure though , all the pressure 
would be on Rice.
   Bottom line: The longer the game stays close, 
the more I would pick the Maples in this one. If 
this team can make the Warriors start to feel some 
heat in the late innings, then it is conceivable that 
this team could shock the State and crack the de-
fending State Champions form Brother Rice. 
   This team has a chance to knock off a giant. And 
make history.

Foreman’s Corner
Title Push

David Foreman
Sports Columnist
Dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm’s long journey to the regional tourna-
ment and dreams of making the state tournament 
came to an end last Friday as when they lost to 
Ann Arbor Huron 5-0 in the first round of the re-
gional tournament. 
   “Against Huron I feel we played our best game 
of the year,” Coach Riddle said. “Although we 
came out on the short end of the stick, we played 
our best and forced them to play their best as 
well.”  
   “Huron was the number one ranked team in the 
state,” junior Franny Gagnier said. “Coaches from 
other teams came up to us and congratulated us on 
how well we played, even though we lost.”
   To make it to the state tournament, the Maples 
needed to win on Friday, but their season did not 
end there.  They played in the losers bracket of the 
regional where they lost to Groves 4-6 and then 
to Troy 3-4.  
   Although the Maples did not do as well as they 
hoped in the regional tournament two Seaholm 
athletes, junior Sam Krawczak and senior Molly 

Stacey, were given All-Region honors. 
   “Sam and Molly played well and earned All-Re-
gion Honorable Mention, but they were just do-

ing what I asked out of everyone all season which 
was to help contribute to the team,” Riddle said. 
“This is not an individual sport, and the word team 
comes first, but they played very well and I am 
proud of them for their achievements.”
   The Maples qualified for regionals by beating 
Grand Blanc in their first game of the League 
Tournament which they won 9-5 last Friday at 
Saline High School.  
   “We played great against Grand Blanc at dis-
tricts,” Riddle said.  “I was confident that we 
would win and confident that my players were 
ready.”
   The team was very nervous about the game after 
losing to them 9-8 just days before.
   “We didn’t play as well as we knew we could the 
first time,” junior defender Franny Gagnier said, 
“but we focused and worked well as a team which 
got us the win.”
   After the Maples beat Grand Blanc they had a 
guaranteed spot in the regional tournament, but 
they still had to play well in the league tournament 

to have momentum leading up to the regional 
game.  Seaholm’s seed in the regional tournament 
was determined based on the number of games 
won at leagues.
   “We were so happy that we were going to re-
gionals that we lost focus of winning the league,” 
Gagnier said.
   The Maples lost their next two games in the 
District Tournament, Okemos 1-10, and Troy 4-7.  
This gave them the low seed at regionals, which 
meant they had to play the number one team in 
the state in their first game of the regional tourna-
ment. 
   “We played with heart and pride and didn’t back 
down,” senior captain Mallory Glazier said.  “We 
just couldn’t get a good offense going.”
   The Maples had many motivating factors that 
impacted their success this season, including host-
ing regionals
   “It would be a lot of fun to do well on our home 
turf,” Gagnier said.
   “It would be terrible to host regionals and not 
play in them,” Laporte said.
   The Maples were also motivated by last year’s 
disappointing loss to Groves in the District Tour-
nament. 
   “Last year was extremely disappointing,” 
Kaugher said, “but it turned the team around and 
we are better because of it.”
   Another key to the Maples success this year was 
the many changes they have made since last sea-
son.  
    “We’ve been coming together a lot more in the 
pool this year,” Glazier said.
   “We are more successful than last year because 
our team is closely knit, we understand what needs 
to be done and we work harder than any women’s 
polo team has at Seaholm,” coach Riddle said.
   The Maples also got a new head coach this year, 
David Riddle.
   “My senior class has had three coaches in the 
past four years,” Glazier said, “but he’s our favor-
ite by far, he really cares about the sport and he 
cares about us, he brings confidence to all of us.”
   They have also worked better as a team this 
year.
   “We’ve had a lot of problems the last couples 
years,” Stacey explains, “but we’ve gotten to be a 
much better team this year outside the pool” 
   The Maples have also changed their training 
techniques
   “Our workouts are pretty intense,” Glazier said, 
“we swim in sweatpants and shoes, and some-
times with weight belts.”
   “We’ve been working on new plays, passing, 
and different shots,” Stacey adds.
   The Maples are also in great shape for next sea-
son, only graduating three seniors this year.
    “We’re a really young team,” Glazier said.  
“They are going to have a lot of talent next year.”

Zach Hill
Staff Writer
Zhill@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior Calley Murphy looks to advance the ball past her defender in a game 
on  April 23rd against Groves.   Photo By: Lindsay Boeckl

   “Most teams have breaks in between the hardest 
parts of practice, but we don’t,” said junior Katy 
Kaugher. “Every second of practice makes you 
push yourself to the limit.”
   Every day after school, dedicated sports teams 
are testing their limits on the field and in the pool. 
These rigorous practice regimens are known to be 
true for many sports, but a select few can be clas-
sified as extreme.
   Whenever the girls on the Women’s Water Polo 
team step foot on the pool deck, they know they 
are in for a rough practice, every time. Juniors 
Lindsey Laporte and Katy Kaugher experience 
this intensity first hand.
   “All water sports are hard,” said Laporte. “We 
practice five days a week for three hours, and have 
tournaments almost every Friday and Saturday.”
   The coach of the girls Water Polo team, David 
Riddle, has a similar view of the underestimated 
intensity of the sport.
   “I would rate water polo practice as one of the 
hardest practices in any high school sport,” said 
Riddle.  “Many don’t realize that water polo play-
ers are constantly treading water, swimming, and 
using physical contact every single day. I think it 
is the most underrated sport because people don’t 
realize how hard these girls actually work.”
   “I think the main reason it’s so difficult is be-
cause we swim in sweatpants and tennis shoes,” 
said Laporte. “We have to swim to the bottom of 
the pool in all that gear and bring up benches that 
were thrown into the pool.” 
   “It seriously takes all of the energy and oxygen 
you have to make it to the bottom and swim all the 
way up with the benches,” said Kaugher. “It really 
makes us work as a team.”
   Even though these difficult practice routines 

Practice Makes for Perfect Agony
Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

may seem too hard to handle, Coach Riddle has 
a different, more positive view.
   “The practices probably do tire the girls out, as 
it should,” said Riddle. “We work hard to achieve 
our goals and in order to get there, they need to 
work hard every day, even if they are tired. They 
all know that their hard work will pay off in the 
end, so I think it drives them to become better 
players.”
   The women’s la-
crosse team seems 
to play in rain or 
shine, snow or sleet. 
No matter how bad 
the weather, the de-
voted girls are on 
the field improving 
their already flaw-
less game.
   “Unless it’s light-
ning, we have never 
cancelled a prac-
tice,” said senior 
Andrea Mahem. 
“I’ve played in a 
snowstorm before. 
When school was 
cancelled, we still 
had practice.”
   “When there is 
bad weather, we 
have to wear hoods 
to protect our faces,” said junior Sarah Norris.
   The fact that this focused team plays no matter 
what the weather can explain their strong players 
and winning seasons.
   “Our coach, Jen, always has a specific schedule 
for each day, so that can’t be affected by cancelling 
practices. This helps us to do well,” said Norris.
   Every spring, the girls on Maple Motion dance 
their way to the national championship in Orlan-

do, Florida. How they get to that point each year 
depends on the motivation of the team and some 
especially challenging work.
   “I think we work the hardest the last week before 
nationals,” said junior Allison Mullen. 
   For the dance team, every practice is a part of the 
struggle for the continuous success they receive at 
competitions.

   “My sophomore year we had a practice over 
February break when we had to do all three of our 
dances twice and then had to do 100 kicks after 
every dance with no time to rest,” said senior Ra-
chel Galante.
   “I realize how our hard practices pay off when 
we walk off the floor [at nationals]. It’s really 
worth it to see how far we’ve come due to work-
ing so hard,” said Mullen.

Seaholm’s sports team endure intense practices to reach their goals

One can often find the girls water polo team practicing in sweatpants and 
sweatshirts as well as tennis shoes.  This is just one of the many extreme 
methods that Seaholm teams use to prepare to face their competition.
    Photo By :  Lindsay Boeckl

Sports Briefs
Varsity Softball
Record- 10-10
Top Players- Paige Young, Mackenzie Hess, 
Katherine Sherbin
Last Game- Split with Farmington High school 
on 5/18/09, lost 2-0, won 4-3
Next Game- 5/20/09 @ Stoney Creek High 
School
Varsity Baseball
Record- 16-6
Top Players- Dan Meredith, Tyler Haggerson, 
Brian Bjerke
Last Game- 5/15/09 against West Bloomfield, 
won 7-2
Next Game- 5/19/09 vs. Berkely
Girls Varsity Water Polo
Record- 3-6
Top Players- Sam Krawczak, Molly Stacy, 
Caroline Buck
Final Game- 5/16/09 against Troy, lost 4-3

Seaholm’s Academic All-Stars
Ryan Miner
Staff Writer
Rminer@seaholmhighlander.com

   When a person thinks ‘All-Star’, images of a 
clutch player hitting a three point shot at the buzz-
er might come into play or a linebacker making 
the game saving tackle might cross their mind.  
Seaholm Seniors Matt Block and Lizzie Grobbel 
starred in a different way.  They went above and 
beyond the call of duty; in the class room.
   While both achieving a 4.0 GPA, extraordinarily 
high test scores on both the ACT and SAT, and 
logging significant amounts of work in the com-
munity, it’s no surprise that they are finally being 
recognized for their academic ability.
   In this, the 24th year in which an Academic 
All-Star Team has been announced, a total of 23 
Metro Detroit students were named to the team 
while another 37 were runners-up.  The Principals 
committee that was making the selections was 
very happy with the amount of students they were 

able to name to the list.  
   “It’s a great honor”, said Grobbel.  “It was a 
pleasant surprise for both me and my parents.”
   Grobbel, who plans to study environmental sci-
ence at The University Of Michigan, made the 
squad of 23.  Block, who is headed down south to 
Duke this fall, was right in the mix being named 
to the runner-up team.  For Block this also came 
as a pleasant surprise.
   “There are so many students in Metro-Detroit”, 
said Block.  “And for me to be named to the top 
60 kids is truly unlike anything I’ve been a part 
of.”
   It’s hard to argue that these two brilliant people 
are going in positive directions.  Not only are they 
fantastic in the classroom but also outside of it.  
Grobbel stars on the girls Varsity Soccer team and 
Block has been in the Seaholm band, playing per-
cussion, for all four years at Seaholm.  
   “This whole thing has been just a great way to 
cap off senior year”, said Grobbel. 

Boys Varsity Lax
Record- 5-13
Top Players- Tommy Stacy, Brent Prior, Scott 
Drummond
Last Game- 5/16/09 @ Shadyside Academy, 
won 5-2
Next Game- vs. Plymouth on 5/20/09
Girls Varsity Soccer
Record- 6-5-4
Top Players- Sara Seiler, Haley Silver, Samantha 
Mee
Last Game- @Farmington 
Next Game- vs. Plymouth on 5/20/09
Girls Varsity Lax
Record- 10-4-1
Top Players- Zoe Smith, Nancy Miner, Brooke 
Macgregor
Last Game- 5/18/09 against Farmington Hills, 
won 15-5
Next Game- vs. Okemos on 5/20/09
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