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   Change. 
    It has the power to affect 
all of us. Yet, it’s not everyday 
that you wonder how it ap-
plies to high school.  The 21st 
century has signaled a change 
in modern society, and simi-
larly has helped in reshaping 
Seaholm. 
   Many of Seaholm’s changes 
are in plain sight.     Class of 
1982 alumni Julie Wells sees 
a lot of changes in the school’s 
building.       “Some parts of 
the building look the same to 
me. They look the same and 
feel the same,” Wells said. 
“But like, by the pool, that’s 
brand new.”     Aaron Frank, 
Seaholm’s current athletic 
director since 1998, began his 
Seaholm career with coaching 
in 1990. Frank notices change 
with the school’s athletic 
amenities.     “The facility was 
totally different, we had a 
very old styled gym; it kind of 
had one full court, with these 
small shelves,” Frank said. 
“We had an old, small pool, a 
very small weight room, and 
grass field, which was unus-
able in many cases because 
of rain.”    Wells also notes 
that technology has rapidly 
changed since her time in 
Seaholm, including increased 

computers and the CAD 
lab.     “We didn’t have the 
computer labs you have now,” 
Wells said.     Frank agrees.     
“When I was coaching here, 
Dick Rosenthal [then Athletic 
Director] had no cellphone, 
we did not have voicemail at 
the school, and we did not 
have email at the school,” 
Frank said. “So if a parent had 
a concern, a coach needed 
something, a booster needed 

something, they would work 
on those issues during the 
school day.”                                                                                                   
   Other changes at Seaholm 
go beyond appearances.     
Spanish teacher January 
Hladki graduated in 1998 
from Seaholm. Hladki notices 
the change in the schedule.     
“When I was a student, we 
made a changeover from a 
seven period day, to a block 
schedule, and it was semes-
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ters, Hladki said. “So every-
thing was completely different 
in terms of its organization.” 
Based on her teaching experi-
ences in Connecticut, with 
the block schedule in place, 
Hladki regards the schedule 
as being interesting, due to 
its orientation.     “It’s like 
you’re teaching two lessons in 
one class period, because you 
don’t see kids in between, so 
it was kind of an every other 

day thing,” Hladki said. “On 
Fridays, you had a shortened 
version of every single class 
to kind of make sure you 
had a little recap.”     Hladki 
regards Seaholm’s transition 
from its initial block sched-
uling to trimesters as being 
intense.      “The trimester 
is intense,” she said. “The 
trimester takes the same 
amount of curriculum and 
puts it in 12 weeks of time 

instead of 20 weeks.”   
    However, Hladki believes 
the trimester’s ability to give 
students more options is 
beneficial.      “I think it’s nice 
that at Seaholm different kids 
with different strengths can 
find their pockets for suc-
cess,” Hladki said.     Wells 
associates Seaholm’s new 
system with an increase 
in academic competition.     
“[There was] way less pres-
sure [then],” Wells said. “No 
doubt about it.”
 Change has additionally af-
fected Seaholm sports.     Ac-
cording to Athletic Depart-
ment Contest Leader Ron 
Notarainni, 23 years ago 
students were less aware of 
the game.     “When I first 
started [freshman boys’ and 
girls’ soccer coach], boys and 
girls didn’t know anything 
about soccer,” Notarainni 
said. “They didn’t know any-
thing, they didn’t have any 
training or any coaching…so 
I had to start from scratch.”    
Notarainni notes that now 
Seaholm athletes come into 
high school sports having 
prior background knowledge, 
and training, often special-
izing in one sport.    Frank 
sees approximately 60 teams 
playing every single year—an 
increase in athlete participa-
tion and teams.     “It’s [the 
number of athletes] been 
consistently growing since my 
time here,” he said. “When 
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   Principal Dee Barash is taking the As-
sistant Superintendent for Instructional 
Services position in Northville Schools.
   Barash has been Principal at elementary, 
middle, and high school levels and is excited 
to see more of the process.
   “I’m looking forward to getting to see the 
whole spectrum of education and I really 
love curriculum and instruction, and it’s all 
I’ll be doing,” Barash said.
   Another perk of her new job the specific 
area she’ll be working on because it gives 
her a smaller part to focus on, but a greater 
ability to go in-depth.
    “I’ll be in buildings and in classrooms and 
working with teachers and administrators,” 
Barash said. “I’ll be looking at curriculum 
and how they deliver it.”
   After Barash announced her resignation, 
the process to find a new Principal began.

   “The district has a process in place, and it 
has already begun,” Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer said.
   According to Boyer, the process is a com-
plicated one, 
as the new 
principal 
must fit 
in well with 
students, 
community 
members, 
parents, 
teachers, and 
administra-
tion.
   “It’s a 
process to 
identify 
who is the 
best fit for 
all of those groups.”
   It started by Seaholm taking applications 

and having an initial committee paper screen 
them. Then on May 22, there will be the 
second round. The candidates will answer the 
same set of questions, given to them by anoth-

er commit-
tee which 
should take 
around 30 

minutes.
   On May 
28, a larger 
committee 
will ask the 
remaining 
applicants a 
series of in-
dividualized 
questions.          

Then on 
June 4, the 
new part of 

the process, known as Forums, will be held. 
The two forums will be for community mem-

bers, such as parents and students, and the 
other will be for teachers and administrators.
   “[The point is] to see how this person inter-
acts with the community and the other school 
building people,” Boyer said.
   Superintendent Daniel Nerad and Assistant 
Superintendent Paul DiAngeles will make the 
final decision.
   “My expectation is once those forums are 
complete and the Assistant Superintendent & 
Superintendent make their final decision, it 
will probably be finalized at that board meet-
ing on June 10,” Boyer said.
   Even though Barash is excited about her 
new job, there are things about being a Princi-
pal she will miss.
   “[I’ll miss most] the direct interaction 
with the students, because I won’t have that 
anymore. I will only be dealing with adults,” 
Barash said. “So I’ll miss being able to see all 
of the students in the halls and all the things 
that make school, school.”

“I’m looking forward to getting 
to see the whole spectrum of 
education and I really love 

curriculum and instruction, and 
it’s all I’ll be doing.”

- Dee Barash

Barash	Accepts	New	Position
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2014 was a year full of unexpected setbacks- inclement weather, an attempted armed robbery, and faulty plumbling- resulting in nine total cancellations thoughout the winter. 
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   The Flex Program is prepar-
ing for a big change in the 
upcoming school year as they 
switch back into one session.
   The Flex Program originally 
split into two sections for the 
2012-2013. This decision was 
made to manage the student 
to teacher ratio and to give 
students more flexible sched-
ules.
   Many changes came into 
affect with the split, which 
made it harder to maintain 
Flex’s sense of community. 
According to Flex teacher 
Robin Moten, that is one of 
the core aspects to the pro-
gram.
   “We like to talk about being 
a community of learners,” 
Moten said.
   Much of the discussions 
and experiences were differ-
ent for the morning and the 
afternoon sessions, and that 
made it hard to have a cohe-
sion between the two. That is 
one of the things sophomore 
Eric Ruthruff is most looking 
forward to.
   “We will all have the same 
experiences,” Ruthruff said. 
“On occasions the AM team 
has gotten different speakers 
than the PM team and that 
won’t happen anymore.”
   The fondly titled “One Flex”, 
is what most of the students 
and the team wanted.
   “A lot of our students, and 
the teachers, really wanted to 
go back to one section,” Mo-
ten said. “We thought it was 
better for the program.”
   For the underclassmen, 
it will be something new to 
experience.
   “I have only ever heard good 
things about One Flex so yes 
I am looking forward to it,” 
Ruthruff said. “I think the 
main reason that it sounds so 
appealing is the thought of a 
closer knit team.”
   Junior Cate Goldman expe-
rienced One Flex as a fresh-
man, during the 2011-2012 
school year, and said she 
prefers it to two sections.
   “I will know be able to truly 
know everyone. My favorite 
aspect of Flex is the strength 
of its community,” Goldman 
said. “With One Flex it will 
be a lot more cohesive and 
everyone will be able to form 
stronger and closer relation-
ships.”
   The Program has around 
150 students enrolled next 
year, which is what allowed 
the program to go back to the 
original model. 
   There were some things 
about the split that appealed 
to students.
   “I liked that the rooms were 
never too crowded in split 
Flex,” Ruthruff said. “Also 
I felt as if I met tons of new 
people every trimester and 
got to hear them share their 
ideas.”
   Others will miss certain 
aspects of the both sessions.
   “I will miss the teachers 
saying ‘Well AM is a lot better 
than you guys’ or vice versa,” 
Goldman said. “I always 
thought that was pretty 
funny.”
   In addition to recombining, 
the Flex Program will be add-
ing another teacher.
   Matthew Szalkowski, who 
was Ms. Olsen’s maternity 
sub in 2011, is the newest ad-
dition to the Flex Team.
   “I’m looking forward to 
everything,” Szalkowski said. 
“Flex is the program I’ve been 
trying to get in to, I’ve been 
actively pursuing Flex since 
I heard about it. It’s just a 
phenomenal opportunity to 
learn and do great things for 
the community.”
   Flex was started in 1964, so 
the Program’s 50 Year Anni-
versary is this upcoming year. 
That makes the team and the 
students even more excited 
for the 2014-2015 school year.
   “There’s a certain feel, a 
certain dynamic, to being 
together and experiencing 
everything together,” Moten 
said. “We really are back to 
being a community.”

Additional Reporting by 
McKenna Ross

Changes 
to the Flex 
Program
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awards The Highlander Wins A Spartan Award

The Highlander Staff Poses outside of Seaholm. From Left to Right
Front Row: Luke Sperling, McKenna Ross, Esther Seawell, Kendall Hitch, Monisha 
Gowda, Kelly Martinek, Meghan Flynn, Adam Klepp
Back Row: Julia Wright, Tessa Banks, Charlotte Hoppen, Reed Powers

Highlander Wins Big!

Seniors Celebrate the End of the Year
   As graduation draws nearer, 
seniors can celebrate the 
end to their four years with 
numerous events exclusively 
for them.
   Main senior events include 
Senior Awards on May 15, 
Senior Breakfast on May 20, 
Senior Dinner on May 22, and 
the All Night Party on June 1. 
   Assistant Principal Debra 
Boyer planned both the 
breakfast and dinner. Accord-
ing to her, they each serve a 
different purpose.
   “The breakfast serves as a 
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final business meeting,” Boyer 
said.
   During the breakfast, 
seniors get instructions for 
sending and finalizing their 
transcripts, pick the faculty 
speaker for graduation, and 
take the class picture. 
   The dinner’s purpose is 
more lighthearted.
   “It’s their final opportunity 
to get together as a class, just 
them,” Boyer said.
   The events are optional 
and paid for by the students. 
Boyer estimates 280 seniors 
will attend each of the events.
   The All Night Party, held 
the night after graduation at 

Derby Middle School, is set 
up by the PTSA. Reservation 
Chair Diane Gasper approxi-
mates 260 seniors will go. 
   The party starts at 10 P.M 
and ends at 3 A.M. It consists 
of games, entertainment, 
prizes, and more. 
   According to Gasper, the 
annual event is important be-
cause it gives seniors a chance 
to celebrate in a safe way.
   “It provides an opportu-
nity for seniors to celebrate 
graduation together in a safe, 
substance-free environment,” 
Gasper said.  
   Senior Kendall Spina is 
looking forward to the up-

coming gatherings. 
   “I think it’s a fun time to 
come together at the end of 
the year,” Spina said. “We 
aren’t necessarily all friends 
but it’s super nice to have 
another chance to, kind of like 
Field Day, all come together 
to show how proud we are of 
being One Maple.”
   Spina is attending all of 
the events, even the Senior 
Awards ceremony. She re-
ceived President’s Education 
Award.
   While many students will be 
attending the events, there are 
some who chose not to go. Se-
nior Madi Apple is not plan-

ning on going to the All Night 
Party and Senior Dinner.
   “I’ve never been very in-
volved,” Apple said.
   But her main reason for 
not attending the party is her 
family and friends.
   “A lot of people are coming 
in for my graduation, and I 
want to hang out with them,” 
Apple said. “Not people I’ve 
been with for four years.”
   Yet, many seniors remain in 
high spirits toward the festivi-
ties.
   “I’m excited,” Spina said. 
“It’s like a field day just for 

us.”

On April 22, The Highlander drove up to East Lan-
sing for the Michigan Interscholastic Press Asso-
ciation’s (MIPA) annual Spring Conference. This 
year, The Highlander was honored with a Spartan 
Award. According to the MIPA website, the Spar-
tan is the highest award given to a whole paper. 
The Highlander has won in the past with Spartan’s 
from 2008-2009, 2009-2010, and 2011-2012. To 
be elgible for a Spartan, the paper must submit 
three whole issues from February 2013- Febru-
ary 2014. Out of the 60+ schols that attended the 
Spring Conference, the Highlander was one of the 
ten schools that won a Spartan.

Top Left: Editor in Chief Kendall Hitch shows off the Spartan Award.
Bottom Left: Seniors Meghan Flynn, Kendall Hitch, and Esther Seawell 
pose with the Spartan.
Right: Juniors Kelly Martinek and McKenna Ross and Seniors Esther Sea-
well and Kendall Hitch take a picture with their individual awards.

Esther Seawell
News Editor
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Seaholm Award Winners

2013-2014
Outstanding Science Award 
Russell Ladd
Erin Jacobs

Joseph Ponczocha Award (Mathematics)
Russell Ladd
Ian O’Rourke

Honors in Mathematics 
Brooke Callaghan
Emily Dixon
Karl Marback
Caroline Stacey

Excellence in Mathematics 
Eleni Barr
Jonathan Greenberger
Jennifer Kendall
Mengyu Liu
Jacob Lutz
Rachel Mucha
Corin Murphy
Olivia Raymond 
Sarah Skender
Emma Yanakiev

Keith Bernacki Award 
Erin Jacobs
Thomas McLeod

The Kelly Muzzi Award of Excel-
lence 
Carly Taub

Austen Sheer

Creative Writing Award 
Paige Korner
Levi Harris

Excellence in Yearbook
Anastasia Monroe
Allison Davis

Excellence in Literary Studies
Landon Krandall
Ryan Glavin

Art DelVero Excellence in World His-
tory
Josh Leitman

Michael O’Donnell (Historian) 
Caroline Stacey

Theodore Roosevelt (Government)
Nikita Dyatlov
Alex Voronovich

Eleanor Roosevelt Student Activist
Gibson Baltz
Melissa Shiner

Excellence in Study of Spanish Lan-
guage  
Cameron Flynn

Excellence in Study of French Language 
Brooke Wharton

Excellence in Study of Chinese Lan-
guage 
Paige Korner

Director’s Award for Choir 
Eliana Barwinski

Award for Excellence in Musical 
Theatre
Sara Kmiec

Orchestra Award
Tyra Thomas

Excellence in Art
Katrina Luikart
Chloe Hajjar
Sabrina Stein

Focus in Information Award
Russell Ladd
Ian O’ Rourke
Olivia Miller
Dan O’Neil
Marshall Kroske

Engineering Tech Student of the Year 
Olivia Miller
Zach Lapinski

MHSAA Scholar-Athlete Award 
Erin Jacobs
Rachel Mucha
Michael Levistsky
Leah Lavigne
Megan Lam
Thomas McLeod
Karl Marback

Jennifer Kendall
Eleni Barr
Andrew Barton
Kevin Jubera
Jonathan Greenberger

George Forester Jr Award 
Karl Marback
Labina Petrovska

Spirit Award 
Olivia Darany

Dr. Barbara Ducker-Chin Award 
Maria Callaghan

National Merit Finalists
Andrew Geller
Jonathan Greenberger
Kendall Hitch
Russell Ladd
Rachel Mucha
Ian O’Rourke

National Merit Scholars
Jonathan Greenberger
Russell Ladd
Rachel Mucha

Seaholm Community Service Scholar-
ship
Kendall Hitch

President’s Volunteer Service Award 
Arden Aiello
Eliana Barwinski
Hannah Haley
Kendall Hitch
Ian O’ Rourke

Marc Joslyn Award 
Casey Board

Eliana Barwinski

SOS – Above and Beyond 
Ali Stano
Leah Lavigne

National Honor Society Scholarship 
Chris Breeden
Ian O’Rourke
Leah Levigne
Eliana Barwinski

Collin Trask Award  
Arielle Walters

Birmingham SCHOLAR Award
Lauren Nummer
Labina Petrovska
William Presser
Nikita Dyatlov
Noah Gaber
Melissa Shiner
Brooke Wharton
Alex Sitner

Brightest and Best Award
Erin Jacobs

Detroit News Catch Awards
Russell Ladd
Karl Marback

Observer and Eccentric Media Academic 
All Star Team
Ian O’Rourke
Jonathan Greenberger

Evans Chick Caddie Scholarship
Megan Lam 

West Point Appointment
Alexander Voronovich

   Seaholm’s students, whether 
they are in school or out of 
school, are constantly con-
nected to one another. Twitter 
allows them to communicate 
at all hours of the day, with 
the ability to communicate 
with everyone. This constant 
connection, never ending 
stream of information creates 
major issues within Seaholm’s 
student body.
   Many teenagers naturally 
want to matter. They want 
people to care about them, 
and what they have to say. 
According to the Associated 
Press, more teens are migrat-
ing from Facebook to Twitter 
due to a smaller adult popula-
tion. This makes Twitter the 
ideal place for teens to attract 
the attention they want. 
   Whether it’s an attention-
seeking picture, a twitter 
fight, or a subtweet, teens 
want people to know what is 
going on in their lives at all 
time.
   Some students first signed 
up for twitter to join in on the 
new craze.
   “Everyone had one and I felt 
as if I was missing out,” junior 
Kara McInerney said.
   Many students reported 
this feeling of ‘missing out’. 
Friends would show up to 
school and talk about the 
latest twitter drama and they 

Twitter’s Impact on Seaholm
would feel excluded.
   When students build their 
online profile, some try to 
represent themselves as they 
think they are in real life. Mc-
Inerney believes her twitter 
represents who she is.
   “I think I’m funny, and I 
think my tweets are funny, so 
I’m not fake,” McInerney said.
   Freshman Max Joelson 
agrees with McInerney’s per-
spective.
   “[I’m a] wild guy, and my 
twitter is pretty crazy too,” 
Joelson said.
   Others, such as sophomore 
Emmett Kowalski, think that 
social media cannot com-
pletely capture a person.
   “It’s impossible to have a 
Twitter that’s one-hundred 
percent who you are,” Kow-
alski said. “Anything done 
behind a screen isn’t real.”
   One of the main reasons 
some teens are attracted 
to Twitter is the feeling of 
popularity. When someone 
tweets, and receives a favorite 
or retweet, that person feels 
important.
   “It gives me a sense of popu-
larity,” Joelson said.
   Sophomore Mikel Silver-
man adds that favorites and 
retweets mean someone is 
paying attention to them.
   “People care about what I 
have to say,” Silverman said.
   Some say that the biggest 
negative of Twitter is the twit-
ter fights, arguments that are 

completely on the social me-
dia site. Generally, students 
dislike them, and think that 
they give the students partici-
pating a bad image.
   “If you get in Twitter fights 
frequently, people will begin 
to think you’re immature 
and that you create too much 
drama and conflicts,” Kowal-
ski says. 
   Others believe that because 
it is not face-to-face fighting, 
it isn’t that disrespectful.
   “[It’s] free entertainment,” 
Joelson said.
   Silverman, who has been in 
Twitter fights says she feels 
the need to defend herself.
   “I never start them,” Sil-
verman said. “People who I 
don’t know tweet at me mean 
things, and I need to stand up 
for myself.”
   If there are problems caused 
by twitter in society, who do 
people keep using it? Some 
students think it’s simply a 
form of entertainment.
   “It keeps me entertained,” 
McInerney said.
   Other students question 
their dedication to the app. 
   “Twitter is stupid,” Silver-
man said. “I don’t know why 
I use it.”
Twitter can be used for bad, 
but can be used for good as 
well. Use it right, and it will 
continue to be a fun way to 
connect with your friends.

Adam Klepp
Staff Writer
aklepp.shshighlander@gmail.com

   The little theatre will be buzzing at 7 pm on 
May 30th, opening night for Seaholm’s One 
Acts festival. 
   Now in its fifth year, the One Acts festival 
will feature seven short, one-act plays.  More 
than any other Seaholm theatre production 
throughout the year, One Acts relies heavily 
on the participation and leadership of stu-
dents.
   “It’s their vision, their direction,” One Acts 
staff sponsor Ben Briere said.
   The student-driven event especially empha-
sizes the leadership of seniors, 
who are given the opportunity 
to direct their own shows.
   “We have a ton of great 
shows and half are written 
by students,” senior Shane 
McPartlin said. “I got to have 
auditions, cast my own show, 
and direct a show I wrote.”
   One of the plays this year is 
“Big Flirt,” directed by senior 
Caitlin Deluca.
   “[DeLuca]’s is… about a girl 
who is in a relationship but 
flirts with everyone,” Junior 
Anna Tripp, one of the actors 
in “Big Flirt” said. “Her boy-
friend tries to show her what 
she is doing to prove that she’s 
a ‘big flirt.’”
   Tripp, who has also partici-

Fifth Annual One Acts Approaches

Photo By McKenna Ross
Sophomore Alex Pederson and junior Anna Tripp act out one 
of their scenes for Senior Caitlin Deluca’s One Act.

Photo By McKenna Ross 

Pederson’s Role is Austin. To prove to his girl-
friend what flirting is, Austin hits on Lauren, 
played by Tripp.

pated in three consecutive Seaholm musicals, 
is preparing for her second One Acts festival 
this year.  
   “One Acts is a great way to get to know really 
cool people who share similar interests and 
talents as you,” she said.
   Another one of the featured plays is “Oce-
anic Flight 846.”  Junior Amanda Najor, who 
will be acting in this play, has three years of 
musicals and one acts under her belt.
   “My one act is about a bunch of people on 
a plane, and comedy ensues when the plane 
starts to hit some rocky weather,” Najor said. 
   “Oceanic Flight 846,” is directed by seniors 
Cameron Flynn and Austen Sheer.

   McPartlin’s “Red Flags” is another high-
light of this year’s festival. McPartlin, who 
wrote and directed this show, is a three year 
veteran of One Acts and a four year senior in 
Seaholm’s spring musicals.
   “It’s about a guy who asks a girl on a date 
and a bunch of red flags are brought up on the 
date,” he said. “But you’ll just have to see it for 
yourself.’”
   These students and many more have been 
rehearsing for months and are prepared and 
eager to put on their shows, come May 30th 
and 31st.  
   The event’s five dollar admission is directly 
returned to the students who produce the 
shows.  The money benefits Seaholm’s Fall 
Play and International Thespian Society (ITS) 
troupe, and is used in part to put on next 
year’s festival and possibly to fund ITS com-
petitions next year.
   But attendance of the event means more 
than just fundraising, according to Briere.
   “You’d be supporting the seniors at a very 
emotional and sort of fantastic moment in 
their lives,” Briere said. “And to make that 
even more special by having a packed house 
would be great.”
   The variety offered by the One Acts festival 
provides a unique experience for the audience 
as well.
    “Even if you don’t care for one, they’re 
short, and you’re sure to enjoy some of the 
others!” McPartlin said.
   Najor agrees. 
   “If you come it’ll change your life forever,” 
Najor said. “And you’ll probably laugh a little 
too.”

Kelly Martinek
Editor In Chief of Web
kmartinek.shshighlander@gmail.com

To the right: the Seaholm state 
forensics team placed 7th in the 
state at the state compeititon 
May 2 and 3.

To the left: Seaholm 
forensics seniors; 
Noah Gaber, Alex Sit-
ner, Sabrina Gowda, 
Kendall Hitch, Sydney 
Alexander, Danny 
Ashcraft, and Annie 
Cohnen

To the left: Seaholm State 
fianlist. In order to become a 
state finalist, a student must 
be first through sixth in the 
state. 

Forensics Team Places Seventh in the State
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Whether you choose to get 
knock-offs or look for the 
originals, these babies will not 
only shade your eyes from the 
extremer summer sun rays, 
but will make you look like a 
boss.

This white crop top not only 
looks simple but is easy to 
find. For as low as $11, this 
could be yours for the sum-
mer!

Although these Apricot Slinky 
Self Tie Shorts are $75, these 
high-waisted shorts are the 
perfect color to complement 
any skin tone and go with a 
variety of colored tops.

A little height never killed 
anybody. Add these brown 
wedges to your look and kill 
the game!

Accessorize yourself as best as 
you can to make your state-
ment clear: You ain’t playin’ 
this summer!

A Hitch 
in It: 

Grads
Kendall Hitch 
Editor-In-Chief
Khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

Fashionable Spring Trends
RayBan Clubmasters-$205- 
Although these are on the 
expensive side, they are hip 
and in style. The blue lenses 
also make them a more sum-
mer style.

RVCA T-SHIRT-$25-This 
shirt is cool, and has a sum-
mer vibe. The palm tree and 
the wave make it a great sum-
mer wear.

CHUBBIEES SHORTS-$45- 
Short shorts for men are back 
in style back in style. These 
shorts have a good summer 
look, and can be paired with 
most shirts.

Radii Shoes-$55- These shoes 
have a floral design, making it 
great for summer. The bright 
and vibrant colors can make 
any outfit pop.
RayBan Clubmasters-$205- 
Although these are on the 
expensive side, they are hip 
and in style. The blue lenses 
also make them a more sum-
mer style

    As I sit in the front seat of 
my own car, palms sweaty and 
stomach grumbling, I glance 
down at my clock. It's half 
past five. I pull my hat farther 
down over my forehead and 
adjust my sunglasses. I've 
been waiting for what seems 
like days but only minutes at 
the exact same time. I knew 
what I had to do.  As it has 
been said time after time, this 
little game we play is not a 
game --but a lifestyle.
   There he was--calm, fidgety, 
yet unsuspecting of a fatal 
splash of cold distilled H20. I 
glance at my partner. "Drive", 
I mutter under my breath...I 
didn't have to speak twice. 
    Away we went. Looping 
through side streets and al-

ley ways, we stalked. To us 
there was no choice. Kill or be 
killed. 
   “Water Wars”, my friends, is 
not a game, nor a war. Water 
Wars is a lifestyle. 
When he stops at a light, we 
stop. When he drives, we 
drive. When he stops, we 
ambush.
   He takes a quick right and 
pulls into a store parking lot. 
My chest begins to swell and 
my heart begins to thump. I 
meticulously check my squirt 
gun. No leakage. My shoes 
are tied tight and my legs are 
ready to run. 
   His door opens. Thump. I 
adjust my hat. Thump. He 
emerges. Thump, thump. 
I wait. Thump, thump. He 
looks left; he looks right 
and begins to walk. Thump, 
thump, thump. I abruptly 
swing open the passenger 
door of my trail blazer and 

begin to run. Thump, thump, 
thump, thump. He begins to 
catch on and takes off towards 
the door, an established safe 
zone. Three squirts, one 
scream...one kill for Al-Spray-
da.
   This game we play; this 
game is not personal, only 
business.
   This is Water Wars.
   Now it’s been nearly a 
month since my team was 
eliminated from the competi-
tion, yet the war is still being 
waged. The final round of 
Water Wars is taking place 
this week and a lucky yet skill-
ful team will win a whopping 
fifteen hundred dollars to 
be split amongst the group. 
Senior semifinalist Jordan 
Gasper claims that 100% of 
his earnings would go straight 
to his favorite charity. "At 
this point, I'm doing it for the 
kids." Gasper remarks. When 

asked about his competi-
tion Gasper shakes his head, 
laughs, and walks away--bare-

ly muttering, "What competi-
tion?" 
   Look out for Seaholm's 2014 
Water Wars champs at the 
end of this week and remem-
ber to watch your back, you 
never know when you'll be 
caught in the crossfire of a 
couple of rogue streams.

“ Water Wars, my 
friends, is not a 

game, nor a war. 
Water wars is a 

lifestyle.”

Niko Bokos 
Staff Writer
Nbokos.shshgihlander@gmail.com

Water Wars Lifestyle 

   It’s that 
time of year 
again; senior 
breakfast, 
senior din-
ner, the all 
night party, 
and TONS 

OF GRAD PARTIES
   As the Facebook invites 
pour in, it’s easy to feel over-
whelmed as you try to figure 
out the who, what, where, and 
when of which grad parties 
you’re going to. 
   One of the biggest stress 
factors around this time 
seems to be finances. 
   People are caught up on 
whom to get a gift for and if 
not getting a gift means not 
going.
   So in the midst of all this 
madness, it’s important to 
remember why we’re having 
grad parties in the first place. 
   While the money and gifts 
are always a nice bonus, grad 
parties are one of, if not the 
last time, you’ll get to cel-
ebrate with your friends and 
family all in one place.
   That being said, don’t be 
sour if some forgets your 
twenty dollar check and don’t 
opt out of a grad party be-
cause you can’t afford it.
   With the way most parties 
go, your friend will probably 
be receiving tens, if not hun-
dreds of gifts.
   And while I’m not saying 
that you use that as an excuse 
to show up to every grad 
party empty handed, what I 
am saying is that if you really 
can’t make a gift work at the 
time, it will mean a lot more 
to your friend that you attend 
the party rather than staying 
home in your bed and watch-
ing Netflix. 
   If you think your presence 
won’t matter, that’s definitely 
a misconception. 
   Everyone wants to be sup-
ported and, after all, they 
invited you for a reason.
   All in all, don’t let the stress 
of grad party season ruin your 
last weeks with your class-
mates. 

Content and Graphic by Maame 
Boetemaa and Adam Klepp

   

The atmosphere was uncom-
fortable. I didn’t know these 
people. You’d expect a house 
party to spark some interest, 
yet here I was sitting arms-
length away from a group 
of teens, anxiously awaiting 
some form of interaction. 
   As expected, nothing. 
Just five quiet teenagers 
engrossed with their fancy, 
smart phones.
   I was shocked—each were 
nonstop refreshing, clicking, 
posting, observing Face-
book, then Twitter, then 
Instagram, then Snapchat. 
   I knew I shouldn’t have 
come. What did I expect, 
after all I didn’t own a smart 
phone at the time. I guess a 
little conversation was too 
much to expect. 
Social media. 
   While it’s already well 
established within society, 
nonetheless it continues to 
have a lasting effect. 
   Yet, as our modern gen-
eration continues to adapt 
to social media’s quirks, it’s 

purpose has been altered. 
   What good does virtual 
interaction hold, if it’s all 
virtual?
   The 21st century’s empha-
sis on advancing technology 
has led to a decrease in ver-
bal communication, and in 
turn placed an emphasis on 
online interaction—personi-
fying the online image. 
   That house party’s group 
of teens is a prime example. 
   While social media has 
proven to be a good time 
pass, 
and 
an 
inter-
esting 
meth-
od of 
inter-
action 
and 
dis-
covery with peers, its pur-
pose is being abused. 
   In addition to sharing and 
engaging with peers online, 
our generation is now using 
social media as a means to 
form judgment and opinion.
   Rather than reserving 
judgment for face-to-face 
conversation, we treat social 
networking sites as person-
alized tools meant to analyze 
people. 
   We’ve replaced the word 
talk with stalk. 
   To make up for the lack of 
conversation, we use social 
media to observe and view 
others’ postings, to try and 
gain a sense of understand-
ing.

   This process is flawed. 
   Truthfully, online social 
representation is inaccurate. 
You judge and observe, but 
on the basis of the user’s 
postings. Social media’s 
ability to literally “edit” and 
“delete” our personalities, 
is what has driven overzeal-
ous teens with portraying an 
“ideal image” of themselves. 
   In the process of trying to 
become socially acceptable, 
some of us are getting too 
carried away with creating 

post-
ings 
that 
we feel 
will 
get 
more 
likes, 
etc. 
rather 
than 

posting what we truly feel. 
   Frankly, it’s sad that the 
increasing emphasis put on 
social media has led to col-
leges viewing social media 
accounts to gain a sense of 
what type of person we are. 
   If we want to maintain 
the growing technological 
advancement, and preserve 
social media’s purpose, we 
need to reestablish itsplace-
ment in society. 
   Social media is meant to 
supplement conversation.
   Stop relying on the social 
media.
Let’s just talk, put down the 
phones. 

Monisha Gowda
Opinion Editor
mgowda.shshighlander@gmail.com
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“We’ve replaced 
the word talk with 

stalk.” 

- Monisha Gowda
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Do I 
Wanna 
Know?

  

Listen to 
Luke
   
   That’s right, 

it’s that kind 
of article. One 
of them super 
nerdy, “only 
90s kids will 
get this” col-
umns. Hop 
on your 
time ma-

chines, and let’s take a look 
at the wonderful little title, 
F-Zero [HYPERLINK TO: 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=OF1SpvKRMD0] 
(1991).
   DISCLAIMER: DURING 
THIS COLUMN, I WILL NOT 
ACKNOWLEDGE THE EXIS-
TENCE OF ANY GAME PAST 
1991. 
   This game is a mixed bag of 
weird. Honestly, judging it is 
like evaluating a friend that is 
super quirky and kinda annoy-
ing. Because I am usually this 
friend, I feel I’m an authority 
on the subject.
   F-Zero is a futuristic racing 
game that involves fifteen five-
lap tracks which feature many 
racers. There are four differ-
ent cars to choose from, which 
vary in speed, handling, and 
other stats. During the actual 
races, there is a power meter. 
It depletes if you hit other 
racers or touch the electrified 
edge of the track. If that thing 
loses all its green filling, your 
car is going to straight-up ex-
plode. Additionally, you can 
use one boost per lap after the 
first lap.
   Off the bat, F-Zero is graphi-
cally impressive. In a world 
where most games are flat as 
freshly-ironed jorts, F-Zero 
is slammin’. It has a pseudo 
three-dimensional world that 
is comparable to using a paper 
stand on a piece of cardboard. 
It is the closest thing we have 
to 3D games yet. I don’t know 
if graphics will ever get more 
realistic than this.
   The music is all that and a 
bag of chips. It’s catchy, fast 
paced, and perfect for a racing 
game. It makes you want to 
get jiggy with it. Truly the only 
complaint that can be made 
about the soundtrack is a lack 
of diversity in the themes.
   The most pivotal part of any 
game is the gameplay, obvi-
ously. Driving in this game is 
comparable to driving high-
speed bumper karts whose 
wheels are greased with pea-
nut oil on a buttered ice rink. 
But that’s not necessarily bad. 
It’s just tricky. And, like most 
tricks, there is a method to fig-
ure it out.
   There is certainly a knack to 
playing the game, but none-
theless, it’s tedious. Games 
should never be tedious (I’m 
looking at you, certain JR-
PGs). It’s not all bad, thank-
fully. Once you figure out 
how to navigate properly, the 
game becomes a lot of fun. The 
learning curve is steep, but 
manageable.
   Honestly, the track design 
is pretty bad. The majority 
of the tracks focus too much 
on being really difficult. This 
makes many a track frustrat-
ing and not fun. It’s good for 
you “hardcore” players out 
there that like Nintendo Hard 
[HYPERLINK TO: http://
tvtropes.org/pmwiki/pmwiki.
php/Main/NintendoHard] 
games, but for us ordinary 
plebeians, it detracts from the 
experience.
   A prime example of this is 
Death Wind I. Some bone-
head over at Nintendo must’ve 
said, “Hey, why don’t we add 
completely invisible wind that 
pulls you to the side the entire 
race?” It makes for an uncom-
fortable race of never moving 
in a straight line for this aptly 
named track. I’m getting mad 
just talking about it. That track 
is bugg’n. 
   Imagine a sandwich. It is 
large and visually appealing. 
On the inside, delicious chees-
es, meats, and other delectable 
toppings. However, upon the 
first bite, you find the crust 
is overcooked and rigid. That 
sandwich is F-Zero.
   If you listen to Luke, you’ll 
take a pass on this game un-
less you like your games ex-
tra hard. I gotta go buy some 
more pogs. 

   Throughout my years at 
Seaholm and as a student in 
general, I’ve come to realize 
something: It doesn’t matter 
how good of a score you got, 
because somebody will always 
have a better one. And they 
will let you know. And they 
will make sure to tell you that 
they didn’t even study and 
they suppose it was just luck. 
This has become the most re-
cent test culture in this school 
– we’ve become obsessed 
with rubbing our success into 
other people’s faces and being 
promptly humbled by some-
body who did better. I speak 
from experience – I was the 
person who ran to Facebook 
with their ACT score and then 
felt my moment of glory im-
mediately deflate when five 
other people congratulated 
me on it, while managing to 
tell me that their own score 
was much higher.
   The more our futures and 
grades depend on standard-
ized testing, the more appar-
ent this will become. People 
have stopped becoming proud 

of their accomplishments 
in class and out of class. It’s 
great that somebody volun-
teers often or scores the most 
on their sports team or is the 
friendliest person you know. 
All that it’s going to boil down 
to is a few whispers – yeah, 
but didn’t you hear they got 
a 21 on the ACT? Aren’t they 
supposed to be good at math? 
How come they only got a 2 
on the AP Stats exam? Mean-
while, those who have man-
aged to pull off good scores 
are hailed as champions. The 
only way to escalate them to 
further levels of praise is to 
make sure everybody knows 
they hardly worked for it.
   That’s a dangerous attitude 
to spread around the school. 
There are people here that 
work very hard to get the 
scores that they do. When 
you choose to rub it in their 
face that without effort, you 
are able to get a much better 
score than them, it creates a 
terrible negativity. It’s also 
not the kind of advice that 
you want to give people. Once 
college comes around, a place 
void of standardized tests, you 
can’t rely on that wild luck 
anymore. College requires 

thoughtful papers, genuine 
discussion, and intense 
responsibility to catch up 
with readings for the final. 
There’s no more going in 
blind, happily showing off 
your dumb luck – if any-
thing, you’ll be slumping 
out and holding a final exam 
covered in red pen.
   As AP test scores will ar-
rive soon, this is becoming 
more relevant than ever. 
A person should prepare 
themselves for the kids 
who walk out of the exams 
claiming they didn’t know a 
thing and will later proudly 
wave their 4/5 score banner 
in the air. A person should 
prepare themselves for the 
influx of excited Facebook 
posts, boasting about them 
not being sure how on Earth 
they got such a good score. 
A person should certainly 
prepare themselves to take 
the bait of the what’d you 
score on the AP/ACT/SAT 
question because there’s a 
chance they’ll be very de-
lighted or very disappoint-
ed. There’s a lot of ways to 
combat the problem. We 
can choose modesty, to 
keep our score to ourselves 

and only give it to people 
who really need to know. Or, 
perhaps, we can be proud of 
what we have and realize that 
we did our best – knowing 
somebody else did better isn’t 
going to change that. Let it in-
spire you to do better, to work 
harder, and to rocket past that 

other score. Being proud and 
bragging is part of human 
nature; perhaps we can’t get 
rid of this test culture, but we 
can definitely change how we 
respond to it.

When you choose 
to rub it in their 

face that without 
effort, you are 

able to get a much 
better score than 
them, it creates a 

terrible negativity.

Paige Korner
Staff Writer
pkorner.shshighlander@gmail.com

We Don’t Want To Know
Luke Sperling
Staff Writer
lsperling.shshighlander@gmail.com

         Ever 
since el-
ementary 
school, 
sharing 
grades 
has been 
a com-
mon 

practice. 
      The teacher passes out 
the most recent tests, and a 
sly sideways glance is all you 
need to make or break your 
day. 
   This transformation comes 
when you compare yourself 
to someone else. What could 
have been a disappointment 
can turn into a victory, and 
what was once something to 
be proud of can be the down-
fall of your day. 
   Yet, it was your grade, that 
you earned, and learning what 
your neighbor got is not going 
to change your score.
      In today’s world a friend’s 
approval or justification can 
be more concerning than our 
own opinion. This is a widely 
regarded topic, which can be 
related to almost anything 
in our lives today. Twitter is 
the perfect example of this, 
as many rely on favorites and 
tweets to justify our thoughts. 
   Sharing grades is another 
example which often hits 
home at Seaholm. There is 
an automatic judgment that 
comes along with hearing an-
other’s grade, good or bad.
   Yet, that doesn’t stop stu-
dents from revealing their 
scores. 
   Seaholm has a judgment 
problem, and judgment about 
grades is right on top. 
   I do not want to hear your 
ACT score, and I do not want 
to hear your grades. Your 
score is your business. While 
you might be comfortable 
publicizing your score, it can 
have repercussions on other 
students.  
   Running down the hallways 
screaming your ACT score is 
the perfect way to creep into 
another’s mind and ruin what 
they had previously thought 
was a good score. For some-
one whose college dreams 
have just been crushed, hear-
ing your pretty little score is 
not going to make them feel 
any better. 
   Congratulations to you, but 
if you were truly content with 
your score would you need the 
approval of your classmates? 
   True confidence in oneself 
comes from within not others. 
What you may think is simply 
telling your friend your score 
is at the core asking for justifi-
cation of your score. 
   By needing someone else to 
tell you how well you did on a 
certain test, your self-esteem 
is only showing weakness. 
Have confidence in yourself, 
because your best is good 
enough. 
   Your grades are your grades, 
and judgment from others is 
not going to change that. 
   This setting in which judg-
ment from others is neces-
sary is not a healthy learning 
environment.
   Seaholm’s judgment prob-
lem is not one sided. It can go 
back and forth as people both 
ask to know what other’s got 
on tests in addition to openly 
spreading their grades.  
   For someone who prefers to 
keep quiet about their grades 
they do not need someone 
else making them feel bad for 
refusing to share their scores. 
Nor does the previously proud 
student need to know how 
much better someone else 
did. 
   As a top tier high school, 
Seaholm’s environment is 
already academically competi-
tive. 
   Students keeping their 
grades to themselves can 
change the environment in-
side Seaholm for the better. 
   Within a learning environ-
ment in which students can 
learn to be proud of them-
selves without sharing their 
grades, Seaholm can prosper 
in positivity. 

Theresa Ross
Deputy Sports Editor 
tross.shshighlander@gmail.com

Five Things to Gift to Grads 

It’s All Fun and Games for Seniors

   One day. One day left until 
seniors are done with grade 
school. Seemingly so the 
majority of us spiritually 
checked out at least a month 
ago. With events celebrating 
the past 12 years of our lives, 
many events are high up on 
our priority list. However, 
nothing caps off the year like 
a senior prank. 
   The class of 2014 has 
fortunately had the chance 
to experience the way of 
conducting senior pranks 
with the classes of both 
2011 and 2012. During our 
freshman year, the principal 
at Seaholm was still Terry 
Piper. With prior senior 
pranks being fun and games, 
the administration knew 
it was in the norm for the 
senior class to conduct some 
sort of ruckus. 
   2011 seniors started out the 
day early with cups of water 
in the stairwell, then released 
crickets and stink bombs 
in the hallways, and finally 
ended it off with various 
other pranks. Continuing the 
precedent set by the previ-
ous seniors, the class of 2012 

did not let down. Putting oil 
in the hallway, having a “civil 
war” in the courtyard, and 
having a “tour de France” in 
the hallways, the class of 2012 
was the first, and last senior 
prank experience principal 
Dee Barash condoned. With 
harsh consequences explained 
to the class of 2013, there 
went their last day prank free. 
In hope of preventing any sort 
of pranks, the administration 
as also offered the class of 
2013 an all day field trip to a 
go-kart and arcade park! How 
cool! Not optional, as I’m sure 
every student wants to spend 
the last day of grade school 
racking up tickets playing in 
a dark arcade. Way to go out 
with a bang! 
   After going through the long 
and dreadful senior x-block 
meeting, the class of 2014 was 
warned in advance that if they 
conduct any sort of prank, 
they will: not be able to walk 
at graduation, not be allowed 
at the senior breakfast or din-
ner, and not allowed at the all 
night party.  Along with harsh 
consequences, if the Seaholm 
administration agrees that 
the prank is deemed vandal-
ism, then Birmingham Police 
Department will be contacted, 

and possible charges will be 
brought upon the students 
involved. Seems harsh, right? 
Obviously, after the classes of 
2011 and 2012, there needed 
to be set in stone rules about 
senior 
pranks. 
How-
ever, the 
admin-
istration 
is taking 
out any 
pos-
sibility 
for any 
harm-
less 
and fun 
prank that we can conduct. 
Frankly, it’s stupid that if 
you walk through the halls in 
a so called “tour de France” 
then you are stripped of your 
admittance from all of the 
sentimental events that go 
along with graduating. 
   With Mrs. Barash leaving 
after this year, and Deb Boyer 
retiring within the next few 
years, the last thing the ad-
ministration wants is a senior 
prank. Understanding the 
emotional toll on the admin-
istration of a harmless prank, 
students will once again most 

likely stay away from doing 
any sort of prank.   
   With senior year capping 
off twelve grueling years of 
grade school, why doesn’t the 
administration let the seniors 

have some 
sort of fun 
by con-
ducting a 
harmless 
prank? 
Under-
standing 
they don’t 
want any-
thing get-
ting out of 
hand, they 
inform 

seniors about the fine line 
between fun and vandalism. 
Senior pranks contributing 
a huge part to the purchase, 
Seaholm now has cameras 
in the hallways, allowing the 
administration to virtually 
see everything that goes on in 
the hallway, making it nearly 
impossible to get away with a 
prank. With such strict rules 
regarding sanctions put on se-
niors and students in general, 
the student body is growing 
further and further away from 
the administration, resenting 
their ethics.  

Jordan Gasper
Staff Writer
Jgasper@seaholmhighlander.com
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Man on the Street:
What are your plans for the summer?

“I’m going to be at my 
cottage all summer.”

-9 Frankie Giradot  

I’m going to be doing a lot 
of basketball in June, then 
go Up North all summer.”

-10 Patty Giradot  

“Well I’m looking at mov-
ing over the summer, in 
the North Carolina area-
South Carolina.”
-11 Michael Jerome 

“Hopefully I’ll be working 
two jobs, if not one this 
summer.” 

-12 Danicea Woods

 “My advice to any freshmen for 
the next couple years is simply to 
enjoy it while it lasts. Everyone 
is always very interested and 
consumed with going to college 
and getting out of Birmingham, 
but in my experience, high school 

has been the best time of my life so far. I have 
really enjoyed my last couple years and I hope 
that everyone else will appreciate them while 
they can. Don’t stress out about the little stuff, 
it most likely won’t have a detrimental impact 
on the rest of your life. Just remember to en-
joy the time you have before you have to leave 
everything behind for a completely different 
environment.” -Reed Powers

“Be friends with everyone, it’s 
a lot easier for everyone that 
way.  There’s no need to have 
caddy fights between people. 
Then find your close friends 
that have a lot of things in 
common with you. Then hang 
out with them as much as 
possible, everything goes by 

so fast, and then you all will be split up across 
the country.  By the end of high school you 
realize who your true friends are and you will 
wish you met them earlier. It’s just as impor-
tant to have a core group of friends to share 
great moments with throughout high school 
as it is to do well in classes.”
-Meghan Flynn 

“Freshman my advice to you is 
to enjoy high school, because it 
goes by way too quickly. When 
you look back on your experi-
ence at Seaholm, you aren't going 
to remember those nights you 
stayed up until 2 AM studying for 

a Biology test. You are going to remember the 
prep rallies, the events, and the mischief. Ob-
viously, take your school work seriously; but 
just don't be too hard on yourself. Ultimately, 
just do well enough for the college you want to 
go to. Other than that, live it up and enjoy it, 
because you'll be a senior in a blink of an eye.

P.S. Don't let counselors tell you that if you're 
the president of 14 clubs, you can get into 
whatever college you want. Thats not true. Its 
all a numbers game.”
-Jordan Gasper

“Freshmen,
My advice to you is to dig deep 
inside your dump filled diapers 
and scrounge up some form of 
respect. I have never been so 
concerned for a class of kids and 
really, quite honestly, for your 
sake--I hope you're the last class 

of your kind. Who's to blame though, you 
know? It's the technological age. It's not nec-
essarily your fault you hide behind twitter and 
Instagram, just try to enjoy real life at your 
own expense rather than others. What I'm 
really trying to say is get to know the people 
around you, you never know who might sur-
prise you.” -Niko Bokos 

“My advice to any incoming 
freshmen would be to take 
any and every opportunity 
that Seaholm has to offer you. 
Although navigating your way 
through balancing academ-
ics, clubs, and sports can be 
a bit intimidating your fresh-

men year, trying new things will help you 
find where you truly want to be and what you 
truly want to do. Don't be discouraged if you 
don't fall in love with every activity you try, 
just keep trying until you find the right fit.” 
-Kendall Hitch 

“Be yourself. It’s the most 
cliché advice anyone can 
give, but it’s also the most 
helpful. High School can 
be one of the times to find 
out who you are. Once you 
do, don’t be afraid to let 
anyone see that. Don’t let 
your worth or your view 

of yourself be hindered by what other people 
think. There’s one you and only one. If you 
like wearing sweats every day or if you like 
wearing dresses everyday it’s about what 
makes you comfortable and how you feel best 
represented. Four years might seem like a 
long time but it will be a more enjoyable four 
years if you’re able to be yourself.” -Esther 
Seawell

“Dear Freshmen,
My advice to you is enjoy 
every moment you can of high 
school, because it goes by in a 
blink of an eye. I know you’ve 
heard it all the time from 
adults, but hear it from us 
and learn from it. These four 
years you spend in high school 

will be some of the greatest years of your 
life. You’ll make friends who you will cher-
ish forever, and make memories with all your 
classmates that will last a lifetime. Don’t take 
any moment for granted, and have a great 
four year. Good luck to you all as you move 
forward in life.”-Chris Hill

“Dear underclassmen, you are 
about to go into a grade above 
the one you’re in right now. 
This is a very exciting time but 
for many of you the classes and 
work will get much harder. My 
advice to you is just do your 
work and study hard.  Doing 
the homework that is assigned 

you is easy, but making sure that its right is 
not easy, going through every question to 
make sure it’s right takes time, it is important 
to take time to do this because it prepares you 
for the tests. Doing all of your homework is 
one thing, but doing well on tests is vital to 
your high school success.” -Silas Karr

Senior Advice To Incoming Frosh: 

   Choosing a college can be 
fun if one is brave enough to 
face the odds and venture to 
places most wouldn’t.
   It is an undisputable 
fact that many students of 
Seaholm tie themselves down 
to schools found only in 
Michigan.
   College is a setting that not 
only academically prepares 
a person for life, but also so-
cially engages a person.
   Leaving one’s state all 
together to a new environ-
ment not only creates a well-
rounded individual but also 
enriches a person’s values and 
understanding of life.
   Diversity is a factor that 
most look at when applying to 
college. An African-American 
who opts for an HBCU (his-
torically black college) doesn’t 
efficiently use the chance to 
be soaked in the diversity 
American universities offer, 
same way a Michigander who 
opts to go to Michigan State 
misses out on the chance to 
meet people from outside the 
state. 

   Many people use their 
families as an excuse to stay 
in the state, claiming that 
they want to be ‘near home’ 

forgetting that home is where 
the heart is. Our parents 
bring us up to be people who 
change the world we are in. 
Going out into the world we 
plan on changing is a very 
important part of achieving 
this goal.
   Going to college isn’t just 
about the parties and the 
degree, it is about maturing 
and getting used to the fact 

Luke Answers Gaming FAQs
Luke Sperling
Staff Writer
lsperling.shshighlander@gmail.com

   People are always bothering 
me with video game ques-
tions. You people annoy me, 
so I thought I’d answer some 
more frequently asked ones.
   Why wasn’t [some 
feature] put in [some 
game]?
You have to keep in mind that 
game companies must please 
a veritable buttload of people. 
They can’t please everyone. 
Plus, time and resources are 
limited, making it so that 
some parts of the game get 
the ax—even if they wanted to 
include the feature.
   I’ve been stuck on a par-
ticular section of a game 
all day! What do I do?
   Don’t worry; I see this a lot. 
First, take a break. The longer 
you’re in a gaming session 
(and are failing), the more 
fevered and desperate your 
attempts will become. Try 
again in the morning.
   Still haven’t beaten it... 
Any suggestions?
   How about you quit whining 
about it and play the game?
   I beat all my friends 
when we play multiplay-
er, but when I play on-
line, I always lose. Why?
   Well, simply speaking, 
your friends suck. And you 
suck too. Just not as much as 
your sucky friends suck. You 
should befriend less sucky 
people who don’t suck.

   How do I get better at 
[some game]?
   You have to do two things: 
learn more about the game 
and practice. If that some-
how fails, there’s a secret 
technique I once learned 
about gaming in the plains of 
Africa. You must sacrifice a 
female goat during the third 
full moon of the year over an 
NES. Offering a male goat 
will give you bad luck and 
will make your fingers forever 
encumbered. Rookie mistake.
   I like playing games with 
friends, but I don’t have 
anyone who will play with 
me. What do I do?
   The main thing here is com-
munication. If you haven’t 
already, ask all of your 
friends, even those who you 
think wouldn’t want to play. 
You never know who might 
surprise you. If literally none 
of your friends will play the 
game with you, make some 
new friends. While attempting 
to make new friends, make 
sure to smile, be nice, remove 
any fedoras from your head, 
and just be genuine with 
them.
   Dang, I accidentally sac-
rificed a male goat! What 
now?
   Oh crud. This is not good. 
Even before seeing any symp-
toms of the curse (cramps, 
diarrhea, being friendzoned 
often), you should exorcise 
the man-goat by follow-
ing the steps in this video: 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=dQw4w9WgXcQ
   I have a great idea for 
a game! How do I get it 
made?
   There are a handful of 
attractive options. You can 
learn a programming lan-
guage and make it yourself. 
You can pay a programmer 
to make it for you (pick me!). 
Another idea would be pitch-
ing the idea to some indie 
developer. That part can be 
tricky. It reminds me of the 
time I had a fantastic idea 
for a video game. Like, super 
top-notch. I had connections 
to a nice little company whose 
name I won’t disclose. I fired 
off an email to them, and, 
within two months, I got an 
appointment to pitch them 
my gem of an idea. So I stroll 
into their cozy little office 
and proceed to explain the 
mechanics of my game and 
how it would play. “This idea 
is golden,” a balding man said 
(I assumed he was in charge). 
“Before we start production 
though, there’s going to be a 
bit of an overhead cost.” Quiz-
zically, I asked, “How much?” 
He replied, “I’m gonna need 
about tree fiddy.” It was about 
that time that I realized that 
the man I thought was the 
president of the company was 
actually an eight story tall 
crustacean from the paleo-
lithic era.
   Hope these helped! 

that life is really what you 
make it, not your family, you. 
Many of us feel the need to 
“stay close to home” because 
it is what we have been doing 
all our lives but it is about 
time that we realize that there 
is more to life than what we 
know of in our comfort zone.
   Junior girls; yes, the boys 
around here are cute, maybe 
even cuter in college, but how 
are you so sure the boys in 
Georgia aren’t even better 
looking? 
   Guys; yes, the babes are on 
fire this year, but how are you 
so sure that your Juliet isn’t 
swimming with the dolphins 
in California?
   The point of the matter is: 
do not restrict yourself to 
in-state colleges alone when 
you know for a fact that it is 
possible for you to go out. 
   America is a huge country; 
the world is even bigger. 
There is so much to see and 
learn, so much to discover 
outside these four walls. Re-
stricting oneself to one state 
isn’t the best.
   Make a good choice and 
think about the effect it will 
have on your future.

Maame Boatemaa
Staff Writer
Mboatemaa.shshighlander@gmail.com

Benefits of Out-Of-State College

   Merely five days after her 
graduation from Yale Univer-
sity in 2012, Marina Keegan 
was tragically killed in a car 
accident.  Yet, her voice lives 
on through the compilation of 
her essays and short stories 
in "The Opposite of Loneli-
ness".  Named after her final 
piece for the Yale Daily News, 
"The Opposite of Loneliness", 
is Keegan's retrospective 
narrative on her time spent at 
Yale.  The essay, tinged with 
hopefulness of her promising 
future (she had a job lined up 
at the New Yorker), is a fine 
representation of Keegan's 
dynamic prose and develop-
ing voice that certainly would 
have prospered.  
   Gone far before her time, 
Keegan leaves behind an 
excellent compilation, rang-
ing from a self-depracating 
piece on her gluten allergy, 
to a satirical piece of an 
exterminator titled "I Kill for 
Money”.  Her range, wisdom 
beyond her years, and voice 
leave readers inspired, yet 
unsatisfied, as they know 
she would've continued on 
to remind us "what everyone 
else had been thinking but no 

Caroline Filips
Managing Print Editor
cfilips.shshighlander@gmail.com

The Opposite of Lonliness 
one else 
had been 
brave (or 
brazen) 
enough 
to say", 
as Anne 
Fadiman 
states in 
the intro-
duction.  
   Divided 
into two 
sections- 
nine non-
fiction 
pieces fol-
lowed by 
the eight 
piece 
fiction 
section, 
Keegan 
chronicles 
various 
demo-
graphics, 
countries, lifestyles, and even 
tackles the big picture ques-
tions- why we are here and 
why we are the way we are.  
What keeps readers inter-
ested is Keegan's strong voice, 
apparent insight, and wis-
dom well beyond her years.  
Depicting tales of young love 
and heartbreak, with "Cold 
Pastoral" and "Winter Break", 
it's as if Keegan has found the 

baseline 
of senti-
ment 
within 
all read-
ers and 
delib-
erately 
tugs at 
their re-
pressed 
heart-
strings.    
   She is 
com-
pletely 
genuine 
and re-
latable, 
and a 
fair rep-
resen-
tation 
of the 
honesty 
we are 
hesi-

tant to express.  Humble, yet 
relatable, she admits “I don’t 
pretend to know any more 
about this world than the rest 
of us.  In fact, I probably know 
less.”  Overall, her blunt tone 
and pragmatic, yet soft voice 
explain her deserved success.  
Her loss is painful, even to 
those who never knew her, as 
she will surely be celebrated 
as an instant classic, gone 
much too soon.  
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   According to a Highlander sur-
vey 67% of Seaholm students go 
to Starbucks. Getting a Starbucks 
coffee goes way beyond just 
getting a drink to help give you 

energy. For Seaholm students 
there are many perks of buying a 
Starbucks coffee.
   “[Starbucks is] kind of a nice 
thing to have,” junior Anna 
Gingle said, “If you’re walk-
ing around with a drink of Tim 
Hortons it’s kind of ugly. But if 
you walk into school with a cup 

of Starbucks it’s seen as a better 
drink and a nicer place to buy 
from.” Starbucks isn’t drunk 
solely based on the taste but 
also on appearance. 
   While going to Starbucks 
might be seen as a nicer, some 
believe that it would be easier 

Seaholm’s Coffee

to use than the coffee machine at 
the pool doors.
   “It’s easier to go to Starbucks 
because the machine only takes 
credit cards,” senior AJ Kjay 
said. “Plus judging by its looks 
it seems like it wouldn’t be that 
good.”Small hassles like this are 
what make the Starbucks store 

so convenient and popular choice 
in the area. 
   Though Starbucks coffee 
seems better for your image 
while drinking it there are other 
reasons, some students prefer 
their coffee to help them with 
school. 
  “I drink their coffee when I 
need to stay up studying or if 
I’m really tired in the morning,” 
senior Dominic Sierpan said.
   According to junior Sydney 
McKay, students will need their 
morning cup of coffee even more 
now that there are no more X-
Block days.
   “The rest of the year will be 
rough, with just having taken 
the ACT and with all the work 
I’ve been doing lately,” McKay 
said, “Now with X-Block ending 
coffee is a good way to help me 
stay up at night studying and in 
the mornings, It’s hard to be alert 
and paying attention, so coffee 
really helps.”
  Coffee can be helpful during 
stressful times and many seniors 
found it a helpful tool to keep 
them going through the begin-
ning of the year. 
   “While waiting to hear back 
from colleges I applied to I was 
extremely stressed. With football 
after school I had to stay up 
doing my applications and went 
over them a few times. Then I 
had my school homework so I 
was staying up until about 2 AM 
every night,” Sierpan said. “I 
don’t know if I could have done 
it without coffee.”
  With all of the ways for 
Seaholm students to drink coffee 
they will always prefer Star-
bucks, whether it is to help them 
stay awake, or to be seen as a 
more high class place to get cof-
fee, there is no competition. 

Photos By Kelly Martinek
Four gorgeous starbucks drinks the editors enjoyed during 

production.

Silas Klarr
Staff Writer
sklarr.shshighlander@gmail.com

With Spring quickly on its 
way the dresses at this years 
“Serenade Under the Sea” 
brightly colored dresses 
were in high demand. There 
is always that question that 
girls face every prom season- 
what to wear? Whether they 
decide on a classical look and 
go with a long gown, a more 
set look and pull off a short 
dress, or the more new and 
trendy style of a high-low 
dress. High-low dresses are 
becoming more and more 
popular as they are the clas-
sic and set look combined. 
According to “Pretty for 
Prom” a high-low gown is 
hemmed long in the back, at 
the ankles or to the floor, and 
just above the knees in the 
front. This type of dress is 
trendy and creates a unique 
prom dress appearance. 
   After a survey conducted 
among several students who 
attended prom it was con-
cluded that the most popular 
dress this season was a short 
dress. 77% of the girls that 
went decided on a short 
dress, 8% decided on the 
high-low look, and 15% took 
a classic approach with the 
long dress. While wondering 
about the huge difference be-
tween how many girls wore 
long versus how many girls 
wore short, Senior Carley 
Schmid commented about 
why she chose a short dress.
   “To Prom this year I wore 
a short dress,” Schmid said. 
“Most girls at the dance end-
ed up wearing short dresses 

Prom Dress Trends
Ashley Fernandez
Staff Writer
afernandez.shshighlander@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy Of Kenji Johnston
Prom King Kenji Johnson celebrates his victory with some 
delicious Golden Grahams the morning after.

   In a recent anonymous 
survey taken by twenty five 
students at Seaholm about 
the importance of prom King 
and Queen, it’s been discov-
ered that winning prom King 
and Queen just isn’t that big 
of a deal anymore.

Chris Hill
Staff Writer
chill.shshighlander@gmail.com

   When asked the question, 
“Do you care about who wins 
prom King and Queen?” 88% 
of the students who took the 
survey said no. When asked, 
“Do you want to win Prom 
King?” 80% of the students 
said they did not want to win.
   Years ago at Seaholm win-
ning prom King and Queen 
was something girls dreamed 
about, and boys envied to be. 

Even now at schools around 
our district winning prom 
King and Queen is something 
people try and campaign for, 
something they have wanted 
all of high school.  So why 
does no one care about win-
ning prom king and queen 
anymore at Seaholm? 
   “It's just a popularity contest 
and our school doesn't idol-
ize ‘popular’ kids like high 
schools in movies.” an anony-
mous Seaholm student said. 
Is this true? Are Seaholm 
students taking a stand 
against the preconceived idea 
that the prom King should 
be the captain of the football 
team, and his Queen the head 
cheerleader?
   “They do, they just pretend 
they don't because they didn't 
win,” said another student. 
There can only be one King 
and one Queen. So are people 
trying to mock whoever wins 
because it makes them feel 
better about themselves 
because secretly they wanted 
to win?
   Whatever the case may 
be winning prom King and 
Queen is not what it used to 
be at Seaholm. Last year’s 
prom King, Scott Hoge, didn’t 
even go to Seaholm; he was a 
graduate of Country Day. 
   Despite whether Seaholm 
decides to not conform to 
the idea that it’s a popularity 
contest or not, Prom royalty is 
not what it used to be.

The End of an Era

because they’re just more 
comfortable and you don’t 
have to worry about tripping 
over them in heels like a long 
dress.” 
   Short dresses are certainly 
easier to walk in, but then 
again long dresses have al-
ways been the image of prom. 
Junior Adriana Tautch wore a 
short dress with a flaired out 
skirt. 
   “I think short dresses are 
more popular because the 
long ones tend to be a lot 
flashier rather than classier,” 
Tautch said. 

   However, when it comes 
down to it, prom dresses are 
completely based on personal 
opinion and whatever the girl 
feels the most comfortable in 
for the night. 
   With so many different 
dresses and styles to pick 
from its hard to find one that 
will really stand out. 
   Junior Bryana Dorfman got 
a lot of love for her red high-

low dress.
   “I wanted to wear some-
thing I’ve never worn be-
fore and I’ve never worn a 
high-low dress so I thought I 
would try it,” Dorfman said. 
“It was something fun, differ-
ent, and appropriate! Plus I 
loved the color.” 
   Color was a common factor 
in the dresses this year, with 
almost everyone wearing 
something bright! 
   In the end prom is a special 
occasion that only comes 
around once or twice in a 
person’s lifetime and is often 

looked at as the biggest of 
the school dances in all of a 
student’s high school experi-
ence.  
   Whichever look students 
chose to take it was all based 
on personal opinion and this 
year’s trend was the short 
dress. All of the girl’s dresses 
made this year’s prom a 
knockout.  

We had about 930 students, 
and we have about 1400 now, 
and the number of athletes 
has grown probably an even 
greater proportion.”
   The athletic department has 
expanded its opportunities to 
students over time.
    “We didn’t offer nearly 
the breadth, the number 
of sports, or the depth, the 
number of opportunities we 
have now,” Frank said. “We 
really value participation, so 
we have JV B teams in some 
sports and we do everything 
we can to create an atmo-
sphere where we don’t cut, 
so some of our teams have 
become much bigger.”
     Notarainni and Frank have 
also noticed growth in wom-
en’s sports.

Reflections
Cont. from page 1

    “We offer more sports for 
girls, than we do for guys,” 
Frank said.
    While Seaholm works 
towards bringing forth posi-
tive change with the modern 
generation, it preserves its 
values.
     “Though we try to mod-
ernize the classroom or 
technology…we might try to 
change things, like dances 
or field day, they still exist 
in their core,” Flex teacher 
Mike Wicker said. “We add 
new things, and this is going 
to sound really cheesy, but I 
don’t think we’ve really lost 
what it means to be a Maple. 
The experience is different, 
but it has not lost its core.”
    Seaholm’s change has 
helped reshape the school, yet 
it’s past has proven to equally 
provide enriching experiences 
for its alumni.

    Wicker was a Seaholm 
graduate in 2002 and joined 
Seaholm staff in 2010 as a 
Flex teacher. He became a 
teacher because of his positive 
experiences at Seaholm.
      “One of the reasons I be-
came a teacher is I had such a 
good high school experience, 
I thought it would be great if 
I could do that for other stu-
dents,” Wicker said.   Hladki 
also found her experience at 
Seaholm to affect her decision 
to teach.
    “Those were some of my 
favorite teachers, who im-
pacted me. I thought coming 
back and teaching with them 
was an honor, and I still do to 
this day,” Hladki said. “This is 
where I wanted to be, teach-
ing what I wanted to teach, 
coaching what I wanted to 
coach—it doesn’t get anymore 
American Dreamy than that.”

Prom: A Review in Pictures

Pictures submitted to Caroline Filips & Design by Esther Seawell
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Collegefessions: Seaholm Edition 

All values based on a Highlander survey 
conducted in May 2014.

Class of 2014: Quick Facts

Top Decision Factors
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“Somewhere I could see 
myself being happy and 

comfortable but also 
excelling in my studies.”

 
-Senior survey respondent on the most important 

factor in deciding on a college 

Number of Colleges Applied To
Reporting & Design by Kelly Martinek, 

Kendall Hitch, and Esther Seawell.
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Passing the Torch
The Class of 2014 describes 
their final year at Seaholm...

Content and Design By:
Theresa Ross

Class of 2014 Statistics

332: Number of 
Seniors

5: Sets of Twins

19: Number of
 collegiate athletes 

“It was by far the quickest 
year of my life” -Zoe Frank 

“Too fast, too fun” 
-Casey Board 

“Senior year was a
 memorable year. Stay classy 
fellas.” -Jackson Jerge It flew by, but it was so 

great”-Rachel Mucha 

“Life’s a ball! If only you’d 
know it. Change in 
perspective and nostalgia walk 
hand in hand.” -Charlie Burg

“I loved every second of 
this year, and I love my 
grade and all the friend-
ships I’ve made.” -Melissa 
Shiner

“It was challenging, but 
worth it.” -Fran 
Hernandez Garcia-Limia 

“I wish I had won 
best hair”-Jack
 Montgomery 

“There are mo-
ments that take for-
ever, and yet, you 
blink, and it’s May 
and you’re wonder-
ing where all the 
time went .” -Shane 
McPartlin 

“Between my 
teammates, class-
mates, and teach-
ers, I’ve had the 
most amazing 
year.”  -Russell 
Ladd

“This was supposed 
to be my senior year.” 
-Jack Williams 

“I made sure only to 
surround myself with 
genuine people and be-
cause of that this year 
was amazing.” -Hanna 
Martines 
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Annie Cohen
Andrew Colton
Olivia Darany
Hayley Dent
Emily Dixon
Jacqueline Emmons
Caroline Filips
Cameron Flynn
Andrew Geller
Julia Gwizdz
Kenji Johnston
Kevin Jubera
Megan Lam
Russell Ladd
Michael Levitsky
Conner Liddle
Jacob Lutz
Robbie Maddox
Tommy McLeod
Amanda Mazzoli
Shane McPartlin
Jackie Meier
Lacey Mendelson
Jack Montgomery
Corin Murphy
Ryan Nolan
Katie Powell
Ian O’Rourke
Kelly Schwab
Matthew Silbergleit
Melissa Shiner
Michelle Shoshiev
John Steinmetz
Carly Taub
Erich Umbarger
Arielle Walters
Jack Walton
Emma Yanakiev

Wayne State University:
Ben Brickner
Abbey Centers
Noah Gaber
John Haddad
Jayla Jackson
Tommy Murray
Spencer Schoen
Billy Splittstoesser
Despina Tsitlakidou

Austin Vangelena

Western Michigan University:
Caitlin Davis
Mason Hardy
Matt Joseph
Katie Moore
Clifford Ross
Labina Petrovska
Willie Presser
Bianca Zori

Albion College:
Ryan Head
Charlie Hermes
Lewis Parris
Emma Schiefelbein
Nick Vestevich

Alma:
Justin Gable

Central Michigan University:
Ellie Ramfos
Sabrina Mallah
Sydney Hessen
Burns Hotchkiss
Haley Yost
Molly Stephens
Matt Rothschild

College of Creative Studies:
Chris Sarkisian

Cornerstone:
Miracals Martin

Eastern Michigan University 
Danielle Bentzley

Ferris State:
Jacob Schlak

Galloup School of Lutherie:
Shelby Swanson

Grand Valley State University:
Claire Neville
Andrew Trestrail
Carley Schmid
Kayla Hascall
Sarah Armstrong
Hunter Steed
Chris Paige
Anastasia Monroe
John Reckker
Morgan Wolfe
Ophelie Vico

Hillsdale College:
Adam Pierce

Hope College:
Lauren Nummer
Jacob Sandy
Erica Sarvis
Rachel Satkiewicz

Alex Strohm
Alex Vestevich
Andrew Wandyez
Camille Yuhn
 
Northern Michigan:
Ian Larson-Shidler

Northwood:
Spencer Mink

Oakland Community College:
Lauren Brazil
Alexus Hartt
Brendon Sullivan

Oakland University:
Nick Argas
Danny Ashcraft
Catherine Aquino
Madison Barr
Rafid Hakim
Kyle Hulscher
AJ Kayj
Sarah Marchak
Eva Morlock
Kelly Sheko

Rochester College:
Leo Kelly

Schoolcraft:
Elise Tolbert

Spring Arbor University:
Lily Hefenieder

University of Detroit Mercy:
Alyssa Monroe

University of Michigan-
Dearborn: 
Levi Harris
Ryan Glavin
Riley Miller
Lizzie Cobb

University of Michigan:
Madi Apple
Eliana Barwinski
Elisabeth Benham
Casey Board
Brooke Callaghan
Maria Callaghan

Josh Smith
Brooke Wharton

Kalamazoo College:
Alex Sitner

Lawrence Technological
Institute:
Jeremy Vedder

Michigan State University:
Austin Ahlgren
Arden Aiello
Brandon Altman
Nathan Anderson
Eleni Barr
Michael Bertrand
Niko Bokos
Shane Brady
Luke Bruan
Alex Breeden
Chris Breeden
Suzanne Buxton
Reed Cortright
Caitlin DeLuca
Nikita Dyotlov
Mia Dieghan
Lauren Frazier
Jordan Gasper
Sara Gersonde
Kristy Griswold
Isabella Hickey
Chris Hill
Samantha Jones
Silas Klarr
Paige Korner
Lauren Kotsull
Zach Lapinski
Morgan Loveland
Christian Lydy
Robbie MacGregor
Alis Manoogian
Hanna Martines
Emily McLogan
Olivia Miller
Joey Nagridge
Bartosz Noga
Elizabeth Quigley
Matt Pantaleo
Reed Powers
Collin Seneski
Olivia Sheridan
Alex Spognardi
Ali Stano
Colin Stickel

Kalamazoo College:
Alex Sitner
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Reporting and 
Design:
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Austin Vangelena

Western Michigan University:
Caitlin Davis
Mason Hardy
Matt Joseph
Katie Moore
Clifford Ross
Labina Petrovska
Willie Presser
Bianca Zori

ARIZONA
North Arizona University:
Shane Leslie

Arizona State University:
Ian Bouwens

CALIFORNIA
Cinema Makeup School:
Julianne Meiu

College of the Desert:
Darshea Edwards
Kerry Mott

Santa Monica College:
Chris Ferguson

University of California 
Santa Barbara:
Kaitlyn Pike

COLORADO
Colorado School of Mines:
Jennifer Kendall

University of Colorado:
Zoe Frank
Jonah Kest
Leyla Yalman

University of Denver:
Chase Iacofano

Colorado Mountain College:
Elaina Demko

CONNECTICUT
Yale:
Karl Marback

FLORIDA
Florida State:
Peter Thomas

Rollins:
Jack Williams

University of Central Florida:

Katie Bartholomew

GEORGIA
Kennesaw State:
Allie Wright

IDAHO
Bringham Young University- 
Idaho: 
Sean Modawell

ILLINOIS
Columbia College:
Madeline Tew

Concordia University:
Dominic Sierpan

DePaul:
Ella Waechter
Evana Makhoul

Loyola:
Fiona Fay
Evan Helfrich
Fran Hernandez Garcia-Iimia
Sofia Mazich
Julie Wilhelmi

Northwestern:
Henry Burg
Julia Wilkins

School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago:
Chloe Hajjar

University of Chicago:
Jon Greenberger
Dylan Kanaan

INDIANA
Indiana University:
Sabrina Gowda 

Jackson Jerge
Josh Leitman

Purdue University:
Tyler Rogers

Trine University:
Jeff Bowman

Butler:
Caroline Squatrito

IOWA
University of Iowa:
Sydney Alexander 

KANSAS
University of Kansas:
Grace Kennedy 

KENTUCKY
University of Kentucky:
Kendall Hitch

MISSOURI
University of Missouri:
Esther Seawell

Washington University 
of Saint Louis:
Kendall Spina

NEBRASKA
University of Nebraska:
Alec Girdler

NEW HAMPSHIRE
University of New Hampshire:
Landon Krandall

NEW YORK
Cazenovia College:
Savannah Mannes

New York University:
Leah Lavigne

Stoneybrook:
Sarah Skender

West Point:
Alex Voronvich

NORTH CAROLINA
North Carolina State University:
Violet Bernard

OHIO
Cuyahoga Community College:
Aaron Collins

Dayton:
Ben McDermott
Emily Parke

Denison:
Charlie Burg

Hiram College:
Lauren Mali

Miami of Ohio:
Mack Drummond
Meghan Flynn
Jill Fischer

Ohio Northern University:
Jack Mentag

Ohio State:
McKenna Koger

Wooster:
Ross Bernard

Otterbein University:
Bryce Shanaman

PENNSYLVANIA
University of Pittsburgh:
Olivia Raymond

SOUTH CAROLINA
Wofford:
Erin Jacobs

TEXAS
University of Texas:
Caroline Stacey

Texas Christian University:
Allison Davis

Blinn College:
Luke Brown

UTAH
Bringham Young University:
Andrew Barton

WASHINGTON DC
American University:
Lucy Mastellar

Georgetown University:
Rachel Mucha

Howard University:
Daisha Martin

WISCONSIN 
University of Wisconsin:
Hannah King

CANADA
McGill:
Olivia Kurijian

University of British Columbia
 - Vancouver:
Katie Rink

MEXICO
Universidad de Monterrey:
Giovanni Campos 

Esther Seawell
News Editor
eseawell.shshighlander@gmail.com

Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com

Kelly Martinek
Editor-in-Chief of Web
kmartinek.shshighlander@gmail.com
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Esther SeawellKendall Hitch
University of MissouriUniversity of Kentucky

Editor-in-Chief
College major: International Studies & Mathematical Economics

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

My bond with my fellow Highlander staffers
Future journalism plans?

Hopefully writing for the Kentucky Kernel

News Editor
College major: Journalism
What will you miss most

about the Highlander?
Seeing the finished product and knowing that I create make it

Future journalism plans?
Nope.  I have no future journalism plans.  Is that a problem?

Caroline Filips Meghan Flynn

Managing Print Editor
College major: Communications

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

The laughs
Future journalism plans?

Maybe working for the Michigan Daily.  I could go 
for it, see what happens.

Reed Powers

Michigan State University

Sports Editor 
College major: Pre-law

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

My columns and the freedom to write about 
whatever I want.

Future journalism plans?
Probs nah.

Student Life Editor
College major: Marketing, Business

What will you miss most
about the Highlander?

The friendships I’ve made and seeing the people 
in class everyday, but I know we’ll stay in touch in  

the next few years.
 Future journalism plans?

I hope to work on my school magazine, do intern-
ships over the summers, and work at a fashion 

magazine one day.

University of  Michigan Miami University of Ohio

Paige Korner

Niko Bokos

Olivia Miller

Chris Hill Zach Lapinski

Jordan Gasper

College major: Chinese
What are you most looking 

forward to?
The freedom

College major: Finance
What are you most looking 

forward to?
A new experience

College major: Computer 
Science

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Undrgraduate research, learning 
about computers, and sunday 

night swing dances

College major: Business
What are you most looking 

forward to?
The independence of being in 
college and MSU football games

College major: Mechanical En-
gineering 

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Having the freedon to explore 
new opportunities and choosinf 

how to spend my time

College major: Broadcasting 
and Journalism 

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Getting away from some of the 
peple that go here, and meeting 

new people

Silas Klarr

College major: Entertainment  
& Arts

What are you most looking 
forward to?

Getting away from home and 
experienceing something new

Michigan State University

Michigan State University

Michigan State University Michigan State University Michigan State UniversityMichigan State University

Michigan State University
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Fun in the Sun
Olivia Neilson
Staff Writer
oneilson.shshighlander@gmail.com

June:

Tuesday, June 17: 
-Backstreet Boys with special guest Avril 
Lavigne
-DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Wednesday and Thursday, June 18 and 19:
- Luke Bryan That’s My Kind of Night 
Tour 2014
-DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Wednesday, June 18:
- Bruno Mars: Moonshine Jungle TOur 
with Aloe Blacc
- The Palace of Auburn Hills, 6:30 pm

Saturday, June 21:
- OneRepublic Native Summer Tour with 
The Script
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Tuesday, June 24:
- Boston - Heaven on Earth Tour
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:30 pm

Wednesday, June 25:
- Dave Matthews Band
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Sunday, June 29:
- Neon Trees
- The Fillmore Detroit 7:00 pm

July:

Tuesday and Wednesday, July 1 and 2:
- Michael Jackson the Immortal World 
Tour
- The Palace of Auburn Hills, 6:00 pm

Wednesday, July 2:
- Goo Goo Dolls & Daughtry with special 
guest Plain White T’s
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 6:45 pm

Tuesday, July 8:
- Monumentour: Fall Out Boy and Para-
more
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Wednesday, July 9:
- Journey and Steve Miller Band
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 6:45 pm

Saturday, July 12:
- Queen and Adam Lambert
- Palace of Auburn Hills, 8:00 pm

Friday, July 11:
- Under the Sun Tour with Uncle Krack-
er, Blues Traveler, Smash Mouth, Sugar 
Ray
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Thursday, July 17:
- Rockstar Energy Drink Mayhem 
Festival with Avenged Sevenfold, Korn, 
Asking Alexandria, Trivium, Cannibal 
Corpse, Suicide Silence, Body Count, 
Miss May I, Emmure, Mushroomhead, 
Texas Hippie Coalition, Veil of Maya, 
Upon a Burning Body, Darkest Hour, 
III Nino, Wretched, Islander, King 810, 
Erimha
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 1:00 pm

Friday, July 25:
- Lynyrd Skynyrd & Bad Company
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 6:45 pm

Monday, July 28:
- Justin Timberlake: The 20/20 Experi-
ence World Tour
- The Palace of Auburn Hills, 6:30 pm

August:

Friday, August 1:
- Kings of Leon: 2014 Mechanical Bull 
Tour
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Saturday, August 9:
- Dodge Presents: Mötley Crüe - The 
Final Tour with Alice Cooper
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Sunday, August 10:
- Under the Influence of Music Tour: 
Wiz Khalifa, Jeezy, Tyga, Ty Dolla $ign, 
Rich Homie Quan, Sage the Gemini, 
Iamsu!, DJ Drama, Mack Wilds
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 6:00 pm

Sunday, August 11:
- Katy Perry: The Prismatic World Tour 
with Kacey Musgraves
- The Palace of Auburn Hills, 7:00 pm

Sunday, August 17:
- Passenger- Whispers North American 
Tour 2014
- The Fillmore Detroit, 7:00 pm

Friday, August 22:
- Lady Antebellum: Take Me Downtown 
Tour
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Saturday, August 23:
- KISS and Def Leppard
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:00 pm

Saturday, August 30:
- Linkin Park: Carnivores Tour with 
Thirty Seconds to Mars, AFI
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 6:30 pm

Tuesday, September 9:
- Aerosmith: Let Rock Rule
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:30 pm

Sunday, August 21:
- Rewind Tour of 2014: Rascal Flatts 
with Sheryl Crow and Gloriana
- DTE Energy Music Theater, 7:30 pm

All information from ticketmaster.com

Summer 
Concerts
Claire Markley
Community Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com

   For the past several weeks, 
one distinct characteristic of 
many Birmingham lawns has 
been the staking of a sign per-
taining to the city’s library: a 
1927 slate-roofed gem located 
in the heart of downtown Bir-
mingham. 
   On Tuesday, May 6 Birming-
ham residents voted against 
the proposed $21.5 million 
dollar renovation of the Bald-
win Public Library, a project 
that would have demolished 
additions from the 60s and 
80s and replaced them with 
the continuation and restora-
tion of original 1920s archi-
tecture. 
   Other aspects of the proj-
ect would have included an 
improved youth area, a coffee 
café and more square footage. 
Total space after the renovation would have 
amounted to 56,600 square feet, an upgrade 
from its current 40,174, according to a plan 
overview by Ann Arbor—based architect 
Quinn Evans.
   A large divide was present in the city before 
election day, as one could hardly go more than 
a block without spotting differing views from 
neighbors. 

   After a grueling winter, warm weather is 
sure to ignite a bustle of activity in Birming-
ham. From the May 4 debut of the farmer’s 
market to Woodward’s Dream Cruise in 
August, the streets of downtown will soon 
debunk the age-old myth that summertime 
means the livin’ is easy. 
   The farmer’s market will be opened every 
Sunday from 9 am to 2 pm through October 
19, and is an excellent volunteer opportunity 
for Seaholm students looking to complete 
their health credit or simply give back to the 
community. 
   Another constant will be the summer music 
concerts at Shain Park on Wednesday nights 
from June 18 to August 13. The exciting line-
up can be viewed at: http://www.bhamgov.
org/summerconcerts/
June:
• 51st annual Birmingham Village Fair 
(May 29, 30, 31, June 1)
   Stop by Shain Park for a day of carnival 
thrills, games, prizes and food.  
• Battle of the Bands (June 13 at 7pm)
   Come support your friends at Shain Park 
for this showcase of talented young musicians 
from local high schools. 
• Birmingham Movie Night (June 20 at 
7:30 pm)
   Sing along to Disney’s Frozen at Booth Park. 
Bring pillows and blankets!
July:
• Day on the Town (July 26 from 9 am 
to 7 pm)
   Bargains in Birmingham can be a real trea-
sure hunt. But its biggest annual retail event 
closes streets and opens boutique doors, as 
stores display their merchandise outside 
August:
• Woodward Dream Cruise (August 16)
   You don’t have to go to a museum to see a 
Model-T or 50s Thunderbird. Woodward’s 
Dream Cruise is a thrilling showcase of fun 
and nostalgia for proud Detroiters, so get out 
your vintage ride—or camera—and hit the 
town.

    “The vote certainly stated very decisively 
where they stand on this issue,” library direc-
tor Doug Koschik said. “The building has 
issues, and we will continue to address them 
in a manner that is appropriate.”
   Strong opinions on the subject existed not 
only amongst neighbors but amongst stu-
dents.
   “I really don’t think that our library needs to 

Olivia Neilson
Staff Writer
oneilson.shshighlander@gmail.com

Birmingham Votes “No” on Library Expansion

Photo By McKenna Ross

Balwin Public Library entrance. The revovation would have restored older 
parts of the building as well as added new rooms.

be remodeled,” Seaholm ju-
nior Magnolia Landman said. 
“It just doesn’t make sense 
because $21.5 million dollars 
is a ton of money that could be 
spent elsewhere, considering 
the city wouldn’t even be get-
ting more books. They would 
only be re-doing a library that 
already looks fine.”
   “I would’ve wanted the vote 
to be yes only if the city was 
planning to make it like the 
Bloomfield Hills library,” 
Jenny Fisher said. “Because 
that one’s sweet.”
   Other students supported 
the costly renovation. 
   “The vote totally should have 
been yes,” anonymous said. 
“I can’t believe people are 
so stingy about improving a 
library.” 
    The structure was born in 
1871 as result of Martha Bald-
win’s insistence on a first class 

library for the town and has remained a strik-
ing showpiece of history and commemoration 
on West Merrill Street ever since. 
   “We are now holding discussions with the 
Birmingham City Hall, who owns the library,” 
Koschik said. “Any further action will have to 
be determined by the library board and the 

city commission.”

Birmingham Hometown Parade
Photos by McKenna Ross

Above: An orchestra performs for the audience. This was just one of the many musical acts 
for entertainment at the event.
Left: A juggler shows off his skills on the Diablo. He and others around the park juggled for 
an eager audience.
Below: Children race in a sack race. Games were scattered across Shain Park.
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Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowers.shshighlander@gmail.com

Reed My Lips: 
A Retrospective

Our time 
has run out. 
It’s time to 
say goodbye 
to watching 
Seaholm 
sports as 
a student. 
Soon, we will 

all move on from students 
to alumni. The final football 
games, basketball games, la-
crosse games, and everything 
in between have or will soon 
come to an end. 
   Over the course of a year 
and a half, I have written 
eight columns for the readers 
of this student-run news-
paper. I have truly enjoyed 
being able to write out my 
concerns and interests for the 
audiences that tune in and 
read for each issue.
   I came to you readers as a 
young, inexperienced, timid 
junior, unsure of the percep-
tion of my writing. Now, I am 
the confident writer whose 
words you are currently read-
ing. Being able to control my 
own recurring sports opinion 
column has been an experi-
ence I won’t soon forget. I 
have sincerely loved being 
able to write about what I 
choose for you readers for 
this past year and a half. 
   My first column was about 
the Maple Forest during in 
the winter of 2012-2013. 
After seeing the both positive 
and negative reactions from 
the student body, opinion 
writing became an instant 
passion of mine. Regarding 
the offence that the class of 
2015 felt from that column, I 
knew it would ignite you all 
and you would show up to the 
next basketball game in full-
force. It worked exactly how I 
wanted it to. 
   After causing some hoopla 
from my first issue, I decided 
I wanted to get people talking 
about my columns again. I 
wrote my next column about 
whether or not the girls cross 
country team deserved the 
title of state champions. They 
did. Not too much drama was 
caused from that story.
   I only wrote two columns 
last year. I decided I wanted 
to return to the Highlander 
for my senior year, but as a 
section editor rather than a 
staff writer. 
   Returning for my senior 
year as the sports editor left 
me even more freedom with 
my columns. I have written 
one each issue so far and it 
has been a lot of fun. I started 
off with a breakdown of the 
football team. That was nice 
because that team went on to 
have an amazing season, one 
for the books. 
   Next, I talked about the vol-
leyball team. That was one of 
my favorites I’ve ever written, 
mainly because I love volley-
ball, and the team was really 
good this year. Personally, I 
did not have very high hopes 
for the team this past year, 
even though the 2012 made a 
very far run into the play-
offs, but, the team pleasantly 
surprised me and brought in 
a solid crowd to most games. 
Volleyball was definitely top 
three in my favorite Seaholm 
sports to watch and partici-
pate with the Maple Forest. I 
will miss those games sorely. 
   I returned to football to 

discuss the homecoming 
game against Groves. This 
was a controversial game 
because both teams were 
undefeated, it was home-
coming, it was covered by 
the local news, and the 
winner would be crowned 
OAA Blue Champions. It 
was a brisk Friday October 
evening. A record 4,000+ 
people attended this game, 
and the home fans were not 
disappointed. The Maples 
took home the win and the 
second consecutive league 
championship. The celebra-
tion was immense.  
   I enjoyed writing this 
next column because it was 
actually an issue I had dealt 
with and experienced. My 
“stress or laziness” column 
touched on the conflicting 
finals/tryouts schedules. 
The reason I enjoyed writ-
ing this is because I felt a 
personal connection to the 
problem because baseball 
tryouts and second tri-
mester finals used to be on 
the same days and I never 
thought it was an issue 
dealing with both conflicts. 
I thought it was ridiculous 
that students would com-
plain about the overwhelm-
ing feeling of studying and 
worrying about perform-
ing well at tryouts. People 
should be able to manage 
their time better. 
   I decided to cover the 
dominant girls’ basketball 
team because they were 
an explosive team that 
would guarantee a game 
that would keep the crowd 
on the edge of their seats. 
Even though close to no-
body went to go watch the 
girls’ games, I found them 
incredibly entertaining to 
watch. This team often put 
of more points than the 
guys’ team. When I went 
with a couple of my friends, 
we would often get super 
involved in the cheering on 
and even though it was only 
about five of us, the Maple 
Forest was still lively. There 
were games where the 
Maples would win 64-62 
in the last minute, always 
an entertaining game while 
watching them. I thor-
oughly enjoyed being able 
to attend those games. 
   My most recent column 
was about March Mad-
ness. I enjoyed being able 
to write about that because 
I’m not usually t0o inter-
ested in college basketball, 
and writing that column let 
me dive into a new area of 
study. Paying a lot of atten-
tion into the March Mad-
ness tournament gave me 
a new experience and I will 
most likely be more inter-
ested in it from now on. 
   All those past columns 
have brought me here, to 
the end. Being able to write 
this column has been a key 
part of the enjoyment of not 
only my senior year, but my 
entire experience at Ernest 
W. 
   I don’t believe I will be 
continuing my journalism 
career any further past 
high school, so this may 
likely be my last newspaper 
publication. I appreciate 
the opportunity you readers 
have given me; this is some-
thing I will not soon forget. 
Thank you to all readers. 

“The season has been very up 
and down,” Coach Dan Drapal 
said. “We have struggled of-
fensively, but good defense 
has kept us in a lot of ball 
games.” 
   The team is now look-
ing forward to the League 
Championship, which they 
are very much in contention 
for according to Junior Jake 
McElroy. 
   The team has an 11-14 re-
cord overall and a 8-6 record 
in the league. 
   “As a team a standout game 
was our first game against 
Farmington Harrington,” Se-
nior Josh Leitman said. “We 
scored eight runs in one in-
ning to have a huge comeback 
and win the game.”
   The team is lead by senior 
captains Reed Powers, Alex 
Breeden, and Leitman. 
   “As a captain I’ve been try-
ing to keep the team motivat-
ed and in a positive mindset,” 
Leitman said.
    Powers, Breeden, and Leit-
man have a combined nine 
years on the Varsity team, al-
lowing them to lead the team 
according to McElroy. 
   “Josh, Reed, and Alex have 
done a great job in making 
sure we are up on the bench, 
and getting us motivated to 
play a full seven innings,” 
McElroy said. 
   The team is mostly Juniors 

and Seniors with a few un-
derclassmen joining the team 
this year. 
   “We are close,” Breeden 
said. “Everybody on the team 
gets along, and nobody puts 
themselves before the team.”
   The team strategy has 
focused around good baseball 
according to McElroy. 
   “It’s not all about striking 
out every batter or hitting 
home runs,” Drapal said. “It’s 
about always looking for a 
play to be made even when 
things aren’t going your way.”
   As Leagues grows nearer, 

Theresa Ross
Staff Writer
tross.shshighlander@gmail.com

the team is looking to finish 
strong.
      “As a team, we’ve been 
struggling to keep our bats 
alive,” Junior Alex Hackert 
said. “I’ve been seeing things 
heat up in recent games 
though.” 
   According to Drapal things 
started to heat up offensively 
against Berkley May 9th. 
   “We are trying to get some 
of our better offensive play-
ers from last year to get there 
timing back and finish strong 
heading into the state tourna-
ment,” Drapal said. 
   According to Leitman the 

team is looking to allow less 
walks and not as many errors 
in the field. 
   “On the pitching staff we 
try hard not to allow walks 
and free bases,” Hackert said. 
“Pitchers are able to trust 
their fielders to make the 
plays on any hit ball.” 
   With a renewed energy the 
team is looking with excite-
ment to a strong performance 
at Leagues. 
   “I believe Leagues can be 
ours with enough effort and 
focus in the upcoming final 
weeks of the season,” Hackert 
said.

Photo By Doug Pfaff

The baseball team gathers before the second game in a double header against Detroit Coun-
try Day. 

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
sponsored, content and production is student 
directed and not subject to prior review. Our aim is 
to provide an accurate report and a free exchange of 
viewpoints in relation to interests and concerns that 
affect the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room G107, 
Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
viewpoint of the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest editorials are 
welcomed. All such editorials and other features will 
be attributed to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes 
all opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback 
from the Seaholm community. We request all letters 
be sent to: tips@seaholmhighlander.com, delivered 
in person to room G107 or mailed to the following 
address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all letters for 
the sake of brevity. All letters must be attributed by 
name to be considered for publication. The final 
decision of whether the material is to be published 
will be left up to the editorial board.
Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may accept 
advertising. Acceptance or rejection of advertising 
is within purview of the publication staff, which 
may accept any ads except those for products 
or services that are illegal for all students. Ads 
for political candidates and ballot issues may be 
accepted; however the community is encouraged to 
solicit ads from all sides.
Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
Highlander is committed to covering all issues 
Objectively, without bias, with an acute attention to 
detail. Factual errors will be corrected for reader 
clarification in the following issue. If we have erred, 

Ernest W. Seaholm Highlander
please let us know.
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Baseball Team Hopes to Finish Well

   In Seaholm’s graduating 
class of 2014 there are twenty 
two people who will be com-
peting in a collegiate sport 
next year. Of those twenty 

two, two will be continue their 
lacrosse careers playing and 
rooming together at Albion 
College. Nick Vestevich, and 
Charlie Hermes.
   “I’m super excited to have 
the chance to continue to 
play, and room with Nick 
next year,” Hermes said. “I’ve 
become great friends with him 
in the past four years, and he’s 
an awesome teammate.”
   Hermes, a third year varsity 
player, and the captain for 
Birmingham plays attack, 
while Vestevich, also a third 
year varsity player, plays mid-
field. However, Hermes was 
recruited as a midfielder and 
will be switching to midfield 
next year.
   “I am more of a defensive 
midfielder, where as Charlie is 
more of an offensive midfield-
er” Vestevich said. “But since 
we’ve accepted our spots on 
the team, the coach has told 
us he’d like to see us possibly 
running on the same midfield 
line next year.”
   The two will join some fa-
miliar faces next year as they 
will be playing with Seaholm 

graduates Cameron Smyk 
(2012), and Cameron Clem-
ents (2013) again. All four of 
whom were on the 2012 Bir-
mingham Lacrosse Regional 
Championship team.
   So how did the two of them 
end up at Albion together, 
on the same sports team, 
as roommates? “I’ve always 
known I wanted to play 
lacrosse at the next level” 
Hermes said. “And when 
Albion offered me a spot I ac-
cepted right away, because it’s 
a great school, with good aca-
demics, and a good lacrosse 
team.”
   “I love playing lacrosse, and 
Albion seemed to be the per-
fect fit for me.” Vestevich said. 
“When I found out Charlie 
was going there too, it was 
almost immediately after that 
we decided to room together 

because we always have so 
much fun together.”
   The two of them have been 
playing together for years, 
and they are both excited to 
be able to continue their ca-
reer together, alongside each 
other on the field.  
   When asked, what advice do 
you have for underclassmen 
who share the same dream of 
playing lacrosse in college? 
Both responded, “Work hard, 
play hard.”

Chris Hill
Staff Writer
chill.shshighlander@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy Of Nick Veste-

vich

Senior midfielder Nick Veste-
vich warms up before a game 
earlier this season. 

Photo By Joann Hermes
Senior attack Charlie Hermes 
is guarded by a player during 
a game earlier this season. 

Senior Lax Players 
Continue Together



Sports 15wednesday, May 21, 2014 
the highlander 248.203.3803
www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com

Varsity Baseball
Record: 11-14
Last Game: @ West Bloomfield, L 6-4
Next Game: 5/23 @ Port Huron
Key Players: Alex Breeden, Josh Leitman
Quote: “It’s not all about striking out 
every batter or hitting home runs, it’s 
about always looking for a play to be 
made even when things aren’t going 
your way.” -Coach Dan Drapal

Varsity Boys’ Lacrosse
Record: 12-6
Last Game: @ Ann Arbor Skyline, W 8-6
Next Game: 5/23 home vs. Bloomfield 
Hills
Key Players: Charlie Hermes, Nick Veste-
vich
Quote: “I feel good about our season. 
We’ve been stressing the family aspect 
all year long and it’s really helped us 
when we find ourselves in our ruts.”
-Senior midfielder Casey Board

Varsity Girls’ Lacrosse
Record: 11-7

Last Game: Home v. DCD, W 13-0
Next Game: 5/21 @ v. Troy Athens
Key Players: Camille Yuhn, Jill Fischer
Quote: “At first we started off tje season 
pretty slowly and we didn’t really know 
what we were doing but now we’re play-
ing awesome. We’re on a great winning 
streak and we have the confidence and 
attitude that could win us a state champi-
onship.” Senior midfielder Emily Parke

JV Baseball
Record: 9-7-1
Last Game: home v. West Bloomfield, W 
5-2
Next Game: 5/19 Home v. North Farm-
ington
Key Players: Liam Neel, Jack Elliot
Quote: “It was a great learning experi-
ence.”
-Freshman centerfielder Andrew Wilt

Freshman Baseball
Record: 10-8
Last Game: Home v. Stoney Creek, W 
10-5
Next Game: 5/20 Home v. Bloomfield 
Hills
Key Players: Ben Nepa, Luke Hardig
Quote: “We’ve got a lot of talented guys 
on this team and we’ve got great team 

Key Players: Chase Lee, Cameron Bindi
Quote: “It was a quick season, but we 
got a lot done.”
-Sophomore midfielder Brody Liebler

JV Softball
Record: 10-14
Last Game: Home v. Royal Oak, W 7-1
Next Game: 5/19 home v. Groves
Key Players: Hannah Kelly, Mary 
Mitchem
Quote: “It was a lot of fun, it was dif-
ficult at times. We had our ups and our 
downs.”
-Freshman pitcher Hannah Kelly

chemistry, it’s just about finding a bal-
ance between having fun and being se-
rious.” Freshman catcher Chase Powers

Varsity Softball
Record: 16-7
Last Game: Home v. Detroit Renaissance, 
W 12-4
Next Game: 5/19 @ v. Groves
Key Players: Meghan Flynn, Riley Miller
Quote: “We really have gotten along bet-
ter this year and it has shown in the way 
we play.” 
-Senior thirdbasemen Meghan Flynn

JV Girls’ Lacrosse
Record: 14-3-1
Last Game: Home v. Marian, W 14-8
Next Game: (Season is over)
Key Players: Abbie Waechter, Bridget 
Sabbagh
Quote: “It was a great season and I’m so 
glad that I was able to be a part of such a 
fun and talented team.” 
-Sophomore center Rachel Rogers

JV Boys’ Lacrosse
Record: 6-8-1
Last Game: @ v. Ann Arbor Skyline, W 
12-3
Next Game: 5/19 home vs. Bloomfield 
Hills

Sports Briefs

Even before the school year 
begins, Seaholm’s “fall” sports 
season begins. This is to start 
the season earlier as well as to 
get the athletes ready for the 
season. Utilizing the weather 
helps extended the sports sea-
son before the weather gets 
too chilly.
   According to Seaholm ath-
letes, getting this time in the 
summer can be crucial.
   Beginning the season at the 
end of summer vacation has 
been beneficial to the teams. 
Seaholm sports teams take 
advantage of this time to be-
gin training early. 
   According to senior captain 
Kenji Johnston, the tennis 
players use this time to bond 
as a team while still getting in 
practice.
   “I like the idea of starting 
the season during the sum-

mer because it’s a great way 
to bond with your team and 
introduce the underclassmen 
to everyone before school 
starts,” Johnston said. 
   Kenji believes that begin-
ning the season in August and 
even having captain’s prac-
tices before then really helps 
kick-start the season. Extend-
ing the time frame allows time 
to play more matches. Espe-
cially in tennis the weather 
can interfere with playing, so 
adding this time in the begin-
ning leaves wiggle room.
   Starting the cross coun-
try season in August takes 
advantage of the nice running 
weather. In addition, school-
work does not interfere with 
running time. 
   “I like the [cross country] 
season starting in August. I 
think it’s helpful because the 
weather is nice, which is great 
for training,” junior Patrick 
O’Brien said. “I think it’s 
helpful also to get training in 

the summer while there is no 
stress from school.”
   The girl’s golf team takes 
full advantage of this perfect 
weather.
   “I am excited to start the 
golf season in August so I can 
be ready when the school year 
starts. Since we won states 
last year, we will be working 
hard this summer to keep our 
game up,” sophomore Cath-
erine Markley said. “It is help-
ful to start earlier so we know 
what we need to work on for 
the season.” 
   Markley also mentioned that 
not having school allows for 
more practice time because 
practices don’t have to be 
scheduled around school. 
Training in August is helpful 
for getting good practice in 
nice weather; however, Mark-
ley believes it doesn’t neces-
sarily prepare the golf team 
for fall weather.
   Running in August makes 

for a very long season for the 
cross country team.
   “It does get very hot in the 
summer which makes practice 
even more difficult than it 
normally is, but it strengthens 
us mentally and physically. 
It forces us to get in the habit 
of taking care of ourselves, 
like keeping hydrated,” senior 
captain Leah Lavigne said. 
“[Starting in August] leaves us 
with a very long season which 
can be hard on your body.”
   According to junior captain 
Heather Lee, starting early 
not only helps the team bond, 
but the freshmen feel very 
assimilated into the Seaholm 
community. 
   “It is always fun to see how 
the incoming freshmen are 
and how they can contrib-
ute to the team,” Lee said. 
“Although the practices and 
courses are tough, the team 
and outcome is very worth it.”
   However, indoor sports do 

not need to worry about the 
weather aspects of training in 
the summer.
   Junior Connor Perry talks 
about how the water polo 
season has a positive effect on 
the polo team’s play as well 
as Perry’s individual attitude 
toward the sport.
   “I love [starting the sea-
son in August]. It gives me a 
reason to get up, get in shape, 
and play a sport I absolutely 
adore,” Perry said. “It makes 
the season of my favorite 
sport longer, and it gives the 
team more time to get back in 
the swing of things before the 
games that actually make a 
difference begin.”
   Senior Melissa Shiner also 
explains how starting the 
swim season in August is ben-
eficial to the team’s success. 
   “It’s great to start the season 
so early because you’re in 
great shape by the first meet,” 
Shiner said. “Although the 
practices are tiring, they are 

worth it in the long run.”
   The volleyball season’s early 
start is very important to the 
team. Whether it is competing 
in tournaments or bonding 
with their teammates, getting 
together before the school 
year is necessary.
   “Starting in August can take 
away from the end of the sum-
mer, but we have to because 
we usually have games and 
tournaments either on week-
ends leading up to the start 
of school or that first week,” 
junior Natalie Nepa said. “It’s 
good because the sooner we 
start playing together the 
better and the more we bond. 
I think for a sport like vol-
leyball it’s important to start 
playing together early.” 
   The fall sports season is a 
great time of year, and start-
ing the sports in the month 
of August is critical to teams’ 
chemistry and performances 
throughout their seasons. Go 
Maples!

Claire Markley
Community Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com
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Labina is most excited for traveling around the country with her 
team, intense practices and workouts, and just the overall com-
petitive atmosphere of a division 1 university.The coaches, train-
ers, facilities, and players at WMU were devoted to the success 
of their team, contributing to a competitive athletic environment 
that she knew she wanted to be a part of. Her fondest memory 
was when the team won the state title in 2012. 

Labina Petrovska 
Tennis, Western Michigan University 

“My coaches and teammates have not only helped me develop as a player, but 
as a teammate and a student-athlete. I don’t know where I would be without my 
teammates.”

Savannah is very excited to be a part of a top ranked equestrian team 
in the IHSA. She hopes to help the team compete at Nationals all four 
years and as an individual as well. Savannah was deciding between 
Cazenovia and different schools in New Jersey, but the deciding factor 
for her were the coaches. Her fondest memory of her past with riding 
was this past year in Ocala, Florida where she reached a long time goal 
of hers.

Savannah Mannes
Equestrian, Cazenovia College

“Through all the experiences and opportunities I’ve been given one hope to put 
the knowledge I’ve gained toward the team and be the best I can possibly be for 
them.”

The NCAA said that all Division I athletes get free snacks 
whenever. That is what Matt Almeranti is most excited for. 
Matt is also excited because DePaul finished second in the 
Big East this year, with their incoming Freshmen class they 
believe they can win a title next year. Matt chose DePaul be-
cause the atmosphere around him, Chicago, is something that 
he is looking forward to. There are not a lot of memories that 
remain fond to Matt throughout his career but he remarks 
that running only brings upon vomiting and pain.

Matt Almeranti
Track, DePaul University 

“I don’t like silver.”

Karl Marback is looking forward to be able to play in front of around 
65,000 people for the Yale vs. Harvard football game next year. Karl 
is also excited to play against the Army football team. Karl chose Yale 
because it offers a great education, the football team is on the rise 
with a new head coach, their housing system and dorms are amazing 
and all the players, students and staff are nice and helpful to new stu-
dents. Karl most cherished memory was having played with a lot of 
the guys on the football team for as many as eight years, he is proud 
to have made such a strong community of players. 

Karl Marback
Yale, Football

“I look forward to playing at the next level, but nothing will ever compare to 
my experience playing at Seaholm with my friends and brothers on the football 
team.”

Bryce Shanaman is looking forward to all the new people he 
will meet, from everyone he will meet through school and 
around campus, to all of his teammates for the next seasons. 
Bryce chose Otterbein because it was the perfect combination 
of good academics, a good lacrosse team, a beautiful campus 
and a sublime campus life outside of classes/sports. Bryce’s 
fondest memory of Seaholm sports is when the BU Lacrosse 
team won the regional championship back in 2012, his sopho-
more year.

Bryce Shanaman 
Lacrosse, Otterbein University

“Lacrosse has opened many doors for me and has gotten me some great friends 
and gave me many opportunities to experience some great things.”

Leo Kelly is very excited to be able to continue his competitive 
baseball career into college. Leo decided on Rochester Col-
lege because it was the most convenient location, they had the 
most interest and the best offer for Leo. Leo’s most cherished 
memory was playing so well as a group in Cincinnati, Ohio 
during spring break of the 2013 season. The team went 4-1 
during the break whereas they went 0-5 the year before.

Leo Kelly 
Baseball, Rochester College

“I hope the next few years will be fun, experiential and open some doors in my 
life.”

Riley Miller
Softball, University of Michigan Dearborn

Riley is most excited for the opportunity to play with a lot of 
talented players she knows through travel ball that she only 
got to experience and play with in the summer. She decided 
on U of M Dearborn because she found the opportunity to get 
a great education while continuing to play softball at a high 
level with talented players and a great coach, it was everything 
she was looking for during the recruiting process. Her most 
cherished moment was during her sophomore year at the 
Michigan Stars tournament, winning the 2nd flight with an 
unforgettable team and group of seniors.

“I’ll miss not playing with some long time teammates, but I can’t wait to play at 
the next level with some of my friends from travel softball.”

Allie is most excited to stay in shape, experience new team-
mates and start her training in nursing school. She decided 
on Kennessaw because she loved the nursing program and the 
campus in general. She also loved the new lacrosse program, 
so she could actually make an impact as a freshman. Allie’s 
fondest memory with Seaholm sports is the strong friendships 
and leadership skills she has gained over the past four years. 

Allie Wright
Lacrosse, Kennesaw State University 

“I’m proud of the progress BW Lax has made over my four years and all the 
accomplishments we have achieved. I will continue to use my skills I’ve learned 
and make BW Lax proud as I play throughout college.”

Danielle Bentzley is most excited for being on her own and expe-
riencing adult life for the first time away from home. She is also 
excited to meet new people and make new friends who are also expe-
riencing freedom for the first time. Danielle chose Easterm primarily 
because of the financial aid they offered her, it made the decision a 
lot easier. Danielle’s fondest memory is running and training along-
side her close friend Rachel Dadamio. 

Danielle Bentzley
Cross Country/Track, Eastern Michigan University

“Running at Seaholm the past four years has been a great experience. I’m excited 
to continue running competitively in a completely different environment.”

Nick Vestevich
Lacrosse, Albion College

“Go Brits!”

Darshae will be going to the College of the Desert next year 
to play football. He is most excited to be able to play football 
for another four years, rather than having to give it up now. 
Darshae decided on this school because it was “the right fit 
for me education and sports wise.” Darshae says that his most 
cherished memory from Seaholm football is the first round 
playoff game this year against Southfield where the team made 
an enormous comeback to win the game.

Darshae Edwards
Football, College of the Desert

“This is an opportunity to make my dreams come true.”

Kerry Mott is most excited about going to play college football 
for two more years and getting a fine education at the College 
of the Desert. Kerry decided on this school through his family 
and friends and the influence they had on him. The weather 
out in California is also something Kerry is looking forward to. 
Kerry’s fondest memory of Seaholm football is just hanging 
out with the players and building friendships with all of his 
teammates.

Kerry Mott
Football, College of the Desert

Jen Kendall is most excited to continue both her athletic and 
academic career. It has always been a dream of hers to play 
college soccer and she is excited to be able to take her skills 
to the next level. She decided on Colorado School of Mines 
because of their academic and athletic reputations. They 
are a great engineering school and have a renowned soccer 
program. Jen’s fondest Seaholm soccer moments were mak-
ing varsity her freshman year with her fellow commit, JBess 
Ruby, and also finally beating Groves (3-0) this year.

Jen Kendall
Soccer, Colorado College of Mines

“These are the moments we remember about high school, Seaholm soccer has 
paved the way for my future. My advice, step out onto that field and play every 
moment like it’s your last.”

Dominic Serpien is most excited just to be able to play more 
competitive football at the next level, and not have to stop playing. 
Dominic chose Concordia Chicago because he loved the campus 
and the surrounding city of Chicago. Dominic’s fondest memory of 
Seaholm sports is making memories with his close friends on and 
off the football field.

Dominic Serpien 
Football, Concordia College Chicago

It is not enough for me to fail, I must bring other down with me.”

Josh Smith is excited for a lot of aspects about next year, but 
is most excited for the freedom and lack of household chores 
and responsibilities, along with the fact that he will be able 
to experience living with a group of men, rather than just his 
mom and sister at home. Josh decided on his school because 
he said it meant a lot to his mom for him to go to Hope. Josh 
said his most cherished memory will be defeating Southfield 
in the first round of the playoffs in the 2013 season and being 
able to celebrate with his close friends afterwards.

Josh Smith
Football, Hope College

“I’m going D3 for a year with these weak kids, I’m already stronger and faster 
than a lot of these kids, even the older players. All I can say is: Look for me in the 
League. I gotta stay chill and keep grinding and I’ll get there, hard work pays off.”

JBess Ruby is most excited to start over and experience new 
things in life. She also can’t wait to play soccer at the next 
level. JBess chose Evansville even though she was looking at 
a different school. Evansville offered JBess the better option 
financially, and she also fell in love with the campus and the 
team. JBess’ fondest moment is playing soccer at the varsity 
level her freshman year with Jen Kendall.

JBess Ruby
Soccer, University of Evansville

“These past four years have gone by so fast, all I can say is enjoy it while it lasts 
and play your heart out every single second.”

Nick is most excited for meeting and becoming close with the 
entire Albion Lacrosse team next year and also meeting new 
people in general. He is also excited to being roommates with 
his close personal friend Charlie Hermes, who is also play-
ing lacrosse there. Nick decided on Albion because he liked 
the small atmosphere and the idea of building relationships 
with a lot of people instead of the big environment at State or 
Michigan. Nick has a lot of memories throughout his athletic 
career at Seaholm, but his fondest is building strong relation-
ships with his teammates.

Charlie Hermes is most excited to experience a new academic 
and athletic level, he is thankful that he is able to continue his 
time with competitive lacrosse into college. Charlie was decid-
ing between a couple different schools, but he chose Albion 
because of its academic rigor, lacrosse jus being a bonus to the 
experience. Charlie has a lot of dear memories, but the ones he 
will remember most are the spring break trips he took with the 
team to Hilton Head, South Carolina.

“The last four years of BU Lacrosse have been great and it will be sad to have it 
end, but I am excited for another four years with a new team.”

“Just keep moving forward. If you had a bad day just think about what you can do 
to make the next day better. Never put yourself down.”

Charlie Hermes
Lacrosse, Albion College

Jack Mentag
Football, Ohio Northern University

Jack Mentag is most excited to live on his own next year and grow as a 
student, person, and athlete. Jack chose Ohio Northern because it had 
the nicest campus, offered him the most money, a winning program, 
and his preferred major. With all those factors, Ohio Northern was a 
no-brainer to him. Jack’s fondest Seaholm football memory was beat-
ing Southfield in the first round of the 2013 playoffs.

“I’m going to miss playing football with some of my best friends, but also ex-
tremely excited to continue playing football at the next level.”


	PAGE 01 Front Page FINAL 
	Page 02 - News
	Page 03-NewsFINAL
	Page 4 Opinion
	Page 05 Opinion
	Page 6 Opinion
	Page 07 - Student Life FINAL
	Page 08-indepth
	Page 09- Torch
	Page 10-11 College Map FINAL
	Page 12- Editors Page
	Page 13 Community
	Page 14 Sports Final
	Page 15 Sports Final
	Page 16 Sports College Commits Final

