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For extended coverage on Seaholm’s reaction to racism, see Page 4.

   In a powerful display of commu-
nity solidarity, Seaholm students took 
a stand to counteract the recent out-
bursts of hate by promoting messages 
of diversity and mutual respect.
   In an early Monday morning assem-
bly, a small, motivated group of stu-
dents implored a crowded gymnasium 
of their classmates to set a positive ex-
ample. The assembly was organized by 
the extracurricular club Birmingham 
Voice. Facilitated by teacher Robin 
Moten, the club hopes to give racial 

issues in the community a new avenue 
for dialogue. 
   “It’s supposed to be about the rest of 
us taking control.” Moten said. “Who-
ever did that stuff, let them be caught. 
Whatever happens to them happens to 
them.  I want the rest of the school to 
stand up and figure out what it means 
to be a Maple.”
   Originally the administration had 
planned to only facilitate classroom dis-
cussions on diversity. However, students 
approached Principal Terry Piper with 
the request to do something more.
   “Students who are part of the Birming-
ham Voice approached me and said that 

they wanted to do an assembly,” Piper 
said. “They wanted an opportunity 
to create unity amongst the student 
population.”
     Junior Timmy Christensen was one 
of the Birmingham Voice students 
spearheading the event, which was be-
ing held specifically to address the ra-
cial graffiti and subsequent notes that 
targeted both faculty and students.
   “Our goal is to influence as many 
people as we can,” Christensen said. 
“We’re going for the bystanders, the 
people on the fence. We’re going for 

   At the April 25 Birmingham Public Schools (BPS) 
Legislative Forum, the Birmingham community made 
one thing clear: they do not want any more cuts to their 
children’s education.
   Person after person stood up and voiced their opinions 
to a panel of Michigan congressmen that featured State 
Senators John Pappageorge (R) and Vincent Gregory 
(D) and Representatives Chuck Moss (District 40, Bir-
mingham- R), Lisa Brown (District 39, West Bloom-
field- D), and Rudy Hobbs (District 35, Southfield- D).
   The purpose of the forum was to both educate the 
community about Gov. Rick Snyder’s State of Education 
Act and to gather feedback.
   Snyder’s proposed budget calls for cuts to public educa-
tion funding by nearly $300 per student, in addition to 
the already-planned cut of $170 per pupil, as planned by 
the Granholm administration. 
   In total, according to a March 23 email BPS Superin-
tendent Dr. David Larson sent to district staff, this $470 
per student cut will take away $900 million from public 
school districts. 
    Larson, along with teachers and educators from across 
the district and state, has been critical of the governor’s 
proposed budget.
     If passed, these cuts would increase the district’s ex-
pected $5 million deficit for the 2011-2012 school year 
to $7.7 million.
    “I’m not sure [the Board of Education] heard anything 
new, but it was a chance for the community to ask ques-
tions and for the legislatures to hear from community 
members to know what some of their concerns were,” 
BPS Spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson said.
   Wilkinson considered the forum a success.
   “I think it was important that the legislatures knew 
[the importance to the community] from the number of 
people who were there,” Wilkinson said. “We had a very 
healthy turnout. People asked good questions. I think 
they know how seriously people take this issue of public 
education funding.”
   BPS Board of Education Vice President Susan Hill also 
noted the attendance. Roughly 90 percent of Seaholm’s 
auditorium was completely filled with students, par-
ents, teachers, school board members, and various other 
members of the Birmingham community.
    “What was so amazing to me tonight was how full 
this auditorium was,” Hill said. “[The School Board] has 
spent a lot of time talking to [the panel members]. They 
hear from us all the time, but they don’t hear from the 
however many hundred people who were in this audito-
rium. So that was amazing.”
   Despite the large number of attendees, Hill was not 
fully satisfied with the rest of the evening.
   “I had my questions answered, but I’m not sure my 
concerns are going to ultimately be addressed,” Hill said. 
“I heard what I wanted to hear from some of the repre-
sentatives and some of the senators, but I think at the 
end of the day, we’re not going to get what we need to 
get help.”
   Junior Rebecca Rosen agreed.
   “I feel like a lot of frustration was generated from the 
five people up on the table and not a lot of solutions,” 
Rosen said. “There were just a lot of blame games and 
denial going on.”
   Rosen said she knew the representatives were attempt-
ing to find solutions.
   “I think that they’re trying to generate hope, [but] the 
representatives were not necessarily upholding what they 
could be doing,” Rosen said. “I thought it lacked prom-
ise for the future and hope as to what people can do. 
Personally, I thought that talking to the representatives 
wasn’t doing anything good. I though it wasn’t changing 
anything.”
   A common theme at the meeting was support for Bir-
mingham teachers.
   “I love hearing the audience’s questions, and I love the 
support of teachers that I heard,” Hill said. “That was 
very meaningful to me to hear that. I loved to hear [con-
cerns] articulated in a passionate way from the people 
who can actually cast a vote. To me that was really, really 
important to hear.”
   Rosen was also encouraged by the approval of teachers, 
especially since she intends to become a teacher herself.
   “A lot of people were really passionate about the teach-
ers, which I thought was really great,” Rosen said. “I 
thought it was exciting knowing that people in Birming-
ham care about their teachers.”
   Some alternatives to the reform have also been con-
sidered.
   “There have been different things that have come out 
of Lansing last week,” Wilkinson said. “It includes a low-
er reduction. But none of it has gone forward and been 
approved. So we still are waiting.”
   Larson argues that higher education has other means to 
increase money for their expenses.
   “Community colleges and universities are critical to 
our state,” Larson said in a March 23 e-mail. “However, 
they have additional ways to raise funds through mile-
ages and tuition increases. Local public school districts 
do not have these options. Most districts will see even 
greater cuts due to the state mandated costs for retire-
ment. Governor Snyder’s budget proposal will have a 
devastating effect on public education in our state.”

Counselor uses blog to share daughter’s story

School board, 
state reps
discuss budget 
Natalie Wright
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Freshman Alex Breeden participates in the student-run assembly put on by the Birmingham Voice on Monday, May 2nd.                 Photo by Sidney Krandall.

Speaking Out

SEE Assembly / Pg. 4

   On March 22, 2011, counselor Brian Flatter’s wife 
Lindsay gave birth to a girl named Delaney Rose.   Three 
and a half weeks later Delaney was diagnosed with three 
heart defects. The defects and the ensuing surgeries 
caused irreversible brain damage, and Delaney now has 
to live under constant hospice care. But Flatter, his wife, 
and Seaholm are not giving up. 
   Flatter’s sister-in-law Kelli created a blog (delaneyrose-
fund.blogspot.com) to inform the public of Delaney’s 
progress, and a fund for those who want help in Del-
aney’s fight. 
    “[The blog] gives information, knowledge, feelings to 
loved ones, a day to day outlook and summary of [Del-
aney’s] conditions, and how [Flatter and his family] are 
feeling the moment,” Seaholm counselor Rebecca Ros-
sen said. “He updates [the situation] on Facebook which 
is copied to the blog. All of it is public.”
   The blog features pages on updates, back story, how to 
contact the Flatters, and how to help.
    “It’s a good way to bring people to the same place,” 
Rossen said. 
   Flatter was originally compelled to update everyone 
of his daughter’s situation when she was first rushed to 
the hospital. 
    “The idea for the blog came out of a natural progres-
sion of updates on Facebook,” Flatter said. “During the 
stress and uncertainty while we were at Children’s Hos-
pital [where Delaney’s heart defects were taken care of] I 
was compelled to update my friends in order to garner as 
much support as we could. We were so scared and over-
whelmed with fear, I just felt compelled to reach out. 
A normal status update couldn’t possibly capture all of 

Sam Katskee
Staff Writer
Skatskee@seaholmhighlander.com

what we were facing so I started typing Facebook Notes.”
   Kelli thought of the idea of a blog to make it easier to 
inform everyone of what was happening and set up a 
fund. She used Blogger and PayPal to create the website.
    “Social networking the way it is, we had over 3000 hits 
in the first 24 hours,” Flatter said. 
   Flatter constantly updates the site and recognizes how 
important his posts are.
    “Daily, without fail, I have an update,” Flatter said. 
“It’s somewhat therapeutic for me, but there’s something 
more to it. To be more descriptive, my updates serve as 
a means for people to have a little window into our fam-
ily.”
   To donate to the fund, a PayPal account must be set 
up, but there are several other ways in which anyone can 
help Flatter and his family. 

    “The faculty and staff started a collection,” 
Rossen said. “Every little bit helps.”
   Take Them a Meal is another way to offer sup-
port. Because the Flatter’s have to be at home 
taking care of Delaney 24/7, they do not have 
time to go the grocery store. Take Them a Meal 
is a program that offers a schedule where people 
can sign up to bring the family a meal at their 
home. It can be found on the blog. 
    “[You can give] whatever the family needs,” 
Rossen said. 
   Although the local community has been ac-
commodating, support is not limited to the Bir-
mingham area. 
    “[There’s been] support from all over the 
world,” Rossen said. “It’s so inspirational. The 
months she’s been alive she’s impacted so many 
people.” 

    “We have Buddhist Monks chanting for our 
daughter,” Flatter said. “Notre Dame has her on 
their prayer list. Churches all over the country are 

joining in. I’m told we have 1,000 Catholic Sisters pray-
ing for her.” 
   Flatter is optimistic about Delaney’s condition, and is 
more than grateful for the support and prayers. 
    “Even if it were just a handful of close friends and 
families, I would want our supporters to know that we 
believe in what they are doing,” Flatter said. “As you’ll 
find out as you read the blog and keep up with develop-
ments, the prayers are paying off. Our sweet Delaney has 
made some improvements each day. She’s fragile right 
now, but yet so strong and such a fighter. We could have 
lost her many times over the last two and half weeks, but 
she’s still here and wants to be a part of our family. So 
with every update, I want people to know...I am rallying 
the troops!”

Brian Flatter writes daily blog posts detailing his daughter’s prog-
ress as she battles brain damage. Photo courtesty of Flatter family
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   Derby eighth grader Rachel Meso walked into school on 
Wednesday April 20 expecting, as always, to see students 
and teachers. Instead, she was surprised to find some unfa-
miliar faces in the crowd. 
   “I saw policeman, three to be exact, around the school,” 
Meso said. 
   According to Derby Principal Deborah Hubbell, three 
police cars, each containing two officers, were parked in 
the front of the school. A bomb sniffing dog was on site 
as well. 
   The officers were there due to a bomb threat written in a 
bathroom discovered around 6 p.m. the night before. The 
threat was discovered by a custodian, who immediately 
notified Hubbell. 
   Hubbell said she was shocked something like this would 
happen and went right into problem-solving mode to keep 
her students safe. 
   “We called the police because it’s really not my judgment 
to decide whether it’s real,” Hubbell said. 
   Administrators made the decision to have school the fol-
lowing day after evaluating the threat and determining it 
was not legitimate. Hubbell also sent out an e-mail to all 
parents explaining what had happened.
   “My father got an e-mail and he told me about it,” Meso 
said. “That’s how I found out.” 
   Police searched the school that night and did anoth-
er sweep around the school before they let students in 
Wednesday morning.

   “I felt safer with the cops there,” Meso said. 
   Hubbell and a number of other staff members waited 
in the lobby to keep the students calm and make sure 
they knew what was going on. Hubbell also made an an-
nouncement after the police left. 
   According to Hubbell, the person responsible will face 
both a ten-day suspension and could face criminal pros-
ecution. 
   To make sure that a similar incident doesn’t happen 
again, Derby is having talks during their homeroom pe-
riod to stress the seriousness of bomb threats.  
   Meso said that the school handled the situation calmly, 
but she is still concerned.
   “No one at school was too freaked out,” Meso said. “I 
feel very insecure about my surroundings when someone 
is pulling this nonsense.”
   Meso texted her father throughout the day to keep him 
updated on the situation. She also asked him if he could 
pick her up from school early. In the end she stayed at 
school. 
   “[I asked him,] because even though I felt safe, I would 
rather be a home, where there are no bomb threats,” Meso 
said. 
   Senior Jim LaFave has a brother who is in eighth grade 
and was there the day of the threat. 
   “My brother told me that there was police at Derby,” 
LaFave said. “When I asked him why, he said there was a 
bomb threat.” 
   LaFave said he was not overly concerned about his broth-
er’s safety.
   “I feel like there’s a lot of bomb threats,” LaFave said. “So 
I feel like it’s not too big of a deal, I think it’s a joke.” 

248-433-0800
ORDER ONLINE:  at paparomanos.com
At the corner of Maple & Cranbrook

Hey clubs: call and ask us about or Seaholm group specials

Lunch Combo #1
-2 slices of pizza
- 12 oz can of pop

Lunch Combo #2
- 1/2 order mostaccioli
-  12 oz can of pop

$5
Lunch Combo #3
-1 Bambino, 1 topping pizza
-12 oz can of pop

$5

$5
$5 Lunch Combo #4

-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
- 12 oz can of pop

Just 5 minutes 
away for $5!

School Specials
+ tax

+ tax

+ tax

+ tax
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In the Seaholm 
auditorium and 

G hallway

   For Seaholm students concerned about recent dis-
plays of hatred and intolerance at their school, the Flex 
Holocaust Memorial Conference will provide a chill-
ing example of what can happen when these forces go 
unchecked.
   Flex’s day-long conference examines the Holocaust from 
a variety of different perspectives: historically, through art 
and music, and in comparison to other genocides. 
   All other student perspectives are welcomed, as student 
discussions and breakout sessions ensure that everyone’s 
voice can be heard.
   The conference is dedicated to remembering not only 
the Holocaust but all human atrocities. 
   “We’re having a conference on the nature of evil, focus-
ing on the Holocaust,” said Flex teacher Peter Shaheen, 
who hopes the conference will “create a greater sense of 
agency to give students more control and more power in 
their lives.”
   Emma Davis is one of five student producers of the 
event, with Brandon Wiseman, Marisa Xheka, Kristen 
Thut, and Zach Miller. She sees the conference as an op-
portunity to increase student knowledge and conscious-
ness. “If we look at these genocides and dissect them, see 
the major factors, we can create awareness of what evil 
men can do,” said Davis.
   The event will feature two keynote speakers, Rabbi Josh 
Bennett of Temple Israel and Dr. Ken Waltzer of Michi-

gan State University. The first keynote speaker will be fol-
lowed by student breakout sessions, student presentations, 
guest speakers from around the community, and student 
art and poetry. The second keynote speaker will present at 
the end of the event.
   Davis said there’s a lot to look forward to in the student 
and guest presentations. 
   “[Miriam Brysk] is presenting on the Holocaust solely 
through the perspective of art,” said Davis.  “She’s pub-
lishing a book [on the topic].”
   Student presentation topics include “Armed resistance,” 
“Medical and scientific research performed on victims of 
the Holocaust,” and “History on Hitler.”
   “There’ll be a lot of activities for everyone, and it’s a 
chance to get up out there, to get your voice out there,” 
said producer Marisa Xheka. “It’ll be a great day to learn 
about something we should all remember.”
   Flex’s focus on the Holocaust is part of a larger unit on 
genocide and humanity. Flex students have been studying 
the Holocaust as well as other genocides, including the 
Armenian and Rwandan genocides.
   “This tri in Flex we’ve been studying genocides, and 
asking what were the factors that caused genocides, and 
there’s this recurring theme that we don’t recognize that 
there’s a genocide until after it’s happened,” said Davis. 
   To Davis, this provides perhaps the most important 
cause for the conference. 
“If we can apply this, acknowledge it as a world, maybe 
we can prevent it in the future,” Davis said.

Natalie Collins
Staff Writer
Ncollins@seaholmhighlander.com

Flex students “Remember”

Derby receives bomb threat
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   On April 11, Seaholm’s cafeteria became the first in 
Oakland County to offer a gluten-free lunch menu. The 
cafeteria is now serving salads without croutons and 
flour-based dressings, as well as gluten-free wraps for deli 
sandwiches.
   “We established that there were some people who need-
ed gluten-free options in the cafeteria,” registered dieti-
cian and Sodexho employee Samantha Mozdzierz said.
   Sodexho and Birmingham Public schools have been 
working on this project for about two months, and de-
cided to kick it off this year due to the growing need for 
gluten-free food in the Birmingham community.
   Sodexho and BPS staff members figured a good starting 

point would be to implement the gluten-free menu at 
Seaholm first and see how students and faculty respond.
   “We’re piloting a gluten-free menu at Seaholm, just to 
see if people are interested in it and if people will buy it,” 
Mozdzierz said.

“We established that there were 
some people who needed 

gluten-free options 
in the cafeteria.”

Samantha Mozdzierz
Dietician and Sodexho employee

Taylor Wyllie
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Cafeteria first in 
county to switch 
to gluten-free

   Sophomore Sara Uhlenbecker was looking forward to 
driving herself to and from midnight movie premieres 
and late meals. Her plans, however, have been cut short 
by a new law which increases the restrictions on drivers 
with level two graduated driver’s licenses.
   On March 30, new laws concerning Michigan’s 
graduated driver’s licensing (GDL) guidelines went into 
effect. According to www.michigan.gov/sos, the new 
restrictions limit level two drivers – teenage drivers of 
at least 16 years of age who have successfully completed 
both segments of driver’s education and passed a driving 
skills test – to one unrelated passenger under 21 years 
old unless driving to or from school or a school-spon-
sored event. The changes also move the start of the cur-
few from 12 a.m. to 10 p.m. unless driving to or from 
employment. The new laws do not apply to holders of 
level one or level three graduated licenses.
   However, while the changes began on March 30, it 
could take a while longer for true enforcement to be-
gin. According to Head of the Bloomfield Hills Police 
Traffic Bureau Officer Lyle Fleischmann, enforcement 
by Bloomfield Hills police officers does not begin un-
til after the force’s quarterly briefing from the Oakland 
County Prosecutor’s Office. 
   “At that time we would go ahead and everybody would 
be advised and then we could enforce it,” Fleischmann 
said. “It wouldn’t begin until we were all up to speed.” 
   AAA Michigan spokesperson Nancy Cain said despite 
the possibility of an enforcement delay, teen drivers 
should not take advantage of it. 

Sarah Levett
Staff Writer
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   “In years past, when we started our seatbelt law, there 
may have been a time when people had a grace period, 
but I wouldn’t count on it [now],” Cain said. “I think any 
teen driver should plan, beginning March 30, to follow 
these new rules just to be on the safe side, because it is 
the law.”
   Cain’s words may fall on deaf ears. 
   “I probably won’t follow the law,” senior Jane Smith* 
said. 
   Sophomore Anastasiya Tsuker, too, said that she does 
not plan on following the new law.
   “I definitely don’t think I would follow the curfew rule,” 
Tsuker said. “I would probably stay out much later.”
      Junior Courtney Rogers believes the new curfew is not 
necessarily appropriate for older teens.
   “I have stuff to do after [10] and I feel like I’m mature 
enough to stay out late if I have [parental] permission,” 
Rogers, 17, said.
   For some students, including Rogers and Smith, the 
restriction on the number of passengers in the car is not 
as frustrating as the new curfew.
   “What if you go to a movie at eight?” sophomore Jor-
dan Lenington said. “It won’t be done until 10:30 – may-
be – and then you won’t get home until like 11. So it’s a 
really dumb curfew law.”
   Cain believes there is a clear benefit to the new curfew 
should teens truly follow it. 
   “It’ll get [new teen drivers] off the road at that more 
dangerous time,” Cain said. “After experience you can 
certainly do these things – drive 24 hours, have passen-
gers – but at the beginning when you’re learning, it’s good 
just to have some graduated steps that you can take.”
      According to Cain, the restriction on passengers is also 

beneficial to teens.
   “The new teen driver has more time to concentrate on 
the task of learning to drive and being a good driver,” 
Cain said. 
   The penalties may be more of a motivator for adher-
ence than anything else.
   “A violation of that level two restriction under this 
new program is a civil infraction [which can] result in 
two points on a teen’s driving license,” Cain said. “And 
then what happens if the teen does get the civil infrac-
tion is that the teen has to spend 12 months in the level 
two licensing and then they have to go appear for a 
reexamination, with a possible license suspension or ad-
ditional restrictions.”
   Although Michigan State Police Sergeant Michael 
Church said the statute does not define school-sanc-
tioned events, driving to lunch may not qualify.
   “I’ve been telling [police officers] to be very broad 
with the school-sanctioned events,” Church said. 
“About the only exception that I make is I do not be-
lieve that school lunches fall under that exemption, 
the reason being you’re not driving to or from school, 
you’re driving during school.”
   Initiating a traffic stop for a possible violation is also 
up to the discretion of the officer. According to Church, 
the statute is what is considered “primary enforcement” 
– that is, a driver can be pulled over for a violation of 
the statute alone. However, the officer must have “rea-
sonable suspicion” that a violation is occurring. 
   “In most cases I wouldn’t think looking underage 
would be enough,” Church said. “You’d have to look 
substantially underage for the officer to make a traffic 
stop.”

Michigan’s new driving laws 
affect students under 17

Budget cont. from Page 1
  At the end of the evening, the panel told the audience 
whether they intend to vote for or against Snyder’s re-
form.
   “Out of [the panel members] we had two representa-
tives and one senator who are going to oppose the cuts, 
and one senator and one representative who support the 
governor’s plan,” said. “So obviously there is a lot of dis-
cussion still going on in Lansing, which means that this is 
not a done deal by any means. There will continue to be a 
lot of discussion between the House and Senate.”
   The two Republicans on the panel (Moss and Pappa-
george) support Snyder’s proposed cuts. The three Demo-
crats (Gregory, Brown, and Hobbs) do not.
   School districts are not the only ones resisting Snyder’s 
proposal.
   “We’ve always had 15 separate budgets,” Brown said. 
“So there was one for K-12, there was one for commu-
nity colleges, there was one for Higher Education- four 
year universities- and there was one for the Department 
of Education. The Governor did the budgets differently 
than they have ever been done before. He really made 

two big budgets.”
   By condensing the categories of state spending, Brown 
believes that Snyder is not doing Michigan any good.
   “[Snyder] took anything related to education and he 
put them all into one big budget,” Brown said. “Then 
he took all the other funding and put them all into one 
big budget. He took out a lot of the specifications that 
used to be involved with the budget, and he made it re-
ally general and vague. So he can say $2 million will go 
here, but it’s not really deliberated as to how they spend 
that money, which is how it used to be. We talked about 
transparency, and he’s really throwing that out the win-
dow, which is kind of scary.”
   Hill also protests the potential shift in budget allocation.
   “The statement that I would have loved to gotten up 
there and made is that the fact that the school aid fund 
is fully funded, and what they’re doing is robbing from 
[K-12 education],” Hill said. “They’re taking for com-
munity colleges. I liked what somebody in the audience 
said- [community colleges] can raise tuition. They have 
other ways of raising money that we simply don’t have. 
For me, that’s what I appreciated hearing the most at this 
stage, especially because [Michigan citizens] can actually 
do something. These are the only people who can do any-

thing about it.”
   Brown thinks she has found a possible solution to fu-
ture debate.
   “I’m going to be introducing a constitutional amend-
ment that says school aid fund goes to K-12,” Brown said. 
“That’s what people thought they were voting for 15 years 
ago. That’s how it should be.”
   The date of the final vote is yet to be determined, which 
could possibly postpone the state’s budget. This could af-
fect school boards as they put together their 2011-2012 
budgets.
   “The district budget is approved at the first board meet-
ing in June,” Wilkinson said. “The state budget is sup-
posed to be done earlier this year. One of the dates they 
have talked about has been a May date. Whether or not 
they will stay with that or not, I don’t know. There’s still 
a lot that could change over the next couple of weeks, so 
whether or not they’ll have it ready for the end of May, 
I’m not sure.”
   Hill is hoping for the State budget information as soon 
as possible.
    “From the school board point of view, we’ve been told 
to expect a budget from Lansing by the May 31, which 
would be for sure the earliest budget I have ever seen,” 

Hill said. “As to our budget, we have a public hearing on 
our 2011-12 budget on June 7. For us, we’re still having 
to guess at what we’re going to get from the state like we 
do every year, but it would be helpful to get an earlier 
budget then we have in the past.”
   The representatives are also unsure as to when the deci-
sion will be determined.
   The district is now looking into how they can persuade 
the state government against the reform.
   “We are now working on what our next step will be,” 
Wilkinson said. “That’s what we’re working on right now. 
We’re still continuing to encourage people to write their 
legislatures to let them know about their feelings about 
the proposed cuts to K-12 education. We’re now in dis-
cussion about what other steps we can take.”
   Brown is also encouraging the community to pitch in.
   “E-mail and call representatives, senators, and the gover-
nor’s office to say that this isn’t what you wanted,” Brown 
said. “Tell the governor that this isn’t what you want. As 
an elected person, he’s supposed to listen to the people 
who elected you whether they voted for him or not. His 
employer is the people. To me, he should be listening to 
the people. He can’t just listen to the businesses. He has 
to listen to the individuals as well.”
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A Troubling Message

BREAK
DOWN

A timeline
of events 

during the
2010-2011
school year 
that caused
controversy

Speaking Out: Students react to the school’s
recent string of racist activity 

“I feel like it’s been going on a long time, 
but no one has realized it until now.”

- Freshman Sam Jones

“I see racism all the time at Seaholm but 
it’s usually a joke.  No one is trying to hurt 

anyone. It’s just a joke.”
- Sophomore Francesco Ruffino

“You do hear racial slurs, but they are 
usually in a friendly tone...we live in 
Birmingham and we have a sheltered 

community.”
- Senior Nicole Meulenberg

“Racism is a rare occasion in our school. 
It’s absurd.”

- Senior Ben Zemach

“I was surprised there were people at 
Seaholm that would stoop to such a 

negative level and deface this fine 
establishment and threaten 

fellow students.”
- Junior Hunter Marcuson

“Any student who feels that way should not 
be allowed at Seaholm. It misrepresented 

our students.”
- Junior Xavier Taylor

Student makes 
“How to Train 
Your N-----” 
pamphlet, 

suspended for 
10 days

December 2010

Five African-
American stu-
dents targeted 
in threatening 
graffiti found 
in bathroom

April 20, 2011

African-
American 

teacher finds
 menacing 

note in 
mailbox

April 21, 2011

Junior Essence 
Biggs finds 

racist note in 
her locker

April 26, 2011

PTSA, African 
American 

Family 
Network host 

meeting at 
Seaholm

April 26, 2011

Another 
African- 

American 
student finds 
threatening 

letter in locker 

April 27, 2011

Principal Terry 
Piper addresses 
student body  
via televised 
broadcast to 

discuss racism

April 27, 2011

Birmingham 
Voice puts 
on student-
led assembly 
to condemn 

bigotry

May 2, 2011

Student-run 
candlelight 
vigil to be 

held on Maple 
Field 

May 6, 2011

   In light of the recent racial graffiti and subsequent 
threats against both students and teachers, members of 
the Seaholm community are revisiting the idea of an in-
creased security camera presence.
   While there are currently cameras pointing at every 
entrance, there are no cameras monitoring the hallways. 
   Assistant principal Deb Boyer has supported hallway 
cameras since the installation of those by the school doors. 
   “I’ve been doing this particular job now for 13 years, 
and so I was very much in support of cameras up and 
down the hallways,” Boyer said. “I think it’s as good an 
idea to have cameras at the intersections of hallways as it 
is to have them on the intersections of streets.”
   According to a May Highlander survey of 100 students, 
only 14 percent of Seaholm students supported cameras 
when they were originally put in during the summer of 
2010. That percentage, however, has risen to 36 percent 
in support. Of the students who changed their mind 
from originally opposing the cameras, 71 percent specifi-
cally cited the recent threats as their reason. 
   Junior Amanda Demery said that her opinion changed 
due to the offensive graffiti and letters. 
   “I was against [cameras],” Demery said. “I thought that 
our school was a safe place and we didn’t need cameras.”
   Sophomore David Gretchko was originally indifferent 
to the placement of cameras. 
   “I thought maybe they’d help the school catch people 
stealing stuff,” Gretchko said. 
   While Gretchko now supports the cameras, he does not 
believe they are effective in their current placement. 
   “What I thought [when the cameras were announced] 
was that they would be outside the locker rooms so you 
could see who was coming in and out,” Gretchko said. 
“[If ] things got stolen during practices, you could see it, 
but that hasn’t happened. We know everyone comes in in 
the morning and everyone leaves.”
   Flex teacher Robin Moten, a strong opponent to the 
installation of cameras in hallways, says her opinion on 
the cameras has not swayed. 
   “I think cameras have their place,” Moten said. “It’s not 
like I don’t want any cameras at all, but I don’t think that 

they help with these kinds of incidents because I think 
what’s happening speaks more to our ability to come to-
gether as a community and it speaks more about Seaholm 
values than it does about catching one or two people who 
are thieves or who write graffiti.” 
   Moten does not believe the cameras will have an impact 
on threats.
   “If someone really feels strongly that they are preju-
diced against all kinds of folks and they want to somehow 
publish that or get that opinion out, cameras won’t stop 
them,” Moten said.
   Boyer does not feel there is a privacy concern.
   “They’re consulted as needed, and only myself and Miss 
Peterson and Chip Gorman, our security attendant, and 
Mr. Piper have access to that program,” Boyer said. “It’s 
not a situation where we’re gonna have a bank of cameras, 
and you see it on television or in movies where somebody 
sits and their job is to watch everything that’s going on.”
   Gretchko agreed.
   “Realize you are at school,” Gretchko said. “Everything 
you do is being watched anyway.”
   Some students, however, are still concerned with pri-
vacy. 
 “[Cameras are] still [an] invasion of privacy, regardless of 
recent events,” one survey responder wrote.
   Moten’s concerns lie with what images would be cap-
tured with hallway cameras. 
   “I would be concerned about students of color being 
profiled,” Moten said. “I would be concerned about stu-
dents who are always in trouble, so to speak, being pro-
filed, and I would be concerned about good students who 
don’t do anything being profiled.”
   Birmingham Police Detective Al Smith declined com-
ment on the issue, but  Boyer believes that cameras would 
have helped in this instance. 
   “When I got the information from two students ini-
tially that there was graffiti upstairs at 11:55, if I could 
have sat down at my computer by 11:58, I’d have known 
exactly who came and went from that bathroom, and we 
would have had specific individuals to look into,” Boyer 
said. “As it is, every name that comes into my office I 
have to check, not knowing whether or not that particu-
lar individual ever went into or out of that bathroom that 
morning.”

Sarah Levett
Staff Writer
Slevett@seaholmhighlander.com

Incidents reignite 
camera discussion

   The Seaholm community is asking ques-
tions after a string of racial incidents that 
began Wednesday, April 20, and continued 
through the week of April 24.
   Seaholm administrators and Birmingham 
police are investigating five different events 
each appearing to be racially motivated. 

   Boys Bathroom Graffiti: April 20 
   “These N****** need to be lynched.” 
   Written on the bathroom wall, these six 
words triggered string of racial bullying that 
occurred throughout Seaholm in the weeks 
of April 17 and 24. 
   Midday on Wednesday, April 20, a student 
stumbled upon a threatening racial mes-
sage on a boy’s bathroom stall. The student 
immediately brought it to the attention of 
Assistant Principal Deb Boyer, who then 
notified Principal Terry Piper. Together they 
contacted Birmingham Police Liaison Al 
Smith. A police report was filed. 
   Smith declined comment. 
   “This is Seaholm’s dirty little secret coming 
out,” one parent who asked not to be identi-
fied said at a meeting held by the PTSA and 
African-American Family Network on Tues-
day, April 26. 
   The Highlander filed a Freedom of Infor-
mation Act to get the original police report, 
but the request was denied.  
   Along with the threatening graffiti, five 
male African American students were listed 
on the wall. Four out of the five targeted stu-
dents were called down to Piper’s office to 
discuss the incident at hand. Piper contacted 
the fifth student later in the day as the stu-
dent was giving a presentation at the time of 
the original meeting. 
   “Piper tried to do the best he could,” one of 
the students targeted said. “So I respect him 
for that.” 
   Alongside Smith and Assistant Principal 
Staci Peterson, Boyer and Piper set out to 
catch the student or students responsible.  
With the handwritten message their only 
link to the perpetrator or perpetrators they 
had no choice but to turn to handwriting 
samples to try to find the person or persons 
behind the act. 
   “We might be able to compare handwrit-
ing,” Piper said on April 21. “We are taking 
a look at that.” 
   As for the consequences of the bathroom 
graffiti, Piper said anyone caught will face 
suspension and potentially be charged by the 
police with a hate crime. 
   “There would be a suspension,” Piper said 
on April 21. “We would have to determine 
the length, but there would definitely be a 
suspension.”

    Teacher Note: April 21 
   “You’re not wanted here.” 
   On Thursday, April 21, the administration 
was notified of another offense. A Seaholm 
teacher received a note describing her as an 
“unwanted N******.”  According to Piper, 
the teacher’s first reaction was to throw the 
note away and brush it off as nothing. The 
teacher notified her department head later in 
the day. The department head then brought 
it to the attention of Piper, who didn’t take 
the threat lightly.
   “We don’t want a [Seaholm teacher] feeling 
like they have to go to Groves,” Piper said.  

   Student Note #1: April 26 
   “You may be a house n***** but you’re still 
an n***** and you should go back to where 
you came from.”
   On Tuesday, April 26 junior Essence Biggs 
was the seventh target in what had quickly 
become a series of racial bullying attacks. 
   Biggs found the handwritten note inside 
her shared school locker, sitting, unnotice-
ably, on the top shelf. When Biggs picked up 
the piece of paper that she had figured was 
nothing more than garbage, she was shocked 
to discover the racial note written inside. 
   “That threw me for a loop,” Biggs said. 
“I don’t know where it came from. I don’t 
know how they got it in my locker.” 
   Biggs spoke at the PTSA meeting on Tues-
day, April 26, as well as at the student led 
assembly Monday, May 2. 
   “I will not be a victim,” Biggs said at the 
assembly. 
   During the PTSA meeting, parents asked 
Piper what consequences anyone caught 
would face. According to Piper, the student 
or students responsible would be suspended 
for ten days, the maximum amount of time 
a principal can suspend any one person.  
   Parents and students were still not satisfied. 
   “I think they should change the guidelines 
and rules, because kids get away with a lot of 
things,” an African-American student listed 
on the bathroom wall said. “A suspension for 
them is probably like a weeklong break.” 
   Parents at the PTSA meeting were more 
concerned about the safety issue. A few par-
ents said they don’t want their children to 
be forced to spend seven hours a day with 
students who think it’s okay to threaten a 
person based on their race. 
   “I think he needs some psychological 
counseling,” the parent of one student whose 
name was listed on the wall said. “I think his 
parents need some family counseling. I’m a 
former police officer. I don’t think locking 
people up is teaching anything. It just makes 

them worse people.”

    Student Note #2: April 27 
   “Kill yourself, hang yourself n*****”
   Mid-day on Wednesday, April 27 yet an-
other note was found in an African-Ameri-
can student’s locker. Unlike before, the note 
was typed. 
   Piper spent hours with the student targeted 
and the student’s parents, discussing the issue 
and possible solutions.  The student’s parents 
feel that while Piper is doing the right thing, 
the rest of the administration is not. 
   “I think that Piper is handling it well,” one 
parent said.  “I don’t know that [every ad-
ministrator] has a firm grip on reality.”
   As the days ticked by and more incidents 
kept happening, the investigation intensi-
fied. Piper and the police started looking into 
fingerprinting. 

   Girls Bathroom Graffiti: April 27. 
   “Haters, I may be a b****, I may be a 
fa**ot, I may be a whitey. But I’m something 
that you’ll never be.”
   These words are in the chorus of Mari-
lyn Manson’s song, “Better of Two Evils” 
and were found scrawled on the wall of the 
girl’s bathroom located in the lower G hall, 
Wednesday, April 27. 
   The note had no direct racial comments 
and Piper currently doesn’t know the inten-
tion of the graffiti, or if there’s a direct con-
nection to the other events. 
 “It was almost a cry for help,” Piper said.

   Desk Graffiti: April 27
   On Wednesday, April 27 an investigation 
began on another racial graffiti incident. 
Two students reported a peer drawing what 
seemed, to them, to be a weapon on the desk 
and that pointed to the only African-Ameri-
can student in the class. 
 The incident is still being investigated.                                                                                                                                    
 “Mrs. Boyer’s investigating that, but she’s 
got different versions of what took place,” 
Piper said. “Which is kind of problematic as 
you investigate.”

   Student Reactions: May 1-6 
   Students at Seaholm immediately respond-
ed to these events by planning a student-run 
assembly, a widespread anti-racism campaign 
and a Candlelight Vigil Mindset Movement 
set to be on May 6. 
   “It is a teachable moment,” BPS super-
intendent David Larson said at the parent 
meeting on Tuesday, April 26. “As staff, stu-
dents and parents model what is the right 
thing to do.”

the people who don’t know how to feel about this. 
We’re really trying to make an impact on them so they 
can see what a positive culture Seaholm is trying to 
move towards.”
   The event itself involved ten students from diverse 
backgrounds coming together, standing up and making 
a vow before the entire student body against hate and 
the use of ignorant language.
   Towards the end of the assembly, however, the mood 
became considerably less somber when the song “Stand 
Up” by country artist Sugarland was broadcast for the 
audience.
   Nick Resnick, one of the assembly’s organizers, was 
dissatisfied with what ended up being the event’s final 
message.
   “There was a miscommunication about the use of it,” 
Resnick said. “I really didn’t want it to be on there. [The 
assembly] was supposed to be serious.”
   Timmy Christensen would not comment, other than 
to say that Birmingham Voice had nothing to do with 
the decision to play the video.
   Afterwards, student response to the assembly was 
mixed. Freshman Kaija Pack was skeptical about the ef-
fectiveness of the assembly.
   “Honestly, I don’t think it will [change opinions],” 
Pack said. “I think it will inform people more, but I 
don’t think it’ll change their mindsets.”
   Junior Christian Sanford thought the event went well, 

but didn’t have the impact he expected it to.
 “I’m glad we had it,” Sanford said. “I’m glad we had 
everybody’s voice heard, but it was just kind of another 
high school assembly.”
   Junior Aaron Cohen came away from the assembly 
with a more idealistic outlook.
   “No matter what people think about the assembly: 
if people think that it didn’t get the message across, or 
it won’t change any racists,” Cohen said. “These were 
some of the only students who stood up and said some-
thing. I feel like you can’t change some of the people 
who are already racists and bigots, but I do think it will 
sway some people on the fence.”
   Other Seaholm organizations have also taken the 
initiative to spread the message of tolerance. Members 
of Seaholm’s Diversity Club have distributed buttons 
throughout the school that read “United Against Rac-
ism”. To receive a button, each student had to sign a 
pledge that contains a vow similar to that of the assem-
bly’s.
   Club facilitator Scott Craig estimates that over 800 
people have signed the pledge by press time, with close 
to as many buttons distributed.
   “We actually have more kids that signed [the pledge] 
than we have buttons,” Craig said. “Because we ran out 
of buttons yesterday.”
   In a final show of unity, a candlelight vigil is to be held 
on the football stadium bleachers this Friday evening. 
Originally posted as an event on Facebook, the Vigil has 
since been approved by administration. It will take place 
from 9 to 10 p.m. and by press time over 220 people 
had confirmed to attend.

Assembly
Continued from Page 1

Report by Taylor Wyllie, Kesley McClear and Emily Gordy
Photoillustration by Sidney Krandall, Dylan Dulberg and Simon Schuster
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   The e-mail came late at night on March 
30. With shaking hands, senior Nicole 
Sarvis clicked open the file, holding her 
breath. In shock after the first few words 
and unable to finish reading it herself, Sar-
vis called her mom in to the room to make 
sure she was not going crazy.
   “The first few words were ‘I am pleased,’ 
and I stopped at pleased… because pleased 
is a good thing,” Sarvis said. “I burst in to 
tears because I thought I must be dream-
ing.”
   This is the once in a lifetime moment 
Sarvis experienced after opening her ac-
ceptance e-mail to Harvard University. 
   With an acceptance rate of 6.9 percent in 
2010, Harvard invites only the best of the 
best to join its prestigious student body 
each year. A Harvard student must have 
not only brains but also a resume includ-
ing extracurricular activities, community 
involvement, and awards. 
   As a member of three high school sports 
teams, a volunteer at a local hospital, the 
secretary and treasurer of Student Govern-
ment, an employee at swim and volleyball 
clubs, and a 4.3 GPA, Sarvis fit the bill for 
admission to Harvard.

   Sarvis has been focusing on her educa-
tion since elementary school, and her hard 
work has finally paid off.
   Those close to Sarvis know how hard she 
has worked her entire life in order to get 
in to her dream school. Assistant princi-
pal Deb Boyer said that Sarvis has a solid 
foundation behind her that will help in 
her future.
   “She has grown and matured so much 
from her freshman year to her senior year,” 
Boyer said. “And her outlook and her ac-
tions show that.”
   Boyer said that Sarvis has something 
which sets her apart from other applicants 
and goes above and beyond her impressive 
grades and extra activities.
   “Highly selective colleges are looking for 
people who are well rounded in terms of 
being part of a school community, show-
ing commitment, leadership, and showing 
through their actions either in clubs or ser-
vice organizations that they have a com-
mitment to the world at large and an un-
derstanding that there is a world outside of 
the four walls of their high school,” Boyer 
said. “Nicole’s outstanding characteristic 
that set her apart from other applicants is 
her character itself.”
   Sarvis has a resume which includes many 
school activities, including membership  
in the National Honor Society, president 

Laura Stanley
Staff Writer
Lstanley@seaholmhighlander.com

   When it comes to minors, alcohol, 
drugs, and the law there is no gray area 
about what is legal. Parents and teens a 
like need to be aware of the consequences 
associated with underage partying. 
   This was the focal point of the meeting 
about underage substance abuse hosted by 
the Building Better Families through Ac-
tion (BBFA) meeting. 
   On Tuesday April 12, 2011 a crowd of 
about 50, parents, teachers, and students 
met for a meeting hosted by the BBFA. 
The objective was to discuss with a panel 
of professionals MIPs (Minor in Posses-
sion), house parties, and Substance abuse.
   The panel included 48th District Court 
Judge Diane D’Agostini, Attorney Jonath-
an Abrahams, and two Bloomfield Town-
ship police officers to get the inside word 
on legal issues teens and parents alike need 
to be aware of regarding drug and alcohol 
use. 
   The panel of experts cleared up many 
misunderstandings regarding substance 
abuse, such as the common myth that 
MIP’s are a life altering offense that could 
prevent the convicted from getting a job 
or accepted to college.
   Students who get their first MIP are 
“most of the time given the deferral pro-
gram”, said D’Agostini. Under the deferral 
program, students receive anywhere from 
3 to 12 months probation with around 
10-30 hours of community service. 
   “If the defendant complies with proba-
tion the misdemeanor is completely swept 
from their record,” said Abrams. 
   However probation should not be taken 
lightly.
   If the minor receives another MIP while 
on the deferral program they are given 
three misdemeanors. One misdemeanor is 
put on the record for each MIP and one 
for breaking probation.
   Students should take probation seriously 
and look at it as a way to change their be-
havior. If a student has any misdemeanors 
on their record “their chances to get into a 
competitive university or picked for a job 
are slimmer,” said Abrams. 
   However D’ Agostini finds that a “ma-
jority of minors comply with the deferral 
program.” Students who get an MIP are 
not likely to be back in court.
   Nevertheless the threat of receiving an 
MIP or breaking probation is not stop-
ping students from partying.
   Seaholm Senior John Smith* who re-
ceived the deferral program after hosting a 
house party said being on probation “just 

of Volunteer Africa, head chair of Field 
Day, chair of the March Committee, chair 
of the Prom Committee, member of the 
Diversity Club, Forensics Team and In-
teract Club, and has helped with Student 
Council fundraising.
   Sarvis also participates in community 
activities. She volunteers at Beaumont 
Hospital, and tutors elementary school 
children, as well as working at Forest Hills 
Swim Club, Legacy Volleyball Club, and 
as a nanny.
   As a result of her involvement, Sarvis has 
won awards and honors to commemo-
rate her hard work. She won the Scholar 
Athlete Award, an Excellence in Educa-
tion Award sponsored by the Oakland 
Press and Oakland Schools, and is an AP 
Scholar.
   Sarvis’ counselor Rebecca Rossen said 
that she has all of the qualities which a 
Harvard caliber student must possess.
   “She is such a diligent, conscientious 
student,” Rossen said. “She asks the right 
questions, she’s always on the right track 
and I’m just so proud of her.”
   Rossen says that it was a combination of 
Sarvis’ grades and extracurricular activities 
that helped grant her admission to Har-
vard.
   “All those things she has participated in 
have helped her grow as an individual and 
she was probably able to convey that mes-
sage to Harvard,” Rossen said. “Yes, she is 
a great student, but she has also been able 
to balance all of these things and all of the 
things she has been involved in have been 
so special to her.”
   Caroline Held, a good friend of Sarvis, 
said that by being involved in so many ac-
tivities Sarvis has made lasting friendships 
with all different groups of people.
   “Nicole always works hard and puts 
her schoolwork first,” Held said. “But she 
doesn’t let that take away from her social 
life.”
   Sarvis said that even in middle school, 
if she got any grade lower than an A, she 
would freak out, wanting to do better. She 
wanted to perform at her best and make 
sure all of the bases were covered in terms 
of her education so that she would be pre-
pared for her future.
   “Ever since I was a little kid, I always 
knew that my education was my top prior-
ity,” Sarvis said. “I thought it was kind of 
farfetched but I put myself out there and I 
applied to the best schools because that is 
what I wanted, and by some miracle I got 
accepted.”
   Upon finding out her decision, Sarvis 
could not grasp the reality that she was 
accepted to what some consider to be the 
most prestigious institution in the country.
   “I didn’t sleep the whole night because I 
was afraid if I went to sleep it wouldn’t be 
real,” Sarvis said.
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Sarvis proudly wears Harvard gear to reflect her decision.                Photo by Sidney Krandall

made [him] want to go out more.” 
   Other myths were busted at the meet-
ing such as if you do not agree to a PBT 
(preliminary breath test) then you can not 
get an MIP.
   “We can charge minors based on circum-
stantial evidence if they do not agree to a 
PBT,” said Bloomfield Township police of-
ficer Kirt Bowden.
   While police cannot force you to take a 
preliminary breath test or enter your house 
without permission they can always get a 
warrant, even in the middle of the night.
   Agreeing to a PBT if you are sober will 
not hurt you. 
   “You are better off taking the PBT if you 
have not had any alcohol, because you will 
blow a zero,” Abrams said. 
   The linguistics of the term “house party” 
were also discussed. 
   “While you may think a house party 
has 100 people on the front lawn, they 
can have as little as three minors,” said 
D’Agostini.
   And how police find out about parties is 
not as simple as too many parked cars on 
the street.
   “We often are called to parties because 
of noise complaints by neighbors,” Bow-
den said, “but sometimes we get calls by 
anonymous minors who were angry about 
not being invited to the party.” 
   Other topics discussed at the meeting 
were charges related to marijuana and 
other drug abuse that cannot be picked up 
by the PBT.
   While many teens and parents alike 
think that marijuana is a safer bet than al-
cohol, because it cannot be picked up by 
the PBT, this is not true. 
   “We can charge minors and adults alike 
for drug possession based on other evi-
dence, such as smell, and paraphernalia,” 
said Bowden.
   And the charges regarding Marijuana use 
while driving are just as severe as alcohol. 
   “The laws for driving under the influence 
of marijuana are very similar to those with 
alcohol,” D’agostini said.
   And because marijuana stays in the body 
longer, “I’ve given out charges for mari-
juana a day or two after (consumption),” 
said Bowden.
   The conclusion from the meeting is that 
minors should avoid drugs and alcohol 
alike because they carry similar charges.
   Parents should also be wary of providing 
children with alcohol or turning a blind 
eye to minors partying. 
   “Not only is providing alcohol to minors 
illegal, but adults can be liable if a child 
leaves the party and injures themselves or 
others,” said D’agostini. 

The Big Gulp: The truth 
about partying and the law 
Kathleen Dow
Staff Writer
Kdow@seaholmhighlander.com
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   A new team is coming to Seaholm.
  It isn’t a sports team, though. It’s a mentorship program 
devoted to helping incoming freshman make the high 
school transition, and it consists of upperclassmen men-
tors and the entire freshmen class.
   Spearheaded by counselor Rebecca Rossen, the pro-
gram will be a school-wide initiative easing the transition 
into high school for freshmen. It will be led by volunteers 
from the junior and senior classes.
   “[The goal is] having [freshmen] be comfortable in high 
school and not being freaked out and alone on the first 
day,” junior Rebecca Rosen said.
   The program will start in August before the 2011-2012 
school year during registration. Freshmen will be put 
into groups and assigned 
a mentor. There will be 
an initial meeting with 
games and ice-breakers 
for all the freshmen and 
the 70-80 mentors. The 
initial meeting will allow 
the mentors to meet the 
five or so freshmen they 
will each be guiding be-
fore school starts.
   In order to be a mentor, 
juniors can sign up in the 
counseling office.
   The mentors will serve 
as friendly faces on the 
first day of school, some-
one the freshmen can 
talk to if they have any 
questions or concerns. 
   “This is an experience 
to help someone,” junior 
Eboni Clemens said. “I 
feel like I am making a 
change.” 
   The first day may be a 
part of the process, but 
the role of the mentors 
doesn’t stop on Septem-
ber 6. The mentorship 
is expected to continue 
throughout the year until 

March, including periodic mandatory meetings during 
X-Block.
   The groups will be referred to as “teams” and will be 
expected to work together and feel comfortable around 
each other.
   Later on, mentors will support their freshmen, cheer 
them on at sporting events, and make sure they know 
about different school events such as football games and 
dances.
   “We always hope that it may end up being a friendship,” 
teacher sponsor of the Character Education Committee 
Robin Moten said.
   According to Rossen, the group plans to develop the 
leadership skills among the upperclassmen. Colleges are 
now looking for leadership-related activities, and this 
program could be a great opportunity for rising juniors 
and seniors to practice leadership.

   So far, 25 teachers 
have indicated an inter-
est in taking part in the 
program next year, in-
cluding Crisis counsellor 
Sherree Wilson, Spanish 
teacher Ana Urian, and 
Social Studies teacher 
Mike Wicker. Rossen 
says that once word gets 
out about the program 
next year there will be 
more added to the list.
   “Other schools have 
seen improved atten-
dance, improved grades, 
and improved connec-
tions throughout the 
school [after starting 
similar programs],” Ros-
sen said.
   While those who are 
a part of the planning 
process are excited about 
the new program, cur-
rent freshmen  like the 
idea too.
   “I think it is a cool 
idea,” freshman JBess 
Ruby said. “It will defi-

nitely help the transition 
into high school.”

Counselor Rebecca Rossen is starting a mentorship 
program for incoming freshman.  Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Kristen Thut
Staff Writer
Kthut@seaholmhighlander.com

Mentorship program to help 
freshmen adjust to Seaholm
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What was your reaction 
when you heard about 
the racial graffiti? 

- Sophomore Mallory Wilberding

- Senior Nyk White

- Senior Matt Steinmetz

- Senior Leo Steinburg 

Man on the Street:

“I was appalled. I didn’t 
believe it. [Things like 

this] shouldn’t happen to 
anyone.”

“I thought it was a joke 
at first, then I realized it 

wasn’t. It’s actually 
serious.” 

“I was shocked. We really 
haven’t heard about [that 

kind] of racism at our 
school before.” 

“I was really angry. I can’t 
even understand why 

[someone would write 
that].” 

Recent vandalism sparks student attention 
Highlander Editorial
   Seaholm High School is facing a crisis.
   This crisis is, unfortunately, about something that 
students learn in elementary school: racism.
   Students across the school continue to act igno-
rantly, either through harmless “jokes” or criminal 
acts of vandalism.
   This time, Seaholm made the news for an extreme 
case of this ignorance.
   Two weeks ago a racial threat directed at five Af-
rican American students was posted in the boy’s 
bathroom.
   Following this event multiple notes with racial 
threats were sent to students throughout the school. 
   And if that wasn’t enough, a faculty member re-
ceived a note with a racial slur.
   Earlier this year a student made a pamphlet titled 
“How to Train Your N*****”. He was caught and 
suspended for then days. 
   This is absolutely unacceptable, distasteful, and 
disgusting.

   If caught vandal or vandals responsible need to be 
kicked out of the school for good.
   The student who made the pamphlet got off lucky 
with a suspension. When Principal Terry Piper an-
nounces to the entire school he will suspend the stu-
dent as many days as he can, it isn’t enough. 
   This kind of behavior cannot be tolerated, and 
if the student is found, they don’t deserve a second 
chance. The student should never step foot in this 
school again.
  We understand expulsion involves a legal process. 
It isn’t easy. But kick out the bigots and let their 
parents sue. Good luck making that case, mom and 
dad.
  Though those responsible don’t speak for the entire 
Seaholm student body, the situation should serve as 
a wake-up call.
   The identity of the offender or offenders is un-
known, but, honestly, it won’t matter in the long 
run. Even if the perpetrator or perpetrators are 
never found, Seaholm still needs to make some big 
changes.

   Fortunately, students have begun the process of 
changing the attitude in this school. 
   The Diversity Club has passed around a petition  
that has already amassed 800 signatures. The mis-
sion: to get as many signatures against racism as pos-
sible. 
   Monday, a student-led assembly was held to raise 
awareness in this school. The assembly was great, 
and had a solid message, but that still isn’t enough.
   Students can’t simply hold hands, sing kumbaya, 
and expect the problem to be fixed. 
   Every student has to do their part to eliminate 
ignorance. Whether it’s a harmless “joke”, an awful 
act of vandalism or passive indifference, it all adds to 
an intolerant environment. 
   Students represent our school and every student 
needs to stand up and speak up against racism.
   The best thing students can do is what the as-
sembly challenged us to do: stand up and speak up.    
Racism can’t be stopped in one day, but if students 
try to fix it one joke at a time, one word at a time, 
they will make a difference. 

Annie Stenback dis-
plays her MIPA first 

place award. Photo by 
Sidney Krandall

    Tuesday, April 26 at the 
Michigan Interscholastic Press 
Association’s Spring Conference, 
the Highlander staff members 
set a new school record with 28 
individual journalism awards. 
   The staff earned honors in nearly 
every one of the 31 categories 

entered in Seaholm’s division,  
including 10 first place finishes.
   In addition, the Highlnader’s 
Editor-in-Chief, Emily Gordy, was 
one of eight scholastic reporters in 
the state named to the prestigious 
All-MIPA Staff. 
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   STAFF - EDITORIAL
   AUSTIN FILBIN - REVIEW 
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   SIMON SCHUSTER - IN DEPTH 
FEATURE
   KAYLA MURRISH - HUMAN 
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(2nd place)
   Marisa Xheka - Personality Profile
  Emily Gordy - Personality Profile
   Maddy Weinert - Diversity Coverage
   ANNIE STENBACK - 
ENVIRONMENTAL STORY
   Amanda Smith (‘10) - Environmental 
Story
   Jeff Butler - Sports Feature Story
   ADAM BANCHIU - SPORTS NEWS 
STORY
   Sidney Krandall - Sports Photo
   SIDNEY KRANDALL - NEWS / 
FEATURE PHOTO
   SIDNEY KRANDALL - 

Seaholm Highlander staffers shows off their awards. Photo by Dylan Dulberg

Seaholm Highlander cashes in big at MIPA
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   After starting the season 2-0, the Birming-
ham Bulldogs had a lot of confidence riding 
into their next few games. Little did they 
know that they would lose their next eight 
games, which would drop their record to 
2-8. But the Bulldogs have turned it around, 
winning their last three games, including 
their most previous game against the Lake 
Orion Dragons by a score of 11-5.
   The game included a strong performance 
from an assortment of different players, in-
cluding five players that each scored a pair 
of goals. Senior attackman Matt Roden, ju-
nior attackman Carlo Clavenna, sophomore 
attackman Adam Susalla, senior midfielder 
Conner Ahlgren, and junior midfielder Dil-
lon McCardle all scored twice. Senior goalie 
Kevin Covey also played a strong game, only 
allowing five goals with eight saves.
   The game was crucial to turning around 
the mentality of the Bulldogs’ season as they 
approach the playoffs. The team couldn’t af-
ford to keep on losing, and they knew they 
had to make a change.
   “It was pretty detrimental in the sense that 
we haven’t had a win in a while,” junior de-
fenseman Xavier Taylor said. “All the seniors 
were pretty upset that this would end up be-
ing their last year playing and we were doing 
pretty poor.”
   The team has had to overcome some ad-

versity to regain their winning ways, includ-
ing multiple injuries and a loss of confidence 
after the long losing streak.
   “We’ve had four major injuries this season 
to key players,” Birmingham head coach Jeff 
Martin said. “Three [injuries] to senior mid-
fielders and one to a junior attackman.”
   The injuries have paved paths for new, 
younger players to step up and it has given 
the team a bolt of energy.
   Two of the players injured are each cap-
tains- senior Will Schmidt and junior J.D. 
Hess. Schmidt tore ligaments in his knee in 
is out for the season while Hess suffered a 
concussion and is projected to be back some-
time this week after missing two games.
   “If you take four talented players off any 
team, it will have an effect,” Martin said. 
“But it has also been an opportunity for our 

The team celebrates a late run in the April 30 game against Sterling Heights, which they ended up winning 3-2. Photo by Ashley Averill.

   Junior quarterback John Glazier sat on the 
turf dazed and confused after taking a blow 
that caused his head to take a beating against 
the ground. 
   Glazier was out for the remaining of the 
game vs. Detroit Country Day and was 
eventually diagnosed with a concussion. 
“When I got my concussion, I was confused 
for a while and I started to cry like crazy,” 
Glazier said.
   Glazier’s tears were just one of approxi-
mately 15 different symptoms that are in-
volved with a concussion. Some of those 
include headache, poor balance, nauseam 
fatigue, irritability, and tearfulness/sadness. 
   On Saturday March 26, 2011, the Seaholm 
football program had guest speaker Dr. Ken-
neth Podell come talk to players and parents 
about the effects of concussions and possibly 
doing baseline testing with not only the foot-
ball team, but all Seaholm student-athletes. 
   “The idea originated with my wife, Sheryl, 
and Brad Czajka,” football booster president 
Craig Frye said. “Through their research they 
found Dr. Podell and announced at the foot-
ball banquet last year that it was something 
we were going to try to do.” 
   Dr. Kenneth Podell is associated with the 
Division of Neuropsychology and the Sports 
Concussion Safety Program at Henry Ford 
System. 
   Podell was also one of the founders and 
developers of the company Impact Testing 
System. He is also the Concussion Adminis-
trator for the Detroit Lions, Red Wings, Ti-
gers, Wayne State and 9 Metro Detroit area 
High Schools.
   “Were trying to find better and better ways 
to diagnose concussions,” Podell said in his 
speech. “More importantly were trying to 
find better recoveries.”
   A concussion is considered a “brain sprain.” 
When an athlete hits an object or is hit, his 
or her brain can bang into the skull as well as 

twist or stretch. Additionally, when the head 
makes contact with something, energy is cre-
ated that travels through the brain disrupting 
brain functioning.
   “The most important thing in diagnosing 
treatment is understanding the symptoms,” 
Podell said.
   Athletes with three or more concussions 
vs. Zero to two are three times more likely to 
have an in-season concussion.
   “I don’t think I am at more risk,” senior 
Brandon Wiseman, who has suffered three 
concussions, two while playing soccer. “Ev-
eryone tells me to be careful about it, but I’m 
going to do what I have to do regardless.”
   Recovery time for a concussion differs 
among athletes and sports.
   “It took around two weeks [to recover] af-
ter I was diagnose,” sophomore Dalton Ger-
aldo said. “But I had with it for a week or 
two before.”
   70% of High School athletes recover in 
two weeks, 50% recover in 1 week, and 15% 
need three plus weeks.
   Another factor in recovery time is age. 
Younger players tend to need a longer time 
to recover.
   “My first concussion was at age 13,” Wise-
man said. “It took a really long time to re-
cover from that one but the next two didn’t 
last as long.”
   The next step for concussion baseline test-
ing would be to sign the contract with Dr. 
Podell. The contract would allow all the con-
tact sports at Seaholm to allow their athletes 
to take the test.
   “[Dr. Podell] would come in and train a 
designated person,” Frye said. “That person 
would then be allowed to administer the 
tests.”
   The test would consist of 15 players at 
a time in a computer lab taking a series of 
computer oriented tests. If the person fails 
the test they will be forced to take it again. 
Once the test is taken twice, the player will 
be sent to their pediatrician and a decision 
on their ability to play will be made from 
there. 

Adam Banchiu
Deputy Sports Editor
abanchiu@seaholmhighlander.com

Concussion specialist details the 
dangers of injuries to football team

   Extra innings and dramatic finishes for the Seaholm Maples high-
lighted the Sterling Heights baseball tournament on Saturday April 
30.  The tournament included four teams: Seaholm, L’Anse Creuse, 
Sterling Heights, and Sterling Heights Stevenson. 
   Seaholm started the day with an early 10 A.M. gametime start 
against the Sterling Heights Stallions.
  The Stallions jumped out to a quick 2-0 start in the first inning.  
Senior pitcher Adam Banchiu did not let the deficit increase after re-
lieving junior Jack Apap in the first inning.
   Banchiu finished the day pitching seven strong innings with eight 
strikeouts and no runs given up.
   Both offenses struggled to produce any runs and the game quickly 
turned into a pitcher’s duel.
   The Maple bats came to life in the bottom of the seventh inning 
when junior shortstop Michael Doney started the inning with a 
single.  Junior Steven Palmeri moved Doney to third after a one out 
single.  With two outs, junior John Glazier roped a single to score both 
runners and tied the game up at 2-2.  
   Freshman catcher Josh Leitman turned out to be the hero of the 
game after singling in the winning run with a line drive to left field.
   “I was glad we were able to come in there and play like we could 
starting with the top of the seventh against Sterling Heights,” junior 
pitcher John Glazier said.
   Junior leftfielder Spencer Eick was also happy with how the Maples 

JD Hess
Staff Writer
jhess@seaholmhighlander.com
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Maples 3-0 after dropping eight straight
Scott Anderson
Staff Writer
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

played.
   “It was a great team effort,” Eick said.
   The 3-2 victory moved Seaholm into the finals of the tournament.
   The Maples were set to play L’Anse Creuse in the championship 
game of the tournament after the Crusaders beat Sterling Heights Ste-
venson 9-3.
   Freshman pitcher Connor Bowers was slated to start his second ca-
reer varsity game.  Bowers pitched a solid five innings, giving up four 
runs with only two earned.
   Junior pitcher Scott Anderson entered the game in the sixth and 
pitched a scoreless inning to keep a 4-3 deficit in place.
   After a one run inning for the Crusaders in the seventh, Seaholm 
took the plate in the bottom half of the inning facing a two run deficit 
for the second time of the day.
   Just like they had earlier in the day, the Maples responded with a two 
run seventh inning to force extra innings.
   Seaholm let a golden chance to win the game slip away after the Ma-
ples failed to produce a run in the eighth inning with the bases loaded.
   Palmeri started the bottom of the ninth with a single.  The Crusaders 
decided to pitch around Glazier and produced a force out opportunity 
with runners on first and second.  
   Just like the first game of the day, a Maple catcher determined the 
outcome of the game.  Senior Michael Burgher hit a single to left field 
to score Palmeri that gave Seaholm a 6-5 win.
   The Maples didn’t let their struggles in the early innings of each game 
come between them and a championship trophy.
   “We struggled at the beginning of both games but came back to 
win,” Doney said.

Head trauma 
on the rise

   The Birmingham Unified girl’s lacrosse 
team went into their highly-anticipated 
game against cross-town rival Marian with 
a perfect record on the season.
   Despite a hard fought game, Birming-
ham suffered their first loss of the season, 
losing to Marian 9-8. 
   “We all went into that game really want-
ing to win,” junior Annie Sevec said.  “But 
once we were on the field it seemed like 
Marian had a bigger desire to beat us.”
   Marian came out of the gates strong 
scoring the first three goals of the game to 
jump out to a 3-0 lead early in the first 
half. 
   Birmingham spent most of the first half 
playing catch-up, as they tried to make up 
for the ground they lost early in the game.
   After scoring two straight goals to end 
the half, Birmingham was able to come 
back and tie up the game.
   With the score 5-5 at halftime, the mo-
mentum seemed to be on Birmingham’s 
side heading into the second half. 
   But it was the same story in the second 
half, as Birmingham fell behind 9-5 and 
spent the rest of the game furiously at-
tempting to come-back.  

   Birmingham cut the lead to 9-8 but was 
unable to score on their final possessions, 
which resulted in a 9-8 loss, dropping Bir-
mingham’s record to 7-1.
   Senior captain Ava Stachelski led Bir-
mingham with three goals, and junior 
Hailee Schuele also netted in two goals. 
   After having the original game resched-
uled due to weather, both teams highly an-
ticipated this matchup. Unfortunately for 
Birmingham, they were unable to deliver.
   “It was a big game, but unfortunately 
we didn’t deliver,” Schuele said. “Howev-
er, the season is far from over and we are 
ready to do what it takes to finish hard.” 
   The team continues to work hard in an-
ticipation of a re-match against Marian in 
the state playoffs.
   Last season, Birmingham ended Marian’s 
season after defeating them in districts. 
There is a good chance that the two teams 
may meet again in districts, and the Bir-
mingham players definitely want another 
crack at the Mustangs.
   “We did not play our best game,” Sevec 
said. “and it showed in the outcome be-
cause it was our first loss of the season.
   But we know we can beat them when we 
see them again in districts where it really 
counts.”

Lacrosse

Peter Redebaugh
Staff Writer
predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com

Marian ends BU girls’ 
7-0 winning streakyounger players to gain some experience and 

confidence”
   Two of the younger players that have really 
stood out are Susalla and sophomore defen-
seman Matt Wilson.
   “First year varsity players Adam Susalla and 
Matt Wilson have stepped in and played well 
for us,” Martin said.
   The win has given Birmingham momen-
tum as the playoffs approach in the next few 
weeks. Only three regular season games re-
main- vs. Farmington, vs. Clarkston, and vs. 
De La Salle. 
   “Every win helps build momentum to-
wards the playoffs,” Martin said. “It’s impor-
tant that we work together as a team towards 
a common goal.”
   “Any win is important, and to get the W 
is one thing but we still have things to im-

prove on,” junior 
midfielder James 
Bertrand said. 
“All we have to do 
is hit the practice 
field and go from 
there.”

Dramatic win for 
varsity baseball

Matt Roden 
wards off 
defenders at a 
recent lacrosse 
game.
Photo by Ashley 
Averill

Girls Varsity Soccer:
Game vs. Lasher—Monday May 2
Score: 2-0 Win
Record: 4-3-3
Key Players: Emily Parsons and Cydney 
Nagridge
“We all get along really well which helps 
out a lot when we’re playing,” said junior 
Julie Naski. 

Girls Varsity Water Polo:
Game vs. Groves--Tuesday May 3
Score: 9-3

All 3 goals scored by senior Captain 
Megan Smith
Record: 2-2

Girls JV Water Polo:
Game vs. Groves
Score: 7-1
Record: 4-0
Key Players: Madeline Tew and Maggie 
Doherty 
“As a whole, we have improved very 
much and are doing work in the water,” 
said freshman Madeline Tew. 

Varsity Baseball:
Game vs. Royal Oak
Score: 4-3 Win
Record: 9-1
Key Players: Adam Banchiu, John Glazier, 
and Derreck Amboyan 
“We’re playing good baseball right now 
and we hope to continue our success,” 
said junior John Glazier. 
Next Game: Friday May 6 vs. Farming-

ton Harrison—4:30 PM

Freshman Baseball:
Game @ Berkley-- Tuesday May 3
Score: 8-1 Loss
Record- 3-4
Key Players: John Steinmetz, Chris Paige, 
and Alex Breeden
“One of these days we’re going to wake 
up and start hitting,” said Head Coach 
Larry Miller. 
Next Game: Satur-
day May 7 @ Divine 
Child—12:00 PM

Boys Varsity Lacrosse: 
Game vs. Farmington
Score: 11-4 Win
Record: 6-8
Key Players: Matt 
Roden and JD Hess
Next Game: Tourna-
ment Saturday May 7

Boys JV Lacrosse: 
Game vs. Farmington
Score: 8-2 Win
Record: 12-1
Key Players: Austin Ahlgren (16 goals) 
and Collin Stickel “We’re looking crispy 
this year,” said sophomore Adam Stackler. 
“I’m looking forward to the rest of the 
season.”

For more 
complete 
coverage, 

visit
www.seaholmhighlander.com
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