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MIP Sentencing Too Harsh?

Judges at Bloomfield Township’s 48 District Court and Rochester’s 52-3 Court were sued for 
essentially  being too strict when sentencing underage drinkers.             Photo by Celia Nelson
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 Educators worry MDE’s 
teacher re-certification plan 

could replace 
            experience

with student
achievement

Rejected by their dream 
schools, students 
forced to move on

   Senior Alex Park’s stomach was in knots when 
she had her brother log onto her University of 
Dartmouth’s student web account.  
   “I made my brother log in for me,” said Park, 
“and when I clicked the ‘view decision’ link, it 
said ‘unfortunately’ and I just sank.”
   All Park had to do was look at the first word 
of the email to know that her wait was over, and 
her plan for the future needed to undergo some 
serious revisions.
   “It was bad, really bad,” said Park.  “I felt like I 
was watching my whole plan melt away.”
    Senior Sara Dzierbicki heard back from her first 
choice school early on in the application process, 
and found out quickly that she needed to consider 
her other options.
   “I had my heart set on Boston College,” said 
Dzierbicki. “I got rejected at the beginning of the 
application process and I kind of took it as kind of 
saying that I didn’t belong there more-so than a 
personal rejection.”
  Dzierbicki decided not to look at her denial 
negatively, and instead, dedicated more time to 
getting to know the other schools she applied to 
even better.
   “I started researching the 10 other schools that I 
applied to and I fell in love with U of M and the 
University of Richmond,” said Dzierbicki.  “I 
looked into them a lot, and I found that I liked the 
other schools more than Boston College.”
   Like Dzierbicki, Park entered her senior year 
with her heart set on one school in particular.
Visiting the campus only further convinced Park 
that Dartmouth was where she wanted to end up.
   “I actually looked at it, and it was small, but it 
was perfect,” said Park.  
    Park applied to Dartmouth for regular decision, 
forgoing the early decision option.
   “I didn’t apply to Dartmouth early decision 
because it’s binding, and my family probably 
could not afford that,” said Park.  “So I just kind 
of hoped for it.”
    Like Park, senior Will Kane also evaluated his 
schools from a financial standpoint during his 
application process.
  “I applied to Michigan State, Michigan, Notre 
Dame, Duke, Dartmouth, Yale and Harvard,” said 
Kane.  “I definitely applied to the in state schools 
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   Michigan’s government is considering changing 
the way educators maintain their certification, 
which means teachers may be the ones facing 
tough evaluation. 
   According to an April 13, 2009  Detroit Free 
Press article, the Michigan Department of 
Education (MDE) has been discussing different 
ways to license teachers so that they may have 
to prove their effectiveness instead of relying on 
their experience. 

   “I think that routinely the MDE looks for ways 
to improve everything from curriculum and 
standards to the way we license teachers,” said 
MDE Communications Specialist Jan Ellis. “We 
have a variety of initiatives going on right now 
and we’re working with numerous associations 
and national groups to try and make some 
recommendations.”
   Ellis said that the MDE is focusing on ensuring 
the quality of teachers, as well as integrating 
new technologies into instructional policies for 
teachers.
   “It’s looking at how a system can be developed 
that is more about teacher performance and 
student achievement,” Ellis said.

   For now, there is no clear definition of the 
potential changes. 
   Though the methods have not yet been decided, 
measuring a teacher’s success may include 
looking at students’ standardized test scores, 
which concerns Birmingham Public Schools 
Board of Education President Geri Rinschler.
   “It wouldn’t be effective,” Rinschler said. “You 
can’t judge a teacher’s effectiveness based on test 
scores. There are so many other tools.” 
   Math Department head Carol Pinneo agrees, 
saying that while the idea sounds good in theory, 
implementing it may be difficult.
   “I would hate to have someone just looking at 
the numbers and looking at the data and drawing 

inferences that someone is a bad teacher because 
the student’s scores are lower, without knowing 
where the students started from and the gains that 
those students have made under that teacher,” 
Pinneo said. 
   Pinneo stressed that some teachers choose to 
work with struggling students and that though 
these students may not get the same grades 
as some of the others in the school, it doesn’t 
necessarily mean the teacher is bad. 
   “When you just look at the data, I think things 
can be missed, and that concerns me,” Pinneo 
said. 
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Attorneys claim 48, 52-3 
District Courts unfair, 48 
judge Marc Barron disagrees
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   The 48th district court in Bloomfield Township and the 52-3 District 
Court of Rochester Hills are on the receiving end of a lawsuit by a 
coalition of local metro Detroit attorneys who have asserted that the 
courts are setting kids up to fail by imposing excessive punishment for 
first time underage drinkers. 
    An April 4, Detroit Free Press report revealed a pending lawsuit against 
the 48th District Court of Bloomfield Township and the 52-3 Court in 
Rochester Hills for essentially being too strict in the sentencing of 
underage drinkers.
   The suit aims to prevent district 
court judges in Oakland County 
from violating probation after 
their first minor in possession 
(MIP) conviction.
   One Seaholm student convicted 
of MIP in the 48th District told the 
Highlander that his sentence was 
harsh.
    “I think the judges are a bit 
extreme in the sentencing,” said 
senior Joe Smith*, who was 
convicted last summer, but is 
not part of the lawsuit. “I mean I’ve had to report to probation whenever 
requested, constantly be held accountable to call my probation officer and 
constantly be held responsible for a mistake that I made, but everyone 

else in the school does.”
    According to published reports, 
attorney James Amberg filed 
the suit against the 48th and 52-3 
district courts. Repeated e-mails 
and calls to Amberg’s office 
seeking comment for this story 
were not returned.

    However, Amberg told the 
Free Press his coalition of 
attorneys are “declaring war” on 
the courts, the “judges cannot do 
this,” and his coalition “won’t 
stop until they stop throwing 
kids in jail.”
   Despite the suit, 48th District 
Judge Marc Barron disclosed 
in an hour long interview 
with the Highlander that he 
has never once done anything 
outside of the state’s legal limits 
when sentencing for underage 

drinking. 
    Barron disagrees with the criticism directed at current sentencing 
procedures of the 48th district court. And he disputes a claim his sentencing 

“sets kids up to fail” made by one parent of a (non-Seaholm) student 
involved in the suit. 
      “How is asking somebody to follow the law setting them up to fail?” 
Barron told the Highlander. “If you tell a minor not to drink, and it’s a 
law, is that setting them up to fail?”
     Barron said there’s a difference between societal perception of harsh 
sentencing going on in the 48th District Court and what is actually 
happening. 
     “The distinction is nobody is going to jail for an MIP; it’s for contempt 
of court,” said Barron. “You hold the key to jail time.”
     According to The Revised Judicature Act of 1961 all courts of record 
have power to punish by fine or imprisonment, or both, persons guilty of 
any neglect or violation of duty or misconduct. 
     So in the case of an MIP, any party who disobeys a ruling of probation 
mandated by a judge can be punished for contempt of court. 
     But according to local attorneys this provides a system where kids are 
set up to fail, because it’s so easy for them to have a miniscule violation 
SEE Sentencing / PAGE 3

“How is asking somebody to follow 
the law setting them up to fail? If you 
tell a minor not to drink, and it’s a law, 
is that setting them up to fail?”

Marc Barron
48 District Court Judge
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   With summer quickly approaching, each day counted 
down marks one less day to study for the looming Advanced 
Placement exams.
   And with only two short weeks remaining before the exams, 
some have yet to crack open 
a review book.
    “I haven’t started studying 
yet,” said senior Will Kane.  
     Kane is one of the many 
students who took a two-
trimester AP course ending in 
March, but hasn’t yet begun 
studying for the May exam.
     Attendance has been 
sparse at review sessions, 
and at least one teacher is 
warning students not to take 
their grades and practice test 
scores for granted.
     “Don’t assume anything,” said A.P. Gov teacher Ben 
Harwood, who had only one student show up for a recent 
Saturday morning review session.  “One of the biggest 
mistakes a student can make is thinking that because she or 
he got an A in the [second trimester] class, they don’t have to 
study for the exam.”
    Despite the low turnout, Harwood said he will not cancel 
sessions scheduled for Sunday (noon to 1:30 pm), Wednesday 
(after school) and Saturday, May 2 (noon – 1:30 pm).
    “I’ll be there,” Harwood said. “But I can’t force anyone to 
show up. I wish I could, because I really believe these sessions 

Attendence Sparse at 
AP Review Sessions
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can help raise scores.”     
   Because of the eight week gap between class ending and 
test day, Kane said he’s going to have to prep harder for one 
of his tests.
    “I’ll have to study a lot more for government, which was 
only two trimesters,” said Kane. “We do so much preparation 
in class for biology that it doesn’t require as much effort in my 
spare time.”
    Compared to last year’s three tri American History class, 
junior Matt Gaus said that he has to “start studying earlier,” for 
the two trimester A.P. Psychology.  However, he admitted to 
doing nothing so far to bridge that gap.
    Many students said they would begin studying earlier for 
their two trimester classes, yet not many could say they had.
     Although a few students may use their overconfidence to 
explain their lack of preparation, the majority simply struggled 
to find time.
     Kyle Hall’s A.P. Western Literature class is not only two 
trimesters long, but half of her students had first and second 
trimesters, while the other half has first and third.
     Because the exams occur in early May, the third trimester 
A.P. classes were cut short four weeks of preparation time.
     “Second and third terms were completely different,” Hall 
said. “It made it very difficult to plan.  Second trimester had 
time to read a full novel [in addition to the other coursework] 
while third trimester only read two plays.”
    Hall will get to compare the direct results between the 
two different class schedules when scores come out in the 
summer.
     Despite the shortened classroom time, “third trimester 
has the advantage,” Hall said.   “They’ll be in the mode of 

writing weekly, but the second 
trimester class will go in cold to 
the exam.” 
     But even the three trimester 
classes feel the pressure.
     “I like how [A.P. American 
History] is spread out over three 
trimesters,” sophomore Kristi 
Sutherland said, “but we still 
have stuff to learn, even the three 
trimester classes are rushed.”
     One student hasn’t had time 
to complain.  
     Senior Rachel Chao signed up 
for seven A.P. exams.

      “I’m not studying more for my two trimester A.P.’s because 
they are going to be the easiest tests,” Chao said.  “The classes 
that I’m in now are preparing me, but I use the College Board 
website and past A.P. tests too.”
      Her list of exams includes A.P.Physics, U.S. Government 
and Politics, Chemistry, Calculus BC, Western Literature, and 
Chinese. 
      The one that she will study for the most? 
      “Physics,” Chao said. 

“We still have stuff to 
learn, even the three 
trimester classes are 
rushed”

 
Kristi Sutherland
Seaholm Sophomore

Administration: Fake Parking 
Pass Isolated Incident

While most Seaholm sophomores would accept their inability to park their cars in Seaholm’s lots, others find a way around it. 
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Earlier this month, a sophomore created a fake parking 
pass by borrowing an upperclassman’s pass, scanning it into a 
computer, and changing the numbers. The fake was first noticed 
when Doreen Moore, the parking lot attendant, saw the vehicle 
with a poster board reading that it was an underclassman’s car. 

Seaholm administrators told the Highlander that they believe 
this is an isolated incident. 

 “I’d like to treat that as an anomaly,” said Assistant Principal 
Deb Boyer, “Something that normally wouldn’t happen. I’m 
not going to formulate policy for something that’s happened 
one time.”  

But that’s not to say that there aren’t repercussions. 
“Sometimes somebody will be out there for a while, but they 

do get caught. And then the penalty for that is that I tell them 
‘don’t even think about approaching me for a pass for at least 
first term,’” said Boyer.

Punishment is dependent on act committed.
 “It depends on how egregious what they’ve done is. I mean 

especially the one where they scanned it in- my initial reaction 
was don’t even approach me next year. ”

Parking passes are monitored by the registered numbers 
in a parking system in a computer. The number is then cross-
referenced and identified with the student’s name. So if a 
number isn’t matched with a name, or if there is more than one 
number, it is immediately brought to their attention. 

“Any upperclassman who comes to me and says, ‘I’ve lost 
my pass,’ I will issue them a new pass at no charge. But we 
void out the number they have and Doreen has a list of those,” 
Boyer said. “So if that number then appears on someone else’s 
car, in other words they’ve ‘sold’ it to someone else, and then 

reported it lost so they’d get a fresh one, then we’d haul those 
people in for that.”

For those with parking violations, which includes parking 
outside the lines or in fire lanes, parking in the staff lot (or in 
the student lot for underclassmen), or driving recklessly, there 
could also be consequences.  

With regard to questionable behavior, Moore is open to any 
student complaints.

 “All they have to do is verbally let me know and I’ll issue 
the ticket and follow up on it,” Moore said. 

Cars also become easily recognized by Moore. 
“She knows what car you drive and once you’ve done this 

job, half of the cars that are out there are going to be out there 
for two years- and she automatically begins to associate those 
students with those cars,” said Boyer.

“Doreen does have the right to write Birmingham police 
tickets,” said Seaholm Principal Terry Piper. “So if you see a 
ticket on there that has Birmingham Police on there signed by 
Doreen Moore, that’s because she’s been more or less deputized 
to write tickets.”

Students can also be given tickets if the hang tag is missing 
from their car, even if they are registered.

“I have a saying ‘First one’s on me, next one’s on you,’” 
Boyer said. “What very often will happen is someone will drive 
a different car for whatever reason, and they’ll come without 
a pass and Doreen will ticket them,” said Boyer. “If that’s the 
offense, then I’ll tell them ‘Communication is key.’”

What many students don’t know, though, is that if they are 
missing their permit or driving a different car, they should go 
into the AP office and let Ms. Garcia, the secretary, know.  This 
way, students can avoid getting a ticket for accidentally being 
without a parking  pass. 

  Boyer encourages students to keep an eye out for anything 
they feel might be suspicious.

 “This is one of those situations where you as upperclassman 
can be part of the problem or part of the solution,” Boyer said. 
“I have an inbox. You don’t have to identify yourselves, but if 
you have a plate number you would like me to investigate just 
let me know.”

While some have fed the AP 
Pig, others have yet to crack 
open a review book
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   Math teacher Ed Caughell also believes that 
changes could be good, but it would be difficult to 
actually carry them out.
   “It’s difficult to implement it, because how is it 
going to be fair to implement it because how is 
it going to be fair and equitable across different 
districts?” Caughell said. 
   Caughell says that it may be unfair to evaluate 
every school on the same standards when there are 
so many differences between schools. 
   “You have elementary school, middle school, high 

because I wasn’t sure about the money.”
   But out of this list, one school in 
particular held preference above the rest.
    “My number one choice if I could’ve 
gotten in, which I didn’t, was Yale,” said 
Kane.  
    Kane went into the application process 
knowing how selective his schools of 
choice were, and decided not to spend 
too much time worrying about the 
statuses of his applications.
    “I didn’t really [dwell] over them,” 
said Kane.  “I just figured I’d see what 
happens.”
   Park however, spent a lot of time 
planning for a future at Dartmouth, and 
formed a hopeful plan of what her future 
would be like.
   “I knew I kind of wanted to go into 
journalism because I always wanted to 
write, and journalism just seemed like a 
good idea,” said Park.
   Park didn’t stop planning there, and 
figured out how she would spend her 
time in college, and what she would do 
with her degree.
    “I was going to do my four years, 
get a bunch of internships, and I wasn’t 
going to go to grad school,” said Park.  “I 
was going to go right into a paper or a 
magazine or a web site, something like 
that.”
   But once she read the first word of her 
rejection e-mail, she wasn’t sure.
   “When I didn’t get in, my whole plan 
just changed,” said Park.  “Yeah, it was 
crushing to not get into this beautiful 

place with all these people I had become 
friends with, so I just had to rethink 
everything.”
   Park applied to a number of other 
schools, and had options to consider.
   “I applied to a bunch of other schools like 
Penn, Penn State, NYU, Northwestern, 
and then Michigan and Michigan State,” 
said Park.  “I never really thought I would 
end up at Michigan.” 
   But now that plans have changed, Park 
acknowledges that Michigan may be the 
place for her.
  Statistics from the graduating class 
of 2008, provided by Counseling 
Department Administrative Assistant 
Jane Williams, offer hope for students 
who are doubtful about getting into their 
top choice schools.  
  Out of a class of 295 students, 85% 
completed a survey showing that 73% 
of the students got into their first choice 
school, 91% got into their first or second 
choice, and 95% got into their first, 
second or third choice school.
   “Word of advice for juniors,” said 
Williams, “start early.”
  Williams stressed that even before 
applying to colleges, it’s important not 
only to know the facts about each school 
but also which schools a person would 
legitimately want to go to regardless of 
it’s at the top of the list, or just a safety 
school.
   “The most important thing is ‘the fit,’” 
said Williams.  “The fit means, does 
it have the right major, does it have the 
right number of kids, is it geographically 
suitable?  Some want to get away.  Some 
want to stay home.  Does it fit the person 
the right way?”  
   Williams reiterated the importance of 
‘the fit,’ adding that while Ivy League 
names, and top universities may be 
enticing, there are more important things 
to consider.
   “[It’s not about] the name, not the 
highest rank, but the fit,” said Williams.  
“The only way to figure out the fit is to 
get on campus, walk around the campus 
and say, ‘I really feel comfortable with 
this.’”
   Park also had advice for future 
applicants who are setting their sights 
on certain schools to be realistic in their 
decision-making.
    “I don’t want to sound pessimistic, 
but just don’t set yourself up to be 
disappointed,” said Park.  “I know people 
who didn’t get into their top school and 
just couldn’t get out of bed for a week.”
    Kane advised having a Plan B.
   “I wouldn’t set your sights on any 
one school in particular,” said Kane.  “I 
would kind of spread yourself out, and 
that’s related to anything.  You don’t 
want to put all your eggs in one basket.”
  Dzierbicki ended up valuing her 
rejection from Boston College. It forced 
her to look more closely at her back-up 
schools, and allowed her to find a school 
that would eventually be the best  fit.
   “The process definitely wasn’t 
devastating,” said Dzierbicki, “and I 
think I found the right school for me, so 
I’m really happy.”

Rejection:
From Page 1

school, different subjects,” Caughell said. “You have 
districts with a lot of resources, districts that don’t 
have a lot of resources. I think that implementing it 
would be very, very difficult.”
   Equally concerning to Rinschler is the fact that 
a new system may take power away from local 
administrations.
   “The other thing that concerns me is so often with 
bureaucracies, we get painted with the same brush,” 
Rinschler said. “As time has gone by here, whether 
it’s No Child Left Behind or legislation, there has 
been erosion of local control.”
     Michigan’s largest teacher union, the Michigan 
Education Association, has not received details on 
any proposed changes, but is against giving authority 
to those who are not qualified. 

   “There is one change we would strenuously oppose, 
and that is giving administrators who are not trained 
to do staff evaluations the sole power to prevent a 
teacher from practicing his/her profession,” Kerry 
Birmingham, MEA’s Media Relations Specialist, 
said. “We are in ongoing talks with the MDE and 
look forward to continuing to work toward the goal 
of providing the best public education for all students 
in Michigan.”
   Currently, teachers are evaluated by a team of 
administrators which may include the principal, 
assistant principals, and a member of that teacher’s 
department. That way, Pinneo said, the team has an 
understanding of what they’re evaluating.
   “I think that that’s a positive because then a teacher 
has someone observing them and evaluating them 

that is intimately familiar with the content area,” 
Pinneo said. 
   Though there are challenges, sophomore Katie 
Adams says that the possible changes would be 
for the better.
   “People are going to know if their kids are learning 
things [with the new system],” said Adams. 
    Teachers must maintain their certification by 
providing evidence every five years to the state. 
Pinneo said that there are different ways to do 
this. A teacher can either earn credits at a college 
or university or go to a series of professional 
development courses.  
    “I think the system is pretty fair at this point,” 
said Pinneo.

Certification
From Page 1
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   For the third year in a row, Water Wars is coming to 
Seaholm.

   “It should be a lot of fun,” senior Lindsay Mandich, a Water Wars 
organizer. “The seniors are going out with a bang.” 
   For $40 a team, groups of four people can take part in the 
event, which is not affiliated with the school. Only seniors can 

participate.
   The competition will begin on Tuesday, when a bracket will be 
released. Teams will then have two to three days to “tag” their 
opponents by squirting them with water guns, and victorious 
teams will advance to the next round until a winner is determined. 
   The entrance fee for each team will be put in a pool, and the 
winning team will take all of the money. 
   Though many seniors are looking forward to Water Wars, 
officials think differently.
   “I would not recommend this,” said Kate Long of the 
Birmingham Police Department. “First of all, when you have 
teenagers involved in driving, they need to be focused on the road 
and not other things.”
   Long stressed that if teen drivers were distracted by participating 
in Water Wars, there would be more potential for an accident to 
occur. She added that the water guns could frighten some people. 

   “If you’re shooting or holding guns 
outside of car windows, and if people 
think it’s a real gun, that could cause some 
alarm in the community,” Long said.
      According to assistant principal Deb Boyer, 
the Seaholm administration is firmly against the 
competition.
   “We think that it’s a very dangerous activity and 
do not want to be a part of something that we feel has a 
potential for students to get hurt,” Boyer said. “The whole 
idea of students being able to ‘shoot’ one another while 
travelling in cars is a very dangerous activity.”
   Boyer added that there are many other ways supported 
by the school for students to have fun, such as Dodgefest 
and Volliday. 
   “We provide as many opportunities as we can for friendly 
competition,” Boyer said.
   Regardless, senior Caroline Buck is still preparing for Water 
Wars.
   “I can’t reveal my strategy, but it will be stealth,” Buck 
said.

   Despite uncertainty before her trip to Playa 
del Carmen, senior Colleen Pohl was pleasantly 
surprised upon arrival.
   “I didn’t see any problem, and definitely did not 
feel threatened at all,” Pohl said.
   Regardless of all of the media hype around 
Mexico due to the prolonged drug wars currently 
taking place, most    everyone from Seaholm 
who chose to travel there recently felt that there 
was no issue with security at all.  Even those who 
weren’t sure of what to expect from the country 
came back feeling that they weren’t put in a risky 
situation, but instead had a safe, enjoyable trip.
   “There seemed to be many more police officers 
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sentenced. 
Critics say this goes too far.
“Judges in the other part of the state do not have the need 
to make mountains out of molehills,” Detroit attorney 
Margaret Sind Raben told the Free Press in the April 4 
report. 
In a specific case referred to by attorneys in the suit against 
the 48th district court, a defendant was sentenced by Bar-
ron for a MIP offense. On a later date, the defendant pled 
guilty to violating his probation. After the guilty plea, he 
was informed additional violations of probation would ac-
company an increasingly severe punishment.   
According to Barron’s written case report, the court then 
imposed additional sanctions upon the defendant and 
informed him that if in the future he were to “willfully 
violate a valid Order of the Court,” his actions would be 
considered contemptuous and that he could be “punished 
by 93 days in the county jail and up to a $7,500 fine.”
After an additional violation, the court “sent notice to the 
defendant informing him of a contempt allegation and to 
show cause as to why he should not be held in contempt 
of court,” according to the report. 
The defendant pled guilty to contempt and was eventually 
sentenced to 20 days in the Oakland County jail. Accord-
ing to the report, the defendant in the case filed a motion 
for reconsideration, which was denied because the sen-
tence was not illegal or invalid, and thus the court had lost 
authority to modify the sentence.
 According to Barron, “A district court of this state is em-
powered by the statue to hold a party in contempt for ‘dis-
obeying any lawful order, decree, or process of the court’” 
and in this case the defendant “intentionally refused to 
obey the order” and thus was subject to additional sentenc-
ing, which included jail time that was initially promised.
Seaholm’s Smith* doesn’t dispute the legality of the 
court’s move, but takes issue with the approach.
“It’s ridiculous to throw kids in jail for first time offenses,” 
said Smith*. “The last thing the authorities should worry 
about are 16 year old kids, when there are much more seri-
ous crimes happening in the county.”
Barron said each case is unique and each sentence takes 
into account the greater good of the community.
“You hope that sentences make an impact on others,” said 
Barron. “You want them to make society a better place, 
not a worse place, you have to look at all of these factors 

Sentencing:
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around than usual,” junior Lauren Stinson, who 
frequently travels to Mexico, said of her most 
recent winter 
break visit 
there. “But 
I didn’t feel 
scared at 
all. Nothing 
l o o k e d 
dangerous or 
sketchy.”
   Senior 
Jared Lincoln 
agrees. 
   “My group 
and I went 
into town to 
shop and eat, 
unlike some 
others who were too worried about their safety 
to    leave the resort,” Lincoln said. “That felt 
completely safe too.” 
   Senior Brooke Selis, who has been going to 
Mexico for the past 7 years, did not notice any 

apparent differences. She keeps in touch with a 
local from Zihuntenejo, Mexico, and shared one 
of their recent conversations.
   “He said drugs were out of control and these 
gangs were killing several police,” said Selis. “He 
then informed me that if you are not involved [in 
drug trafficking], you should be safe.”
   Senior Stephanie Harrison had the same thoughts 
as Selis after going to Mexico. 
   “If I had not heard about all of the problems from 
the media, I would have had no idea there had 
been any changes within the country,” Harrison 
said. “I felt as safe as I had always felt there in the 
previous years I’ve gone.”
   While there seemed to be more of a concern 
surrounding several border cities and Cancun, 
where the violence is said to be the worst, those 
who traveled to such places still did not feel 
threatened. 
   “We went into Cancun a few times and traveled 
in and out of their airport,” said junior Alex Naski. 
“You wouldn’t even know that there is violence 
taking place in the city. There were no signs of 
it.”
   Pohl did notice, however, that the Mexican 

police force was not too 
careful about anything.
   “They were drinking 
beer at a checkpoint 
station one afternoon 
when we drove by them,” 
Pohl said. “It’s just not 
the way we would do 
things here. Seeing on-
duty cops drinking beer 
is not exactly going to 
make you feel safe. But 
nonetheless, I felt like 
they were still able to do 
their job and never felt 
endangered.”
   This seemed to be the 

common theme for those who went to Mexico. 
  “There was nothing to look out for,” said senior 
Kevin Buxton. “Everything was completely safe. 
I had a great time with my bros.”

“I never really 
thought I would 

end up at
Michigan”

Seaholm senior
Alex Park

Mexico trips go over without a hitch

“You wouldn’t even 
know there that there 
is violence in the city. 

There were no signs of 
it.”

Seaholm Junior
Alex Naski
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PROM SURVIVAL GUIDE

Tips
o   For hair, try a beauty school, it’s half the price and 
everyone knows ‘young up to date’ styles
 -David Pressely School of Cosmetology (Royal  
Oak) $15-20
o   Be sure to make your appointment early 
in the day in order to save time for a 
redo if the stylist butchers your hair 
with a weed whacker
o   Finally, remember to thank 
your parents with a hug.

o    Step 1: Evenly place the flower on the lapel, and cross the 
first pin at the bottom left corner of the stem.
o    Step 2: Push the pin until you go through the shirt; you’ll 
know you’ve gone far enough when you hear an “ouch.”
o    Step 3: Apologize, pull out the pin, and repeat step 2. 
o    Step 4: Give up and ask Mom to do it.

How to put on the Boutonniere

What not to 
say to your...

Male date: Female date:
o   “Can you hold my purse 
for me? It’s taking away 
from my dress.”
o   “Before you go home can 
you drop me off at [cooler 
friend]’s after party?”
o   “You’re going to exer-
cise sometime before prom, 
right?” 
o   “Last year my prom date 
did everything perfectly, 
but no pressure, I’ve low-
ered my expectations this 
time around.” 
o   “You know, my parents 
went to their senior prom 
together and they’ve been 
married for 
25 
years!”

o   “Wow, 
you’re re-
ally get-

ting your 
money’s 
worth 
on that 
chocolate 
fountain.”

o   “T hat’s 
an...interesting… 
dress.”
o   “I had a lot of fun 
with you tonight, good 
thing my first choice 
turned me down.”
o   “Oh! You actually 
clean up nice.”
o   “Remember, you still 
owe me 50 dollars for 
your ticket.”

Don’t forget...
o Corsage/Boutonniere
o Extra clothes
o School ID
o T hree words: Tide-to-Go
o Camera
o Cell phone
o Breath mints *wink wink*
o Some extra cash

Alexi Knock, Lifestyles Editor Aknock@seaholmhighlander.com  

Richard Grenn, Staff Writer Rgrenn@seaholmhighlander.com

Page Design by Ashley Harte
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   Michigan’s weak economy is making finding a job nearly 
impossible for many teenagers who are looking to make some 
extra spending money for the summer months. 
   “[I’ve] looked at a lot of different places: Ray’s ice cream, 
Camp Super Summer, and a few others,”   junior Kathryn Watts 
said. She has had no luck with any of her applications thus far.
   Watts said she now she will just “apply anywhere I can… but 
the job market is horrible. There are no jobs.”
   This discouraged and dejected attitude seems to be a com-
monality among teenagers. While there are a few jobs avail-
able, the openings are sure to not last very long.
   At the boutique Oliver’s Trendz in downtown Birmingham, 
the manager, Carolyn said that they have “already hired their 
staff [for the summer] and are very happy with it.”
   Carolyn also said that “people came looking for jobs earlier in 
the season this year” and the store had “college students come 
in looking for work over Easter Break.”
   Upon calling Oliver’s Trendz, Carolyn was the one who an-
swered the phone on the first ring. Many small business owners 
and managers have begun working more hours themselves and 
cutting back on their employees hours in an effort to cut costs 
from within.
   The mere fact that people were looking for jobs earlier this 
season is a big indicator that many are without jobs, and are 
looking for whatever work they can find.
   Over the past decade, the unemployment rate in Michigan 
has risen from 4.1 % in February of 1999 to a whopping 12.0 
% just this past February of 2009 according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 
   While these numbers may not seem relevant to today’s teen-
agers, they do reflect the current economic recession of Michi-
gan, along with the rest of the United States.
   And for teens, it is obvious that finding a summer job has 
proven difficult. 
   According to an article written for the Wall Street Journal by  
Rachel Solomon, “Even in a bad economy, experts say the 
most talented workers always have options; retaining those em-
ployees can be critical to keeping the business on track during 
rocky times.”

   Thus, most businesses have made employment cuts and head-
ing into the summer, they have retained only the most essential 
employees; cutting any position they deem uncritical to the 
company.
   In personal experience looking for a job at Michael’s, there 
were no positions available, and the employee who this reporter 
spoke with said that her hours had already been cut.
The businesses still hiring now have the cream of the crop 
to choose from in applicants. With so many people lacking 
jobs, companies have benefited because they can afford to be     
choosy.
   Target and Old Navy are two businesses that are hiring in 
these tough times. Both declined to comment for this story.
   To apply at Old Navy, simply fill out an application at www.
gap.com. 
   To apply at Target, go into the store, to the Kiosk by the cus-
tomer service desk and fill out the application (which will take 
30-45 minutes). Target does hire high school students, starting 
at 16 years old.
   With so many people lacking jobs, companies have benefited 
because they can now afford to be choosy when hiring.  And 
unfortunately for high school students, they will likely choose 
a college graduate with work and life experience over a moody 
teenager who doesn’t really want to work when considering ap-
plications.
   This has become evident to students looking for work over 
the summer. 
“[I want] to get a job for the summer, but I feel discouraged be-
cause all the college students already got to them,” said    Krista 
Formberg, a junior at Troy High School.
   While there are a few, albeit rare jobs out there that are still 
open, students must jump on any opportunity they get to work, 
because in this market, openings won’t last for long.
    One quick tip: networking is key in any job. If you have con-
nections in the business world, take advantage of them. 

Aubrie Sass
Staff Writer
Asass@seaholmhighlander.com

Poor Economy Makes Summer Jobs Hard to Find

Calley Murphy 
Perfect Score

Zach Hill
Staff Writer
Zhill@seaholmhighlander.com

Josh Cohen
Opinion Editor
Jcohen@seaholmhighlander.com

June marks Seaholm junior Sergio Lanza’s last month in Michigan. That’s when his father’s five year assignment with the Italian Consulate in Detroit will end.  Photo by Josh Cohen

Summer Community 
Service Opportunities
For those students who either can’t find a 
summer job, or don’t have to work, or just 
are looking for someway to get involved this 
summer, community service is the answer. 
The following are summer community service 
opportunities. You can also contact Mrs. 
Shettle in the community service office for 
more information.
·Summer in the City: uses volunteers at 
various sites in Detroit all summer. Tues-Fri 9AM-
2PM June 23-Aug 14. Students carpool from 
Andover or Groves- leaving at 9AM sharp. Come 
as little or often as you like. Go to http://www.
summerinthecitydetroit.org or call 248 790-1000.

Band of Angels Bike Camp: June 22-26 
at the Cross of Christ Lutheran Church 1100 Lone 
Pine Rd. Help assist cognitively impaired children 
while they learn to ride a bike. 8:30-12 or 12:30-
2:30 or 2:15-5:30 Contact Ms. Cocozzo at Liz@
bandofangels.com For more information go to www.
bandofangels.com/Outreach/BikeCamp/

Relay for Life: June 13-14 at Beverly Park. Help 
raise money for the American Cancer Society at this 
24-hour event. Contact Kari DeCarlo at kari.decarlo@
cancer.org or Alexi Knock at Sknock@comcast.net

Habitat for Humanity: For Detroit projects 
go to www.habitatdetroit.org For Oakland County 
projects go to www.habitatoakland.org

Birmingham Farmer’s Market: 8:45AM-
2PM every Sunday beginning June 7th. Email John 
Heiney at jheiney@ci.birmingham.mi.us or call 248 
433-3550.

Berkshire Community Garden: Help is 
needed throughout the summer to water, weed & 
pick vegetables. All the produce will go to a local 
soup kitchen. Email Lori Lachowicz at ll02bps@
birmingham.k12.mi.us to volunteer

Safety Town: is a summer camp that teaches 
safety skills to kindergarteners. June 22-July 2 & 
July 13-23 9:30-11:30am & 12:30-2:30pm Call 248 
203-5308.

Camp Kaleidoscope: at Pembroke School 
needs teens to help with projects and outdoor play. 
June 15-19 & June 22-26 9am-12pm. Call Mrs. Muir 
at 248 203-3880

Beaumont Pediatric Rehabilitation 
Center: has a 6-week program for children. June- 
July 2 hours/week. Activities include swimming, 
handwriting, martial arts & dance. Contact Jennifer 
Walker at jen.walker@beaumonthospitals.com

Birmingham Bloomfield Art Center: is 
looking for students to assist with their Summer Art 
Camp in July. Call Susan Owens at 248 737-0983 to 
volunteer.

Far Conservatory: provides recreation 
services to children and adults with special needs. 
Help with their summer programs. Call Taylor 
Walkner at 248 646-3347.

Cranbrook Institute of Science: needs 
volunteers for special events or for on-going 
programs. Call 248 645-3259.

Common Ground Sanctuary: is looking 
for teen volunteers to be trained to answer the 
special crisis line for teens and parents of teens. 
Cheryl Ross at 248 456-8137 ext 175.

Sunrise Assisted Living in Troy: is 
looking for volunteers to help with activities with 
their seniors- crafts, reading, and games. Call Jane 
Ramsden at 248 293-1200.

Arden Courts of Bingham Farms: an 
Alzheimer’s assisted living facility, would welcome 
student volunteers to help with arts and crafts, sing 
along, table games and projects. Call Janet Evans at 
248 644-8100.

Volunteer Impact: has volunteer opportunities 
in the metro area. Visit their website at www.uwsem.
org/vi

   Today, there are 34 days left of school for freshmen, 
sophomores, and juniors. And though Seaholm students all have 
the last day of school circled in red marker on their calendars, 
that last day is of greater significance for junior Sergio Lanza. 
   That’s when Roberto Lanza, Sergio’s dad, ends his five year 
assignment in Detroit. His Vice Consulate job for the Italian 
government takes him from city to city once every five years 
(a consulate is like an embassy, except it’s located outside of 
the nation’s capital). After 15 years of moving, He goes back 
to Italy for a year.
   At the end of this year, the 15 year period is up, meaning Sergio 
is moving back to Trieste, Italy after three years at Seaholm. 
   Sergio’s whole life has been spent in a series of homes in 
different cities across the US. However, that’s not where his life 
started.
   “I was born in Honduras,” said Lanza. “I lived there until I was 
one and a half years old.”
   It was then when Sergio developed soft tissue sarcoma (a 
type of cancer) in his nose. This prompted his family to move 
from their home in Honduras to Houston, Texas, for Sergio to 
get life-saving treatment at the M.D. Anderson Cancer Center. 
After a year of treatment, young Sergio was declared cured.
   Sergio has a unique outlook on his past hardships. His attitude 
is not that of one with something missing, it’s of someone who’s 
been given a gift.
   “He went through incredible amount of physical trauma, and 
he’ll never let you know it,” said David Reed-Nordwall, one of 
Sergio’s teachers. “Kids complain because they’re tired from 
homework, and he’s been through so much more than that 
and he never complains about anything. He’s a hero walking 
among us.”

   “If I’d never had cancer, I can guarantee that I’d never come to 
the states,” said Lanza. “I’ve had a great time here.”
   Sergio’s family stayed in Houston and sent him to Post Oak 
Montessori through the middle of his first grade year, when 
they moved to Philadelphia. From then on, his life has been 
as normal as someone in his situation could be. As can be 
imagined, moving so often has made certain parts of life hard 
for Sergio.
   “It’s really hard to lose friends every five years, and make new 
ones,” said Lanza. “It’s hard to stay in contact with old friends. 
I lost my all my contacts from Houston, and I only have a few 
left from Philadelphia. It’s really sad.”
   However, Sergio sees the bright side of moving so often as 
well.
   “It’s really interesting to experience different cultures across 
the states, and it is really great to make new friends so often.”
   Sergio attended Rush Valley Middle School for sixth grade. 
However, the end of sixth grade meant the end of Sergio’s time 
in Philadelphia. The first day of seventh grade at Derby was 
Sergio’s first day at Birmingham Public Schools. 
   Since he’s been going to BPS schools, Sergio has proved over 
and over again that he is not one to use his life history as an 
excuse for an easy way out to the middle of the road; instead he 
succeeds in spite of past adversity. 
   “I love playing soccer at Seaholm,” said Lanza. “I liked 
playing on the freshman team the best, because I got to play 
the game I love without having the stress of playing at a higher 
level of competition.”
   Sergio also enrolls in highly rigorous courses here at Seaholm. 
He is currently taking Flex, AP Biology, Honors Physics, and 
Honors Pre Calculus. In addition, he speaks three languages: 
Spanish, Italian, and English. 
   “He’s a heck of a thinker,” said Reed-Nordwall. “The quality 
of thinking is something I really enjoy in his papers.”
   However, at the Italian school he’ll attend next year, his classes 

will be considered average.
   “Basically, the classes in Italy are harder than they are here,” 
said Lanza. “By their standards, I take less rigorous classes than 
an honors student in Italy.”
   While he’s attended Seaholm, Sergio has stood out as a bright 
spot in people’s day. Though he has quite a few factors out of 
his control working against him, he makes the best (and more) 
of his situation. He found things he loved to do at Seaholm and 
perused them with passion, things like soccer, or Flex.
   “I’ve had a great time at Seaholm. I love Flex. I love the style 
we learn in,” said Lanza. “I feel like I’m getting a higher level 
of education.”
   As the school year draws to a close, so does Sergio’s time in 
Birmingham. He is beginning to prepare for a new life in Italy.
   “In Italy, I’ll be enrolled in an international school, which 
means the teaching will be in English,” said Lanza. “In Europe, 
there are five years of high school instead of four. So I still have 
two years to go.”
   After high school, Sergio has his sights set on a career in 
medicine, which he’ll practice in Italy.
   “Once I’m out of school, I’d like to go to medical school at the 
University of Bologna, which is a prestigious Italian university 
with a great reputation for turning out good doctors,” said 
Lanza. “In order to get in, you need to take a university specific 
test. It’s kinda like the ACT, except harder.
   “University is cheaper in Italy. You take the test, and if you get 
in, you only pay 2,000 or 3,000 dollars a term, instead of paying 
tens of thousands of dollars,” said Lanza. “Instead of paying 
your way into a university, you learn your way in.”
   Sergio’s outlook on moving to Trieste, as usual, is positive. 
   “I’m excited to start my life in Italy,” said Sergio. “I’m ready 
to start my career and make new friends.” 
   Though Sergio will be absent from the halls of Seaholm next 
year, he undoubtedly left his mark in the three years he was 
here.

Moving On

Photo courtesy of Calley Murphy

The top 0.005% of the entire state.
This is the select group Junior Calley Murphy put herself 

into when she became one of only five people in the entire 
state to score a perfect 36 on March’s state wide ACT/MME 
according to ACT media relations coordinator, Nancy 
Owens.  

 Equally impressive, Sandi Spencer, the BPS District 
Assessment Coordinator, believes that in the past five years 
only two other people in the entire district have gotten a 36.  

Seaholm Principal Terry Piper explains, “it’s very 
significant because doing the very best you can do on a test is 
very rare on this test.”

Perhaps most impressive was that Murphy’s prep did not 
include a tutor or ACT readiness class. 

“I did one or two practice ACT’s,” Murphy said, “But only 
the reading sections, since that was where I needed to improve 
the most.”  

The perfect score was unexpected. 
“Yes, I was very surprised,” Murphy explained, “I was 

unsure about several questions in the English section, and had 
to rush because I ran out of time in the Reading section, so I 
wasn’t expecting a very high score.  

With a perfect ACT, Murphy seems to have almost limitless 
possibilities for college

 “I have a lot of colleges that I want to visit,” Murphy said, 
“But right now the ones at the top of my list are MIT, Carnegie 
Mellon, and of course, Michigan.”

Murphy said she is looking into specific programs, but 
finances will be a factor.

“I am looking at the good engineering schools, but 
scholarships and sports will also play a large role in my final 
decision,” she said. 

Murphy explains, “I’m pretty sure I want to be an engineer,” 
which is another positive attribute since female engineers are 
less common. 

Murphy is also a standout athlete, especially in the pool.  
Murphy has qualified for the state meet for the past three years 
and finished seventh in the 100 meter breast stroke this year. 

While most juniors are scheduling mainly easy classes next 
year, Murphy is continuing to challenge herself. 

“Next year, I’m in AP Physics, AP Environmental Science, 
and AP Calculus BC, and I’m considering adding AP Gov,” 
she explained. 

Beyond next year, Murphy’s future appears to have few 
limits. 

 “Someone who is that talented academically can do almost 
anything they want to,” Piper said.  “She’s just a great example 
of how focused and how academically talented our entire 
student body is. She’s a great representative of our student 
body.”

Do you have a story worth telling? 

Contact the Seaholm Highlander:
tips@seaholmhighlander.com
Newsroom: 248-203-3803

Italy awaits junior as 
he says arrivederci 
to Seaholm
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   If you like suspenseful stories about old school, 
tough reporters, this may just rank alongside 
All the President’s Men as the Godfather of the 
genre. 
   State of Play uses the current economic strug-
gles of the print journalism world as a contem-
porary backdrop for a political thriller.  
   The story begins when Cal McAffrey (played 

  It’s 6:30 AM. Jungle sounds are heard faintly 
at first, then louder by the second. It’s the theme 
song to Disney’s The Lion King and it means we 
have to wake up. 
  There are 19 of us students here in the desert 
of Mexicali, Mexico, but we are just 19 of more 
than a thousand students from across the country 
here for the same purpose. Not to party with our 
friends and lay on the beach all day, but to serve 
our neighbors to the south and share our Christian 
faith. 
   We all wake up as the music continues to play, 
song after song for about twenty minutes. For 
some, this is the hardest part of the day. All strug-
gles aside, it’s still time to get dressed and begin 
the day’s work. There are no showers or bath-
rooms with running water and mirrors to do one’s 
makeup. Only the row of portable toilets and sev-
eral bottles of travel-sized hand sanitizer.
 Having nineteen students with our group, the big-
gest our church has ever taken on this trip in its 15 
years of participation, we are equipped enough to 
work in two separate villages. As we pile into our 
vans after breakfast and morning worship, we all 
eagerly await reuniting with the people for whom 
this trip is all about. 
   As we pull up to the small Mexican village of 
Irapuato, the faces of small children swarm the car 
in excitement. When we greet the community, I 
try to piece together my broken Spanish in hopes 
that I could find the words to express all the things 
I was feeling. But as I began to draw a blank, I 
found the small arms of a Mexican child wrapped 
around me in a warm embrace. As both our 
groups joined hands in prayer, I knew we didn’t 
need words to express the love we were feeling.
   The language barrier is difficult, and although 
most of us speak some Spanish we still find it 
hard to hold conversation. It is often said that love 
needs no words, something especially prevalent 
here. To fill what would otherwise be silence, 
we lead the kids over to the soccer field (or plot 
of sand reserved for soccer games). If we are not 
here messing around with the kids, we are inside 
the small church playing games, singing songs, 
performing skits, or doing crafts. These activities 
serve as ways to show these innocent and impov-
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Junior Lanie Barron worked with children in Mexico over spring break this year. 

Mission Trips Change 
Lives Around The Globe

erished children a good time, as well as share our 
faith with the community.
   It is immediately evident when you enter Irapua-
to that they don’t even come close to the Birming-
ham standards of wealth. The average man in 
Irapuato is uneducated and has a yearly salaries 
are equivalent to what most our adult chaperones 
make in a matter of weeks. Even the most luxuri-
ous homes in the village have two or three rooms 
without electricity or indoor plumbing. The chil-
dren we taught and played with sometimes wore 
the same clothes throughout the entire week. One 
of the most shocking images of poverty I saw dur-
ing my stay in Mexico was that of two toddlers 
who lived in a home next to the church wearing 
only diapers bathing in their muddy, fly laden 
well.
   But even in spite of what I perceived as heart 
breaking poverty, the joy I witnessed when we in-
teracted with the people of Irapuato surpasses that 
of anything I’ve ever experienced in the United 
States. Beyond ‘happy’, they were eternally grate-
ful to even be blessed with what they had been. In 
this way, we were served in return. 
   Reality set it more and more throughout the 
week. We are all so incredibly lucky to be living 
where we are and with what we are. No matter 
how bad the economy is, no matter what our par-
ents’ jobs may provide, it is stunning to note that 
a mere unemployment check provides more per 
month than do their actual jobs. 
While some people may have already forgotten 
what they did on their spring break, I know I will 
remember mine forever. The love and the power 
of God I’ve seen in the faces of the children is an 
image I will carry with me for the rest of my life. 
I would strongly encourage the teenagers of this 
community to take advantage of their blessings 
and really serve someone else, no matter what 
your religious beliefs or personal circumstances. 
There is nothing more rewarding than stepping 
out of your comfort zone and outside of your self 
in order to serve others.
As our stay in the village drew to an end, both 
communities gathered together for one last tearful 
goodbye. At the beginning of our journey togeth-
er, we were two peoples from completely differ-
ent worlds. But as I exchanged my final goodbyes 
with the children I had come to love so much, I 
knew that I was home. 

Lanie Barron
News Editor
Lbarron@seaholmhighlander.com

Peter Gargaro
Staff Writer
Pgargaro@seaholmhighlander.com

Hold off on suing the courts

Highlander Editorial

by Russell Crowe, A Beautiful Mind), a veteran 
writer for the Globe Newspaper, unknowingly 
opens Pandora’s Box when he takes on a run of 
the mill murder story.  
   At the same time, a new gossip writer at his paper, 
Della Fry (Rachel McAdams, The Notebook), is 
put on assignment to write about Congressman 
Stephen Collins (Ben Affleck, Hollywood land) 
having an affair with a woman who committed 
suicide.  
   When McAffrey discovers that their stories are 

connected, the unlikely pair teams up to get the 
bigger story.
   When the story goes from murder to con-
spiracy, Cal must ask for delayed deadlines; he 
is determined to give the public the whole truth 
in his story, not just speculations. The plot builds 
to a race against his final deadline.  
   State of play is a character and mystery driven 
thriller.  Cal is a sloppy but passionate investiga-
tive reporter who loves the feel of newspaper ink 
on his hands in opposition to online newspapers.  
He is a workaholic; his friends are his editor and 
his sources.    
   And Cal is a damn good reporter.  He knows 
how to make people talk, he isn’t afraid to break 
the law to get his story, and he always has a pen 
ready.
   Cal is also a bit of a hypocrite, he insists on tell-
ing a story that does the right thing by the people, 
but he is very biased and breaks rules to give his 
best friend, Collins, advantages and warnings 
before he hits headlines.  Cal’s only unwavering 
motive is to reveal the truth.  
   There is also a fictional large shifty corporation 
that is behind the conspiracy mirroring shifty 
corporations like Halliburton. 
    Crowe is spot on as always, and Matt Damon 
can finally take off his “I’m with stupid” shirt 
when he hangs out with Ben.  Affleck takes a se-
rious and difficult role we don’t usually see him 
in, and turns in one of his best performances. 
   Helen Mirren (The Queen) plays Cal’s tough 
as nails editor, who clearly has faith in him, but 
must put pressure on him to finish his story
   Jason Bateman (Arrested Development) pro-
vides some comic relief as a self obsessed party-
boy character. “I would blow your Saab up with 
myself in it,” he tells Cal.  While he is being 
taped and interrogated by Cal, he pops pills to 
kill time.     
   Jeff Daniels, Robin Wright Penn, and Harry 
Lennix also do very well in their roles.  
   Some scene collages at the newspaper office 
could be a little shorter, and the ending can seem 
obvious at times but it wouldn’t be a conspiracy 
movie if it did not keep you speculating.  
   If you want to be a reporter, detective or politi-
cian someday, than State of Play is your movie.  
It is a great ode to newspapers and how citizens 
can make a difference with just a pen and paper.   
Or a typewriter. 

Rated PG-13, 127 minutes, now playing every-
where.

Photo courtesy of Lanie Barron

Within the Seaholm community there are those who believe the 48th 
District Court (Bloomfield Township) is too tough when it comes time to 
sentence those for underage drinking violations.  
This notion stems from the tendency of 48th District Court judges to 

sentence Minor in Possession (MIP) offenders year-long probation periods 
that require meetings with probation officers, and weekly breath tests. 
Critics, including lawyers who have brought a lawsuit against the 48 

and 52-3 District Courts, say the punishments are too tough for first time 
offenders.
It’s not fair, they said.
We see their point, but have difficulty agreeing with them.
If one meets the requirements, the MIP 

is dropped in most cases and a minor can 
forget that he or she ever had a crime on 
their record. 
Sure, a slip in the road to redemption has 

left some minors facing time in the Oakland 
County jail for contempt of court -- which 
in common terms mean you willingly and 
knowingly violated an order of the court. 
It’s important to point out a key element 

– first time offenders are not punished with 
jail time as a result of their first mistake, the 
original MIP. The punishment critics are 
complaining about is the second mistake 
– the one made after the offender was 
sentenced.
Call us cynical, but isn’t this akin to 

blowing the proverbial “second chance”?
MIPs are, unfortunately, commonplace within the community, and 

they often end up punishing good kids for a one-time mistake made on 
a rowdy and rambunctious weekend. Make no mistake, the Highlander 

doesn’t condone underage drinking, but fully understands that sometimes 
punishments may not be perceived as fully warranted. 
However, what can one expect a judge to do? For every Ivy League-

bound MIP owner, there is a minor who is responsible for the death of 
another human being from an accident that happened when he or she was 
driving drunk and lost control of the wheel.
For those critical of a judge trying to send a message to underage drinkers, 

imagine the community uproar if a judge’s slap of the wrist allowed a first 
time offender to become an alcohol-fueled vehicular killer the second 
time?   
A judge is fully within his or her legal bounds to utilize the contempt 

of court statue laid down by the state of Michigan’s legislature in 1961. 
When one violates probation, which is an order of the court, they 
shouldn’t necessarily think it’s unfair if a judge exercises his right to use 
the contempt of court statue to impose a more severe punishment. More 
severe punishments have included jail time in the past, but if one lacks the 
rationality to willingly abide by their probation maybe a couple of days in 
the county jail couldn’t hurt. 
The Highlander takes a position of neutrality when it comes to sentencing 

for Minors in Possession, hoping that our community has the ability of 
understanding both the perspective of the 
judge and defendant before scrutinizing 
either party. 
Still, our message to the judges of the 48 

and 52-3 Districts is to remember justice is 
difficult if there is a perception that you’re 
unjust arbiters of the law (whether or not 
the perception is fair is irrelevant). 
We urge those judges to only extend the 

statue of contempt of court if it’s absolutely 
necessary. Make clear to the community 
what you did to the Highlander in your 
hour long interview, where you expressed 
that when you sentence for a MIP your 
aims are to rehabilitate, and each case 
is evaluated with the character and past 
history of the individual in mind.  
Hopefully then even the critics will 

understand that the courts’ goal is not to 
screw citizens over or become victims of lawsuits, but to serve the people. 

It’s important to point out a key 
element – first time offenders 
are not punished with jail time as 
a result of their first mistake, the 
original MIP. The punishment critics 
are complaining about is the second 
mistake – the one made after the 
offender was sentenced.
Call us cynical, but isn’t this akin 

to blowing the proverbial “second 
chance”?

Judges fully within legal rights to 
sentence jail time for contempt 
of court, but only when it’s 
absolutely necessary
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Girls Softball Opens Season On 
Successful Note
Nick Naski
Staff Writer
Nick Naski@seaholmhighlander.com

Freshman Synchro Swimmer Trains 
with Team Russia for London 2012

Seaholm Freshman Alexa Tchekmarev undergoes 
rigourous training at the Colorado Springs Olympic Train-
ing Center during the summer to prepare for the 2012 
Summer Olympics for synchronized swimming for Team 
Russia.                                      
Photo By: Lindsay Boeckl

   While most kids spend their summers sleeping 
in and laying in the sun, Freshman Alexa Tchek-
marev has a different idea of fun. 
   Alexa spends her summer days training for eight 
hours at the Colorado Springs Olympic Training 
Center with the 13-15 years Russian National 
Synchronized Swimming Team. 
   Beginning competition in synchronized swim-
ming at the age of eight, Alexa got her interest in 
synchronized swimming from her mother.
   Alexa’s mother, Olga 
Kouznetsova, won 
USSR and European 
Championships while 
swimming with her 
nation’s team.
   En route to pursuing 
her goals of swim-
ming for Russia in 
2012, Alexa became a 
member on the 13-15 
years National Team 
this past summer. 
   “To become a mem-
ber of the national 
13-15 team we had to 
place in the top 16 in 
the figure competition 
to move on to phase 
two,” explained team 
member Katie Spa-
da. “Then we were 
judged individually 
and ranked, the top 
ten were placed on 
the team.”
   Tchekmarev’s com-
mitment to the team is 
year round, although 
the bulk of the training 
of the season occurs 
during the summer. 
   “The hardest thing 
about being on a 
committed team is 
the man hours of 
practice” Tchekmarev 
said. 
   Everyday of the 
week her team spends 
2 hours on land and 8 
in the water training. 

   The 2009 Seaholm girls softball season has 
started off with a bang. The competition has been 
below average so far, but 3 straight mercies, a 
no-hitter, and a home run by junior Paige Young 
show a promising future for the girls squad this 
season.
   Even though the Maples haven’t gone up against 
any teams in their division, standout players Paige 
Young and Teresa Patterson lead the talented 
lineup for the this season. Young with her arm and 
Patterson with her speed will be a deadly combi-
nation throughout the entire season.
   Multiple players graduated last year from the 
softball team, so the team this year is very young. 
   The Maples also moved up a division this year, 
so it will be a bigger challenge to achieve last 
year’s success. Team chemistry and strong pitch-
ing will help the girls compete in an elite division 
they have been put in.
   “Team chemistry has been superb so far,” junior 
Katherine Sherbin said. “We will have a success-
ful season if it stays this way.”
   The Maples squad is led by senior captains Elle 

   “By the end of the day we’re asking ourselves, 
why are we doing this again?” Tchekmarev ex-
plained. “[Only to remember] oh yeah, we all 
want to be on the Olympic Team.”
Spada sees major potential in Tchekmarev. 
“Alexa is very flexible and a great gymnast” 
Spada said. 
   To prepare for London 2012, Tchekmarev 
swims major competitions such the Pan Ameri-
can Games, Worlds, US Nationals, Swiss opens, 
Rome Opens.
“My biggest goal for the future is making it on the 
Olympic Team and competing in 2012 London 
[Olympics] and going to Stanford University” 
Alexa said. 

   During the last week of the regular season 
when Chicago held the previously mentioned 
closed practice during ‘A’ Lunch, several stu-
dents walked up to the gym doors only to sigh 
and say, “Oh it’s just Chicago.”  
   To a normal High School this would seem 
absurd, but when, arguably four future Hall of 
Famers have used the gym, it is indeed, just the 
Chicago Bulls.  
   Still, Seaholm has been more than happy to 
accommodate the Bulls and any other team 
that is looking for a place to practice.
   In 2004, the Los Angeles Lakers were in 
town for the NBA Finals.  Stars like Kobe Bry-
ant and Shaquille O’Neal graced the Seaholm 
grounds with their presence for the first time, 
but it was certainly not their last visit to the 
Maples’ home gym.  The Lakers continue to 
use the Seaholm facility, starting a new trend 
for other NBA teams.
   “An assistant trainer from the Lakers was 
from this area and asked about any local high 
schools to practice in,” said Seaholm Athletic 
Director Aaron Frank.  “They called the main 
office, they transferred [him] to me and he 
asked if our facility was available.  He now 
works for the Spurs, which was how they 
found out about our gym.”
   But it has not only been teams that have uti-
lized our facility.  
   When Kobe Bryant made his famous ap-
pearance for an individual shoot-around late 
last month, a  high level Lakers official told the 
Highlander  Bryant made this arrangement on 
his own, not through the team.
   Though the Lakers and Spurs were more open 
than expected, the Chicago Bulls preferred to 
have a closed practice during our school hours 
preventing classes like Basketball Tech and 
Personal Fitness from carrying on with their 
normal day’s activities.
    “They did interrupt our routine a little,” said 
Physical Education Teacher, Jeff Devantier.  
“The least they could do was let my kids check 
out what was going on.”
      E-mails and calls to the Bulls from the High-
lander  seeking comment were not returned.
   Having star players at Seaholm, though hav-
ing minimal inconveniences, has more than its 
share of benefits for the school.  In these hard 
economic times, the school has been making 
budget cut after budget cut but the luxury we 
have in hosting these teams has financially 
worked out for the better. 
   “When these teams come in we get a lot of 
autographed items which we can auction off at 
the BEF auction”, said Frank.  “We also like to 
get our [high school] players involved and let 
them see what an NBA practice is like.”
   Teams like Lakers and San Antonio Spurs 
have, by no means, disclosed their practices to 
the public.  During a boys Varsity Basketball 
practice this winter, they were able to witness 
what a real NBA practice consisted of when 
they took in the Spurs preparing for their up-
coming contest with the Pistons.
   “It was really cool watching those guys prac-
tice”, said senior Brian Bjerke.  “I see them 
every morning on Sportscenter and it was cool 
seeing them in real life.”
   Though others high school students and 
NBA fans across the country many find it hard 
to believe, the NBA visitor phenomenon is be-
ginning to be taken for granted by some of the 
student body, but that’s just how constant of an 
ordeal this is starting to become.  
   For Seaholm Principal Terry Piper, a former 
Division III basketball player, it’s just a matter 
of lending a helping hand.
   “More than anything, I think it’s just us being 
a good neighbor to these teams,” Piper said.  
“Getting our kids involved with these guys is 
just a plus.”   

NBA Teams 
Find Home 
at Seaholm 
Ryan Miner
Staff Writer
RMiner@seaholmhighlander.com

Gaudino, Teresa Patterson, and Allison Squatrito.
   Squatrito believes that the captains all earned 
their spots through hard work for three years. 
They have key responsibilities when it comes to 
the team.
   “Our most important responsibilities are keeping 
the team motivated and setting a good example 
for the players,” Squatrito said.
   These three years of hard work earned senior 
Teresa Patterson a scholarship for softball at Hill-
sdale College.
   Sqautrito said that head coach Mike Hessling 
stresses a good work ethic and notices the play-
ers who put in the effort. Communication in and 
outside the field, putting in 110%, and focus are 
crucial for the team’s success.  Hessling will be 
preaching these characteristics the entire season.
“With the words of wisdom from Coach we hope 
it helps our team have a very successful season,” 
junior Brooke Jackson said.
The next game for the girl’s softball team is 
Wednesday, April 22nd against Rochester Ad-
ams.
Editors Note: This game occurred after press 
time.  For updated scores, please visit highschool-
sports.net.

Check us out on the web:

www.seaholmhighlander.com

   Senior year sports are always hard on the student athlete. With the 
final minute of a game, swing of the club, or last inning out on the 
field, the seniors all know that the end of thier high school sports 
career has come to a close.
   The boys varsity baseball team is experiencing something differ-
ent. Not just then end of the high school sports careers, but the end 
of  long time teammates.
   Seniors Ryan Miner, Brian O’Connor, Jon Murray, Brian Bjerke, 
Tyler Haggerson, and Kevin Crimmons all have known each other 
a long time.
   “We’ve been playing with each other since we were 10, eight 
years is a long time to play with somebody, it’s very sad for me to 
know that after this we won’t be teammates anymore,” said senior 
Ryan Miner.
All of them agreed when they were reminded of the old days of 
travel teams and the past four years at Seaholm that it has been 
fun.
   “ I’ve known these guys for a long time, we go way back, I get 
asked who do I think is the best on the team, I don’t think about it 
individually, I think that we are good as a team, not just one,” said 
senior Brian Bjerke.
   After this season they all will be going their separate ways. Hag-
gerson getting a scholarship to Hillsdale for baseball, Bjerke to 
Michigan State, Murray going to Denison, and Miner going to 
Wooster for a football scholarship. The team wants to win at least 
districts to end on a high note.
   “These guys are really nice and good team players, they are es-
sential to our team,” said junior Eric Sherman.
Varsity baseball though hasn’t started the season like they had 
planned. With a quick three wins, they then lost bad ends of a 
double header against Troy.
“I’m happy about our teams enthusiasm even though we lost, 
and I’m happy about being 3-0 in our division, that’s big,” added 
Miner.
There are many chances to catch Senior and the rest of the Varsity 
squad in action at home on April 25 against Southfield Lathrup, or 
when they face cross town rival, Birmingham Groves on May 6.
“If Murray, Bjerke, Miner, and Haggerson stay healthy, I am very 
confident that we are capable to go far this season,” said Sherman.
The season ends at the Marysville Tournament, May 23, where the 
tightly bonded seniors take to the friendly confines one last time.

Alec Larry
Staff Writer
ALarry@seaholmhighlander.com

The End of an Era

Senior Ryan Miner has competed against and with many of his teammates since 4th Grade. Photo courtesy of Seaholm Baseball

Six Seaholm Seniors 
have shared a diamond 
since age 10
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Smock to Play Lacrosse for 
University of Detroit Mercy

David Guenther
Sports Writer
DGuentherr@seaholmhighlander.com

Varsity Softball
Record: 3-0
Top Performers: Paige Young, 
Teresa Patterson, Allison Squatrito

Varsity Baseball
Record: 3-2
Last Week: Won North Farmington, 
Lost to Troy twice
This Week: Wednesday vs. Avondale, 
Thurs. At Groves, Sat vs. Southfield 
Lathrup
Top Performers: Tyler Haggerson, 
Ryan Miner, Brian Bjerke

Girls Varsity Lax
Record: 1-2
This Week: Fri. @ Sacred Heart
Top Performers: Brooke MacGregor, 
Rachel Miller, Nancy Miner

Sports Briefs

Foreman’s 
Corner

   One day it’s 30 degrees and miserable, the next 
its 80 degrees and sunny.   Despite the inconsisten-
cy in the weather, Seaholm’s athletes have been 
able to stay consistent in their game play.
   The spring sports season is underway, and top 
Maple athletes have begun their quest for glory in 
June.
   To start things off on a good note, the varsity 
baseball team is off to a 3-2 start.
   After winning their first three games on the dia-
mond, Coach Wachowski’s team ran into a rock-
solid Troy High squad, losing a double header by 
scores of 7-2 and 9-6.
   Aside from Saturday’s hiccup, the team has been 
competing at a high level from the start.
   On opening day, the Maple’s took out Berkely7-
3, helped in part by a strong outing from Veteran 
right-handed pitcher Tyler Haggerson. 
   The win was followed up with a 5-4 nail-biter 
over the Berkley Bears and a 10-0 demolition of 
the Lasher Knights.
   Be sure to watch the Maples battle their cross-
town rival tonight, in a 4:30pm road matchup 
with Groves
   A date to remember is a May 5th make-up dou-
ble header with the powerful warrior-squad from 
Brother Rice at Maple Field.
   The Maple Golfers opened the season with a 
bang, winning a tri-tournament at Farmington 
Hills golf club.
   It was a Farmington sweep as the team over-
matched both Harrison and Farmington.
   “It was a good start to the season,” said sopho-
more golfer Andrew Globe. “It’s always good to 
start off with a win, but we still need to keep it up 
because its only one match.”
   The boy’s lacrosse squad is off to a slower start 
than usual.
   The Unified split their first three games, and hold 
a 3-3 record.
   “There were a couple of really close games that 
could have gone either way,” said Sophomore 
Matt Roden. “U of D and Cranbrook were both 
really tough games, but we didn’t make any ex-
cuses, we just have to play hard and try to win the 
next game.” 
   The Maple lacrosse players will look to improve 
their record in the Buckeye state this weekend, 
playing a pair of strong Ohio lacrosse teams.
   Coach Jeff Martin’s team faces Upper Arlington 
on Saturday followed by a Sunday matchup with 
Thomas Worthington.
   “We’re looking forward to beating some Ohio 
teams,” said Roden. “I mean, I’m excited to play 
a couple of teams from another state, it should be 
a good experience.” 
   The spring sports season is off to a good start, 
but only time will reveal the contenders from the 
pretenders come June.
   If you have a question, comment, or critique 
for the column, feel free to contact me at DFore-
man@seaholmhighlander.com.

David Foreman
Staff Writer
DForeman@seaholmhighlander.com

Standing 5’9” and 140lbs, at first glance Mike 
Smock doesn’t strike you as much of an athlete. 

But after only a few seconds of watching him 
slip in and out of the grasp of opposing defenders, 
it’s easy to see why Smock is considered one of 
the best lacrosse players in the state and a captain 
of the Birmingham Unified Lacrosse team.

“[He’s] one of the top 25 attackmen in the 
Midwest,” said senior Captain Tom Stacy.

“He’s an extremely hard worker,” said Unified 
Head Coach Jeff Martin, “he’s always willing to 
take beating if it means getting a shot off.”

Smock, the focal point of the Unified attack, 
plays a very reckless style, often leaving himself 
vulnerable to opposing defenders. Smock’s 
willingness to give his body up for the team 
though has come back to hurt him recently as 
he was sorely missed during this week’s game 
against Bloomfield, nursing a chest injury. The 
injury dates back to the team’s April 18th outing 
against Franklin Regional Team in which Smock 
was crosschecked from behind, resulting in 
extreme internal bruising.

Despite his size and absence from the line-up, 
Smock remains a team leader in both goals and 
assists. 

“He’s got speed, he’s got stick skills, he’s got 
a great work ethic; he’s the whole package,” said 
Stacy.

   The cradling, feeding, and cutting has started up 
again as the 2009 season took flight for the boys 
unified varsity lacrosse team.
   Following a successful 2008 season, the team 
hoped to start off strong in the season opener 
against Clarkston. On a chilly evening, the team 
jumped out to a quick lead and never looked back. 
They dominated the game, winning 14-3.
   Although, the win streak ended at one as the team 
went on to lose three straight. The varsity squad 
lost on the road in a nail-biter to the University of 
Detroit High School, 12-11. Just two days later, 
the team suffered another loss, this time during 
their home-opener, against Catholic Central. The 
game wasn’t as close as their previous contest; as 
they went on to lose 10-6.
   On March 31st, Cranbrook handed the team 
its third consecutive loss. Once again, the team 
was highly competitive, but their efforts came up 
short as they lost by one goal, 8-7. The game was 
a heartbreaker, as Cranbrook sealed the deal with 
a game winning goal with seconds remaining in 
overtime.
   “Any time you lose three straight games, all of 

Dan Porcerelli
Deputy Sports Editor
DPorcerelli@seaholmhighlander.com

Alec Larry
Staff Writer
ALarry@seaholmhighlander.com

After displaying flashes of brilliance in 
small amounts of playing time last season, the 
graduation of seniors John Piceu and Chris Dyla, 
combined with an off-season injury to junior Matt 
McCarthy have given Smock an opportunity to 
excel; and he has done little to disappoint. Smock 
has broken out this year, establishing himself as 
the most exciting and electric player on the squad 
and one of the best attackmen in the state.

“Smock’s nasty,” says senior Mark Meram, 
“he’s got unreal stick skills”

Smock is widely believed to be the most potent 
offensive force on the Bulldogs roster this season, 
and colleges have began to take notice.

Throughout the fall and winter Smock began 
receiving a lot of interest from Robert Morris 
University and the University of Detroit-Mercy, 
and last month Smock settled on the Titans for his 
collegiate career.

 “It feels great,” said Smock when asked about 
his commitment, “I’m really excited for it.”

After being formed in 2008, the Titans began 
their first official season on February 7th with a 
brutal 21-1 loss against the Ohio State University 
in Columbus. Despite the early season struggles, 
the Titans have shown improvement as the season 
has progressed and remain the only Division 1 
program in the entire state of Michigan.

Smock will be joined on the Titans roster by 
three former Bulldogs and Seaholm alumni: 
redshirt freshman Jeff Julius, freshman Matt 
Clugston, and senior Kevin Demorest. 

Since the Titans the program was formed last 
year, almost every player on the roster played at 

a previous University prior to attending U of D. 
Demorest transferred from Harvard and Julius 
from Michigan State, while Clugston spent some 
time at Fishburne Military School in Virginia 
before making his way to Detroit.

“Assuming he continues to work,” said Coach 
Martin, “I expect him to do very well 

at U of D.”

Extensively 
known through 
Seaholm athletic 
circles for his 
innovative and highly-
technical moves, Mike 
“Dubes” Smock 
considers Steve Nash 
to be his favorite athlete 
and the player his style of 
play can be most easily 
equated to (he considers a 
no-look behind-the-head 
goal against Clarkston 
as his favorite Lacrosse 
memory).

“Dubes” hopes his Steve-
Nash style of play will carry 
over to Detroit where 
the Titan’s inexperience 
should give Smock the 
opportunity to compete for 

Photos Courtesy of Mike Smock

playing time immediately.
As for the Unified season, the team is currently 

3-5, but the record doesn’t tell the entire story. 
Ranked 18th in the state by LaxPower.com, the 
team has lost 2 games by a single goal, including 
an overtime thriller against undefeated Cranbrook 
Kingswood.

“We’ve been playing alright, a lot of ups-and-
downs,” says Smock “we just need to put it all 
together.”

The schedule doesn’t get any easier down the 
stretch for Birmingham. 

Following a day-after-prom road trip to Ohio 
where they will take on undefeated Upper 

Arlington High School, winner of 5 
straight Ohio state championships, the 
Bulldogs have an April 28th match-up 

with #1 ranked city-rival Brother Rice. 
The game at Rice will be a tough test for 
Unified as Rice hasn’t lost to another 
Michigan team in 6 years, the last coming 

in the 2002 State Championship game when 
Birmingham Unified defeated the Warriors 11-

10.
Following the Rice game, Unified finishes 

the season with four consecutive home games 
against top-15 ranked teams including two teams 
ranked in the top 5. If Seaholm can make it out 
of this brutal in-state 5-game stretch with a .500 
record it would be a huge lift for a team that has 
the potential to be great but needs a boost heading 
into the state playoffs.

them being close, it’s disappointing,” senior Tom-
my Stacy said. “Even though we lost, it didn’t 
bother us too much.”
   With four days to soak up the three previous 
losses, the Birmingham Lacrosse team came back 
strong on April 3, where they were facing Rivals 
Country Day High School. Birmingham emerged 
victorious with a big victory, final score 14-5.
   “With a big victory against Country Day, our 
confidence was boosted, and we looked forward 
to facing Troy after spring break,” junior Bronson 
Parry said.
    The confidence obviously carried over to the 
Troy game, when the Birmingham Lacrosse 
squad unleashed a beating, beating troy 17-2.
   Mt. Lebanon, hailing from Pittsburg, traveled 
to Seaholm to face the team.  Birmingham came 
up on the losing end in this affair, losing 9-4, thus 
dropping them below .500 for the season.
   “We just try to take it one game at a time,” Stacy 
said. “We’re going to continue to do that and 
hopefully we’ll get better results.”
   Birmingham’s luck continued to run low, when 
they lost against Franklin Regional. In a some-
what close bout, it ended with a loss, 9-6, sending 
Seaholm’s further record south to 3-5.
   To this point in the season, top performers are 
considered to be juniors Adam Mondry, Brent 
Prior, Scott Drummond, and Madio Corradi.
   “ To be considered a top performer is nice to 
hear, hopefully we can put more of an effort in to 
turn our season around, and get some victories,” 
junior Madio Corradi said.

Boys Varsity Lax
Record: 3-5
Last Week: Won 17-2 Vs. Troy, Lost 
to Mount Lebanon, Lost vs. Franklin
This Week: Wed at Bloomfield, Sat. 
@ Upper Arlington, Sun. @ Thomas 
Worthington
Top Performers: Adam Mondry. 
Brent Prior, Scott Drummond, Madio 
Corradi

Varsity Track
Record: 1-1
Last Week: Southfield Lathrup
This Week: Tues. vs. North Farming-
ton, Thurs. @ Pontiac Northern
Top Boys Performers: Will Kane, 
Ryan Petry, Zach Hill
Top Girl Performers: Alex Matthews, 
Maggie O’Reilly Treter, Lisa Bender

Varsity Soccer:
This Week: 1-0 win over Groves on 
Tuesday
Top Performers: Jackie Wojeda

JV Soccer:
This Week: 2-1 win over Groves on 
Tuesday
Top Performers: Anne Ciemniecki, 
and Chrissy Naegeli

JV soccer team trips up Groves, and goes for 
the win.    Photo by Celia Nelson

BU Boys LAX off to 3-5 Start

What issues are 
important to 
you? Let us 
know:

tips@seaholmhighlander.com
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