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INSIDE:

Privatization Update

   The likelihood of seeing your favorite BPS bus 
driver return to the front seat the district next year 
has greatly increased.  
   Durham, the private company contracted to supply 
transportation services, has recently offered the 
current drivers a position with the new division for 
the Birmingham District.
    “Representatives for Durham have met with 
several bus drivers offering us positions as drivers 
with the new company, however, we will need to go 
through the same interviewing process as everyone 
else,”  Sophia Shattuck, a long time bus driver for the 
district, told the Highlander.  “Durham promises to 
keep our pay the same, but we would need to pay for 
our own benefits [beyond the employed driver].”
    In addition, If Durham hires 51% of current 
drivers, they would be forced to unionize.  
    “It is nice that Durham is considering rehiring us, 
but at the same time it is a major pay decrease that 
many of us are unable to afford,” said Shattuck.

   Hours after The Highlander went to print on 
April 8th, News Editor Amelia Carpenter’s home 
was vandalized.
   Her home was bombarded with eggs, raw meat 
and fish, sunflower seeds, bleach, flour, and olive 
oil. Her father’s car was covered in ketchup, 
mustard, and ranch dressing.
   “There are two really big spots on our front 
walk, probably two by five feet, that will need 
to be replaced,” said Mary Carpenter, Amelia’s 
mother.
  Carpenter, who wrote an article about the dangers 
of posting pictures to social networking sites like 
Facebook, was also threatened by a number of 
students via voicemail and text message.
   A police report has been filed, though no arrests 
have been made.
   “It’s just too bad that these kids didn’t put their 
brains to work instead of throwing eggs at a 
house,” said Mrs. Carpenter. “If they were upset 
with what happened they could make their voice 
heard by writing a letter to the editor.”
   Ben Harwood, the publications advisor at 
Seaholm, was disappointed in the backlash 
against his reporting staff, especially Carpenter.
   “It was a childish act of cowardice,” Harwood 
said. “Amelia Carpenter and this staff have 
produced some of the finest, most well-researched 
work I have ever seen in a high school newspaper. 
It’s unfortunate that a tiny few chose to disagree 
in such a criminal fashion.”
   The investigation is ongoing, and any information 
about the vandalism should be reported to the 
Birmingham Police Department.

BPS bus drivers 
offered positions 
with new company

Cameron Schea
Staff Writer

Facebook backlash: 
Reporter’s house vandalized 
hours after publication.

INSIDE:
Readers react to the 
Highlander’s Facebook 
coverage.

See LETTERS: Page 2

Officials investigate what’s left of a blue Dodge Ram at the scene of an April 8th accident on Gratiot Avenue in Chesterfield Township. The accident 
killed three L’Anse Creuse students and injured two other motorists. Horseplay or road rage is the suspected cause. Photo courtesy Macomb Daily.

How Do We Prevent This?

One Metro Detroit lawmaker 
has a plan, but it could change 
Seaholm’s open lunch.

    The impact was loud enough to shake windows blocks away, and days later 
it could still be felt.
    “These couple of days have been the saddest I’ve ever been involved in,” 
said Principal David Jackson at L’Anse Cruese North High School. “You never 
know when something is going to hit any school.”
   On Tuesday, April 8th, three L’Anse Creuse students (and one student from 
Riverside) were driving back from a career technology class when they were 
involved in a horrific five-vehicle collision in Chesterfield Township. 
    Two young men (Jordan Vandeputte and Robert McGuire) died at the scene. 
    The third, Nick Noble, died in the hospital following the crash. 
    The driver, James Lacoursiere, survived, but was listed in critical condition 
at press time.
    Witnesses told print and broadcast reporters at the scene that the teens in the 
vehicles appeared to be driving recklessly.
    Within hours of the accident, Michigan Representative Ed Gaffney renewed 
his determination to prevent this from ever happening again.

    Gaffney (R – Grosse Pointe Farms) has presented a bill that would prohibit 
teen drivers, at the graduated driver’s license level, to drive with no more than 
one unrelated teen passenger in their vehicle.
   “I’ve had this [bill -- #HR4151] in for a long time,” said Gaffney. “The reason 
it’s getting attention is for this horrible crash.” 
   The bill has been presented three different times in the last five years. Each 
time, the bill has passed the House and failed the Senate.
   “[The bill] is an anti-joy riding type of thing,” said Gaffney. “It’s currently past 
the House. I [still] want to hear from the chairman of the Senate Transportation 
Committee, Senator Judd Gilbert.”
   Gabe Basso, a legislative aid to Senator Gilbert (R-Algonac), said Gilbert has 
expressed an openness to looking at giving the bill a hearing.
   “[He would] let people come in ear their concerns, express their support and 
opposition,” said Basso.
   Thursday, Gaffney met with Gilbert and gauged the level of support in the 
Senate.
   “Whether or not a sufficient amount of support exists in the full senate in order 
to actually pass the bill, remains to be seen,” Basso said. “At the present time it 
looks a little iffy. It’s come up a few votes shy the last couple of years.”
      According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Association’s (NHTSA) 
website, young drivers (ages 15- to 20-years old) are involved in three times as 
many fatal crashes as all other drivers.
   Inexperience and immaturity combined with speed, drinking and driving, 
not wearing seat belts, distracted driving (cell phone use, loud music, other 
teen passengers, etc.), drowsy driving, nighttime driving, and other drug use 

Amelia Carpenter
News Editor

Cedarfest riots have a Seaholm connection

Seaholm graduate George Fraser (Class of 2007)  
was one of the dozens of MSU students arrested. 
He was charged with disorderly conduct and 
had a $200 bond. Photo Courtesy East Lansing PD.

Ben Kuslits
Co-Managing Editor

This picture, taken during the riots, shows the growing 
still-eaceful crowd of hundreds. It was posted on the East 
Lansing Police website to identify rioters. Photo by ELPD

SEE TEEN DRIVERS / Page 4

Expanded coverage of Cedarfest. 
Will it impact Seaholm students’ 
decision to go to MSU? Story / 
Page 3

With high gas prices, 
you’ve heard all the 
myths to beat the system. 
But do they work?
Story / PAGE 4

  Count two recent Seaholm graduates among the 
dozens arrested the night of Cedar Fest.
   Patrick Johnson and George Fraser, 2007 Seaholm 
graduates, were arrested by the East Lansing Police 

Department (ELPD) during the early 
morning hours of April 6th, 2008.
   ELPD arrested Fraser during the 
riots, charging him with disorderly 
conduct.
   Fraser declined to comment based 
on the advice of his attorney.
   Johnson was arrested before the 
rioting that characterized Cedar Fest 
actually began. Hours earlier, he was 
arrested for stepping into the street 
with an open beer can. 
   “I did get an MIP, but they treated me 
like any other night,” Johnson said. 
“It [my arrest] wasn’t actually during 
the riots that started at 10:30.”
   Johnson told The Highlander he 
was treated like any other routine 
arrest by Michigan State because his 
actions were not associated with the 
Cedar Fest riots.

   It was hours later that parties elsewhere on campus, 
near the Cedar Village apartment complex, became 
more rowdy.
   “It was absolutely ridiculous,” said senior Julie 
Zimmermann of the frenzied scene in the Cedar 
Village area of the Michigan State campus. “It was 

like going to a concert.”
   Zimmermann, along with several of her friends, was 
visiting MSU for the night and decided that Cedar 
Fest would be worth checking out. She, however, 
was only there for no more than an hour, and was 
not present once the ELPD started launching tear 
gas and other munitions into the surly mob that at 
one point was estimated at 3,000-4,000 strong.

SEE CEDAR FEST / Page 3

Hunter Stenback
Sports Editor
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     The Highlander 248-203-3803

Dear Editor:   

    Some things in life are legal, but not ethical or wise. Good journalism 
evaluates an issue from many different perspectives. When someone 
chooses to discuss an issue through humiliating another it diminishes 
the credibility of the article.
   As my eyes skimmed the April 8th, 2008 issue of the Highlander, 
the article regarding facebook grabbed my attention. It wasn’t the 
catchy headline, or the intriguing lead, but the picture of myself with 
my face blurred out. Even though my face was obscured my identity 
was not. I began to ask myself many questions. How did they obtain 
this picture? Why did they choose a picture of me? Why didn’t the 
author use pictures of herself? Perhaps self-incriminating pictures of 
the author were too humiliating, or too graphic to be displayed in a 
high school newspaper. Or maybe the author knew that being publicly 
displayed, as a “drinker” would harm her reputation.
   In publishing these photographs, The Highlander displayed horrible 
judgment and blatant hypocrisy. While the author is pointing fingers 
at her classmates, she herself has displayed the very behavior she 
has chosen to criticize. How convenient it is for her that all of her 
incriminating pictures were mysteriously deleted off of facebook 
before the article was released. It is horrible journalistic judgment 
to ignore the possible unintended consequences of publishing such a 
photograph.

   Are the authors and the editors ready to be examined under the 
microscope for their own behavior? This could include not only the 
“drinking” behavior of the author, but the methods by which the 
photographs were obtained. Is it ethical to “agree” to stated privacy 
policies of Facebook and then summarily ignore them? No one is 
coming clean with how these photographs were obtained, sighting it as 
their “legal right.” But what are the ethical mandates of agreeing to any 
policy? Are authors and editors ready to discuss publicly their plans to 
selectively, maliciously humiliate one student, while actively protecting 
another student “journalist” who has been photographed displaying 
similar incriminating behavior? There could have been many ways to 
publish this article with many choices of less personally vindictive 
and destructive photographs. Perhaps a little self-incrimination would 
have been even more powerful.

Name withheld at student’s request

“Why did they choose a picture of me?”

ERNEST W. SEAHOLM 
HIGHLANDER
The Seaholm Highlander aims to 
provide an accurate report and a free 
exchange of viewpoints in relation to 
interests and concerns that affect the 
Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248-203-3803 
Room G107

Opinion: The Highlander will publish 
an editorial, which will not be bylined 
and will represent the viewpoint of 
the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest 
editorials are welcomed. All such 
editorials and other features will be 
attributed to their authors.

Letters to the editor: The Highlander 
welcomes all opposing viewpoints 
and encourages feedback from the
Seaholm community. 

We request all letters be sent to: 
highlandernewstips@yahoo.com, 
delivered in person to room G107 
or mailed to the following address:
The Highlander, 2436 West Lincoln, 
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

These letters must not exceed 500 
words and the Highlander maintains 
the right to edit all letters for the sake 
of brevity. The author’s name may 
be withheld upon request. The final 
decision of whether the material is 
to be published will be left up to the 
editorial board.

News Tips: Do you have a news tip? 
Let our newsroom know about it. E-
Mail us at:  Highlandernewstips@
yahoo.com.

Advertising: Advertising is 
constitutionally protected expression. 
The Highlander may accept 
advertising. Acceptance or rejection 
of advertising is within purview of the 
publication staff, which may accept 
any ads except those for products or 
services that are illegal for all students. 
Ads for political candidates and ballot 
issues may be accepted; however the 
community is encouraged to solicit 
ads from all sides of on such issues.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, 
and the Highlander is committed 

to covering all issues objectively, 
without bias, with an acute attention 
to detail. Factual errors will be 
corrected for reader clarification in 
the following issue. If we have erred, 
please let us know.
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OPINION
Readers sound off on Facebook coverage
   If you want to keep a secret, you don’t tell the town crier.
   For some, it was a tough lesson learned, when they, along with 
many Seaholm students discovered that the pathway to that town 
crier was their own computer.
   Facebook and MySpace pages are shared conduits of information. 
Their sole purpose is communication on a wide and sometimes 
mass scale.
   Many in the Seaholm community agreed.
   The response was overwhelming.
   Several students’ photo albums in the Ernest W. Seaholm Network 
grew thin. Pictures that may have been deemed questionable were 
removed.
   Many Seaholm parents contacted The Highlander thanking them 
for the informational article.
  Some of the letters are printed on this page.
   Teachers and students alike were thankful and proud of the 
reporting done.
   Still, some disagreed.
   Since publication, a reporter’s house was vandalized and her cell 
phone was bombarded with threatening texts and messages. At least 
one other reporter has been on the receiving end of a verbal threat. 
   In addition, a vocal few have strongly asserted that story “Hiding 
in Plain Sight” was a deliberate, malicious attack. 
    Reporters from this paper and their adviser met with administrators 
and parents of the students involved.  Several of the parents 
expressed extreme opposition to the use of the photograph and 
some even threatened legal action.
   Credibility is the single most important element of a newspaper.
   Readers should know that before going to print, the story was 
reviewed by an attorney at the Student Press Law Center (SPLC).  
   Since publication, the published material has been fully reviewed 
by the Michigan Interscholastic Press Association (MIPA), SPLC, 
a professor of copyright law from the MSU School of Law and, 
most importantly, the Birmingham Public School District’s legal 
counsel.
   No expert could find any aspect of the story that violated the 
MIPA Code of Ethics, was illegal or in violation of any federal 
copyright law.
   There can be consequences of publishing via Facebook, Youtube 
or MySpace, visual proof of behavior you don’t want the whole 
world to see.
   Ask the soon-to-be ex-Spartans in East Lansing, who know this 
all too well. The first place East Lansing police went to find the 
ringleaders and participants of Cedarfest was the web.
   The Highlander believes this remains an important issue to the 
Seaholm community.
   This paper stands by its story.

Highlander Editorial

     Dear Editor,

   I think your paper is excellent. I heard that some parents are not 
happy with their child’s picture being in the paper. Perhaps they should 
be having issues with what their child is doing and publishing. If they 
threaten legal action I say, “Bring it on.” You published what already 
was published.

   Keep up the good work.

   Name withheld at writer’s request

Dear Editor:

   After reading your Highlander article, “Hiding in Plain Sight,” I feel 
compelled to express my support for the young journalists and their 
faculty advisor/teacher. I would like to respond from two different 
perspectives, first as a parent and then as a teacher.
   As the parent of a teenage boy and a teenage girl, I know that 
parenting today is not an easy task. Teenagers are exposed to so much 
more at a much younger age than I was when I was a teenager. And 
some of the exposure is not good. One of the big changes I see for my 
own children is in the way young adults communicate today -- their 
social networking. While it seems like swimming upstream to fight 
this new medium of communication, in my opinion, there needs to 
be enforceable guidelines. One of the persons on my staff told me 
that when she was growing up, in her culture, her parents told her 
that, as long as she was living under her parents’ roof, there was no 
such thing as privacy.  I have to say that I agree with this. Too many 
young people today are raised in an atmosphere of entitlement and not 
with the feeling that certain privileges need to be earned. I feel parents 
have the right to view their children’s “Facebook” page. I tell my own 
children that is why they are not adults yet, so they can still have their 
parents to help to guide them.
   I read your article aloud at the dinner table to my two teenage children 
and husband, and it led to some very interesting discussion. So thank 
you for the opportunity to discuss this.  
   I think that it is important for teenagers today to realize that anything 
that is put out on the Internet, whether purportedly screened for just 
invited friends or not, must be viewed as public domain and for anyone 
and everyone to view. I have told my own children, do not put anything 
out there that you do not want the whole world to see. The students 
who put their pictures out there need to know that.
   Second, I would like to make some comments from a teacher point-
of-view. As a seasoned teacher, I will just share my observation over 
the many years that students who have been “caught” and have had 
parents and other caring adults hold these students accountable for 
their actions are the luckiest ones. The students who don’t get caught 
or who have parents who rescue them and play “helicopter” are the 
ones who grow up to disrespect adults and their coworkers because 
they are raised to believe that it is always someone else’s fault. My 
own children have always known that, if I ever got a call from a 
teacher about their behavior, in 98% of the cases I would support the 
teacher and, if I didn’t, I certainly would never let my children know 
that because I would be creating a disrespectful child.
   It took a lot of courage to publish the “Hiding in Plain Sight” article, 
and I commend the Highlander staff for its publication. Better that 
these students be warned now than lose out on a good college or a great 
job down the road. And for the parents who want to blame the wrong 
parties, I would like to refer them to some great parenting sources at 
www.loveandlogic.com. Jim Fay’s website is a great source of help 
for effective parenting in today’s world. Parenting is a tough job and 
so is growing up.

Sincerely,

Cindy Blanchard-Kronig
ESL/Bilingual District Department Head
Birmingham Public Schools 

Dear Editor:

   Hats off to The Highlander Staff for publishing the great article about 
privacy (or lack of it) on Facebook. People are really talking about this 
article which is a good thing – students and parents might not have 
known that the information and photos posted in Facebook are not 
private. The article gave everyone a good heads up and opportunity to 
clean up their photos.
   Rumor has it that three Seaholm girls and their three moms are upset 
for being “exposed” in the paper. If that’s true, the six of you should 
know that people who didn’t know who the students were now know 
and the only thing that was exposed was their stupidity for admitting 
to being underage drinkers. Ron Halcrow – where are you? You should 
come and arrest these students. The parents of the students should stop 
ranting and rescuing their daughters and instead let them feel the very 
mild consequences (a bit of embarrassment) and tell them how lucky 
they are that they are not getting MIP’s, losing a job or an opportunity 
to get into college. 
   By ranting and rescuing their kids they are giving the message that 
they condone their underage drinking and posting of the photos and 
try to place blame on someone else. I understand the “someone” 
they want to blame is Amelia Carpenter – as word has it that the 
Carpenter’s house was vandalized. It has also been heard that even 
though Amelia was the author of the article, she supposedly did not 
select the Seaholm pictures for her article. Is that true? If it is, I think 
The Highlander should set the record straight. Keep up the good work 
Highlander. For the first time in years, this newspaper is something to 
look forward to.

Anonymous

Dear Editor:

   In response to “Hiding in Plain Sight”: I feel saddened that the students 
who had the opportunity to learn the lesson might miss it because of 
their “helicopter parents.” Students never fear-it’s not too late to “kick 
the pedestal” out from under your parents and comprehend the real 
meaning behind the article.
   Thank you Highlander and Amelia Carpenter for having the courage 
to write important articles that teach valuable lessons (for those of us 
who actually read the article and not just look at the pictures).

Anonymous

Article Sparks Discussion

Opportunities and Lessons

Highlander Acted Inappropriately

Bring It OnWhat Were They Thinking?

Hats Off to Highlander

  Dear Editor, 

  Great article in the last newspaper.  
  It’s important to get a message across that whatever actions you 
take today (no matter how innocent they seem to be at the time) can 
have implications down the line (both positive and negative).  If what 
you do can get a response from another along the lines or “what were 
you thinking”, it’s more than likely not a good thing (such as posting 
pictures containing people and alcohol on the internet).  
  What were they thinking?
   Thanks, and keep up the good work

   Dan Drapal
   Special Education Teacher
   Seaholm

No Private Information
Dear Editor:

   I allowed my Grammar and Vocabulary students to read the 
Highlander at the beginning of the hour this week. They were so 
excited that the paper had come out that two of them ran downstairs 
to get papers for all of us and every one of them buried faces in the 
paper, intently reading every page. I couldn’t bear to stop them to 
begin the lesson on participial phrases. 

    You and your staff are to be commended for the professional 
quality of a paper which the students eagerly anticipate and which 
gives them important information. They SHOULD know that there is 
NO private information on the internet and that they need to exercise 
caution. You supplied a great service to them. Good job!

Kathleen Reeves
English Teacher
Seaholm

Dear Editor:

   The Facebook article raises awareness for students (and parents) 
of a very important, potentially dangerous social issue which could 
seriously impact a person’s life in various ways.   
   Amidst feelings of embarrassment and humiliation, we heard 
questions about privacy, constitutional rights and legal ramifications, 
accusations of harassment, and witnessed acts of retaliation.  
   Although well-written by the author, the strength of the article clearly 
comes from the Facebook photos of students, taken from the internet, 
openly and in an uninhibited way participating in underage drinking 
and substance abuse. The fact that a fellow student, instead of a parent, 
conveyed a message that is frequently reiterated by concerned adults 
is also powerful.  
   This is a strong reminder for students to reassess their own behavior 
and choices when it comes to the issues of internet profiles, friends, 
posting photos and underage drinking.  It is also an opportunity for 
the students pictured to use this experience in a constructive way to 
benefit other students by looking beyond themselves toward the bigger 
picture of what can happen by simply posting an incriminating photo 
on the internet.  
   It is not a time for lawsuits, harassing telephone calls, email and 
malicious destruction of property.  If handled in a positive way, these 
students could really make a difference.  As parents, our focus must 
continue to be on the safety of our children. 
 
Junior Parent

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

More letters, PAGE 3
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Dan McClelland
Deputy Sports Editor

Dear Editor:   

   This year’s Highlander is the best ever. Parents 
have asked for it to be published online-that’s how 
good it is. The type and style of the articles are 
excellent. I commend those on the staff. 
   I want to present another perspective on the article 
titled CDC: 1 in 4 teen girls in US has STD.    
   Why not abstinence? When the question is asked 
how can our students be prevented from becoming 
a part of the statistics, the answer should only be 
abstinence. The professionals from Generations 
OBGYN state that there are measures that help, but 
are not 100% effective. Teens engaged in sexual 
behavior are still at great risk for contracting an 
STD even when using a latex condom. And the 
HPV vaccine is only good for about 70% of cervical 
cancers. Who wants to engage in an activity that 
can cause cancer 30% of the time? Would you use 
a parachute that only opened 70% of the time? 
Why push your luck? I don’t even have time to 

comment on the other physical, emotional, mental 
and spiritual issues related to this topic.
   Our message to teens has to be that they are 
capable of abstinence. They are not animals only 
acting on instincts. They are capable of earning 
good grades without cheating. They are capable of 
going out on weekends without drinking. They are 
capable of refraining from smoking pot and using 
other drugs. They are capable of being in a healthy 
relationship without sexual activity. Self-control is 
a timeless virtue, not an obsolete one. 
   If we expect our teens to abstain from cheating, 
smoking, drinking and using drugs, then why can’t 
they be mature enough to maintain positive, healthy 
relationships? It’s time we all took a different 
perspective and talked about the truth. The facts 
don’t lie.
 
Walt Romano
Counseling Department Head
Seaholm 

LETTERS

Why not abstinence?  Facebook messages to revive an old party helped 
fuel the eventual 4,000 man Cedar Fest riot that 
included some Seaholm students and alumni. 
  Now those same messages may help police make 
arrests.
   “I got invited to the event page on Facebook,” said 
Michigan State University freshman and Seaholm 
alum Darcy Panosian. “Everyone was talking about 
it and when I got invited to the page I could see what 
the hype was all about.”
   Seaholm students who don’t belong to the MSU 
network had heard about the party through word of 
mouth, all of which spawned from Facebook. 
   “I was just up at State with a friend who got an 
invite on Facebook and he told me all about it,” 
said senior Julie Zimmermann. “No way did I think 
something from Facebook could escalate into what 
happened.”
   Pictures of students’ involvement in the riot can be 
seen all throughout the web and social networking 
sites. 
   Within hours of the event, videos on Youtube had 
sprung up by the dozen.
    In addition, students who attended Cedar Fest have 
started groups on Facebook and MySpace boasting 

about their involvement at Cedar Fest for example 
“I Got Gassed at Cedar Fest 2008”. 
   East Lansing Police and MSU officials have 
scoured these sites to find and identify suspected 
rioters. Some have been charged from posting self-
incriminating evidence.
  “We will use pictures from Facebook to identify 
information regarding about those involved,” said 
Lt. Daily of the East Lansing Police Department. 
“We will be looking to see students statements posted 
and depending on what they say we will determine 
whether it’s worth it to follow up on prosecution.”
    Word is reaching MSU students.
   “I heard they’re going on Facebook to find pictures 
or videos of people who were involved so they can 
prosecute,” said Darcy Panosian. “I don’t think 
that’s fair at all one picture can’t prove how much 
you did or didn’t do at a party.”
     So far 52 students have been arrested in conjunction 
with their roles in cedar fest. Twenty eight are MSU 
students, including Seaholm alum George Fraser.
   Though no pictures of Seaholm students have led 
to prosecution, students should take extreme caution 
before putting up pictures of their Cedar Fest night 
on Facebook. 
   “As long as a picture is posted showing 
involvement we could use it in a case,” said Daily. 
“Anything posted or said on the site could help us in 
our investigation.”

Charlie Filips 
Staff Writer

This Ceder Fest photo is one of dozens posted on the East Lansing Police Web site. Officials have 
used them to help locate rioters. Once a suspect is found, charges follow and the word “identified” 
is burned on to the image. Photo used with permission of the East Lansing Police Department.

Facebook fueled the riots, now 
police are turning the tables

The kids drank, the streets shook, street signs went 
down, tear gas was fired, and still the party went 
on.
   While it wasn’t the best PR for Michigan State 
University – the most 
popular college of 
choice for Seaholm 
graduates this year 
– it appears no Seaholm 
students (or parents) 
with be pulling their 
acceptance from the 
school.
   Danielle Mueller, a 
Seaholm senior who 
will be attending MSU 
next fall, said Cedar 
Fest was no issue 
whatsoever with her 
parents.
   “They didn’t even 
know about it until I 
told them,” Mueller said. “My dad was just like, 

‘Oh, that’s what you’re going to be doing next year, 
tight.’”
   Carly Wilberding, a senior who will also be 
attending MSU next year, says her parents are also 
not remotely concerned.
   “They don’t care,” Wilberding said. “They trust 
me to make my own decisions.”
   “My parents know that all colleges have drinking,” 

Wilberding continued. 
“They know that just 
because other students 
make bad decisions it 
doesn’t that I’m going to 
make those decisions.”
    Jack Noble, a Seaholm 
senior who hopes to 
attend MSU next fall, 
said his parents criticized 
the University but not for 
what you may think.
   “They thought [Cedar 
Fest] wasn’t that big of 
a deal,” Noble said. “My 
dad thought they called 
the cops for no reason.”

“My parents know that all 
colleges have drinking. They 
know that just because other 
students make bad decisions 
it doesn’t that I’m going to 

make those decisions.”

Carly Wilberding 
Senior

Cedar Fest riots aren’t souring 
Seaholm’s seniors on MSU

   “All of the sudden, people would 
get really rowdy,” said senior Kim 
Gallinger, who attended Cedar Fest with 
Zimmermann and others. “It was just a 
bunch of drunk people.” 
   That’s when Zimmermann and her 
friends decided to walk away.
   “This is going to get out of hand,” 
Zimmermann remembered thinking 
immediately before she and her friends 
opted to leave the fracas.
    MSU freshman and Seaholm graduate 
Thomas Spoto attended Cedar Fest 
with visiting friends. He too sensed the 
growing animosity within the crowd and 
didn’t want to wait around for a skirmish 
to erupt.   
   “I felt socially responsible,” Spoto 
said. “I didn’t want to put my friends in 
danger.”
   “There was lots of chanting—a lot of 
noise,” he added, describing the wild 
scene. “People were standing on people’s 
shoulders and I saw someone throw a 
bottle at a group of police.”
    According to 2007 Seaholm graduate 
Kyle Warwick and Michigan State 
freshman —who arrived at the Cedar 
Village area around midnight—the crowd 
behavior really escalated around 1:00 in 

the morning.
   “A majority of the crowd was 
intoxicated,” Warwick said. “The crowds 
had been there all day.”
   In the latter half of the evening, the 
ELPD was present in riot gear, surveying 
the massed students for any foul play.
   Around 1:30—after numerous beer 
bottles had been hurled at the police and 
the officers were in full riot gear—some 
members of the crowd took action against 
the police. 
   “A big group of people rushed the cops,” 
he said. “The police ran away down the 
street.”
   Shortly thereafter, the ELPD returned 
and offered the crowd an ultimatum.
   “The police got on the loudspeaker and 
said that it was an ‘unlawful assembly,’” 
Warwick said. 
   All present were directed to disperse 
immediately, and those remaining could 
be implicated in illegal activities.
   As Warwick left, the police launched 
flash-bang grenades and smoke bombs 
which chased off approximately half of 
the crowd. 
   The police then fired canisters of tear 
gas at the remaining crowd which proved 
to be very effective in scattering those 
remaining in the Cedar Village area.
   “I was running trying to get off the 

scene when one [tear gas] landed two feet 
away from me,” said Warwick. “Your 
nose starts burning and it’s kind of hard 
to breathe.”
   After launching the tear gas, Cedar 
Village was quiet and sparsely populated. 
Police patrolled the area in a large huddle, 
some armed with rubber bullets.
   The East Lansing Police arrested a total 
of 52 people the night of Cedar Fest, and 
they are still making arrests based on 
pictures posted on student’s Facebooks.
   Although Zimmermann and Gallinger 
weren’t around at the time of the gassing, 
the crowd behavior they witnessed 
certainly factored into the police action 
later on.  
   “I’m sure it would’ve gotten out of hand 
if they hadn’t tear gassed it,” Gallinger 
said.   
   “Some of the things they broke up 
needed to be broken up,” added Julie 
Zimmermann. “But some things were 
just kids having fun.”
   While there has been criticism of the 
handling of Cedar Fest by the police, 
Spoto maintains that he saw nothing 
objectionable during his time at the Fest.  
   Though, it should be noted, Spoto too 
left shortly after midnight before the 
police moved in on the crowd. 
   “Personally, I think they handed it well,” 

he said. “The police were fine—plus the 
ACLU was there.”
   Throughout the school week following 
Cedar Fest, buzz surrounding the 
weekend’s events remained omnipresent.

   “Everybody was talking about it in 
classes—who got arrested,” Spoto said. 
“They’re [ELPD] still making arrests.”

Early in the evening the Cedar Fest crowd -- numbering in the thousands -- 
was much less rowdy. Photo by Julie Zimmermann.
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Cedar Fest: 52 arrests, including a Seaholm graduate
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Lockdown raises security questions

Paul Yankle
Advertising Manager

   Mike DiCenso was outside with his class enjoying 
the weather.
    But an urgent message from a custodian suddenly 
changed the beautiful afternoon.
   Seaholm was going into lockdown and the class 
had to hurry inside. 
   “It was pretty nerve racking,” DiCenso, a senior, 
said. “The teachers were kind of freaking out.” 

   In a state of confusion the class was forced into a 
room in the F hall by the auditorium.
    “Most of the kids didn’t know what was going 
on,” said DiCenso. 
   Instead of planning what to do that night, DiCenso 
and the rest of his class were tiring to figure out how 
serious the threat was and how long they would be 
at school. Soon, at almost exactly 2:40 classes were 
dismissed and the lockdown was over with no in-
cident.
   This scene was repeated all across Seaholm a few 

weeks ago while what an announced “police inci-
dent” was going on nearby the school. An attempted 
raid on a suspected drug house by Oakland County 

narcotics officials was happening in a house nearby 
Seaholm and the lockdown was just a precaution.
   The concern during the lockdown was even greater 
in classes by an entrance, like Mr. Shaheen’s class 
room right in front of the G hall entrance. 
   “Everyone took out their phone,” said Shaheen, 
“and started texting their friends trying to figure out 
what had happened.” 
   Shaheen said that being by the G hall entrance 
makes you feel vulnerable.
    “You could hear a lot of people coming and go-
ing,” Shaheen said. “You just heard the rush but you 
didn’t know were they were rushing to.”
   The lockdown came only a few days before last 
week’s one year anniversary of the tragic events at 
Virginia Tech. These events serve as stark a remind-
er to students about the importance of something 
most take for granted: school security.
   Seaholm is a very open school; with a few ex-
ceptions most doors are unlocked to the outside and 
anyone could get in the building. Though lockdown 
drills have made many students feel more prepared 
for an emergency, the building is easily accessible to 
anyone who wishes to enter.
   In order to institute tighter security measures, sig-
nificant changes – including the elimination of open 

Some senior students enter school using a side entrance after lunch. New security measures could 
keep upperclassmen from enjoying the freedom of an open campus.  Photo by Ashley Harte

Getting Hosed: Gas Myths Debunked
Elisa Nolte
Lizzie Curcuru
Staff Writers

   Just like everyone else, Richard W. Lyles, Professor 
at the MSU Urban Affairs Programs, has heard all of 
the numerous strategies to lower gas prices. Despite 
their popularity, Lyles knows the truth about these 
widespread rumors.
  “False, they are all false,” said Lyles about the 
price-busting myths. 
   Some have seen the website, the TV promo, or the 
Facebook page. Gas price myths are everywhere, 
but that doesn’t mean it’s safe to believe them. 
 “DON’T purchase ANY gasoline from the 
two biggest companies, EXXON and MOBIL” 
broadcasts the popular Facebook group “Amazing 
New Ways to Lower Gas Prices.” 
   With nearly 500,000 group members, it’s clear 
that this group holds a large amount of influence. 
Unfortunately, most the “great ideas” presented here 
are nothing but myths.
   “I would love it if I could help lower gas prices,” 
said junior Dana Sorenson, a group member.
   With gas prices predicted to reach $4 per gallon 
this summer, theories on various methods to lower 
gas are also increasing. Soaring by word of mouth, 
TV, and Facebook, these myths are sweeping the 
nation. Here are a few of the most common myths 
and why they just aren’t true: 

   “Don’t buy gas on Mondays” 
   The idea behind this is that by not purchasing gas 
on certain days of the week, like Mondays, the oil 
companies will lose money and be forced to lower 
gasoline prices. While ceasing to buy gas on a 
certain days of the week may dent the boycotting oil 
company’s revenue briefly, in the long run, what day 

gas is purchased doesn’t matter at all. This doesn’t 
impact the price of gas because people simply 
buy their gas on different days, spending the same 
amount of money as they otherwise would. 
   “Since the demand for gas is staying constant, the 
gas companies will continue to receive money,” said 
University of Michigan professor of environmental 
science Stephen Kesler. “Unless people decide to 
walk instead of drive, we will still consume the same 
amount of gas. When you buy gas doesn’t matter as 
long as you are consistent about buying it.”
     Students agree the rising price of gas is a 
problem. 
    “Gas costs more than it should,” said senior Jacob 
Rosen. “Most of my money from my job goes to 
gas.” 
   However, getting oil companies to comply requires 
more effort than a one-day boycott. According to 
CNN, a reduction in the amount of gas we use is 
necessary to reduce prices. 
    Part of the problem is the nature of product of 
gasoline itself. 
    In economic terms, gasoline is what’s considered 
an “inelastic good” –an item where price does not 
drastically impact the demand.
    In other words, because there are no alternatives 
available to power your car, you have no choice but 
to pay the price if you want to drive.
    Oil companies are well aware of this, therefore 
there is little incentive for them to reduce the price.

“Don’t buy from Mobil or Exxon” 

   By not buying from the biggest oil company 
(Mobil/Exxon), protesters hope to harm the profit 
of the company, causing them to lower their prices. 
From there, all smaller oil companies will follow 
suit.    
     “That’s too farfetched to work,” said Lyles. “If 

the movement was widespread, then I think it would 
work, but without a mass movement, the cause is 
hopeless,” 
    Because such a large scale coordination is virtually 
impossible, the opposite of the protest’s intent would 
happen. Due to increased demand – from the new 
“lower” gas prices – and limited supply, the smaller 
oil companies would raise their prices rather than 
follow in the footsteps of Mobil/Exxon.
     Senior Krista DeLong illustrated another flaw in 
that logic. 
    “When I need gas, I’m not picky about where I get 
it,” DeLong said. “As long as it’s cheap and I won’t 
run out of gas by the time I get there.” 
     When in a hurry and low on gas, most students 
are not looking to make a political statement, but 
simply to get to where they need to be. 
     “I don’t really pay attention to where I get gas,” 
confessed Senior Sam Sheibold “I go wherever is 
cheapest. It doesn’t really matter where.”
   It is simply unrealistic to expect a mass amount of 
students to inconvenience themselves, even if it gets 
results in the long run. 

Solutions
     To help beat the gas prices, here are some facts 
about gas that you can trust:  Air conditioning doesn’t 
actually waste gas. Though there is a correlation 
between air conditioning usage and gas efficiency, 
the effect is very minimal. In fact, it has been found 
that driving at high speeds with your windows down 
can actually decrease gas and engine efficiency 
due the drag of the open window impacting 
the aerodynamics of the car and the windows.   
     Another true fact about gas is that filling up 
in the morning can save you money because the 
decreased temperatures and increase in the density 
of the gas results in a fuller tank for less money. 

Speed
Demons

   Seaholm junior Anna Liss knows exactly what 
it’s like. 
   Running two hours late from a dentist appoint-
ment, Liss panicked on her way back to a musical 
rehearsal last winter and rushed over to Seaholm 
in excess of the speed limit. A few miles away 
from Seaholm, she was pulled over.
   “I basically freaked out at the officer, he wrote 
me down as it being five over, when it was more 
than five over,” said Liss. “To make it even worse 
I didn’t have my license with me either.”
   “He didn’t give me another ticket for not pro-
viding my license, so I got off pretty easy, even 
though the ticket was $125,” she added.
   Sound familiar? 
   A recent survey of upperclassmen shows that 
46 % have received at least one speeding ticket. 
   With three sergeants and 21 uniformed officers 
to cover the 4.73 square miles of Birmingham, 
a city of 20,000 residents and up to 70,000 day-
time citizens, this makes it hard to get away with 
speeding or any traffic violation at that. 
   The national average of speeding tickets with 
court fees rounds to about $150. But, it all de-
pends on the speed you are traveling over the 
limit. If going five or over, that could cost at least 
$75, but in excess of 15 mph over the limit can 
cost hundreds in court fees, the ticket itself, and 
risking the lives of others on the road.
   “I went into court so I wouldn’t get points on 
my license because that makes insurance go up 
tons,” said Liss. “The judge was really mean. I 
apologized nicely, but he remained angry, but 
then changed it to a blockade ticket, which took 
$130 out of my pocket, but no points.”
   Although in recent years the national fatality 
rate has fallen drastically, the number of road 
related fatalities still remain in the tens of thou-
sands, with a majority of them coming from 
county and city related roads.  
   With 8% of teens involved in accidents from 
driving too fast, one can’t help but wonder why 
they speed in the first place. 
   “It gets me where I need to go faster and it’s an 
adrenaline rush,” said senior Eden Presland.
   “I speed because it’s fun,” said senior Alex 
Maniaci.
   “I usually don’t speed, but the only time I do 
speed is when I’m racing,” said senior Mark 
Schiebold.
   Racing also increases the chances of getting 
hurt. The recent experience of several teenagers 
of  L’Anse Creuse High School involved in a 
multiple fatality event reminds the consequences 
of getting a rush of speed. Even if speeding is 
just for thrills, that can cost more than just tickets 
or points on personal record. It can cost a life.
   Speeding, although it may provide a rush, or 
in the case of being late, getting there faster, the 
level of danger is high.
   “I don’t speed anymore because I realized be-
ing 5 or even 10 minutes late is nothing com-
pared to getting a ticket, or worse, an accident,” 
said Liss.

Alec Larry
Staff Writer

other teen passengers, etc.), drowsy driving, 
nighttime driving, and other drug use accentuate 
this problem.
   “Twenty percent of the deaths in 2006-2007 
were from automobile accidents [and] a better 
representation [of that] is by teenagers,” said 
Gaffney.
   Some Seaholm students expressed concern about 
the proposal.
    “If only one friend [can be in the car with you], 
then you’d need a minimum of two cars, and a lot 
of people who can drive,” said sophomore Keanen 
Hampton. “With gas the way it is now, [that would 
be] ridiculous.”
   While others agreed it would be a hassle for new 
drivers, some realized the potential safety precau-
tions.
   “I think that’s a good law because kids get dis-
tracted easily,” said sophomore Haley Landgraff. 
“It’s going to be hard cause I’ll want to drive with 
my friends, but for open lunch, I’ll only be able to 
drive one friend so that kind of sucks.”
   Others expect a certain limitation on their first 
month or two of driving.
   “For me, my family has a rule that I can’t 
drive any friends for the first month,” said 

lunch – would have to be made.
   “We discussed with the [Birmingham] police as 
well as the administration and the school district,” 
explained Seaholm Principal Terry Piper, “and de-
cided that there wasn’t enough reason to make the 
dramatic changes we have to make.”
   Locking most doors other than the main entrance 
is one of these drastic changes. Piper explained that 
if this happened it would be more difficult for par-
ents and students to get into school. 
   Also it would be difficult for groups who rent out 
the school, like Michigan State University, to use 
Seaholm throughout the day.
   Perhaps the most dramatic change that would re-
sult due to this increase in security would be the 
loss of open lunch for Seaholm upperclassmen. This 
would be due to the fact that it is incredibly difficult 
to balance a more closed campus with the openness 
necessary for open lunch.
   “[There is] no way to have open lunch and really 
secure the campus,” Mr. Piper said. 
   Closing the campus might not really end up help-
ing in the case of a very serious threat such as an 
active shooter. 
   “Police tell you if you got a person who is deter-
mined to cause mayhem and death and destruction 
and injury then there’s not much you’re probably 
going to do,” Piper said. “You just have to hope that 
it’s not going to happen.”  

sophomore Kate Murray. “Plus, driving friends 
helps people save gas and money, and that 
law would be environmentally un-friendly.” 
   NHTSA released a report last month that when 
there are multiple teen passengers in the teen driv-
er’s vehicle, the crash risk is 3 to 5 times greater 
than driving alone. The risk is greater for younger 
drivers ages 16 and 17.
   A NHTSA study also found that in California, 
Massachusetts and Virginia, passenger restrictions 
reduce crashes among 16 year-old drivers. Crash 
involvement per 1,000 16 year-old drivers fell from 
1.07 to 0.85 in California after passenger restrictions 
were passed. The reduction was from 0.88 to 0.61 in 
Massachusetts and from 1.41 to 1.10 in Virginia. The 
study also reports on the attitudes of teen drivers, 
parents and law enforcers toward graduated driver’s 
license laws.
   A study released in June 2007 by the Children’s 
Hospital of Philadelphia and State Farm found that 
children were safer when riding in a vehicle with 
a teen driver who is their sibling rather than an 
unrelated teen driver.
   Gaffney hopes to lessen the amount of teen deaths 
associated in this statistic by getting his bill to pass.
   Given the statistics, why hasn’t the Senate allowed 
the passage of this bill?

   “It’s been both Democrats and Republican people 
at both parties who support the bill and people from 
both parties who don’t support it,” said Gaffney. 
“[But] the governor already said she would sign the 
bill.”
   Basso explained the reasons for the Senate to 
withhold this passage of the bill.
   “Rather than focusing on one distraction in 
particular, better and more clear focus on driver 
safety and education might be a better route to go,” 
said Basso.
   “You’ll be driving for 60 years or more, [6 months] 
is not a lot to ask,” said Gaffney. “[I think it’ll] give 
a little extra cushion to be able to learn to drive 
without being distracted.”
   But how will this affect the number of cars on the 
road due to this emplacement of the law?
   “Several families rely on the carpool system and 
we have sporting events that children carpool to, 
religious events, school functions that the Gaffney 
bill does make an exception for, but there is no 
exception for religious events,” Basso said.
   Jackson encouraged safe driving practices, even if 
Representative Gaffney’s bill is not passed. 
    “Show respect, responsibility, and make good 
choices,” Jackson said. “Especially behind the 
wheel of a vehicle.”

Proposed driving law would limit teens’ passengers
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Building is easily accessible, but locking 
doors would mean ending open lunch

“[There is] no way to have 
open lunch and really secure 
the campus.”

-Principal Terry Piper
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   “Our passion will not go unnoticed.”
   For the band We Came As Romans, this statement 
across their MySpace page couldn’t be more true.
   Andy Glass, a Seaholm graduate, and his fellow 
band members started out as a local band, but now 
are beginning to receive national popularity.
   One of the bases of Ancient Romans society was 
love. They believed in loving each other and realizing 
how powerful love can really be. This philosophy 
was a cornerstone with the establishment of We 
Came As Romans. Formed two years ago, this band 
has adopted the same ideals as the Ancient Romans 
and based their music on the subject of love. 
   “We are WE CAME AS ROMANS. 
     We Write About Love. 
     We Play Because of Love. 
     We Play Because We Love You”
   We Came As Romans (WCAR) consider themselves 
to fall under the genre of Hardcore/Screamo/
Christian rock. Their music’s basic idea is love, but 
they express it through heavy and powerful music. 
   WCAR consider August Burns Red, As Cities 
Burn, and Underoath to be groups that strongly 
influence their music.

   WCAR consist of six members including Dave M. 
on lead vocals, Chris Moore on vocals and keyboard, 
Josh Moore on guitar, Eric Choi on drums, Lou 
Cotton on guitar and Glass on bass guitar.
   The success of WCAR continues to grow. “While 
in a high school band, you could only play shows 
once or twice a week and only hold them around 
where you live,” Andy Glass said. “Now that the 
band consists of mostly mature college kids, we are 
holding shows 3 to 4 times a week, practice all the 
time and have shows everywhere.”
   WCAR’s popularity has even found its way into 
the halls of Seaholm. “They are a pretty good band,” 
said Senior Scott Wegienek, “They are a really cool 
band to hang with too.” 
   “They have quite a big fan base around the 
Midwest,” said Junior Kyle Pavone. “My thought 
of WCAR is that they’re pretty much one of the best 
bands to come out of Michigan. I believe in their 
message to people: that they play for love. That’s an 
amazing thing to me.”
   WCAR’s past tours have taken them to locations in 
Ohio, Kentucky, Indiana and even Canada.
   WCAR’s bass guitarist, Andy Glass, an ’07 
Seaholm graduate, has also established a clothing 
line connected to his music. Andy’s clothing line is 
named “Electrik Electrik.”

   Consisting of mostly tee-shirt fashion, Andy’s 
designs have caught the eye of WCAR’s fans and 
others that are just learning about the band. Along 
with clothing design, Andy also works with graphic 
design for websites and designs his own art.
   The future success of WCAR is already being 
planned.
    “We still have a ways to go before becoming a 
professional band, but our future looks pretty bright 
right now,” said Glass.
   They are holding a CD release concert on Sunday, 
April 13, 2008. The concert is being held at The Ritz 
in Warren, starting around 3pm and lasting until 
11pm. Along with WCAR, there will be nine other 
bands at this concert.
   For their CD release show, WCAR will be playing 
at the VANS Warped Tour date scheduled for July 
18 in Detroit. They are hoping to tag along with the 
Tour to the dates in Illinois and Ohio.
   WCAR will be crossing the border when they 
tour in Canada for 8 days in Ontario. Their venues 
include Sudbury, Ottawa and Sault Ste. Marie.
    The Cornerstone Festival, an annual Christian 
rock concert, is being held in Illinois this year and 
WCAR will be performing there as well. Big name 
bands that will also be sharing the stage with WCAR 
include The Almost, Anberlin and Flyleaf.

   Spinning Edge Agency, WCAR’s booking 
company, has seen what WCAR can do.
   “We Came As Romans are a unique, talented, 
special type of band that you don’t see some around 
very often,” said Matthew Stewart, WCAR’s 
booking agent. “Being a hardcore/screamo band 
representing the image of love, the sky is the limit 
for the Troy based band.”
   “The reason I started working with We Came 
As Romans was not only because of their talent as 
musicians, but mosre importanltly, how they are 
as people. They are some of the best six people I 
personally know and I consider them not just an 
important client, but some of my best friends”
   Currently, WCAR is endorsed and sponsored by 
Stheart Clothing, Rilla Gorilla Clothing, Eskimo 
Clothing, Redbull/Monster Energy Drink, Search 
Between My Lungs graphic design and Thunder vs. 
Thunder Clothing.
   No rock band is complete without a tour bus. 
WCAR recently purchased a 15 passenger van that 
is furbished with the lot; Speakers, comfortable 
seats and a trailer to carry all of their equipment. 
They have truly grasped the life of a rock band and 
are enjoying every minute.

Thomas Rogers
Deputy Opinion Editor

Jack Rokicki
Deputy News Editor

   As the school year winds down, the senior hall 
rings out with the names of the many colleges that 
the ecstatic students will be attending in the fall. 
Senior Megan Coe, however, has other plans.
   Coe’s future begins not behind a desk, taking notes 
and cramming for the dreaded exams that college 
freshman experience, rather she plans to take a nine 
month trip to Thailand, starting in October. She 
plans on teaching English to Buddhist monks and 
working with abused and abandoned children in a 
nearby orphanage, as well as studying the ways of 
Buddhism.
   Coe’s interests in Buddhism began on the yoga 
mat, paired with an interest in meditation, where she 
realized the potential of using her mind to control 
emotions. When asked what appeals most to her 
about Buddhism, she said, 
   “Buddhism preaches appreciation of the small 
things in life, rather than concentrating on material 
possessions, which are considered very negative.”   
   She anticipates learning a lot from the Buddhist 
monks, who are world-renowned for their 
accomplishments with meditation and spiritual 
growth. The concept of Nirvana is one that has 
captivated a vast majority of the Asian continent.
    The deeper aspects of her plans, or what she wants 

to do while in Thailand, reveal an attitude that is 
rare in Oakland County, especially with the amount 
of affluent people; that she can use her advantages 
in life to help others who 
don’t get them. 
   “I think that it’s important 
to get that type of culture-
shock, especially coming 
from where we live,” said 
Coe. 
   Seaholm students seem 
to agree with Coe in 
overwhelming fashion.   
   “I think it’s really cool 
what she’s doing. It shows 
how much of a difference 
we can make, because we 
have been told our whole 
lives that we are very 
privileged,” Senior Erin 
McGraw said when asked 
how she felt about Coe’s 
decision.
   In Oakland County, one 
of the wealthiest counties 
in the country, students 
are brought up knowing that they are more fortunate 
than a majority of the world, and community service 
becomes a very important aspect of their lives. Coe’s 

intended mission work would be a bold output of 
what is taught at Seaholm in regards to using the 
resources that students are given.

   “The biggest problem I see in suburban students is 
that their paths are laid out for them,” said English 
teacher David Reed-Nordwall when explaining the 

importance of Coe’s trip.
   The search to fulfill personal dreams is often 
stifled by the process that is assumed by high school 
students: high school, college, possibly grad school, 
then a swift kick into the real world, often without 
even knowing what they wish to do. 
   “Megan knows that this [trip] is right for her. I 
admire that she wants to find herself before she goes 
into life,” said Senior Darcey Noska. 
   Coe does plan on attending college after she 
returns, possibly to the University of Michigan.
   The mission comes with a mounted degree of 
personal risk, however. Coe will be landing near 
Bangkok, Thailand’s capitol, a city notorious 
for crime, with a history of prostitution and drug 
trafficking. The fact that she’s going alone makes 
the trip very dangerous. Her mother expressed 
concern about the trip,
   “I’m a little apprehensive about it, but I think it 
will be a great experience for her,” she said.  
   Thailand is Megan’s destination, and she is putting 
her future in her own hands almost immediately 
after high school ends. The danger that she may face 
seems far outweighed by her determination to make 
a difference and to follow her dreams. 
   “It’s important to know your dreams, and to follow 
them, or they die,” said Mr. R-N.
    And to the merit of Megan’s trip,
   “If you want to get love, then you must give it.”

College Detour: Senior Looks to Thailand

Seaholm Senior Megan Coe will be traveling to Thailand later this year.
Photo courtesy Megan Coe.

Photoillustration by Chelsea Bada
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NHS: Are students honoring the system?

    Brian Palmeri prepped himself with a cool breath mint to ask the girl 
of his dreams to prom.  His voice came out confident and his walk was 
a strut as he popped the question.  
   Just like Palmeri, many students have recently felt the pressure of 
prom on their shoulders.  Seaholm students engage in their preferred 
pre-dance rituals to prepare themselves fully for the big Night in 
New York.  As a whole, Seaholm students have different levels of 
preparation working up to the big day.  
   “I still need to ask my girlfriend,” said Brandon Green, “I better get 
on that.”
   Many unprepared or nervous guys wait until the last minute to ask 
their desired dates, leaving girls upset by the fact that they haven’t 
been asked.  Other guys try to surprise and impress their prospective 
dates with creative ways to ask.  
   “I really need to figure out a creative way to ask my date to match the 
way she asked me to Sadies” said Morgan Priestley.  
   Once guys have asked their dates, they often next worry about their 
attire for the dressy night.  Many guys find it important to impress 
their dates with stylish Tuxedos that set them apart from the rest of 
the crowd.  
   “I liked my tuxedo last year because my butt looked good in it,” said 
Seaholm senior Trevor Stapleton, who wore a white tuxedo.
   Seaholm guys continue to work hard to impress their dates by 
increasing their time spent in the gym as prom draws near.
   “I will be working out and hitting the tanning booth to prepare for 
prom,” said Alex Vasileff.  
   This response seems standard among many Seaholm guys.
   “I’ll be working out day and night to become jacked,” said senior 
Seth Johnson.
   Seaholm girls run into different problems preparing for prom.  For 
the most part, girls worry that they will not be asked to the big event.  
A prevalent fear among the female population at Seaholm is that they 
will not be attending the Night in New York, while their friends will.
   “It’s so annoying because I know I’m going to be asked, but I don’t 
know when.  I feel like it’s never going to happen because everyone 
else is getting asked,” said senior Danielle Mueller.
   After being asked, girls fight to find the perfect dress to set the mood 
for the evening.  
  Frequent trips to the mall and expensive boutiques occur during the 

Chelsea Lane 
Opinion Editor

$pring’$ biggest night is co$tly...

weeks preceding prom.  A major worry on girls’ minds is that they will 
be seen in a dress that multiple girls are wearing. 
   “It wasn’t a big deal when I was wearing the same dress as 
someone last year, but other girls were freaking out,” said senior Julie 
Zimmermann.    
   Some girls even resort to dieting weeks before their big debuts at 
prom.  And to some girls, hitting the gym is no longer an option, but 
rather, a necessity.  
   “I’m limiting myself to 60 carbs a day,” said senior Mandi Jarman.  
   As the night draws nearer, students’ preparations evolve into more 
dialed-in rituals.  A week out from prom, most guys focus on ordering 
corsages for their dates.  
   “I always feel awkward walking into the flower shop because I don’t 
know what I’m doing,” said senior Max Klindt. 
   Other guys prepare by getting a stylish hair cut.  
   “I also usually get a haircut before a big dance,” added Klindt.
   The big day arrives. Since prom is held on a Friday and students’ 
anxiety is at its peak, some students feel the need to skip school 
altogether.  
   “I sleep in until three on the day of prom to get some beauty sleep,” 
said Klindt.  
   In general, guys prepare much more last minute than their girl 
counterparts do. 
   “I put on my tux 10 minutes before I go,” said senior Brian Finley.  
   While some guys prepare themselves aesthetically, others prepare 
themselves for the dance itself.
   “On the day of prom I usually prepare by working on some mean 
dance moves,” said senior Ted Howard.  
   Girls feel equally as apathetic about holding prom on a school day.  
With most pre-prom pictures beginning at 6 pm and prom beginning 
at 7pm, many feel that there is not ample time to prepare for the grand 
event.
   “I leave school early to get my nails and makeup done,” said junior 
Zoe Smith. 
   “Zoe and I also get hot stone massages on the Friday of prom,” said 
junior Rachel Miller.  
   Others feel that school is still a priority over beautification.
   “It’s not necessary to take off the whole day,” said junior Jessica 
Stanley.  “I’m getting my makeup done, but I’m doing my own hair.” 
   While some students feel that school is a priority over getting ready 
and others feel conversely, for most Seaholm students, school and 
preparation activities will have to go hand in hand on the Friday of 
prom.  

Corsage - $20.00

Tux Rental - $120.00

Shoes - $90.00

Jewelry - $75.00

Hair - $115.00

Tickets - $100.00 Dress - $300.00

Boutonniere - $5.99

    With the respective May 2nd and June 2nd service hours deadline 
looming for NHS seniors and juniors, time is running out for those who 
waited until the last minute to arrange their service opportunities. 
   Senior members are required to have at least 25 service hours, while 
juniors need 20. Any members who did not participate in Dodgefest 
(by being on a team, selling concessions or helping with set-up or 
clean-up) must have an additional three hours.
   The mounting pressure of crunch time has caused some members to 
decide not to turn in their service sheets at all.
   “I think it’s smart,” said one Seaholm senior who asked to remain 
anonymous. “They’re basically done with high school anyways.”
   According to the NHS Constitution, the purpose of NHS is to “create 
enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, 
to promote leadership, and to develop character in the students of 
secondary schools.”
   Seaholm NHS President Aaron Bekemeyer agrees about the goal of 
the school’s chapter.
   “The purpose of NHS is, in my opinion, twofold: first, to recognize 
the accomplishments and service of high school students, and second, 
to give them a venue to continue and expand this service,” Bekemeyer 
said.
   However, not all NHS members share the sentiment.
   “There’s no actual point to NHS,” the anonymous senior said. “It’s a 
joke. I didn’t go to our last meeting.”
   With most seniors already accepted into their colleges of choice, the 
need for completing community service is gone for some members. 
   “Unfortunately, there will always be those people who use NHS 
as a means to an end,” Bekemeyer said, “and I think it’s unfortunate 
that this is the case. NHS really should be taken seriously on its own 
merits. It’s an opportunity for good students and good people to serve 
their school and community, and I wish more people thought of it that 
way.”

   Seniors who do not turn in their hours on time risk being kicked out 
of NHS and cannot wear an NHS tassel on their mortarboards at their 
graduation ceremony. But some members say they can understand 
why their peers may be willing to jeopardize the honor.
   “I don’t think any different of them,” said one senior who asked not 
to be identified. “The only thing that changes is they don’t get to wear 
some rope as they walk across the stage at graduation. Who cares?”
   Some students told the Highlander they plan to skip turning in 
their hours and then slip under the radar, citing past instances where 
NHS has been slow to deliver promised consequences. Members are 
required to pay a $40 membership fee and are not allowed to exceed 
a two-absence limit. 
   According to NHS Treasurer Frances Walocko, three members still 
owe the money for their dues and the administration will determine 
if the students can retain their membership once graduation time is 
nearer.
   “[Seaholm Principal Terry] Piper’s going to ask them if they’re still 
interested in NHS,” Walocko said. “If they say they’re not or they 
don’t pay, they will be kicked out.”
   Others feel the problem is not so much a low risk of punishment, 
but a high level of apathy among students who care less about helping 
the community and more about being able to list NHS on college and 
job applications.
   “It’s basically like a way to show off,” said junior John Bennett, who 
is a NHS member. “You’re supposed to really have groups that are 
going out and helping people, but people just do it because they have 
to and want to look good.”
   Bennett, who has recorded 14 service hours so far, feels that in 
the end, too many members view community service as less of an 
opportunity and more of an obligation.
   “I like doing community service,” Bennett said.  “But I don’t like 
writing it down. It makes me feel like I’m only doing it for NHS…  I 
know it’s necessary to get signatures, but it’s the worst feeling when 
you have to have someone sign a sheet for you. They think you’re only 
doing it because you have to have the NHS hours.”

   Walocko cites procrastination.
   “They’ve had since June,” Walocko said. “So it’s just kind of lazy, 
because they’ve known about it for a long time.”
   Whatever the reason for the last-minute scrambling, Bekemeyer still 
feels that community service is a critical part of what makes NHS such 
an esteemed organization.
   “Community service is really what puts the ‘honor’ in National 
Honor Society,” Bekemeyer said. “Instead of just being a club that 
pats good students on the back, it allows people of good character 
and scholarship to use their work ethic, intellect, and other skills to 
give back to others. The service component of NHS is what connects 
members back to the community.”   

The 2007 NHS induction ceremoney Photo by Wendy Stein

Graphic by Ashley Harte and Amelia Carpenter

   The line for the assistant principal’s office is flowing into the G 
hall. For several minutes, upperclassmen girls turn in note after note 
to leave school.
   Why?
   It’s prom Friday.
   This Friday, administrators are again bracing for another mass 
exodus, as hundreds of prom-bound girls will leave school early to 
prepare for the evening. 
   “I easily get 100 calls on that one day from students leaving early, 
easily,” said Billie Bush, who handles the attendance at Seaholm. “The 
bottom line is, I would have to say no junior or senior girls were here 
the day of Prom last year, and if a parent calls in saying their daughter 
has a hair appointment, the student is still is excused. I don’t make 
judgment calls.”
   While arranging various beauty appointments, junior Lindsey 
Mandich doesn’t even take into consideration the fact that her hair and 
nails will be completely made up before the 2:40 bell even rings to end 
the school day. 
   “My mom makes all the appointments and she doesn’t care that I 
have to miss class.  In fact, she would prefer it,” Mandich said.
   But even if parents give the okay and sign their John Hancock, the 
note still has to pass through the AP office.
   In a 100-girl survey given to juniors and seniors, a staggering 77% 
said they would leave school early, with 9% ditching the whole day, and 
14% that would attend all of their classes.  Upon reading the survey, a 
few girls remarked that it was a ‘no brainer,’ asking whether or not it 
was a serious question, because the answer for them was obvious. 
   Does this mean that having perfect hair and a flawless French 
manicure is more important than our classes? 
   “They’re seniors, I can’t make them stay. I’m not opposed to their 
decision [to leave], but they should know they will have to deal with 
the consequences of that decision,” said math teacher Thad Wilhelm, 
who is notorious for giving a test or a quiz almost every Friday. 
Wilhelm also said he will continue with whatever lesson plan he has 
for that day.
   “I wouldn’t even be able to focus on my last few classes because 
I would be afraid I wouldn’t get everything done in time,” said 
Mandich.
   It seems rational that - what the majority of students consider the 
most important dance of the year - each girl wants to make sure she 
looks her absolute best, and, this requires time and concentration.  But 
the “New York Night” doesn’t even start until seven, so many teachers 
(and upperclassmen boys) may be wondering, what’s the rush?  
   “Most groups begin taking pictures at six, so that alone eliminates 
an hour.  And there’s not only getting your hair done, but driving from 
place to place to do so,” junior Sarah Kanaan said.
   For four years, students have been ‘getting jiggy with it’ on a Friday, 
off-setting the national trend of holding prom on a Saturday.
   “I don’t even know what I would do if our prom was on a Friday. 
What I do know is if they stopped holding it on Saturdays, my school 
would turn into a crazy anarchy.  The girls would be so mad,” said 
Shayna Sanderson, a senior at Red Mountain High School in Mesa, 
Arizona, where prom has been held on a Saturday since the school 
opened in 1971.
   If holding prom on Friday night saves cost, but vacates 77% of 
upperclassmen girls, what really is the priority?
   “Shenandoah can make double, even triple the amount by having 
a wedding on a Saturday, as opposed to a prom. So it is much more 
attractive and lucrative for them to book us on a Friday,” said assistant 
principal Deborah Boyer, who seemed to agree with the Friday night 
schedule.
   “If it’s on a Friday, for the staff who attend, it is considered an 
extension of their work day and they get paid for it,” said Bush.
   “It’s much cheaper to reserve Shenandoah and most other country 
clubs on a Friday, ” said junior class co-president and member of 
the prom committee, Andrew Provost. “In the end, it’s all about the 
money.”

Expect Prom-emptied 
classes Friday afternoon
Alexi Knock
Staff Writers

...but pre-dance routines vary
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DINO-MITE! SECOND ANNUAL 
DODGEFEST:

GREAT SUCCESS

   They dodged, ducked, dipped, dove, and they also 
dodged. And it was all for charity. 
   The event was Dodgefest 2008, and the charity 
was Miracle League. 
   Dodgefest began last year as an extremely popu-
lar charity event with a lot of participation and in-
tense competition. At this year’s event, it seemed as 
though the competition and intensity was even more 
palpable. 
   The tournament was loaded with talented teams 
that were in it to win it. Seth Johnson, the M. C. for 
the event, thought that it was a great success.

   “Everything that could go wrong did,” Johnson 
said. “But it was still great.”
   Johnson, who did not compete but thoroughly en-
joyed the event nonetheless, remembered what was 
most important about the event.
   “We raised a lot of money for the charity,” he said. 
“That has to be the best part of Dodgefest.”
   After the night of fierce, heart stopping competi-
tion, the highly touted Dino-mite came out on top. 
Dino-mite was completely made up of Seaholm se-
niors, all who were successful athletes throughout 
their high school careers. 
   Brian Finley and Max Klindt, two Dino-mite team 
members, stressed how determined their team was 
to bring home the ultimate prize.

   “We didn’t play to have fun,” said Finley. “We 
wanted to win.”
   Finley also mentioned the extent to which they 
prepared for the tournament.
   “We went to Bennigan’s for a team bonding ex-
perience,” said Finley. “We each had to feed the 
person to the right of us. We were not allowed to 
feed ourselves. Needless to say, we had intense team 
chemistry.”
   Both Finley and Klindt spoke about why they were 
able to come away with the victory of a lifetime.
   “We really came through in the clutch,” said 
Klindt. “We simply balled outrageous.”
   “We had the strength of dinosaurs,” Finley said. 
“We also had good looks which resulted in a lot of 

lady fans.”
   When asked how they felt immediately after the 
victory, their faces filled with looks of fond remem-
brance. 
   “It was absolutely euphoric,” said Finley.
   “It was like warm apple pie,” added Klindt.
   As many of the members of Dino-mite were mem-
bers of the Dodgefest rules committee, it was sug-
gested by some that Dino-mite won due to corrup-
tion in the Dodgefest organization.
   When asked, Finley and Klindt defended them-
selves with passion.
   “That’s absolute garbage,” Finley said.
   “They can meet me in the parking lot at three 
o’clock.” Klindt said. 

Dan McClelland
Staff Writer

Photos by Ashley Harte
TOP LEFT: Team DINO-MITE celebrates after their victory in the championship game.  TOP RIGHT: Junior Zoe Smith takes aim in a first round contest.  BOTTOM LEFT: The Ninjas, who took home 
the award for best costume, pose for the camera.  BOTTOM RIGHT: Seniors Justin Johnson, Jack Rokicki, and Mandi Jarman competed on a team with some of their favorite teachers.



   Get high.  Get caught.  Get away with it.  
   Seaholm student-athletes used a loophole to avoid 
missing time in their favorite sports.
   Currently, if an athlete gets a suspension, their 
penalty for a first time offense is to miss 25% of 
their following seasons competitions. 
    Some athletes are taking advantage of this rule 
by signing up for an extra sport that they normally 
wouldn’t play.  This way, the athlete can serve out 
their suspension in the new sport, and they are free 
to compete in their primary sports.
   “Junior year I got suspended from swim team and 
my punishment was no state meet that year,” senior 
Alex Maniaci said.  “I also had to miss 25% of water 
polo senior year.  Tennis was the season after swim-
ming, so I played that to get out of my [polo] sus-
pension.”
   As the suspension pile up, the repercussions do 
as well.  The goal of the system is to cut the prob-
lem off at the beginning, but if the player keeps their 
behavior, they have to miss an entire season by the 
third suspension.  However, athletic director Aaron 
Frank has found that this is an action that rarely 
needs to be taken.
   “Most problems are rectified in the first stage,” 
Frank said.
    Even though players are abusing the policy, Frank 
likes the policy.  He feels as though athletes get a 
good opportunity out of their experience of playing 
another sport that they wouldn’t otherwise get.
   “We have had students who have participated in 
other sports and have made huge contributions,” 

   Faithful Peckordians, 
it’s time to talk about an 
issue that really disap-
points me when it comes 
to high school athletics: 
politics.

   It’s not really a word you should have to associate 
with playing the game you love, but I’ve found that 
it comes into play far too often at Seaholm as well 
as at other schools.
   Whether it involves making a team solely because 
your older siblings have formed a legacy in the orga-
nization, or getting more playing time because your 
parents are more involved with the team, politics are 
seen all the time in high school sports.
   I’m not saying that all coaches or teams partake in 
this, but I can assure you that if you took a random 
survey of students it would be hard to find someone 
who hasn’t seen the effects of this.
   It’s incredibly aggravating to me to see a kid who 
is clearly better than another get passed up simply 
because his family might not be as involved with 
the team.
   That shouldn’t happen.
   At the High School level everyone should be given 
a fair shot, and the best players should be the ones 
playing. Not the one who the coach feels like he has 
to play to please parents.
   Any time I talk to my parents about the issue of 
politics in school sports, I always get the same an-
swer: “Life is politics.”
   Although that may be true, I think I speak for all 
students who have faced this issue when I say it re-
ally does suck getting passed up by someone that 
you are better than athletically.
   Coaches, please let the best players play.
   On a higher note though, I received a follow-up e-
mail from the anonymous reader who likes to refer 
to himself as “The My$tery Man.”
   Nevertheless, as promised I will always respond to 
my readers e-mails so here goes nothing.
   Question #1: Who was the better Baseball player: 
Football star Deion Sanders or Basketball star Mi-
chael Jordan?
   Well, taking into account that Deion Sanders was 
legit in his career as a baseball player, and putting 
into consideration that retired Seaholm teacher/leg-
end Mr. Schachern himself could have had a better 
professional baseball career than MJ, the decision in 
this case is almost made for me. 
   I mean, I don’t mean to hate on Michael but the 
man hit a cool .202 career in AA ball for the Bir-
mingham Barons, which for those of you who don’t 
follow baseball is very, very bad.
   All Deion did was hit over .500 in the World Series 
Finals, on his way to capping off a stellar nine year 
career.
   No contest here.
Edge: Neon Deion Sanders
   The second question is so absurd, and poorly writ-
ten I honestly spent days debating in my head as to 
whether or not I should even touch it.
   So I’m not going to.
   Still, it’s been good kids. Keep the emails coming 
to peckingorder@gmail.com.

Frank said.  “It’s true that their motive was to avoid 
sitting out their favorite sport, but they have grown 
a lot in ways that wouldn’t have otherwise hap-
pened.”
   Maniaci, who is primarily a swimmer and water 
polo player, loved his time on the tennis team, even 
if it was only for one season.
   “I had a lot of fun playing tennis because I had a lot 
of friends on the team,” Maniaci said.  “I play tennis 
in the summer, so it wasn’t just so that I could get 
out of my suspension, but I wouldn’t have played if 
I didn’t get suspended.”
   Maniaci was lucky that he was able to join a sport 
that he had played before, because it eased the tran-
sition into the new sport.  Many athletes don’t get 
that chance though, and Frank often feels the need 
the warn the student-athlete what they are signing 
up for before they officially join the sport.
   “There are times when you can clearly make the 
assumption that they are joining the other sport to 
avoid missing [their sport],” Frank said.  “What we 
have done is in those cases is have the coach in [the 
new] sport  talk to the student and make sure they 
have to make a full commitment.  They cannot come 
and join for 25%.   It doesn’t count unless they stay 
until the banquet and fulfill the requirement of that 
sport.”
   Of all of the sports that are offered in the Seaholm 
athletic department, track appears to be a favorite 
choice for some suspended athletes.  The sport con-
sists of many serious runners, but it is also filled 
with many students who are attempting to fulfill 
their gym requirement.  This makes room for ath-
letes avoiding suspensions to fit right in.
   “Track eats people up,” co-captain Matt Sienkie-
wicz said.  “If you aren’t there to work hard, you 
can’t survive.”

   This season, the track team has at least one per-
son on their team who is using the sport to avoid 
their suspension.  This person asked to remain 
anonymous. 
   “I did track because it seemed like the easiest 
sport at the time,” the suspended athlete said.
   Once the season started, the athlete realized that 
track wasn’t easy, and it would take plenty of hard 
work.  Not only does the athlete run on the team, 
they also help out by cheering on the rest of the 
team and helping with scoring.
   The athlete’s hard work has been noticed by 
Sienkiewicz, who has seen the athlete as a valu-
able member of the team.
   “Honestly, had I not been told about the situa-
tion, I wouldn’t have known,” Sienkiewicz said.  
“The expectations for [the suspended athlete] are 
the same as any regular person on the track team, 
and [the suspended athlete] has been working hard 
to fulfill those expectations.”
   After working hard for the first part of the sea-
son, the athlete plans on continuing their efforts 
with the track team because of the invested in-
terest in the players around them.  However, the 
athlete mentioned that they would not be running 
track next season.
   Even though these two athletes found success 
in their “bonus” sports, some athletes do not.  Our 
policy is standard with the MHSAA, so the current 
plans are to keep the policy.
   “Our objective is to create an environment and 
a clear support and reason for making choices,” 
Frank said.  “Hopefully, if you have a network of 
teammates who are providing a clear message, it’s 
our hope that it can be another positive force in 
students making good decisions.”

Ryan Peck
Andrew Green
Staff Writers

Food Poisoning puts National Team 
Swimmers on Rough Waters

   Going into the National YMCA Swimming & Div-
ing Competition held in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, the Bir-
mingham Blue Dolphin swim team was expecting a 
week of strong competition.  What the team wasn’t 
expecting was for 15 of the 24 members to get food 
poising a mere three days into the meet.  
   On April 1, 2008, the Birmingham Blue Dolphins 
(BBD) Swim Team traveled to the Ft. Lauderdale 
Aquatic Complex for the National Swimming & 
Diving Championship along with 1,500 other stu-
dents from across the nation.
   The BBD team, which included Seaholm swim-
mers Morgan Priestley, Ted Howard, Megan Smith, 
Alex Wood, Lauren Nichols, Kali Murphy, and Alex 
Stephens, began the meet with plenty of confidence, 
but were unsure of how they would fare.  
   They swam exceptionally well, winning three 
events: the 500 free, the 100 back, and the 200 free. 
   “We were really excited because we had never 
done that good before,” Priestley said.

   By the end of the second day, the team was in third 
place overall and looking to move up the standings.
   “We were feeling really confident going into the 
next day,” Howard said.  “We were hoping to rack 
up some more points.”
   Unfortunately, the following morning, a group of 
a few team members awoke to the uncomfortable 
feeling of stomachaches and nausea. As the morning 
progressed, more team members began to feel ill, 
and before long, 15 BBD swimmers and divers were 
severely sick with food poisoning. 
   “It sucked because the team had worked hard to 
get there,” Howard said.  “After it happened, I tried 
to rally the people who were still able to swim and 
stay positive.  There were parents there to help with 
the sick people, so we went out and competed.  We 
had to be a little selfish because of how hard we had 
trained.”
   Excessive stomach cramping, queasiness and 
vomiting overcame the group, leaving four Seaholm 
students, which included Priestley, Smith, Murphy, 
and Stephens,  in the hospital hooked up to IV’s and 
a determined team with a feeling of hopelessness. 

Andrew Green
Staff Writer
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   “Luckily Ted Howard and Lauren Nichols didn’t 
get sick,” Priestley said. “They are two of our best 
swimmers.” 
   Although over half of the team missed out on day 
three of the competition, they still managed to make 
their ways into the pool for the fourth and final day 
of the competition. 
   “Everyone swam on the last day, but no one swam 
as well as they could.” said Priestley. “We were all 
just way too drained.”
   What seemed like a hopeless scenario resulted 
in the BBD Team finishing the competition in fifth 
place overall. 
   “It was disappointing because the whole team had 
such a natural high throughout the competition and 
it was shot down when everyone got sick.” Priestley 
said. “But how we managed to pull out a top five 
finish was awesome.” 

Chris Dyla contributed to this report.

The next

Senior All
Night Party

meeting is 
May 12th in the 
Media Center

For more information 
on how you can help:

seaholmallnightparty.com
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