
S E A H O L M  H I G H  S C H O O L ’ S  S T U D E N T  V O I C E

HIGHLANDER
WWW.SEAHOLMHIGHLANDER.COM2436 W. LINCOLN RD. - BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 F R I D A Y ,  A p r i l  1 9 ,  2 0 1 3 

	 Inside	the	Highlander

See Page 3 See Page 4 See Page 5 See Page 6 See Page 7

Contents News Opinion In-depth Student Life Sports
News        2

Opinion       4

Sports                   7 

In-depth            5

Summer comes early 
for Francesco Ruffino, 

graduating early to 
compete in Florida.

Seaholm junior looks 
to create an organiza-
tion to help children 

battling illnesses 

Get ready for Prom 
with the Highlander’s 

last minute guide.

The Highlander has 
five things to help you 
celebrate Earth Day in 

a green way. 

The Highlander takes 
home 24 individual 

awards from the 2013 
MIPA Awards. 

Student Life                  6 

Police	Investigating	Call	
Leading	to	Lockdown		

							L			CKED	IN
Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief	
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

Taylor Wyllie 
Managing	Print	Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Kendall Hitch
News	Editor	
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

Kelly Martinek
Opinion	Editor	
kmartinek@seaholmhighlander.com

Esther Seawell
Staff	Writer	
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com

   Only minutes into third hour, Seaholm stu-
dents were sent into lockdown mode for the 
second time in three weeks.
   On April 8th, around 10:15am, Seaholm went 
into lockdown after police told administra-
tors that they received an emergency call that 
reported someone carrying a firearm in the 
building.
   According to Principal Dee Lancaster, the 
police arrived at 10:15 and informed her that 
the school needed to go into lockdown. Im-
mediately after, the police began to search the 
school.  
   “They go in pairs hallway by hallway, check 
doors…the entire building, all the way down 
into Lincoln Street,” Lancaster said.  “A lot of 
classrooms had their doors rattled where they 
tried to open them because they were looking 
for someone.”
    No person was found. 
   When the Highlander asked if any people 
were searched by the police, she declined to 
comment based on the fact that it was an on-
going investigation.
   The Tuesday following the lockdown, the 
Highlander filed a Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) request, in attempt to obtain the 
police report. That request was denied by the 
Birmingham Police Department, stating it was 
an “active open investigation.” The Highlander 
made multiple attempts to reach Birmingham 
Police Commander Terry Keirnan for com-
ment on the investigation. These calls were not 
returned by press time. 
   According to Lancaster, the lockdown lasted 
about 30 minutes. 
   After the lockdown, the next step was inves-
tigating the call to police.
   “The police have checked some potential 
leads and we haven’t had a lot of luck with 
that,” Lancaster said.
   Lancaster said this call has been particularly 
hard to track, due to the way it was received by 
the police station. 
   “I can tell you what has made this more dif-
ficult is that it didn’t come in on their 911 line,” 

Lancaster said. “It came in on their adminis-
trative line and the number that the person 
who called it in gave was not an accurate tele-
phone number or accurate name.” 
     Lancaster said that, although there has not 
been a lockdown drill during lunch in the past, 
procedures were carried out exactly as they 
were intended. 
   “[The procedure] is exactly what we did, 
which is to get them into any empty classroom 
that we possibly can at that point in time,” 
Lancaster said.  “We had never drilled that be-
fore because that is one of those tough ones.” 
   According to Lancaster, the true lockdown 
procedure for upperclassmen out to lunch is 
“basically what we did.”
   “Students outside of the building should just 
stay out. I’m always going to err on the side of 
being cautious,” Lancaster said.
   According to attendance secretary Susan 

   When junior Jordan Gasper was told by 
a Birmingham police officer to leave the 
Seaholm premises and go home, he didn’t 
think twice. With a handful of friends, he 
turned his car around and went out for an 
extra 30 minutes of lunch. 
   The building was under lockdown due to an 
anonymous tip Birmingham Police received 
that a person in the building had a weapon on 
them. 
   “We came back to the lot, but people 
tweeted out we couldn’t get into the building,” 
Gasper said. “A police officer said go home, 
but no one really went home. We went out to 
lunch again.” 
   Gasper’s only connection to what was going 
on at the school was through Twitter, where 
he un-officially heard why the school was on 
lockdown. 
   “People were tweeting about [the lock-
down],” Gasper said. “But there wasn’t an 
official [notice] until a teacher told me later 
that day.” 
   Twitter became a necessity for students who 
were curious about what was going on. When 
school security guard Dory Hicks joined the 
class in lockdown, hiding in the corner of ju-
nior Michael Shaben’s classroom, he began to 
use the social media site to seek answers. 
   “Oh good now the security guard has fallen 
asleep. #lockdown,” Shaben said in an April 8 
tweet. 
   “I turned to Twitter because I had asked 
the guard what was happening and she was 
just as confused as I was,” Shaben said. “If 
the security guard doesn’t know then maybe 
someone who was out to lunch or in a differ-
ent room would have some information.” 
   The Birmingham Patch, Hometown Life and 
Seaholm’s athletic trainer Bill “Allo” Watson 
also jumped on Twitter to share what they 
knew, and seek more information. 
   “@TheMapleForest maybe u already have 
been told, B’ham police received an anony-
mous call that a person had a gun in the 
building,” Watson said in a tweet on Monday 
April 8 while the school was on lockdown. 
   However, Twitter didn’t seem to hold any 
answers as most students felt left in the dark.  
   “I’ll be honest with you, I sent [the infor-

mation about the lockdown] to the teachers 
and they can certainly share with [students],” 
Principal Dee Lancaster said. “I guess maybe 
I could [share the information with students] 
but my job is never done the moment we clear 
the lockdown there are hours and hours of 
other things that have to be done after. Yeah, 
I can encourage the teachers to share but it 
probably won’t be me.” 
   Lilia Mareski, a parent of three Seaholm 
students, said she understands the reluctance 
to tell students what’s happening as it’s hap-
pening. However, she said the administra-
tion should directly inform students once the 
lockdown is over. 
   “I don’t know if [students] should know 
about the situation at the time [of the lock-
down],” Mareski said. “I feel like most people 
would panic and that might make the situ-
ation worse. I do feel like [students] should 
be informed when the situation is safe versus 
trying to deal with everybody’s emotions and 
reactions and things of that nature.”
    Social Studies teacher Scott Craig stresses 
the importance of teachers knowing whether 
the lockdown is a drill or a real emergency. 
   “I think students and staff should be in-
formed pretty quickly particularly whether 
this is a test or a real situation,” Craig said. 
“We really need to know that.” 
   While Craig understands that it is impor-
tant to notify staff as soon as possible, he also 
understands that Lancaster can’t disclose 
anything that would compromise the police 
investigation.  
   Lancaster said her hands are tied when it 
comes to when she can share this information. 
   “I can’t share anything until I have been 
given the clearance from the police to share 
anything,” Lancaster said. “So it was about 
15-20 minutes after we cleared the lockdown 
before I could share anything with the staff. 
It’s part of an investigation.”
   The Highlander attempted to obtain the 
official police report through a Freedom of 
Information Act request, but was denied, on 
April 10, on the basis of the investigation was 
still ongoing. In addition, multiple phone calls 
to the Birmingham Police Commander Terry 
Keirnan were not returned by press time. 
   Lancaster said she has more important 
things to concentrate on than informing the 
masses. 
   “I can’t stop what I’m doing to let [teach-
ers] know, nor should I,” Lancaster said. “My 
concern is [students’] safety, not making sure 

Students	React	Through	
Twitter

Photoillustration by Kelsey McClear
Students reacted to the lockdown on Twit-
ter. The Highlander edited the location of 
the tweets for viewing purposes only. 

The	Community	Reacts	to	
Multiple	Lockdowns

Seaholm	Graduate	and	Twitter	
CEO	Talks	to	Highlander	

   The Highlander had the 
opportunity to go one on one 
with class of 1981 Seaholm 
Graduate Richard Costolo, 
who is currently the CEO of 
Twitter. 

   The Highlander- What 
are your best Seaholm 
memories?
   Costolo- I can divide my 
best Seaholm memories into 
academic and non-academic. 
My favorite academic memo-
ry is of Art Delvaro’s Modern 
European History class. I 
consider that class the single 
best educational experience I 
had in any formal or informal 
setting. I think many people 
who went through that class 
would tell you the same thing. 
My non-academic memories 
are of Field Day and all the 

work and preparation that 
went into Field Day each year, 
and then of course of Friday 
night football games in the 
fall.

   The Highlander- With 
March 20 being the 7th 
birthday of Twitter, how 
much has changed since 
Twitter first launched?
   Costolo- Everything and 
nothing! It’s still 140 charac-
ters and always will be. It’s 
the simplicity of very brief 
public and real-time mes-
saging that has changed the 
world in profound ways. And 
yet, if you look at the Tweets 
from 2006 and the tweets 
from today, the way people 
use the platform has evolved 
and changed completely. 
Keep in mind that our users 
invented the @ reply and the 
# hashtag to signify a meme 
or event long after the service 

was already launched and in 
fairly wide use. When people 
who’ve been on the service 
since 2006 and 2007 go back 
and look at their tweets from 
those early days, they’re often 
surprised at how their own 
use of the service has evolved.

   The Highlander- Where 
do you see social net-
working going in the next 
few years?
   Costolo- I certainly see 
people beginning to per-
sonally use more and more 
different services instead of 
doing everything in one app. 
Whether it’s snapchat or Vine 
or Whatsapp or MessageMe, 
all sorts of very specific 
services are emerging, and I 
think you’ll see people start to 
use multiple services for their 
different specific purposes. 
It will no longer be simply a 
Facebook or twitter world, 

people will happily bounce 
between many different ser-
vices. There’s always concern 
from people in the industry 
that the space will get too 
noisy, and yet time and again, 
we see people have the ability 
to float between these differ-
ent services with ease.
 

Costolo in his 
1980 Seaholm 
Yearbook 
Picture
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Senior Erin Neuenfeldt commits to play volleyball 
at the University of South Carolina. For the full 
story see page 8. 
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For more questions and 
answers with Costolo 
visit seaholmhighlander.
com
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Pomroy, some students took 
direction from the police and 
went home, remaining there 
for the rest of the day. 
   “We’re not going to penalize 
students for doing what the 
police officers told them to 
do,” Pomroy said. 
   According to Pomroy, there 
were also a limited number of 
parents who decided to take 
their child out of school the 
remainder of the day after the 
lockdown had finished. 
   Lancaster said it’s important 
to practice drills as if they 
were real lockdowns.  Every-
one, from students to secu-
rity guards to administrators, 
must follow the scripted pro-
cedures during fire, tornado 
and lockdown drills.
   Specifically, Lancaster said 
that the job of the security 
guards is to alert the admin-
istration of a suspicious pres-
ence and then, because they 
are unarmed, hide.
   “Safety procedures were fol-
lowed very well by students 
and staff,” Birmingham Po-
lice Chief Terry Kiernan told 
the Oakland Press in a Mon-
day April 8 article.

the teachers know what’s going on.”
   Some teachers and students turned to the police to get the 
full story during the duration of the lockdown. According to 
Lancaster, they called 911. 
   Both Lancaster and Birmingham police urge students and 
staff not to do this again. 
   “We cannot call 911 to see what’s happening,” Lancaster said. 
“You have to trust us if we tell you it’s a lockdown then we are 
taking it seriously and keeping you as safe as we can.” 
   Not all students were that concerned. The lockdown on April 
8, was the second lockdown at Seaholm in less than three 
weeks. This caused senior Haley Gumenick to become apa-
thetic. 
   “The more [lockdowns] we have, the less effective it will be 
because the first one I feel like everyone took pretty seriously, 
and then the second one it was like a routine thing,” Gumenick 
said. 
   The manner in which the lockdown was conducted left some 
students questioning the effectiveness of lockdown proce-
dures.
   “I do not feel safe. They happen way too often,” sophomore 
Avery Campbell said. “I don’t know what is going on and I as-
sume the worst case scenario every time.”
   Some students do not treat the lockdown as a serious threat.
   “I try to take the lockdowns seriously but they have become 
a common occurrence,” sophomore Alex Krivan said. “I think 
everyone has begun to think of them as a joke.”
   “The lockdowns are not accurate at all,” freshman Kevin 
Muir said. “People are talking and it’s just a mess.”
   Other students realized that the administration was handling 
the situation as best as they could.
   “I think [the administration] is doing a pretty good job,” 
junior Sydney Hessen said. “I mean there’s not much you can 
do.”

Community
Cont. from page 1

Lockdown 
Cont. from 
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Girls, Boys Differ on Conflict Response

   In a school filled with more 
than 1,400 people on a daily 
basis there are bound to be 
some personality conflicts; 
freshman vs. seniors, sopho-
mores vs. juniors, and some-
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Congratulations to the 
following PTSA Reflec-
tion winners.  This year's 
theme was "The Magic 
of a Moment."

Cristina Ancog - 
Award of Excellence for 
Film Production.  She 
will represent Michigan 
and Seaholm at the Na-
tional level.

Megan Jones - Award 
of Excellence for Litera-
ture - State level

Sergey Guzyayev - 
Award of Merit for Lit-
erature - State level

District Winners

 
Leah Lavigne - Musi-
cal Composition

Eric Smith - Musical 
Composition

Ben Bishop - Photog-
raphy

Paige Korner - Pho-
tography

Reflections 

Contest

Winners 

Medicine Mat-
ters Nearing
Time: April 25   6:30-
8pm
Location:  Groves gym. 

This evening event will 
showcase a number of 
the great things that 
have been happening 
across the district  relat-
ed to Science Technology 
Engineering & Math this 
year. Don’t miss a medi-
cal-themed STEM career 
fair, and    The Birming-
ham Public Schools 
district’s cognitively 
impaired post-secondary 
program offers opportu-

    The Birmingham Public 
Schools district’s cognitively 
impaired post-secondary 
program offers opportunities 
for students outside of the 
classroom. 
   Located in the Lincoln Alter-
native school, which is con-
nected to Seaholm, the class is 
run by Gail Lederer.
   The Birmingham-based pro-
gram includes students with 
a wide variety of needs and 
equips them with a multitude 
of skills, ranging from work, 
leisure, and daily living skills.
   The Center for Disease 
Control defines cognitive 
impairment as “the condition 
of a child whose intellectual 
functioning level and adaptive 
skills are significantly below 
the average for a child of his 
chronological age”.
   This is the most common 
developmental disorder, oc-
curring in approximately 12 of 
every 1000 children.
   According to the U.S. De-
partment of Education’s web 
site, comprehensive transition 
and postsecondary programs 
are designed to provide access 

District Provides Community Outreach
Caroline Filips
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cfilips@seaholmhighlander.com

to postsecondary education 
to students who traditionally 
have been unable to partici-
pate in higher education.
  “The 18 to 26 year-olds in 
my class are called CI post-
secondary, which stands for 
cognitively impaired and 
post-secondary means after 
high school,” said Lederer. 
“We work on a little bit 
of academics, reading 
and math, and we do 
daily living skills.”  
   These students work 
in a variety of differ-
ent fields and work 
on mastering various 
tasks.
  “We cook and we 
clean. We’re working 
on laundry- sorting 
and that sort of thing is this 
month,” said Lederer.   
   To prepare students for the 
workforce, Lederer assists 
students in constructing 
resumes and works alongside 
them in various workplaces 
throughout the area.  
   “Some of the students go 
every day and some of them 
go three times a week to 
work sites in the community 
with a job coach and two or 
three students,” said Lederer, 
“They go learn work skills at a 

community-based venue.”
   Students work at Starbucks, 
Marshall’s, Meijer, Einstein’s, 
Robot Garage, Old Navy, 
Berkshire Middle School, and 
the Municipal Building, where 
some of them do recycling.  The 
program is designed to teach 
students to be as independent 
as possible.  

“They learn work skills and 
are taught what to do and then 
given a chance to do it, and 
then are taught something else 
and do it to the extent they’re 
capable of,” said Lederer.  
   This concept of breaking 
down tasks into simpler steps is 
essential for cognitively im-
paired students, according to 
The Center for Disease Control.   
Walking a student through 
each part of a task, encouraging 
them to do it independently and 
praising at success each step is 

referred to as task analysis 
by The Center for Disease 
Control.  
   Essentially, the program is 
ideal for cognitively im-
paired students.
   To determine where a 
student’s work site will be 
is based on which sites are 
available and whether or 

not the corporate 
policy allows such 
a program.    
   On the smaller 
scale, it boils 
down to student’s 
preferences.  
   “It’s based on 
what they see for 
their future, and 
we try to give 
them skills that 

relate to that, especially the 
older they get, we want it 
to match closely with their 
interests,” said Lederer. 
“Some of them have no 
interest in food so we just 
wouldn’t put them at those 
locations.”
   Troy Marshall’s manager, 
Richard H. believes the 
program helps CI postsec-
ondary students with social 
skills and the ability to work 
in a hands-on environment 
outside of the classroom.  

  “It’s a great program. It’s 
nice that people are given 
the opportunity to do that, 
because there’s not a lot of 
opportunities like that.  It’s 
great that the company gives 
back to the community,” said 
Richard H.
At Marshall’s, students size 
and stock the clothing racks, 
work in the back room, un-
load the truck, and do com-
plete janitorial work.
  Students are encouraged to 
work at locations that match 
with what they see for their 
future, but Lederer admits 
part of the decision is based 
on exposing the students to 
various working environ-
ments and seeing how they 
do. 
  “A lot of corporate policies 
have changed, so we can’t be 
in some places we used to be, 
which is sad,” said Lederer.  
  With the progress of stu-
dents in mind, Lederer 
remains confident that the 
locations accessible to the 
students are good choices, 
and embody the goals of the 
CI postsecondary program.  
   “The main thing is that the 
students learn work skills,” 
said Lederer.  

“It’s based on what 
they see for their fu-

ture”
- Gail Lederer
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According to former Seaholm Counselor Dennis Rozema, 
girls often avoid conflicts in school rather than facing them.

times teachers vs. students.
   According to a Highlander 
survey conducted this week 
for both genders and all 
grades,  56 percent of boys 
and 76 percent of girls have 
had a personality conflict with 
a teacher. 
   The difference lies in how 
girls and boys handle these 
conflicts.
   While 28 percent of girls 
said they would do nothing, 
36 percent of boys said they 

would either act out in class 
or confront the teacher as a 
result of the conflict. 
   Former Seaholm counselor 
Dennis Rozema said that 
these behaviors are on par 
with basic boy versus girl 
psychology.
   “Boys will respond where 
girls tend to take a step back 
and think,” Rozema said.
   Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer said she sees these 
behavior patterns reflected in 
the students that are sent to 
her for discipline. 
   “Anecdotally, it’s more 
males that are sent to me than 
females,” Boyer said. 
   Boyer said the problem isn’t 
so much disagreeing with the 
teacher as it is how students 
handle the disagreement.
   “It’s usually an inappropri-
ate defense that gets them 
into trouble,” Boyer said. “It’s 
not that you’re not allowed to 
defend yourself or give rea-
sons or try to explain, but it 
has to be done appropriately.”
   Junior 
Josh Smith 
said that he 
does not let 
conflicts with 
teachers go 
unaddressed.
   “I tell them 
off,” Smith 
said.
   Accord-
ing to senior 
Danielle 
Beauregard, 
arguing with 

a teacher is often not worth 
the effort.
   “I just usually ignore the 
situation,” Beauregard said. 
   Over a quarter of girls 
agreed with Beauregard and 
said that they would do noth-
ing in the face of a conflict. 
According to the Highlander 
survey 10 percent of girls 
said they would skip class to 
avoid a teacher conflict, where 
0 percent of boys said they 
would handle a conflict in this 
manner.
   “Girls are pretty good at 
avoiding things,” Rozema 
said. 
   In the context of one week, 
the Highlander survey re-
ported that girls skip more 
often than boys. 16 percent of 
girls will skip once a week and 
6 percent of boys will skip this 
often. 
   “When I see a student 
who is constantly out of one 
specific class, that may be the 
head to head conflicts,” Boyer 
said.

Conflicts by 
the Numbers

“Anecdotally, it’s 
more males that 

are sent to me than 
females”

- Deb Boyer

While both male and female stu-
dents experience personality con-
flicts with teachers, they tend to use 
different coping methods.

   Visitor Notification Sys-
tems will be installed before 
the end of the school year at 
Seaholm.
   This change in the Safe 
School Plan was announced 
at the February 26 Board of 
Education meeting.
   The visitor notification is 
already in place at Pierce 
Elementary School. Based 
on the trial here, the Board 
of Education concluded this 
would be the best policy for 
the current security situa-
tion.
   The system involves a set 
of security cameras that 
are placed at the building’s 
main entrance. Through this 
mechanism, a designated 
staff member is able to view 
everyone who approaches the 
front door. 
   The doors will be locked 
and the staff member who 
is monitoring the security 
cameras will be responsible 
for buzzing visitor to the 

Visual Recognition Coming 
Kendall Hitch
News Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

schools in. 
    The project is estimated to 
cost $150,000 for the entire 
district.
   According to principal 
Dee Lancaster, the security 
system should be in place by 
May 1 at Seaholm. 
   According to superinten-
dant Dr. Dan Nerad, the 
board is dedicated to a con-
stant focus and commitment 
to improving the district’s 
security measures. 
   “This is a journey and it 
doesn’t end tonight,” Nerad 
said, “These are the next 
most reasonable steps we 
should take.” 
   According to the Safe 
Schools plan, Current 
Guardian Alarm security 
staff will remain only until 
the Visitor Notification Sys-
tems are in place 
    Birmingham Education 
Association President Scott 
Warrow said the current se-
curity guards are being paid 
too much.
   “We’re still struggling with 
understanding the hiring 
of the security guards,” 

Warrow said, “Specifically 
because they are being paid 
17 dollars per hour.” 
    Warrow said that a good 
temporary solution to this 
problem would be using 
paraprofessional staff to man 
the doors because they only 
get paid nine dollars per hour 
and the community members 
would be more comfortable 
with them and it would save 
the district overall resources.
   Seaholm Parent Dan 
Teahan said at the February 
26 meeting that he believes 
taking human error out of 
the system is the best direc-
tion for the security of the 
district.
   “There will always be hu-
man error,” Teahan said. 
“That is why I’d rather see 
technical solutions.” 
   Teahan said that he feels 
some sort of ID should be 
required for everyone enter-
ing the school or attending 
school events.
   “People that don’t want 
to have their whereabouts 
known don’t have to come,” 
Teahan said. 

76% of girls have 
a personality con-
flict with a teach-
er

56% of boys have 
a personality con-
flict with a teach-
er

Responses to 
Conflicts 

28% of girls 
would do nothing

20% of boys 
would disrupt 
class

16% of both boys 
and girls would 
confront the 
teacher
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individual Mipa awards

   The Highlander adviser, Ben Harwood, was honored with the 
prestigious Golden Pen Award at the Michigan Interscholastic 
Press Association award ceremony, April 15 in Lansing.
   Harwood was recognized for going above and beyond as an 
adviser for a scholastic publication. 
   “It is a prestigious honor, reflecting an adviser’s long-term 
commitment to the highest standards of scholastic journal-
ism,” MIPA says on their website. 
   Harwood has been an adviser for The Highlander for seven 
years, and has also advised Seaholm’s yearbook and creative 
writing magazine in the past. 

Photo By Joe Grimm

The Highlander staff reacts to the news as Highlander ad-
viser, Ben Harwood, is announced the winner of the Golden 
Pen Award.  

Highlander Managing   
Editor Receives All-State

   Highlander Managing Edi-
tor, Taylor Wyllie has been 
honored by the Michigan 
Interscholastic Press Associa-
tion. 
   Wyllie was one of 15 named 
to the 2013 Student Journalist 
All-State Staff. 
   The All-State staff recogniz-
es elite student journalists in 
Michigan for their outstand-
ing work in the categories of 
newspaper, yearbook, video, 
or photojournalism. 
   Wyllie is the fourth straight 
Editor from The Highlander 
to be awarded All-State since 
2010. The previous recipients 
were Lanie Barron in 2010, 
Emily Gordy in 2011 and 
Simon Schuster in 2012.
   The Highlander staff would 
like to congratulate Wyllie for 
this achievement. 

Highlander Adviser 
Named Best in State 

Left: Photo By

 Caroline Squatrito

Kelsey McClear 
and Kathleen Davis 

bring their first 
place award back to 

the staff. They won 
a first place in the 

category Environ-
mental health or 

science. 

Photo By Kelsey McClear
Managing Print Editor 
Taylor Wyllie poses with her 
MIPA All-State blanket after 
being awarded as a 2013 
MIPA All-State staff member.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
Ben Harwood gets pinned by 
the former Golden Pen win-
ner, just moments before he 
gives his acceptance speech. 

Photo By Joe Grimm
Harwood addresses the 
crowd, thanking his former 
high school newspaper ad-
viser and his staff. 
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The Highland-

er staff and 
Ben Harwood 

celebrate 
after Harwood 
returend to his 
seat, award in 

hand.  

Right: Photo 

By Caroline 

Squatrito

Managing 
Editor Taylor 
Wyllie claps 
for another 
student jour-
nalist as she 
waits to ac-
cept her All-
State Award. 

New Emergency Signs Posted
Nick Farida
Staff Writer
nfarida@seaholmhighlander.com

   Students and teachers have 
noticed new emergency pre-
paredness signs in their class-
rooms -- and for some rooms 
the message has changed.
   The signs, replaced around 
mid-winter break, according 
to hall monitor Josh Young, 
were updated to address 
problems like crowding and 
logistical concerns.
    “Some locations aren’t 
there anymore,” Seaholm 
principal Deanna Lancaster 
said.
   Lancaster said the some 
signs hadn’t been changed in 
some time and did not take 

into account changes to the 
school. 
   “There was crowding in 
some place,” Lancaster said, 
adding that many classes go-
ing down the same staircases 
and going to the same place 
has lead to problems.
   “These changes are much 
safer,” Lancaster said. “I went 
through it with the fire chief.” 
   Christine Wilt-Zwierzchows-
ki, an English teacher, said “it 
is a definite improvement.” 
Her class, she said, are now 
able to leave the second floor 
much easier.
   “[The change] was highly ef-
fective for room B206,” Wilt-
Zwierzchowski said, adding 
the change was “Absolutely 
necessary.”

   Rochelle Rogers, an AP Psy-
chology teacher, who teaches 
on the second floor in the A-
hall said she has faith that the 
changes are safe.
   “Hopefully [it will] be help-
ful at getting us to a better 
safer place,” Rogers said.
   Karen Marx, a French 
teacher, on the first floor 
F-hall said the change in pro-
cedure didn’t affect her much 
but that it made it “a little less 
crowded.”
   Luke Sperling, a Seaholm 
sophomore, said the new 
procedure was noticeable 
during the tornado drill last 
Wednesday.
   “It was crowded but not 
overcrowded,”  Sperling said. 

Forensics Team Advances to State
Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief 
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   Overall, the Seaholm forensics team finished 
3rd in the region. The following students all 
finished in the final round and earned spots 
to compete at the state tournament. We had 
a total of 25 entries yesterday and have 13 
advancing to States.

Natalie Fitch (12) – 1st Place in Prose
Kendall Hitch (11) – 1st Place in Extempora-
neous Speaking
Kayla Lang (9) – 1st Place in Sales Speaking
Adam Boorstein (12) – 2nd Place in Informa-
tive
Connor Park (12) – 3rd Place in Impromptu 
Speaking
Sabrina Gowda (11) – 4th Place in Impromptu 
Speaking
Kate Leary (12) – 4th Place in Broadcasting
Daniel Evans (9) – 4th Place in Oratory

Noah Gaber (11) – 4th Place in Dramatic 
Interpretation
Austin Filbin (12) & Alex Gordon (12) – 4th in 
Duo Interpretation
Whitney Ludwig (12) – 4th Place in Poetry
Chrystyna Strumbos (10) – 4th Place in Prose

Photo Courtesy Of Courtney Butler
Seniors Austin Filbin and Alex Gordon pose 
with their 4th place trophy. 
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Man on the Street:
How did you feel during the lockdown?

“Nervous because none 
of the teachers were in the 
room I was in.”  

-Freshman
Abby  Laramie

“I felt safe and calm.”  
-Sophomore

Claire Markley

“I felt safe and secure.”  
-Junior Alex Stangland

“Bored.”  
-Senior Jeff Levin

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
sponsored, content and production is student 
directed and not subject to prior review. Our aim is 
to provide an accurate report and a free exchange of 
viewpoints in relation to interests and concerns that 
affect the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room G107, 
Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
viewpoint of the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest editorials are 
welcomed. All such editorials and other features will 
be attributed to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes 
all opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback 
from the Seaholm community. We request all letters 
be sent to: tips@seaholmhighlander.com, delivered 

in person to room G107 or mailed to the following 
address: 
The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all letters for 
the sake of brevity. All letters must be attributed by 
name to be considered for publication. The final 
decision of whether the material is to be published 
will be left up to the editorial board.
Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may accept 
advertising. Acceptance or rejection of advertising 
is within purview of the publication staff, which 
may accept any ads except those for products 
or services that are illegal for all students. Ads 
for political candidates and ballot issues may be 
accepted; however the community is encouraged to 
solicit ads from all sides.

Ernest W. Seaholm Highlander
Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
Highlander is committed to covering all issues 
objectively, without bias, with an acute attention to 
detail. Factual errors will be corrected for reader 
clarification in the following issue. If we have erred, 
please let us know.
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Learing to deal with Personality Conflicts: A Lifelong Skill
Staff Editorial
   The relationship a student has with their teacher can easily be-
come the factor which makes or breaks their interest in the class. 
An energetic and open educator can take hold of a student’s interest 
and retain it throughout the trimester, while one more closed off and 
standoff-ish can become a struggling student’s worst enemy. Per-
sonality clashes between student and teacher can become a crucial 
component regarding how students react in a class.
   At Seaholm, students are lucky to have teachers who recognize 
this. Whether it’s an engaging and entertaining lecture by social 
studies teacher Chuck Passarelli, the early morning attention by 
multiple math teachers, or the flexibility and encouragement offered 
by physics teacher Doug Baltz. These are just a few of the many 
examples of things Seaholm teachers do well.
   However, a new survey by the Highlander reveals there’s still 

work to be done.
   Fifty-six percent of Seaholm males have reported having a per-
sonality conflict with a teacher. Of this number, 20 percent would 
respond to this conflict by acting out in class, while 16 percent said 
they would confront the teacher. Seventy-six percent of Seaholm 
girls reported having a personality conflict with teachers, and 28 
percent of these girls said they would do nothing in response to this 
conflict. 
   Some may argue that by cutting class, one can avoid the stressful 
situations found in the classroom. However, avoiding problems is 
not an effective way of dealing with them and personality conflicts 
with adults won’t end after high school. Learning how to deal with 
the root of the problem instead of skirting around it can lead to bet-
ter understanding between both student and teacher. 
   Teachers should be as open as possible to students, encourag-
ing questions and making themselves available to help as often 

as possible. They can also increase student interest by embedding 
interesting factors in their classes, such as making discussions more 
interesting and interactive.
   Conversely, students have a role in this. While engaging lessons 
and entertaining stories can enhance a classroom, students must 
understand they have a responsibility to control their own learning. 
School is not a one-sided effort. In order to take something out of a 
class, effort must be put into it to learn. 
   Scheduling favorable electives, science courses, and languages for 
the following year can help hold onto motivation for students more 
likely to cut class or act out.  If a person genuinely enjoys a class, 
there’s a much lower chance that they will feel the urge to skip said 
class or create a conflict with a teacher. 
   Personality conflicts don’t stop after high school. Becoming under-
standing of others and learning how to effectively work with people 
is a skill that is essential in education and in life. 

Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

Spring Weather Brings Lapse in 
Judgement for Students

After what 
seemed like 
a never end-
ing winter, the 
weather has 
finally hit 60 
degrees and 
spring is in 
full force. 

This means that prom, 
graduation festivities, 
and many more are all 
beginning. While this can 
be an incredibly exciting 
and fun time for students, 
especially seniors, it is 
important not let good 
judgment melt away like 
last month’s snow. 
   What at the time may feel 
like an innocent photo on 
Instagram or a Tweet could 
turn out to be detrimental in 
the future. Once something 
is posted online it is there 
forever. 
   While many seniors may al-

ready be admitted to colleges, 
it is important to realize that 
future employers are more 
likely than not to check social 
media before hiring potential 
employees. 
   And, for underclassman, the 
things that are posted now 
will be the same things that 
colleges will look at before 

admitting students to their 
school. 
   Social media isn’t the only 
place to get in trouble during 
the spring season, “third tri 
no tri” is in the air for stu-
dents feeling the boredom of 
being in school while the sun 
is shining outside. The class-

room seems to be the last 
place that any student would 
want to be. 
   Whether its senioritis, 
lack of interest, the warm 
weather finally hitting, or a 
combination of these, the last 
few months of school always 
seem to be the time that stu-
dents are acting out the most. 

   The Birmingham 
Bloomfield Com-
munity Coalition 
has teamed up with 
the local city police 
to send letters to 
all upperclassman 
letting them know 
of the consequences 
for underage drink-
ing and parents 

who serve alcohol to their 
minors. 
   Spring is a fun time of year 
and for seniors it is our last 
hurrah in high school. So 
let’s make it the best it can 
be without damaging our 
futures. 

 What at the time may feel 
like an innocent photo on 

Instagram or a Tweet could 
turn out to be detrimental in 

the future.

5 Things You Need to Know About: Earth Day
Everyone has heard the saying “reduce, reuse, recycle,” but what can you re-
ally do to help the environment? The Highlander is here to help you go green 
this Earth Day.  You could go out and plant a tree, but here are a few realistic 

changes for a more environmentally friendly life.

Content by Meghan Flynn
Graphics by Ben Bishop

(http://www.50waystohelp.com/)

(http://www.50waystohelp.com/)

(http://www.50waystohelp.com/)

Some students feel that personality conflicts could be more easily resolved if students felt 
that they were not being talked down to by teachers so that all parties feel more comfortable.

Graphic By: Ben Bishop
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Ladies Last 
Minute 
Guide to Prom 

Dress:
Emerald City Sparkle Embellished Chiffon
$72; www.lilyboutique.com
Shoes: MaCall Peep Toe
$79: www.zappos.com
Earrings: Pyramid Studs
$9; www.francescas.com
Lipstick: mac.com 

Old Hollywood Style
St. Nicholas Greek Cultural Center
Friday, April 26
7:30pm to 11pm, dinner begins at 8:00pm
Tickets cost $45 per person, and will be sold until Wednes-
day, April 24
AGuest Permission Form is required for all dates that do 
NOT attend Seaholm

Dress:
Abria Sage Green Sequin
$114; lulus.com 
Shoes: Caparros Gillian 
$75; zappos.com 
Clutch: 1960’s handbag
$16; etsy.com 

Dress:
Hannah Long
$350; www.coren-
moore.com
Shoes: Shoes, Knot Eve-
ning Sandals
$99; macys.com 
Earrings: 
$39; amazon.com 

Boutonniere
Affordable 
Flowers:
$13.24

White Orchid and 
Rose Corsage
Nature’s Touch
$46.13
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   A Seaholm student is look-
ing to create a new way to 
provide meaningful relation-
ships and fun activities for 
seriously ill people her age.
   Junior Ari Walters wants to 
make a difference for teens 
with illnesses like Collin 
Trask, a former Seaholm 
student and very close friend 
of hers who recently died of 
brain cancer.
  Walters was in 7th grade 
when she first met Collin and 
decided to visit him at the 
hospital.
   “I told my mom that there 
was a kid in the grade above 
me at my school that had been 
diagnosed with brain cancer 
and I wanted to go visit him 
at the hospital,” Walters said. 
“So my mom drove me and 
my friend down there and we 
stayed there all day, probably 
six hours, just playing games 
and we would come back and 
visit him.”
   Over the years, Walters 
spent a lot of time with Trask, 
whether it was visiting him at 
the hospital, going to Cedar 
Point amusement park, or 
seeing a movie.
   “By the end it was hard to 
hang out with Collin because 
when you become really close 
with someone and you’re go-
ing to lose them it’s hard to 
go and be with them because 
you don’t want to have to 
be so sad if they pass away,” 
Walters said. “It was easier 
because I knew that I was 

making him happy.
   In Trask’s memory, Wal-
ters created Collin’s Castle, 
a group whose goal is to 
make patients with cancer or 
another illness feel welcomed 
and loved. 
   Two people who volunteer 
will spend an hour or so 
every week with a patient at 
Henry Ford Hospital in West 
Bloomfield. They will go and 
get together with the person, 
playing games and talking. 
The patients will fill out a 
small form and describe their 
interests as well as pick out 
whether they would be com-
fortable with female or male 
partners.
   “That way the patient and 
volunteers have something to 
talk about and connect over,” 
Walters said.
  Collin’s Castle is soon to be-
come a new club at Seaholm 
to make organization and 
transportation easier. Walters 
hopes the club will attract 
more students to get involved 
but she is still working on 
setting up so the club is not 
expected to have its first 
meeting until late next month.
   “When Collin got really 
sick I kind of thought about 
starting something like this 
because I knew that Collin 
wanted people to visit him,” 
Walters said. “All he really 
wanted was to be distracted 
because it’s a hard thing to 
know that no one has a cure 
for the illness you are dealing 
with. So I thought there would 
be more people who would 
just want the same thing that 

Collin does.”
 After Walters’ speech at 
Trask’s memorial service on 
March 19th, students have 
stepped up and asked how 
they could help. One of those 
Seaholm students was junior 
Leah Lavigne.
   “I knew I wanted I get 
involved somehow, and then 
it hit me. I talked to her about 
starting a branch of Collin’s 
Castle that focused on in-
corporating music,” Lavigne 
said. “The power of music is 
absolutely incredible. Music 
can provide these kids that 
are going through so much an 
escape. It can be relaxing and 
calming. It can be funny and 
make them smile.”
   Lavigne hopes to join the 
club and teach patients a few 
chords on a ukulele, doing a 
sing-along, or playing their 
favorite song for them. She 
thinks the possibilities are 
endless.
   “I am very excited about this 
project because not only do 
I get to help others but I am 
also able to provide my fellow 
students with the opportunity 
to do the same,” she said. 
“I am honored to be able to 
dedicate all of this work to 
such an admirable person as 
Collin Trask.”
   Another Seaholm student, 
junior Josh Smith, was also 
interested in volunteering 
with Collin’s Castle.
   “I decided to get involved 
because although I never even 
met Collin, I feel like I know 
him because of what I know 
about him and the influence 

Molly Force
Student Life Editor
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

Making a Difference

Courtesy Of Ari Walters
Collin Trask and Ari Walters share a joyful moment together this past fall. Walters is creating Collin’s Castle to help kids 
similar to Trask.

he had on other people and 
even me,” Smith said. “The 
way he is talked about is 
inspiring.”
   Smith is very close with 
Walters and heard a lot about 
Collin because of their friend-
ship.
   “I know that Collin was and 
still is a big part in her life 
and in many other people’s 
lives as well, and I really want 
to help his legacy to live on 
because I know that it is what 
he deserves,” Smith said.
  By joining the club and 
volunteering, Smith hopes 
that he will gain a lot through 
making new relationships 
with sick teens his age.
   “I am hoping to be able to 
help people, myself included, 
to gain the experience that Ari 
had by going to the hospital, 
meeting new people, making 
great friends and finding out 
things about other people and 
about yourself that you didn’t 
know,” Smith said. “I like to 
make and see people smile, 
so of course it’s always nice to 
just help someone else to have 
a good day, and they might 
brighten up your day up as 
well.”
  Principal Dee Lancaster has 
a great attitude towards the 
start of the club celebrating 
Trask and believes the club 
will be a good addition to 
Seaholm’s community.
   “I think that anytime you 
can take somebody who is a 
healthy, typical teenager and 
have them work with some-
one who is not so fortunate, 
they appreciate life more,” 
Lancaster said. “I think that’s 
a good thing.”
   If interested in being a part 
of Collin’s Castle, contact 
Walters or simply show up to 
the first meeting which will be 
advertised with flyers around 

Seaholm.

Seaholm junior seeks to create 
new organization to benefit kids 
battling serious illnesses

One Acts Festival is Back

   An opera about bread, a 
never ending first date, and 
one girl’s quest to learn a new 
language.  These are just three 
of the stories students will 
present next month at this 
spring’s One Acts Festival.
   May 17th and 18th mark 
Seaholm’s fourth annual One 
Acts Festival, which gives stu-
dent the opportunity to direct 
and perform in short, one act 
plays.
   Returning cast members 
say enthusiasm surrounds the 
cast.
   “Just the acting in general 
gets me really excited,” senior 
JP Tallent said. “Everyone 
loves what they’re doing.”  
   Tallent will be performing 
as well as making his direc-
torial debut this year, his 
second year participating in 
the One Act festival.  Last year 
he starred in Forever Ink, 
another short comedy.
   Senior Celine Barron will 
also be directing this year.  
This year is her second as a 
part of the One Acts festival.  
She is also a four year musical 
senior.  
   “I’m excited to make my 
directing debut and show off 
my wonderful cast members,” 
Barron said. “I feel like the 

shows are more professional 
and will be easier to direct 
than in years past,” she said.
   But it’s not just the return-
ing cast members who are 
excited for this year’s festival.
   “There are a couple of new 
members,” Barron said, “one 
of my cast members, Niko 
Bokos, is new to One Acts.”
   Among these newcomers is 
Anna Tripp, a sophomore.
   “For me the performance is 
what I’m looking forward to 
most,” Tripp said, “to be able 
to show everyone everything 
you have worked for.”
   Although Tripp is new to 
the spring festival, she is no 
stranger to Seaholm’s theatre 
department.  She has been 
part of the casts of both Guys 
and Dolls and Fiddler on the 
Roof.
   “Everyone works super hard 
to create a performance that 
they know people will enjoy 
and want to see,” Tripp said, 
“the cast of One Acts are all 
people who don’t joke around 
when it comes to what dedica-
tion should mean.”
   And, the cost of admission 
won’t make a huge dent in 
your wallet.
   “You only have to give a 
kidney,” Tallent said, “but if 
you can’t give one of those it’s 
about $5.”

Kelly Martinek
Opinion Editor
kmartinek@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Seaholm Robotics 
team’s 2013 run came to an 
end last weekend. The team 
finished 40 of 64 teams at the 
FIRST Robotics Competition 
at Eastern Michigan Univer-
sity, April 11 through 13.
   The team, which meets after 
school on Mondays through 
Thursdays, as well as Satur-
days, has been working on 
this competition’s robot since 
the beginning of January.
   The year’s goal was to build 
a robot that could accomplish 
two things: To climb a pyra-
mid-like structure, and launch 
Frisbees into a goal. There 
were one-point, two-point, 
and three-point goals. Making 
it to the top of the pyramid 
counted for five points.
   Seaholm was just one of 
the 64 teams at the competi-
tion. Their team consisted of 
about ten students from both 
Seaholm and Groves, and the 
competition had over 400 stu-
dents participating in total.
   Though the team didn’t 
make it into Nationals, the 
members say that they still 

had a great time at States.
   “It’s awesome to have a 
chance to compete alongside 
the best of the best and to be 
appreciated for all the hard 
work we’ve done,” junior 
Olivia Miller said. “Of course 
it’s disappointing to not make 
it to Nationals but just think-
ing about how exciting it was 
making it to States, it’s really 
something to be proud of.”
   Tripp Bobrowski, a senior at 
Seaholm also shared Miller’s 
excitement about the experi-
ence.

   “It’s really cool to see all of 
the different solutions ev-
eryone came up with for this 
competition.” Bobrowski said. 
“Some of the people I have 
met are some of the smartest 
and brightest in not only the 
state, not only the country, 
but the entire world. To be on 
the same level with them is 
really amazing.”
   Other Seaholm students 
were also glad to have attend-
ed the States competition.
   “It was awesome,” said ju-
nior Zack Lapinski. “Really an 

amazing experience.”
   “It was fantastic,” sopho-
more Amanda Burcroff said. 
“It was cool to compete 
against teams who we knew 
would compete strongly at the 
National level.
   Bernie Simms, a teacher in 
Seaholm’s Engineering de-
partment as well as the team’s 
coach, was pleased with how 
the team performed.
   “I was pleased with how we 
finished,” Simms said. “We 
were up against the best in 
the state and we held our own 
pretty well.”
   Simms also believes that 
States were a great experience 
for the students who went.
   “It was a great opportu-
nity for our team to compete 
against the best in the state,” 
Simms said. “We learned that 
we are able to compete at that 
level.
   Simms was also optimistic 
about the future of the team.
   “We want states to be our 
new normal,” Simms said. 
“And maybe next year, we can 

move on to Nationals.”

Photo by Bernie Simms 
Four Seaholm members of the Birmingham Robotics Team 
“Automation Nation.”

Robotics Finishes 40th at States
Chris Browne
Staff Writer
cbrowne@seaholmhighlander.com

   Hannah Schuele, a junior 
at Seaholm, sits on a stand 
above a bustling pool of swim-
mers. The smell of chlorine 
drifts through the air as she 
watches over people in the 
warm summer sun. Whether 
she is watching over swim-
mers, sitting at the check 
in desk, or walking around 
the grounds, Schuele gets to 
spend her summer days by 
the pool.
   Schuele works at the Bev-
erly Hills Athletic Club as a 
lifeguard, about 20-30 hours 
a week.
   “Getting paid to sit outside 
and have a relaxing summer, 
it is what I’d call the perfect 
job,” Schuele says about her 
job at BHAC.
   “I absolutely love sitting 
around in the sun, and I work 
with a great group of people, ” 
Schuele said. 
   As school is wrapping up in 
the next few months, many 
students are searching for a 
good summer job.
   With most colleges getting 
out early to mid may, students 
need to jump on the applica-
tion process soon. 
   There are many different 
kinds of jobs that students can 
apply for, all within a short 
drive or walk from home. 
   A plethora of jobs can be 
found in our very own down-
town Birmingham, where 
over 50 different restaurants 
line the streets.
   If you are looking for a job 
in food services, some ideas 
are Leo’s, Einstein’s, Jimmy 
Johns, Subway, Bread smith, 
and the Original House of 
Pancakes. 
   Charlie Burg, a junior, 
knows first hand about how 
difficult job searching can be. 
Burg applied to Leo’s a month 
ago but never heard back 
from them. 
   “I walked in and asked to 
speak to the manager but they 
weren’t there, so I spoke to 
the cashier. They told me to 
write my info on a blank piece 
of paper and I never heard 
back,” Burg said. 
   Eleni Barr, also a junior, got 
a bit further in the application 
process. 
   “I think I applied to every 

store in downtown Birming-
ham before I got a call back. It 
was from Leos, and they told 
me they didn’t have a position 
for someone my age,” Barr 
said. 
   Matthew Rothschild, a 
junior at Seaholm, works at 
Jimmy Johns on Telegraph 
and Maple. 
   “The good part is we get 
some free food. It’s a fun job 
and I’d recommend it. The 
only bad part is the rude cos-
tumers,” Rothschild said. 
   If you’ve got a bit of a sweet 
tooth, try applying at one of 
the many ice cream shops in 
Birmingham. 
      You can work at Dairy 
Deluxe, Sanders, Dairy Mat, 
Sweet Earth, and Coldstone, 
all starting at the age of 16. 
This is also the age require-
ment to begin training for a 
job at these locations. 
      Katie Sarkesian, a senior, 
works at Sanders. 
   “I really like that my hours 
are convenient so I can still 
have a life. The challenging 
part, I would say, is 
having time for school and 
work, and missing out on stuff 
when I’m working.” 
   A bonus, Sarkesian adds, is 
that you get free food from 
the store. 
   Pizza places like Little Cae-
sars, Jets, Brooklyn, and Papa 
Romano’s all employ young 
adults. 
   If working in foods isn’t for 
you, don’t loose hope. There 
are a wide range of jobs in 
lifeguarding, caddying, mod-
eling, acting, summer camp 
counseling, and clothing. 
   Barr, who works now as a 
caddy at Oakland Hills, would 
recommend the job to anyone.
   “It’s nice to have a summer 
job that’s outside so you can 
enjoy the weather, even if you 
do get bad tan lines,” Barr 
said. 
   The I Group, a modeling 
and acting agency in South-
field MI, “is always open for 
new talent submissions,” 
as written on their website, 
theigroup.com. To get more 
information about how to ap-
ply, please visit their site. 
   If you love animals or 
sports, Bloomfield Sports 
Shop, Varsity Shop, and 
Premier Pet Supply are some 
other jobs to look into.  

Summer Jobs:
Keeping Students Busy
Maria Callaghan
Staff Writer
mcallaghan@seaholmhighlander.com
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Sydney Hessen
Junior Sydney 
Hessen works at 
the Avenue. She 
plans to continue 
working through-
out the summer. 
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Ruffino Graduates Early To 
Take His Golf Game To Florida

   When you look outside, the first thing that comes to your 
mind probably isn’t summer.  However, for senior golfer 
Francesco Ruffino, summer sprung early.
   Ruffino, a soon-to-be Division I college golfer committed 
to Michigan State University in early August last summer.  
As preparation for next year, Ruffino is spending the next 
three weeks living with his grandparents in Florida.  He will 
be working on his golf game, while waiting out the Michigan 
weather.
   “I’m in Florida for three weeks practicing and playing in 
tournaments.  After that I will come back and focus on playing 
golf here in Michigan,” Ruffino said.
   While in Florida, Ruffino played in two competitive tour-
naments, FCWT at Feather Sound and AJGA at Innisbrook.  
Ruffino took 41st place at the FCWT, which was played on 
March 23rd and 24th. Both tournaments present college level 
competition for him to work on his game.
   The competition Ruffino will be facing is similar in skill to 
Ruffino himself.  The tournaments are geared towards ath-
letes striving for golf scholarships.  The AJGA states that they 
are, “dedicated to the overall development of young men and 
women who aspire to earn college golf scholarships,” accord-
ing to the American Junior Golf Association’s website.
   More recently, Ruffino shot a 68 in a tournament at Mis-
sion Valley Country Club and a 66 at Royal Palm Yacht and 
Country club.
   These scores will be his last in competition; he has finished 
all planed tournaments.  Ruffino now spends his time playing 
rounds for fun and taking in the Florida sun.
   While Ruffino is in the sunshine state, the Maples golf team 
is back here in Michigan without him.  His decision to play 
golf in Florida made it impossible to play on the school team 
too, but the team is supportive of him.  
   “I’m happy for him [Ruffino] that he is moving on to the 

next stage of his game 
and I wish him the 
best of luck,” senior 
golfer Jack Corbett 
said.  “The team will 
miss him but we will 
move on and still have 
a great season.”
   When Ruffino 
returns home soon, 
Seaholm will not be 
the place to find him.  
In fact, Ruffino made 
sure he had enough 
credits to not at-
tend any of the third 
trimester, and finish 
school early.
   Although Ruffino is 
essentially on summer 

Riley Micallef
Staff Writer
Rmicallef@seaholmhighlander.com

Young Softball 
Team Has High 
Hopes For The 
Season

Katie Moore
Staff Writer
Kmoore@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm girls’ softball have set high goals for their sea-
son after losing the league title to Farmington Harrison in a 
double header last year. 
   The Maples were undefeated in the third division before the 
league title games.
   “We lost our drive to win and handed them the game,” se-
nior and varsity cocaptain Jordan Lennington said. 
   Their first game was scheduled for April 10th against Fern-
dale, but was cancelled due to weather conditions. There first 
game and home opener is April 15th against Marian. 
   This is Lennington’s third year as captain and fourth year 
as a starter. Last season she led the team with a .510 batting 
average, which included five triples and three home runs. She 
had 29 RBI and only struck out twice the entire season, while 
battling several injuries. 
   “She is a tremendous talent,” Seaholm varsity head coach 
Bill Schuerman said. “She has strong leadership skills and 
has been First Team District and all OAA both of the last two 
years.”
   Half of the returning varsity players, JV players, and two 
freshmen make up the varsity team. 
   “We have a young team with only two seniors and five 
returning starters and currently facing some injuries to key 
players,” Schuerman said.
   “We were a tight knit group last year,” Lennington said. 
“We’re all working to get a strong bond between the entire 
team so we can be successful.”
   Although the team lost their number one pitcher, Carolynn 
Gragg, and two of their starting outfielders, Emma Coury, and 
Alex Arnold, the girls are stepping up and filling in the posi-
tions well. 
   “There’s so many different ages, skills, and mind sets,” 
junior first baseman Riley Miller said. “It will definitely be 
something to work on and eventually get everyone working 
together.”
   Miller is a third year starter who led the team with 47 runs 
scored and 21 bases on balls, as well as 34 RBI. She batted a 
.385 with an on base percentage of .485. 
   With their entire infield returning, as well as their most 
powerful hitters, they have a strong lineup full of power and 
contact hitters, which puts great strength in both their offense 
and their defense.
   “We return a good, experienced infield and catcher,” Schuer-
man said. “They are all strong defensively and good hitters.”
   After their loss last year, the team has high expectations for 
their season.
   The Maples are focusing on the beginning of their season to 
gain both pitching and outfield experience. 
   “We should be strong contenders in the second half of the 
year, looking to win our league and regain the District title,” 
Schuerman said. 
   “Our team’s goals are simple,” Lenington said. “Beat groves, 
win leagues, and win districts, then take it from there.”
   “We’re hoping to win our league as well as the district,” 
Miller said. “They’re very realistic goals at this point.”

vacation, he still has not graduated—he will walk with the rest 
of his class on graduation day.  He can also attend all other 
school activities, sporting events, and most importantly, prom.
   “I’m allowed to go to prom and all other school activities.  
Had I not been allowed to, that would’ve played a role in my 
decision to finish early.  However I am, and the choice was 

easy,” Ruffino said.

Photo Courtesy Of Francesco Ruffino

Ruffino takes a swing from the fairway at the 2011 high 
school state championship tournament at Oakland Univer-
sity’s Katke-Cousins Golf Course.

Photo Courtesy Of Francesco Ruffino

Ruffino prepares to putt on his first 
day of the 2011 state championship 
tournament at Oakland Univer-
sity’s Katke-Cousins Golf Course.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito

Sophomore and returning varsity player Maddy Cormier 
readies herself to field a ball hit her way during the team’s 
first home game.

Photo By Caroline Squatriro

Junior Olivia Sheridan winds up to pitch the ball against her 
opponent.  

Photo By Esther Seawell
Senior Cameron Clements passes the ball off to a teammate 
during the team’s game against Farmington.    

    After a two game skid, the 
Birmingham boys unified 
lacrosse team rebounded with 
a win over Bloomfield United 
15-5. Senior Adam Susalla 
scored a team high five goals.
   Currently sitting at a 4-5 
record, the Birmingham boys 
unified lacrosse team’s mark 
doesn’t accurately repre-
sent this team’s talent. With 
only one loss to an in state 
team, the other four have 
come against top teams from 
around the Midwest. 
   Birmingham lost to Country 
Day 8-7, with senior Cam-
eron Clements leading the 
team with four goals. In a 
win against Canton, they won 
13-3, with Susalla scoring 5 
goals.
   Against Farmington, Susalla 
scored 4 goals on the way to 
15-10 win.
    This past weekend, Bir-
mingham played two pow-
erhouse teams from Ohio in 
Cincinnati St. Xavier and Cin-
cinnati Archbishop Moeller, 
losing both by scores 17-2 and 
21-3.  
   According to laxpower.
com St. Xavier is rated as the 
fourth best team in Ohio, and 
Moeller is rated as the ninth. 
According to Susalla, these 
teams were just better teams 
overall, and were overpower-
ing with their size and talent.   
   “We have high expectations 
for this team and expect them 
to be at that level very soon,” 
assistant coach Greg Garrett 
said in reference of the two 
Ohio teams that they had just 
played that weekend.
   So far, Birmingham’s sched-
ule is rated as the 9th hardest 
in the state by laxpower.com. 
   The team’s difficult start-
ing schedule has made for a 
tough start with five losses.  
But there is a method to the 
madness.  Last year, despite 

finishing with a .500 regular 
season record, the Maples 
made it all the way to the state 
semifinals.
   Now that they are back to 
playing in state teams, the 
team expects to improve their 
record. 
   “In state we expect to really 
push hard against the OAA, 
control that part of our game 
going forward, and then 
regroup for the Midwest and 
states,” Garrett said.
   The team is using these first 
games as a learning experi-
ence.
   “Offensively we learned the 
value of possession. Defen-
sively we learned how impor-
tant communication is and 
we learned the importance 
of winning the ground ball 
battle,” senior defenseman 
Matt Wilson said.
   This year, the team is a very 
balanced team relying equally 
on offense and defense in or-
der to win the game, accord-
ing to Susalla. 
   “We rely on everybody 
knowing their job and being 
in position. Doing so, we are 
able to beat teams through 
discipline, even if our oppo-
nent has more skill,” Susalla 
said.
   For spring break, the team 
took a trip down Hilton Head, 
South Carolina, and according 
to the players it has proved to 
be very beneficial 
   “We really came together 
as a team over spring break,” 
Garrett said.
   “Spring break was probably 
the best time of my life,” Cle-
ments said.
   One thing that has helped 
the team to come together 
on and off the field has been 
the leadership of the team’s 
captains.
   “We have really good lead-
ers, kids who are multi sport 
captains,” Garrett said.
    Aside from having fun over 
break, on their way back, 
the team played three games 

Talented BU Lacrosse Team Faces 
Tough Schedule, Rough Start
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against three very quality op-
ponents. The first was against 
Upper St. Clair, Pennsylvania, 
which the team won 11-9, with 
Susalla scoring a team high 
three goals.
   The next game was against 
the 29 highest ranked team 
(laxpower.com) in Ohio, 
Liberty-Olentangy. Junior 
Michael Kemper led the team 
with five goals in a 9-8 loss in 
overtime.
    “We had a few rough 
bounces that didn’t go our 
way, and that determined the 
outcome of the game,” Susalla 
said.
   The third game was against 
Kiski Prep who is rated 11 in 
Pennsylvania (laxpower.com), 
and the team lost 18-5. Ac-
cording to the players, Kiski 
prep was just a better team. 
   The four captains are 
seniors Susalla, Cameron 
Clements, Thomas Constand, 
and Dan Simon. Susalla and 
Simon were captains of the 
hockey and football teams re-
spectively, both of them were 
key players for those teams. 
   As well as great leadership, 
another strength of the team 
is their talent, three players 
are college lacrosse commits.  
Susalla (UofD), Clements 
(Albion), and Wilson (Centre 

College), seem to all have the 
chosen their school based on 
the same factor; academics. 
   “I chose Albion because of 
the opportunity’s it offered 
me academically as well as the 
bonus of being able to play 
lacrosse,” Clements said. 
   “It’s the right fit for me. It’s 
a top liberal arts college with a 
good finance program and has 
a winning lacrosse program,” 
Wilson said.
   “U of D is a school that has 
not only a well respected D1 
lacrosse program but also 
well respected academics and 
I look forward to furthering 
both my lacrosse and academ-
ic careers,” Susalla said. 
   With the three of them lead-
ing the way, the team looks 
to repeat the success of last 
year’s improbable run. 
    “We expect to hang an 
OAA banner and a regional 
champs,” Clements said.
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Neuenfeldt’s Next Move to 
University of South Carolina
   Senior Erin Neuenfeldt is taking her serves, sets, and spikes 
to South Carolina.  She has committed to play indoor and sand 
volleyball for the University of South Carolina Gamecocks next 
year.
   Neuenfeldt will be playing under second year head coach 
Scott Swanson who finished his first season 14-16.  She will 
also be a member of the Gamecock’s first ever sand volleyball 
team lead by head coach Moritz Moritz.  
   The senior outside and defensive specialist was a captain of 
this year’s Seaholm regional championship team and finished 
the season with an All-State honorable mention.
   Neuenfeldt currently plays with the Legacy Volleyball 
Club, one of Southeast 
Michigan’s best volleyball 
programs.  The team com-
petes nationally, playing 
in tournaments across the 
Midwest and as far away 
as Kentucky, Maryland, 
and Las Vegas.  In fact, ev-
ery member of the team is 
committed to play college 
volleyball.
    The commit became 
official on April 2, and 
it was just two months 
before that USC expressed 
interest in Nuenfeldt as 
a member of their vol-
leyball teams.  Before that 
Neuenfeldt was debating 
between volleyball at a 
smaller school or being a 
student at Michigan State 
University.
    “I was deciding between 
a big school, just student 
experience or playing at a 
smaller school, but then 
this came along and it just 
fell on the plate so I got 
really lucky that I can have 
both the big school experi-
ence and the volleyball 
experience,” Neuenfeldt 
said.
   Seaholm volleyball head 
coach Heather Lippert is 
fully supportive of her de-
cision and believes USC is 
giving her a great oppor-
tunity to take advantage 
of not just one, but two 
volleyball teams.
   “They are allowing her to 
get the best of both worlds and play indoor AND beach which 
is awesome and she has always said she wanted to be some-
place warm,” Lippert said in an email.
   The Neuenfeldt family is no stranger to college volleyball.  
Erin’s older sister Paige is a freshman volleyball player at 
the University of North Carolina and was named the Atlantic 
Coast Conference Freshman of the year in her sport.
   The sisters and former Maple teammates have always been 
there for each other on and off the court and have helped 
make one another into the players they are today.
   “We never went easy on each other and I think we were able 
to push each other all the time,” Paige said.  “Even though 
we were sisters, it didn’t really matter we were going to make 
each other better and I think that is the biggest impact she had 
on me.  And just bringing fun to the court too, her energy and 
spirit is so much fun to play with and I think playing with her 
in high school has really translated and I’m more of an ener-
getic player because of her.”
   UNC is part of the ACC while South Carolina is a member of 
the South Eastern Conference, so they may never meet on the 
court, but both sisters are excited to be closer and be able to 
see each other next year.
   “It’s only four hours away versus if I stayed in state, it would 
have been closer to fourteen, so now we can meet halfway two 
hours and hang out with each other, so it definitely played a 
role, I just want to be close to her,” Erin said.
   Even though their separate conferences, there may be a 
friendly, family feud between the two players.
   “There’s always a little thing between North Carolina and 
South Carolina, we always want to be the better Carolina,” 
Paige said.
   Although they may be rooting against each other’s school 
during the first football game of the year when North Carolina 
plays at South Carolina, they will always cheer for one another 
on the courts.
   “The first game of the North Carolina is traveling to South 
Carolina for football so there might be some kidding or teasing 

or friendly rivalry, but when it comes to volleyball I guarantee 
you each one of them wants the other to do really well and be 
very successful personally and as a team,” father Joe Neuen-
feldt said.
   With both daughters in the Carolinas, even Mr. and Mrs. 
Neuenfeldt are considering making the move South.
   “Yes, there is a very strong consideration to moving down 
South to being with those guys so we can watch them play…if 
we can swing that, we’re going to be gone, we’re out of here,” 
Joe Neuenfeldt said.
   As for Erin’s future at USC, it is uncertain how much playing 
time she will be getting as she starts her career there, but she 
intends to continue working hard in order to earn a spot.
   “I probably won’t play very much indoor this year because 
they have a lot of defensive specialists returning that are really 

good, but I definitely can 
gain a position on the 
team and I’ll get better 
with the training and the 
sand volleyball will make 
be better for indoor,” 
Erin said. “Definitely in 
the future though, I can 
try to gain those spots.”
   Her family is confi-
dent that her hard work 
ethic will continue to be 
rewarded.
   “I believe she’ll work 
her way into a position 
because she’s always 
outworked everybody 
and always gave the 
extra effort and made 
herself into a really great 
player and a really great 
teammate,” Joe Neuen-
feldt said.
   Being a D1 collegiate 
athlete while managing 
classes and school work 
can be a challenge but 
Erin is eager to start her 
journey.
   “Well I’m really excited 
to see what the whole 
student athlete experi-
ence is like, game days, 
walking across the court, 
having all the gear, and 
the pace of the volley-
ball game is so much 
faster and so much more 
intense,” Erin said.
   “Being a D1 student 
athlete is one of the 
hardest things you’ll 
ever do,” Paige said.  

“Just waking up at the crack of dawn and not getting bed until 
midnight because you have homework and class and practice 
and weights. It can be a really tough life, but it’s worth it, every 
single moment of it.”
  As Erin becomes a University of South Carolina Gamecock 
nobody is more proud of her than her family.
   “I guess you could say it’s an understatement how proud I 
am of Erin,” Joe Nuenfeldt said.  “When it comes to volleyball, 
Erin is a little undersized for her position she plays and to be 
able to end up at a school like South Carolina, I just couldn’t 
be prouder of her and what she’s accomplished and how hard 
she’s worked to get there.”

David Granadier
Sports Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of Erin Neuenfeldt
Erin Neuenfeldt plays in a sand volleyball qualifying match in Hol-
land, MI.

Photo By Caroline Squatrito
Outside and defenisive specialist Erin Nuenfeldt awaits her 
opponents serve against Groves earlier in the 2012 season.

   After a convincing 15-8 
win against cross town rivals 
Groves, the Seaholm varsity 
baseball team moved to a 5-2 
record on the season.
   The Maples traveled to the 
Falcon nest on Monday, April 
15.  Early in the game, Groves 
took a 6-0 lead while the 
Maple bats struggled.  Later 
in the game though, Seaholm 
regained control and tied it 
up at 6-6 and a huge final 
inning gave the Maples’ nine 
runs and an important in-
league win.
   “We got punched in the 
mouth early, but we respond-
ed well as a team,” junior 
shortstop Alex Breeden said. 
Some guys weren’t playing 
too well so a lot of us picked 
up the slack for some of our 
key players and just had a 
team win and were able to 
pull it out and crush them.”
   Tuesday, April 9 the team 
fell to West Bloomfield 7-1 
during their first home game 
and first in league game of 
the season.
   The Maples started their 
season in Cincin-
nati, Ohio with a 
three day road trip 
over spring break.  
They began their 
stay in Cincinnati 
losing to Grosse 
Pointe South 10-7, 
Miami University 
(Ohio).  
   The team re-
bounded to win 
two double-head-
ers against Edge-
wood High School 
from Trenton, 
Ohio (13-5 and 16-
7) and McNicholas 
High School from 
Cincinnati (11-8 
and 4-3).  The 
team showed a 
strong offense 
during these 
double headers, 
coming together 
for 16 hits in two 
of the games.
   Head coach Dan Drapal said 
the team saw much growth 
in Cincinnati and that their 
game is starting to improve.
   “Every win was basically a 
team win, we had two guys 
we threw out at the plate 
from the outfield, two games 
down there where we had 16 
hits each game, so everybody 
contributes,” Drapal said.  
“There’s innings where the 
top of the line up didn’t hit 
and the bottom of the lineup 
does, so everybody is pick-
ing each other up and I think 
that’s been the highlight.  I 
think these kids are start-
ing to understand that is 
how the game is played, you 
pick each other up and good 
things happen throughout the 
course of a game.”
   “As far as picking up one 
another means, it means 
having each other’s backs,” 
senior captain and third 
baseman Max Cormier said.  
“When somebody makes a 
mistake, somebody else picks 
up the slack and we’re doing 

a pretty good job of that thus 
far.”
   Cincinnati also helped the 
team come together as a 
bonding experience.
   “It’s a good bonding experi-
ence for the team too just to 
be down there, away and re-
ally focusing on baseball, and 
it was our first time on the 
field so they were excited to 
get after it,” Drapal said
   This year’s 14 person roster 
makes the team small in num-
bers, but Drapal believes that 
what they lack in numbers, 
they make up for in experi-
ence and leadership.
   “We had a lot of sophomores 
up last year that are now 
juniors and the seniors that 
we have returning have great 
leadership, and it’s come to-
gether from that standpoint,” 
Drapal said.
   Among the leaders on the 
team are senior captains 
Tommy Scheidt and Comier 
along with junior captain Josh 
Leitman.
   So far the Maples have 
relied on their chemistry 

and teamwork for their wins.  
They believe no one player 
will win for them throughout 
the season.
   “I don’t think we have any 
one player that’s a superstar, 
so we’re going to have to rely 
on each other more and not 
let one person carry the team 
to be successful,” Cormier 
said.
   After this strong start to the 
season, the Maples have high 
expectations and are looking 
to wind up on the top of the 
competitive OAA White divi-
sion.
   “Our main goal at this point 
is to win our league, win that 
(OAA) White Division, and I 
think that’s doable for sure,” 
Drapal said.  “It’s never an 
easy league to win in any of 
the OAA games, but I do give 
us a chance.  If our pitchers 
throw strikes and we do the 
little things right, I think we 
could be a team that other 
teams start paying attention 
to.”

Baseball Moves to 
5-2 After a Strong 
Start to the Season

Photo By Adrian Toshiro Jara
Junior Reed Powers swings for a pitch 
against Groves.
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Girl’s Varsity BU Lacrosse
Record: 1-1
Last Game: W Detroit Country Day 17-6
Key Players: Kathy Quigley and Alex Lee
Quote: “We have a lot of potential and 
we look forward to making another run.” 
-Kathy Quigley

Girl’s JV BU Lacrosse
Record: 2-0
Last Game: W Detroit Country Day 13-6
Coach Quote: “we have a really great start 
so far, we have a very strong team.  We 
all work really well together.”- Defensive 
Coach Carolyn Kause

Girl’s Varsity Soccer
Record: 4-1
Last Game:  W Southfield Lathrup 9-1
Key Players: Jackie Mee and Lisa White
Player Quote: “With a new coach I think 
our team has a clear objective for what we 
want this season, and that’s reflective in our 
game and record.  Like any team we have 
our strong spots on the field, but we really 
play as one cohesive unit, and if some area

is slacking, it shows in our game.  It forces us 
to really work together.” - Jackie Mee

Girl’s JV Soccer
Record: 4-0
Last Game:  W West Bloomfield 2-0
Key Player: Sara Gersonde
Player Quote: “The team has really grown 
since the beginning of the season.  We are 
really playing like one team now.” - Sara 
Gersonde

Girl’s Varsity Tennis
Record: 4-1
Last Game:  W Andover 7-2
Key Players: Nancy Benda and Lauren Ben-
deroff
Player Quote: “The season had a slow start 
because of the terrible weather but we are a 
strong team with a lot of potential and every 
match, we are improving and there is a lot of 
good tennis ahead of us.” - Nancy Benda

Girl’s Varsity Softball
Record: 2-1
Last Game:  W Andover 7-2
Key Players: Jordan Lennington and Maddy 
Cormier
Player Quote: “We should be strong con-
tenders in the second half of the year,  

looking to win our league and regain tthe 
district title.” - head coach Bill Schuerman

Girl’s JV Softball
Record: 0-2
Last Game:  L Marian 10-1
Player Quote: “Haf of the girls have never 
played before.  But we are improving a lot 
and really working well together.”  - Kayla 
Lang 

Boy’s Varsity Golf
Record: 0-1 
Last Game:  L Avondale
Key Players: Time Pearce and Alec Tropea
Player Quote: “So far the season has been a 
lot of fun. As it goes on, we hope to improve 
and still have fun.” - Jack Corbett 

Girl’s Varsity Water Polo
Record: 0-2
Last Game:  L Dexter 14-5
Key Players: Dana Smith and Phoebe 
Player Quote: “This year, the team has great 
chemistry.  every game we play, we improve 
on both offense and defense and with that 
we should be pulling out wins for the rest of 
the season.” - Dana Smith

out well by winning our first three dual 
meets, one against Groves.  I’m excited to 
see how this season turns out, we have a 
talented team.” - Aubrey Wilberding

Photo By Esther Seawell

Jonah Kest runs a relay for the Maples dur-
ing their first home meet.

Boy’s Varsity Track
Record: 3-0
Last Game:  W Groves
Key Players: Max Gomez and Stephen 
Young 
Player Quote: “The sprinters have really 
stepped up this year.  They’ve made the 
team much more well rounded and very 
solid.” - Max Gomez

Girl’s Varsity Water Polo
Record: 0-2
Last Meet: W Groves
 Player Quote: ‘We have started our season
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