
S E A H O L M  H I G H  S C H O O L ’ S  S T U D E N T  V O I C E

HIGHLANDER
WWW.SEAHOLMHIGHLANDER.wordpress.COM

2436 W. LINCOLN RD. - BIRMINGHAM, MI 48009 F r i d a y ,  A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 1 4

	 Inside	the	Highlander
Contents News Opinion Student Life Sports Sports

News        2

Opinion       4

Sports       8
See Page 4 See Page 6 See Page 7 See Page 8See Page 2

Testing	the	Limits

The Highlander 
stresses the 
importance of 
tackling test anxiety.

The Highlander 
looks at the blended 
class format.

Junior girls start 
club after 
experience Detroit.

The Highlander 
retells Dodgefest in 
pictures.

Girls tennis hopes 
to live up to 
expectations.  Student Life        6

   While those extra days off 
back may have seemed like a 
gift then, Seaholm is finally 
paying the price. 
   As of April 1st, Seaholm stu-
dents have to come to class 
during X-Block to start mak-
ing up the time missed. 
   Students must come to class 
or will be marked absent. The 
absences will count towards 
parking passes for next school 
year. 
   “We’re the only school in 
the district that has make-up 
time,” Seaholm Principal Dee 
Barash said.
   According to Barash, this 
is because of the two calam-
ity days in November and 
January. School was cancelled 
due to a carjacking and pipes 
freezing over and bursting. 
    “We can’t impact anybody 
else’s schedule,” Barash said. 
“It was the easiest way to get 

those minutes back without 
impacting Groves’ schedule.”
   In an effort to make up the 
time without adding school 
days, the district has approved 
the plan of having classes dur-
ing Seaholm’s X-Block. The 
state does not consider it to 
be instructional time, there-
fore by having classes it can be 
counted as make up time.
   The schedule will be to have 
first hour during X-Block, 
then regular bell schedule. 
On the next X-block, second 
hour will have their class, and 
then continue with bell sched-
ule, and so on. The first set of 
X-Block classes is April 1, 3, 
15, 17, and 22. These five will 
count as one made-up day. 
   The district has only ap-
proved the first set of makeup 
time and therefore still has not 
approved a second set of X-
Blocks. The decision will likely 
not be made until the end of 
April. However, Barash feels 

X-Block:	
No	More?

that the county knows this 
process is the most efficient 
way.
   “We are confident that the 
county will feel the same way 
that you and I do,” Barash 
said.
   If allowed, the second set is 
scheduled to be in late May, 
after the AP exams. Students 
will also have a full day of 
school on June 11, the first day 
of finals.
   Not everyone is happy with 
this decision. Senior Jackson 
Jerge goes to X-Block every 
Tuesday and Thursday and 
finds the retraction frustrat-
ing.
   “I just think it’s a darn shame 
that they’re gonna get rid of X-
Block for five straight days,” 
Jerge said.
   Senior Sara Kmiec agrees. 
She finds the loss of time to 
be a disadvantage to students 
because they are losing time 
for clubs and meetings with 
teachers. 
   “We’re losing that time to do 

important stuff,” Kmiec said.
   However, Jerge thinks it’s 
a better alternative to adding 
days to the school year. Mean-
while, Kmiec is indifferent.
   “As a senior, I don’t really 
care because I would be out 
teachers much more than an 
extended school year would. 
Because of weekends and 
spring break, the extra classes 
will be spread out over time. 
This makes it difficult for 
teachers to make lesson 
plans for their classes.
   Science teacher Renee 
Moore believes this plan is 
the best possible decision, 
but still has reservations.
   “The problem I have is 
that I teach earth science 
both 1st and 5th hour, so 
they [the students] would 
be taught a lesson 21 days 
apart,” Moore said. “[The 
class] is not gonna be a 
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   According to a highlander survey, 67.61% of students believe 
that they have some degree of test anxiety. 
    The Anxiety and Depression Association of America symp-
toms can include headache, nausea, rapid heartbeat, short-
ness of breath, and in extreme cases, blacking out. 
   But these symptoms are just the beginning for one Seaholm 
student. 
   “I can’t sleep the night before tests,” senior Tina Miller* 
said. “Sometimes I’ll even throw up” 
   Miller said that her anxiety has gotten to the point where 
she has gone to the emergency room for her symptoms.
   “I’ve had two full out nervous break downs before big tests,” 
Miller said. 
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Miller	Takes	Talent	to	College

   Senior Riley Miller steps up 
to the plate. The score is tied 
and there are two outs. The 
team is counting on her. 
   Can she do it?
   For Riley Miller softball is 
more than a sport, it’s a pas-
sion. 
   “She took a liking to it [base-
ball].  We always played catch, 
and I played baseball when I 
was growing up… she excelled 
every moment,”father Kirk 
Miller said.” “She was doing it 
from five years old.”
   Riley has transitioned from 
backyard baseball to a suc-
cessful athletic career in 
softball. 
   “She knew there was a time 
where she would transition to 
softball, when she was 12 or 
13 years old,” Kirk Miller said. 
   Riley Miller currently plays 
Seaholm Softball and plays 
competitively on the travel 
team Ice Fast Pitch. 
   “Riley is one of the players 
that I call a ‘first-dayer,’ she 
made the varsity team as a 
Freshman and started the first 
game she and started every 
game since,” Seaholm Softball 
Coach, Bill Schuerman said. 
“So, from the beginning she 
was a good player and had a 
lot of obvious potential.”
   Riley Miller developed most 
her game from her father. 
Kirk Miller wanted to relay See	MILLER	/	Pg.	7
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Photo By Meghan Flynn
Riley Miller grounds a field ball at a game in the 2013 
season.  Miller plays short stop.

the same interest he had for 
the sport, as his father did to 
him. 
   “My dad’s always there to 
help, and I really learned 
everything about the game 
as far as my swing from my 
dad,” Riley Miller said. “I’ve 
never really had coaches help 
me outside of him.”
   Their joint interests in the 
sport had helped Riley prog-
ress in softball immensely.  

and maintain a closer rela-
tionship with her father.
   “We’ve been very solid and 
very tight, everything that my 
father taught me I’ve taught 
her. My dad was a very good 
baseball player a long time 
ago, when he played in high 

school, he taught me every-
thing that I’ve relayed onto 
Riley,” Kirk Miller said. “We 
do things the same way, you 
know she picked up batting 
left handed from me and she 
can actually throw the ball 
harder than I can.”
   Initially, after practicing 
baseball Riley Miller alto-
gether was unsure over her 
transition to softball. 
   “When I got to middle 

school, I had switched to soft-
ball the year before, and I was 
like, ‘I guess I’ll give softball 
a chance and see what hap-
pens’,” Riley Miller said. 

   Riley Miller soon realized 
the importance softball held 

over her and the impact it had 
on her. 
   “I had to give up tennis for 
softball, and that definitely 
changed the way I viewed 
softball and put more effort 
into it, that’s when it became 
my entire life,” Riley Miller 
said.
   Riley Miller soon developed 
a close connection and inter-
est to the sport, leading her 
into pursuing her passion for 
softball in college.
   She had received three col-
lege recruitment offers for 
softball. While she initially 
believed attending out of state 
was the best option for her, 
she decided on attending the 
University of Michigan Dear-
born, where she received a 
scholarship academically and 
athletically. 
   U of M Dearborn recently 
combined athletic programs, 
and is a division two school, 
that partakes in the NAIA 
league. Through her experi-
ences in travel softball she 
was already affiliated with the 
program’s new coach, Scott 
Combes.
   “I liked him [Scott Combes], 
and it was a very familiar 
atmosphere, because I did 
know him through travel so 
I decided to turn down some 
of those out of state options 
and stay in state,” Riley Miller 
said.“It was good academic 

Seniors Only:

   Senior Sydney Alexander also deals with testing anxiety. 
   While Miller cannot pinpoint the cause of her anxiety, Alex-
ander attributes hers to a concussion coupled with ADHD. 
   “What causes my test anxiety is my heightened fight or 
flight disorder,” Alexander said. “I also had a severe concus-
sion complicated with ADHD that makes me brain work 
slower causing anxiety.” 
   Alexander said that the only way that she knows to combat 
her anxiety problem is by receiving extra time. 
   Otherwise, her grades will suffer. 
   70.59% of Seaholm students said testing anxiety has an 
effect on their grades, while 30.88% of students said testing 
anxiety had a large effect on their grades. 
   “Without my testing anxiety, my GPA would probably be at 
least .5 higher,” Miller said. 

“We’re the only school 
in the district that has 

make-up time”

- Principal Dee Barash



News Wednesday, april 1, 2015 
The Highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com2
College Cont. from Page 1

and post-secondary options,” 
Stahl said. “So seeking free 
help first, I feel, is the most 
responsible thing to do.” 
   Salinas currently utilizes 
the free assistance inside 
of Seaholm, but thinks that 
having McGregor assist her is 
something that will give her a 
greater advantage when com-
peting amongst the nation’s 
elite.
   “Everyone just wants to get 
into the best schools and they 
will do whatever they have 
to,” Salinas said.
   Beyond Birmingham, stu-
dents across the country make 
use of college counseling 
tutors to further their chances 
of acceptance at Ivy schools. 
   The Highlander contacted 
Ivy Wise, an admissions 
counseling and tutoring cen-
ter located in New York for 
information on the college ap-
plication process and students 
receiving outside assistance. 
The company is geared to-
wards helping students gain 
access to Ivy League schools 
across country. Ivy Wise de-
clined to comment.
   In addition to bettering a 
student’s chances with Ivy 
schools, receiving help from 
an admissions tutor can help 
expose students to other 
options. In Salinas’ case, she 
hopes to receive a wider range 
of school ideas during the 
process. 
   “If it has helped, I think 
that it has definitely made me 
look at schools that I wouldn’t 
have thought of looking at,” 
Salinas said. “If I don’t get in, 
then I guess it didn’t help me 
do anything.”
   Santi said she doesn’t think 
that using admissions tutors 
helps students with the pro-
cess, and that the colleges the 
student is applying to are also 
harmed by the advantage.
   “All it does in the long run 
is disadvantage the student,” 
Santi said.
   Choosing to hire an admis-
sions tutor is a decision that 
students across the country 
are debating. Wright and 
Salinas both believe that while 
it would benefit financially 
able students to use a college 
counselor, students can still 
achieve a high quality applica-
tion without assistance.
   “If you’re more independent 
and less indecisive, then do 
it on your own,” Salinas said. 
“You don’t need someone to 
do it for you.”

New Club Encourages Girls to ‘Speak Up’
Emma Lietz
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

equality of the sexes.
   The main focus of the group 
is female empowerment 
within the Seaholm student 
body, with a hope to expand 

the message to the greater 
community in the future.
   The group meets Wednes-

days during xblock in room 
G103.
   “It’s a nice place to speak 
out against something we are 
very passionate about,” junior 

Kate O’Mara said.
   Each meeting has a different 
focus, featuring a discussion 

   Sophomore Leah Warren 
clicks through a Power-
point presentation featuring 
cartoon images of female 
empowerment art, pausing 
briefly to discuss the mean-
ing behind each slide. Other 
members listen closely, nod-
ding and vocalizing agree-
ments with Leah’s words.
   Seaholm Women Speak Up 
is a new organization formed 
to empower women, and to 
embrace feminism and indi-
viduality.
   The organization was 
founded by senior Maame-
Boatemaa, a self-described 
outspoken advocate for the 

Changes Made to Language Requirement 
Conor Ryan
Deputy News Editor 
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

“We encourage people to throw 
in their comments, opinions, 

and life experiences.” 
 

- Sophomore 
Leah Warren

   A mistake in the school 
code, which required current 
seniors to have completed 
two years of a foreign lan-
guage in order to graduate 
this May, was recently recti-
fied by the Michigan Legisla-
ture.  
   The law only was intended 
to apply to the class of 2016 
and on and would have 
adversely affected this year’s 
graduating class.  Now that 
the law has been changed, 
the class of 2015 only needs 
one year, or one credit, of a 
foreign language to get their 
diploma.
   In addition, due to a bill 
passed this January in the 
Michigan State House of Rep-
resentatives, certain non-lan-
guage classes 
at Seaholm 
may now fulfill a year of 
students’ foreign language 
requirements.
   The Representatives revised 
how the language require-
ment itself could be fulfilled. 
Under the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum that Seaholm 
currently follows, a student 

cannot graduate without com-
pleting two years of a foreign 
language. 
   The new requirement allows 
for flexibility.
   “The classes that may 

now take place of a year of 
a language include career 
and technical education, or 
arts instruction beyond that 
required by the Merit curricu-
lum for all students,” coun-
selor Walt Romano said.
   Currently, the full list of ac-
ceptable classes is only avail-

able to administration. 
   “There is a long list of what’s 
available,” Romano said.  
   The bill doesn’t eliminate 
the language requirement, 
but it allows for the potential 

of substitutes. For example, 
after meeting their fine arts 
requirement, if students were 
to take an additional art class, 
they could fulfill one year of 
their foreign language re-
quirement.  This opportunity 
is available to all students 
right now. 

   “Students don’t really know 
about it [the option],’’ Ro-
mano said.
   Last year, student also 
got the opportunity to take 
American Sign Language or 

ASL online 
as another 
alternative 
to a foreign 
language. The 
class would 
fulfill the for-
eign language 
requirement 
and would 
also take the 
place of one of 
students’ five 
classes.
   While op-
portunities 
are currently 
available, the 
actual process 
of substitut-
ing a class 
for a year of a 

language is unclear.
    “Currently [we are] not sure 
of what the Birmingham Pub-
lic school district will allow 
[to be a substitute] because 
the district can be stricter 
than the state,’’ Romano said. 
“[The process] is very compli-
cated.”

Welcoming 
Wilhelm

   Immediately following the 
retirement of former Math de-
partment chair, Carol Pinneo, 
on March 13, math teacher 
Thad Wilhelm became the in-
terim Math department chair 
of Seaholm. 
   “When I started [the interim 
chair position], I was given a 
list of duties and responsibili-
ties that covered two pages,” 
Wilhelm said. 
   As interim math depart-
ment chair, Wilhelm performs 
administrative duties like 
coordi-
nating 
and 
proc-
toring 
place-
ment 
tests, 
creat-
ing 
classes schedules for next 
year, and represents the math 
departments on Seaholm’s 
leadership team.
   Wilhelm has taken the posi-
tion head on. He is already 
working to implement future 
changes.  
   “I’ve been in this role for 
less than two weeks, but we’ve 
already begun conversations 
about two important and 
related topics:  the appro-
priate role of technology in 
mathematics classes, and the 
adequacy of our current pro-
gram in preparing students 
to perform well on the new 
SAT,” Wilhelm said. 
   In addition to his new 

responsibilities, Wilhelm 
continues to teach his math 
classes. He has also recently 
started teaching an extra pre 
calculus class. 
   “Perhaps the most exciting 
part is being a curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment 
resource for my colleagues in 
the math department,” Wil-
helm said.
   Wilhelm is an active pioneer 
in the operations research 
field of mathematics. Over the 
summer, he works with nu-
merous professors at Wayne 
State University to further his 
research. In class, he has even 

brought 
a pro-
fessor 
from 
Wayne 
State 
Univer-
sity to 
test out 
opera-

tions research material with 
his pre-calculus students.
   Wilhelm’s passion for the 
field is evident. 
   "He always focused on us 
understanding equations 
and how to do things instead 
of just memorizing,” junior 
Sarah Basile said. 
   Wilhelm’s students are con-
fident in his ability to success-
fully lead the department.  
   “He is definitely qualified,” 
junior Will Geller said. “I 
believe it is necessary that 
a person at that position 
has taught a variety of math 
classes, and someone who 
is very knowledgeable in the 
subject.” 

Brendan Knight 
Staff Writer 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

    “As a student, you should 
not want to gain admission to 
an institution that you are not 
prepared to succeed at,” Santi 
said. “It really doesn’t benefit 
anyone to have someone else 
complete your application or 
complete your essay.”
   Oakland University student 
Natalie Wright helps stu-
dents with college counseling. 
Wright believes using outside 
assistance can be beneficial to 
students. 
   “As far as [college counsel-
ing] being a disadvantage, 
I don’t think they [colleges] 
would look at it that way, 
because it’s just you’re try-
ing your best to get into that 
school,” Wright said. “I don’t 
think they [colleges] would 
take it as you need help, it’s 
just so competitive now, lots 
of people do this.”
   Students who use outside 
assistance run the risk of 
their work being detected 
as changed by admissions 
boards based on their aca-
demic performance and stan-
dardized testing results. 
   One possible way for admis-
sions boards to recognize if an 
application has been fluffed 
is by comparing high school 
English grades to the quality 
of the personal statement. 
However, when a student 
has a history of good English 
grades and high marks on 
standardized writing tests, 
there is less of a chance that 
admissions officers can tell 
the student has been helped. 
   Salinas said she thinks that, 
although she has been receiv-
ing outside assistance, the 
admissions staff will not be 
able to directly identify that 
she has been helped.
   “I wouldn’t think so because 
it’s still my work and my qual-
ity of work,” Salinas said. “It’s 
just been refined.”
   Using college counseling can 
be expensive. Salinas current-
ly pays her tutor about $200 
an hour, and Stahl believes 
that most admissions tutors 
charge at least 100 dollars 
per hour or require a large 
payment before they begin the 
process.
   With free outside assistance 
available to students at high 
schools across the district, 
according to Stahl, hiring an 
admissions tutor should not 
be the first step in the college 
application process.
   “My entire job is to help stu-
dents with the college process 

led by one of the members. 
The open-forum style of the 
organization encourages dis-
cussion and passionate debate 
as well as internal reflections. 
   “One of the things that is 
very unique about the [discus-
sion] is that it is very conver-
sation and interaction based,” 
Warren said. “We encour-
age people to throw in their 
comments, opinions, and life 
experiences. It’s a very inter-
esting and effective dynamic.”
   “I think the club is essential 
for a lot of reasons,” White-
head said. “The focus on fe-
males is critical these days . If 
we never focus on issues such 
as discrimination, it just never 
seems important enough to 
do something.  
   

“He always focused on us 
understanding...instead of 

just memorizing.”

- Junior Sarah Basile

Photo by Julia Wright
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   This year the beloved calcu-
lus teacher from A106, Eric 
Bruns, has found a unique 
way to donate to his favorite 
charity. He isn’t donating 
money or time; rather, he is 
donating his 35th Birthday. 
Bruns is not accepting birth-
day gifts this year; instead he 
is encouraging his friends, 
family, students, and fellow 
teachers to donate a mini-
mum of $35 to charity: water.
   The inspiration behind this 
idea was Scott Harrison, the 
founder of charitywater.org, 
who used his talents as a suc-
cessful event planner to orga-
nize the donation of his own 
birthday and the creation of 
his own charity. Since that 
time the practice of donating 
one’s birthday has been fre-
quently used by many donors 
to charity: water, including 
Bruns’ mother 
and Bruns him-
self for his 30th 
birthday.
   Chartiywater.
org is a char-
ity dedicated 
to supplying 
water to those 
in areas of the 
world that do 
not have access 
to water. Bruns 
is currently 
striving to raise 
enough money 
to build a well 
for a village 
in the Central 
African Re-
public. Bruns 
was initially 
attracted to this 
charity when he 
read an article 
about them and was inspired 
to donate his birthday five 
years ago.
   “Water is such a basic hu-
man necessity and it seems 
like an easy problem to fix. It 
has such long term benefits,” 
said Bruns. “By building wells 
and teaching people to main-
tain wells you have a sustain-
able solution there for quite 
some time.”
   As for the rules of donation, 
Bruns is strongly abiding by 
his $35 minimum donation 
and his refusal of physical 
gifts and purchased birthday 
cards, although he did give an 

Bruns Gives Back
exception to the rule.
   “If it were a Lego Star Wars 
set, I would accept it. Any 
other gift and I would tell you 
to return it, take the money 
from that and give it to me,” 
Bruns said. “We like our Lego 
Star Wars sets in the Bruns 
household,”
   Other than that rare case, 
Bruns says he would rather 
the giver of the gift donate 
the money they would have 
spent on a gift or card. Bruns 
suggests that students pool 
money together to reach the 
$35 minimum, so that student 
who can’t afford the full $35 
donation can still participate 
in the charity. Bruns will still 
accept thoughtful gifts that 
don’t cost very much money, 
such as hugs or bringing 
homemade treats for the 
class.
   Even Bruns’ son is getting in 
the donating spirit.
   “My 8 year old son got $40 
for his birthday, and that 

brought his 
grand total of 
money in his 
possession to 
$45. He do-
nated $35, and 
when I told him 
he could be buy-
ing Legos or any 
other present 
with this, and 
he said ‘Yeah, 
but I want to 
give this to 
you because if 
people don’t get 
water then they 
could die,’” said 
Bruns.
   Bruns encour-
ages everybody 
to donate either 
as an individual 
or as a group, 

and his charitywater.org page 
has more information about 
the birthday campaign. The 
link can be found on Bruns fu-
sion page on the Seaholm web 
site, and it outlines his goal, 
links to articles and videos 
that explain the organization 
and inspired him, gives a list 
of the donations that have 
already been given, and show 
the progress that has been 
made. Bruns hopes to reach a 
total of $6,000 for his birth-
day this year, and he needs 
the generous donations of stu-
dents, teachers, and friends to 

reach that goal.

Zach Lapinski
Staff Writer
zlapinski.shshighlander@gmail.com

Photo By Esther Seawell
Bruns thanks the crowd 
at NHS’ Dodgefest, where 
the procedes went to his 
charity.

   Is the “Any Time, Any Place, 
Any Way, Any Pace - Online 
Learning for You?” 
   Seaholm students have al-
ways been required to take an 
technology course for gradu-
ation.  Recently, a legislative 
change to the State School Aid 
Act allows for any Michigan 
public high school student to 
take two classes online per tri-
mester and still be considered 
a full time student.  This leg-
islative addition to the School 
Aid Act is called 21f.  This is 
part of Governor Snyder’s 
vision of Anytime Time, Any 
Place, Any Pace learning.  
   However there are restric-
tions for full-time Seaholm 
students. Approved online 
courses are those that are 
needed for graduation, mean-
ing a requirement of the 
Michigan Merit Curriculum. 
The Highlander reached out 
to the Seaholm counseling 
department about the classes 
available, but the details were 
not finalized by publication 

Conor Ryan
Staff Writer
cryan.shshighlander@gmail.com

date. 
   However, currently the 
MMC requires 18 credits from 
specific academic categories 
to meet graduation criteria.  
Birmingham Schools adds an 
additional 10 elective credits 
for a total of 28 credits re-
quired to graduate from BPS.
   In October 2013, as required 
by this new legislation, a 
catalog of online courses was 
made available to the pub-
lic.  This catalog contains the 
syllabi for all online courses 
offered by any participating 
Michigan school districts and 
the Michigan Virtual School 
who maintains the course 
catalog. Each syllabus pro-
vides information about the 
required assignments, how 
often you will meet with your 
instructor, availability of 
academic support, and cost.  
Interested students were able 
to begin classes in January 
2014. 
   The Michigan Virtual School 
offers classes in English 
Language Arts, Math, Sci-
ence, Social Studies, World 
Languages, and even Elective 

Courses. Some of the available 
courses according to the MVS’ 
web site are Leadership & 
Society, Mathematics of Base-
ball, Probability & Statistics, 
Anatomy, Ocean Ecosystems, 
Psychology, AP US History, 
Latin, Spanish, and Digital 
Imaging.  
   Any Seaholm student can 
benefit. Not every student 
prefers a schedule of each 
subject in a traditional class-
room at a trimester pace. One 
advantage of an online class 
is that you may have up to 1 
academic year to complete a 
certain class. A longer period 
of time to explore content 
may result in better student 
engagement and content 
mastery.  
   For example, instead of 
having 2 trimesters to com-
plete Biology 1 or Biology 2, 
a student would have one full 
academic year to complete it. 
This extended pace may be 
better suited to not only their 
learning style but also their 
personal non-academic goals. 
   Another advantage by taking 
an online course is that you 

could potentially meet 2 grad-
uation requirements by taking 
only 1 online course in any 
academic area. For example, 
a student taking an American 
Sign Language class online 
could meet a world language 
requirement in addition to the 
technology requirement. 
   Further, there may be op-
tions for courses that meet 
the MMC criteria for gradu-
ation. Some of these may not 
be courses Seaholm offers 
but is an area of interest for 
a student. Classes can also be 
taken in the summer.  
   If you feel this option 
may be worth inves-
tigating and to learn 
more, go to the BPS 
web site http://www.
birmingham.k12.mi.us/, 
click on the Parents/
Students tab, and click 
Online Learning.  The 
most information 
about this new option 
can be found through 
https://micourses.org/
resources/21f_tool_kit.
html or visit www.mivs.
org.

Change in Requirement for Online Classes

Flex Hosts a Professional Jazz Band
On Friday March 28th, the 
Masters of Jazz came to Seaholm 
and performed in the audito-
rium. The group is based in 
Detroit and is made up of four 
members from across the state. 
They played jazz music from the 
20s’ era and talked with stu-
dents about the most important 
composer of the time, Edward 
Ellington. This fits in with Flex’s 
curriculum as they are currently 
studying America in the 1920s.

Photos by Adrian Toshiro Jara 
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   Testing. 
   Side effects may include: headaches, upset 
stomach, shortness of breath, and inability to 
concentrate.
   These symptoms and more plague the 
nearly 16-20 percent of students (according to 
the American Test Anxieties Association) who 
experience severe test anxiety, often affecting 
their performance in school; and for students 
who pay attention in class, study, and are 
generally prepared, it can be frustrating to 
repeatedly fall short of their potential.  
   A quick Google search for “test anxiety” 
will return literally hundreds of thousands of 
results instructing students to “prepare more” 
or to “get a good night’s sleep,” but very few 
on what schools can do to accommodate 
those who have already exhausted all of these 
strategies. 
   Of course, it is normal for students to feel 
somewhat nervous or anxious before tests.  
This is part of what makes it so difficult for 
schools and professionals to diagnose and 
assist students with truly debilitating test 
anxiety.  Nevertheless, it needs to become a 
priority.
   Students who have been diagnosed with 

learning disabilities or ADHD are entitled 
to help on tests, including additional time 
to work or having questions read aloud to 
them- so why isn’t the procedure the same for 
students whose anxiety surrounding exams 
can seriously hurt their scores?
   The same accommodations should be made 
for students whose anxiety prohibits them 
from earning grades that reflect their effort in 
class.  Students must make a point of seeking 
help from their teachers, but those teachers 
must also make a point of taking a deeper 
look.  Does the student come in for help often?  
Do they succeed on homework assignments 
and projects?  If a student is simply unable 
to demonstrate their knowledge in a formal 
testing environment, it should be a signal for 
teachers to get the attention of someone who 
can provide the necessary support. 
   Teachers should be responsible for involv-
ing a guidance counselor or other professional 
who can determine if the issue goes beyond 
academics.  It can then be decided how to 
handle the problem, whether the student 
needs extra time, a different place to test, or 
an entirely new form of assessment.
   It is crucial that schools improve their ef-
forts to provide assistance to students dealing 
with test anxiety, so that they do not continue 
to study in vain or to suffer in silence.

The Anxiety Epidemic
Staff Editorial

   Tucked behind a wall of 
glass with a welcoming ban-
ner above its door, a new res-
taurant and bar has opened 
on Old Woodward that caters 
to a new Birmingham. The 
Bird and the Bread, whose 
name derives from owner 
Kristin Jonna’s nicknames 
for her two children, offers 
a selection of classic foods 

with unique twists and craft 
cocktails for adults in a warm, 
sociable environment. 
   Kristin Jonna helped open 
the restaurant with her father 
John Jonna, who has more 
than 50 years of retail experi-

ence, and the care shows. The 
building is decorated with 
industrial metal, wood finish-
ing, glazed tiles, and quirky 
cookbooks from the family’s 
own home. 
   While The Bird and The 
Bread may come across as a 
typical Birmingham haunt, 
it’s far from it. The fun food 
and energetic staff lend a hu-
morous and casual tone that 
truly shines, especially when 
enjoyed with the flavorful and 
interesting menu at hand. 

   Lovers of pizza may forgo 
their usual tomato sauce and 
mozzarella creations for the 
meat and potatoes pizza, 
which is topped with sweet 
potato puree, parmesan, red 
onion, and braised short rib. 

Paige Korner
Staff Writer
pkorner.shshighlander@gmail.com

Bird in the B-ham

Photo By Paige Korner
The cocktail bar at The Bird and the Bread. Patrons of all 
ages can sit down and enjoy a drink, alcoholic or not, at this 
restaurant.

It challenges the palate and 
claims victory over it. The 
crispy, salty bite of onions and 
meat is subdued by the soft-
ness of the potato. 
   Meanwhile, seafood fans 
will rave over their lemon 
and shallot mussels, flavored 
with a bit of Pinot Grigio, 
which were abundant in their 
proportion and every bit as 
soft, moist, and delicately 
flavored as expected. They’re 
best when enjoyed with a side 
of the restaurant’s delicious 
truffle fries.
    The Bird and the Bread 
aims to strike it big with all 
sorts of crowds. It boasts 
numerous craft beers and 
cocktails for adults, includ-
ing a special room built like 
a barrel perfect for sampling 
wine in. However, it also has 
a pizza bar and a cozy seat-
ing for families toting kids 
and teens of all ages. It’s no 
surprise either – the Jonna 
family put intricate detail into 
their newest culinary creation. 
It shows from their inventive 
chef, special European juicer 
for their cocktails, and gor-
geous bread and bird artwork 
adorning the walls.
    The Bird and The Bread is a 
success amongst its Birming-
ham competition because it 
ditches the stifling feeling of 
high society and “adults only” 
atmosphere. It’s easily one of 
the few restaurants where a 
parent could feel comfortable 
grabbing drinks with friends 
or bringing their kids out for 
a varied menu with moderate, 
reasonable pricing. Seaholm 
students should consider 
stopping by with friends on 
a week night to bask in the 
warm hospitality and sample 
the delicious food – there’s 
always something new to try 
and fall in love with at The 
Bird and the Bread.

A Hitch 
in it: 
Out 
with 
Tests, 
In with 
Projects
   Long nights of studying, 
last minute memorization, 

and endless 
anxiety. 
   All of these 
factors go into 
the stress of 
testing. 
   But, what’s 
the point? 

   After twelve years in Bir-
mingham Public Schools, it 
has become clear to me that 
the focus of class is mainly 
test preparation. 
   While many teachers like 
to add a life lesson every now 
and then, strict testing “goals” 
or “benchmarks” leave little 
time for more comprehensive 
assessments. 
   Going forward, projects 
should become more of a 
central focus in all academic 
classes.
   The content of tests is usu-
ally mastered by memoriza-
tion. 
   Since most of this memo-
rization is done a day or two 

before the test, its usually 
extremely short term. 
   Students lose all that infor-
mation that they stayed up all 
night studying within the next 
day, or even next hour. 
   As a result, students walk 
away from classes with a 
small amount of useful infor-
mation and few real life skills.
   Most tests are high stress 
and high stakes. If you don’t 
find the time to study (memo-
rize) in the one or two days 
before the test, your grade 
will dramatically suffer. 
   As a contrast, projects 
provide students an extended 
period of time to demonstrate 
multiple skills. 
   Skill application, research, 
public speaking, and time 
management are all practiced 
over the course of a successful 
project and even though the 
students may not remember 
every single fact from their 
textbook, they will have a 
quality project to take away 
from the class. 
   A project-formatted evalu-
ation will also allow students 
with testing anxiety to escape 
the pressure of a testing envi-
ronment. 
   This could result in students 
who normally dread school 
due the countless tests and 
high pressure environment 
to get excited about working 
on a project where they have 
adequate time to show off 
their skills.
   As we move further and 
further in to the twenty-first 
century, we should look at 
more methods to incorpo-
rate project-based learning, 
to reach a wider range of 
students. 

Strict testing 
“goals” or 

“benchmarks” 
leave little 

time for more 
comprehensive 

assessments. 
Going forward, 
projects should 

become more of a 
central focus in all 
academic classes.

Esther Seawell
News Editor 
eseawell.shshighlander@gmail.com

   I’d like 
to start 
this off 
by say-
ing, that 
I enjoyed 
my 
class at 
Groves. 
I just 

would have genuinely enjoyed 
it more if I didn’t have to take 
the bus to Groves every day 
for a whole trimester.
   Is it really more cost effec-
tive to ship over 40 students 
a mile down the road, seven 
times a day with two buses 
going every hour? I person-
ally don’t know. But what I do 
know is that I don’t like leav-
ing class 5 minutes early, I 
don’t like driving down a road 
with potholes, I don’t like be-
ing crowded with sometimes 
three people to a seat, and I 
don’t like not being able to 
stay after class to talk to my 
teachers because I have to 
leave early.
   Are these the biggest prob-
lems I’ve encountered? No. 
But they really irritate me 
(much like most of you do).
   First off, the leaving early 
thing bothers for many rea-
sons. When I took the bus, I 
didn’t just have to leave class, 
I had stop at my locker to get 
my coat and books for my new 
class. Why didn’t you just do 
it before that, well glad you 
asked and it’s because I didn’t 
want my backpack to weigh 
as much as three bricks. And 
that takes more than five min-
utes so I left class even earlier 
than 5 minutes before, which 
led to me not getting the math 
or not getting the homework 
written down.
   The road is another story. 
Tell me a state with more pot-
holes than dear ole Michigan 
and I’ll pay you. The bus is 
big, clunky, heavy, and full 
of annoying 14-18 year olds. 
It cannot swerve to avoid 
the potholes like I could do 
in my car. So let’s make my 

stomach, head, and back hurt 
during school, which will cer-
tainly make me more pleasant 
and eager to learn.
   I think that a good option 
for students, who are able 
to, would be to drive their 
own cars. While it doesn’t cut 
down on the amount of buses 
traveling back and forth be-
tween the two high schools, it 
does cut down on the amount 
of people on the buses. Ad-
vantages include having only 
one or two people per seat, if 
all the upperclassmen with 
cars could drive themselves. 
Another perk of driving your-
self would be if you missed 
the bus. That way you’d only 
be a few minutes late instead 
of missing the whole class and 
sitting in the library. 

   My solution to this would 
be having parking passes 
that upperclassman could 
get before the start off the 
trimester. The passes would 
be for Seaholm and Groves so 
that you could park in both 
lots and the attendants would 
know that you were supposed 
to be there. And then return 
them to the school at the end 
of the trimester.
   Some might say that there 
wouldn’t be enough room in 
the parking lot to accommo-
date, but if the same number 
of people were leaving as were 
coming wouldn’t it all even 
out? And even if they had to 
park in non-spots... well it’s 
not like Seaholm kids haven’t 

done it before.

Is it really more 
cost effective 

to ship over 40 
students a mile 
down the road, 

seven times a day 
with two buses 

going every hour?

Riding the 
Struggle Bus 

Kendall Hitch
Editor-in-Chief
khitch.shshighlander@gmail.com
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Luke Sperling
Staff Writer
lsperling.shshighlander@gmail.com

   Humans are very social creatures (even 
neckbeards) and game companies know this. 
Being able to play video games with friends is 
a huge selling point for many games. This is 
why the ever-important multi player mode is 
in pretty much every successful game on the 

market.
   Let’s get one thing 
straight right now. The 
reason multi player is fun 
is not because it is more 
cleverly designed or bet-
ter; it’s because playing 
with humans is more fun 
than playing against an 

emotionless block of code.
   Solitaire is less fun than playing poker with 
friends. Just like how whippersnappers are 
always playing jump rope with each other in-
stead of skipping it alone. It’s a social aspect.
   We’re not stinking tarantulas that live alone 
all their life. We interact with others. It’s hu-
man nature.
   Equally important is the fact that playing 
with other people increases variability in a 
game. When you play a game for a while you 
can more or less predict how the A.I. will 
behave. If you’re playing online, however, you 
can never be certain who will do what. Will 
Billy123 play aggressively or will he be a cow-
ard? How would user CutiePieObama react to 
you threatening him (her?) with a plasma gre-
nade? I don’t know! And that’s the beauty of 
it. You can never know, so it provides a unique 
experience every time.
   TagPro is an online, simple version of 
Capture the Flag that can be played by any-
one around the world. It is very addictive and 
engaging because it’s a new experience every 
time. Seriously, this game has the danger-
ous qualities of a worm hole. You might start 
playing on Tuesday and log off Saturday 
afternoon. When you play, you face off with 
different people each time you start a game. 
Similarly, you can play a match of Call of Duty 
everyday for years and never come across the 
same player twice.
   The benefits of more-than-one-player mode 
are not limited to online. I bought Mario 
Kart 7 at launch in 2011 with one of my best 
friends. We played against one another a lot-
like, everyday. I whomped him mercilessly. 
But he began to learn. He slowly became bet-
ter and better. More shortcuts were added to 
his arsenal. Before I knew it, he was beating 
me left and right. The simple fact is humans 
adapt. It never gets old to play with other 
people.
    Replay value is increased with multi player. 

There is a catch, however. Bad multi player 
does nothing for a game. If it isn’t fun, people 
won’t be motivated to play it. No one cares 
that Super Mario Galaxy 2 has a cooperative 
mode because its multi player mode is lazy 
and boring.
   But then, if a company hits all the right 
chords in the multi player experience, the 
result will lead to years of game play. I’m still 
not bored of Super Smash Bros. Brawl and 
that came out six years ago. I still find excite-
ment in going back to it and playing against 
my friends. It’s because effort and time, along 
with a cool idea, blended together to allow 
people to bond and spend time as a group.
   Honestly, however, not every game needs 
multi player. Some aren’t well suited to it. 
Many RPG’s aren’t fitted for a full-fledged 
two-player mode. That’s cool. I get it. But 
other games have no excuse and deserve a 
simultaneous experience.
 If game companies listen to Luke, 
they will put a heavy focus on multi player 
in their games. Now I’m gonna go play some 
more TagPro.

Listen to 
Luke:  
More Players
More Fun

“The reason multiplayer 
is fun is not because it is 

more cleverly designed or 
better; it’s because playing 
with humans is more fun 

than playing with an 
emotionless block of code.”

 
   In the state of Michigan, if 
you’re sixteen or older, you 
are not required by law to 
wear a seat belt in the back-
seat of a car.
  This law is very outdated, 
dangerous, and needs to be 
changed as soon as possible.
   Despite efforts to increase 
awareness through market-
ing to teens, the NHSTA has 
discovered that these efforts 
have had minimal effect. I 
have seen Seaholm students 
refrain from wearing seat 
belts in cars. Students mainly 
do this when they are with 
other friends that are driving, 
and this is especially dan-
gerous because high school 
drivers are more apt to be in 
an accident. Students make 
this mistake in hopes of being 
cool, and impressing their 
friends.
   This law is very outdated. 
Back when cars first came 
about, there weren’t seat belts 
at all, but the cars weren’t 
very powerful. People can 
argue that with new features 
like traction control or air 
bags, that even without seat 
belts cars are safer today than 
they were in the past. This is 
true, but with bigger and ad-
vanced vehicles comes bigger 

   Whatever happened to the good old days 
where the gym was a great place for a guy or 
a girl to simply work out or break a sweat? 
Imagine a society without bros and roidheads 
taking up mirror space and talking about all 
of the water weight they excitedly plan to gain 
from their creatine supplements they take 
religiously with lunch and dinner. Seemingly 
flawless isn’t it? 
   Unfortunately enough, I’m here to tell you 
that our perfect little society is a far and unat-
tainable ideal distanced by something and 
someone that has undoubtedly plagued our 
gyms with an awful stink. What is this stink? 
One reader might ask. No, it’s not soiled gym 
trousers in Davy Jones’ locker—but a putrid 
stench of arrogance. 
   It seems the days where I find myself undis-
turbed by frat stars meticulously checking out 
their abs, biceps and thighs in the gym mir-
rors have grown farther and farther apart and 
it feels as though I am being sucked into one 
awful abyss of “bro”. 
   Now I’m not one to criticize the way people 
work out, for everyone has their own in-
dividual regiment, however the concept of 
standing around for forty-five minutes and 
then benching two hundred and fifty pounds 
three or four times has never quite rang a bell 
in my mind. Why not try something more low 
weight and high intensity to better improve 
your form and mellow your attitude? 
   If you’re going to stand around and give 
everyone else in the gym dirty looks for be-
ing within a five foot radius of you, then you 
should probably leave before your creatine 
water pops a hole in your pectorals from the 
stress of flexing all day. 
   My advice as is follows; stop trying to be 
tough. Bragging about how much weight you 
can lift might work on your application to 
“College Hunks Moving Junk”, but it’s cer-
tainly not going to get you the deep-seated 
love and attention you never got from you 
harsh childhood. We can all be friends here, 
and we can all use the gym, that we also pay 
for, together—so try to make it at least a little 
fair for everybody else.

Adam Klepp
Staff Writer
aklepp.shshighlander@gmail.
com

Safety Comes First 
threats, and if a big SUV hits 
a smaller car and the pas-
sengers inside aren’t wearing 
seatbelts, there is a very good 
chance they won’t survive.
   The law is dangerous. The 
amount of lives a simple seat 

wearing seat belts, maybe we 
would have those fifteen thou-
sand people back in our lives. 
Fifteen thousand funerals 
not needed fifteen thousand 
families’ not grieving, seat 
belts are such a simple thing 

to use and greatly increase 
your chances of not sustaining 
serious injuries or death in a 
car accident.  
   There is no reason why 
someone should get in a car 
and make the decision to not 
wear a seat belt.
   The difference between 
wearing a seat belt and not 
wearing one is the difference 
between life and death, so 
why risk it.

belt has saved is amazing. 
Seat belts save about eleven 
thousand lives a year, around 
thirty people each and every 
day. 
   People have opinions about 
seat belts, but numbers don’t 
lie. 
   According to an investiga-
tion by the CDC, fifteen thou-
sand people die a year from 
not being restrained during 
an auto accident. If they were 

Working Out
Niko Bokos
Staff Writer
nbokos.shshighlander@gmail.com

   “Ohana means family and family means 
no one gets left behind.” These simple words 
from Lilo and Stitch have lived on for years 
and hopefully have meaning in our individual 
lives. 
   It is never easy to be the “new kid on the 
block” but to be new in a school that claims to 
be a “family” and not act so is far from excit-
ing. Moving 21 hours away from my home to 
a new land, I was told I would make friends as 
easily as I would get A’s. 
   None of these were true.
   Foreign exchange student from Germany, 
Johanna Vorrath, revealed the stress involved 
in making friends at Seaholm. 
   “No. Nooooo it was terrible because every-
one is so close together and see meeting new 
people as scary,” Vorrath said. “I still don’t 
feel a part of the family because no one sees 
me as a part of this, just a mere exchange 
student soon to leave.”
   Assistant principal, Ali Hamka, viewed this 

Maame Boatemaa
Staff Writer
mboatemaa.shshighlander@gmail.com

differently. He confessed that his bubbly 
personality and the effort he puts in to know 
people helped him as a newbie with a different 
culture from most. 
Hamka believes 
that his Arabic/ 
Muslim background 
does not get in the 
way of his judg-
ment and actions 
towards co-workers 
and student with 
reason that when it 
all comes down to 
it, we are all a part 
of the human race 
and are therefore 
family. 
   Senior Daisha 
Martin claimed 
“One Maple” is a 
good concept in bringing together students 
of all walks of life especially during Collin 
Trask’s memorial and also during sporting 
activities but outside of that, people really do 
not try to live unity.

   As Maples, it is our duty to succeed not only 
academically but also in every social aspect 
including working to provide others with a 

comfortable living space. 
   Look up from your phone 
from time to time and 
smile at a brother or sister 
next to you. 
   “One Maple” is a name 
that must be earned. 
According to Mr. Carlton, 
we have come a long way 
since his days in this school 
which were supposedly 
more hostile than we can 
comprehend.
   More can be done how-
ever to ensure that the 
“high school experience” 
is one that will be recalled 
with fondness in the heart 

of every single member of our family be they 
ASD students, teachers, janitors, principals or 

exchange students.   

One Maple Family?

The Pothole Problem
Olivia Neilson
Staff Writer
oneilson.shshighlande@gmail.com
Let’s face it; driving can be 
one of the most frustrating 
activities around. Surely at 
certain parts of the day, and 
especially at certain parts of 
the year, when seasons brand 
themselves with titles such as 
the Michigan Winter Vortex. 
  I’m not just referring to 
annoyances like having to ma-
neuver around city grid locks, 
driving through blizzards and 
the less-than-strategic driving 
of others, but specifically the 
series of craters one’s vehicle 
must endure that rivals the 
surface of the moon. 
             While some degree of 
street erosion is inevitable 
during the winter season, the 
potholes and ice damage of 
2014 are a force to be reck-
oned with. 
These hazardous streets are, 
at best, unpleasant to look at, 
and at worst, a great hazard to 
anyone behind the wheel. Un-
even roads and ones speckled 
with potholes can be a root of 
great peril, not to mention the 
hefty bill for car damage. 

Seaholm mother Peggy 
Gronewold experienced a real 
scare when her daughter’s car 
flipped over on Maple road 
this winter because of uneven 
roads.  
“I felt pure panic as I recog-
nized her car and then saw 
people pulling her out of the 
vehicle,” Gronewold said. 
“Once I knew she was safe, I 
was incredibly grateful that 
the car protected her and that 
she (or another driver) was 
not injured.”
Unfortunately, the mutilation 
of vehicles has only worsened 
this year due to the 
Staggering rate of construc-
tion taking place in and 
around Birmingham. 
Birmingham’s agenda for 
2013 covered the resurfacing 
of many roads throughout the 
city, sewer replacements and 
an overwhelming amount of 
residential building. The city 
plans to carry over abandoned 
and otherwise lingering proj-
ects to 2014, while striking up 
several new ones, including 
the reconstruction of Oxford 
St. and Kennesaw, the re-
placement of sewer and water 

lines on North Eton Street, 
the resurfacing of neighbor-
hood streets and building of 
new structures. 
Such booming construction 
speaks of a good economy as 
well as a hazardous map to 
navigate, and terrible road 
conditions surely aren’t help-
ing. 
Construction crews in the 
East Maple Gardens subdi-
vision walked away from a 
sewer replacement gig back in 
November, leaving the project 
to linger and worsen in the in-
clement weather, being coated 
with ice and embedded with 
dangerous potholes. 
“I am speculating that there 
was black ice underneath the 
patch of snow that my daugh-
ter hit,” Gronewold said. “The 
city needs to do the best job 
that they can possibly do to 
quickly clear and salt the 
roads.”
Poor street conditions aren’t 
specific to one location, but a 
universal problem this winter, 
calling for immediate action 
by the city to mend the roads 
before they cause any more 
accidents.

                                 

Man on the Street:
What are you looking forward to this spring break?

“The weather.”

-Freshman Kelsey Loeffler 

“Leaving and going on vacation.”
 

-Junior Nyjae Jones  

“I am looking forward to it hope-
fully getting warmer in Michigan.”

-Sophomore Peter Peterson 

“Babes.”

-Senior Andrew  Wandyez
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 The conventional teen jobs 
at Dairy Mat, Greek Isles, and 
life guarding are more main-
stream then what some of 
Seaholm’s own teachers had 
as jobs growing up. 
   From farm hands to bar 
tenders in the heart of France, 
Seaholm’s teachers have done 
it all.
   Seaholm teacher Mitchell 
Nobis worked on his family 
farm all the way through his 
life. 
   “I was born into it,” Nobis 
said “I started at fourteen and 
worked all the way through 
college, every weekend vaca-
tion, summer break, spring 
break, ya know, every chance 
I could basically. Then even as 
a younger teacher in my early 
20s and 30s I would still work 
there during my summer 
break.”
   Nobis had an array of tasks 
to do on the farm.  While 
some of the tasks might not 
have been as pleasant as oth-
ers, Nobis came to love his 
job.
   “Starting out you get the 
really lousy jobs,” Nobis said 
“My job was just ‘hey Mitch 
that needs to be cleaned out.’ 
So I got a shovel and cleaned 
out an actual hole full of… 
poop.”
   On some of the nicer days 
though it’s easy to see how 
working on a farm could be 
great. 
   “I loved it.  It was a great 
job… being outside working 
with animals,” Nobis said.
   Marisa Whitbey also started 
working on a farm when she 
was 13 or 14 years old.  Then 
when she turned 15 she got 
into teaching horseback rid-
ing.
   “The horseback riding les-
sons I still teach,” Whitbey 
said
   Instead of a more conven-
tional job Whitbey chose 

Meghan Flynn
Student Life editor
Mflynn.shshighlander@gmail.com

something she was passionate 
about.
   “Because it was something I 
was passionate about, some-
thing I enjoyed doing, it never 
seemed as much of work,” 
Whitbey said.
   “Totally normal to me 
but someone used to wear-
ing Lululemons all day long 
probably thinks getting any 
amount of poop on them is 
horrifying,” Nobis said.
   Brian Priebe had an array of 
different athletic jobs growing 
up. He instructed people how 
to windsurf, sail and canoe.  
Priebe continued this career 
path onto teaching Physical 
Education now. 

Photo by McKenna Ross
Many Seaholm teachers started off at which ever job that was common in the family. Also, 
some teachers followed their childhood passions when first starting to work.

   We’ve all heard it before: 
Michael Jordan never made 
his high school basketball 
team. It’s a pep talk made 
for late bloomers and sports 
try-outs’ rejects. What people 
don’t often think of though, is 
the fact that it may not have 
been his (or your) fault.
   “Tryouts are unfair because 
you can get nervous and not 
perform your best,” freshman 
Amelie Cekauskas said. It’s a 
matter of chance with tryouts, 
whether or not Tuesdays 
seem to be your lucky day has 
a lot to do with your chance of 
being on the team.
   The system of high school 
tryouts is a grueling pro-
cess. Coaches take out a 
likely three-day period to 
subject you to tough drills 
and intense workouts. They 
try to make it seem fair by 
switching groups watching 
individual people. And what 
may seem like slapdash team 
assignments are actually well 
thought out plans. 
   First, there are the upper-
classman and varsity athletes 
with whom the coaches are 
very well acquainted with and 
almost guaranteed a spot on 
the team. This is understand-
able, as they are loyal mem-
bers of the team and have 
earned their respect through 
their hard work and talent. 
   Next, however, things get a 
little uglier. Ranking number 
two in importance are the 
well-connected players. The 
reasons vary: they have pushy 
parents who “casually” invit-
ed the coach over for dinner 
and became best friends. Or, 
the athletes themselves have 
a sudden fascination with the 
coach’s lovely personality and 
‘Oh, I’ll baby sit your children 
and take care of the clean-up!’ 
Or, it’s as simple as a well-
loved older sibling that influ-
enced the coach’s opinion.
   Whatever it may be, there is 
the odd man out: the play-
ers who came to show off 
their skill without the extra 
charismatic baggage. No over 

bearing parents, no suck-up 
personality, and no older sib-
ling to sway judgment.
   “Tryouts were really crowd-
ed,” says sophomore Kayla 
Lang on tryouts for softball, 
“It was hard for me to under-
stand how the coaches could 
see our true potential.”
   Sure, once in a while the 
coaches will recognize an 
undeniably talented athlete 
without the usual benefits, 
but the fact of the matter is 
that good connections and 
standout personalities are 
an accidental factor in the 
procedure.  
   In addition to this personal-
ity prejudice, physical ap-
pearance could also have an 
impact in a player’s chances. 
This narrows out any athletic 
person who doesn’t look built 
for the job—which doesn’t 
always account for a lesser 
player. 
   “Coaches can judge by how 
they look. If they’re too small 
the coach may think they 
aren’t as good automatically,” 
sophomore Adam Klepp said. 
   It’s hard to maneuver this 
tricky predicament. There 
is only a certain time span 
you have, and you can’t have 
individual tryouts if 50 or so 

Tess Collins
Guest writer
Tcollins.shshighlander@gmail.com

Trouble with Tryouts

“It was hard 
for me to 

understand how 
the coaches 

could see our 
true potential.”

- Kayla Lang

athletes are trying out.
   “I think they’re fair because 
that’s the only way to access 
your players,” freshman Caro-
line Claar said, “but at the 
same time you may just have 
a bad day.”

Located in Royal Oak, The 
Creative Art studio offers a 
wide variety of art projects for 
you and your friends to try. 
Some of the projects offered 
at Creative Art Studio has are 
wax hands, beading, wheel 
throwing, paint and bowl 
painting, and mosaics. You 
pay eight dollars up front, 
then pay the price of what it is 
you choose to do. For ex-
ample, if you wish to paint a 
plate, a small plate might cost 
ten dollars, but a bigger one 
may cost fifteen.
   “Walk-ins are welcome at 
Creative Art Studio” employee 
Dale says,  which helps out a 
high school students always 
busy and changing schedules. 
Creative Art Studio is open 
from 11 to 9 on weekdays, 11 
to 10 on Fridays, and 12 to 7 
on Sundays. Students should 
not go to creative art studio 
on Saturday nights, because it 
is adult only from 6 to when 
they close.
   Even though it is more pop-
ular for students to walk-in, 
a more ambitious artist may 
want to try a class offered 
for teens. One of the popular 
classes is wheel-throwing, 
taught by Ricky. The cost is 
one hundred and fifty dol-
lars for a six week class. “This 
class is popular for teens, and 
if you sign up with friends, 
you can get a five percent 
discount” Ricky says.
   The Creative Art Studio not 
only offers fun projects, but it 
has candy and drinks avail-
able for purchase, and plenty 
of tables and chairs to sit at 
with your friends. You could 
walk in to the studio, pick one 
of the wide variety of plates or 
bowls off the wall, buy a drink 
or candy, and paint away as 
you talk to your friends.  Cre-
ative Art Studio offers a nice 
change of pace for your friend 
group. Instead of sitting in 

Getting Creative
Adam Klepp
Staff Writer
Aklepp.shshighlander@gmail.com

someone’s basement, while 
everyone is on their phone 
and not talking, you can try a 
creative, non-screen experi-
ence instead.
   You don’t always have to go 
to the Creative Art Studio with 
your friends, it can be a solo 
experience as well. Seaholm 
student Shahanna Sarkisian 
visits the Creative Art Studio 
with her friends, but by herself 
as well. She states that “it of-
fers me a get away from the 
world, whether it was a rough 
day at school, or a social issue, 
I can come here and decom-
press” Sarkisian states. 
   The Creative Art Studio can 
lead to a new hobby, as it did 
for frequent customer Tonya. 
Tonya’s friends brought her 
along one time, and now 
Tonya can’t stay away. “What I 
thought was a bad idea by my 
friends turned into a great new 
hobby for me” Tonya says. Her 
new found love for art shows 
that you never know if you’ll 
like something unless you try 
it. 
    The Creative Art Studio may 
not be the first place you think 
of to hang out with friends, 
but if you’re looking for some-
thing new besides the usual 
dinner and a movie, give Dale 
and Ricky a try at The Creative 
Art Studio in downtown Royal 
Oak.
   Located in Royal Oak, The 
Creative Art studio offers a 
wide variety  of art projects 
for you and your friends to 
try. Some of the projects of-
fered at Creative Art Studio 
has are wax hands, beading, 
wheel throwing, paint and 
bowl painting, and mosaics. 
You pay eight dollars up front, 
then pay the price of what it is 
you choose to do. For example, 
if you wish to paint a plate, a 
small plate might cost ten dol-
lars, but a bigger one may cost 
fifteen.
   “Walk-ins are welcome at 
Creative Art Studio” employee 
Dale says, which helps out a 
high school students always 
busy and changing schedules. 

Photo By Adam Klepp
In the heart of Royal oak, The creative Arts studio lies for a 
fun night out. 

Teachers’ Oddball Jobs

Creative Art Studio is open 
from 11 to 9 on weekdays, 11 
to 10 on Fridays, and 12 to 7 
on Sundays. Students should 
not go to creative art studio 
on Saturday nights, because it 
is adult only from 6 to when 
they close.
   Even though it is more pop-
ular for students to walk-in, 
a more ambitious artist may 
want to try a class offered 
for teens. One of the popular 
classes is wheel-throwing, 
taught by Ricky. The cost is 
one hundred and fifty dol-
lars for a six week class. “This 
class is popular for teens, and 
if you sign up with friends, 
you can get a five percent 
discount” Ricky says.
   The Creative Art Studio 
not only offers fun projects, 
but it has candy and drinks 
available for purchase, and 
plenty of tables and chairs to 
sit at with your friends. You 
could walk in to the studio, 
pick one of the wide variety 
of plates or bowls off the wall, 
buy a drink or candy, and 
paint away as you talk to your 
friends.  Creative Art Studio 
offers a nice change of pace 
for your friend group. Instead 
of sitting in someone’s base-
ment, while everyone is on 
their phone and not talking, 
you can try a creative, non-

screen experience instead.
   You don’t always have to 
go to the Creative Art Studio 
with your friends, it can be 
a solo experience as well. 
Seaholm student Shahanna 
Sarkisian visits the Creative 
Art Studio with her friends, 
but by herself as well. She 
states that “it offers me a 
get away from the world, 
whether it was a rough day 
at school, or a social issue, I 
can come here and decom-
press” Sarkisian states. 
   The Creative Art Studio 
can lead to a new hobby, as 
it did for frequent customer 
Tonya. Tonya’s friends 
brought her along one time, 
and now Tonya can’t stay 
away. “What I thought was 
a bad idea by my friends 
turned into a great new 
hobby for me” Tonya says. 
Her new found love for art 
shows that you never know if 
you’ll like something unless 
you try it.
   The Creative Art Studio 
may not be the first place 
you think of to hang out with 
friends, but if you’re looking 
for something new besides 
the usual dinner and a mov-
ie, give Dale and Ricky a try 
at The Creative Art Studio in 
downtown Royal Oak.

   Patricia Rusek spent her 
first few years working an 
array of oddball jobs
   Rusek’s first unique job 
was at the Macomb County 
Jail as a secretary.  
   “I had to walk by prisoners 
in their cells every day,” said 
Rusek
   Rusek then worked at DTE 
patrolling the grounds, and 
making sure people didn’t 
use the trees as their own 
personal rest room.
   The next summer Rusek 
worked at UPS and endured 
up to 120-degree heat inside 
of the fiberglass building she 
worked in.  
   Karen Marx worked on 

   Humbled by their privileged 
upbringings in combination 
with their deep desire to help 
the less fortunate was what 
inspired Seaholm juniors 
Emily Abbott and Rachel 
Wilson to start their new 
club, Donate 2 Detroit.  As 
the name states, the club was 
designed to provide Seaholm 
students with the opportunity 
to reach out to schools in the 
city of Detroit. 
   “The purpose is to pro-
vide resources to people in 
need who live in downtown 
Detroit,” Abbott said. “The 
whole point is to give back to 
our community and use the 
affluence of Seaholm to help 
those who are less fortunate.”
   Abbott, who often spends 
summers at the Detroit Golf 
Club, admitted her inspira-
tion for the club was a combi-
nation of the tarnished homes 
she saw on her drives and an 
experience of getting lost in 
Detroit.
   “Every day of the summer I 
would pass homes and people 
who needed help,” Abbott 
said. “Then one day, I drove 
to Belle Isle for the Motor 
City Mile, and got lost on the 
way home. As I drove through 
the streets, I was shocked 
by what I saw. Abandoned 
houses, homeless children, 
and poverty awaited on every 
corner. When I made it home, 
I resolved to do everything I 
could to make a difference. 
This club was my way to give 

back.”
   Wilson had a similar desire 
to help others, which prompted 
her and Abbott to join up and 
begin making a difference in 
the Metro-Detroit area.  
   “We wanted to help others 
who are less fortunate than 
us,” Wilson said.
   The club is relatively new to 
Seaholm, yet the Abbott-Wil-
son duo has big plans for the 
club’s future.
   “So far, we have had a couple 
fund-raisers to raise money for 
donations to a Detroit public 
elementary school,” Abbott 
said.  “We hope to provide 
books, school supplies, and 
tutoring.”
   They have also collected 
clothing for Goodwill, but 
plans for a larger clothing do-
nation are in the works.
  “We are currently trying to 
partner up with an elementary 
school in Detroit as we are also 
about to do a clothing drive,” 
Wilson said.  “As our target 
community begins to no longer 
need the thick winter layers, we 
plan on doing a spring clothing 
drive.” 
   Current members of the new 
club are looking forward to the 
club’s future.
   “The club is a lot of fun and I 
really enjoy being a part of it.  
Everyone is really nice and I 
am glad I joined the club,” ju-
nior member Sam Coury said.  
   According to Abbott the club 
has approximately 20 mem-
bers as of now, but is looking to 
expand.  If you are interested 
in joining Donate 2 Detroit, 
contact copresident Abbott at 
(248) 887-4794.  

Caroline Filips
Managing editor
CFilips.shshighlander@gmail.com

a tobacco farm in a small 
town in southern France. She 
harvested tobacco for three 
months, and then another 
worker happened to own the 
discotheque in town, and 
asked her to bar tend on the 
weekends.
   “I was working on French, 
understanding the culture, 
and it was fun being on the 
discotheque on the week-
ends,” said Marx.
   Seaholm’s teachers have 
had their fair share of nitty-
gritty jobs.  So when apply-
ing for this summers jobs 
think outside the box, and try 
something new.
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Man on the Street:
What would you do if you won one billion dollars?

“I would travel the world 
by yacht.”  

-Sophomore Jackson 
McIlhenny 

“I would drop out of 
school.”  

-Sophomore Charlie 
Brown  

“I would stand on top of 
the school and make it 
rain!”  

-Teacher Shannon 
Feliciano 

“I would put my money in 
my bank account.”  

-Sophomore Joe Wujciak

   Those that filled out a 
bracket for the NCAA Men’s 
College Basketball Champion-
ship this year are in complete 
disappointment. 
   Warren Buffett, an ex-
tremely successful investor, 
who was ranked to be the 
wealthiest man in the world 
by Forbes in 2008, issued a 
challenge to the world. For 
whoever could score a perfect 
bracket would be awarded 
one billion dollars from the 
billionaire himself. Even if the 
participant made it perfectly 

through their sweet sixteen, 
they would be offered the 
chance to be bought out with 
one hundred million dollars, 
instead of risking the rest for 
the billion. 
   All that is required is to fill 
out a perfect NCAA Men’s 
Basketball bracket, and 
submit it online. The odds of 
beating the challenge are one 
in nine point two quintillion. 
   The odds were steep and 
brackets were submitted, it 
was time for the madness to 
begin. In the first game of the 
tournament, No. 11 Dayton 
beat No. 6 Ohio State. Ohio 
State’s loss eliminated 80% of 
all brackets entered accord-
ing to ESPN. The next day, 
No. 14 Mercer pulled off and 

upset for the ages, beating the 
great three seeded Duke Blue 
Devils. After the game only 
one bracket was left perfect 
according to a press release by 
Quicken Loans Friday eve-
ning. 
   The last perfect bracket 
filled out was blemished Sat-
urday evening, when bracket 
busting Dayton beat Syracuse 
55-53, according to the Huff-
ington Post. 
   Many Seaholm staff mem-
bers and students alike tried, 
but ultimately failed to pick 
a perfect bracket to win a 
billion dollars. Although, one 
question remained in the 
mind of those who entered; 
what would I have done if I 
won a billion dollars?

Connor Ryan
Staff Writer
cryan.shshighlander@gmail.com

Adam Klepp
Staff Writer
aklepp.shshighlander@gmail.com

If I Had One Billion Dollars

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
sponsored, content and production is student 
directed and not subject to prior review. Our aim is 
to provide an accurate report and a free exchange of 
viewpoints in relation to interests and concerns that 
affect the Seaholm High School community.
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Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
viewpoint of the majority of the staff. Students are 
free to express opinions and guest editorials are 
welcomed. All such editorials and other features will 
be attributed to their authors.
Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes 
all opposing viewpoints and encourages feedback 
from the Seaholm community. We request all letters 
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in person to room G107 or mailed to the following 
address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all letters for 
the sake of brevity. All letters must be attributed by 
name to be considered for publication. The final 
decision of whether the material is to be published 
will be left up to the editorial board.
Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may accept 
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is within purview of the publication staff, which 
may accept any ads except those for products 
or services that are illegal for all students. Ads 
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solicit ads from all sides.
Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
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Objectively, without bias, with an acute attention to 
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clarification in the following issue. If we have erred, 
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   “#ForTheRing.” 
   Two years ago this hash tag 
exploded Seaholm and Groves 
students twitter timelines 
from the State Champion 
Birmingham Unified girl’s 
lacrosse players expressing 
their excitement of pursu-
ing and winning the Division 
1 state championship over 
Hartland High School. 
   With hopes of becoming 
back to back State Champi-
ons, the girls set out on their 
quest to another State title 
last year. However, the results 
of last year’s team did not go 
as planned. The girls strug-
gled throughout the season 
finishing with a 9-9-1 record 
on the season, and suffered a 
first round playoff loss to rival 
Bloomfield 10-11.
   It’s a new season now, and 
with the pain of last year’s 
struggles still burning in the 
hearts of the girls, they are 
determined to win another 
State Championship. So why 
is this year’s team so different 
from last year’s? 
   “We have more team chem-
istry this year from all of our 
off season training,” senior 
midfielder Jillian Fischer said. 
“And lots of young talent that 

Return of the Ring?
will contribute to the team.” 
   In fact the leadership of this 
team is so strong that head 
coach Jen Dunbar has not 
even decided if she is going 
to name captains this year, 
because there are so many 
great leaders on this team 
that choosing just two to be 

the captains would be too 
difficult. This wouldn’t be the 
first year that Coach Dunbar 
hasn’t named captains for the 
team due to strong leadership. 
   “Every year but one the 
team hasn’t had captains,” 
senior midfielder Hannah 
Schuele said. “We’ve won 
states”. 
   The team faces a tough 
schedule this year, having 

opened up their season with 
a tough loss last Monday to 
Caledonia 13-9. They also 
will come across last year’s 
Division 1 State Champions 
Rockford, and cross town ri-
vals Bloomfield Hills Marian, 
all within the first four games 
of the season.
   While the team may find 
themselves against some very 
difficult opponents through-
out the season, they have 
experience on their side, 
with the team returning eight 
starters, and are backed by a 
strong defense from returning 
starter seniors Camille Yuhn, 
Elizabeth Quigley, and Junior 
Heather Lee. 
   With such a difficult sched-
ule this year, where will the 
focus lie as to the important 
games? “Every game is a big 
game this year” Lee said. “But 
our biggest games are against 
our rivals Marian, and Bloom-
field.” 
   Despite the difficult sched-
ule the team faces this year, 
everyone hopes that from the 
strong leadership, and great 
talent on this team that the 
hash tags will explode twitter 
timelines throughout Bir-
mingham yet agin, and the 
there will be the return of the 
ring. 

Chris Hill
Staff Writer
chill.shshighlander@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy Of Jill Fischer
The team celebrates after 
winning the 2012 State 
Championship.

and it was a good athletics program, because 
it’s now combined.”
   Riley Miller looks forward to playing at the 
next level. She plans on closing on a successful 
senior year and in the future aspires to coach.   
   Miller’s teammates are proud of her accom-
plishments and think softball will positively 
affect her in college. 
   “Riley has a lot of energy that always picks 
people up, and even when she’s having a 
bad day, she tries to help the team and make 
everyone love the game,” Junior Christina 
Dennis said. 
   Additionally Miller’s teammates believe it’s 
important to note Millers hard work and com-
mend her as a role model to be looked up to.
   “Riley is the kind of girl whom others look 
up to and aspire to be,” senior Maddy Cormier 
said.  
   Softball has also provided Miller with a solu-
tion to overcoming adversity. 
   Its [softball] taught me not just about soft-
ball but about life, you’re going go through a 
lot of things that you don’t have control over, 
and you’re going have to learn how to grow 
through those things. Its definitely changed 
the way I view softball and the way I view the 
opportunity to play at such a high level,” Riley 
Miller said. “I’ve been through a lot of adversi-
ty, in many ways and it helped me clarify why 
softball is such a big part of my life.”

MILLER
                         Cont. from page 1

Dodge, Duck, Dip, Dive and Dodge

Photo By Adrian Jara

Math teacher Eric Bruns 
talks before the games. This 
year’s dodgefest was to ben-
efit a charity that Mr. Bruns 
had been working to pro-
mote and aid. All proceeds 
went to his charity.  

Photo By Adrian Jara

Freshman team celebrates after defeating the competition. 

Photo By Adrian Jara

Seniors Burns Hotchkiss and Spencer Schoen 
watch as teammate Andrew Trestrail cocks 
back to throw a ball. 

Photo By Adrian Jara

Junior Griffin Neel helps out his team by retrieving some 
balls from behind the court.

Photo By Adrian Jara

Members of the varsity golf dodgeball team get together for 
a picture to celebrate their effort in the competition. 

Photo By Adrian Jara

Senior Matt Joseph, member of the team 
“Catjokes.com” collects a ball and himself 
from the ground while mentally preparing to 
get back into the game.

Photo By Adrian Jara

Members of the runner-up team, the Rising 
Suns, pose for a picture after their valiant 
effort in the tournament.

Photo By Adrian Jara

Members of the team Catjokes.com get together for a photo after the tourna-
ment. This team was the winner of the “Best Dressed Award.” Many mem-
bers of this team also received the same award at last year’s competition.
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Reed My Lips: 
Utter Madness

   March is a 
big time of year 
for every col-
lege basketball 
fan. Not only 
does it follow a 
dense season of 
intense regu-

lar season play, it leads into 
the ever famous tournament 
known as March Madness. 
   This 64 team tournament 
lasts about a month and 
always brings upon surprises, 
upsets, and heartbreakers. 
In past years, there is usually 
a handful of upsets from 10, 
9, and 8 seeds, maybe even 
a 13 seed, but this year has 
been more unpredictable than 
before. 
   Most people interested in 
the contests fill out a bracket 
projecting who will what 
game and which teams will 
end up where. People often 
enter “bracket pools” making 
bets for how the tournament 
will play out. 
   Warren Buffett, national 
billionaire, offered up the op-
portunity of a lifetime to any-
body who decided to take part 
in the bracket predictions: 
Buffett would pay 1 billion 
dollars to anyone with a per-
fect bracket, or he would buy 
out anybody for 100 million 
dollars who had everything 
up to the final four correct. 
The tournament started on 
Thursday, March 20, and by 
the end of the first round of 
tournament play on Satur-
day, March 22, there were no 
perfect brackets left. Because 
there were no perfect brackets 
left, nobody was eligible to 
receive the 100 million or one 
billion dollars.
   The way this tournament 
has gone so far, most people’s 
brackets have been destroyed. 

There have been games that 
almost nobody could’ve 
predicted. Ridiculous upsets 
include 14 seed Mercer Bears, 
defeating the ever powerful 
3 seed Duke Blue Devils, 11 
seed Dayton Flyers defeating 
the 6 seed Ohio State Buck-
eyes then going on to beat the 
3 seed Syracuse Orange, who 
are a dominant team each 
year. 
   Due to such insane upsets, 
people have been disap-
pointed and nihilistic about 
the rest of the tournament. 
Usually, at this point, a 
small handful of people have 
minimal or no mistakes made 
in their brackets, which is 
always an astounding feat to 
follow. 
   With upsets such as Day-
ton’s, Mercer’s, Harvard’s 
(over 5 seed Cincinnati), and 
others, this year’s March 
madness has been exciting, 
needless to say.  I am not very 
into watching basketball but 
this year’s excitement has left 
me on the edge of my seat 
during most games. 
   Personally, my bracket has 
been destroyed. Four of my 
predicted teams for the “Elite 
Eight” have already been 
knocked out. Because of my 
own mistakes in my bracket 
picks, I have lost interest 
in the tournament, simply 
due to the fact that I have a 
very small chance of winning 
my pool. Because I have no 
chance to win money, my at-
tention span is automatically 
shortened. I can imagine that 
this is also the case for the 
majority of people participat-
ing in bracket pools this year. 
   Alas, the rest of this tour-
nament will surely be one to 
watch. If there is one year to 
pay attention to potential Cin-
derella stories, it’s this year. 
Be sure to watch the champi-
onship game on April 7.

   A 22 year 
reign in jeopar-
dy, the Detroit 
Red Wings 
push for their 
playoff spot 
to add to the 
record holding 
longest current 

playoff streak in the NHL. 
   The Red Wings began 
their season with an unusu-
ally rough start.  Almost half 
way through the season, the 
wings were offered a once in 
a lifetime experience, play-
ing in the Winter Classic. The 
Detroit Red Wings and the 
Toronto Maple Leafs squared 
off at The Big House, the Uni-
versity of Michigan Football 
Stadium, to set a world record 
attendance for any hockey 
game.
   Pushing 110,000 people, 
the puck was dropped on 
the snow covered ice for 60 
minutes of grueling play. 
Losing the game in a shutout, 
the Wings’ health started to 
deteriorate. 
   Captain Henrik Zetterberg 
and assistant captain Pavel 
Datsyuk were put on the long 
list of injured players, along 
with assistant captain Johan 
Franzen. 
   As the season progressed, 
the roster became even more 
crippled. 
   What do they need to do to 
keep the flame alive? GM Ken 
Holland and head coach Mike 
Babcock called up 10 different 
AHL players, while a stagger-
ing seven made their debut on 
the ice. The AHL is basically 
a semi-pro league sometimes 
meant for NHL draft picks 
that aren’t ready for the big 
show yet. This is where Gen-
eral Manager Ken Holland 
keeps their top prospects. 
   Things started to look up 
for the Red Wings as some 
of the key players and start-
ers became healthy again. As 
February came around, it was 
time for Sochi.  
   Every four years, the general 
managers of the National 
Hockey League dread one 
event: the Olympics. Tak-
ing a break from the NHL 
for roughly two weeks, stars 
of the NHL are sent to Sochi 
to represent their respective 
countries in the winter games. 
The Red Wings, having a deep 
roster, sent several players 
to team Sweden, as well as a 
couple other countries. Unfor-
tunately, Sochi created agony 
to our squad. 
   Captain Henrik Zetterberg 
ruptured a disk in his back, 
putting him back on the 
bench for two months. As-
sistant captain Pavel Datsyuk 
played phenomenally for team 
Russia, but then injured his 
knee during the last Olympic 
game, and was forced back 
on the injured list. Johan 
Franzen also gave up his spot 
on team Sweden due to his 
injuries. The stop in rhythm 
and the numerous injuries on 
our roster froze the Wings for 
a period of time. 
   Shortly after the Olympic 
break, they lost five out of 
seven games and there was no 
light at the end of the tunnel.  
Babcock and Holland were 
forced to call up more rookies 
from the Griffins. After a few 
games of trial, the wings got 
back to their game. 
   With a mix of veterans and 
rookies, the wings think they 
can still sneak their way into 
the playoffs even without 
their captain and assistant 
captain. With goalie Jimmy 
Howard finally getting out of 
a slump, Babcock finally made 
the decision to use him in-
stead of backup goalie Jonas 
Gustavsson.  
   With only weeks left in the 
regular season, every game 
has now become an important 
one.  Most importantly, this 
organization’s playoff streak 
is older than every student at 
this school, plus some. With 
our two top players making 
their way back on the ice as 
the post season begins, Hock-
eytown may tense back up 
and enjoy another consecu-
tive year of Red Wing playoff 
hockey. 

Jordan Gasper
Staff Writer
jgasper.shshighlander@gmail.com

Red Wings 
Reign in 
Jeopardy

   The 2013-2014 “Snowpoca-
lypse” has taken its toll on this 
year’s spring sports’ tryouts.
   Even though second trimes-
ter finals were delayed a week, 

most tryouts were still held 
the week of March 10.
   However, not all of the 
teams were able to hold typi-
cal tryouts.
   Since the track is covered in 
snow, the track team had to 
practice on the roads, in the 
parking lots, or in the school 
building.
   “I really don’t know what’s 
in store right now. We’re kind 
of worried about meets,” ju-
nior Audrey Belf said. “Right 
now we’re just doing the 
best we can with what we’re 
given.”
   The team is focused on get-
ting into shape and getting 
ready for when they can do 
harder workouts and intervals 
on the track.
   “Running on [the roads, 

Winter Freezes 
Spring Tryouts

Claire Markley
Community Editor
cmarkley.shshighlander@gmail.com
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Seaholm’s tennis courts remained covered in snow through 
this year’s spring sports tryouts

 With a state championship 
in fond memory, the Seaholm 
Women’s Varsity Tennis team 
is once again looking to reign 
supreme. 
   “We have a goal and we are 
determined to try our hardest 
to achieve it,” senior Captain 
Jackie Meier said. 

   

The season is well under 
way for the team, which has 
already played two tourna-
ments. 
   “We expect that we are go-
ing to put a competitive team 
out there,” Head Coach Scott 
Ransome said.  “As we have 
already seen.”
   On March 22nd, the team 
played their first tournament 
at Bloomfield tennis, against 
Troy High, Rochester Adams, 
and North Farmington. 
“All of the girls played great,” 
senior Captain Lauren Frazier 
said. “It was the perfect way 
to start off the season.”
   Seaholm walked away from 
the tournament as winners 
with only one loss. 
   “This season the team has 

boundless potential,” Meier 
said. “As we proved this week-
end going completely unde-
feated against three different 
teams.”
   This past weekend, Seaholm 
played their second tourna-
ment on March 29th. The 
team played at Genesys 
Sports Club in Grand Blanc, 
against Grand Rapids Chris-
tian, Holly, and Grand Blanc. 

   The team once again 
emerged victorious, and also 
undefeated without a single 
match lost.
   “I think the tournament 
went really well,” junior Laine 
Boitos said. “We all stepped 
up and played to the best of 
our abilities.”
   The girl’s next challenge 
will be on April 15th against 
Clarkston High School. 
   “We have so much talent 
and pride in what we do,” 
junior Rachel Fenberg said. “I 
know our results throughout 
the season will show all of 
this.”
The team is lead by senior 
captions, Labina Petrovski, 
Lauren Frazier, and Meier; all 
previous state champions. 

  Petrovski and Frazier play 
one and two singles respec-
tively. The singles lineup for 
the team is the same as the 
past years with Petrovski, 
Frazier, Claire Markley, and 
Fenberg leading the lineup. 
   “Playing the same spot two 
seasons in a row means that 
this season we are coming 
in with more knowledge and 
experience,” Fenberg said. 

   Meier shares the one 
doubles position with Boitos, 
and the two doubles position 
is filled by Caity Buechner and 
Sam Lareau. 
   “I think our doubles line up 
is going to be really strong 
this season,” Boitos said. 
“Most of our players are 
returning varsity so hopefully 
the added experience will help 
us out.”
   Most girls on the team train 
year round, which has helped 
the team start strong, accord-
ing to Fenberg.
    “It’s an amazing group of 
girls from all of the grades,” 
Junior Emily Benderoff said. 
“We all work very well with 
one another and ever day with 
the team is a great one.”

Theresa Ross
Staff Writer
tross.shshighlander@gmail.com
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The team gathers for a photo taken at a tournament on Sunday, March 30 after their cham-
pionship victory. 

Girls Tennis off to a Hot Start

in the parking lot, or in the 
school] could lead to injury, 
so workouts are modified 
accordingly,” math teacher 
Leslie Martin said. “Although 
the weather has been a bit of 
a hindrance we can’t dwell 
on it.  We have to go to plan 

B and make the most of the 
situation.”
   Other teams such as la-
crosse and soccer were not 
able to hold tryouts outside 
either, due to Maple Field be-
ing covered in snow. Shovel-
ing the turf would ruin the 
field.
   “All of our tryouts have 
had to be in the gym because 
the field cannot be plowed,” 
junior Emmett Green said. “It 
doesn’t allow for very much 
playing time.”
   The gym is much smaller 
than the field outside, making 
it difficult for teams to get a 
sufficient amount of practice 
in.
   “We haven’t been able to 
work on our stick skills and 
shoot in the net. It has just 

been working on condition-
ing and making sure we’re 
ready for the season,” fresh-
man Chase Lee said.
   “Although it is a much 
different way of practicing, 
we have been able to make it 
work by using the hallways 
for warmups and condensed 
conditioning and the gym for 
about an hour for running 
around and drills,” sopho-
more Rachel Rogers said. 
“We are hoping and crossing 
our fingers that it warms up 
outside soon so we can get to 
work on the field.”
   The soccer team’s tryouts 
were pushed back a week due 
to all of the weather condi-
tions.
   “It’s been one of the cold-
est winters ever and there’s 
been a lot of snow so the turf 
is covered,” junior Catherine 
Perry said.    “For now we are 
training in the weight room 
with Mr. Carlton or doing 
workouts in the gym.”
   Since the softball and 
baseball teams cannot play 
on their fields, they have also 
had to move their tryouts 
to the gym and modify how 
their practices are run.
   “Because many other teams 
have to come in the gym, the 
gym time is spread extremely 
thin,” senior Riley Miller 
said. “By the time we set up 
equipment and warm up, 
we’re left with only about 
45 minutes of practice time, 
which has led us to have to 
change how practices are 
run.”
   The tennis team’s courts 
are also covered in snow and 
ice, so they also had to move 
their tryouts to indoor courts.
   The fields, courts, and track 
cannot really be shoveled, 
so all of the tryouts were 
modified to keep the spring 
sports’ timelines on track. 
Hopefully, all of the teams 
will get outside soon and the 
weather will be more suitable 
for Seaholm’s Mighty Maples.
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