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INSIDE:

    This week, dozens of Seaholm students will be traveling to the world’s 
leading distributor of cocaine, marijuana and many other illegal drugs.
   With a deadly armed conflict escalating seemingly by the day between  
government forces in Mexico and high-level drug cartels, the U.S. State 
Department has issued a warning against American travel in Mexico.
   But despite the U.S. Government’s caution, dozens of Seaholm students 
remain unfazed and are planning to cross the border for their long-awaited 
spring break.  
   “The dangers don’t exist, it’s all just a myth,” said senior Kevin 
Buxton.
     Seaholm junior Ana Gomez is looking forward to going to Mexico 
with her junior friend Katie Frazier during spring break, but is proceeding 
with caution.
   “I’m a little scared because I heard all these people are cancelling trips 
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Left High and Dry:

Athletic Dept 
faces new 
$50K cut 

After six years of budget cuts for 
Seaholm High School’s Athletic 
Department, things don’t look to be 
getting better as the department was hit 
with an additional $50,000 cut.

In a December, 2008 interview 
conducted in The Highlander with 
Seaholm Athletic Director, Aaron Frank, 
he discussed spending details, future 
expectations, some little-known facts 
regarding the department’s handling of 
their budget, and perhaps most notably, 
he expressed a serious and a very real 
fear of his. The fear that the dwindling 
budget could potentially lead to the 
cutting of one of Seaholm’s 25 athletic 
programs.

Despite the recent cuts, Frank’s worst 
concern doesn’t look to be coming 
into fruition, which is most certainly 
good news for the department and to 
Seaholm’s student-athletes.

“No, we’re not going to cut out a 
sport,” Frank said when asked about the 
possibility of such a thing occurring.

“There are cuts across the whole 
district,” Frank said. “The athletic 
department is included.”

Frank still maintains a degree of 
optimism, and prefers to look at the 
opinions that will have a positive effect 
for the department and the student-
athletes.

“Any time something like this 
happens, there are a lot of good things 
that can be done,” Frank said. “It also 
allows you to look at things from a 
different angle.”

Feeling the squeeze, the department 
has been looking at two major 
areas to reduce costs: equipment 
and transportation. Traditionally, 
transportation has been the number one 
way the department has dealt with a 
decreasing budget.

Transportation costs are comprised 
of bus transportation and fees. Instead 
of dispatching busses for each individual 
sport on a given day, which subsequently 
forces the department to pay fees for the 
routes to and from the games, they have 
taken the initiative to use one bus for 
several sports. Traditionally, it’s been 
the number one way the department has 
dealt with a decreasing budget.

“It really doesn’t make sense to pay 
for the transportation routes to and from 
games when on the way back, nobody is 
on the bus anyways because their parents 
are at the game to drive them home,” 
Frank said.

A fitting example is the situation on 
March 26th. The Seaholm girl’s freshman 
soccer team plays Stoney Creek at 4:15. 
The bus will drop the team off at Stoney 
Creek, and depart back to Seaholm 
in order to drive the girls Water Polo 
squad to their event. Under a different 
transportation plan, two busses would 
be used in this scenario. Four total routes 
would be used, but with this new idea, 
only three are.

Frank said that while altering the 
transportation schedule may only save 
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    Two months ago, the Michigan Senate Fiscal Agency originally estimated 
that Birmingham Schools would receive an estimated $2.3 million from the fed-
eral government as a result of Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA). 
     Now, with strict federal regulations on these 
funds and constantly changing state revenues, 
it appears that Birmingham Schools could see 
not one dime of this money.
    “It is impossible to accurately determine at 
this time what the exact impact of [the ARRA] 
will have on our district,” BPS representative 
Marcia Wilkinson wrote in a March 17th email 
to BPS staff. “All preliminary information 
seems to indicate that the impact on our school 
budget will be minimal at best.”
    Since the State of Michigan Senate Fiscal 
Agency originally met in January to review the 
state budget and divide money accordingly amongst individual school districts, 
economic changes could mean that these predictions are irrelevant.
   “[We had] hoped that that money could potentially provide individual schools 
with unrestricted funds to fill in some holes in their budgets, but even in a short 
period of time, state revenues have dropped about $2 million off our estimate,” said 
Katherine Summers-Cody, Chief Analyst for School Aid for the Michigan Senate 
Fiscal Agency.
   Another conference will be held in May to determine whether or not this trend 
has persisted enough so that grants allotted to the school districts need to be reevalu-
ated.   

   “There is the potential for a ‘perfect storm’,” said Summers-Cody. “Given the 
continually changing economic and revenue climate, higher education funding po-
tential, and final budget appropriations, the stabilization fund grants are virtually 
eliminated.”
   This means that for Michigan school districts like Birmingham who are still pre-
dicted to incur a $13 million deficit by the 2012-2013 school year, more cuts – in-
cluding cuts to staffing – will have to be made.

   “Yes, the costs exceed the revenues,” said Debo-
rah Piesz, BPS’ Assistant Director of Business Ser-
vices. “We need [federal funding].”
   In the past, BPS has made aggressive steps to-
wards preventing an ever-growing deficit, which 
stands at approximately $248 thousand this school 
year. Much like this budget year’s privatization of 
custodial and transportation services, the district 
will still need to make changes and cuts over the 
next four years.
   “We are still trying to keep cuts away from the 
classroom,” said Piesz. “No one likes cuts, but un-
fortunately, in times like these, they are inevitable.” 

   Ironically, the driving mechanism behind the $44 billion education component of 
the ARRA funding was preventing cuts like this.
   “These investments will save and create jobs in the short term, while raising 
achievement in the long term,” U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan said in 
a March 7, 2009 press release. “These are one-time funds, and state and school of-
ficials need to find the best way to stretch every dollar and spend the money in ways 
that protect and support children without carrying continuing costs.” 
    The Highlander placed multiple calls to the offices of Sen. Debbie Stabenow 
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“If the state uses all that 
money to balance their 
budget, then we get none.”

 Deborah Piesz
 BPS Business Services

because of it,” Gomez said. “But I’m pretty sure I’ll be okay because 
we’re probably just going to stay in our resort the whole time.”
   Some Seaholm students have decided to alter their plans and move 
farther away from the heart of the chaos, but others are sticking to their 
original plans, and altogether hoping for the best.
  “Our parents talked to the travel agents who let us know that the 
resorts were safe,” said senior Stephanie Browne. “We’re staying way 
far away from the borders, and they 
told us we shouldn’t feel threatened.”
   However, other students are happy 
that their original plans did not include 
traveling to Mexico.
    Senior Brad Verona feels a sense of 
relief that he gets to go to a safe, warm 
place, but does not need to worry so 
much about safety issues.
    “I’m just glad that I’m going to the 
Bahamas,” Verona said.
    One travel agent who spoke to the  
Highlander on the condition the name 
be withheld understands the concerns 
about Mexico, and has, in turn, seen a 
decline in travel to the popular spring break destination.
   “We have certainly noticed a negative trend in comparison to last 

year’s travels,” the agent said, “though I feel that the economy is a 
more common justification for people than the drug war.”
   Since 2008, U.S. agencies estimate more than 6,000 people have 
died in Mexico from drug-related violence. 
   But according to official U.S. State Department records, only 669 
American tourists died in Mexico from “non-natural” deaths from 

2005-2007. With an estimated 45 
million tourists during that period, 
that’s less than one-one thousandth of a 
percent, and most of those deaths were 
caused by drowning and car crashes.  
   Still, it appears that students don’t 
seem to give too much thought to the 
problems over the border, and are just 
looking forward to having the time of 
their life.
   Senior Jackie Wojeda shared the 
thoughts of many seniors who would 
rather enjoy their time in Mexico as 
opposed to worrying about the cartels.
   “As long as I have a drink in one hand 

and I’m on the beach, I’m safe,” Wojeda said.

State budget troubles and federal regulations 
could divert $2.3M stimulus away from BPS

For updated coverage on the 
BPS budget, go to our web site: 
www.seaholmhighlander.com

 The Seaholm varsity baseball team 
received an ESPN-like surprise at their 
March 25th practice.  
 While inclement weather moved 
practice indoors, spirits were quickly 
lifted as one player happened to peer 
around the maroon curtain that divides 
the gym and spot a celebrity intruder.  
   “We usually get the whole gym for 
practices so I had to check out what was 
taking up our space,” said junior first 
basemen Kyle Eick. 
  The intruder happened to be none 
other than NBA MVP Candidate Kobe 
Bryant, whose Lakers were in town to 
play the Detroit Pistons.  
    The official hotel for NBA teams visiting 
Detroit is Birmingham’s Townsend, and 
Seaholm houses the closest basketball 
facility to the hotel.
   As Bryant strolled towards the athletic 
office he received praise like none other 
from the team.  
    The predictable one-liners like “Kobe 
you the man!” as well as the occasional 
“Kobe you’re my boy!” filled the gym 
while Bryant raised his right hand and 
smiled.  
    As the team gathered about a hundred 
feet outside of the athletic office in awe 
of their superstar guest, Varsity Baseball 
Head Coach Don Watchowski walked 
out with Bryant following close behind.  
He confidently paced towards the team 
who couldn’t believe their eyes.
  “We got any Laker fans here?” asked 
Bryant.
  About half the team raised their hand as 
if they had been lifelong followers of the 
team. Bryant just smirked and shook his 
head.  After asking about their upcoming 
season and wishing them best of luck in 
2009, Kobe Bryant walked to his end of 
the gym to practice.
  “He’s a real cool guy,” said senior 
pitcher Tyler Haggerson.  “It was nice for 
him to take time out and talk with us a 
bit. I wouldn’t have expected something 
like that from him.”
    Bryant is not the only NBA star to be 
recently spotted at Seaholm.  Last year, 
the San Antonio Spurs’ Tony Parker and 
Tim Duncan tuned up in the Seaholm 
gym. 

NBA’s Kobe 
Bryant crashes 
varsity baseball 
practice
Ryan Miner
Sports writer
Rminer@seaholmhighlander.com

Mexican drug violence won’t halt vacation plans

“Our parents talked to the travel 
agents who let us know that the 
resorts were safe. We’re staying 
way far away from the borders, 
and they told us we shouldn’t feel 
threatened.”

Stephanie Browne
Seaholm Senior

Spring Break ‘09
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   It appears that a decision on whether to install surveillance 
cameras at Seaholm will not be made in the near future.  
   At a March 10th study meeting, the Birmingham Public 
Schools Board of Education decided to give the surveillance 
camera issue to the Facilities Subcommittee, a smaller faction 
of the board. The subcommittee has not yet met to discuss the 
matter.
   Board President Geri Rinschler stressed that, among other 
things, the committee must first address the needs of the aging 
surveillance cameras in the parking lot.
   “I think first we have to establish what those needs are, and 
then talk about…what we think the scope of the needs are for if 
we need additional surveillance cameras.”   
     The subcommittee, which was created last summer after 
various construction projects were completed, typically deals 

With the school board still discussing cameras, its still uncertain whether students will be under surviellance during school hours

Emily Gordy
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Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

with construction and building issues, why they were chosen to 
address the issue, according to Rinschler.
   “Our task has been to give guidance to the entire board on 
some smaller facility projects that haven’t been completed yet,” 
said Rinschler.
   The subcommittee plans to meet sometime in April, where 
surveillance cameras will be one of the topics of discussion. 
Rinschler said they may need more information before they 
decide to add more cameras. 
   “We weren’t given a lot of data,” said Rinschler, “and we may 
need to ask for more from the high schools.”
   If the committee were to recommend installing more surveil-
lance cameras, they would have to go through a number of 
steps before anything could happen. 
   “If we say yes, we need to ask the administration for a recom-
mendation as to if they’re wanted, and how many, and then they 
would have to go through getting…a rough estimate of what it 
might cost,” said Rinschler. 
   The Facilities Subcommittee will meet again in May, and it is 

likely that a decision will not be made before then. 
   Despite the wait, Seaholm principal Terry Piper maintains his 
support of the cameras.
   “I still feel that there is a purpose for them,” said Piper.  
   Sophomore Zoe Gaber believes that the amount of time that it 
has taken for the board to decide is promising for those against 
the cameras. 
   “The fact that it’s taken longer for them to make a choice 
shows that the board is at least taking into consideration what 
kids have to say,” said Gaber. 
   There is still a considerable amount of opposition against 
the cameras among students, and Rinschler says that there are 
many opportunities for students to speak out.
   “They can give input any time they like,” said Rinschler. “Any 
time there’s a public meeting, they can certainly come during 
public comments, they can also e-mail us, or if they have any 
data, they can send that to us as well. We’re open to hearing 
whatever any public has to say.”

   “I’m scared s---less,” said senior Brooke Selis to her friends as 
they escorted her into the cafeteria to give blood.
   Last year Selis didn’t donate blood because she is deathly 
afraid of needles, but this year Selis was convinced by volun-
teers for the Blood Drive that she would be saving three lives 
and the sacrifice would be worth it.  
   Selis admitted she is known for making a scene at the doctor’s 
office just for shots, but she decided to go through with the 
Blood Drive. 
   “I felt guilty and I thought I should just suck it up and do this,” 
Selis said.
   All throughout the week Selis was still dreading the event, but 
she still planned to go through with it.  
   “I had my friend Jessica come pick me up [from her second 
hour class] just to make sure I would do it,” said Selis. 
   When Brooke got downstairs to the cafeteria to sign in she 
started crying. Senior Jessica Stanley had to sign for her.  
   Once inside, Brooke heard that since she had been to Mexico 
in the past month, she might not still be eligible to give blood.  
So she went with Seaholm’s Community Service Organizer, 
Cheryl Shettel to make sure if she could give blood or not.
   “I probably should have told someone this, but at that point the 
room was spinning at one-hundred miles per hour,” said Selis.  
   She saw several students lying on stretchers preparing to give 

From A-Positive to Oh, Negative

blood.  When she saw a needle enter another student’s arm, she 
fainted.  
   “I saw Brooke walk by, I hear this thump, and then I heard this 
loud nurse yell ‘somebody get this girl out of  here,” said senior 
Nash Clark, who witnessed the event from a stretcher before 
he gave blood.  
   “I said I wouldn’t leave her side, but as soon as I left her for 
a minute, she faints,” said Stanley, who came with Brooke for 
support, and returned later in the day to give blood.  
    “I don’t remember much,” said Brooke about fainting.  No 
one was there to catch her, but she did not hit her head.  
   Shettel said two or three people fainted in addition to Selis.  
   “Brooke was very nervous coming in,” Shettel said.  
   Selis awoke within several minutes after she was carried by 
her wrists and ankles behind a curtain.  
   “When I woke up, I thought I’d given blood,” Selis said, but a 
nurse from the Red Cross informed Brooke that it was not so.  
   “They wouldn’t even let me come back,” said Selis.  
   She would only be getting an “I tried” sticker for the day.  
   “I was disappointed because I got so worked up to experience 
a needle for nothing,” said Selis. 
   “If I were to try it again I would have to find a way to calm 
myself,” said Selis. “The idea of having a needle in my arm for 
that long wasn’t ok with me from the beginning.”

MORE THAN 100 STRONG:  Shettel said that the blood 
drive was a success, especially among eleventh graders.

   “We picked up more juniors,” said Shettel.  
   The Blood Drive competition between Seaholm and Brother 
Rice/Marian has gone on for ten years, and was started to get 
more donors.  
   “Seaholm has always done well, we’ve won more than we’ve 
lost,” said Shettel.  “With Seaholm students, the incentive isn’t 
about winning.”
   Shettel added that people from Brother Rice wanted to suc-
ceed, but not simply because they wanted to win. 
    “Molly said she was hoping Brother Rice would do well 
because that would mean more blood for the community,” said 
Shettel.
   At the end of the day, 116 people came to the blood drive. 
Blood was collected from 87 of them.  
   “The 20 that were deferred usually had low iron in their blood 
or had travelled,” said Shettel.  
   There were 38 students who gave blood for their first time.  
   The Blood taken at the Blood Drive will go directly to young 
children around the world by the Red Cross.  
   “Most of the Donors are students,” said Shettel.  “This is 
good because the younger you are, the less your blood has been 
exposed to other viruses, so it is more compatible for younger 
children.”  
   There will be another Blood Drive after school gets out on 
June 29th from 12:30 to 6:30 in the Seaholm Cafeteria.  Contact 
senior Molly Stacey to get involved.

Peter Gargaro
Staff Writer
Pgargaro@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior Jacqueline Kendall, was one of the many students to uneventfully give blood in this years blood battle, other students however were not so lucky.      Photo by Celia Nelson

Posted Prices: 
A Tasty Change
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At Seaholm, change is something that everyone seems driv-
en towards. These days it can be seen in the cafeteria, where 
students can now preview how much they will be spending on 
their meal, and will finally be getting their correct change.

“They’re better and more convenient,” said sophomore 
Austin Stamps. 

The Highlander featured an article detailing the problem 
with the pricing in the cafeteria a little over a month ago. So-
dexho, the corporation that provides food for Seaholm students, 
was put under the microscope. David Andrejko, the General 
Manager of Sodexho, assured readers that problems would be 
fixed. 

“Now, we can look at every register to see transactions,” he 
said, “also, we followed through and made sure that the register 
programming was correct, and that we were charging the cor-
rect prices.”

Consequently, signs have been posted. Now, foods from the 
hoagies to the Hawaiian pizza have prices on or by them. Prices 
can be seen on the drink refrigerators and juice machines, and 
the sandwiches have stickers on them as well. 

A few things are still neglected though. For example, the 
chips don’t have any prices near them. 

“They’re always a different price every time I go,” said se-
nior Andrea Maham. 

“There are two sizes of chips and they both cost $1,” said 
sophomore Kevin Covey. 

Also, there remains some discrepancy on whether the all the 
cashiers are charging the same amount. “The prices seem to 
fluctuate [depending] on which cashier you go to,” said sopho-
more Alec Aiello.

Some students aren’t affected one way or another by the 
signs. 

“I never really have a problem with being charged different 
amounts,” said sophomore Zach Johnson. 

“In my experiences, I have only been charged the correct 
price or less,” said senior Lizzie Grobbel. 

At least one cafeteria worker said that students should take it 
upon themselves to learn the prices. 

“An error can always occur,” said Andrejko, “we are always 
willing to fix an error on the spot If it is brought to our atten-
tion.”

There are also a lot of different specials that may result in 
students being charged different prices on a day to day basis.

No Decision Yet on Cameras

Cafeteria prices are now clearly posted

Upcoming AP 
Review 

Sessions:

-Thursday, April 16th (2:45 
- 4:15)
-Saturday, April 18th (11 
am - 12:30)
-Tuesday, April 21st (2:45 
- 4:15)
-Thursday, April 23rd (2:45 
- 4:15)
-Sunday, April 26th (Noon 
- 1:30)
-Wednesday, April 28th 
(2:45 - 4:15)
-Saturday, May 2 (Noon - 
1:30)
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Government: 
Mr Harwood’s Room (G106)

Psychology: 
Ms Roger’s Room (A207)

Every Tuesday during X-
Block
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such amount donated will be detracted from the total amount 
of the container. 
   “I will sabotage the girls and throw quarters in [their bucket] 

for the win,” said senior Brad Sweeney.
   “I’m excited about penny wars, beating the boys, raising 
money for a good cause.” senior Alexa Defiore said. 
  Barb Monczka and the school store will be doing the col-
lection, coordinating, sorting, and counting all of the coins 
collected. Patty Rusek and the broadcasting team will run 

commercials and daily reminders of the event to 
keep the student body involved. 

   As a thank you gathering of 
unity and support, the student 

body will be pleasantly 
rewarded for the kind 

and caring gestures 
towards JDRF. 
The pajama clad 
teachers, which 
include Mr.Hart, 
Mrs. Wichers, 
Mrs. Chapman, 
Mrs. Monczka, 
Mrs. Hall, Mrs. 
Pinneo, and 

many more, will 
serve an all you can 

eat pancake breakfast 
during X-block, Tuesday, 

April 28. One rule applies; to 
eat the pancakes; students must 

wear pajamas for the pancakes.
   “I think it’s for a good cause,” junior Greg Finn 

said. “I’m pumped for the pancake breakfast and I think it’s 
a worthy reward.”
   “I am hoping that by coming together as entire school, 
people will see that small amounts by individuals can add 
up to a significant donation to fund the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation,” Pinneo said. “If Penny Wars is a 
success this year for JDRF, perhaps it can become an an-
nual event and other worthy organizations can be selected 
for support in future years.  This is an opportunity to unify 
Seaholm students and staff while supporting a great cause.” 

   Empty out your change and crack open your piggy banks, 
Penny Wars will be coming to Seaholm very soon. 
    “Penny Wars” is a boy versus girl student competition, 
where starting April 22nd, two collection containers will be 
in each room, one for each gender where students can collect 
compete to raise the most pennies. But this isn’t just some 
clever way for Seaholm money.
   The collected money amount will 
go towards the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, (JDRF).  
   The idea was created by 
Math Department Head, 
Carol Pinneo, who is 
holding the event in 
honor of her niece 
and all other students 
and staff affected by 
diabetes. 
   “It is a dangerous 
disease,” said Pinneo. 
“Diabetes takes its 
toll on these young 
children’s organs some-
times causing blindness, 
kidney damage or failure.”
   Juvenile Diabetes changes  the 
lives of children forever. Constant 
monitoring of blood sugar levels and 
using insulin to keep it under control is just one 
of the many adjustments children make after diagnosed 
with this life-threatening disease. Even Their social lives are 
affected severely to where they need to stick to a safe and 
strict diet.
  “Halloween, birthday parties, sleepovers at friends all 
become really difficult,” said Pinneo.
   For the eight days that the competition will be held, each 
gender will gather pennies. If a girl gathers two dollars 
worth of pennies and deposits it,will count towards the total. 
However, if somebody adds any nickel, dime, or quarter, 

A War that Makes Cents 

Clarification on spending restrictions and requirements. None 
responded before the publication’s March 31 printing deadline.
    Despite this significant amount of money, there appear to 
be very specific guidelines as to how schools must use these 
funds. 
   “Basically there is a lot of money coming into Michigan, but 
most of them have strings attached,” said Summers-Coty.
   The main areas where these funds will be divided into are 
Special Education Programs funding (IDEA), School Im-
provement Funding (Title I) and the State Fiscal Stabilization 
Fund. The purpose of Stabilization Funding is primarily to off- 
set federal cuts in per pupil funding.
   “In Michigan, the Governor and the legislation have been very 
careful about not reducing state aid, except next year the Gov-
ernor did purpose a $59 per pupil decrease,” said Luis Burgess, 
Supervisor of the Grants Administration Unit of the Michigan 
Department of Education. “So this stabilization money would 
go towards restoring those funds to make sure that the district 

gets the same level of funding per student for the next three 
years.”
  In other words, a significant portion of federal aid won’t be 
going to new programs 
or deficit prevention, but 
rather it will be used to 
maintain to status quo.
   “If you think about it, 
just restoring the state aid 
funding might be more of 
the same,” said Burgess.
    The funding also serves 
to fund the federal govern-
ment, so in stressful eco-
nomic times, the federal 
government is allowed to 
use these funds to balance 
the budget isn’t of aiding 
individual schools.
   “It looks like more and more of this money needs to be used 

to fill in state needs,” said Summers-Cody.
   For BPS, the uncertainty means it’s nearly impossible to factor 
any funding into future budgets.

  “If the state uses all 
that money to balance 
their budget, then we 
get none,” said Piesz.
   As a result, significant 
changes in the 2009-10 
Budget Development 
plan remain, includ-
ing balancing and 
restructuring staffing 
throughout the district 
buildings, which could 
ultimately result in 
teacher and staff lay-
offs.

  “Funding isn’t guaranteed at this point,” said Summers-Cody. 
“Until things are finalized, we are recommended that schools 

“Funding isn’t guaranteed at this point, 
Until things are finalized, we are recom-
mended that schools structure their 
budgets without taking the possibility 
of government funding into account.”

Katherine Summers-Cody
MI Sen. Fiscal Agency Chief Analyst

structure their budgets without taking the possibility of govern-
ment funding into account.”
   Although the BPS budget for next year will not be finalized 
until June 30th, Seaholm and other school districts will be mak-
ing necessary staffing changes as soon as this week. 
   “We [will] give definite teacher assignments for next year on 
April 3rd,” said Seaholm Principal Terry Piper.

Stimulus Funds May Not Reach BPS

   Before T.I. heads to prison on weapons charges, he decided to 
make a guest appearance at a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, March 
14th. This special occasion was held at the Townsend in Bir-
mingham thrown by the Katzman family.
   Junior Alec Nathan was in disbelief when he saw this super 
star hit the stage. It was unexpected to Nathan, knowing that this 
was days before T.I. was being sentenced to jail.
   “I was going crazy,” said Nathan. “It was awesome to see 
such a big star up close.”
   T.I. performed 10 songs including Dead and Gone, Whatever 
You Like, and What up What’s Happening leaving the crowd in 

awe. With T.I.’s laid back personality, Nathan forgot the fact that 
T.I. was even a celebrity.
   “He seemed like a really nice guy and not stuck up at all,” 
said Nathan.
    The music wasn’t the only noteworthy event.
   During the Bar Mitzvah, Cleveland Cavaliers co-owner Dan 
Gilbert and David Hall, one of Gilbert’s former Rock Financial 
employees, got into a physical altercation. Birmingham Police 
are currently investigating the incident. 
   T.I.’s guest appearance is one that Nathan will remember for 
the rest of his life.
   “It was really cool to see him before he goes to jail,” said 
Nathan. “I only hope the best for T.I.”

ED FUNDING/Page 1

Nick Naski
Staff Writer
NNaski@seaholmhighlander.com

Rapper T.I. performs at the Townsend weeks before being sentenced to jail time

   Once upon a time “Senior Swing Out” was a yearly and ea-
gerly awaited tradition for the senior class at Seaholm to partici-
pate in at the end of the year.
   It was one of the last chances for the whole graduating class to 
get together and poke fun at just how well everyone had gotten 
to know each other, their staff and their school.
   In the past this completely student run event featured videos 
in which the students filmed and interviewed their fellow peers. 
In the clips shown students were supposed to appropriately and 

respectfully make fun of one another, one large idea (such as 
events that had taken place through out their 4 years at Seaholm) 
or their faculty and staff. 
   But a few years ago “Senior Swing Out” was stopped because 
it began to get out of hand and the concept of fun went slightly 
out the window, when some students unfortunately got out of 
line with their comments toward their fellow classmates.
   “It’s not meant to hurt people. It is supposed to be all in good 
fun,” senior Lindsey Mandich said.
   Mandich is one of the seniors this year trying to bring “Senior 
Swing Out” back into the picture and is looking for support 
from this year’s graduating senior class.
   If all goes well this event may actually occur at the end of this 

year and the tradition may continue, as it seems that many of 
Mandich’s peers seemed to be hyped up on bringing out the 
video cameras and letting the film roll once again. 
   A large amount of the senior student body has said they would 
be very willing to participate in this event if it were able to start 
up again.
   “Heck yes I would participate,” senior Kelsey Jackson said 
with an enthusiastic smile. “Both my older brother and sister 
participated in it and they had an amazing time.” 
   The way many of this year’s graduating class seems to feel is 
everyone just needs to remember that this function is meant for 
everyone to get together, have a good time and that the videos 
are made for fun and  enjoyment. 

   Although they seem to also understand that a certain amount 
of respect is necessary in order for things to not get out of hand 
again and to make it a memorable time for those who attend. 
   “Everyone has to realize the point in Senior Swing Out, you 
can’t take anything they say personally,” senior Jess Stanley 
said. “I’ve seen some of the videos before and I thought they 
were hilarious.”
   Seaholm High School Alumni Wes Armstrong attended the 
event when he was a senior in 2005 and  still remembers the 
experience fondly.
   “I had a great time and Senior Swing Out and I will remember 
it forever it was all meant to be in good fun,” said Armstrong.

Lauren Markevich
Staff Writer
LMarkevich@seaholmhighlander.com

Seniors Seek to Bring the ‘Swing’ Back

T.I. Hits B’ham Before the Big House

Photo courtesy of: Alec Nathan

Thank you for 
your support!

For continuing 
coverage on this 
story, go to our web 
site: 

www.seaholmhighlander.com
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SEAHOLM PROM 2009

MICHAEL 
sMOCK

JAMES 
sTEVENS

JENTZEN 
MEHL

JESSICA 
sTANLEY

PAIGE 
YOUNG

SEAHOLM’S ELIGIBLE PROM
BACHELORS AND BACHELORETTES

MICHAEL sMOCK JAMES sTEVENS JENTZEN MEHL JESSICA sTANLEY PAIGE YOUNG
Looking for: 

“Someone who has mastered the 
stanky leg, or is at least open to learn-

ing how to execute it.”

Looking for: 
“Someone who could have a good time, not be 
shy, and just get out there and dance. I’m just 

excited to express myself and show who I really 
am.”

Looking for: 
“Someone who is smart, attractive, and fun. Also, 
someone that can keep up with me on the dance 
floor.”

Looking for: 
“Someone tall with defined pecs, a great smile, 
strong thigh muscles, and a nice rear end. Also, 
someone who is really entertaining and funny.”

Signature Dance Move: 
Lawn Mower, Running Man, Walk it out, 

Chicken Noodle Soup Dance

Signature Dance Move: 
Shoulder Lean

Signature Dance Move: 
Stanky Leg

Signature Dance Move: 
The Harlem Shake

Looking for: 
“Someone who is large and in charge who 
isn’t shy and will let me boss them around. I’m 
excited to make my date do whatever I want.”

Signature Dance Move: 

The Sprinkler

BIRMINGHAM’S BEST PROM DEALS:
LIMO PARTY BUS NAILS TUXEDOFLOWERS

BETSEY HELPS YOU DRESS TO IMPRESS

   Cameras flash.  The photographer asks for a few more photos 
before the big event.  Hours have been spent making the evening 
just perfect.  You and your date are ready to leave for the most highly 
anticipated event of the school year.  Your ‘Royal Night’ has finally 
arrived.

   Girls at Seaholm high school are looking forward to the big event, 
which is only a short three weeks away.  

   With that in mind, getting the perfect ensemble has to be on every 
girl’s to-do list.

   At Betsey Johnson, one of the many stores at that fills orders for 
Prom, the sales associates are confident that their styles are going to 
be a hit.

“All our dresses are short.  We don’t even have any long dresses in 
right now,” said Dannie Belcher, a sales associate at Betsey Johnson at 
Somerset Mall.“Anything A-Line is in,” said Belcher.

   Girls this season are sticking to traditional, yet sophisticated color 
palate when choosing their dresses. 

   “Pink or black are the most popular dress colors this season,” said 
Belcher.

   Simple styles are also popular
“The most popular dress is the Teen Vogue Style, which is a straight cut across 

the top, with a poofy skirt,” said Belcher.
   The Teen Vogue dress at Betsey Johnson costs $340 and comes in white and 

teal.
   All dresses come in many colors and have slight variations so if girls fit 

comfortably in one dress, they will have a variety of options to choose from.
   Betsey Johnson also designs many different jewelry pieces, which can go 

with any of the dress styles.  The designs range from long and gaudy, to simple 
and elegant.

   “[This season,] lots of charms and long necklaces are what have been selling,” 
said Belcher.

   Jewelry pieces range in price from $25 for small stud earrings to $150 for a 
charm-filled necklace.

   No outfit is complete without shoes, and Betsey Johnson claims to have 
the perfect answer to the most important footwear question; are the shoes 
comfortable?

   “The most popular shoe is the Glitter Polly,” said Belcher.  “They are super 
comfortable because Betsey herself used to be a dancer.”

   Giltter Polly’s are $220, and come in silver, white, and black.
   To ensure that no one from the same school buys the same dress, shoppers are 

encouraged to sign the dress book at the counter before leaving with their ‘royal’ 
fashions.

Mari Manoogian
Sports Editor
Mmanoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

AFFORDABLE 
FLOWERS:

(248) 644-2244

Bouttenier:
Carnation $3.25
Rose $7.00

Corsage:
Carnation $5.75
Rose $10.50

ENTERTAINMENT 
EXPRESS:

(248) 566-6085

Lincoln Limousine:
Ten person
Seven hours 
$440

*Gratuity included

ENTERTAINMENT 
EXPRESS:

(248) 566-6085

Party Bus:
20 person
Seven hours 
$590

*Gratuity included

NAILS ETC.:
(248) 566-6085

Manicure: $15

Pedicure: $25

Both: $40

*Prom deal* 
Mani-pedi combo $30

Average:

Just above $100

Between $80 and $150

*Prom deal* 
$25 off

PRESIDENT 
TUXEDO

(248) 644-5055
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       A well in Africa isn’t usually what comes to mind when 
thinking of what to get someone for a 30th birthday gift. 

  But math teacher Eric Bruns didn’t want to receive gifts or 
make his birthday to be about himself. 

     Aaron Pryka moved one step closer to his dream of becoming a big-time 
movie director with his acceptance to New York University’s prestigious Film 
School.
 According to NYU professor James Braun, this is quite an opportunity.
   “Being admitted here is not easy,” said Braun. “I have not had the pleasure of 
meeting Mr. Pryka, but his acceptance here is an honor and an achievement. If 
he is interested in film, he has chosen the right place.”
   Looking to follow in the footsteps of a long list famous alumni directors such 
as Martin Scorsese, Oliver Stone, Joel Coen and Spike Lee, Pryka is looking 
forward to a great opportunity.
  “Many highly accomplished directors attended NYU, but really, they started 
off in the same shoes as any freshmen at our film school,” Braun said.
    “I was thrilled when I got in,” said Pryka. “I was not sure whether or not I 
would, so I am just very happy about it.”
 Pryka’s friends were thrilled at the opportunity for their comrade.
    “That’s so tight,” said senior Chris Howe. “He is going to be directing huge 
movies someday. I believe he can do it.”
 Pryka’s personal favorite film, despite a long list of favorites, was American 
Beauty.
    American beauty is a 1999 film directed by Sam Mendes about a frustrated, 
burnt out advertising executive having a mid-life crisis.
    “I  just love it,” said Pryka. “It  has  so much depth and beauty, while  still  be-
ing an  entertaining and  funny  movie.”
 So how did Pryka get started in film?
 It was in a class that all Seaholm students have taken, or are currently taking.

Senior Aaron Pryka’s future behind the lens will include the same education Martin Scorsese received at NYU
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					Photos	by	Alexi	KnockDavid Foreman
Staff Writer
Dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

Students Help Bruns Give Back

 Seaholm’s Robotics team, “Maple Machine”, finished seventh 
overall at the FIRST Robotics Troy Regional competition.
   The event took place on Friday, March 23rd and Saturday, 
March 24th. The Maples build a robot that was able to cross 
a field, pick up and push objects into other teams’ trailers. The 
theme of the competition was a tribute to Neil Armstrong’s first 
steps on the moon.
 There were forty other teams in the competition, and Seaholm’s 
team was the highest scoring rookie team at the end of the 
matches.
 The team will be participating in the Michigan FIRST State 
Championship April 2nd, 2rd, and 4th. The competition will 
take place at Eastern Michigan University’s Convocation Cen-
ter. Successful teams will be eligible for the FIRST National 
Championship in Atlanta, Georgia.
  Maple Machine members are Steve Burke, Olivia DeAnge-
lis, Garrett Ebling, Jesse Frank, Johann Geries, Ben Gonzales, 
Mack Howell, Joe Kaminski, Mitch Kessel, Max Koskela, 
Abby Levitsky, Mike McFarlane, Nick Manvel, Calley Mur-
phy, Brian Paul, Mike Pelto, Mike Sarzynski, Katie Stuart, Reid 
Turnbull, Connor Ridenour, Matt Maertens, and Joe Jellasic. 
They are coached by Engineering Technology teacher Bernie 
Simms with help from mentors Kevin Veltman and Randy 
Zeitvogel.

  “I have so much junk around my house that anything I 
really want, I go out and buy,” Bruns said. “[Building a well 
seemed better] than actual birthday gifts.”  

  So instead of a big party or bigger present to mark the mile-
stone, Bruns is asking friends, family, coworkers and students 
to donate $30 to a charity that provides clean drinking water to 
those in need.

 Bruns said inspiration struck when he read an article about a 
group called Charity: Water.

 Charity: Water was founded by a man named Scott Har-
rison, who had seen millions dying from lack of clean water in 
Africa, and wanted to do something to help. He learned that one 
in six people do not have access to clean drinking water. 

Harrison then threw a birthday party in which 700 friends 
attended. He had each friend put $20 dollars into a bottle, all go-
ing towards creating a well with clean water in Africa. Through 
all the money donated at his party, Harrison was able to build 
three wells and fix three wells in southern Uganda. 

Since then, Harrison has created many successful campaigns 
that have raised money for the building and repairing of clean 
water wells. Charity: Water is focused on putting 100 percent of 
their donations towards building the wells and not taking any 
money for themselves. 

“Not to slight other charitable organizations, but this (build-
ing wells) has an immediate impact on lives, “ Bruns said. 

Bruns asked anyone who was interested in getting involved 
to donate towards his well.

“He told my class he’d only ask us one time but to please 
donate $30 and that it wasn’t going towards him.” senior Molly 
Stacy said. 

Bruns  was    impressed  with   the    response  from    his    
students.

“I’ve gotten [donations] from students,” Bruns explained. 
“Some are from individuals, pairings of classes, I’ve got some 
from former students who are not currently in class and even 
from one student who graduated last year.” 

Student participation has been especially helpful to Bruns 
because building a well can be expensive.

“Drilling a well can cost anywhere from $4,000 to $12,000 
dollars,” said Ashley Meritt, a Charity: Water representative. 

Bruns hasn’t reached his goal yet but hopes to receive con-
siderable donations from supporters.

“[I’m] about halfway there,” said Bruns. “But stilling cross-
ing my fingers.” 

   After receiving donations Bruns only has one more step 
towards building his birthday present to the world.     

“Once I get all the money in, send it all into charity water, 
and make a note of the contributors to my well to Pay Pal, they 
say that once they get all that in, within 12-14 months the well 
should be built,” Bruns said.

Once the well is built Bruns has the option of getting ex-
act GPS coordinates of his well so he can see the village from 
Google Earth or possibly visit his contribution to the world 
someday. 

Annie Stenback
Staff Writer
Astenback@seaholmhighlander.com

Maple Machine 
Robotics Team 

Places 7th 

The team  with their robot. Photo courtesy of Cheryl Shettel

This year Bruns didn’t want ballons or presents on his birthday, he wanted to make a difference.
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 											Photo	by	Lindsay	Boeckl	

  “It started with our ‘Lord of The Rings’ project in English 9 Team,” said Pryka. 
“I just really enjoyed the project, and it kind of got me interested in film and TV 
production.”
   With his newfound passion, Pryka took Television Production to further his 
knowledge and expertise.
    “While taking TV production is when I started thinking really thinking seri-
ously about this,” said Pryka.
   After learning a great deal about production, Pryka took Film Theory to learn 
more about the directing part of the business.
    “I really enjoyed Film Theory,” said Pryka. “I learned a lot about how plots 
of films are put together, and about techniques that are used over and over again 
in movies.”
 “Pryka’s production expertise is greatly valued among his peers.
    “Aaron did an awesome job with our AP Government video,” said Howe. “I 
mean, we gave him the movie and he did a ton of neat stuff with it. He edited it, 
did voice-overs, and made the movie run really nicely. I really like the result of 
Aaron’s work on it.”
   Before making plans for the “Big Apple”, Pryka, potentially, has one more 
decision to make.
    “I am still waiting to hear back from USC.”
   For readers who are unaware of the USC film school, it is compared by many 
to NYU, and the two film schools are considered among the finest in the world. 
The top prize depends on who you are asking, or which publication you are 
reading.
   If Pryka gets the nod for a trip to LA, a difficult choice will have to be made.
    “If I do get into USC’s film school, that would be great, but I would have a 
tough decision to make. Robin Moten told me that I could either be a struggling 
artist in New York, or big-time studio guy in LA. Right now, I am really not sure 
which one I would choose, but it would be nice to have that decision to make.”

Lights, Camera, NYU
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West Side Success Story

 “I can tell a grittier story.” 
That’s how Christopher Barbeau described his role 

as a stunt coordinator for Seaholm’s West Side Story- a 
show he’s worked on over seventy times.

With over 36 years of experience, Barbeau is 
an expert in his field. He gained the title “Maestro,” 
after passing many requirements including sword-
fighting exams, winning a national title, and working 
for a minimum of 25 years. Maestro means “Master 
Teacher,” of which he said there are “less than 60 
teachers at my level.”

Barbeau has also worked on 15 feature films, 
including Hook, The Three Musketeers, and Master & 
Commander, but said that, “stage is my real love. I like 
that you have to get beginning to end all right.” 

He has also worked at the Michigan Opera Theater, 
Toledo Opera Theater, and the Philadelphia Opera. 

“If it’s a physical effect, that’s what I’m an expert 
in,” said Barbeau, “but I avoid that word because 
there’s always something new to learn.”

 Barbeau is anything but egotistical, encouraging 
this reporter to downplay his credentials and focus 
on “the cool part,” training with the fighters for the 
musical. 

Basic fight training for West Side Story started out 
simple: fighters learned timing techniques, how to 
deliver and react to punches, and how to tell the story 
of a fight. 

“(They) had to combine hand to hand combat 
with martial arts, choreography for the dancing, and 
acting for the story,” Barbeau said. After four hours of 
basic training, fighters could move on to a little more 
difficult sequences. 

“As we got further along we learned combos and 
then put the combos together to make one full fight 
scene,” said junior Clay Monahan, “Then eventually 
we got to the point where we could make our own.” 
The entire prologue was made up of fight scenes 
students made themselves.

This additional training took another six hours, 

Lily Smith
Staff Writer
Lsmith@seaholmhighlander.com

just to make it look believable. There was also a 90 
minute knife fight session, in which Barbeau taught 
the fighters how to hold the knives with a certain 
“flamboyance” from that era, and ½ hour gun safety 
session. 

“Even though you’re putting in all your hours, it’s 
like, it’s what you want to be doing anyway,” said 
Monahan. 

All the hard work seemed to pay off. 
“To make the scene edgy without taking it too far 

is hard to do and they did a great job,” Barbeau said. 
He also said the fighters were appreciative and 

attentive, and that Seaholm has a great facility. 
“Their appreciation for what I have to share 

with them is so great I enjoy that as much as the 
paycheck,” Barbeau said. 

The addition of a stunt coordinator was not the 
only thing that was different this year.

 “It’s a treat for the eyes,” said sophomore Andrea 
Clack, “just because the set is amazing.”

 It took hours of technical skill and hard work by 
the set crew and parents for this year’s set to reach 
such a level of quality and detail. As many may have 
seen on the musical commercial this year, the set was 
huge and reached new heights with details such as 
multi-level buildings and individually painted and 
glued together Styrofoam blocks for the bricks. 

But there are some things that have remained 
over the years. 

“In musical, we’re family,” said junior Kate 
Becker. 

Another thing that has been consistent: the quality 
of the production.

With the exception of a few usual opening night 
glitches, the musical went smoothly- action-packed 
and full of emotion.

 “It’s just a lot of excitement and a lot of 
preparation,” said junior Joel Cortright. 

Added Monahan, “but it’s all worth it.” 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 										All	Photos	Courtesy	of	Kristin	Petry
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   “Knowing” is yet another “end of the 
world” film that captures the highlights 
of the movie in its two-minute-long 
trailer.  Basically, this movie starts with a 
shred of potential, and it completely blew 
up…just like the incineration of Earth at 
the end of this flick.  
   The film begins with a flashback to 
1959 when elementary students are 
asked to place drawings of what they 
think the future will be like into a time 
capsule that will be dug up in fifty years.  
As usual, it is the creepy kid, with the 
unusual name, Lucinda Embry, played 
by Lara Robinson (City Homicide) who 
busily scratches hundreds of seemingly 
meaningless numbers onto her paper, 
covering both sides of the page, while 
she is hearing strange voices that come 
out of nowhere.  
   Flash forward fifty years to the resur-
rection ceremony where the time capsule 
is dug up and the class of Caleb Koestler, 
played by Chandler Canterbury (Powder 
Blue) gets to look through the drawings.  
Unlucky for Caleb, while all of his class-
mates get to ogle over cutesy little draw-
ings of strange-looking machines of the 
“future,” he is the recipient of Lucinda’s 
paper.  John Koestler, played by Nicolas 
Cage (Bangkok Dangerous), Caleb’s fa-
ther, a professor at the Massachusetts In-

stitute of Technology, looks deeper into 
the numbers and discovers a pattern that 
predicts the time, place and number of 
casualties of every global disaster from 
1959 to 2009.  
   As he works his way through the 
puzzle, John realizes that there are three 
events that have yet to occur, and he 
frantically tries to prevent each disaster 
from happening.  It takes two action-
packed catastrophes before John realizes 
that anything he does cannot change the 
future, or prevent the future from hap-
pening, making this movie ultimately 
pointless.
   While John is trying to save the world, 
Caleb is being tracked by a bunch of pale 
superhuman “whisper people” whose 
outward appearance deceives their ac-
tual purpose.  Once John seeks answers 
from Lucinda Embry’s daughter Diana 
Wayland, played by Rose Byrne (Dam-
ages), Caleb befriends Diana’s daughter 
Abby (Lara Robinson) who, like her 
new friend, is also being stalked by the 
whisper folk.  
   At this point, and for the remainder 
of the movie, suspension of disbelief is 
surpassed, and it is no longer possible 
for the creeped-out viewers to overlook 
the clear absurdity of the fact that two 
elementary aged children are okay with 
the fact that these frightening people are 
constantly watching them, whispering to 
them, and telling them that they are the 
“chosen ones.”  
   It seems almost necessary to mention 
the quality parts of the movie, which are 
so few and far between that if you blink 
you might miss them.  The special ef-
fects were for the most part impressive, 
and the action sequences, although hor-
rifying to think about, were pretty capti-
vating.  But the warning stands: the ex-
citement of the special effects do not fill 
the void between the three action scenes, 
nor does it cure the feeling of utter disbe-
lief that ultimately consumes you as you 
watch the ending.
   So say goodbye to the world as we 
know it, and as the credits roll when you 
are walking out of the theater, say good-
bye to the ten dollars you could’ve spent 
on something useful, because this movie 
is sure to go straight to cable within a few 
months.

   It’s hard enough to find love with a 
demanding job. Add the fact that your 
significant other works for a rival intel-
ligence agency, and things get even hard-
er. This is the premise for Tony Gilroy’s 
new comedy Duplicity.
   Julia Roberts plays Claire Stenwick, a 
former CIA agent alongside Clive Owen, 
who plays an ex-MI6 agent named Ray 
Koval. They are hired by a competitive 
CEO, (Paul Giamatti), to spy on his busi-
ness opponent, Tom Wilkinson, who 
supposedly has a revolutionary new 
product.   
   Secretly, Ray and Claire were plotting 
to steal Tully’s new project and sell it, in 
order to have enough money to settle 
down with financial security, so they 
devise a plan as to how they will get the 
money and from what source.
   The one thing standing in their way of 
success is their own paranoia. Through-
out the film, they assume that they are 
being “played” by the other, constantly 
damaging their relationship.
   Roberts goes undercover, working for 

Sarah Belton
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Monsters V. Aliens

   Bust out your air guitar and get ready to 
slap some bass because I Love You, Man 
has arrived as a hilarious, feel-good bro-
duction with a stacked comedic cast.
   Paul Rudd (Friends, 40-Year-Old Vir-
gin), no longer on the back-burner of hit 
films,  plays Peter Klaven, a real estate 
agent who has always been more of a 
‘girlfriend guy.’ Newly engaged and 
desperate for a best man, Klaven feels 
it is necessary to finally learn what best 
friendship truly is. Klaven has always 

gotten along well with women, but when 
it comes to the male species, he has never 
engaged in more than brief interactions 
during fencing practice and a toolish co-
worker. Rudd plays the uneasy Klaven 
with such ease it leaves one feeling that 
perfectly comical sense of awkward-
ness.  
   After going on several unsuccessful 
man-dates, Klaven meets Sydney Fife, 
and his world is turned upside-down. 
Fife, played by Jason Segel (Forgetting 
Sarah Marshall), is the 6 feet-plus guy 
who has still never really grown up. 
Through his teachings of the barbaric 
roots of man, Klaven learns how to let 
loose and relish in the many perks of 
bromance.

   Rashida Jones (The Office) is Zooey, 
Klaven’s likeable, fiancé. Though Zooey 
is the one who initiated Klaven’s hunt for 
a platonic male companion, she begins to 
wonder if her fiancé’s relationship with 
Sydney is becoming more important 
than their love. Jones portrays Zooey as 
the kind of down-to-earth woman every 
man hopes to marry.
   Klaven’s homosexual younger brother 
Robbie is played by Andy Samberg (Sat-
urday Night Live). Robbie, claiming to 
know everything there is to know about 
straight males, attempts to help his broth-
er find a best man. The misadventures 
Klaven goes through via his brother’s 
suggestions elicit the kind of hilarity al-
most everyone can appreciate.

   In this comedy, the front-runners are 
not the only people raking in laughs. 
Zooey’s best friend Denise (Jaime 
Pressly) and her wannabe alpha-male 
husband Barry (Jon Favreau) make a 
great team representing the archetypal 
married couple who fight about anything 
and everything. Hailey (Sara Burns) is 
Zooey’s single (and desperate) friend 
whose attempts at flirting make one feel 
embarrassed for her.
   This reporter can willingly issue a man-
date to see this movie for anyone who 
has a soul and the ability to laugh. Over-
all, I Love You, Man is a heart-warming 
film with a witty twist that is bound to go 
down in comedy history. 

Tully while Owen does the “dirty” work 
back at the private investigation com-
pany where they work.
   Stenwick travels to New York to find 
out more about Tully and his business, 
while Koval flies to Ohio to check out 
the pizza industry. 
   It all starts when they meet in Dubai. 
Stenwick steals plans involving the Brit-
ish military, which causes Koval to be 
suspicious of her motives throughout the 
movie. 
    Duplicity goes back and forth between 
the past and present, which makes it 
sometimes difficult to follow at times. 
At one part, the audience sees Koval and 
Stenwick together in Rome, where they 
plot their accumulation of 40 million 
dollars. Then, the movie flashes forward 
to when Koval and Stenwick discover 
Tully’s main scientist, and go to Vegas to 
interrogate him.
    Though the movie was action packed, 
it carried out too long and got boring eas-
ily. The constant flash backs and lack of 
clarification can baffle even the most at-
tentive of people.

Duplicity

Lauren Markevich
Staff Writer
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   Usually seen in romantic comedies, Re-
ese Witherspoon shines in her role as Susan 
Murphy aka “Ginormica”; a young woman 
who after coming in contact with Quanto-
nium, is turned into a super strength giant 

in the animated comedy Monsters 
vs. Aliens by DreamWorks Ani-
mation. 
   Accompanied by the voices of 
funny men Seth Rogan (Super-
bad), Stephen Colbert (The Col-
bert Report), Rainn Wilson (The 
Office) and Saturday Night alum 
favorite Amy Poehler, this enthu-
siastic cast delivers laughs starting 
from the first few minutes of the 
movie for children to adults alike. 
   When this team of misfit mon-
sters is asked to join together to 
save the Earth from the evil and 
power hungry alien “Gallaxhar” 
and his many clones in order to 
regain their freedom, they quickly 
jump at the chance without hesita-
tion. 
   This includes Susan, who would 
do anything to go back to her 
normal size and finally marry her 
fiancé Derek, even if that means 
forever staying in his shadow and 
coming second to his broadcasting 
career. 
   But when things take an unsus-
pected turn for the worse Susan 

soon realizes that the power she pos-
ses could actually be put into good use. 
This turns her thought process com-
pletely and for the first time starts to 
believe that she can make a difference.  

Though there are still internal struggles 
up ahead for all the monsters, they soon 
become aware that the only way they 
can save Earth is to work together.
   For “The Missing Link” (a half-ape, 
half-fish, voice by Will Arnett) it’s the 
fact that he may not be able to relive the 
glory days and at times his enlarged ego 
stops him from reaching his full potential 
again. While Dr. Cockroach PhD (voice 
by Hugh Laurie) and the use of his ex-
treme intelligence and perseverance 
cannot be easily distorted, his inventions 
usually turn out as failures and he is left 
to be ridiculed and misunderstood. As 
for B.O.B (aka Bicarbonate Ostylezene 
Benzoate, voice by Rogen) he sadly has 
no brain but luckily most of the time this 
doesn’t really seem to faze him. 
   Yet in the end the monsters use each 
of their unique and sometimes bizarre 
talents to battle it out against the attack-
ing alien forces. 
   Mixing childish comedy with subtle 
adult humor, the loveable characters 
of Monsters vs. Aliens with one-liners 
like “Set the terror level to code brown, 
‘cause I need to change my pants,” will 
surely not leave you disappointed at any 
age. 
   PG for crude humor and mild lan-
gauge,1 hr. 34 min., Palladium, Closest 
3-D theater AMC Forum 30 in Sterling 
Heights.

 

Knowing
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Are AP Classes Worth the Stress?
Charlie Filips
Co-Editor in Chief
Cfilips@seaholmhighlander.com

ERNEST W. SEAHOLM 
HIGHLANDER
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Seaholm High School community.
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   With May looming it’s time for 
Seaholm’s upperclassman to start 
thinking about whether or not a year of 
rigorous coursework has fully prepared 
them for the AP exams. A gap period 
created by the trimester, popular classes 
such as AP Psych and Government often 
leave students with 10 weeks away from 
the material.  
   However despite student’s concerns, 
Seaholm scores astonishingly well on 
these exams. According to the Seaholm 
Counseling Office’s official AP report, 
popular excuses such as the trimester 
gap or inconsistent instruction haven’t 
negatively affected Seaholm’s test 
results. 
   “I am taking the test (AP Government) 
to get some credit,” said senior Will Kane. 
“There is a gap in trimesters but I already 
had the same problem with Psych and I 
did well so I am hoping it will work out 
again. I haven’t looked into the specifics 
of credit but I think colleges want it and I 
just know taking the tests will help.”
   In 2007 during the pre trimester era, out 
of the 434 tests taken by 277 students 83 
percent of those tests received a score of a 
3 or better. In 2008 more tests were taken 
by a higher number of students, and the 
percent of those attaining a three only 
dropped one percent, to 82%. 
   However, AP Government teacher Scott 
Craig isn’t as optimistic when it comes 
to whether or not Seaholm students can 
overcome a trimester gap.
   “You’re 
going to 
have worse 
scores,” said 
Craig. “I’d 
say on the 
five point 
scale you’re 
going to 
have scores 
that are at 
least a half a 
point lower. Last year the average score 
was a 3.1 for the AP Government and 
in some cases that is good enough to get 
the credit, but for some people who score 
twos, it’s a complete waste of money to 
take the test.”
   Universities such as Michigan State, 
Wisconsin, Michigan and Miami Ohio 
all have distinct AP credit distribution 
policies listed on their web-sites. For 
example, Wisconsin allocates 3 credit 

hours for a score of a four or five on the AP 
Government and Politics exam, where as 
the University of Michigan gives 4 credit 
hours for a 5. (Editor’s note: for direct links 
to these school’s AP Credit Policy go to our 
website at www.seaholmhighlander.com) 
   “I took AP French and AP calc senior 
year,” said Seaholm Alumni and current 
Michigan student Caitlin McMillan. “I only 
took the test for Calc, but Michigan doesn’t 
like AP credit from high school, they 
recommend 
that you take 
calculus or 
l anguage 
classes at the 
university 
because the 
experience is 
different and 
the material 
is more in 
depth. I 
went into my freshman year and tested out 
of two semesters of French and decided 
to just take the last two semesters that my 
degree required.” 
   The resounding message found throughout 
these web-sites is that a four and five usually 
dictate credit, and a three is usually open to 
interpretation based on previous university 
standards. Even though there’s a perception 
that highly touted universities such as 
Michigan discourage that successful AP 
exams be translated into an individual’s 
college credit, there are many advantages 
to seizing the opportunity provided by the 
AP Exams. 
   Regardless of success, there are still 

a number 
of students 
hesitant to take 
the AP exam 
based upon 
a perception 
of imminent 
failure.
   “Whether I 
take an AP test 
or not depends 
on the teaching,” 

explains senior Jon Murray. “A well taught 
class will equal a taken AP exam and based 
on this I will be taking the AP Western Lit 
exam and not the AP Gov exam.”
   Senior Allison Squatrito is also not taking 
the AP Government exam, however 
her concern resides within the prudence 
of taking the exam for college credit as 
opposed to whether or not the material was 
well taught. 

   “The reason I don’t want to take the test is 
that I don’t think I’m going to get a 5,” said 
Squatrito, a future University of Michigan 
student. “Michigan only takes fives so it’s 
a complete waste of money.”
   These perceptions are refuted by experts 
in the college realm who insist that the 
advantages of taking AP tests and scoring 
well greatly outweigh the risk of failure.
   “The advantage for a student and his/her 
parents would be that these are two courses 

that he/she 
would not need 
to take in college 
thus saving 
money,” said 
Lili Kivisto, an 
Undergraduate 
and Graduate 
A c a d e m i c 
Coordinator 
in the Political 
S c i e n c e 

Department at the University of Michigan 
in an e-mail. “We have not done any 
systematic studies but it seems from our 
experience over 15 years that students who 
come in with AP credits for these pre-
requisites at a 4 level or above do as well as 
those who take these classes at Michigan 
if they decide to continue on for a political 
science Bachelor of Arts degree.”
   Seaholm counselor Walt Romano echoes 
Kivisto’s advantageous attitude towards 
the AP exams.
   “There are a lot of colleges who take the 
credit on the exam and you can place out 
that subject in college,” said Romano. “A 
student could place into the next level up 
and have a head start, it’s also a big deal for 
admissions, if a junior takes an exam and 
does well it may play into a university’s 
decision. 
   If a student eventually decides against 
taking the AP exam, the rigorous course 
load an AP class can provide serves as 
an unparalleled preparation for College 
academia.
   “I think that I definitely gained a good 
base of knowledge from both of these 
classes and was able to remember a lot 
of useful concepts that I could apply to 
my classes at Michigan,” said McMillian. 
“The Ap classes were good college prep 
classes, and I would definitely recommend 
any student take the class regardless of 
whether or not they want to take the test.” 

   At the Detroit Red Wings High School 
Journalist Day event, I learned that 
pursuing and maintaining career sports 
journalism as a female requires extra 
work and the ability to persevere through 
the difficulties that come with the job. 
   “As a 
female, I 
will say to 
you female 
journalists 
and TV/radio 
hopefuls out 
there; you 
will have to 
do more to 
earn a little 
bit more 
respect,” said 
Fox 2 News sports reporter Jennifer 
Hammond.
   As a female, and the sports editor of 
The Highlander, I couldn’t agree more. 
Hammond told student journalists that in 
journalism, as with any occupation, it is 
more difficult for women to get their start 
than for men. 
   She explained that her early mentors 
would tell her to not think so much about 
being a woman, and to focus more on the 
quality of her writing. 
   The advice offered by Hammond led 
me to think more about the challenges 
women in journalism face, and how to 
overcome them.
   When there are so many other obstacles 
to overcome in journalism – including 
making deadline, cultivating sources and 
finding the truth – it is difficult to have to 
deal with people who will not take you 
seriously because you are a woman. 
   In sports journalism, however, the 
problem only seems to be magnified. 
Gender discriminatory comments are 
made without thinking by people who 
are under the spotlight of the media that 
show the real views on equality of some 
prominent sports figures. 
   In January of this year, just after the 
NFL Senior Bowl in Atlanta, Georgia, 
Chicago Bears defensive coordinator 
Rod Marinelli brushed off the media with 
a quick “Goodbye, ladies,” and continued 
walking by the group of reporters looking 

for a comment about his then 
recent firing from the Detroit 
Lions.
   The Association for Women 
in Sports Media expressed 
concern and Marinelli 
apologized. 

   Although the apology was necessary 
and Marinelli’s statement does not reflect 
all of the views of those employed by the 
NFL, a comment like this shows the 
elements of the NFL are not ‘gender 

blind’.
   While what 
Marinelli said 
appeared to 
not have been 
given much 
thought, it 
showed his 
true feelings 
about women 
in sports 
journalism, 
and that their 

interviews or questions are not of any 
value. 
   This mindset makes it difficult for the 
women covering this sport to feel as 
though they will be treated seriously.
   In sports that are dominated by men, 
such as football and hockey, it is difficult 
to get past the ‘boy’s club’ mentality. But 
even in sports that are very popular for 
women to participate in, comments are 
made that show that our society still isn’t 
ready for a woman to be treated as a 
man’s equal.
   In women’s NCAA basketball, hurtful 
and ignorant comments are made, such 

as those made by Don Imus two years 
ago toward the Rutgers’ women’s 
basketball team. It just goes to show 
that anywhere, anytime, no matter how 
deserving, hurtful comments toward 
women are made, and you have to 
persevere through them.
   While hurtful comments made to 
women in sports are difficult to receive, 
they can fuel the competitive fire within 
women to succeed in spite of all of the 
doubters. 
   In sports journalism, female reporters 
have a lot to keep in mind. You have to 
maintain a professional attitude and a 
strong will throughout all of the difficult 
challenges that come your way.
   Hammond, the only female sports 
reporter present at the Red Wing’s High 
School Journalism day, offered wisdom 
to the aspiring sports journalist who 
happens to be female.
   “There will always be people who will 
look at the outside rather than the inside,” 
said Hammond.
   It is important to keep in mind that 
although female sports writers are not the 
norm in our society, the ideas and stories 
that they tell can be just as good, or just 
as bad as those written by male sports 
writers. 
   I know that there are stereotypes and 
stigmas out there that stand in the way 
of female sports journalists, but I believe 
that with hard work, determination, and 
a growing interest in this area shown 
by the female population, in the future, 
sports journalism will be one of the most 
popular areas of journalism for women.

Overcoming the Man Advantage
One Woman’s Challenge to Break Through Gender 

“When there are so 
many other obstacles to 
overcome in journalism...
it is difficult to deal with 
people who will not take 
you seriously because 
you’re a woman.”

“...but for some people 
who score twos, it’s a 
complete waste of money 
to take test.”

-Scott Craig
AP Government Teacher

“The reason I don’t want 
to take the test is that I 
don’t think I’m going to 
get a 5.”

-Allison Squatrito
Seaholm Senior

Stereotypes and Cover Sports
Mari Manoogian
Sports Editor
Mmanoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

After initial predictions showed 2.3 
million dollars in federally allocated 
funds headed to the Birmingham Public 
School district, it’s become apparent 
that BPS could be effectively regulated 
and budgeted out of the much needed 
money. 

Even though one may assume the 
apparent affluence of the BPS would 
negate the impetus for the allocated 
funding, the BPS’s costs have consistently 
exceeded revenues, which are expected 

to contribute to an accumulated deficit of 
13 million dollars by 2012-2013. 

The initially predicted allocation of 
$2.3 million to the district could have 
filled budget holes and alleviated the 
pressure to make immediate cuts; thus 
saving staff and allowing the successful 
continuation of various academic 
programs- even if just for one year- that 
make BPS nationally recognized for its 
academic achievement. 

Although the Federal Government set 
aside 44 billion dollars to be distributed 
for national educational purposes, 
strict federal regulations have made it 
extremely difficult for Birmingham to get 
its hands on needed money. The Federal 
government gives money to the State of 
Michigan’s Senate Fiscal agency, who 
decides what districts are most deserving 
of funds and to what purposes these 
funds are meant to be used. 

The irony here is the goal of the 
government’s funding allocation seeks 

to help school districts keep teachers and 
maintain programs. Yet the power of the 
purse lies in the hands of the distributing 
government, and not in the hands of 
the educators who are more aware of 
specific fiscal needs.

And that’s the problem.
The power to spend should lie in the 

hands of the educators, specifically the 
BPS, which is certainly more aware of 
its individual needs as opposed to the 
federal or state governments. 

We’re not saying the federal and state 

government is off base in allocating 
funds, rather that with so much on its 
plate it’s impossible to be keen to the 
interests of individual districts, so let 
the districts decide how money is to be 
spent. 

Given that the district’s deficit is 
constantly growing 3 million dollars 
annually, but that relief is necessary 
for Birmingham to keep its acclaimed 
reputation.

This funding would serve as a lifeline 
to allow programs such as special 

education and school improvement to 
continue to flourish, but without the 
money it seems that cuts on staff and 
programs are imminent.  

Since the allocated money hasn’t 
been spent, call us optimists, but we still 
think there is time to put it towards the 
right programs.  We just hope the policy 
makers come to their senses before it’s 
too late.

Highlander Editorial

Left Wanting:
Regulations, state budget wrong to keep funds from BPS
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Pack scores 1,000th 
point:
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Ben Lewis finishes 
Seaholm career strong: 
Page 10

Boys Lacrosse:
Page 11

Two-time Champ BU Lax 
Begins Title(s) Defense
Conner Pavone
Staff Writer
CPavone@seaholmhighlander.com

   The field is the only escape from the high expec-
tations that surround the Birmingham Girls La-
crosse team. With two state championships in the 
past two years, the girls are again expected to be a 
powerhouse in high school Division 1 Lacrosse. 
   With an exciting start to the season, the team 
is 7-1, with victories over 
Ann Arbor Huron and 
Grosse Pointe South, 
including scrimmages 
and tournaments. Their 
only loss has been to 
Ann Arbor Pioneer by 
2. Paced by leading scor-
ers Brooke MacGregor, 
Carly Signorello, and 
Kate Murray, the team 
was able to overcome the 
loss of three of the team’s 
best players.
   During the first few 
games, seniors Zoe 
Smith, Rachel Miller and 
Nancy Miner were ineli-
gible, but now that they 
are back, the team looks 
to make another run for 
the state title. 
   “We’re hoping to have a 
three-peat this year,” said 
Smith, a captain. “The 
team has been playing re-
ally well without the sus-
pended players. The fact 
that we have won all of 
our games so far without 
some of our strong play-
ers really reassures us of 
how good we’re going to 
be this season.” 
   Their brief absence 
wasn’t the only setback 
the team has had to over-
come. With the loss of 
nine graduated seniors, 
this year’s senior class 
sees this season as an op-
portunity to prove them-
selves.
   “It’s definitely a big 

Senior Susie Plaggemars (16) and junior Micaela Acomb (24) go after the ball in an early season 
lacrosse team.  The girls are 7-1 on the season including scrimmages and tournament play. 
               Photo by: Lindsay Boeckl

change,” said Smith. “The biggest loss from the 
seniors is the defense and the communication on 
the field, but we’re getting more and more used 
to it.”
   As the team works to adapt to the changes, they 
are also working very hard to bridge the gap be-
tween seniors, juniors, and underclassmen. 
    “All the seniors have a lot of experience playing 
on varsity which will help out the younger play-
ers,” said senior Julia Carnovale. “We all want to 
win states again because we know what an ac-

complishment it is, so that will help motivate the 
team.”
   Another adjustment has been finding the right 
team chemistry between teammates.
    “We don’t have any more drama than any other 
team,” said Captain Smith. “Of course we’re gon-
na (sic) have some arguments, but overall, we get 
along real well.”
   After a three week layoff, the team returns to ac-
tion April 20th, as the girl’s faceoff against Cran-
brook Kingswood. 

   Spring has sprung, and so has the final season of 
Maple athletics for the school year.
   The baseball team will be looking to rebound 
from a sub-par 16-19 record last spring, but still 
posted a respectable winning of 5-4 in OAA 
games.
   Plagued by a barrage of early season struggles, 
including four seniors packing their bags for the 
season, the lack of experience may have cost the 
Maples in tight, hard-fought early season losses to 
Utica, Royal Oak, and Shrine.
    Junior Bill Getschman, while noticing the im-
pact, will not be making any excuses.
   “I mean, obviously we didn’t want anyone one 
to quit, but after they did, we just tried to keep 
working hard and focus on the team that we do 
have.”
   Well, baseball season is starting again, and there 
is already a noticeable absence from the roster, se-
nior Dan Meredith.
   Meredith, who was the team MVP last year, 
elected to play on the varsity golf team this spring 
instead of lacing up his cleats for another season 
the diamond.
   The date worth noticing on the schedule is 
Tuesday, April 14, when juggernaut Brother Rice 
comes to Maple Field for a double header.
   This double header will be a great indicator of 
whether or not this team has what it takes to hang 
with some of the best competition that Michigan 
has to offer.
   The girl’s tennis team will be eyeing a high fin-
ish at States, coming off a top-4 finish just a year 
ago.
   Girls Coach Keith Bernacki believes he has a 
gifted team despite some inexperience.
   “I think this team is extremely talented,” said 
Bernacki. “That being said, we also have six 
freshmen this year, so there will be some adjust-
ment for our younger players in competing at this 
level. Most importantly it will be about getting 
the girls to really buy into what we are teaching 
at practice.”
   The boys lacrosse team started their season with 
a 14-3 shellacking of Clarkston.
   Matt Roden was the star of the game, finding the 
back of the net four times, while Michael Smock 
nipped at Roden’s heels with three goals of his 
own of his own.
   Unfortunately, Jeff Martin’s team was unable to 
sustain ant momentum from the win, following 
up the Clarkston game with a 12-11 loss to U of D 
Jesuit and a 10-6 defeat at the hands off Catholic 
Central.
   Matt Roden, who scored four goals against 
Clarkston and three against U of D Jesuit, believes 
in his team.
   “We have a really talented team,” said Roden. “I 
think we could go really far and have a chance of 
winning states, which would be sweet if we did.”
   With a talented young team they will be looking 
to build on their daunting reputation this Spring, 
but with a pair of early season losses, they will 
have their work cut out for them.
   And last but certainly not least are the two-time 
defending state champions, Jen Dunbar’s Bir-
mingham Unified Girls Lacrosse team.
   With a target on their backs, the Maples opened 
the season by routing the visiting River Rats from 
Huron high with a 14-4 victory.
   Unable to complete an Ann Arbor sweep, BU 
suffered a 14-12 loss at the hands off Ann Arbor 
Pioneer.
   This spring will be an exciting season, and I will 
do my best to capture that in my column, but I 
need your help.
   If you have any questions, concerns, or 
ideas for the column, feel free to blast 
an e-mail to DFore-
man@seaholmhigh-
lander.com, and I 
promise to respond 
in my next col-
umn.

Senior 
Brooke 
Mac-
Gregor 
handles 
the ball 
in a girls 
lacrosse game.    
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Foreman’s Corner

Spring Sports 
Preview Edition
David Foreman
Sports Columnist
DForeman@seaholmhighlander.
com

Sports Briefs
Girls Varsity Water Polo
Record: 1-3
OAA Division Record: 0-0
Next game: 4/15 Troy High School
Top Performers:

Girls Lacrosse
Record: 1-1
Division Record: 1-1
Next Game: 4/20 Sacred Heart
Top Performers: Carly Signorello, 
Kate Murray, Julie Carnovale, Brooke 
Macgregor

Boys Lacrosse
Record: 1-2
Conference Record: 0-1
Next Game: 4/15 Troy High School
Top Performers: Michael Smock, 
Scott Drummond, Brent Prior

Boys Golf
First Match:  4/15 Hazel Park
Top Performers: J.C. Wilhelm, Brad 
White, Chris Milliken, Cole Frederick

Boys Baseball
Record: 0-0
OAA record: 0-0
Next Game: 4/14 Brother Rice
Top Performers: Tyler Haggerson, 
Ryan Miner, Jon Murray, Brian O’ 
Connor
Player Quote:  “We got a great group 
of guys this year and I’m looking 
forward to winning some ball games,” 
Keith Otterbein

Girls Soccer
Record: 0-1
OAA Record: 0-1
Next Game: 4/14 Clarkston
Top Performers: Haley Silver, Eden 
Cooney, Rachel Reem, Hallie Taylor

Girls Varsity Tennis
Next Match: 4/14 Troy High
Top Performers: Ashley Roth, Katie 
Frazier, Chelsea Donlin

   Every year, the end of the winter sports season 
marks the turning point of the annual schedule. 
   The bulk of the school year has been completed, 
it’s beginning to slowly warm up after a dreary 
winter, and for seniors, spring break, prom, and 
graduation feel as if they are only moments away. 
   As we attempt to rush into to the spring and sum-
mer let us pause for a moment and reminisce on 
these last few months.
   In 2008-09 we were extremely fortunate to wit-
ness one of the most successful overall Seaholm 
sports seasons in the history of the school.
   The boys’ basketball team as usual, and this year 
deservedly so, stole the spotlight with a run to the 
district championship game only to fall short to 
Pontiac Northern.
   This was a game that you didn’t want to end; 
a game that was more than intense from whistle 
to whistle, and a game that brought out the best 
in both sides. Either team could’ve easily walked 
away victorious and no one would’ve been sur-
prised, but in the end someone had to win.
   A game like this, in terms of intensity, pressure, 
and emotion can be classified as one of the great 
sporting events that Seaholm has ever partaken 
in.
   The Seaholm players gave everything they had 
and represented our school better than anyone 
could’ve asked for. We as members of this school 
should be more than thankful for the job they did. 
   Looking back, this season was filled with great 
moments and successful teams in places other 
than on the hardwood.
   The varsity hockey team took home a surprise 
district title with a 4-1 victory over Troy Athens, 
while senior wrestler Mike Steltenkamp qualified 
for the Division 2 state meet and tied the Seaholm 
record for career wins.

Winter Sports Wrap-Up: 
Season of Success
David Guenther
Sports Writer
DGuenther@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Boys Swimming & Diving team took 6th 
place overall in the Division 2 championships, 
with strong contributions from junior Alex Wood 
and sophomore Nick Wyllie.
   The Birmingham Unified Gymnastics team took 
3rd at the OAA League meet, while Andriana Ve-
tor of the Birmingham Unified Skating team is the 
state champion in Pre-Gold dance.
   On the slopes both the men’s and women’s ski 
teams took 2nd place at the regional meet, while 
the teams took 2nd and 1st respectively at their 
league meets.
   Adam Fenton, Mitch Kessel, Jeremy Altman, 
and Ryan Miner all signed on to play football at 
the next level.
   The efforts of the teams and their players were 
exceptional and represented everything that 
Seaholm intends to stand for.
   The stereotype exists that Birmingham kids don’t 
support their sports teams 
and don’t care because 
they have “better” things 
to do. Well, the 100+ stu-
dents that made the trip 
to Andover attempted to 
change popular opinion 
as they did everything in 
their power to help their 
team achieve success.
   It was a great feeling 
to witness the students 
support the team and get 
behind their classmates in 
the manner in which they 
did.
   Often times we find 
ourselves in the midst of 
harsh condemnation and 
criticism from parents, 
students, onlookers trash-
ing the coaches, players, 
athletic department.
   Because of this negativ-

ity, students begin to expect failure; it becomes un-
usual to expect people to attend events in support 
of the teams.
   Regardless of the level of optimism though, let’s 
be realistic, a team needs some level of success in 
order to drown out the negativity.
   This year boasted an unprecedented combina-
tion of both success and support that lead to one of 
the most memorable athletic seasons in Seaholm 
history.
   As a student, a fan, a writer, and most impor-
tantly a supporter, it was a privilege to witness a 
sports season of this stature here at Seaholm, and 
I can only hope that the efforts of the senior class, 
both players and fans alike, have, even if it’s in the 
slightest bit, permanently changed the culture here 
at Seaholm, moving forward in the right direction 
for the years that lie ahead.

Senior guard Chris Mackenzie attempts to make a pass 
around a Groves defender.   Photo By: Susie Plaggemars
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   Saving money is of utmost importance, but there is a caveat. 
Because of the current recession, and the fact that it just keeps 
getting worse for the district with no foreseeable end in sight, 
there is a good chance that transportation is ended all together.
   “It won’t be this year and probably won’t happen next year, 
but because things don’t look like they’ll improve any time 
soon, we’ll probably get to the point where we have to cut trans-
portation,” Frank said.
   Birmingham has been highly privileged in regards to student-
athlete transportation.
   “It’s been a luxury,” Frank said. “We’ve been fortunate, but 
we can do without it.”
   Some Seaholm students, on the other hand, consider trans-
portation vital.
   “Having no busses is silly,” senior Anthony Nazzaro said. “If 
it’s a game right after school, freshman aren’t going to be able 
to get there. I think busses are a necessity.”
   Some underclassmen, or even upperclassmen without their 
own motor vehicles, whose parents don’t show up to a game 
could be left without a ride back.
   “If you take away busses, it’s illogical to expect all children 
will be able to find a ride,” senior Nash Clark said. “What about 
those whose parents work full time? So yeah, I would imagine 
a lot of kids wouldn’t be able to play the sport of their choice 
for that reason.”
   The potential halting of transportation for the students doesn’t 
worry Frank, who’s adamant that student-athletic participation 
will not notice any sort of decline.
   “We don’t expect participation to decrease at all,” Frank 
said. “Students will find a way to get to games and how to get 
back.”
   Cutting costs through equipment and personnel salaries takes 
a backseat to the transportation aspect. Nonetheless, it is im-
perative to the department.
   “We’ll have to decrease the pay for some personnel workers,” 
Frank said. “It’ll save us money.”
   Personnel workers include the individuals who are employed 
by the department over the year. The workers who could very 
well see a shrinkage in pay include scorekeepers and the admis-
sions staff. Those not mentioned as included the athletic training 
staff and the coaches.
   The athletic department isn’t without supplemental means 
of aid, though. The booster programs are of dire importance. 
Through their fund raising efforts, they provide luxuries that the 
many sports have been accustomed to and privileged with each 
year.
   “They help to provide addition funds for coaches, set ban-
quets, pasta parties, provide warm-up suits,” said Frank. “We in 
the department just don’t have the resources to do that.”

ATHLETIC 
BUDGET

  After four years and one of the most up-and-down careers of 
any athlete in Seaholm history, Ben Lewis broke out Friday, 
March 13th, and he did it when his team needed him most.
   Unable to get much going offensively in their district title 
game against Pontiac Northern, Lewis scrapped his way to a 
career-high 17 points (he averaged around 3 PPG on the sea-
son) and harassed Husky ball handlers 94 feet at a time. 
   For Lewis, the district championship was a culmination of ev-
erything he had to endure throughout his career: expectations, 
inconsistency, and just plain old bad luck.
   Lewis had struggled at the beginning of the season and missed 
the first three games after being ill and unable to play or prac-
tice, but eventually made his way back into the starting line-up.
   “The back injury really affected him early,” said teammate se-
nior Daniel Meredith, “[he] started to get back into it and played 
well over the last stretch of the season.”
   As the season advanced, Lewis slowly started to reassert 
himself as the Maples floor general and leader defensively. He 
scored the game-sealing lay-up in a crucial home victory against 
Farmington Hills Harrison and had been crucial in Seaholm’s 
second round playoff victory against Pontiac Central; picking 
apart their full-court press the entire game.
   Lewis continued to elevate his play against Northern and was 
vital in Seaholm’s attack. 
   “He played great in the last game,” said Meredith “We 
wouldn’t have been in it without him.”
   His ability to beat the Husky press was the reason for Seaholm’s 
early lead and his offensive prowess in the last four minutes was 
one of the, if not the, main factor in Seaholm cutting the Husky 
lead to as low as one.
   The athletic career of Ben Lewis is one of the more interesting 
in recent years of Seaholm sports. 
   After a highly-touted middle school career, Lewis earned a 
varsity letter his freshmen year on a team that went 4-18 under 
former coach Keith Hart. 
   “Freshman year was really tough,” said Lewis. “We really 
struggled and it was really tough.”
   After being demoted to the junior varsity for his sophomore 
year, Lewis began to turn it around. 
   The JV squad went 18-2 under current varsity coach Jose 
Andrades and order was restored when Lewis returned to the 
varsity level his junior year.
   Although many kids wouldn’t have been able to handle the 
disappointment of this ordeal, Lewis handled it like the leader 

Senior Ben Lewis attempts to make a pass against Pontiac Northern in the District Final. 
                  Photo by: Lindsay Boeckl

David Guenther
Sports Writer
DGuenther@seaholmhighlander.com

Lewis Finishes Seaholm Basketball 
Career Strong in District Final Loss
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of a team should and his play against Pontiac Northern was well 
deserved, displaying his toughness, dedication, and resilience.
   “It was tough at first,, but I kept at it and kept working and ev-
erything kind of came together in that last game,”said Lewis.



   As the Maples Varsity basketball team prepared to secure its 
21st win and more importantly a District Championship against 
Pontiac Northern earlier this month, junior forward Richaud 
Pack was also gunning for his 1,000th career point.  What most 
do not know is Pack suffered from a knee injury just days be-
fore the big game.  
   Usually loosely focused Pack brings a unique, almost humor-
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ous enthusiasm to the game seemed a changed young man that 
night.  
   “Something seemed different,” said senior point guard Brian 
Bjerke.  “Not bad necessarily.  Just different.”
   Walking into the gym a half hour prior to the game, the in-
tensity was evident.  Pack was all alone on the court, draining 
three-point shot after three point shot, his face resting at an emo-
tionless state as he drained one more and walked into the locker 
room.
    “I wasn’t thinking about the number 1,000” said Pack.  “The 
only number that mattered to me was 21, the number of wins 
we were going for.”

   During the game, Pack seemed 
more in-the-zone than he had all 
season.  There were no smiles on 
the court that night.  After putting 
in the milestone points, there were 
no fist pumps, or hand pounds, 
just a selfless individual sprinting 
back on defense.  
    “He’s changed dramatically 
since last season,” said junior 
center Jack Quigley.  “Last year it 
seemed as if scoring was his main 
priority.  This season he’s stepped 
up in every aspect of the game in-
cluding his ability to be a leader.”
   Though Pack’s sacrificial ef-
forts that night were arguably his 
best of the season, the Maples 
lost the Championship game in a 
heartbreaker to the Huskies.  Pack 
hadn’t realized the true milestone 
he had achieved until the utter 
pain of the loss temporarily disap-
peared.
    “To be honest with you, I had 
no idea I had scored the 1,000 till 
late that night when I was able to 
gather my thoughts” said Pack.  
“It didn’t matter as much then but 
looking back on it I’m kind of in 
shock.”
   A few days later Pack was clearly 
back to his old self, joking around, 
a permanent smile now engraved 
on his face.
    “I only need to average ten points 
a game next season to be the all 
time leading scorer in school his-
tory” said Pack.
   The record is currently held by Maple graduate Drew Hayes 
who put up 1,223 points in his career. The fact that Pack is a 
mere 200 points away from reaching such a feat is impressive 
in its own right but the fact he is that close with a full season still 
to play is almost unthinkable.
   With his ability and jaw-dropping statistics it’s not surpris-
ing that Pack is getting serious looks from Division I programs.  
According to Pack, he is receiving weekly and sometimes daily 
letters from schools like Lehigh, Wright State, Central Michi-
gan and Buffalo.
    “I’ve been here over 20 years” said long time athletic trainer 
Bill Watson “and he’s one of, if not the best forward I’ve seen 
come through here.  He gets so much mail from Division I 
teams I’m thinking of setting him up a mailbox in my office so 
I don’t have to keep giving it to him.”      

Ryan Miner
Staff Writer
RMiner@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior Richaud Pack plays in his 1000th point game.  Pack is currently second on the all time scor-
ers list behind Drew Hayes.                            Photo By: Lindsay Boeckl

Richaud Pack Scores 1,000th 
Point in District Final Loss

Pack drains a three pointer in the District Final against Pontiac 
Northern.  Pack is recieving countless letters of recruitment from 
Division I schools for the 2011-2012 season.
                      Photo by: Lindsay Boeckl

Boys Lacrosse Aims to 
Overcome Tough Schedule

   The prevailing attitude for the men’s lacrosse 
team is to overcome the rigorous schedule they 
have this year.
   “We have the hardest schedule in the state this 

Lindsey Mandich
Staff Writer
LMandich@seaholmhighlander.com

season,” said senior defender Tommy Stacy. 
“We are also the best public school team in the 
state, so beating other schools like Clarkston, 
Troy High, Troy Athens and Ann Arbor Pioneer 
is a must.”
   Athletic director Aaron Frank echoes Stacy’s 
fortuitous tone towards the season. 
    “The Lacrosse team has a difficult schedule 
every year,” said Frank. “We’re in a very difficult 

A Birmingham Lacrosse player protects the ball from the oppo-
nent in an early season game.   The team faces a more 
difficult schedule this season, with a big home game coming in 
May against Ann Arbor Pioneer.      
                                                          Photo By: Celia Nelson

division. It’s a good 
thing though because it 
only makes our players 
stronger.” 
   Although the Seaholm 
Boys varsity lacrosse 
team has a hard schedule 
for this season and lost 
eleven seniors last year, 
including John Picue and 
Trevor Stapleton who 
both went to college to 
play the sport, coaches 
and teammates remain 
optimistic about the 
future. 
   “After graduating a 
very large senior class 
last year, we have only 
one returning starter for 
this season, midfielder 
Brent Prior,” said Coach 
Jeff Martin.  “With 
all the new faces, our 
biggest challenge is 
getting everyone to play 
together and to trust 
each other.  We have 6 
Seniors, 16 Juniors, and 
3 Sophomors in 2009.  
So far everyone has 
stepped up pretty well 
and we’re getting better 
every day.”
   Senior captain Michael 
Smock can attest to the 
hard work being put in 
for what hopes to be a 
promising season. 
   “We have been putting in the extra time 
to prepare, like 6 am practices and Saturday 
practices, and it will pay off”, said senior attacker 
Michael Smock. “We have an extremely small 
team, but things are looking good”. 
   The team is led by captains Scott Drummond, 
Charlie Kelly, Michael Smock and Tommy 
Stacy. The offensive is dominated by leading 
scorers Matt Roden and midfielder Brent Prior, 

while junior Adam Mondry proves a major 
obstacle to opponents while goaltending.
   “Our goal is to beat Brother Rice and they were 
ranked number one in the nation last year,” said 
captain Tom Stacy. “We also are striving to be 
the Midwest Champions and to win the state 
championship game.”
   So far, the team has won one game (Clarkston, 
14-3), lost to Catholic Central (6-10) and suffered 

A Brimingham Lacrosse player looks to advance the ball up the field.  
                                 Photo By: Celia Nelson

a heartbreaking loss to U of D when a goal at 
the buzzer by Scott Drummond was disallowed, 
making the final score 12-11.
   Perhaps one of the biggest home games this 
year is the May 12th Ann Arbor Pioneer game. 
   “We lost to them last year in the regional finals 
game,” said Frank. “This year, I’d like to see our 
team come back and beat them.”
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The boys track will have a tough time repeating as league 
champs this season. With the loss of six key seniors, the bulk of 
the points are gone. Multiple runners will have to step into new 
roles for the boys team to contend this season.
   The main schools that the boys team will have to contend with 
are Stoney Creek and Groves. Their first meet is against their 
arch rival Groves on March 31st, which will truly show how 
talented the Maples squad is this year.
   “I always get psyched for a meet against Groves,” junior Jim-
my Feiten said. “A loss to the Falcons is just unacceptable.”
   The boys squad has a young sprinting team that have really 
struggled to keep up in previous years. The long distance is the 
strong point for the boys track team, but the middle distance 
will need improvement with the loss of multiple seniors gradu-
ating. 
   With Ted Howard, Dave Barton, Michael Bender, Max 
Klindt, Justin Johnson, and Jack Rockiki all graduating, fresh-
man phenoms Zach Demko and Jack Howard will be relied on 
to make an impact right off the bat.
   The captains for the boys track are seniors Will Kane and 
Ryan Schloff. The two of them will be called upon to lead the 
team and prepare the boys for each meet. 
   “The captains are out there to set an example,” said Kane.
   There are mixed emotions when it comes to expectations for 
this season. Junior Ryan Petry feels that their chances at win-

ning leagues aren’t nearly as good as they were last year.
   “I think we will be decent, but not as good as last year,” said 
Petry. “Winning the leagues will be quite a stretch for us.”
   On the other hand, senior captain Will Kane is still setting the 
bar high even with the loss of so many key contributors.
   “I would like to win the league,” said Kane. “It would be so 
nice to repeat.”
   Training on the boys track team differs from each type of dis-
tance. Sprinters do shorter intervals and practice leg speed. 
   Distance runners go on the road for a long run twice a week, 
and also do long distance intervals on the track.
The training is tough for junior Nick Hill, but he knows that the 
tough training will show in his times during the meets.
   “The practices make me feel miserable, but they help me out 
in the long run,” said Hill.

Division Change Makes Track 
Team Hopeful About Season
Nick Naski
Sports Writer
NNaski@seaholmhighlander.com

Junior Kathryn Watts warms up before the March 31st meet against 
Groves.  The girls track team moved down to Division II this season, and 
is expected to do well.                 Photo By: Celia Nelson

   The Varsity Girls Soccer team kicked off their 2009 season 
with a bang, last Tuesday with a 2-0 win over Ferndale.  The 
Maples capitalized quickly with a goal from senior forward 
Eden Cooney early in the first half and another only minutes 
later by junior midfielder Hailey Taylor.   
   “We played pretty well in the first half” explained senior 
captain Haley Silver, “but in the second half we didn’t really 
play well, we didn’t hold onto the ball very well” 
   “We were very happy that it was 2-0,” assistant coach Ron 
Notarainni explains, “it was the first game of the season and 
you always have to work out some kinks.”
   The Maples next game, just two days later, was against the 
very competitive Stoney Creek Cougars which ended in a 1-1 
tie.  
   Eden Cooney scored late in the first half, but the Cougars came 
back aggressive in the second half and scored seven minutes in, 
but the Cougars continued to attack until the final whistle.  
   With 15 minutes left Stoney Creek was barely denied a goal 
when senior goaltender Julia Rivera made an improbable save.
   “It was a very aggressive game, but we held our own against a 
really good team,” Junior midfielder Bridget Laverty explains
   “Both teams played very physically,” Notarainni told the 
Highlander. “We had four injuries.” 
   Injuries included a back injury to Bridget Laverty, three ankle 
injuries, and a concussion to junior Aidan Keenan, who landed 
on her head after her legs were taken out from her when she 
went to head the ball.
   The Maples are off to much stronger start than last year after 
having a less than perfect season.
   “We didn’t do as well as we we’re supposed to,” said senior 
captain Jackie Wojewoda.
   The team finished last season with a 5-8-5 record, 
losing to cross town rival Lahser in the District Playoffs.   
   “We didn’t work very well as a team,” said senior defender 
Lizzie Grobbel. “We’re supposed to do better this year.”
   The girls’ soccer team has many positive things going for 
them this year. First, they only lost three seniors last year; Afton 
Delvecchio, Danielle Mueller, and Leeann Laverty.
   “Afton was hurt most of last season too,” said Wojewoda.
   Although they only lost three players, the varsity team now 
has about 20 players.
   “[The team is] much larger than previous years,” Wojewoda 
added.

   The new additions include Eden Cooney, who scored the 
first goal of the season, and freshman Julie Naski, who is the 
younger brother of Nick Naski, one of the top players on the 
boys soccer team.
   Although the Maples have made many positive changes this 
season they have been weighed down by injuries. “Sara Seiler 
tore her ACL,” said Grobbel. “She was on of our starters.”
   “We’ve had a couple minor injuries this year so its good that 
we have such a big team,” Wojewoda added.
   Another new addition to the team is Head Coach Jamie 
Tyres.
   “He’s played professional [soccer] and knows a lot about the 
game and I think he’s really helped,” Wojewoda said.
    “He’s teaching us tactics which we didn’t get much of last 
year,” added Grobbel.
   The Maples have been working hard in practice but also in 
the preseason.  
   “We’ve been working a lot on fitness,” junior midfielder 
Hallie Taylor said. “We’ve been running a lot; a lot of interval 
training.”
   The team also has also been able to hold practices, and play 
games this winter. “We had practices on Mondays at Ultimate 
Soccer [Pontiac] and games on Friday,” Wojewoda told the 
Highlander.
   “We have gotten a lot of playing time,” adds Grobbel.
   In the regular season the focus has mainly been on ball 
control. 
   “We’ve been warming up with a ball this season to work on 
this,” said Wojewoda
   “We’ve mostly been working on our shape of play, and 
learning how to move the ball around,”said Silver.  “We’re 
working on not being a typical kick ball high school team.”
   With such a strong returning team and so much extra work 
put into this season, the maples have high expectations this 
year. Both Silver and Wojewoda agree that the ultimate goal is 
to “win districts.”
   “We want to start out strong,” Wojewoda told the Highlander.  
“If we start out with wins, we will start out with momentum and 
hopefully that will carry us through the season.”
   “It’s important that we beat crucial teams like Groves and 
Marian,” said Silver.
   “To achieve these goals we need a lot of communication on 
the field and to work well as a team,” said Wojewoda.  “We just 
need to mesh well.”
   The Maples had their first game against last year’s state runner 
up Lahser at Maple Field, April 2nd at 7:00 P.M.
   The Highlander went to press before the game was finished.

Girls Varsity Soccer 
Looks to Overcome 
Key Player Losses
Zach Hill
Staff Writer
ZHill@seaholmhighlander.com

   Against all odds, the Seaholm boys basketball team came out 
and played their playoff games the same as they played the en-
tire regular season; with intensity, emotion, and confidence. In 
the end, the 2008-09 Maples’ season came to an end Friday, 
March 13th inside the Bloomfield Hills Andover basketball 
arena. 
   A hard-fought battle of wills between the Seaholm and Pon-
tiac Northern varsity boys’ basketball teams resulted in a 65-58 
Husky victory. 
   After beating Andover and Pontiac Central, Seaholm ad-
vanced to the District Title game, looking for their first district 

championship since 1997.
   The Maples started off the game strong, climbing out to a 15-9 
first quarter lead, but Pontiac Northern displayed their experi-
ence in steadily taking over the game from there on out.
   Northern, led by Anthony Adams’ 26, took a 27-24 lead into 
the intermission and owned a 43-36 lead at the end of the third 
quarter.
   The Maples cut the Northern lead to as low as one with 4:54 
left in the fourth quarter, but were unable to follow up their 
scores with consecutive defensive stands.
   “[Northern] did what they were supposed to do,” said Seaholm 
Coach Jose Andrades. “They hit some big shots and kept their 
distance from [us].”
   Seaholm was led as usual by junior guard Richaud Pack who 
had 25 points, despite playing on a slightly sprained right knee.

   Most impressive though, was senior 
point guard Ben Lewis, who added a ca-
reer-high 17 points to go along with great 
defensive play. 
   With the win, Pontiac Northern ad-
vanced to the regional semi-final where 
they have been 11 out of the last 13 years, 
including the last nine, while Seaholm, 
and their eight seniors’ quest for the 
school’s sixth district championship and 
first ever state title came to an end.
   With a game and season of this stature 
this Maples squad has officially vaulted 
themselves into the rankings of the great-
est Seaholm basketball teams in history.
   With 20 wins they set the Seaholm all-
time record for wins in a single season 
and team winning percentage at 87% of 
their games.
   In addition, Pack became the 2nd 
Seaholm player to ever reach the 1,000 
point plateau and with his senior season 
remaining is in great position to over-
take the all-time Maple record for career 
points. 
   This senior class finishes their career 
with a 4-year (freshmen, JV, varsity) 
total of 58 wins and will be forever re-
membered as one of the winningest in 
Seaholm basketball history.
   Notes: The Seaholm student section 
made the trip to Andover to support the 
team. With 100+ students, The Maple 
Forest cheered on the team from tip-off 
to close and gave the game the feeling of 
a major college contest.

The Maple Forest supports the basketball team in the District Final 
game at Andover.  The Maples lost to Pontiac Northern, ending 
Seaholm’s magical season.                            Photo by: Lindsay Boeckl

Maples Fall Short in 
District Final
David Guenther
Sports Writer
DGuenther@seaholmhighlander.com

   The team chemistry and the 
intense meets will help the 
boys team persevere through-
out the season. These are the 
two key factors that the boys 
will need in order to be a suc-
cessful team, which Nick Hill 
agrees with. 
   “The meets always come 
down to the wire, making 
track so exciting,” said Hill. 
“You also get to meet so many 
people.”
   With a bulk of the girls track 
team returning this season, 
they look to be much im-
proved from last year. With 
the team being moved down 
to Division two, the team 
hopes at winning leagues and 
regionals seem to be at an all 
time high.
   Junior Alex Mathews be-
lieves that the team will make 
a complete turnaround after a 
dreadful year in Division one 
last season.
   “Our goal is to win leagues 
and to get either first or second 
at regionals,” said Mathews.
   Junior Maggie O’Reilly-
Treter also believes that mul-
tiple people this season on 
the girls squad will be able to 
make the state cut.
   “With the girls team mov-
ing down to Division two, I 
believe that many girls on our 
team will be able to qualify for 
the state meet,” said O’Reilly-
Treter.
   The tough team that Seaholm 
will have to face off against is 
their arch rival Groves. The meet against Groves is next Tues-
day, which could decide whether the Maples win leagues or 
not. Waterford Mott was another tough track team, but they 
have moved out of the OAA division.
   Key losses for the girls team last year were junior Dara Hol-
liday and senior Ashley Harte. Holliday’s specialty was the 800 
meters and Harte was known for her 400 meters, high jump, 
and long jump.
   Incoming freshman Sarah Feiten will be called upon to be a 
contributor in the long distance races.
   The same type of training that is done for boys track is ap-
plied to the girls team. The sprinters do shorter intervals and leg 

Girls 
Water Polo 
Aims for 
Successful 
Season
Aubrie Sass
Staff Writer
ASass@seaholmhighlander.com

   “My expectations for this season are simple, to win a state 
championship,” said Dave Riddle, coach of Seaholm’s girls 
water polo team for the 2009 spring season.
   This seems to be the mantra for the team as they kick it in 
gear for another season.  
   “[We are] aiming for states, and also definitely wanting to 
make it to regional’s, since we are hosting it,” said Bedard.
   The team recently traveled to Grand Rapids, Michigan for a 
tournament in which they went 1-3. 
   While this seems like a rough start to the season, Coach 
Riddle is confident.
 “The team is capable of reaching the goal,” said Riddle. 
   The coaching staff pushes the team every day from 6-9 pm 
at their grueling practices.
   The girls are led by senior captains Mallory Glazier, Caroline 
Buck and Molly Stacy.
   The team has a difficult practice regiment, and is expected to 
practice in difficult weight training exercises.  
   “[The team swims in] sweatshirts, sweatpants and tennis 
shoes almost daily,” said Riddle. 
   While this may seem challenging, many girls are actually 
showing up to practice early to show Riddle they are more 
serious this season than they have been compared to years 
past. 
   Although the spring sports season has just started, the team 
has already played several games.
   Their first game was vs. Grand Blanc with a final score of 
5-9. The team made a comeback in their second game versus 
Troy Athens with a win for Varsity, 9-2
   “[The girls will] work harder, show more dedication and 
reach their team goals by the end of the season,” said Riddle.
   This year, the bulk of the team is in the junior girls, many of 
whom have been on the team since their freshman year.
    Junior Katie Kavanaugh certainly seems to have high hopes 
for the team. 
   “The team is lookin’ good for the future,” said Kavanaugh.
   Junior Isabel Calder also has an optimisitic outlook for the 
team,
“This year is a great team who really gets along well,” said 
Calder.
   The next two games will be on April 15 at 7:30 pm at Troy 
High School and April 21 at 7:30 vs. Troy Athens High 
School. There will also be a tournament April 17-18 in Saline, 
Michigan.

“The practices make me feel 
miserable, but they help me out 
in the long run.” 
Junior Nick Hill
Varsity Track

speed. The distance runners go on a 4-5 mile run on the road, 
and do intervals that the head coach Jeff Devantier sets.
   The captains on the girls squad are seniors Lindsey Mandich, 
Sydne Hudson, and Lauren Nichols. They help organize the 
team, pick out team clothes, and decide what the team has to 
wear on the day of a meet.
   These leaders will be called upon in order for the team to have 
a shot at leagues and regionals. With the help of these leaders 
and successful times, the 2009 season could be a bright one for 
the girls team.
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