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Winter Break Changes

   On Tuesday, March 8, the 
presidential primary elections 
in Michigan took place. Senior 
Jack Lawson had just turned 18 
and registered to vote, and this 
primary would be the first time 
he voted.
   In the morning, Lawson and 
his father headed over to Derby 
Middle School, which is their 
registered voting precinct in the 
city of Birmingham. Lawson 
was wearing the Birmingham 
Black Student Union (BBSU) 
shirt that was created in the 
spring of 2015 for the Seaholm 
and Groves Black Student 
Unions as a symbol of unity for 
the Birmingham Parade.
   This BBSU shirt had the 
phrases, “Black Lives Matter” 
and “I can’t breathe,” and the 
phrases were shaped in the 
form of the United States. On 
the back of the shirt is a George 
Washington Carver quote, 
which reads, “Where there is no 
vision, there is no hope.”
   “As I was filling out my card, 
a man put his hand on my 
shoulder from behind,” Lawson 
said. “I turned around, and he 
had walked all the way from 
the other side of the room. He 
looks at me and he says, ‘you 
know you’re going to have to 
take that shirt off.’”
   According to Lawson, he sim-
ply shook off the recommen-
dation to change his shirt and 
proceeded to fill out his card. 
   “As I’m finishing up the card 
about 30 seconds later he 

comes up to me and says, ‘I’m 
serious, if you don’t take that 
off I’m calling the police or if 
you don’t change I’m calling the 
police,’” Lawson said. “I don’t 
remember the exact words, but 
he definitely said that I cannot 
be wearing that shirt and if I do 
not change my shirt or cover it 
up or take it off he will call the 
police.”
   Lawson stated that the man 
told him he was violating a fed-
eral law by wearing the BBSU 
shirt and attempting to vote. 
   After Lawson explained 
what the shirt was originally 
designed for and what the sym-
bols and phrases on the shirt 
meant, he was still informed 
that in order for him to vote, he 
had to change his shirt, turn it 
inside out, or put on a zipped 
jacket.
   “At first I was angry and I 
wanted to resist,” Lawson said. 
“I generally didn’t feel I was 
violating any law, but at the 
same time this was my first 
time voting. There was a lot of 
things I was learning going into 
this process for the first time.”
   Lawson then went over to his 
father, who was already in the 
process of voting. He asked his 
father for his jacket, and put on 
the jacket over the shirt.
   “I began to continue filling 
out my voting card and the 
same man comes back over to 
me from the other side of the 
room,” Lawson said. “He kind 
of almost whispers to me, ‘I 
know this is going to be hard 
for you, but you’re going to 
have to zip that all the way up.’”

   Lawson then proceeded to 
vote after zipping his jacket, 
and after the process was done 
he received the I Voted sticker 
and had his father drive him 
back to school.
   The man at the voting pre-
cinct who Lawson is refer-
ring to is the Chairman of the 
Precinct, and he has asked for 
his name to remain out of this 
article.
   The Chairman of the Precinct 
has been volunteering for local 
elections since 1980. He claims 
this has been the only time 
where a problem has occurred 
due to what he conceived to be 
political campaigning inside 
the precinct. 
   According to the Chairman 
of the Precinct, the state law he 
was referring to when talking to 
Lawson involves campaigning 
at the polls.
   In the state of Michigan, 
according to the Michigan 
Government Election Officials’ 
Manuel, it is illegal for anyone 
to campaign or display any 
form of campaigning within 
100 feet of the voting precinct. 
These forms of campaigning 
can include shirts, buttons and 
signs with the names of presi-
dential or other official candi-
dates on them. For example, 
if someone went to the polls 
wearing a Trump or Hillary 
shirt, they would be asked to 
turn it inside out, change, or 
cover it up in order to vote.
   The Chairman of the Precinct 
claims that he first noticed on 
the shirt the phrase, “Black 
Lives Matter.”

   “The Black Lives Matter 
would [violate the state law] 
because it’s been associated 
with the Democratic Party,” 
The Chairman of the Precinct 
said. “We don’t care that its 
associated with the Democratic 
Party, if it was associated with 
the Republican Party it would 
still be the same problem.”
   However, the Black Lives 
Matter organization claims that 
they neither support any par-
ticular presidential candidate, 
nor are they affiliated with any 
political party. 
   The Chairman of the Precinct 
also claims that he saw a presi-
dential slogan on the back of 
the shirt from George Wash-
ington. He was later informed 
that the quote was from George 
Washington Carver.  
   According to the Chairman 
of the Precinct, the BBSU shirt 
could still be defined as cam-
paigning.
   “There is nothing wrong 
with the shirt to wear it out in 
public,” The Chairman of the 
Precinct said. “It’s just because 
it had the political slogans and 
the campaigning slogans, or 
things that could be miscon-
strued that way that was the 
only issue.”
   According to Lawson, when 
he got back to school he was 
too upset to go to class right 
away. Instead, Lawson went to 
Leslie Martin’s room. Martin is 
the faculty member in charge of 
overseeing the Seaholm Black 
Student Union (BSU). Lawson 
is the co-president of the BSU.
   Lawson then went to Dawn 

Whitehead’s and Scott Craig’s 
room. Both Whitehead and 
Craig are government teachers 
at Seaholm, and Lawson was 
hoping they might be able to 
help provide him with clarifica-
tion of if he was indeed violat-
ing a federal law.
   Both Whitehead and Craig 
believe that Lawson was legally 
allowed to wear the shirt and 
vote without any problems.
   “They’re arguing that it’s 
a political party statement,” 
Whitehead said. “I think it’s 
a civil rights statement. I find 
that really hard to believe I 
think they were just trying to 
justify what they had done to 
him.”
   Craig also believes that the 
shirt doesn’t tie to any par-
ticular political party. He also 
thinks that if people who were 
trained to handle certain situ-
ations related to this incident 
were present, it may have been 
handled differently.
   “What parties often will 
do is have what is called a 
poll challenger at the polling 
place,” Craig said. “It’s a person 
selected by the polling place to 
watch how the polling workers 
conduct themselves. If there 
had been poll challengers in 
that location they probably 
would have intervened.”
   Laura Pierce is the City Clerk 
for the city of Birmingham. 
Volunteers for the elections 
must undergo a training pro-
cess in order to handle events 
of all situations before they are 
allowed to volunteer. 
   According to Pierce, this 

training must occur every two 
years, but the city of Birming-
ham often times trains again 
after each election. The training 
includes processing of voters, 
campaigning, computer work-
ing, poll watchers and challeng-
ers and the opening and closing 
process.
   However, the city of Birming-
ham has altered the training 
process from the way the state 
of Michigan mandates.
   “Since this event happened 
I’ve been making a lot of phone 
calls,” Pierce said. “I found out 
that the state takes campaign-
ing literally. They want the 
party or the candidate name. 
That’s what they would sup-
port as campaigning. Whereas 
we’ve [the city of Birmingham] 
always taught political.”
   Due to this change in train-
ing, Pierce believes Lawson 
would be able to wear the 
BBSU shirt while voting with-
out violating any federal laws.
   “From what we’ve taught, 
if it’s associated with a party 
then its not allowed,” Pierce 
said. “Since then we’ve learned 
that it would be something you 
would be allowed to wear be-
cause it doesn’t say Republican 
or Democrat or a certain party. 
For [The Chairman of the Pre-
cinct], its how he was taught.”
   Pierce claims that the way 
volunteers are trained will 
change in the future due to this 
event. Volunteer training had 
originally been altered due to 
an experience in the past.
   “We had one election, I want 

   For the past six years, 
Seaholm’s Flex program has 
put on a conference that is 
entirely student-organized and 
student-lead. This year’s theme 
was “The American Vote: 
Power, Integrity, and Responsi-
bility in the Modern Age,” with 
a special focus on this year’s 
upcoming presidential election. 
   The conference this year 
included two keynote speak-
ers as the “bookends of the 
day”. One delivered his speech 
in the morning, and the other 
in the afternoon. There were 
also many breakout sessions in 
between the keynote addresses, 
which consisted of short pre-
sentations on a more specific 
topic and a group discussion 
afterwards. Some were student-
lead, but others were lead by 
guest speakers. 
   This crazy organizational feat 
was accomplished by a small 

board of students within the 
Flex program with help from 
the rest of the program coming 
on the day of the conference. 
Senior Maclane Paddock was 
the leader of the group as the 
director and planner. She has 
been in this position for three 
years. 
   “The subject of this year’s 
conference really pertains to all 
of our lives, no matter what age 
you are,” Paddock said. 
   A conference is not something 
that everyone has attended or 
even heard of, but Paddock has 
a simple definition that breaks 
it down for conference novices.
   “The Flex conference is a 
learning event that fosters 
honest conversation about a 
current event,” Paddock said. 
   After the morning’s key-
note speaker, Doug Tietz, all 
students will dispersed into the 
classrooms in the G hall partici-
pate in breakout sessions.
   “We have the Dean of Wayne 
State coming, who used to be a 

professor of political science, 
and the mayor of Birming-
ham,” Paddock said. “We have 
a lot of people coming in that 
have to do with local, state 
and national government, and 
just people who are very active 
citizens in the area and are ad-
vocates of being a participant 
in government no matter what 
age you are.”
   Those leading the breakout 
sessions not only give presen-
tations, but also help facilitate 
conversation about what they 
presented on, typically through 
a seminar.
   The main idea of the confer-
ence, according to Paddock, is 
that everyone should be able to 
participate in government.
   “It doesn’t matter what your 
political affiliation is, the idea 
is to participate and be in-
volved, show that you care,” 
Paddock said. 
   The keynote speakers this 
year included District Director 

See FLEX/ Pg. 3

   Rumors regarding the possi-
bly shortened winter break for 
the 2016-2017 school year have 
circulated around the Seaholm 
halls. Indeed, changes will be 
occurring, but these changes 
may not fit the exact ideals of 
students.
   According to Dr. Nerad, the 
Superintendent of Birmingham 
Public Schools, the required 
amount of school days for the 
2016-2017 school year has been 
changed, so decisions had to be 
made concerning where these 
extra days would be fit in. 
   “The requirement is based on 
a view that there aren’t enough 
school days in our school year,” 
Nerad said. “The standard now 
is 180 school days, and we, just 
like everybody else, have to 
meet that standard.”
   As to where these school days 
would be added was part of the 
debate the Birmingham Public 
Schools District had. 

   “Part of our problem in Mich-
igan is that you cannot start 
school before Labor Day, and 
so we can’t add them on the 
front end and we already have 
such a late ending of our school 
year that it was viewed by me 
and others to be problematic 
to add them on the back end,” 
Nerad said.
   The decision where to add the 
three days was decided mutu-
ally among teachers and Nerad 
himself. This group came to 
the agreement that the school 
days would be best added to the 
winter break, preserving the 
mid-winter break and spring 
break.
   “We had the three breaks to 
look at, and I think that the 
idea was that we wanted to try 
to preserve the three breaks,” 
Nerad said. “So then we would 
have to take some days from 
one of them or all of them, so 
what we ended up doing was 
we took the days from the lon-
gest break.” 
   The addition of school days 

to the winter break is not a 
permanent decision. After the 
two year contract is up, another 
decision will have to be made. 
This decision will determine if 
students would return to the 
two week long inter break or 
continue to have a shortened 
winter break.
   “Our contract is for two more 
years, and then we have to re-
negotiate,” Nerad said. “It may 
very well stay the same, so I 
don’t want to give students any 
impression that it will change.”
   From the feedback Nerad 
has received and the informa-
tion circulated through school, 
many students are not entirely 
please about the shortened 
break. The students may not 
like this new change because 
it means they have less time 
enjoy the break. They have less 
time to relax, spend time with 
their families and not worry 
about school responsibilities.
   “The students that I’ve talked 
to, the students I’ve listened to, 

See BREAK/ Pg. 3
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Seaholm’s Young Voters Take on this Year’s Election
Melanie Taylor
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

   On the eighteenth birthday 
of an American citizen, they 
become an adult. They are 
tried as such in a court of 
law, they become allowed to 
purchase certain items that 
were once forbidden and they 
are granted the right to vote. 
With the presidential election 
nearing on the horizon, 18 
year old Seaholm students are 
chomping at the bit to exer-
cise that right.
   Some students’ opportuni-
ties to exercise their right to 
vote began with the Michigan 
primary on March 8. Senior 
Maclane Paddock voted in the 
Michigan primary and urged 
her peers to do the same.
   “If you don’t participate 
that is the easiest thing to do 
to continue to give power to 
people who aren’t really going 
to make changes,” Paddock 
said.
   Frontrunners Donald 
Trump and Hillary Clinton of 
the Grand Old Party (GOP) 
and Democratic Party, respec-
tively, are racking up ballots 

after the primary season’s 
second Super Tuesday.
   After Obama’s rise to power 
fueled primarily by youth 
voters, one would expect that 
to be a crucial part of the top 
candidate’s repertoire. How-
ever, the youth tend not to be 
attracted to neither Clinton 
nor Trump. This continues to 
be evident through the halls 
of Seaholm as well.
   “I’ve really been struggling 
with this election,” Paddock 
said. “There have been times 
when I’ve been genuinely 
afraid of what is going to hap-
pen.”
   Paddock has a relatively 
universally accepted opinion. 
After speaking to five differ-
ent students identifying as 
Democratic, Conservative, 
Moderate, or some undefined 
mixture of the parties, none 
are vying for a race between 
Trump and Clinton, although 
most agree that it seems to be 
inevitable.
   Senior Maya Salinas, 
identifying as a conservative, 
believes (as confirmed by 
the New York Time’s “Super 
Tuesday Takeaways”) that the 

rational members of the GOP 
are split between the two can-
didates besides Trump: Ted 
Cruz and John Kasich.
   “If two of the candidates 
could drop out and put their 
support behind another one 
of the three, then I don’t see 
it being Trump/Clinton,” 
Salinas said.
   On the opposite end of the 
spectrum, while Clinton leads 
the Democratic Party com-
mandingly with ballots, it 
is still statistically possible 
that her only competition, 
Democratic Socialist Bernie 
Sanders, could end up beat-
ing her. Sanders, with nearly 
two-thirds of the youth vote 
in most states according to 
Time Magazine, is ruling that 
demographic.
   “I think [the youth vote] is 
actually incredibly powerful 
because it’s often underes-
timated and the youth vote 
is what’s going to matter,” 
senior and Sanders supporter 
Hannah Whitman said. “In 
several years, those are going 
to be the adults who are going 
to be running the country and 
in charge of things. What we 

say now really matters for 
our future so I think it’s fairly 
important that people our age 
do vote.”
    The students interviewed 
confirmed that this presi-
dent’s term in office would 
coincide with their years in 
college. This president will 
seal their adolescence to a 
close.
   “Regardless of whom we 
vote for, whether it ends up 
being a mistake and we learn 
from that or it ends up being 
the right thing, we can build 
upon that,” Paddock said.
   The next time an election 
rolls around, there will be 
adult responsibility in their 
hands. This next president 
will either aid in or amplify 
the pressure of the real world.
   “The youth vote is super 
powerful because everyone 
coming out of high school and 
going into college is choosing 
a candidate that works best 
for them and that would help 
them reach their potential,” 
senior Alex Pederson said.
   With each passing day, more 
and more American citizens 
turn 18 and are permitted to 

contribute. The majority of 
students at Seaholm that can 
vote plan to do so.
   Senior Ariel Zalesin con-
fesses that she is not sure the 
youth vote is being taken as 
seriously in this election as it 
has been in the past.
   “We are the next generation 
and the new beliefs,” Zalesin 
said. “We do make a dif-
ference, but sometimes it 
depends on how much our 
voice is heard and how much 
the older generation wants to 
hear it.”
   Regardless of the outcome, 
this election, as every one 
does, will lead to development 
or regression, depending on 
one’s point of view.
   “This election is a really 
polarizing one since you have 
the candidates like Donald 
Trump on one end and other 
candidates like Marco Rubio 
and Ted Cruz who are very, 
very conservative compared 
to Bernie Sanders who is re-
ally pushing what democrats 
are thinking and he’s very lib-
eral,” Whitman said. “Which-
ever candidate wins, there are 
going to be a lot of changes.”
   Why not be an active part of 

that change?
   “It’s the first election that I 
ever get to vote in and I feel 
this sense of duty that I have 
to go and do this,” Paddock 
said.
   “I’m excited to vote, but I’m 
incredibly nervous,” Zalesin 
said.
   The five students all agreed 
that their general reaction to 
the current candidate pool is 
nervousness. All attempted to 
provide an alternate solu-
tion to the dawning Trump v 
Clinton race: Whitman push-
ing for Sanders, Salinas and 
Pederson putting their hope 
into either Rubio (who has 
since dropped out of the race) 
or Kasich, Paddock proposing 
Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
run as an Independent and 
Zalesin in complete shock and 
denial.
   “I am very worried but I’m 
also hopeful because I really 
want to believe that America 
is smart and logical and in 
the end will pick the right 
person,” Paddock said, “and 
if not, we always have the op-
tion to overthrow the govern-
ment. It’s in the constitution.”

Young Conservatives Club Holds Inaugural Meeting
Lyan Alsabti
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Beneath the animated 
silence of the room, there is 
the hushed chatter of a crowd 
that’s currently in waiting. 
The group is beaming in 
anticipation. These Maples 
seems to be enjoying them-
selves already. 
   After a few minutes, those in 
charge tell everyone to quiet 
down. The first meeting of 
the Young Conservatives Club 
(YCC) at Seaholm has begun.
   The meeting kicks off with 
agenda setting. Club found-
ers and co-presidents, senior 
Maya Salinas and sophomore 
Noah Fritz, invite the group 
to share ideas about goals, 
philanthropy, field trips and 
bonding.

   The first goal that a mem-
ber yells out is: “Let’s X out 
Bernie Sanders!” The crowd 
goes into an uproar but is 
soon tamed.
   Another suggested goal is 
to educate members on the 
political environment around 
them. At the same time, mem-
bers hope to raise awareness 
about conservatism outside of 
the club. 
   A goal that a large amount 
of members agree upon is 
to not come to the meetings 
solely to bash on liberals.
   “If we see differences, we 
can adjust to them instead of 
bashing them,” club member 
sophomore Andrew Beith 
said.
   Members also plan to em-
bark on field trips to protests 
and Republican presidential 
campaign events.

   A central theme of the first 
meeting was: Why did you 
come here? 
  Members take turns raising 
their hands to suggest a num-
ber of reasons why they came, 
spanning from fiscal ones 
to purely social ones. One 
member said that conserva-
tive Maples feel comfortable 
in a club like this because they 
feel like conservatives are a 
minority at Seaholm. 
   “Seaholm is split politically,” 
junior Jack Zwierzchowski 
said. “So, the club meetings 
should be good.”
   Salinas felt as though her 
political voice was sometimes 
the odd one out at Seaholm, 
so she decided to start a club 
where students with views 
similar to hers could come 
and discuss the issues of to-
day’s political atmosphere. 

   “We felt like we only heard 
liberal voices in Flex, our 
other classes and the rest of 
the school,” Salinas said. “We 
wanted to see if there were 
other conservatives and give 
them a place to talk about 
current issues and to learn 
and just connect with one 
another.”
   The YCC struck a political 
chord at Seaholm long before 
the first meeting. 
   Students were spotted 
tearing down club posters 
that club sponsor, Flex and 
English teacher Robin Moten, 
put up on hallway walls. 
   “Maya and Noah came to 
me and said that they didn’t 
think they had the proper 
forum to both explore their 
ideas and also have conversa-
tions with other people about 
them,” Moten said. “That was 

in part because they’re in Flex 
and my response to that was 
no, no, because you are in 
Flex I hope to give you that 
opportunity to explore your 
ideas more in depth, even if 
it doesn’t match what other 
people say. Also, so you can 
have pertinent conversation 
with other people about those 
ideas.”
   At later YCC meetings, 
students from the left-lean-
ing crowd at Seaholm have 
showed up and engaged in 
discussion with club mem-
bers. Sometimes, these con-
versations have escalated into 
heated debates about compet-
ing political and social views. 
   “Conservative discussion 
is what we’re geared for and 
what we’re aiming for. 
   We want to stick to conser-
vative views and have discus-

sions about those views,” 
Salinas said. 
   Maples are invited to come 
to meetings after school every 
Wednesday in Moten’s room, 
G102. 
   While the YCC is open to 
everyone, Fritz believes that 
students with conservative 
political views would benefit 
the most from joining the 
club. 
   “The Young Conservative 
Club is best suited for stu-
dents who are open to shar-
ing their conservative beliefs 
and is open to hearing others 
speak about theirs,” Fritz said. 
“It’s also suited for those who 
want to learn about current 
events such as presidential 
campaigns and the roots and 
values of conservatism.”
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Spring Break Safety
Kathleen Redebaugh
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Spring break is supposed 
to be the time to relax with 
some friends and to get away 
from the stresses of school 
and home. Unfortunately, 
too many people are using 
this week away as an excuse 
to binge drink and engage in 
dangerous activities.
   Every year, the senior class 
at Seaholm goes on a non-
school-sponsored spring 
break trip. The trip is never 
centered around where the 
most beautiful or fun place 
to go would be, but rather 
where it would be legal for the 
students going on the trip to 
access alcohol. The past few 
years, the classes have gone 
to Mexico, where the legal age 
to drink and buy alcohol is 
eighteen.
   According to the Trauma 
Foundation, their study on 
students on spring break 
found that 40 percent of 
males and 33 percent of 
females reported being drunk 
every single day during spring 
break, the average man hav-

ing eighteen or more drinks 
per day.
   Binge drinking during 
spring break is a bigger prob-
lem than most teens consider 
it. Binge drinking is respon-
sible for over 4,300 deaths 
among teens every year.
   Last year, a group of the 
then-seniors went on a spring 
break trip to Rivera Maya, 
Mexico.
   “One night when I was there 
I got to the lobby bar too late 
before going out, and had to 
catch up with everyone,” an 
anonymous former Seaholm 
senior said. “I had to chug my 
entire drink to get to the trol-
ley going to the bar on time. 
Once I got to the bar I did a 
ton of tequila and kamikaze 
shots, I don’t even know how 
many, more than ten prob-
ably.”
   These trips are centered on 
drinking. Binge drinking can 
lead to serious health issues, 
and doing so can have harsh 
consequences.
   “Right when I got into the 
club I started throwing up in 
the bathroom,” the anony-
mous student said. “I couldn’t 
stand up and had to have 

one of my friends walk me to 
my room, while I threw up 
another three times on the 
way there. When I got back to 
my room I kept vomiting and 
my mom thought I was going 
to die.”
   It’s no secret that teenag-
ers make bad decisions when 
they’re drunk. Decision-
making skills are altered 
immensely after a few drinks. 
Students who consume exces-
sive amounts of alcohol are 
more likely to make destruc-
tive decisions.
   According to Alcohol Policy 
MD, nearly three out of five 
girls have friends who had 
unprotected sex while in-
toxicated during spring break. 
Twelve percent of women also 
felt pressured or forced into 
engaging in sexual activities 
while on spring break.
   Spring break should be a 
time to go out and have fun, 
but it’s also important to re-
member to be safe and know 
your limits.
   “Drink all day, nap, go to 
dinner, drink all night,” an-
other previous Seaholm stu-
dent, who wished to remain 
anonymous, said.

In the February 12 issue of the Highlander, the anonymous source’s assigned name, Claire 
Kelly, which was in the “Possible Changes to MIP Policy” article, was indeed randomly as-

signed. Any association of the name with a real person is purely coincidental. 

Live Your Passion at Prom
Mikel Silverman
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Seaholm High School’s 
annual prom is coming up 
on April 16. The dance will 
be held at the Saint Nicholas 
Cultural Center in Troy. It 
starts at 7 p.m. and ends at 
10:30 p.m. 
   The final day to purchase 
tickets will be Monday, April 
11, so hurry up and buy your 
tickets.
   Many maples are very 
excited for prom, even the 
faculty.
   “I wouldn’t miss it for the 
world,” assistant principal Ali 
Hamka said. 
   Other maples are excited to 
see their friends from high 
school one last time at a for-
mal event.
   “I’m excited to see my 

friends, turn up, and have 
a good time,” senior Jack 
Schwegman said. 
   Prom is a time where wom-
en try to look their best in the 
most elegant dresses. It’s also 
a time where the posters come 
out, along with the nerves, to 
ask a special someone to at-
tend as a date. 
    Even though going to 
pictures, the dance and the 
after party is a lot to do, some 
people expect more from their 
dates.
   Senior Mackenzie Dent has 
high expectations. 
   “I’d be expecting a diamond 
ring of course and a really 
good time, a guy who isn’t 
afraid to get crazy on the 
dance floor with me,” Dent 
said. 
   Dancing is also a very im-
portant part of any dance. The 
dancing ranges all the way 

from standing in the corner 
and tapping your foot, to 
full on break dancing on the 
dance floor. 
   “Yeah, you kind of have 
to dance... everyone chants, 
“lets go!” and I’m just like 
oh I guess I have to,” senior 
Alaina Betz said. 
   Students aren’t the only 
ones who want to get down 
on the dance floor. 
   “It depends on the mu-
sic, I listen to anything and 
everything like rap, hip-hop, 
electronic, dance music, just 
about anything,” Hamka said.  
   According to Hamka, 
while there will be a DJ at 
the dance, they are not yet 
sure who will be playing the 
music. 
   Get excited for Prom 2016, 
and don’t forget to ask that 
special someone.

Voting
Cont. from page 1

to say it was 2008, where we 
had poll watchers come in,” 
Pierce said. “I can’t remember 
what it was, it was something 
similar, and it was associated 
with a certain candidate. The 
state had ruled you can’t wear 
that into the precinct. That’s 
kind of where we ended up 
basing all of our training off 
of.”
   The Chairman of the 
Precinct, however, doesn’t en-
tirely believe that the way the 
state of Michigan is supposed 
to train volunteers is entirely 
effective.
   “I still think our way is bet-
ter where we just don’t let 
anything in,” The Chairman of 
the Precinct said.
   Although the way the 
Chairman of the Precinct was 
trained had faults, Lawson 
believes that the way the situ-
ation was handled wasn’t just.
   “This was someone trying 
to call the police because of 
someone who was doing no 
harm, causing no disruption, 
and just trying to do their 

civic duty and vote,” Lawson 
said.
   The Chairman of the Pre-
cinct claims he didn’t mean to 
cause any harm, nor a disrup-
tion to the voting process.
   “We don’t want anyone 
to feel offended, we want 
everyone to feel free and not 
intimidated,” The Chairman 
of the Precinct said.
   While the training for 
volunteers changes, Lawson 
refuses to allow this incident 
to change the way he views 
the voting system. After he 
returned to school, Lawson 
had a friend take a photo of 
his shirt and he Tweeted the 
photo along with a short sum-
mary of what occurred.
   “I just wanted to hear 
people’s responses on Twit-
ter, I wasn’t trying to do it 
for attention or anything,” 
Lawson said. “I wanted to see 
what people’s reactions were 
because in my mind it was 
such a serious situation. From 
the reaction I got on Twitter, I 
was not overreacting.”
  Once he saw the reaction 
from social media, Lawson 
believes it is his civil duty to 

make his voice heard.
   “My goal is to raise aware-
ness that this is something 
that happened and make 
sure that these rules are 
clarified to the point that 
people are educated to know 
their rights,” Lawson said.
   Whitehead believes Lawson 
will be able to make a dif-
ference in the sphere of civil 
rights after his experience.
   “Knowing Jack [Lawson] I 
think that he will be abso-
lutely driven to look at voting 
rights more so than he al-
ready is because he is a good 
supporter of civil rights,” 
Whitehead said.
   According to Lawson, he 
doesn’t view this single ex-
perience as a first time voter 
as what normally happens in 
greater America. Instead, he 
believes that one cannot tie a 
single event to a group of vol-
unteers across the country.
   “This is the opposite of 
deterring me from wanting 
to vote again,” Lawson said. 
“This makes me try to ex-
ercise my right to vote even 
more and I plan on voting in 
the general election this fall.”

I think they have found it not 
favorable, and I’m not sur-
prised,” Nerad said.
   Freshman Riley Behm is 
among one of these unhappy 
students.
   “I feel like the amount of 
stress that students are under 
as it is, is crazy and taking away 
those three days of break kind 
of sucks,” Behm said.
   Freshamn Kiara Mahan con-
curs with Behm. 

 of Community Affairs for 
Congressman David Trott, 
Doug Tietz, in the morning, and 
Seaholm alum and former Flex 
student Michael Simon in the 
afternoon. Simon is a data ana-
lytics entrepreneur who worked 
with President Obama on the 
campaign trail and continues to 
work for him to this day. 
   Robin Moten, teacher in the 
Flex program looked forward 
to hearing the second keynote 
speaker, Michael Simon, speak. 
Since he is a former student of 

   “I don’t like the new changes 
to the break because all year 
I’m stressed about everything, 
and by the time break comes 
around, I need a time to relax 
and recharge,” Mahan said.
   Freshman Tatum Kreindler 
doesn’t see how adding the 
three days can help students in 
the educational process either.
   “I also don’t like the break 
change because I don’t see how 
adding three days of school is 
necessary or beneficial,” Kre-
indler said.   
   Nerad understands student’s 

Break
Cont. from page 1

opinions on the addition of 
school days to the break. 
   “The only thing I ask is that 
we make sure that we keep in 
mind to the extent we can be-
cause one of the things that’s 
happened in other countries, 
is that the higher performing 
countries, academically, have 
longer school years,” Nerad 
said. “America has not been 
able to find their way to a lon-
ger school year, and so the leg-
islature in Michigan decided to 
add some more days to kind of 
push in that direction.”

Flex 
Cont. from page 1

hers, she was excited to hear 
about his life after Seaholm and 
his business. 
   “I asked for a favor to intro-
duce Mr. Simon, so I’m super 
geeked about that,” Moten said. 
   Junior Ben Williams is also 
on the conference committee. 
He is studying under Paddock 
to learn how to run the confer-
ence for next year. 
   “Maclane would like to say 
we are all putting in as much 
effort as her, but she really is 
the leader of the conference,” 
Williams said. 
   Williams said that the most 
difficult part of planning, after 

getting speakers, was getting 
the community to show up. 
   “Everyone has got such busy 
schedules,” Williams said. “It’s 
on a Thursday, so many people 
have school or work and can’t 
make it out here to participate.”
   Moten claims she has not 
really been involved in the 
planning of the conference. In 
years past, Moten used to lead 
a “teach in”, which was a bit 
like a conference for the whole 
school, but it is not mostly 
student-lead.  
   “I’m always amazed at they 
work that [the students] do,” 
Moten said. 
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   It is election year, a fact now 
dawning on many Seaholm 
students. The season of prob-
ing phone calls and ubiqui-
tous lawn signs is among us. 
Perpetual political statements 
and campaign endorsements 
appear at the turn of every 
corner.
  However, it must be re-
minded everyone’s lives are 
not constantly engulfed in 
promoting the presidential 
race. Senior Jack Lawson 
chose to vote in the Michigan 
primary. He was incorrectly 
denied his right to do so until 

Staff Editorial

Ending the Mindless Work

Election Awareness
   The 
upcoming 
presi-
dential 
election 
is all any-
one can 
seemingly 
ever talk 
about. 
The 

subject has taken over every-
where people converse with 
one another – news outlets, 
family dinner tables, class-
rooms. Essentially any place 
that adults can force teen-
agers to talk about current 
events and politics, they try 
their best to do so. However, 
what I am seeing this election 
is stunningly awesome. 
   Historically, young people 
have been the least politi-
cally active demographic in 
the country. In a nation with 
an embarrassingly low voter 
turnout, young adults (espe-
cially teenagers) have very 
little expected of them when 
it comes to participating in 

   Within the 
last month, 
the students 
of Seaholm 
High School 
were in-
formed of 
quite a sur-
prise. The 
Birming-

ham Public Schools’ website 
got an update out of nowhere.
   No one was expecting to see 
it change. I now ask what to 
make of it.
   You must want to know 
what is different. The only 
thing that remotely changed 
was the main webpage, the 
other school websites re-
mained.
   For starters, the pictures 
on the main page have been 
bumped up to three. You can 
also switch between other 
pictures by clicking the circle 
orbs.
   At the top of the page, you 
can select the school website 
to go to. There is also a bar 
to translate the page into 
another language.
   Overall, it became more 
focused on the color white 
rather than the old page’s 
blue. Only a few parts of it are 
blue.
   There’s still a bar near the 
top, though it seems to have 
shortened quite a bit. There 
are only a fraction of the hy-
perlinks left.
   Near the Birmingham Public 
Schools logo, there are icons 
which lead to different places.
   The quick links survived 
the update to be found in 
the middle of the page. They 
separate into three portions.
   Overall, the update does 
seem like a neat thing to 
do, though there isn’t much 
change to it.
   It is kind of like applying a 
fresh coat of paint to only a 
couple rooms in your house 
and leaving the others un-
painted. Maybe you liked 
those rooms the color they 
were. 
   The original site wasn’t 
buggy. It didn’t glitch up most 
of the time. However, if an 
update was needed, I won’t 
argue against it. The new 
website is pretty average. It is 
mostly the same as before and 
there are very few new things.

Website
Woes

Charlotte Hoppen
Editor-in-Chief
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   As a 
third 
trimester 
senior, my 
motiva-
tion and 
desire to 
attend 
school is 
dwindling 

every day as we get closer to 
graduation. I designed my se-
nior schedule to be relatively 
easy compared to my past 
years. However, in most of my 
classes now, many of which 
are filled with other seniors, I 
find myself bored and want-
ing to leave more than ever. 
Senioritis has officially sunk 
in. 

Group Project Grief

Drake Kondrat
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.comTessa Banks

News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

Melanie Taylor
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

   Finals 
have 
come and 
gone and 
Seaholm 
students 
are slowly 
taking steps 
toward 
their re-

covery. I endured a week full 
of daunting scantron sheets, 
exasperating essays and just 
miscellaneous hours of non-
stop studying.
   All of it, however, pales in 
comparison to finals first 
trimester. Why? First trimes-
ter I had to undergo my least 
favorite method of testing that 
clutters the sadistic gauntlet 
teacher’s choose from at the 
close of each passing trimes-

Constitutional Dress Codes

ter: I had a group project.
   For years students with 
exemplary grades have been 
paired with students lack-
ing in the motivation to earn 
those grades themselves in 
teachers’ hopes to bump up 
their class average. The inten-
tion is that the good students’ 
habits and incentive will 
disseminate into the minds of 
those students not performing 
as well, but the reality is that 
I have never once seen that 
happen.
   The students are given their 
groups and a pecking order 
immediately falls into place. 
Members mentally organize 
themselves from who is per-
ceived to be most to least aca-
demically inclined. If you’re 
deemed the most capable kid 
in that group, you’re going to 
be doing that whole project 
yourself. Sorry.
   Yes, one person will always 

take the lead and that is a 
healthy social solution to be-
ing split up and given a task, 
but when that leader solic-
its help from the rest of the 
members and is more often 
than not refused, there is a 
flaw in the method. Students 
cannot rely on their peers to 
learn for them. There can-
not be more members in the 
group than participants in the 
project.
   The assignment was not 
made to be done by one 
person, hence the putting 
people in groups. Not only 
does this one person now 
have the responsibility to do 
multiple other students’ work 
(in addition to their own), but 
they are expected to do it well. 
Why not if they have a history 
of performing well other as-
signments? It’s basically the 
same thing, right?
   There’s more expectation on 

he made unnecessary changes 
due to his Birmingham Black 
Student Union shirt.
   The volunteer asked Law-
son to remove or cover up his 
shirt before he could continue 
voting. The volunteer was 
under the impression that 
Lawson’s shirt violated a law 
all volunteers were informed 
of: endorsing one of the can-
didates within a precinct.
   Lawson was eventually able 
to vote, but this was after 
inconvenience that could have 
potentially discouraged a less 
motivated first-time voter.
   The Highlander Editorial 
Staff, amongst most others, 
believes that every vote 

counts. By that logic, every 
vote prevented counts as well, 
though in a different fashion.
   Each person has the civic 
duty to vote. Volunteers are 
evidently trained to be cau-
tious in allowing that duty 
to be fulfilled. Instead, they 
should be forewarned that 
preventing a citizen to vote is 
a severe precaution to take.
   First off, volunteers should 
be certain what a campaign 
endorsement entails. There 
is a stark contrast between 
political statements and ex-
pressions of support towards 
a candidate.
   While certain candidates 
have expressed their opinions 

on the Black Lives Mat-
ter movement, it is no way 
directly correlated to the elec-
tion. The movement has ex-
isted since 2012, years before 
candidates even announced 
they were running. In addi-
tion, it continues to operate 
and thrive independent of the 
presidential race.
   If a volunteer is required 
to regulate voters on the 
premises that the voter’s 
attire supports a candidate, 
extensive research should be 
done to confirm what that re-
ally means. Precincts should 
not be a breeding ground for 
mistakes.
   The other problem to ac-

count for is voter awareness. 
Lawson was never told of the 
law he was accused of break-
ing, nor was he explained 
what was wrong as it was 
happening. He was therefore 
unable to defend himself.
   Lawson could have had a 
civil conversation with the 
volunteer, explaining the 
nature of his shirt and si-
multaneously educating the 
volunteer on the Black Lives 
Matter movement. Not only 
would this have spread social 
awareness, but also Lawson’s 
vote would not have been so 
inconvenienced.
   Contrastingly, if Lawson and 
voters like him know the laws, 

they can be sure not to oppose 
them. Happenstance made 
Lawson put on his Birming-
ham Black Student Union 
shirt that morning. Though 
he was not breaking any rules, 
the arguably political nature 
of his shirt may have caused 
him to rethink his outfit.
   There is no margin for er-
ror in a democratic election. 
Every voice is to be heard and 
accounted for. Who knows 
how many Jack Lawsons 
have been turned away this 
primary season? The upcom-
ing elections need to truly be 
open to all.

   I feel like I am wasting my 
time at school, and I should 
be doing something more 
productive with my last few 
months of education that I 
don’t have to pay for. I believe 
that for the third trimester, or 
at least the last month or so, 
seniors should do a service 
learning project, internship, 
or full time job instead of at-
tending school each day.
   For years I’ve believed that 
service learning is very un-
dervalued in our modern day 
educational system. Through 
my Flex senior research 
paper community outreach, I 
have discovered that service 
learning can benefit not only 
the community, but also the 
student in immense ways.
   We sit in school and soak up 
information for seven hours, 

five days a week. Then we go 
home and try to soak up more 
information through projects 
and readings. 
   We’re like professional 
sponges by the time we 
graduate, and we’ve soaked 
up more than someone could 
ever imagine. But if we don’t 
wring out all that information 
and actually do something 
with it, what’s the point?
   Service learning projects 
would give students the time 
to actually make a difference 
in the community around 
them while learning more 
about real world problems. 
Students can also learn more 
about fields they are inter-
ested in, and they may realize 
they despise or love some-
thing they do. 
   Internships are another way 

of discovering more about 
career paths while doing 
something worthwhile. Going 
into the workforce and being 
mentored by someone can 
allow students to make con-
nections, and making connec-
tions leads to more opportu-
nities in the future.
   Internships can be an 
insight to a field where the 
student is interested, and if 
the internship isn’t paid, then 
the student can get a taste of 
what the job is like without 
the factor of money being 
involved.
   However, being paid for 
doing work is also extremely 
convenient. Not all jobs that a 
high school senior can get are 
fabulous. Many are minimum 
wage, and many involve some 
type of hands-on work. 

   I’ve had at least one job 
since my freshman year. 
Balancing schoolwork and 
other extra-curricular activi-
ties along with trying to save 
money for college has been 
a normalcy in my life. How-
ever, if given this extra time 
to devote myself to work-
ing, I could make a decent 
amount of money while doing 
something that may actually 
contribute to society.
   I also believe that if this idea 
actually became the reality in 
the future, students should be 
mandated to report their work 
to the school and have a rep-
resentative from their project, 
internship, or job also contact 
the school for proof. 
   I don’t doubt that some stu-
dents would view this time as 
an opportunity to binge 

watch Netflix all day and sleep 
until noon, and they shouldn’t 
be rewarded the same as a 
student who uses this oppor-
tunity for good.
   Grading using a pass or 
fail system for this amount 
of time may be used to track 
the performance by students. 
This grade could depend on 
the reporting to the school by 
the student and representa-
tive, and its an extra point 
on the transcript that shows 
you actually did something 
productive. 
   After Advanced Placement 
testing occurs in the spring, 
the minds of seniors are defi-
nitely not focused on Seaholm 
High School. It’s time to cut 
the cord you’ve been feeding 
us off of, and let us prove that 
we are worthy of praise.

politics on any level. 
   This election, however, is 
different. Young adults are 
stepping up to the plate and 
becoming the group that we 
should be. Many attribute 
this surge in young people’s 
interest in 
utiliz-
ing our 
voices to 
Bernie 
Sanders 
and his 
vows for 
systemic 
change, 
but I 
have 
seen 
people 
of all 
political 
leanings 
get way 
more 
involved 
this elec-
tion. 
   While Sanders may have 
something to do with it, as so 
many of his supporters are 
millennials, I believe that the 
biggest factor is social media. 
It is so much easier to get in-

volved in the political process 
when all you have to do to 
support your favorite candi-
date or start a political discus-
sion is press the “retweet” 
button. 
   It also makes it easier to 

let your views be known 
without having to go around 
and physically tell someone. 
I know how many of my 
classmates feel about certain 
issues because of their social 

media presence, despite never 
having a political discussion 
with them. While social media 
was around in 2012, its use 
has only grown since then. 
Teenagers are using platforms 
like Twitter and Facebook as 

they were 
meant 
to be 
used – 
to share 
ideas 
about 
mean-
ingful 
subjects 
with 
your 
peers. 
   How-
ever, the 
political 
discus-
sions 
are far 
from 
residing 

only on so-
cial media. Teachers and par-
ents no longer need to force 
most kids to be informed 
about politics and world 
affairs. Instead, they are 
well-educated on the subjects 

because of their own research. 
I would estimate about 80 
percent of the conversations 
I have had about this election 
have been totally student-
lead, just for fun (and that is 
saying something, because I 
am in AP Government, a class 
partially about politics). 
   If I pass a group of kids in 
the hallway debating whether 
or not Hillary Clinton will 
be indicted, I would not 
be shocked at all. Seaholm 
students and our generation 
at large have done a fantastic 
job of having an open political 
dialogue and being politically 
active, even if we don’t all 
always see eye-to-eye. 
   Most of the time that an 
article is written about millen-
nials, it is negative. According 
to many a columnist, we are 
lazy, entitled and narcissistic. 
Our generation seems like the 
last demographic to be active-
ly involved in politics, trying 
to let our voices be heard and 
make the country better for 
those that come after us. But 
here we are, proving those 
writers wrong. 
   So, I would just like to say: 
well done, everybody.

you because the teacher has 
this concept in their mind that 
putting you in groups must be 
conducive to better work. This 
has spawned from countless 
clichés like “two minds are 
better than one” and “a whole 
is more than the sum of its 
parts.” When you’re carrying 
dead weight it is hindering, 
not helping.
   Teachers are aware of this 
phenomenon and attempt to 
combat it with criteria requir-
ing group-wide participation 
in preparation and presenta-
tion. There is a huge differ-
ence between the amount of 
effort that goes into prepar-
ing a slide on a PowerPoint 
and the effort that goes into 
simply reading off the infor-
mation.
   More teachers are imple-
menting peer review sheets 
at the end of the project. Who 
in their right mind is going 

to sell out their classmates? 
No matter how frustrated you 
are, us students have got to 
stick together.
   And so we’re left with no 
solutions and no hope of abol-
ishing group projects anytime 
soon. If you don’t want to fail 
the class, you’re going to have 
to grin and bear it. But to all 
the teachers reading this: 
Spare your students.
   Group projects do not pro-
mote social skills or provide a 
fun way to introduce informa-
tion to a class. Group projects 
allow students to slack off. 
Meanwhile, those students 
compensating for their peers 
drown in stress and expecta-
tion.
   Somehow I made it through 
this finals week unscathed. 
See you this June, group proj-
ects. Don’t let the door hit you 
on the way out.

Teachers and parents no 
longer need to force kids to be 
informed about politics and 
world affairs. Instead, they 

are well educated on subjects 
becuase of their own research.
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   The sound of skates on the 
freshly zambonied ice, the 
cheers of family and friends 
in the stands, the sound of 
a puck being struck by a 
hockey stick – these are the 
sounds that senior Maggie 
Madigan hears every time 
she steps on the ice to play 
her favorite sport, hockey. 
Madigan will continue her 
hockey career at the United 
States Naval Academy in the 
fall. 
   Madigan was first en-
couraged by her friend and 
fellow Seaholm senior, Lane 
Martin, to apply to the Naval 
Academy. Martin’s brother is 
a junior at the Naval Acade-
my, and she thought it would 
be a good fit for Madigan. 
   On top of the training she 
will have to complete as a 
basic requirement, Madi-
gan will be going to hockey 
practice every day as well as 
completing her school work. 
   “You get up at 5:30 every 
morning, and your day starts 
with training for about an 
hour,” Madigan said. “Then 
you clean up, get dressed, go 
to classes like we do now in 
high school and then right 
after school there’s dedicated 
sports time where you go 
practice with your respective 
sport.”
   Madigan has been playing 
hockey since she was five 
years old. 
   “I played boys until I was 
about 12,” Madigan said. 
“Then boys started to check 
and it got pretty rough, so I 
switched over to girls [teams] 
where I’ve been playing AAA 

until now.”
   Hockey is divided into 
three tiers. Madigan plays on 
AAA, which is the first tier. 
   “AAA plays at a national 
level,” Madigan said. “I’m at 
tournaments almost every 
weekend in Wisconsin, 
Boston, Texas, New York, all 
over the place.”
   Madigan loves to travel and 
wants to see the world, and 
both the Naval Academy and 
hockey experience allow her 
to do this. She has known 
from a very young age that 
she wanted to play hockey in 
college. 
   “Playing hockey in college 
was always the goal,” Madi-
gan said. “I’d like to stay on 
the ice as long as I can.”
   Her family has always been 
supportive of this goal, and 
Madigan cites her mom and 
brother as her biggest cheer-
leaders. 
   “I know that some parents 
aren’t for their daughters 
playing male-dominated 
sports or entering male 
dominated fields, but I was 
so lucky to 
have my 
mom al-
ways helping 
me out,” Madigan 
said. “She saw 
that passion in me 
and supported me.”
   There is an extremely 
extensive application pro-
cess for the Naval Academy 
that includes at least three 
separate applications and an 
interview (if you are accept-
ed) with a Senator or Con-
gressman to get a nomina-
tion. Without a nomination 
from a member of Congress, 
a student cannot even apply 

to the Naval Academy. 
   Madigan felt that the 
interview was the hardest 
part about the whole pro-
cess because she had never 
been in a formal interview 
situation like that before. 
She ended up getting two 
nominations (one more than 
needed) from Senator Gary 
Peters and Congressman 
Dave Trott. 
   “There were more than a 
hundred kids from the state 
of Michigan competing for 
five spots, so it was pretty 
intimidating,” Madigan said. 
“It was nuts.”
   As a female and a varsity 
athlete, Madigan will be a 
minority at the academy. 
According to US News and 
World Report, only about 
23 percent of the students 
at the Naval Academy are 
female. Madigan believes 
that women’s sports, 
and women in 
general, do 
not always get 
the recogni-

tion they 
deserve. 

   “I think almost 
all women’s sports 

are underrepresented 
compared to men’s sports 
because people have this 
idea that men are faster and 
stronger, their sports are 
more fun to watch,” Madi-
gan said. “It’s always kind of 
been a custom. I think that 
[women’s sports] could use a 
little more support, but, for 
the most part, that’s just the 
way things are.”
   When it comes to her time 
in the Navy, however, Madi-
gan is not particularly wor-
ried about being a minority. 

   “Being a female hockey 
player, I’ve always kind of 
been the minority,” Madigan 
said. “I’ve always been able 
to stand on my own 
and it’s never 
re- ally 

pre-
sent-
ed an 
issue. 
As 
far as 
other of-
ficers and 
en-
listed 
peo-
ple 

go, I feel 
as though if I 
respect them I 
can expect respect 
in return.”
   Madigan hopes 
to get her degree in 
either engineering or 
political science, 
but also has high-
flying hopes for her 
future in the Navy. 
   “I hope to be a Naval Flight 
Officer or a Naval Aviator, so 
hopefully I’ll be flying planes 
by the time I’m an officer in 
the Navy,” Madigan said. 
   By graduating from the 
Naval Academy, Madigan 
becomes an O1 Ensign Offi-
cer in the Navy, which is the 
first level of being an officer. 
She will oversee a group of 
enlisted people, which are 
people who just joined the 

Navy without attending the 
academy. 
   “Officers see over a group 
of enlisted people and plan 
the logistics of a mission,” 
Madigan said. “They then 

have the en-
listed people 
carry out their 
mission or 
plan.”
   While Ma-

digan is 
excited to 
join the 
armed 

forces, 
she is 

also 
ner-

vous 
about 
some 

aspects 
of it. 
   “I’m most 
nervous about 
the military re-
quirements,” Madi-
gan said. “Since I’m 
the first person in 
my family to serve in 

any branch of 
the armed forces 
I don’t really 
have someone showing me 
the ropes or telling me what’s 
what. So I’m a litte nervous 
for that, but it’ll be fun.”
   Madigan says that she 
knew she wanted to serve her 
country and attend the Naval 
Academy after she attended 
the seminar put on by the 
school this past summer. 

   “Before the summer semi-
nar I knew nothing about 
any of the braches of the 
armed forces,” Madigan said. 
“But after that expertise of 
exposure, I saw all the op-
portunities available. The 
opportunities seem almost 
endless and you get to travel 
all over the world. I knew 
that I didn’t want just a bor-
ing office job. For the rest of 
my life, I want to travel and 
meet new people and that’s 
what really drew me to the 
armed forces.”
   After graduation, officers 
have to stay in the Navy 
for at least five years, but 
Madigan plans on staying as 
long as she can. She is most 
excited for the sense of com-
radely among her classmates, 
the same thing she likes the 
most about hockey. 
   “It’s a great job,” Madigan 
said. “You get to travel all 

over the world and meet 
new people. Everyone 

seems to have the same 
mindset, and the 
people I met [over 

the summer] were 
just the greatest 
kids ever.”

   As for advice 
for girls who 
want to enter 

a male dominated field or 
play a male dominated sport, 
Madigan believes anything is 
possible.
   “If it’s something you love 
and something you want to 
do, don’t let anyone stand in 
your way,” Madigan said. “If 
you love it, do it.”

Madigan Sails into Hockey Career

Lights, Camera, Action
   

When some teenagers are 
bored, they play video games 
or watch Netflix. 
Instead, Fresh-
man Richie 
Unger 
makes 
films. 
   Un-
ger 
has 
made 

about seven or eight fin-
ished films in either live 
action or animation form. 
His interest in filmmaking 

began when he was about 
eight years old. 
   Unger found himself with-

out many friends after 
his move from New 

York to Connecti-
cut to Michigan. 

In order to pass 
the time, he 
would take his 
mom’s laptop 

and make 

short 
movies of himself 

lip-synching to pop 
songs.
   “I showed my 
parents and they 
enjoyed them a lot,” 
Unger said. “I got a 
good feeling anytime 
they laughed at a 
video.”
   Unger’s interest 

in filmmaking 

grew as he experimented 
with stop motion animation 
using drawings he made of a 
robot.
   “Around 2011 is when I 
knew I wanted to be a film-
maker,” Unger said.
   However, Unger’s passion 
for filmmaking wasn’t just 
started after his lip-synching 
career. He comes from a his-
tory of artists, including his 
mother and father. 
   “I had the help of my mom 
because she’s also a photog-
rapher,” Unger said. “My 
dads a graphic designer. 
We’re a big art family.”
   Nancy Unger, Richie Un-
ger’s mother, insists now on 
being called Richie Unger’s 
executive producer. Her role 
in his filmmaking career 
isn’t just on the supportive 
level, but she also makes 
sure his talent has the op-
portunity to progress.
   “I got Richie started 
in film by re-
searching and 
finding not 
only film 
classes 

but 

also 
festi-
vals,” 
Nan-
cy 

Unger 
said.    “I now 

help by review-
ing film footage and 

having creative conver-
sations and outings to 
inspire new ideas or to 
help work out kinks his 
current projects.”
   Although Richie Unger 
has taken a few film and 
art classes, he classifies 
himself as more of a 
self-taught artist. When 
he first started using a 
professional camera, he 

used his Nancy Unger’s 
and played around with 
the shutter speed and 
aperture until he knew the 
small techniques.

   “My first real films were 

paper drawn,” Richie Unger 
said. “I would take a sharpie 
and a piece of paper and 
draw. Then I would do the 
classic stop motion and draw 
another picture and put it 
under a camera.”
   Richie Unger still contin-
ues to make stop motion ani-
mation as his skills progress. 
Although live action films 
may be less time consuming, 
he loves animation partially 
because it can be a one-man 
show, and he is in charge of 
everything that occurs.
   “Animation is pretty dif-
ficult and time consuming, it 
takes so much focus in which 
an adult would struggle 
with,” Nancy Unger said. 
“Richie has become so much 
more focused on his work 
and sets the bar very high 
for himself. This is evident 
in the growth of each of his 
films.”
   Freshman Blake Davey has 
been friends with Richie Un-
ger since the seventh grade. 
Richie claims that Davey and 
another one of his friends, 
freshman Joe Henze, are the 
only two people in his live 
action films who he never 
fails to work well with. 
   “It’s a great pastime,” 
Henze said. “We really enjoy 
making movies, even if it’s a 
complete joke.”
   Davey and Henze began 
helping Richie Unger with 
his films simply when they 
were bored. The boredom 
sparked a passion in all of 
them, and now they are 
all more dedicated to the 
films may they be serious or 
comedic.
   Davey also agrees that 
Richie Unger has began to 
become more focused on his 
filmmaking as time goes on.
   “As time goes on I can see 
that Richie’s being more 
dedicated to his movies,” 
Davey said. “He’s taking it a 
lot more seriously.”
   This seriousness has al-
lowed Richie Unger to view 
his filmmaking as more than 
just a hobby. Since the sev-
enth grade, he has entered 
his films in film festivals, 

including the Digital Arts 
Film and Television (DAFT) 
film festival and the Michi-
gan Student Film Festival. 
He has received the Best of 
Show award from DAFT the 
past two years in a row.
   “I have a whole computer 
full of films,” Richie Unger 
said. “I kind of keep them 
to myself, and some I want 
to show to the world. That’s 
what I’m trying to do with 
this film festival stuff.”
   His interest in filmmaking 
has developed and morphed 
over time. However, Richie 
Unger claims that the 
majority of his films still 
spark from the same source; 
boredom. 
   “Most of my films come 
when I’m insanely bored,” 
Richie Unger said. “Half of 
my films have come when 
I’m in math class.”
   In order to remember the 
ideas that come up whenever 
the timing is right, Richie 
Unger always carries around 
a notebook of potential 
ideas.
   “I won’t pay attention, I’ll 
get an idea, write it down, 
sketch it, storyboard it the 
next day and then I have a 
movie,” Richie Unger said. 
“Boredom creates ideas.”
   After the idea is created 
and mapped out, his work 
isn’t even close to being 
done. Richie Unger creates 
the ideas, writes the dia-
logue, draws the animation 
and edits all of his films by 
himself. Although this may 
seem like an obscene amount 
of work, he wouldn’t want to 
have it any other way.
   “I want to be in control of 
everything, and that’s one 
reason why I love directing,” 
Richie Unger said.
   According to Richie Unger, 
the most important aspect of 
his films is the story behind 
them. It doesn’t matter if 
they are animated, silent, or 
live action based; they must 
have a powerful story and a 
“Richie Unger” look.
   “Storytelling is my thing,” 
Richie Unger said. “I guess I 
could write a book, but film-

making I mostly like because 
of storytelling. That’s why 
I can’t choose between ani-
mation and live action film 
making, they’re both telling 
a story.”
   As for his look, Nancy 
Unger believes Richie Unger 
manages to combine his dark 
side with his big heart in all 
of his films. She believes this 
sets him apart from other 
directors because he can 
convey to different audi-
ences.
   “I think Richie has a lot of 
stories to tell and will make 
an impact on the industry in 
not only in what he tells but 
how he tells it,” Nancy Unger 
said.
   Richie Unger has began 
making plans for his film-
making beyond Seaholm. 
He hopes on attending the 
California Institute of the 
Arts to study filmmaking, 
and remaining in California 
so his career can profession-
ally begin.
   Nancy Unger believes this 
determination and future 
goal setting is a result of his 
extreme passion.
   “When you tap into a pas-
sion, you become extremely 
focused on your future and 
how to get there,” Nancy 
Unger said.
   Nancy Unger, Henze and 
Davey all believe that Richie 
Unger will find a way to 
become extremely success-
ful in the film industry. They 
believe that not only will he 
leave his mark, but he will be 
recognized as a great direc-
tor.
   “I would of course hope 
to attend the Oscars with 
him,” Nancy Unger said. “We 
always talk about how I will 
go with him one day, but I 
really just want him to be 
happy and able to make films 
his way.”
   No matter what the future 
may entail, Richie Unger is 
excited to keep telling his 
stories.
   “Getting my story across 
in that format is all I want to 
do,” Unger said. “Filmmak-
ing is my life.”

Charlotte Hoppen
Editor-in-Chief
shshighlandereditorinchief@gmail.com

Photo by Charlotte Hoppen  
Freshman Richie Unger edits one of his many films.

Tessa Banks
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of Maggie Madigan
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Harbort Makes History

sistence to share that success 
with every single one of them.
   “She has an amazing basket-
ball IQ, which allows her to do 
so many things for her team-
mates on the court,” junior 
captain Paige Hartwig said.
  Harbort was a fundamental 
part of the Maple’s 17-4 2015-

know I can be successful in if 
I work hard enough at it.”
    Harbort has high aspira-
tions for herself, even since 
she was young. She focuses 
on setting goals and then 
achieving them even if they 
seem impossible.
   “Hitting a thousand points 
has been my goal since sixth 
grade,” Harbort said. “My 
second goal, actually. My first 
goal was making varsity my 
freshman year and then my 
other was to hit a thousand 
points by the time I leave.”
   Now that those two goals 
have been accomplished, 
Harbort is moving on to even 
bigger goals. 
   “I want 1500 career points 
by the time I leave,” Harbort 
said. “I’d also like to play in 
college for a D1 school.”
According to Harbort, her 
other source of motivation is 
her team. The group of girls 
has always supported her 
goals, and at each game they 
cheer her on as she strives 
towards new ones.
   “She cares about her team-
mates,” head Varsity Coach 
January Hladki said. “She’d 
do anything to help them 
feel success. She puts a lot of 
pressure on herself in order 
to win games, do her abso-
lute best, and all of that is for 
her team, it’s not selfish in 
anyway.”
  After the game ends and 
the crowd goes home, Har-
bort doesn’t see her work 
as finished. When she isn’t 
training, she is caring for her 
team and bonding with those 
around her.
   “Mackenzie cares about 
everyone around her,” Succar 
said. “She is hilarious and ex-
tremely dedicated. An amaz-
ing teammate and an even 
better friend.”
   Her team takes note of this 
internal motivation. They 
are not only inspired by her 
success, but also by her in-

Caroline Owens
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

   Mackenzie Harbort walks 
into the West Bloomfield gym. 
Her parents are there and her 
sister is home from college 
just to watch her play. Her 
cousins, aunts and uncles are 
in town. Only a junior, Har-
bort has scored 986 points in 
less than three seasons as a 
Maple on the Girls Basketball 
team. Her total score to date 
is 1,126. The West Bloomfield 
Lakers are a division up from 
the Seaholm Maples, but this 
doesn’t mean Harbort can be 
stopped.
   “When she got the one-
thousandth point, the team 
was screaming so loud I think 
you could’ve heard us from 
Chicago,” senior captain Sima 
Succar said. “We’re so proud 
of her.”
   However, this Tuesday in 
February was by no means the 
maker of Harbort’s success. 
On the contrary, it is the cul-
tivation of countless minutes 
in the gym and thousands of 
shots put up day after day. 
Fifteen hours a week, just shy 
of fifty weeks a year, accord-
ing to Harbort, are spent play-
ing the game she loves.
   “My favorite part about 
playing basketball is the at-
mosphere and the intensity of 
the game,” Harbort said.
   Harbort’s love of the game 
contributes greatly to her 
success, and this love has only 
made her motivation grow 
stronger.
   “I think that she is the 
amazing player she is now be-
cause of how much she loves 
the game,” Succar said. “She 
practices every day whether 
during the season or not.” 
   Harbort has two primary 
reasons she attributes to her 
success.
“My motivation is just being 
successful,” Harbort said. 
“Basketball is one thing I 

2016 season.
   “It’s really hard to imagine 
the team without Mackenzie,” 
Succar said. “I don’t think the 
team would be as successful 
as we’ve been without her be-
ing a part of our program. 
    Harbort was named one 
of the three best three point 

shooters in the state 
of Michigan as a 
freshman. She has 
been a two-year 
captain and a three-
year varsity starter, 
which only adds 
to her accomplish-
ments on the team. 
   However, Har-
bort remains very 
humble. Even 
after being the first 
Seaholm girl to ever 
score 1,000 points, 
she stays modest 
and composed.
   “You’ve never 
met a more humble 
kid,” Hladki said. 
“It was just like an-
other day of playing 
basketball for her, 
which is the coolest 
part about Mack-
enzie, she’s just 
going to continue to 
work.” 
   Hladki has been 
coaching for over 
fourteen years and 
believes has never 
seen any athlete hit 
a thousand points 
in her career.
   Because of her 
humility, she is an 
inspiration to her 
entire team. But 
more than that, 
she’s a friend.
   “The team would 
not be as successful 
without her on the 
court, but also not 

complete without 
her off the court,” 
Hartwig said. “She’s 
an impactful basket-

ball player, but she’s also such 
an incredible person who is 
always there for her team-
mates.” 
   Her teammates were ec-
static when she scored her 
one-thousandth point, ac-
cording to Hartwig. The team 
had posters made and bal-

loons set up to celebrate her 
accomplishment.
   It was an exciting moment 
for the whole basketball com-
munity, according to Hladki.
   “Her family and teammates 
were all excited for her,” 
Hladki said. “With her humili-
ty, she’s not going to celebrate 
herself, she’s just going to do 
her job. Everyone else gets 
to get excited for her, which 
is the coolest part about our 
group.” 
   According to Hladki, for 
Harbort it’s not about the 
papers, the recognition or the 
stats. Instead, it’s about find-
ing a way to show support and 
pride for the community.
   “She is a family oriented 
kid,” Hladki said. “She loves 
to play well in front of her 
family and friends and that’s 
one of the purest things about 
her. She just wants to have a 
good game, and she’s going to 
get hugs from everyone when 
she’s done. She’s a hometown 
kid and that’s what I love 
about her.”
    According to Hladki, Har-
bort is blessed with incredible 
athleticism, speed and eleva-
tion when she jumps. Years of 
dedication have led to strong 
footwork and a solid shooting 
form. 
   “It all seems very natural for 
her,” Hladki said.
    Her organic ability for the 
game, her constant diligence 
and work and her motivation 
to succeed leaves Seaholm 
with one of their most im-
pressive players in basketball 
history. Even after all the suc-
cess, she’s not done yet.
   “Kenz has so much more to 
give to the game,” Succar said. 
“It sounds crazy because of 
how amazing she’s doing right 
now, but she’s not done after 
high school. She’s going to 
play in college and she’s going 
to be amazing there and if she 
wants, she’ll go even further 
than that.”

Photo Courtesy of Mackenzie Harbort
Harbort shoots a three pointer in a home game versus Pontiac. Harbort 
has been on the varsity basketball team since she was a freshman.
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Lawrence Technological University 
isn’t for just anyone. We want the 

future designers, engineers, scientists, 
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the innovations of tomorrow.
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girl’s Tennis Swings 
For Success

   For spring sports at 
Seaholm, none in recent 
memory have come close to 
achieving equal success of the 
girl’s tennis team.
   With two state titles in the 
last two years, the tennis team 
has added to the recent flurry 
of girls’ sports championships 
here at Seaholm. 
   The girl’s team lost its heart 
and soul in Coach Scott Ran-
some, a former marine, who 
decided to move to Florida to 
avoid cold winters.
   The replacement will not 
be easy, but if there is any-
one who can do it is newly 
hired head Coach Casey 
Cullen. When Cullen went to 
Seaholm, he was one singles 
on the boy’s team and a team 
captain as well as an individu-
al state champion. 
   “I think a lot of people look 
at me as not as experienced, 
but I think I do have a lot of 
experience playing in college 
and playing here at Seaholm,” 
Cullen said. 
    Cullen graduated in 2007 
and attended Western 
Michigan on a scholarship for 
tennis. He graduated from 
Western in 2011 and left as 
the all-time leader in doubles 
wins in Western Michigan 
History.
   “The pride in being a former 
Maple kind of strings in to me 
coming out here and proving 
myself,” Cullen said. “I think 
a lot of good things here are 
already in place with coach 

Ransome winning two state 
titles, but I do have a lot to 
prove. It’s a great place for me 
to start coaching girls.”
   Cullen coached the Brother 
Rice boys’ team earlier this 
fall and was an assistant 
there previously under his 
father, Keith Cullen, who 
coached the boys team this 
year at Seaholm this year and 
coached the girl’s team back 
in 1989. 
   The father-son duo current-
ly teach tennis at the Beverly 
Hills Tennis Club.
   “The biggest difference is 
definitely the amount of new 
girls we have this year,” senior 
Meaghan Flynn said. “Casey 
[Cullen] decided to carry 18 
girls on the team instead of 
16. He thought that all seven 
girls were well deserving of 
being on the team and he 
didn’t want it to be such as big 
hit for next year, as the team 
will lose so many seniors.”
   After edging Grand Rapids 
Forest Hills Northern last 
year by one point to secure 
the state title, Casey Cul-
len looks to replicate Coach 
Ransome’s success again this 
year. 
   Doing so would give this 
year’s seniors three titles in 
their last four years. The team 
held tryouts on March 14, 
giving Casey Cullen a chance 
to see who he wants on the 
roster. 
   “You don’t put a label on a 
team, you continue to work 
hard at it every day in prac-
tice and you earn that respect 
throughout the season,” Casey 

Cullen said. “With each match 
they will either step toward 
that or step away from it. I 
don’t want to add more pres-
sure the success will come 
later.”
   Casey Cullen’s words seem 
to have already made their 
impact as several members of 
the team shared the same at-
titude towards the pursuit of a 
third straight title. 
   “We truly haven’t really 
focused at all on the expecta-
tions of our team this year 
or the possibility of a three 
peat while we are practic-
ing,” Flynn said. “I think that 
Coach Casey [Cullen] prefers 
not to dwell on the recent suc-
cess, but instead to only focus 
on what lies ahead of us.”
   While coaches may leave 
the program from time to 
time, players leaving before 
their time is something more 
unusual. 
   Absent from the tryout was 
star junior Sophie Dixon, the 
19th best player in Michigan 
and a two star recruit.
   This comes as a surprise 
blow to the team. Dixon 
seemed locked into a one or 
two singles role. 
   “Sophie Dixon would have 
been our number one singles 
player this year, and we miss 
her a lot on the team,” senior 
Jessica Morganroth said. 
“However, others on the team 
are stepping up to fill in the 
void.”
   Coach Casey Cullen won’t 
let the bad break change the 
expectaations for this upcom-
ing season.

Conor Ryan
Web Editor
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   As the winter season ends 
and spring sports are getting 
into full swing, the Birming-
ham United Girls Lacrosse 
team is hoping to win their 
third district championship 
during the 2016 season.
   “Surprisingly, this year our 
team has 17 returners,” senior 
Anna Stachler said. “With the 
new members, I think we will 
be able to grow even further 
as a team and be able to pick 
up where we left off last year 
faster. The new members will 
be able to learn at a quicker 
rate as well, developing our 
team for the season.”
   Led by head Coach Jen 
Dunbar, the Birmingham 
girls are looking for another 
successful season on the 
field. Dunbar believes that 
although they lost some key 
players from last season, they 
still have what it takes to win 
big.
   “With the strengths of this 
team, our expectation is to 
win a state championship,” 
Dunbar said. “It will depend 
on every individual showing 
up ready to bring their top 
game, and experience to get 
there.” 
   After losing in the Regional 
Championship a year ago, 
this year’s team just might be 
able to get over the hump and 
advance to the state tourna-
ment.
   “We have more seniors 
and returning players than 
we ever had in the past,” 

Dunbar said. “While losing 
some strong players from last 
years team, all returners saw 
significant playing time last 
season and now come with a 
good full year of tough game 
experience.” 
   Great coaches are hard to 
come by, but the Birming-
ham girls believe that Coach 
Dunbar has set down the 
necessary stepping-stones for 
success.

   “What I like about [Coach 
Dunbar] is that she expects 
great things from our team,” 
Stachler said. “She’s passion-
ate about the sport and wants 
us to be the best team out 
there. I love that she helps us 
individually and as a team, 
which benefits us greatly. She 
sets goals for us, which helps 
us stay on track and focus on 
what we need to achieve.”
   Although the team is a mix 
between girls from Seaholm 
and Groves, the players be-
lieve the returning experience 
can help solve the issue of the 
cross-town rivalry.
   “I’m most looking forward 
to bonding with my team-
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    The Seaholm Boys Basket-
ball team lost their first Class 
A District Game against rival 
Groves High School, 56-65, 
on Monday, March 7. This 
game was the conclusion to 
the Maples’ 4-17 season. 
   “Seaholm basketball went 
into the high school districts 
playing Groves for 
the third time this 
season having split 
the first two meet-
ings,” Coach Mi-
chael Degeeter said.
   The first game the 
Seaholm Maples 
won on their home 
floor with a score of 
45-42. The second 
match up in the 
Groves high school 
gym resulted in a 
loss for the Maples, 
45-57. On Monday’s 
game, Groves won 
the third and final 
Birmingham rivalry 
matchup for the 
2015-2016 season. 
   “A major weakness of our 
team is that we struggled to 
close out games,” senior Cap-
tain Joey Ashcraft said.
   This weakness ultimately 
led to the Maples defeat. 
Seaholm gave an impressive 
first half performance, sup-
porting a comfortable 30-22 
lead on the Falcons going into 
halftime. However, as the 
Falcons began scoring more 
in the second half, the Maples 
weren’t able to keep up.
   The second half opened 
with Groves scoring two three 
point shots in just the first 
minute of play, setting the 

tone for the rest of the half. 
Within the third quarter, 
Groves outscored Seaholm 
22-12, overcoming Seaholm’s 
eight point advantage and 
ending the quarter with a 
score of 42-44.
   “With a 30-22 lead at 
halftime the maples could 
not stop the hot second half 
shooting fromgroves and end-
ed up losing a close game,” 
Degeeter said.

   After the Falcon’s third 
quarter performance, 
Seaholm never regained the 
lead. The Maples were out-
scored in the fourth quarter as 
well, 21-14.
   Junior captain Graham Gir-
dler identified fouling as one 
of the weaknesses of the team. 
This played a major part in 
the Maples’ defeat as well.
   Seaholm fouled 18 times 
in the second half, allowing 
the Falcons to shoot a game 
total of 44 free throws, of 
which they made 32. Those 32 
points made up the margin of 
difference between the scor-
ing totals of the two teams, 

and then some.
   Despite the loss, the Maples 
played extremely hard. No-
table performances include 
junior Max Clark, the high 
scorer for the Maples with 
13 points, Girdler with 12, 
and sophomre Brady Flynn, 
junior Liam Neel and senior 
Joe Wujciack all had eight 
points in the first half.
   “I fully expected our guys 
to come out swinging, and 

they left 
everything 
they had on 
the floor,” 
junior spec-
tator Chase 
Powers said.  
   The team 
had support 
from many 
Seaholm 
Students 
and Staff 
who were 
proud of the 
boy’s efforts, 
no matter 
what the 
score.

   “The boys fought like it was 
a do or die situation, which 
is how they needed to play,” 
Seaholm football Coach Jason 
Bazner said. 
   As for next season, the 
Maples will be returning two 
starters, Girdler and Flynn. 
Also returning for the Maples 
will be high scorer Clark and 
Neel, who played important 
minutes in Monday’s game.
   Graduating starters include 
captains Ashcraft and Joe 
Wujciack as well as Leigh 
Murray. Other senior players 
on the team include JP Shady 
and Cameron McIntyre.
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Maples basketball 
Loses to groves

   The snow has melted and 
spring has sprung, which 
means it’s time for another 
season of Maple baseball. 
After a disappointing season 
last year, the Maples look to 
usher in a new era under new 
head coach John Toth.
   Toth has experience at 
Seaholm, previously being 
the Junior Varsity Coach four 
years ago.
   “When I found out the job 
was open, I called Aaron 
Frank and asked to inter-
view,” Toth said. “I saw some 
faces I knew from 
the first time I 
coached here, and 
that helped to make 
it a good fit for ev-
eryone involved.”
   Both Toth and the 
players know about 
the team’s struggles 
in 2015 and are 
looking to improve 
in every area going 
into this season.
   “First step is 
changing the cul-
ture,” Toth said. 
“It’s about getting 
everyone to have a 
positive attitude, 
getting everyone to 
believe we’re going 
to win. We have a 
very deep pitch-
ing staff, and we’re looking 
to take advantage of that by 
making plays and winning 
games.”
   Senior third baseman 
Dustin Maylath-Bryant spoke 
about the change in culture 

John Dolan
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

Toth has instilled.
   “The whole system has 
changed,” Maylath-Bryant 
said. “We believe we can com-
pete with anyone and coach 
Toth has really put that in 
our head throughout our first 
couple weeks together.”
   Coach Toth and the players 
are in harmony about what 
they should focus on as a 
team.
   “Pitching and defense are 
our focal points,” Toth said. 
“The best pitchers are always 
going to beat the best hitters, 
no matter what level you play 
at. Playoff games are always 

low scoring. If you pitch well 
and play good defense, you 
can beat anyone.”
   Maylath-Bryant echoed the 
importance of pitching and 
defense.
   “Our main focus will be 
defense,” Maylath-Bryant 

A new regime
said. “We have a lot of solid 
pitchers, an area we were 
lacking in last year. If we only 
allow 1-3 runs per game, our 
offensives abilities should be 
able to make enough plays to 
win games.”
   This year’s team features a 
strong, large senior class com-
pared to last year’s that only 
featured three.
   “You can’t teach experi-
ence,” Toth said. “We’ve got 
a lot of guys who have been 
here before and know what to 
do. Not only do we have a lot 
of seniors, but a lot of juniors 
as well, so we look to have 

a strong, 
experienced 
group for 
years to 
come.”
   Senior out-
fielder and 
pitcher Jake 
Dietz sees a 
lot of good 
things in the 
team this 
year.
   “Our pitch-
ing staff has 
a lot of depth 
and talent,” 
Dietz said. 
“Last year 
we were 
thin past the 
starting rota-
tion. The new 

coaching staff will play a huge 
role in our success. There is a 
more intense focus on win-
ning games and fixing con-
trollable flaws. Coach Toth’s 
noticeable zeal for the game 
has rejuvenated the program 
comprehensively.”

Photo Courtesy of Keith Dunlap
Sophomore Brady Flynn defends a Groves player looking 
to pass the basketball.

mates and playing like the 
solid team we are this year,” 
senior Abbie Waechter said. 
   Not only can the girls work 
together towards athletic suc-
cess, but they also believe the 
friendships they form can set 
them apart from other teams.
   “I think chemistry is key,” 
junior Grace Fisher said. “We 
all have the skills, but when 
we come together as a team is 
when we are the most suc-

cessful.” 
   If there is one 
thing that the 
Birmingham girls 
lack, it is certainly 
not speed on the 
field.
   “We have unbe-
lievable speed this 
season,” Dunbar 
said. “We always 
have a decent 
amount, but this 
season is incred-

ible. I have been 
trying to figure out 
how to best take ad-

vantage of that all off season.” 
   But with every strength 
comes a weakness. This year’s 
team believes that they might 
already have the problem 
mapped out.
   “We lost some key defenders 
so filling those spots will be 
hard, but I am confident we 
already have a few players in 
the ranks ready to step into 
those roles,” Dunbar said. 
   The Birmingham United La-
crosse Team’s next game is on 
Wednesday, April 14 at Troy 
Athens High School.
   “I expect that this year will 
strive toward greatness and 
achieve success on the field 
this season,” Stachler said. 

Photo by John Dolan
Coach Toth talks to the Varsity Baseball team after one of the 
first team practices for the 2016  season.

Photo Courtesy of Anna Stachler
Stachler runs with the ball in a game 
during the 2015 season.
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