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Administration	Investigates	Food	Tampering
McKenna Ross
Editor-in-Chief	of	Web
seaholmhighlanderweb@gmail.com

   A Seaholm High School teacher fell ill after 
eating a marijuana-laced cookie given to him 
by a student on March 4, according to the 
Birmingham Police Department. 
   The student, 18, was expelled on March 17 
and now faces charges of food tampering, a 
possible ten-year felony. 
   “There was a student at Seaholm High 
School, and he gave his teacher a cookie, the 
teacher got sick and was taken to the emer-
gency room later on that night,” Birmingham 
Police Department lieutenant Chris Busen 
said. “When they did blood work on the teach-
er it was found that he had marijuana in his 
system, and he doesn’t smoke marijuana, so 
he figured it was probably in the cookie that 
was given to him by the student. So when we 
interviewed the student, he did admit to stick-
ing marijuana in a chocolate chip cookie.”
   Possession of marijuana, which is just a mis-
demeanor, is different than the charge of food 
tampering. Had the student not given the 
teacher the cookie, he would have only faced 
the misdemeanor charge.
   “The crime changes with his intent,” Busen 
said. “His intent by giving it to someone else, 
knowing that it had marijuana in it, is what 
makes it food tampering.”
   In the school’s investigation, the student 
was charged with a violation of the code of 
conduct. There is no section on food tamper-
ing within Birmingham Public Schools’ code 
of conduct, so the administration worked 
within the guidelines of possession and distri-
bution of drugs. 
   Under Michigan law, the building principal 
and superintendent make a recommenda-
tion of actions to the local Board of Educa-
tion, which then makes the ultimate decision. 
Seaholm principal Rachel Guinn and Bir-
mingham Public Schools superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Nerad both made the recommendation 
to the Birmingham Board of Education to 
expel the student, and the Board agreed.
   Nerad said although it was a difficult deci-
sion to make, he felt his recommendation was 

necessary because he had to ensure the safety 
of the staff and students at Seaholm.
   “I looked at a lot of different options as to 
how we could deal with this, but in the end 
that’s the side I came down on,” Nerad said. 
“What an expulsion often does is helps the 
school remain safe, it doesn’t necessarily 
help the young person that has a future 
ahead of them. But I felt in this particular 
case, it was unacceptable and it did not 
meet the standard of safety that I want 
for students and for staff 
and I felt that this was 
the action that had to 
be taken.”
   Guinn agreed 
and said she 
also felt the 
com-
fort 
of 

the 

Seaholm community, par-
ticularly the staff, was the main 
concern.
   “To me, one has to balance out 
the safety and well-being of our 
students,” she said, “I have an 
equal responsibility to provide 
that same level of safety and well-
being for our faculty members 
who come to work each day, and 
this was to me a very clear viola-
tion of that.”
   Nerad said in investigations 
regarding drugs, protocol typi-

cally includes the testing for a substance, in 
this case THC. In addition to the testing, the 
investigation consisted of direct interviews 

with the victim and the 
alleged suspect. 

  “You try to be 
as comprehen-
sive as pos-
sible,” Nerad 
said. “Inher-
ent in that 
process is 
the process 

that is called 
‘due process,’ 

allowing the 
person that is 

being investigated 
a chance to 

provide 
facts 

of 

their own. In other words, you get a chance to 
tell your side of the story.”
   Assistant principal Ali Hamka directed the 
school’s investigation. He said the whole pro-
cess took two and a half full days. He inter-
viewed the teacher to find out who the possi-
ble suspect could have been, then interviewed 
that individual. 
   “It was not difficult,” Hamka said. “It’s not 
like this is CSI here. We ask some questions; 
we aim to understand, then we follow the 
code of conduct in terms of redirection and 
discipline.”
   The student admitted to lacing the cookie 
with marijuana during the interview.
   “We interviewed the student and it was 
pretty cut and dry,” Hamka said. “It wasn’t 
too hard to figure out what had happened.”
   Hamka emphasized that the main concern 
of the investigation was the safety of the stu-
dents and staff at Seaholm. 
   “This whole situation has to do with health 
and safety,” Hamka said. “We don’t have a 

specific policy for that incident precisely, 
that’s not the way things work. [We had 

to be] more general. So the individual 
possibly hurt our staff. [The student] 
put him in a situation where he was 
hospitalized. So, we use it across the 
board. If anybody intentionally hurt 
somebody, what would we do? So 
we use that same determination 
moving forward.”
   Hamka said he was shocked 
when the incident occurred. 
   “These things don’t happen of-
ten,” he said. “And when they do 
it’s like a kidney shot; it knocks 
the wind out of you. I’ve been in 
education for 11 years and this 
is the first time I’ve ever expe-
rienced this and I hope it’s the 
last time.”
   But events similar to this 
one have occurred in the past. 
In December 1990 at Troy 
Athens High School, a
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   Seaholm set the stage–lit-
erally–for a new movie that 
came to theaters Friday, 
March 27. 
   In 2012, a movie originally 
titled “The Bully Chronicles” 
was filmed in the halls of the 
school. Today, the 
movie is called “A Girl 
Like Her–based on a 
million true stories.” 
   This mockumen-
tary captures the 
issue of high school 
bullying and harass-
ment. Jessica Burns, 
played by actress Lexi 
Ainsworth, is being 
harassed by popular 
student Avery Keller, 
played by actress 
Hunter King. A docu-
mentary crew and hid-
den cameras are used 
to reveal the truth. 
Actor Jimmy Bennett, 
who plays Jessica 
Burns’ friend Brian 
Slater, works with Jes-
sica to capture Avery’s 
actions on tape. 
   Other actresses 
include Stephanie 
Cotton, who plays 
Margarete Burns, and 
Linda Boston, who 
plays a character named Mrs. 
Whitehead. 
   Director, writer, and pro-
ducer Amy Weber is from the 
Metro-Detroit area. Weber 
has been making educational 

movies for the past 20 years.  
She recently produced “An-
nabelle & Bear”, which was 
released in 2010. 
   “I knew that the story had 
to be told,” Weber said. “But 
I wanted to tell the story in 
the most raw, relevant, and 
authentic way, using young 
peoples’ voices because I 
made this film for them.”

   This film was made so teens 
could have a representation of 
what so many kids go through 
on a daily basis.
   Weber uses a style that is 
different from the goal of 

most mockumentaries. Ac-
cording to the Detroit Free 
Press, instead of a horror or 
comedy angle, Weber’s goal is 
to enlighten people about bul-
lying and potentially suicidal 
situations.
   “It was entirely unscripted,” 
senior Erin Blackwell said. 
“I got to know the director, 
Amy, pretty well and she 

wanted to make it as realistic 
as possible, make it a real 
documentary. I don't think 
they had a script at all but just 
created scenarios and had the 
characters play off of that.”

   Blackwell played Student 
#1 in the film. Seniors Emma 
Lietz and Meghan Cleveland 
were also selected to be ex-
tras in the movie. 
   “I open the bathroom door 
and Avery yells at me,” Lietz 
said. “Any time me or any of 
the other extras were given 
speaking parts we were told 
to basically improv.”

   This movie truly 
captures the emo-
tions of a high 
school bully and 
victim. “A Girl Like 
Her” sheds some 
light on harassment 
in high schools.
   In addition to the 
movie “A Girl Like 
Her,” Weber cre-
ated a follow-up 
“revolution” called 
The Peacekeeper 
Movement. It is a 
program for young 
people to lead to 
bring social change 
to their high schools 
and their communi-
ties. 
    “[This program is] 
led by youth, sup-
ported by parents, 
and supported by 
the community,” 
Weber said.
   There are two 
main objectives to 

The Peacekeeper Movement. 
The first is to promote peer 
mediation instead of punish-
ment.  The second is to open 

Photo Courtesy of Amy Weber
(From right to left) Actress Hunter King, Actor Jimmy Bennett, Director, 
producer, and writer Amy Weber, and Actress Lexi Ainsworth on set of “A Girl 
Like Her” at Seaholm.

   Different resources avail-
able to students during the 
college application process  
come in many different me-
diums. Some students utilize 
the knowledge of friends or 
parents for assistance. Others, 
like junior Maya Salinas, hire 
application tutors.
   Application tutors assist 
students with researching 
schools, keeping track of 
deadlines, and completing the 
applications and essays. Ac-
cording to Seaholm’s college 
and career counselor Judith 
Stahl, application tutors can 
ease students’ stress during 
the process. 
   Salinas currently has a col-
lege counselor whom she has 
been coordinating with since 
the beginning of her sopho-
more year—a late starting 
point, according to Salinas’s 
college counselor, Eva Mc-
Gregor. 
   After a line of questioning 
on topics ranging from how 
Salinas spent past summers 
to her parents’ educational 
backgrounds, McGregor 
helped draft a plan of the 
steps Salinas would take to 
build a successful application. 
   “So far with me, she’s kind 
of coached me and given me a 
plan of everything that I want 
to get done so that I can have 
a strong application and a 

good chance of getting into an 
elite school,” Salinas said.
   Salinas plans on using 
McGregor’s assistance in the 
future for help on her college 
essays and applications, and 
personal coaching for inter-
views with college representa-
tives. 
   Colleges use essays or per-
sonal statements as tools to 
partially assess students’ aca-
demic capabilities before their 
entrance into the university. 
Admissions representatives, 
according Stahl, can often 
identify an application that 
has been reworked to repre-
sent the student in a different 
or more exaggerated light.
   “They [admissions staff] can 
usually tell from the applica-
tion and essay if it doesn’t 
sound like a 17-18 year old 
student but that of a 40 year 
old adult,” Stahl said.
   According to Gabriel Santi, 
the director of communica-
tions for the Office of Ad-
missions at Michigan State 
University (MSU), MSU 
counselors can identify when 
a student has received extra 
outside help on the essays or 
personal statement. 
   Santi believes that MSU’s 
admissions boards negatively 
view outside assistance on 
the application. They prefer 
the students complete the 
application’s essay mate-
rial individually, because the 
essay is used as a representa-
tive measure to determine 
the students’ potential at the 
university. 
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and post-secondary options,” 
Stahl said. “So seeking free 
help first, I feel, is the most 
responsible thing to do.” 
   Salinas currently utilizes 
the free assistance inside 
of Seaholm, but thinks that 
having McGregor assist her is 
something that will give her a 
greater advantage when com-
peting amongst the nation’s 
elite.
   “Everyone just wants to get 
into the best schools and they 
will do whatever they have 
to,” Salinas said.
   Beyond Birmingham, stu-
dents across the country make 
use of college counseling 
tutors to further their chances 
of acceptance at Ivy schools. 
   The Highlander contacted 
Ivy Wise, an admissions 
counseling and tutoring cen-
ter located in New York for 
information on the college ap-
plication process and students 
receiving outside assistance. 
The company is geared to-
wards helping students gain 
access to Ivy League schools 
across country. Ivy Wise de-
clined to comment.
   In addition to bettering a 
student’s chances with Ivy 
schools, receiving help from 
an admissions tutor can help 
expose students to other 
options. In Salinas’ case, she 
hopes to receive a wider range 
of school ideas during the 
process. 
   “If it has helped, I think 
that it has definitely made me 
look at schools that I wouldn’t 
have thought of looking at,” 
Salinas said. “If I don’t get in, 
then I guess it didn’t help me 
do anything.”
   Santi said she doesn’t think 
that using admissions tutors 
helps students with the pro-
cess, and that the colleges the 
student is applying to are also 
harmed by the advantage.
   “All it does in the long run 
is disadvantage the student,” 
Santi said.
   Choosing to hire an admis-
sions tutor is a decision that 
students across the country 
are debating. Wright and 
Salinas both believe that while 
it would benefit financially 
able students to use a college 
counselor, students can still 
achieve a high quality applica-
tion without assistance.
   “If you’re more independent 
and less indecisive, then do 
it on your own,” Salinas said. 
“You don’t need someone to 
do it for you.”

New Club Encourages Girls to ‘Speak Up’
Emma Lietz
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

equality of the sexes.
   The main focus of the group 
is female empowerment 
within the Seaholm student 
body, with a hope to expand 

the message to the greater 
community in the future.
   The group meets Wednes-

days during xblock in room 
G103.
   “It’s a nice place to speak 
out against something we are 
very passionate about,” junior 

Kate O’Mara said.
   Each meeting has a different 
focus, featuring a discussion 

   Sophomore Leah Warren 
clicks through a Power-
point presentation featuring 
cartoon images of female 
empowerment art, pausing 
briefly to discuss the mean-
ing behind each slide. Other 
members listen closely, nod-
ding and vocalizing agree-
ments with Leah’s words.
   Seaholm Women Speak Up 
is a new organization formed 
to empower women, and to 
embrace feminism and indi-
viduality.
   The organization was 
founded by senior Maame-
Boatemaa, a self-described 
outspoken advocate for the 

Changes Made to Language Requirement 
Conor Ryan
Deputy News Editor 
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

“We encourage people to throw 
in their comments, opinions, 

and life experiences.” 
 

- Sophomore 
Leah Warren

   A mistake in the school 
code, which required current 
seniors to have completed 
two years of a foreign lan-
guage in order to graduate 
this May, was recently recti-
fied by the Michigan Legisla-
ture.  
   The law only was intended 
to apply to the class of 2016 
and on and would have 
adversely affected this year’s 
graduating class.  Now that 
the law has been changed, 
the class of 2015 only needs 
one year, or one credit, of a 
foreign language to get their 
diploma.
   In addition, due to a bill 
passed this January in the 
Michigan State House of Rep-
resentatives, certain non-lan-
guage classes 
at Seaholm 
may now fulfill a year of 
students’ foreign language 
requirements.
   The Representatives revised 
how the language require-
ment itself could be fulfilled. 
Under the Michigan Merit 
Curriculum that Seaholm 
currently follows, a student 

cannot graduate without com-
pleting two years of a foreign 
language. 
   The new requirement allows 
for flexibility.
   “The classes that may 

now take place of a year of 
a language include career 
and technical education, or 
arts instruction beyond that 
required by the Merit curricu-
lum for all students,” coun-
selor Walt Romano said.
   Currently, the full list of ac-
ceptable classes is only avail-

able to administration. 
   “There is a long list of what’s 
available,” Romano said.  
   The bill doesn’t eliminate 
the language requirement, 
but it allows for the potential 

of substitutes. For example, 
after meeting their fine arts 
requirement, if students were 
to take an additional art class, 
they could fulfill one year of 
their foreign language re-
quirement.  This opportunity 
is available to all students 
right now. 

   “Students don’t really know 
about it [the option],’’ Ro-
mano said.
   Last year, student also 
got the opportunity to take 
American Sign Language or 

ASL online 
as another 
alternative 
to a foreign 
language. The 
class would 
fulfill the for-
eign language 
requirement 
and would 
also take the 
place of one of 
students’ five 
classes.
   While op-
portunities 
are currently 
available, the 
actual process 
of substitut-
ing a class 
for a year of a 

language is unclear.
    “Currently [we are] not sure 
of what the Birmingham Pub-
lic school district will allow 
[to be a substitute] because 
the district can be stricter 
than the state,’’ Romano said. 
“[The process] is very compli-
cated.”

Welcoming 
Wilhelm

   Immediately following the 
retirement of former Math de-
partment chair, Carol Pinneo, 
on March 13, math teacher 
Thad Wilhelm became the in-
terim Math department chair 
of Seaholm. 
   “When I started [the interim 
chair position], I was given a 
list of duties and responsibili-
ties that covered two pages,” 
Wilhelm said. 
   As interim math depart-
ment chair, Wilhelm performs 
administrative duties like 
coordi-
nating 
and 
proc-
toring 
place-
ment 
tests, 
creat-
ing 
classes schedules for next 
year, and represents the math 
departments on Seaholm’s 
leadership team.
   Wilhelm has taken the posi-
tion head on. He is already 
working to implement future 
changes.  
   “I’ve been in this role for 
less than two weeks, but we’ve 
already begun conversations 
about two important and 
related topics:  the appro-
priate role of technology in 
mathematics classes, and the 
adequacy of our current pro-
gram in preparing students 
to perform well on the new 
SAT,” Wilhelm said. 
   In addition to his new 

responsibilities, Wilhelm 
continues to teach his math 
classes. He has also recently 
started teaching an extra pre 
calculus class. 
   “Perhaps the most exciting 
part is being a curriculum, 
instruction, and assessment 
resource for my colleagues in 
the math department,” Wil-
helm said.
   Wilhelm is an active pioneer 
in the operations research 
field of mathematics. Over the 
summer, he works with nu-
merous professors at Wayne 
State University to further his 
research. In class, he has even 

brought 
a pro-
fessor 
from 
Wayne 
State 
Univer-
sity to 
test out 
opera-

tions research material with 
his pre-calculus students.
   Wilhelm’s passion for the 
field is evident. 
   "He always focused on us 
understanding equations 
and how to do things instead 
of just memorizing,” junior 
Sarah Basile said. 
   Wilhelm’s students are con-
fident in his ability to success-
fully lead the department.  
   “He is definitely qualified,” 
junior Will Geller said. “I 
believe it is necessary that 
a person at that position 
has taught a variety of math 
classes, and someone who 
is very knowledgeable in the 
subject.” 

Brendan Knight 
Staff Writer 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

    “As a student, you should 
not want to gain admission to 
an institution that you are not 
prepared to succeed at,” Santi 
said. “It really doesn’t benefit 
anyone to have someone else 
complete your application or 
complete your essay.”
   Oakland University student 
Natalie Wright helps stu-
dents with college counseling. 
Wright believes using outside 
assistance can be beneficial to 
students. 
   “As far as [college counsel-
ing] being a disadvantage, 
I don’t think they [colleges] 
would look at it that way, 
because it’s just you’re try-
ing your best to get into that 
school,” Wright said. “I don’t 
think they [colleges] would 
take it as you need help, it’s 
just so competitive now, lots 
of people do this.”
   Students who use outside 
assistance run the risk of 
their work being detected 
as changed by admissions 
boards based on their aca-
demic performance and stan-
dardized testing results. 
   One possible way for admis-
sions boards to recognize if an 
application has been fluffed 
is by comparing high school 
English grades to the quality 
of the personal statement. 
However, when a student 
has a history of good English 
grades and high marks on 
standardized writing tests, 
there is less of a chance that 
admissions officers can tell 
the student has been helped. 
   Salinas said she thinks that, 
although she has been receiv-
ing outside assistance, the 
admissions staff will not be 
able to directly identify that 
she has been helped.
   “I wouldn’t think so because 
it’s still my work and my qual-
ity of work,” Salinas said. “It’s 
just been refined.”
   Using college counseling can 
be expensive. Salinas current-
ly pays her tutor about $200 
an hour, and Stahl believes 
that most admissions tutors 
charge at least 100 dollars 
per hour or require a large 
payment before they begin the 
process.
   With free outside assistance 
available to students at high 
schools across the district, 
according to Stahl, hiring an 
admissions tutor should not 
be the first step in the college 
application process.
   “My entire job is to help stu-
dents with the college process 

led by one of the members. 
The open-forum style of the 
organization encourages dis-
cussion and passionate debate 
as well as internal reflections. 
   “One of the things that is 
very unique about the [discus-
sion] is that it is very conver-
sation and interaction based,” 
Warren said. “We encour-
age people to throw in their 
comments, opinions, and life 
experiences. It’s a very inter-
esting and effective dynamic.”
   “I think the club is essential 
for a lot of reasons,” White-
head said. “The focus on fe-
males is critical these days . If 
we never focus on issues such 
as discrimination, it just never 
seems important enough to 
do something.  
   

“He always focused on us 
understanding...instead of 

just memorizing.”

- Junior Sarah Basile

Photo by Julia Wright
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teaching has been a rewarding 
experience for her. 
   “At the end of the day, I like 
feeling like some small thing I 
did made a difference,” Moten 
said. “Yeah, that’s the best 
part, and on the best days 

that I have it’s a student that 
I may or may not have spent 
a whole lot of time with that 
will come and ask me really 
great philosophical questions, 
or will confide in me.”

ed her with an Outstanding 
Teacher Award.  
   “Jonathan Greenburger 
was the student, we got along 
really well, but he was re-
ally quiet,” Moten said. “It’s 
funny, in teaching you really 

have no idea what kind of im-
pact you're having, and when 
you may plan for it.” 
   Moten has been in the 
district for 19 years, and has 
taught Flex for 18. She said 

Teacher Spotlight: Robin Moten 
Monisha Gowda
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

Photo By Monisha Gowda   

Moten instructs a class. Through the University of Chicago Moten recieved an Outstanding Teacher Award from a 

former student. 

   For Flex teacher Robin 
Moten, a simple palm read-
ing indicated that her career 
would face a fork in the road. 
Only five years later would 
she realize that that fork was 
her calling to pursue a new 
passion—education. 
   After starting as a Politi-
cal Science pre-law major at 
Michigan State University, 
Moten switched to commu-
nications, where she received 
her bachelor’s degree, and 
later held a brief career in 
sports marketing and enter-
tainment. 
   She had hit the “glass ceil-
ing.” Her mother believed 
It was time she made a final 
career switch.
   “She said, ‘Well now you can 
go to law school, you gotta do 
something, cause you’re not 
gonna play videogames,’—
“which I do play video 
games,” Moten said. 
   After her mother suggested 
teaching, Moten enrolled in a 
post BA program at Michigan 
State University, where she 
received her teaching certifi-
cate and first masters degree.
   “You know it’s funny,” Mo-
ten said. “I started the essays 
to get into the post BA pro-
gram at State, and they sort of 
asked these really philosophi-
cal questions about education 
that I never thought of, and 
as I sat and wrote them, I was 
sort of outraged at certain 
things, and it perked my in-
terest. I had no idea that there 

was so much involved in the 
teaching-learning dynamic.” 
   She later then became 
interested in Psychology and 
attended Harvard to get a 
second masters degree in 
Psychology.  

   “I wanted my mom to be 
quiet,” Moten said. 
   In February, Jonathan 
Greenburger, a former 
student of Moten’s at The 
University of Chicago, award-

   Moten credits her mother 
for her success in education.  
   “It’s kind of incredible that 
she [mother] knew that this 
was what I was meant to do, 
and I didn’t know that when 
I was 17,” Moten said. “At the 
time, I had no desire to be a 
teacher whatsoever.” 
   Moten first student taught 
at North Farmington High 
School. When she was hired 
at Seaholm in 1996, she was 
replacing Lynda Petrankek, 
an ill staff member that was 
dealing with breast cancer. 
Uncertain of Petranek’s con-
dition, in the spring Moten 
began interviewing with other 
schools. 
   Then Seaholm principal Dr. 
Helene Mills wrote to Moten 
suggesting she join the Flex 
team. While Moten sent her 
work to Flex team members, 
she had her eye on Groves. 
   “The diversity was a big 
thing [at Groves], and I 
walked into that building 
and I felt there was a sense of 
cohesion and pride, and it was 
a little different here,” Moten 
said. “Now I feel that way 
here, but at the time, I was 
like, ‘eh, eh, it’s a nice build-
ing but…’” 
   Moten realized Seaholm 
was for her after meeting with 
then Groves principal Bob 
Lance. 
   “I went over to his [Lance’s] 
office and I was excited, be-
cause I was like, ‘yes, I want 
to be at Groves,’ but then he 
said, ‘I heard you might be in 
Flex,’” Moten said.  “And he 
said, ‘if I had something as 

good as Flex, I would bring 
you over to Groves in a heart-
beat, I think you should stay 
at Seaholm.’ Then I got told, 
[by Seaholm] ‘you’re going to 
be in Flex,’ so I stayed.” 
   Moten has no regrets about 
joining the Flex program. 
   “I know it can’t get better 
it’s really hard,” Moten said. 
“There is reason why there is 
no other program like Flex in 
the country, there are a few, 
and people are really interest-
ed in how you do it, but so far, 
there are very few programs 
in the country that look like 
ours.”
   She works hard to make the 
Flex program an environment 
where students are encour-
aged to pursue their interests. 
   “They go from being these 
cute little freshman to these 
really great seniors that are 
going to go out and have 
some impact on the world 
themselves,” Moten said. 
“So, that’s what I would want 
them to take from Flex, is the 
confidence that they can do 
those things, that in whatever 
way they wwant to change the 
world they can do it.”
   Moten found her passion in 
education, she urges students 
to discover their interests. 
   “Find that passion,” Moten 
said. Don’t yell at us when 
we say find that passion. This 
ain’t no dress rehearsal man, 
you only got one time around 
in this life, do everything you 
can with some gusto.”                                                          

   Seaholm is welcoming the 
Humanity Club lead by soph-
omores Grace Fischer and 
Grace Murray with teacher 
advisor Marisa Whitbey. 
   “Basically, we are bring-
ing awareness to Seaholm 
students about the effects of 
destructive decisions,” Fischer 
said. 
   The kickoff meeting date for 
the Humanity Club has not 
yet been announced, but the 
club plans to hit the ground 
running. Each month the 
club will focus on a different 
destructive decision to spread 
awareness.
   “One month may focus on 
suicide awareness, one may 

be eating disorders,” Murray 
said. 
   In addition to spreading 
awareness, the club intends to 
also take part in activities and 
events to help make a differ-
ence. 
   The club’s expectations 
aim to positively impact the 
Seaholm community. Club 
members plan on working 
together to empower the stu-
dents of Seaholm and encour-
age communication and the 
promotion of safe decisions 
and actions. 
   “We want to have a fun, 
active club that students will 
enjoy going to, but will also 
be making a difference in 
their school and community,” 
Fischer said. 
   The Humanity club strives 

Tess Collins
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Humanity Club Helps Seaholm
to act as a healthy outlet to 
relieve societal pressures 
to decrease self-destructive 
paths. The club will act to cre-
ate an environment that sup-
ports safe decisions in the face 
of the many pressures and 
stresses put on high school 
students. 
   “I’m really proud of how 
organized and enthusiastic 
these students have been in 
getting this club started,” 
Whitbey said. 
   Students are excited to meet 
the Humanity Club’s goals. 
    “I think its a great idea and 
very inspiring,” sophomore, 
club member Caroline Claar 
said. “If this club could help 
save someone who is hurting 
just one person, then it suc-
ceeded.” 

student spiked a teacher’s cof-
fee with LSD. The Troy school 
board suspended her in Feb-
ruary 1991 for the remainder 
of the school year. In October 
of that year, the courts found 
her guilty of poisoning a food 
or drink, a felony. She was 
sentenced to six months in jail 
and three years probation.
   Teachers at Troy Athens 
protested the school board’s 
decision not to expel her, say-
ing it was an example of the 
board’s disregard for teachers’ 
safety. 
   At Seaholm, a student 
spiked a coffee pot with LSD 
in April 1986. The testing re-
sults on the coffee pot showed 
strong evidence of the drug, 
but the teacher who fell ill did 
not have any of the drug in 
her system. 
   Some students at Seaholm 
said they are disappointed 
by the results of the incident. 
Senior Leah Stanisz said she 
doesn’t think this incident 
portrays the school fairly.
   “It’s a negative thing when 
all this is on the news because 
people think this is such a bad 
school, but we don’t have a 
lot trouble going on in these 
halls,” Stanisz said.
   Nerad said he worried that 
the staff would feel unsafe if 
less serious disciplinary ac-
tion had been taken.
   “Just as a parent shouldn’t 
have to worry when they send 
their child to school whether 
they’re safe in school, a staff 
shouldn’t have to worry 
either,” Nerad said, “and this 
was a violation of that trust.”

FOOD
Cont. from page 1

up two seats on every school 
board and two seats on every 
city council across the coun-
try to put 18 year-olds at the 
table who are equal to adults. 
According to Weber, this will 
promote dialogue between 
teens and the community as 
well as between teens and 
their parents.
   “We’re not ever going to 
solve this issue–not only this 
issue, but any issue that af-
fects young people,” Weber 
said. “Why would we exclude 
them from conversations and 
in laws and decisions in the 
communities in which they 
live?”
   Any young person who is 
interested in beginning that 
process of change can down-
load this seven-step program 

A GIRL LIKE HER
  Cont. from page 1

for free from www.agirllike-
hermovie.com. 
   “Cyberbullying is so much 
easier now because of social 
media,” Lietz said. “I think 
the film does a really good job 
of portraying how widespread 
it can be–bullying is no longer 
just in person. It can follow 
you wherever you go because 
of social media.”
   In 2011, right before the cast 
and crew started filming “A 
Girl Like Her,” Pew Research 
Center conducted research 
on cyberbullying. Accord-
ing to their research, “88% 
of the teens who use social 
media said they have seen 
someone being mean or cruel 
to another person on a social 
networking site.”
   According to Weber, bully-

WE ALSO TAILOR LADIES FORMAL DRESSES

ing is going on at every high 
school, even if everybody does 
not know about it. The kids in 
previous documentaries were 
her inspiration to finally write 
this story. 
   Since filming “A Girl Like 
Her,” Weber has been work-
ing with a family to develop a 
transgender story that is told 
from the child’s perspective. 
  Her films and The Peace-
keeper Movement are an 
effort to bring social justice to 
schools  across the country.
   “It was a lot of long hours 
at school, but I really enjoyed 
it,” Cleveland said. “I'm glad 
that [“A Girl Like Her”] is in 
theaters. Hopefully a lot of 
people will see it.”
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McRants: In  
the Moment
McKenna Ross
Editor-in-Chief of Web
seaholmhighlanderweb@gmail.com

   As third trimes-
ter begins and the 
temperature rises, 
students begin to 
feel that familiar 
itch under our 
skin. We feel it 

as we scoot out of our desks 
during the last five minutes 
of fifth hour. We feel it as 
we fast-walk down the halls 
towards the parking lot. We 
feel it as we step outside and 
feel the warm air on our skin. 
That itch that feels like some-
thing new is coming, and we 
just want it to happen as soon 
as possible.
   For many of us, something 
new really is coming. Wheth-
er it’s a new spring sport, a 
new job, or even college next 
fall, we’re all excited for that 
new chapter in our lives. 
   But beware, anticipation is a 
gift and a curse. 
   Sure, it keeps us looking for-
ward to our goals and work-
ing harder towards them. But 
it also keeps us away from 
where we are right now.
   If we spend all our time 
looking forward to the future, 
will we truly enjoy the pres-
ent?
   That’s an age-old question. 
Every adult warns us to enjoy 
these years; they’ll be the 
best time of our lives. And of 
course, we roll our eyes and 
promptly ignore their advice. 
   However, I’m beginning to 
see where these adults are 
coming from. I have spent the 
past six months yearning for 
a clear path to my future and 
now I wonder, how much of 
my senior year have I missed? 
Have I been too busy trying 
to control where I’ll be years 
down the line when I realisti-
cally can’t even control what 
will even happen the next 
day?
   One Sunday in February I 
was researching college when 
BPS called a snow day. After 
excitedly dancing around, I 
went back to my work. But 
then a friend texted me to 
ask if I wanted to go to night 
sledding. 
   I hesitated. I still had so 
much I wanted to look up. 
The more I thought about it, 
the more I wanted to go out. 
If I passed on this opportu-
nity, what kind of memory 
would I miss out on? I didn’t 
want to waste my last snow 
day. So, I went, and that night 
became one of my favorite 
memories. 
   I want everyone to think 
about this. How much of sec-
ond trimester did you spend 
looking up the average GPA 
and ACT score for your dream 
school? How much of it did 
you spend complaining about 
spring workouts or musical 
rehearsals? 
   Now think about your favor-
ite memories you’ve made re-
cently. Were they friends and 
family, doing something you 
love? My guess is they weren’t 
staying up late on University 
of Michigan’s website.
   It’s important that we pay 
attention to the good things 
happening today before we 
worry about whatever will 
happen tomorrow. Appreciate 
that you can make long-last-
ing memories in high school 
unlike any other time in your 
life. And remember, every-
thing you are and are not 
looking forward to is some-
thing you can deal with later.

Listen to 
Luke: Genre 

Drama
Luke Sperling
Editor of Mobile Platforms
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Most 
people 
who say 
they don’t 
like video 
games are 
wrong.
   Okay, 
they’re 
not so 

much wrong as they are not 
educated enough to state that 
position.
   Imagine someone who 
listened to one rap song, then 
proudly proclaimed, “I don’t 
like music!” or someone who 
watched a few holes of golf 
then was convinced all sports 
are boring.
   Sounds ridiculous, right? 
Any human being that doesn’t 
drag their knuckles along the 
ground shouldn’t think like 
this, right? Unfortunately, I 
have to deal with mongrels 
like this all the time.
   But they don’t arbitrarily 
hate music or sports. They 
hate video games.
   Sometimes they dislike 
video games because they as-
sume all games are “unintelli-
gent”. No one considers chess 
to require no brain power. Yet 
I’ve played many video games 
that make chess look like 
Chutes and Ladders.
   Most of the time, these hea-
thens see or play one video 
game, don’t like it, then write 
off all others as low quality. 
They see Call of Duty and 
think all games are violent. 
They see Candy Crush and 
think all games are mindless.
   Some genres of video game 
are so different from oth-
ers that they are completely 
incomparable. How can you 
accurately compare a turn-
based strategy game (a genre 
where strategy is rewarded 
over reflex) with a fighting 
game? They have almost 
nothing in common, except 
that they’re both video games.
   Video games cater to such a 
wide swath of people with the 
multitude of different experi-
ences it can provide. And not 
all genres are for everyone. I 
personally hate almost every 
racing game. But I love role 
playing games.
   For someone to say they 
hate music, they should listen 
to a few songs from many dif-
ferent genres. If they dislike 
every selected song, then they 
can say they don’t like music.
   Therefore I have compiled 
a list of 32 video games that 
everyone should play. If you 
try each and every one of 
these games, and you don’t 
take enjoyment in any of 
them, then you can say you 
don’t like video games. The 
list is posted online to the 
Highlander website.
     Even if you don’t think 
you’ll enjoy any genre, at least 
give a couple a try. You never 
know what you might end up 
enjoying.
   I’m mostly writing this 
article so I can carry around 
printed copies of it to hand to 
jerks who diss video games. If 
I hand you this, I’m probably 
mad at you and you should 
right the situation by buying 
me non-dairy, low fat frozen 
yogurt.
   If those nerds listen to 
Luke, they’ll try things before 
making up their mind. I don’t 
expect them to though; those 
people tend to be close-mind-
ed. I’m not bitter, I swear.
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(Prom)ises, (Prom)ises
   If I do not get/

give an exqui-
site promposal 
this year, then 
what is the 
purpose of a 
prom?

   Every year, 
near the end of April, gowns 
have their prices jacked up 
and the renting of tuxedos 
begins. 
   All around the country, 
millions of upperclassmen in 
high school find the brightest 
and best outfits, shiniest cars, 
impeccable chauffeurs, and of 
course, fun-loving dates.
   All around the country, ex-
cept at our very own Seaholm.
   At Seaholm, approximately 
half of the senior class will 
never set foot at a prom. 
   Half of that half will claim 
that it was because they 
“didn’t get asked”.    The other 
half will claim that the day 
conflicted with other activi-
ties.
   To me, all that complaining 
sounds like “blah, blah, blah”.
   So, you’ve heard of prom; 
all your life your mother has 
talked about how her prom 
night was a dream come true 
and your father brags about 
the number of flowers he gave 
to his date every night before 
he tucks you in.
   March madness is over and 
it is two weeks till the day.
   You have no problem getting 
a dress or a tux because your 
taste is through the roof.
   For a dress, you’re thinking 
a midnight black, long dress 

with a short train and open 
back. For a suit, you’re think-
ing of changing the game with 
a turtle neck and a vintage 
blazer.
   But you shut all these plans 
out because you are sure 
there is no way you can go to 
the prom. Why? Because you 
simply do not have a date to 
accompany you. Poor you.
   Poor you? No, shame on 
you.
   Maple family doesn’t only 
come to play when we win a 
football game against Brother 
Rice or kick Groves out of a 
tournament.
   Maple family comes to play 
especially when it is time to 
put academics to the side and 
experience life. 
   It comes into play when all 
people need is a memorable 
night to commemorate their 
high school years.
   If we are truly a family, it 
should be no problem to ask 
the girl who sits alone in the 
cafeteria to prom. 
   It should be no problem for 
you to ask the boy who you al-
ways compliments your shoes 
to prom.
   It should be no problem 
if the person you ask, has 
someone else on their mind. 
All you do, is simply move on 
to the next. 
   There are over a thousand 
students in the building. Trust 
me, someone will say yes.
   Prom is the one night in all 
your life where you get to play 
the part of Prince Charming 
and Cinderella. Or Cinderella 
and Cinderella. Or Prince 
Charming and Prince Charm-
ing.

   Heck, you can go as just 
Cinderella in search of Prince 
Charming or vice versa.
  There is no formula.
   There are no tricks. Only 
bravery.
   Think about it for second.  
Do you want to be the person 
who fifty years down the line, 
has no recollection of what 
your prom was like because 
you never attended?
   I think not.
   Spencer Miller wowed the 
crowd during the talent show 
when he asked his beautiful 
girlfriend Emma Claussen to 
prom.
   Yes, that was cute. Yes, a lot 
of girls and boys shed tears 
(not me though).
   But I want to know; can we 
see more of that?
   Can the students of Seaholm 
disregard the fact that there 
are people watching and do 
what ought to be done?
   Get off your high horse, grab 
a rose, or some corn (prefer-
ably for me), or a new pencil, 
strut across the room to the 
boy/girl you deem fit and yell 
it to the world; WILL YOU 
PLEASE GO TO PROM WITH 
ME YOU LOVABLE HUMAN 
BEING?
   Yes, s/he is entitled to say 
no, regardless of whether or 
not you ask in public, and 
there is nothing you can do 
about it. 
   There is nothing you should 
do about it other than to 
thank them for their sincerity 
and wish them a happy prom 
night. 
   After four years of walking 
the same halls and complain-
ing about the same teachers, 

At What Cost?
   It’s no secret that Seaholm 
students use college counsel-
ors to help them get into more 
elite schools. The use of these 
professionals to embellish a 
student’s application is sup-
posed to be a benefit, but in the 
long run, they are a detriment 
to the student’s well being. 
   These counselors help them 
with everything from telling 
students what activities to 
do to beef up their resume to 
helping them with the actual 
application process, including 
help with the coveted personal 
essay. 
   This artificial enhancement 
of a student’s application may 
help them get into more elite 
schools, but at what cost? Not 

only are these students paying 
these professionals huge sums 
of money, but the schools they 
end up getting into likely won’t 
be places they will thrive. 
   With the help of a college 
counselor, a student could get 
into an elite university when 
they normally would not have. 
If they decide to attend that 
elite university after getting in 

on arguably false pretenses, 
the chances that they will 
succeed are slim.
   As painful as it may be for 
students, colleges only try 
to admit people they believe 
they will do well at their 
school. If someone would not 
normally get into a school, 
it is most likely for a good 
reason.
   College is all about prepar-
ing students for the “real 
world” - it teaches them how 
to make friends, how to be 
self-sufficient, and provides 
a good “in-between” place 
where there are more re-
sponsibilities than they had 
as a high schooler but not 
as many as they will have as 
adults, allowing for a safe 
space to make mistakes. 
   However, if the student is 
struggling to keep up because 
they went to a school that is 
simply too difficult for them, 
all of these other amazing 
opportunities that they’re 
supposed to gain from from 
college may disappear under-
neath the pile of schoolwork 
and stress.
   The fact that a student 
thrives at the school they 
attend is far more important 
than the name or pedigree of 
that school. Employers would 
rather hire someone with an 
impressive resume and high 
GPA from a lesser-known 
school than someone who 
barely graduated from an Ivy 
League university.
   College counselors can be 
of great help to students who 
want to get into elite schools, 
but it’s not worth the cost 
of sacrificing a good college 
experience.
 

the least we can do as a family 
is create memories with people 
who will cherish them all the 
days of their lives.
   Prom will be a night to re-
member many years down the 
line.
   It will resonate in our minds 
as we remember how hand-
some our Prince Charming 
looked or how graceful our 
Cinderella glided across the 
dance floor, many, many years 
from now.
   To the boys in search of 
someone to ask; ask the most 
unlikely person and do not 
care what others will think 
because if you end up with that 
person in future, it will all be 
worth it.
   To the boys who know who 
they want but are afraid be-
cause they believe s/he is way 
out of their league; how do you 
know?
   To the boys with friends who 
may never be asked to prom; 
boy, if you don’t ask that per-
son and go ask some other who 
doesn’t care as much for you, I 
hope your tux rips.
   To the girls of color who wor-
ry because they attend a pre-
dominantly white school with 
people who do not normally 
date outside of their race; wear 
heels higher than their self-
esteem and show them how to 
shake it off on that dance floor.
   To the girls with crushes but 
don’t know how to ask; just do 
it. The worst thing he can say 
is maybe.
   And finally, to the DJ at 
prom; if you do not play some 
Beyoncé and some old school 
hits, we will have a serious 
problem.

Staff Editorial

Maame Boatemaa
Deputy Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

 The fact that a 
student thrives 

at the school 
they attend is far 
more important 

than the name or 
pedigree of that 

school. 
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Seaholm’s Got Talent
Meghan Cleveland
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Teacher Tributes to Contribute
Adrian Toshiro Jara
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   The SOS Seaholm’s Got Tal-
ent, Talent and Art show took 
place on Wednesday, March 
18 at 7 pm in the Seaholm 
Auditorium.
    Sophomore Elizabeth Zdyb 
(right) won the talent por-
tion by singing “Dog Days 
are Over” by Florence and 
the Machine. Senior Kara 
McInerney and sophomore 
Andrew Wilt (far right) came 
in second, and seniors Emily 
Blair and Lily Talmers came 
in third place. Seniors Cate 
Goldman, President of SOS, 
and Spencer Miller sang a 
song together (below).
   While almost all of the 
participants sang, or played 
an instrument, sophomore 
William Childers performed 
an interpretive dance.
   Teachers such as Angela 
Lavery, Michael Wicker and 
Peter Smith, and Eric Bruns 
showed off their talents in 
dancing, singing, and telling 
stories while waiting for the 
votes to be counted.

   Seaholm holds the annual 
Hunger Games-themed char-
ity event for Charity Month, 
with student congress in 
charge. Their goal is to have 
students donate jars of peanut 
butter and jelly and to collect 
money from each department.
   Each department competes, 
and whichever department 
collects the most jars or 
money wins.     
The teachers who collect the 
least at the end of each week 
are eliminated.
   Student Congress has donat-
ed 643 jars of peanut butter 
and jelly in the first half of 
Charity Month.
   Peanut butter and jelly 
donations go to Lighthouse 
Charities as a way to pro-
vide lunch to those who 
are not provided lunch free 
from the school department. 
The money donations go to 
Believe in Miracles for those 
with lifetime illnesses.
   “One of our goals is to make 
Seaholm a giving communi-
ty,” student congress adviser 
Shannon Feliciano said. “We 
pride ourselves on being very 

giving and being generous, 
and this is the time to exem-
plify that.”
   Two tributes represent 
each department. This year’s 
tributes include math teach-
ers Jeremy Barber and Eric 
Bruns, English teachers 
Rachel Shaba and Samantha 
Canfield, science teachers 

Patrick Hoover and Amanda 
McDonald, social studies 
Marisa Whitbey and Rochelle 
Rogers, Flex teachers Peter 
Smith and Robin Moten, and 
fine arts teachers Tim Cibor 
and Kellie Vagts.
   “It’s nice to have some-
thing that gets the students 
involved and interested in 
donating,” Whitbey said. “It’s 
the Hunger Games! I’m doing 
what it takes to make dona-

tions.”
   Student congress president 
Lily Talmers agreed.
   “We want teachers to be 
competitive and students to 
be aware,” Talmers, a senior, 
said. “We’ve gotten far more 
donations than past years, 
and the student body seems 
far more aware.”
   In order to promote Char-
ity Month and have others 
donate, student congress 
members played the song 
“Peanut Butter Jelly Time” by 
Buckwheat Boyz in the halls 
between class periods.
   “There’s a lot of mixed 
emotions and mixed feelings 
about it,” senior Sam Lareau 
said. “But in the long run 
people started to bring peanut 
butter and jelly.”
   The peanut butter and jelly 
donations ended on March 25 
with the fine arts, science, and 
math departments eliminated. 
Student congress is currently 
collecting money for the next 
part of Charity Month.
   “We’re going to switch over 
to Believe in Miracles, which 
is similar to Make a Wish,” 
Feliciano said. “It’s for kids 
that have endured cancer or 
lifetime illness.”

“One of our goals is 
to make Seaholm a 

giving 
community.”

- Shannon 
Feliciano

Photos by Adrian Toshiro Jara
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Artist Spotlight On Seaholm’s 
New Band: The Disco Cops

Page and Griffiths practice their preformances and write 
their new singles.

Photo courtesy of the Disco Cops

Ethnic Emojis 
Cause 

Controversy

Emily Abbott
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Avery Campbell
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Over this past year, people 
across the globe have been 
demanding more ethnically 
diverse emojis. 
   Since the 2010 release of 
emojis by Unicode, they 
have been popular amongst 
Seaholm students  and teens 
across the nation.
    “I couldn’t live without 
emojis,” senior Claire Denison 
said.
   According the Emojipedia, 
there are 722 emojis on the 
standard emoji keyboard is-
sued by Unicode in the Apple 
App Store. Out of over 700 
emojis, there are only two 
non-white people: a brown 
skinned man with a turban 
and an Asian man with a skull 
cap. The rest of the charac-
ters are all white with either 
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   Staying home for spring 
break?  Sick of binge watching 
Portlandia on Netflix?  Bored 
to tears of just sitting around 
at home while life is passing 
you by?  The Highlander has 
just the cure!
   Now that winter’s almost 
over, it’s not necessary to pile 
on the blankets night after 
night.  What should you do 
with these extra comforters? 
Make a blanket fort!  Spend 
a day reliving your childhood 
by constructing a cozy blanket 
fort.  Invite some friends over 

and watch a movie in it!  The 
comfy possibilities are end-
less!
   Now that you’ve built your 
blanket fort, it’s time to put it 
to good use. Reading is a great 
thing to do when the weather 
is bad.   We all have books on 
our shelves we’ve never read.  
Pick one out and set aside an 
entire day to read the whole 
thing.  Coffee and snacks are a 
must in literary explorations.  
Check out goodreads.com or 
your local librarian for more 
reading recommendations.
   Go on a sweet adventure 
and try as many local ice 
cream places as possible.  

   The “Disco Cops” are the 
latest breakthrough band at 
Seaholm. The group consists 
of two juniors Lane Griffiths 
and Dane Page and their 
passion for making songs 
together.  
   Griffiths and Page began 
playing music together last 
spring, and since then have 
practiced 2 or 3 times a week 
in Page’s basement. Griffiths 
mostly plays guitar, while 
Page ranges from guitar, bass 
and piano. 
   “Dane plays everything, he 
can vary,” Griffiths said. “I 
stick with guitar.” 
    About half of the songs the 
band plays are original pieces 
and the other half are covers. 
The Disco Cops experiment 
with their signature sound, 
and they go with the flow of 
the music instead of sticking 
to a genre. 
    “We haven’t really settled 
on a style,” Page said. “Defi-
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blonde or brown hair. 
   The call for ethnically 
diverse emojis has only got-
ten more prevalent since the 
release in 2010.
   Currently, there some off-
brand emoji keyboards avail-
able in the App store such as 
“Ethnic Emojis,” released by 
Tumult Apps LLC.
   However, the style of the 
characters is noticeably dif-
ferent from Unicode’s. Not 
to mention the $1.99 price is 
enough to deter users. 
   “Racial equality should 
not be something I pay for,” 
senior Ethan Susser said.
Apple and Unicode an-
nounced that they will release 
more ethnically diverse 
emojis on an upcoming iOS 
update, but no  date has been 
announced when the update 
will be available.

Illustration by Victoria Bernstein

Students and 
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Social Media
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   In today’s educational 
system, students and teachers 
have many opportunities to 
connect. Between services like 
Remind101 and social media 
outlets like Twitter, teach-
ers and students are more 
connected than ever before. 
Teachers use these tools to try 
to aid the student’s experi-
ence, but on some occasions, 
the constant connection can 
create unforeseen problems.
   Math teacher Shannon Fe-
liciano said she uses Twitter 
frequently. On the first day of 
each trimester, she encour-
ages her students to follow 
her on Twitter to get informa-
tion about homework or tests. 
Feliciano said she follows her 
students back unless they 
request otherwise.
   “If I don’t follow a student 
back on Twitter they can’t di-
rect message me about home-
work,” Feliciano said. “Most 
students don’t want to put out 
to the world ‘hey I don’t know 
how to do this problem’.”
   Since Feliciano must follow 
her students back in order to 
directly communicate with 
them, she sees their Tweets 
as well.
   “Occasionally, you see 
things you wish you didn’t,” 
Feliciano said.
   Teachers viewing students’ 

profiles can alter the way in 
which students interact on 
social media. For example, 
junior Emmett Kowalski is 
careful as to what he shares 
with his followers.
   “Teachers viewing my mate-
rial online does make me 
censor it much more closely,” 
Kowalski said.
   Kowalski likes that his 
teachers are easily available, 
but said he has never used 
Twitter to directly contact his 
teachers.
     While students like Kowal-
ski are fond of the communi-
cation, sophomore Ben Nepa 
said he has his doubts.
   “I find it weird that teachers 
can look at my information on 
social media,” Nepa said.
    Science teacher Patrick 
Hoover uses the Remind101 
service daily to remind his 
students about homework or 
to attach review sheets for 
tests.
   “I find it helpful to be able to 
send quick homework re-
minders to students,” Hoover 
said.
   One issue that Hoover has 
noticed is that if he forgets to 
send one then many students 
will come into class the next 
day without their completed 
work.
   “Students end up relying on 
the service, and they come in 
surprised the next day when 
we had homework,” Hoover 
said.

nitely not Mumford & Sons. 
We’ll call it Indie.” 
    Page and Griffiths are 
inspired by groups such as Si-
mon & 
Garfun-
kel, The 
Kinks, 
The 
Beatles, 
and The 
Beach 
Boys. 
Both 
were 
raised 
on mu-
sic; they 
each 
began 
guitar 
lessons 
during 
third 
grade 
and 
since 
then 
have used instruments and 
vocals as a creative outlet. 
   “It’s something productive 
to fill up time,” Griffiths said. 

“You’re doing something, 
you’re making something.  It’s 
fun.”
   The Disco Cops performed 

at the Seaholm Talent Show. 
They look forward to future 
performances at open mic 
nights at local cafes and per-

forming outside in the warm 
weather. Eventually, they said 
they’d love to record their 
own music and would want an 

album consisting of slow 
and thoughtful songs. 
   After graduating from 
high school, both boys 
want to keep music in 
their life. Page would 
like to have it as a hobby 
forever, while Griffiths 
hopes to go into the music 
business. 
   “Dane is better with the 
technical side of music,” 
Griffiths said. “I love the 
creative parts, and work-
ing with other artists.”
   For now, the Disco 
Cops plan on continuing 
their basement practices, 
playing their brass instru-
ments in the Seaholm 
Band and writing new 
songs to perform this 
spring. They also promote 
their band on Twitter with 

their account @discocops1. 
   “We’re keeping it good and 
funky,” Page said. “Follow us 
if you feel it.”

PUT SPRING IN YOUR STEP!

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE FOR SEAHOLM STUDENTS, TEACHERS AND PARENTS!

There’s traditional ice cream 
at Treat Dreams, Ray’s, and 
Oberweis.  Soft-serve stands 
include Dairy Deluxe, Cus-
tard & Co, and the Dairy 
Mat.  There’s even Sweet 
Earth for people who prefer 
frozen yogurt and non-dairy 
treats.  The Dairy Mat, Dairy 
Deluxe, Custard & Co, Ober-
weis, and Treat Dreams are 
all on Woodward.  Ray’s is on 
Coolidge and Sweet Earth is 
in Downtown Birmingham.  
All places are inexpensive to 
moderately priced.
   Spring! It’s time for cleaning 
and lots of laundry.  Try heavy 
duty cleaning EVERYTHING!  
Banish the dust bunnies and 
really get to hard-to-reach 
grime behind the bed and 
desk.  Give your bedroom a 
new atmosphere from rear-
ranging your furniture by col-
or or height.  Even something 
as simple as a new poster can 
brighten up your day.
   If you know you’ve got to 
knuckle down and study for 
your AP tests, it might as well 
be interesting! Check out 
the YouTube channel, Crash 
Course.  The channel presents 
high school level subjects 
hosted by Vlogbrothers Hank 
and John Green, latter being 
the author of such young 
adult novels as The Fault In 
Our Stars.  There’s already 
full series on AP level biology, 
chemistry, US history, and 
psychology, with even more in 
the works!
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   Following in the footsteps 
of her father and grandfather, 
senior Rachel DaDamio will 
be running track and cross 
country at the University of 
Notre Dame next year. 
   A four year varsity runner 
for both Seaholm’s track and 
cross country teams, DaDa-
mio is set to officially sign on 
April 15.
   “Notre Dame just felt like 
the right place, the perfect 
place for me,” DaDamio said. 
   Located near South Bend, 
Indiana, Notre Dame has the 
Division I athletics and chal-
lenging academics DaDamio 
was looking for.
   “I had to think about both 
the academics and the athlet-
ics,” DaDamio said. “They 
were two huge parts of my life 
that I had to weigh, and figure 
out what would be the best 
place for me.”
   DaDamio has run com-
petitively since middle school, 
and has held an important 
part in Seaholm’s success in 
the past four years, according 
to coach Jeff Devantier. 
   She has been a varsity 
runner on Seaholm’s 2012 
and 2014 cross country state 
championship teams. This 
past season she placed second 
individually. DaDamio also 
won fourth place in the mile 
at Indoor Nationals this 
winter. 
   “She’s been a very integral 
part for the past four years 
of track and four seasons of 
cross country,” Devantier 
said. 
   According to DaDamio, she 
waited until the spring of her 
junior year to decide to run in 
college, when she realized the 
role being an athlete plays in 

her identity. 
   “I just really can’t imagine 
being a student and not an 
athlete,” DaDamio said. “I feel 
like I wouldn’t completely be 
myself anymore if I weren’t 
running.”
   DaDamio’s recruitment pro-
cess officially started on July 
1, when coaches can start call-

ing and official visits can be 
set up.  In addition to Notre 
Dame, DaDamio was also re-
cruited by Harvard, Stanford, 
University of Michigan, and 
Michigan State. 
   “I actually really liked all 
my visits,” DaDamio said. “I 
think for me it was really the 
school environment as a total 
at Notre Dame.” 
   Confidence in DaDamio’s 
future was something shared 
by her teammates according 
to senior teammate Heather 
Lee. 
   “I think she will do amaz-
ing,” Lee said. “She is always 

a very energetic, dedicated 
runner, and very strong 
academically. She’ll have no 
problems.” 
   Motivated by her father 
and grandfather’s track and 
cross country careers at Notre 
Dame, DaDamio usually runs 
at least 45 miles per week in 
addition to cross and strength 

training. 
   Accord-
ing to 
Devantier, 
DaDamio 
will bring 
her deter-
mination 
with her 
to Notre 
Dame. 
   “She’s a 
very hard 
worker, and 
she seems 
to like 
and enjoy 
running 
which is 
something 
you must 
have when 
you’re 
becoming 

a college 
athlete,” 
Devantier 

said.
   DaDamio has never let 
obstacles get in her way, and 
has kept a positive attitude 
when faced with difficulties, 
as illustrated through stress 
fractures her freshman and 
junior years during cross 
country season. 
   “I had to let myself recover, 
and then come back from it,” 
DaDamio said. 
   DaDamio credits the 
Seaholm cross country and 
track teams with a close team 
dynamic that she looked for 
in a college team. Accord-
ing to DaDamio, her favorite 

memories have included 
cross country camps and 
state titles her sophomore 
and senior years. 
   “I’ll miss the people here, 
the teachers here, and my 
team here for sure, and then 
I’ll miss the familiarity of 
Seaholm,” DaDamio said. 
   In addition to being one 
of Seaholm’s top runners, 
DaDamio has also been one 
of Seaholm’s top students 
enrolled in many AP courses 
including AP Calculus BC.
   According to AP Calculus 
teacher, Eric Bruns, students 
always look to DaDamio and 
assume she earned the high-
est grade on a test. 
   With the end of the year 
approaching, DaDamio has 
track season and four years 
at Notre Dame to look for-
ward to. 
   “I am super excited for 
track season,” DaDamio 
said. “I think the team looks 
really good, and were look-
ing to get a lot of people to 
states and hopefully score 
more points than last year at 
states.” 
   According to DaDamio as 
soon as her high school sea-
son is over she will begin to 
receive workouts from Notre 
Dame. 
   “I’m looking forward to 
meeting new people from all 
over, having a new team, and 
then being a freshman again 
will be kind of interesting,” 
DaDamio said. 
   At Notre Dame, DaDamio 
plans to major in science or 
math with hopes of going 
into research someday, ac-
cording to DaDamio. 
   “I can’t wait to hear about 
her successes in college 
and the future,” sophomore 
teammate Leah Warren said. 
“She’s definitely going far.”

   After winning districts 
last year, the Seaholm High 
School softball team is ready 
for the new season. 
   “The goal this year is to win 
the OAA White Division and 
repeat as District Champs,” 
said varsity coach Bill Schuer-
man.
   This is Schuerman’s fifth 
season, and junior varsity 
coach Curtis Elgie’s 19th sea-
son with the Seaholm softball 
team.
   “We will be a young team 
this year with, at times, as 
many as 5 or even 6 freshmen 
and/or sophomores in the 
starting lineup,” Schuerman 
said. “I expect as the season 
goes on and we get experi-
ence, we will be a competitive, 
dangerous team to play.”

   This year the varsity cap-
tains are seniors Avery 
Cambell, Maddy Cormier, and 
Christina Dennis. Cormier 

and Dennis are both four year 
varsity players. 
   “The team has great chem-
istry and everybody is get-

   After a successful season 
last year in which the Maples 
made the district champion-
ship game, this year’s varsity 
baseball team brings a strong 
core of returning seniors ea-
ger to lead, and an abundance 
of new players ready to help 
the team.
   “The leadership this year 
is great,” head coach Dan 
Drapal said. “We have a small 
group of returning players 
who are hungry to win, and 
a lot of new players who are 
willing to do whatever it takes 
to win as well.”
   One of the returning players 
is senior Sam Coury.
   “Everyone on the team is 
comfortable with each other,” 
Coury said. “We are all very 
close as a group and that will 
play into our favor throughout 
the season. Our confidence in 
each other helps us all play to 
the best of our abilities.”
   The players voted Coury 
team captain, but he said that 
won’t change his outlook.
   “Being named team captain 
was a very big honor for me, 
but it does not change my out-
look on the team,” Coury said. 
“I have always tried to make 
myself and everyone around 
me better. We have many 
leaders on this team and I will 
do whatever I can to help the 
team succeed.”
   Coach Drapal provided a 
look at some of the team’s big-
gest games this season.
   “Any league game is a big 
game, and teams like West 
Bloomfield have a lot of good 
returning players, but the big-
gest game is always Groves,” 
Drapal said. “You can never 
underestimate Groves. We 
had success against them 
last year, and we know they 
remember that and will be 
ready to come after us.”
   According to Drapal, his 
players’ character and dedica-
tion are some of their strong 
suits.
   “Our team is very dedicat-
ed,” Drapal said. “They have 
the mental toughness and 
resiliency to react to whatever 
situation they are in.” 
   The team did lose seven se-
niors from last year, but also 
gained nine new players who 
weren’t on the team to start 
last season. One of the team’s 
new players is sophomore 
Liam Neel.

ting along,” Cormier said, “A 
strong team bond is what it 
takes to be a successful team.”
   Cormier plays shortstop, 

batted .556 
last year, and 
led the team in 
many offen-
sive catego-
ries. Dennis 
plays center 
field, batted 
.541 last year, 
and is one of 
the best out-
fielders in the 
area. 
   Senior out-
fielder Camp-
bell and junior 
outfielder 
Vivian Righter 
will also be key 

contributors.
   “The goal is to work hard as 
a team, overcome adversity, 
and obviously beat Groves,” 
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Rachel DaDamio runs at the cross country state 
meet this past year. She placed second this year. 

   “The varsity level is a lot 
different from any other level 
I’ve played on,” Neel said. 
“The pace of the game is a 
lot faster, and every player is 
much more developed.”
   Although he is one of the 
youngest players on the var-
sity team, Neel said it isn’t a 
problem.
   “Being one of the young-
est players on the team isn’t 
an issue for me because of 
how helpful my teammates 
have been,” Neel said. “I look 
up to the older guys on the 
team. I can go to them for 
advice, and model my game 
after them.”
   According to senior Jake 
McElroy, the team’s young 
players have made a good 
impression.
   “We have some young guys 
on the team who are ready 
to contribute,” McElroy 
said. “I watched Liam Neel 
and Graham Girdler throw 
some bullpen work and they 
looked good. They have a lot 
of potential and will only get 
better and help our team.”
   McElroy also said that the 
senior class is up to the task 
of leading the team.
   “We seniors are excited to 
get underway with the season 
and be in a position to lead 
this team,” McElroy said. 
“Being on the team last year 
and losing to West Bloom-
field in the district champi-
onship game, we feel as if we 
have unfinished business, 
and we are ready to win.”
   Coach Drapal said that he 
stresses to his players the 
importance of hustling and 
keeping their cool.
   “Baseball is a unique sport 
in that someone can fail at 
the plate seven out of ten 
times, but be one of the best 
players,” Drapal said. “How 
you react to failure is one of 
the most important aspects 
of this sport, and keeping 
our cool and hustling after 
failing or making a mistake 
is something we really pride 
ourselves on.”
   Sam Coury is confident that 
the team will have success 
this season.
   “I have very high expecta-
tions for our team this year,” 
Coury said. “We have a lot 
of talented players and the 
right attitude going into the 
season to win many games. 
Every year our goal is to win 
the league and improve every 
day, and we have that same 
mindset this year.”

   After three consecutive 
league championships and 
a fifth place finish at the 
state competition last year, 
the Seaholm High School 
women’s track team is looking 
to repeat their success and 
expand on it for their 2015 
spring season. 
   “I really think we have the 
chance to place high at the 
state meet this year,” senior 
captain Kate Owens said. “We 
have a strong distance team.”
   The other 
senior 
captain of 
the team, 
Delaney 
O’Brien, 
agrees with 
Owens. 
   “Our 
greatest 
strength 
is our 
distance 
team.” 
O’Brien 
said. “We 
have many 
returning 
distance 
runners.”
   The distance team this sea-
son is expected to be strong 
based off of their performance 
last year. In 2014, a 4x800 
relay team consisting of 
Seaholm runners Audrey Belf, 

Rachel Dadamio, Patty Gi-
radot and Brooke Callaghan 
ran the second fastest time 
ever seen at a Michigan High 
School state meet. Three of 
these runners (Belf, Dadamio, 
and Giradot) will be returning 
to help their team again this 
season.
   Multiple girls from the state 
champion Seaholm cross 
country team will be partici-
pating in track and field as 
well, adding even more depth 
to the already strong distance 
team.
   However, the Seaholm 

sprinters are not enjoying the 
same level of seniority as the 
distance side. According to 
O’Brien, the team lost a few 
key sprinters.
   The sprint team is led by 
Coach Leslie Martin. Al-

though she realizes that her 
team is young, she still has 
high hopes for this year’s 
group of girls.
   “I want my sprinters to real-
ize their potential,” Martin 
said. “My main goal is to 
have my sprinters be a major 
contribution to the track 
program and be competitive 
in our district.”  
   Although the program has 
many younger athletes, they 
plan on using key freshmen 
to their advantage, according 
to Owens.
   “We got some new freshmen 

that are really good, 
including Rachel Mc-
Cardell who ran cross 
country and Heather 
Meadows who is a high 
jumper,” Owens said. 
   One might think that 
being a freshman on 
such a strong team 
could be intimidating, 
but new freshman Ra-
chel McCardell said she 
enjoys the atmosphere 
of the team.
   “The competitiveness 

is contagious,” McCa-
rdell said. “When one 
girl succeeds, everyone 
else wants to succeed, 

too.”
   The environment in which 
the team practices plays a role 
in the team’s performance.
   “We work hard during 
practice because we know the 
harder we work in practice, 

the better we will perform in 
meets,” O’Brien said.
   But despite the competi-
tiveness of the program, the 
team has built an environ-
ment that is both motivating 
and fun for the athletes.
   “There’s this friendly and 
exciting air that’s present at 
both practices and meets, 
and it’s what keeps us go-
ing,” McCardell said.
   This camaraderie is felt by 
athletes and coaches alike.
   “We know what it means to 
be a team,” Martin said. 
   Although expectations are 
high for the younger run-
ners, the Seaholm track and 
field team also has the luxury 
of having many experienced 
runners. There are twelve 
seniors on the team, most of 
which have been part of the 
program for four years.
   “Many of the seniors have 
been on the team for three 
to four years,” O’Brien said. 
“They are truly the glue that 
holds us together.”
   The team is expected to 
have another successful 
season. They aim to win 
again at leagues and place at 
states. However, the coaches’ 
main goal for the season lies 
in developing strong charac-
ter in their athletes.
   “I expect my athletes to 
give their all, to learn, grow, 
and be the best that they can 
be; to represent Seaholm 
well,” Martin said.  

   One of Seaholm’s very 
own coaches was recently 
inducted into the Michigan 
Interscholastic Golf Coaches 
Association Hall of Fame.    
Leon Braisted is the varsity 
coach of both the girls and 
boys golf team, and is now a 
part of the Hall of Fame as of 
March 8. 
   “Being elected into the 
MIGCA Hall of Fame is such 
an honor,” Braisted said. 
“Especially when your peers 
are the one who nominate 
you and meet their require-
ments.” 
   The requirements to be 
inducted into the MIGCA 
Hall of Fame include at least 
25 years of coaching, which 
can include both the boys and 
girls teams. Boys and girls 
seasons within a year counts 
as one and a half years. 
   Braisted has been coaching 
both teams at Seaholm since 
1998. By coaching both teams 
he was able to reach the re-
quirement.
   The election committee 
also looks for points. One can 
earn points by placing and 
making appearances at cer-
tain tournaments, and their 
service to the organization. 
   Braisted accumulated 
points through districts, 
regionals, states appearances, 
state championships and also 
placing at states. His coach-
ing has led his teams to do 
great things, including 12 
MHSSA regional champion-
ships. 
   According to the Birming-
ham weekly, Hometown Life, 
Braisted has been part of the 
organization’s all-state selec-

tion committee for several 
years and has served as the 
MIGCA’s past president. 
   He was named the MIGCA 
Executive Director, along with 
his induction into the Hall of 
Fame. 
   Braisted’s skills of coach-
ing and helping player’s golf 
games helped him to gain the 
honor of being in the MIGCA 
hall of fame.
   “He has been my coach my 
whole high school career,” 
junior Jordan Michalak said. 
“He is an awesome coach so it 
is really no surprise at all that 
he was inducted into the Hall 
of Fame.” 
   Michalak is a three time first 
place team member and all 
state recipient. She is also the 
co-captain of the Girls Varsity 
Golf team where Braisted 
coaches her. 
   “Freshman year I had a re-
ally weak mental game,” said 
Michalak. “Since then he has 
taught me how to tune out the 
outside factors and just focus 
on my game.”
   Junior Andrew Latessa has 
been coached by Braisted 
for the past three years, and 
credits Braisted with improv-
ing his game. 
   “He’s taught me many 
course management strate-
gies, and how to stay posi-
tive during  a round,” junior 
Andrew Latessa said. 
    Latessa is a golfer on the 
Boys Varsity Golf Team, and 
has been working with Bra-
isted for three seasons. 
   “However, instead of receiv-
ing the praise, I would like to 
give the accolades to players,” 
said Braisted, “ The past and 
present who made this pos-

sible.”

Photo Courtesy Of  Rachel DaDamio
Seaholm runners Audrey Belf, DaDamio, Brooke cal-
laghan, and Patty Giradot pose as a part of last year’s 
4x800 relay team. 

Dennis said.
   The team typically meets 
everyday after school to 
practice. 
   “We run and stretch for the 
first 10 minutes then throw 
for 15 after we split between 
outfielders and infielders 
and do drills specified to out 
positions,” Dennis said. “At 
the end we come together 
and run situational plays and 
Fridays we scrimmage.” 
   Since fields are not suitable 
for practice yet, the softball 
team has been sharing the 
gym with the baseball team 
and the throwers from track. 
The team will not actually 
play on a softball field until 
their first game.
   “Right now the gym is okay, 
but it’s hard to do things that 
were are so used to doing 
outside,” Dennis said. “The 
snow is an obstacle but we’re 
overcoming it.”

Photo Courtesy Of Christina Dennis
Maddy Comier, Christina Dennus, Avery 
Campbell, and Meghan Flynn pose after beat-
ing Groves at the Distrcit game last year. 
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