
tell you about their concerns 
and offer something in return; 
it’s a kind of privilege. A real 
new world opens up.”
   In addition to the Keynote 
Speakers, many guest speak-
ers and flex students hosted 
“Breakout Sessions”, pre-
sentations meant to be given 
with a more open dialogue, so 
students attending could ask 
questions and engage with the 
presenters.
   The conversation topics 
ranged from music in culture 
to intellectual property rights 
to how internal politics have 
effects in the global world. 
However, every topic had the 
same theme – in the current 
day, the world we live in is 
increasingly interconnected 
across borders. We must learn 
about cultures other than our 
own.
   “I think that’s something’s 
that’s lost a lot. That’s what 
we were trying to get across, 
you need to learn about other 
people and hear their stories 
and explore other parts of the 
world,” Davis said. “Just be-
cause they’re different doesn’t 
mean they’re wrong. There 
are so many factors that go 
into global education that are 
pushed aside by their educa-
tion system.” 
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Twisting the Kaleidoscope
   On Friday, March 24, 
the Seaholm Flex Program 
hosted its seventh annual Flex 
Conference, titled, “Twisting 
the Kaleidoscope: Exploring 
Perspectives in an Increas-
ingly Modern World.” This 
event included multiple guest 
speakers as well as presenta-
tions put on by Flex students.
   This year’s conference was 
run by Seaholm sophomore 
Ana Davis. She and other Flex 
students decided on the topic 
for this year after an hour 
long discussion about the 
current political climate of our 
country.
   “Politically, globalization is 
becoming an interesting point 
because the question is com-
ing into play of how global 
America should be, how 
involved we should be with 
other countries in so many 
different facets,” Davis said.
   According to Robin Moten, 
a Flex teacher, the Seaholm 
Flex Program is currently in 
their “global year”, the year 
in which the focus is current 
events and the histories of 
many different places around 
the world.
  “I think global education is 
something that is disregarded 
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News Editor
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Automation Nation 
Becomes a Sensation

   After finding success in each 
of their hitherto competed 
tournaments, the Birming-
ham Robotics team, familiarly 
known as Automation Nation, 
will enter their state-qualify-
ing tournament this weekend.

   “As a team, we are happy 
about the progress that we’ve 
made this year, but we still 
have a lot more work to put in 
to finish strong this season,” 
senior and four year member 
of the robotics team Nick 
Kroestch said.
   This combined Seaholm and 
Groves robotics program has 
seen unprecedented success 
this season, starting strong 
and using that momentum to 
continue to thrive.
   “This season has really been 
a breakout year for the robot-
ics team,” Kroestch said.
   The Birmingham robotics 
team competes in two differ-
ent programs. In the fall, the 
team won the Oakland County 
Competitive Robotics Asso-

ciation competition held at 
Seaholm. Since the beginning 
of 2017, the team has been 
working on their robot for For 
Inspiration and Recognition 
of Science and Technology 
(FIRST) Robotics.
   FIRST Robotics is a world-
wide program in which 4,000 
teams are granted attendance 
at two local tournaments in 

order to compete to qualify 
for their respective States 
and, from there, Worlds.
   “The premise of FIRST 
Robotics is that there are two 
teams with three robots on a 
team, and they call each team 
an alliance,” Patrick Hoover, 
Seaholm physics teacher 
and robotics team advisor, 
said. “There are two kinds of 
rounds. There are the quali-
fication rounds where each 
match you’re with a differ-
ent alliance. Based on that, 
you go onto the elimination 
rounds which are the finals of 
the tournament.”
   Based on standings going 
into the elimination rounds, 
Hoover explained, the highest 

teams choose their alliances. 
Students spend the entire 
tournament taking reconnais-
sance in order to combine 
their strengths with those 
of other teams and put their 
best foot forward in the elimi-
nation rounds.
   “This year’s game is very 
strategy-dependent, and 
therefore we dedicated more 

of our team’s resources to-
wards scouting and strategy,” 
Kroestch said. “This played a 
large role in our two victories, 
as we were able to form alli-
ances with other teams that 
complemented our robot’s 
abilities.”
   Director of the robotics 
program is Bernie Simms, 
Seaholm’s resident engineer-
ing technology teacher.
   “We’ve had degrees of 
success year after year after 
year, but it’s really difficult 
to win tournaments,” Simms 
said. “We’ve had awards for 
excellence in engineering and 
for excellence in industrial 
controls, but getting first 
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Not My Roomate

   As roommate surveys and 
requests for apartment oc-
cupants pour into colleges 
and the internet, a recurring 
theme sifts out of the typi-
cal requirements: No Trump 
supporters.
   Nicknamed the “No-Trump 
Clause”, for the first time, 
political views are listed 
alongside things like no al-
cohol or no pet cats. Ads put 
out on Craigslist for room-
mates since inauguration day 
show a rejection of the ideals 
brought on by Donald Trump 
as well as those who are com-
pliant with his actions. The 
spike in numbers of requests 
for non-Trump supporting 
roommates speaks to not 
only the political climate, but 
to the uniquely polarizing 
nature of our president. It 
proves to be as much of a 
rejection of a political candi-
date as it is racist, sexist, and 
homophobic ideals. 
   “My house is not a political 
battlefield,” said Georgetown 
student Sahar Kian, the cre-
ator of the no-Trump room-
mate request movement, in 
a CNN interview. “I am more 
than happy to settle these 
issues with you at a protest, 
or in a different setting, but I 
am not obligated to turn my 
house into a political battle-
field when I come home from 
work.”
   Kian, a young Muslim 
woman with Iranian and 
American citizenship, as well 
as roommates who are immi-
grants, addressed the general 
claims online of whether 
people with no-Trump 
clauses were judgmental. 
   “This is not about politi-
cal differences,” Kian added. 
“Nowhere does it say no Con-
servatives in my ad, nowhere 

does it say no Republicans, no 
Christians. It says no Trump 
supporters. There is a distinc-
tion between a Republican 
and a Trump supporter.”
   Young people in their twen-
ties in the Washington, D.C. 
area list a variety of reasons 
for the political specification 
in their roommate ads, often 
disguised as light hearted po-
litical jokes housing a deeper 
frustration with the rise of 
discriminatory attitudes since 
the election. Explanations 
range from “If you’re rac-
ist, sexist, homophobic … we 
won’t get along” to “I can’t live 
with someone who supports a 
“leader” with ideals like that”.
   Of course, this concept 
applies to both ends of the 
political spectrum, and Kian 
pointed out that it goes both 
ways: it would not be ben-
eficial for a staunch Trump 
supporter to share a house 
with someone who goes 
against their own ideals, and 
thus always be arguing with 
their roommate. And because 
of the politicization of identi-
ties, many of those authoring 
the ads claim that it is for the 
protection of themselves and 
others. 
   “Supporting a president can 
say a lot about your ideals as a 
person, and I’d go so far as to 
say requesting no Trump sup-
porters is similar to request-
ing ‘no party animals’,” senior 
Dominic Bertollini said when 
asked for his opinion as an 
incoming college freshman. 
“If a Muslim person is put-
ting an ad out to find someone 
to live with, why should they 
willingly room with someone, 
a Trump supporter, who will 
most likely criticize them for 
their beliefs?”
   The Seaholm Highlander 
polled seniors on Twitter, ask-
ing them to share how impor-
tant their future college room-

mate’s political perspective 
was to them: very important, 
somewhat important, or not 
important. The poll results 
were nearly equally divided: 
“extremely important” at 
32%, “not at all important” at 
32%, and “somewhat impor-
tant” emerging ahead of the 
other two choices at 36%. 
   Bertollini said that he 
doesn’t think that political 
beliefs are an integral part 
of what makes someone who 
they are. 
   “I have friends who are 
Trump supporters, and we 
have debates that I hon-
estly think are healthy for the 
mind, but I’d prefer to have 
someone with the same politi-
cal opinion as me as a room-
mate,” Bertollini said. “I think 
it’d make someone easier to 
get along with if they held 
the same things in the same 
regard as I do.” 
   However, if these no-Trump 
roommate requests and 
recent campus protests are 
any indication, that apathetic 
perspective is likely subject to 
change in college. 
   Although the concept of 
refusing to share a home with 
someone because of politics 
may seem strange to us as 
high school students because 
many of us live with family 
members who don’t see eye 
to eye with us, it makes more 
sense for college students. 
Fewer college students are liv-
ing off of their parent’s dinner 
table politics, doing legitimate 
research for things such as 
homework and ending up 
in the center of a hotbed for 
political discussion. 
   In a survey from UCLA 
that has been administered 
since 1966, unprecedented 
numbers turned out in 2016 
for political engagement in 
incoming freshman: the high-

The Highlander 
celebrates April 
Fools day with satire.

College Roomates Specify a 
No-Trump Space

   Kirsch discussed mainly his 
philanthropic work in coun-
tries such as Suriname 

and Guyane, and 
how giving back 

glob

-ally    
will be 

important to a 
cohesive global 

society.
   “His experience was in the 
Amazon Rainforest, help-

ing a group of indigenous 
people with their land and 
property rights. They were 

being kicked out by an oil 
company, a global company 
that was trying to exploit the 
resources. His presentation 
specifically aligned really well 
with what we’ve been learning 
about,” Davis said.
   His presentation occurred 
during fifth hour, and many 

non-Flex teachers brought 
their students down to 
hear what he learned 
from his enlightening 
experiences abroad.

   “You have 
to think 

about what you 
can offer back to the 

world. The world has al-
ready given you so much. 
It’s really rewarding 
when you can find places 

to give back,” Kirsch said. 
“You can use your knowl-

edge to make a difference.
   Kirsch decided to give back 
by way of offering legal as-
sistance to people abroad. 
He wasn’t in these places on 
vacation – he came with a 
mission.
“When you go on vacation, 
and you’re a tourist, maybe 
you talk to a local person for 
five minutes, or go on a guid-
ed tour for an hour,” Kirsch 
said. “But it’s a really differ-
ent experience to walk into 
somebody’s world, let them 

lems we need to address.
   “I hope students gained a 
little wisdom about 
the world. We really 
do live in a 
global so-
ciety,
 so 
we 

have to learn 
about everyone: all differ-
ent people, all different cul-
tures, people who don’t look 
like you or speak the same 
language. I just hope students 
walked away with a more 
open mind,” Clifford said.

sometimes. We kind of be-
come obsessed with ourselves 
and we learn so much about 
our own country, which is 
very important,” Davis said. 
“But we kind of forget the fact 
that this is now a global com-
munity, and to be a person in 
the world now is to be edu-
cated on world issues.”
   This year, Davis contacted 
two keynote speakers 
to highlight - Carolyn 
Clifford, Channel 
7 News 
Anchor, and 
Professor Stuart 
Kirsch, a University 
of Michigan Profes
-sor of Anthropology, 
who were both ex-
tremely supportive of 
the topic at hand.
   “What you’re doing here 
at Seaholm, things like this 
Flex conference, are a great 
starting point for change. If 
you can take what you 
learn from this into the 
world, into college, into 
your careers later, it will make 
a difference,” Clifford said
   Her presentation revolved 
around issues we may face 
in our community and sur-
rounding areas, like Detroit, 
that are not just American 
problems, but global prob-
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Students Inspired
  On February 8, 2017 the ra-
dio show Dave and Chuck the 
Freak commented on the Hid-
den Figures event that had 
happened at Seaholm. During 
a field trip to see the movie, a 
Seaholm teacher was called a 
racial slur and later pushed by 
the student’s parent.
   This quickly turned into 
a commentary about the 
students, their parents and 
the faculty around the school. 
Dave and Chuck ended the 
segment by bringing on an 
alleged real Birmingham staff 
member who let his anony-
mous opinions about the 
district be known.
   “I’m basically a waiter to 
these kids,” anonymous said. 
“Most of these kids are com-
plete douchebags. They feel 
like the run the place.”
   Seaholm staff and students 
have had different reactions 
to the event, although the 
district has released no official 
statement.
   “It’s sad that these grown up 
men take pride in gossiping 
about teenagers on the air,” 
senior Ana Harris said. “It’s 
pretty grossly exaggerated, 
and they have no place to 
generalize the entire district’s 
pupils.”
   It’s hard for students not to 
be offended by the comments 
made, Harris explained. 
Students, she believes, should 
take pride in their education 
and their school.
   “My initial reaction was very 
negative and angry,” senior 
Chase Lee said. “I did not un-
derstand how someone who 
has likely never met any stu-
dent at Seaholm could make 
that rude of comments.”
   Lee voiced that he feels the 
radio show’s allegations were 
crude and baseless.
   “I believe the statements are 
inaccurate,” Lee said. “Obvi-
ously there are people who 
are like their description, 
but nowhere near 90% of the 
school. Also, no one is order-
ing teachers around telling 
them to count their money.”
   Senior Sebastian Fettig 
concurs.

Seaholm Reacts to 
Dave and Chuck

Donovan Uhnavy
Staff Writer 
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   On March 11, around 5 pm, 
a fire was intentionally started 
in the Islamic Center of Ypsi-
lanti.
    The Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation’s Uniform Crime 
Reporting Unit defines arson 
as “any willful or malicious 
burning or attempting to 
burn, with or without intent 
to defraud, a dwelling house, 
public building, motor vehicle 
or aircraft, personal property 
of another.”
   On March 11, the Islamic 
Center of Ypsilanti fell victim 
to an arsonist.
   Around 5pm, several 911 
calls were received concerning 
a fire at the Islamic Center of 
Ypsilanti. Firefighters arrived 
shortly after receiving the 
calls, and found that there 
was a heavy fire on both the 
first and second floors of the 
building. It took the fire de-
partment around 20 minutes 
to get the fire under control, 
with an additional 90 minutes 
for overhaul. 
   Pittsfield Charter Town-
ship’s Department of Public 
Safety released a press release 
on the fire on 12 of March, 
with an updated version re-
leased on the 15 of March. 
   Matt Harshberger, the 
Director of Public Safety, 
reported in the release that 
the building was unoccupied 
at the time, and no injuries 
occurred as a result of the fire. 
   Due to the location of the 
fire, the police brought in the 
Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tions (FBI), and the Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF)  to aid 
in the investigation. The fire 
is being considered suspicious 
because there was no-one in 
the mosque, but has not cur-
rently been classified as a hate 
crime. 
   “After thorough review of 

   “I felt like the comments 
were harsh and blown out 
of proportion,” Fettig said. 
“Dave and Chuck have most 
likely never been to Seaholm, 
and are making an assump-
tion based on the demograph-
ic. They should know the facts 
before speaking on the radio 
about our school in a bashful 
manor.”
   Dave and Chuck don’t 
have a very large audience 
in the Seaholm students and 
staff. However, one Seaholm 
teacher shared his opinion 
about the incident.
   “At first I was kind of en-
gaged and excited. I’m an avid 
listener to D&C, and when 
they mentioned Seaholm I got 
excited,” math teacher Jeremy 
Barber said. “But once I real-
ized what they were referring 
to, I was a little embarrassed.”
   Some people have at least 
attempted to find humor in 
the radio piece, thinking of 
the situation not as stereo-
typing, but as simply poking 
fun at the situation and high 
school in general.
   “Satire is an art form that 
many people try,” econom-
ics teacher Peter Smith said. 
“Some do it well and some not 
so well.”
   Some others sported more 
pride for the school. Former 
students have spoken out 
against the show.
   “I went to Seaholm,” Athlet-
ic Director Bill Watson said. 
“The perception then, class 
of 1978, was the same as it is 
now: a bunch of rich, spoiled 
kids who drive fancy cars and 
go home to big, fancy houses; 
families that all have maids & 
butlers. It hasn’t changed, and 
probably never will.”
   Watson is writing this 
incident off as irrelevant, and 
advises the Seaholm commu-
nity to follow his lead.
   “Dave and Chuck are 2 
comedians trying to get the 
biggest laugh,” Watson said.
   As for Dave and Chuck, they 
have not brought up the situ-
ation since the live broadcast 
on February 8. They have also 
refused to comment for this 
story, despite multiple at-
tempts to schedule an inter-
view from the Highlander.

evidence and investigative 
information by the Pittsfield 
Township Dept. of Public 
Safety, ATF and FBI , the two 
fires are NOT considered to 
be motivated by a bias against 
any race, religion, disability, 
sexual orientation, ethnicity, 
gender, or gender identity 
and are therefore not hate 
crimes,” the updated release 
said.
   As of March 15, the joint 
investigation between the De-
partment of Public Safety and 
the FBI and ATF has yielded 
a suspect. The suspect in 
question is 16 years old, and a 
resident of Pittsfield Charter 
Township. He was previously 
under suspicion of setting fire 
to 5875 W. Michigan Avenue 
on February 27, 2017.
   In the wake of the fire, many 
government officials from 
the area have taken to social 
media to show their support 
for the center, and for all 
Muslims. 
   “Muslim men, women, and 
children, whether citizen, 
immigrant, or refugee, are 
welcomed and valued mem-
bers of the Ann Arbor com-
munity, with every right to 
live and work and participate 
in the hometown that we all 
share. I am committed to do-
ing everything I can to ensure 
that Muslims in Ann Arbor 
know that they are a part 
of us, that Muslims belong 
here,” Christopher Taylor, the 
mayor of Ann Arbor posted 
on Facebook. 
   Representative Debbie 
Dingell also weighed in on the 
fire on March 12.
   “I, like many, was deeply 
concerned to learn about the 
fire at the Islamic Center in 
Pittsfield Township yester-
day evening. At a time when 
we are seeing an increase in 
threats against members of 
our communities based on 
race and religion – whether at 
a Mosque or a Jewish Com-

munity Center – there is obvi-
ous reason for concern, and 
there are many questions as 
to what happened and why,” 
Dingell posted.
   Chuck Warpehoski, an Ann 
Arbor city council member 
and director of the local 
Interfaith Council for Peace 
and Justice wrote a blog post 
on responding to the fire, and 
what the community can do to 
help. The blog post said that 
people could support fund-
raising for the mosque, attend 
the Plymouth Road Mosque 
Open House, learn about 
religious diversity or attend a 
bystander intervention class 
to promote inclusion and keep 

16-Year-Old Burns Down Mosque
Ipsita K
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Claire Kowalec
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

  Students in the Flex elective 
entitled “A Child No More” 
have recently researched the 
serious issue of child soldiers 
in certain areas of the world.
   After reading the book 
entitled A Long Way Gone 
by Ishmael Beah, students 
decided to investigate child 
soldiers in regions across the 
world. A Long Way Gone is an 
autobiographical account of 
a young boy who was ripped 
from his family and forced to 
become a soldier. 
   “I did enjoy it, but it was 
really hard to read at some 
parts,” freshman Davis 
Kurepa-Peers, a student who 
was in the elective last trimes-
ter, said. “I kind of had to take 
a break from it and then go 
back to it, but I definitely like 
the overall message because 
before we read it, we watched 
some interviews of Ishmael 
Beah, and he just kept talking 
about how writing the book 
helped him go through his 
experiences and be able to get 
on with life.” 
   Steve Stein was the teacher 
of the Flex elective that inves-
tigated child soldiers. 
   “Through reading the book, 
we decided that we were going 
to do something about this,” 
Stein said. “One of the corner-
stones of our program is civic 
engagement, and we foster 
all types of civic engage-
ment. Throughout the year, 
we provide opportunities for 
the students. We encourage 
students to find their own 
opportunities, and it’s one of 
those things where it’s almost 
like an expectation that that’s 
what we do here in Flex.”
It is typical of the Flex pro-
gram to engage in passionate 
work for a good cause. 
   “I think if you show the 
students an ill or some kind of 
problem they can do some-
thing about, most of them will 
kind of hop on board with it 
and really try to fix or help 
out with that situation,” Stein 
said. 
   Students in the elective 
formed groups, all of which 
addressed the problem in 

various ways. Through their 
research on the subject, some 
students found Invisible 
Children, a non-profit orga-
nization devoted to giving 
communities in Central Africa 
the tools and communication 
that they need to fight back 
against the imposing threat of 
the Lord’s Resistance Army. 
   According to Invisible Chil-
dren’s website and a helpful 
representative from the or-
ganization, the Lord’s Resis-
tance Army (LRA) got its start 
as a Ugandan rebel group 
planning to revolt against the 
Ugandan government. Once 
the group gained support 
from various surrounding 
communities, the LRA started 
kidnapping kids and using 
them to fuel their army. Vio-
lence towards local communi-
ties has continued for over 20 
years, when the LRA began to 
kidnap, rape, and otherwise 
terrorize civilians. 
   Founded in 2004, Invisible 
Children has been working to 
resolve this conflict in addi-
tion to healing and building 
the communities that are in 
danger. In 2009, the orga-
nization turned its attention 
towards Central Africa, where 
the LRA is currently located, 
the representative stated. 
   Students in Stein’s elective 
coordinated Red Hand Day on 
March 3, 2017 as a fundraiser 
to raise awareness of child 
soldiers. The campaign was 
directed at Invisible Chil-
dren’s work with communities 
in Central Africa. 
   Other groups of students in 
the Flex elective took different 
approaches to making a dif-
ference. For instance, another 
group orchestrated a Frisbee 
toss contest to raise money 
for the rehabilitation of child 
soldiers.
   “It was $3 to play and then 
you throw a Frisbee and who-
ever gets it into a hula-hoop 
first wins the game and gets 
a gift card of their choice,” 
Kurepa-Peers said. “We 
did that in the gym during 
lunches on February 28 and 
March 2. We also put a tip jar 
in the Maple Tree, which did 
really well.” 
   Between those two fundrais-
ers, over $150 were collected 

to donate. The funds raised by 
the Frisbee toss were used to 
support Child Soldiers Inter-
national, an organization that 
aims to stop the recruitment 
of children across the globe. 
   “For child soldiers, it is a 
significant problem,” senior 
Nathan Sylvia said. “I don’t 
think very many people un-
derstand how big it is. They’re 
being used in Mexico in the 
drug cartels in order to get 
drugs into America. They’re 
being used in Africa and 
Rwanda and places like that 
as soldiers because they’re 
just being kidnapped off the 
street and drugged. Too many 
people think it’s just a small 
problem, when it’s actually 
very large.”
   The issue of child soldiers in 
various areas of the world is 
relatively unknown. 
   “A lot of people don’t know 
what’s going on, and that may 
be something of interest to 
research and find out how it’s 
different in each country and 
it’s all rooted in government 
corruption and inequalities,” 
Kurepa-Peers said. “It’s not 
any child’s choice to be a child 
soldier; everything is by force, 
and what’s important is how 
those child soldiers after-
wards need to be able to find a 
way to function in society.”
    Children, along with surviv-
ing the trauma of being sol-
diers, often struggle with the 
transition back to a normal 
life.
   “These child soldiers, 
once in rehabilitation, have 
had some of their families 
deny them just because of 
their past, even though they 
couldn’t have controlled what 
happened to them,” Kurepa-
Peers said. “People need to 
accept that those kids did not 
do it by choice; they had no 
money, war was just taking 
over certain countries and 
they had to be able to defend 
themselves. They still need to 
be able to find their own path 
and be able to go into the real 
world. We need to be able to 
accept them for that.”
   Stein established that Flex 
projects and civic engagement 
such as the work students did 

with child soldiers can help 
students to learn in a more 
direct, hands-on way. 
   “It’s not only to help the 
children learn compassion 
and to help individuals that 
are in need of the resources 
that we can provide, but also 
it’s to teach the students a 
little bit about service learn-
ing and to see what goes into 
actually helping and not just 
taking learning for sitting in a 
chair,” Stein said. 
   “This was definitely more 
of a learning process. If we 
were to do it again, we could 
build off of what we did the 
first time,” freshman and Flex 
student Abby Alfs said.
   The Flex program often 
prompts its students to 
become involved within their 
school and the Metro-Detroit 
community, as well as on a 
global level.
   “It’s really important that 
you know what’s going on 
in the world,” Kurepa-Peers 
said. “Before I took Flex, there 
were so many things that I 
didn’t know about at all that 
were going on, and it’s really 
great to be aware of these 
things, even if they are hard to 
get through and hard topics to 
teach.”
    The exposure of uncommon 
and often disturbing topics 
can be crucial to a thorough 
learning experience. 
   “Honestly, I think some 
of the more understanding 
people at the school are in 
Flex, and a lot of those people 
just spend their time and their 
effort trying to understand 
what’s really going on,” said 
Sylvia.
   Civic engagement can help 
to resolve both local and 
worldwide issues. 
   “Awareness can only go so 
far until you do something,” 
Alfs said. “Then it can make a 
difference.”
   For more information on 
Invisible Children and child 
soldiers in Central Africa, 
visit www.invisiblechildren.
org. To contact a representa-
tive over the phone, call (612) 
508-7272. For additional 
information on Child Soldiers 
International, visit www.
child-soldiers.org.

minorities safe. 
   “As a community, we must 
stand united against hate 
and division in our society,” 
Dingell said. 
   Pittsfield Charter Town-
ship’s press release also 
wanted to let residents of 
Pittsfield Charter know that 
they stand in support of the 
Islamic community.
   “It is because of the welcom-
ing and diverse nature of our 
community that folks like the 
Islamic Center of Ypsilanti 
choose to locate in Pittsfield. 
As such, our leadership and 
police will continue work-
ing toward providing for the 
safety and security of all.” 

Mandy Grewal, Pittsfield 
Township Supervisor said in 
the press release. 
   The press release also pro-
vided options for people in 
the area who might not feel 
safe, or need support in some 
form.
   “I am available 24/7 for 
anyone who wants to reach 
out to us for support and as-
sistance,” Yameen Jaffer, a 
Pittsfield Township Trustee 
who also serves as a Board 
member of the Islamic Center 
of Ann Arbor said. 
   There are currently two 
fundraisers to help rebuild the 

mosque. Yamn Elkhoja start-
ed a campaign on Launch-
Good, and has over $29,000 
in funding out of a $20,000 
goal. Through CrowdRise, the 
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Ann Arbor has also raised 
over $5,000 to help with the 
mosque repair.
   A report about the inci-
dent will be submitted to the 
Washtenaw County Prosecu-
tor’s Office for authorization 
of charges for arson. It’s sta-
tus is pending review by the 
prosecutor for this case.

Photo Courtesy of Mlive.com
Mosque damaged after act of terrorism.
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Band Jam Brought Back
Ana Davis
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   On Thursday, February 
16, over 170 people- stu-
dents, parents, and staff 
alike- crowded into the Little 
Theater to watch the per-
formers of Band Jam, a show 
that highlighted the talented 
musicians of Seaholm. The 
night was organized by the 
students in Robin Moten’s 
social justice class, a senior 
seminar that took place first 
and second trimester. Two of 
the students- Malcom Mosley 
and Mark Whalen- performed 
in and helped organized Band 
Jam.
   “I had sent Ms. Moten the 
music that we worked on in 
our free time,” Mosley said. 
“and maybe two or three days 
later she brought us up and 
talked to us about trying to 
organize local bands.”
   Band Jam, although some-
thing that none of the current 
students at Seaholm have 
ever experienced, is not a new 
concept.
   “Band Jam was a thing in 
the past in the late 90s and 
early 2000s,” Whalen said. “It 
was a really student-led thing 
and it got shut down because 
it was getting a little too 
crazy and out of hand. So it’s 
something that Ms. Moten has 
been trying to bring back for a 
couple years.” 
   The event lasted a few hours, 
ending with a grand finale: a 
crowd-surf and mini-mosh 
pit at the foot of the stage in 
addition to Jeremy Barber, 
a Seaholm math teacher, 
singing with the GV Boys, the 
band Mosley and Whalen are 
a part of.
   “I leaned over to Malcom 
right before we went on,” said 
Whalen. “Saying, ‘Okay, when 
Mr. Barber comes up, let’s re-
ally try to get crowd participa-
tion. Tell everyone to come up 
to the bottom to try and mimic 
more of a real concert experi-
ence.’”
   A total of eight bands per-
formed, playing both covers 
and original compositions. 
One of the bands, Down to 

ROBOTICS
Cont. from page 1Funk, covered three songs 

highlighting various instru-
ments that weren’t tradition-
ally used by the other bands.
   “Every time I picked up my 
sax, everyone kind of freaked 
out,” senior Nick Confer, a 
performer in this group, said.
    Although Down to Funk 
was the only band to use an 
alto saxophone in their per-
formance, the night consisted 
of other surprises.
   “We had planned the crowd-
surfing thing beforehand,” 
Mosley said in response to 
one of the most talked-about 
events of the night.
   Although there are other 
events that offer an oppor-
tunity for Seaholm students 
to show off their skills, Band 
Jam was unique to Confer, 
who has performed in other 
talent shows throughout the 
school.
   “It’s not like Band Jam was 
supposed to be like the SOS 
Talent Show, which is really 
all formal and you have to 
audition to do it,” he said. “It’s 
more of a rock concert.”
   All three students consid-
ered the night a success, espe-
cially after the total number of 
tickets and money raised was 

brought in. 
   “Honestly, we weren’t 
expecting it to go as well as 
it did,” Mosley said. “I think 
we went into the night selling 
about 70 tickets and we ended 
up selling out the entire the-
ater.”
   The event raised more than 
$600 for Vandenberg World 
Cultures Academy, a public 
elementary and middle school 
in Southfield. According to 
their website, “40% of our 
student population speaks a 
language other than English 
at home.” Vadenberg also 
“represents 25 cultures from 
around the world” and is the 
“ESL magnet elementary 
school in Southfield for all 
children whose families speak 
a language other than English 
at home.”
   The trimester-long project 
offered everyone in the semi-
nar a role to perform.
   “Mark and I were in charge 
of the acts, some people were 
in charge of getting the food 
and water, and some people 
were selling tickets,” Mosley 
said. “So it was just really a 
collaborative class effort.” 
   Students outside of the class 
helped out too.

   
“The tech crew did a lot of 
production, and I thought 
it was just going to be going 
on stage, doing your thing,” 
Whalen said. “But there was 
a little bit more seriousness 
to it and to the actual set-up 
then I thought there was go-
ing to be.” 
   Both Mosley and Whalen 
seemed to think that an 
annual Band Jam looked 
promising.
   “A lot of the bands that 
performed were juniors 
and we’ve talked to them,” 
Whalen said. “And a lot of 
kids were like, ‘Yeah, we’re 
definitely going to bring this 
back.’ I think that it had to do 
with the night going so well. 
Hopefully it’ll be bigger next 
year, like in the auditorium.”
   And for all the seniors in-
volved in the event, it turned 
out to be a night that they 
wouldn’t soon forget.
   “It was just a very memo-
rable thing,” Mosley said. 
“There were a lot of cool 
pictures and videos from 
the night… it’s just like 
something that I’m going to 
remember for a long time.”

Photo by Kassie White
Students perform at a newly reinstated Band Jam in the Seaholm Little Theater.

ROOMMATE
Cont. from page 1

est percentage ever recorded 
for first-year students who 
said they would participate 
in a protest. A study from 
Hamilton College found that 
young people who belonged 
to sizeable minorities showed 
even more extensive links 
to politics, which perhaps 
provides some explanation for 
the beliefs of Kian.
   It does not come as much 
of a surprise considering the 
historical roots. Colleges, as 
institutions, have a history of 
challenging the problematic 
ideologies of society, from the 
UC Berkeley protests against 
the Vietnam War to the re-
cent protests at Middlebury 
College in Vermont against 

a speaker who argues that 
minorities have a lower intel-
ligence. 
   As it is only the first months 
of Trump’s term, it remains 
to be seen how this will play 
out during the next four years. 
Current Seaholm freshman 
will be looking for roommates 
near the end of his time in 
Washington. Current Seniors 
enter the college political cli-
mate now, while the issues are 
certainly inflammatory. 
   Kian told CNN that hav-
ing a Trump supporter for a 
roommate would “make for a 
hostile environment.” Politics 
aside, no one wants to live in 
a hostile environment.

place is hard.”
   In addition to taking the 
title at OCCRA, the robotics 
team won in their Southfield 
Championship and an out-
of-state Indiana St Joseph 
Tournament. Given that the 
Indiana tournament was not 
in Michigan, that score did 
not affect their FIRST Robot-
ics States qualification.
   “One of our goals was to get 
some of our younger kids on 
the drive team and get them 
some competition experi-
ence,” Simms said. “It’s a 
collaboration of a lot of people 
working together. There’s not 
just one kid on the team who 
is allowing us to be successful 
this year.”
   With nothing to lose, the 
team shifted their attention to 
preparing their members for 
next year.
   “Every year we try to do our 
best, but sometimes it’s not 
good enough or other teams 
are just better,” Simms said. 
“But this year, they all listen 
and work together with each 
other, and things just seem to 
be coming together for us.”
   Everything the Birmingham 

robotics team does is rooted 
in the students’ and advisors’ 
love of engineering and robot-
ics.
   “We prepare to win every 
year, but we’re really trying to 
excite kids about STEM-relat-
ed careers,” Simms said.
   Still, the students nonethe-
less enjoy beating out the 
competition.
   “I think that it is really cool 
that we were able to win both 
our tournaments through all 
our hard work and determina-
tion,” junior and member of 
the robotics team Josh Chap-
nick said.
   All of the efforts the Bir-
mingham robotics team has 
put into this season culminate 
tomorrow in the tournament 
that determines whether or 
not they qualify for States.
   “This year’s robotics team 
has been so successful be-
cause of all the hard work that 
our team has put in,” Simms 
said. “We spent extra hours, 
we had extra meetings and 
the group of kids that we had 
this year is so dedicated to 
being the best that they could 
possibly be.”
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THINKERS, HIPSTERS, AND GAME CHANGERS.

Lawrence Technological University isn’t for just anyone. 
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entrepreneurs who will create the innovations of tomorrow.

Watch LTU students share their college experiences at 
ltu.edu/StudentStories.
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Staff Editorial
No Such Thing as a One-Way Wall 

spring breakers have been 
offensive and unruly towards 
Mexican people. 
  To go to another country, 
and then exhibit racist be-
haviour towards those people 
whose country one is visiting 
is not only wrong, but embar-
rasses the country of the Unit-
ed States. How dangerous and 
terrible are these people really 
if you’re willing to go down to 
their country, and get drunk 
to the point where you can’t 
even take care of yourself? 
Certainly there’s an element 
of trust that is involved in 
that. 
  In the United States every-
one is entitled to their own 
political beliefs and ideas. The 
truth is, nobody really knows 
the best course of action for 
the United States needs to 
take to strengthen its econo-
my and security.
  However, it is very hypocriti-

cal for people to going to the 
very country, and visiting the 
very people they have brand-
ed as dangerous and terrible. 
As Mexican-American rapper 
Sad Boy Loko displayed the 
hypocrisy of Americans on 
the song “Blacks on Browns” 
stating, “...You explored my 
country, but can’t accept my 
people…” 
This is a perfect sentiment 
for the attitude of many 
Americans right now; we 
cannot expect the Mexican 
people, or any other people 
for that matter, to accept 
Americans with open arms 
while we exhibit this behav-
iour in their country. 
   If you support Donald 
Trump’s wall, a symbol of 
racism to the Mexican and 
Latino people, do yourself a 
favour and don’t go to those 
countries for spring break. 

Andrew LaPain
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Jordon Williams 
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   In 
sports, 
emo-
tions 
get the 
best of 
you As a 
diehard 
sports 
fan, I 
try not 
to sip 
the “hatorade”...but when I 
hear football fans spit this 
nonsense that Tom Brady 
is the greatest of all time, I 
simply lose it.
  After the recent Super Bowl 
win, the Brady bandwagon is 
gearing up to take more pas-
sengers. It’s time to deflate 
the tires of this bandwagon.
Hear me out...This isn’t an 
Anti-Brady article, rather an 
article to try and get all the 
diehard Brady fans to take a 
step back and think. 
   Tom Brady’s career stats 
have been dramatically inflat-
ed due to the New England 
Patriots running up the score 
on pitiful teams. In 2007 
the Pats put up 49 against 
the Dolphins, 52 against the 
Redskins and 56 against the 
Bills. Many of those games 
were over by the first half, but 
that didn’t stop the Pats from 
garnering big yardage plays.
  Another reason people 
should reconsider their claim 
that Brady’s the G.O.A.T. 
(greatest of all time) is Matt 
Cassel’s 

El Examen Rapido
Question 1: What is the longest word in 
the English Language?
a.) Antidisestablishmentarianism
b.) floccinaucinihilipilification
c.) pneumonoultramicroscopicsilicovol-
canoconiosis
d.) smiles

Question 2: What percentage did 
Ryan Reynold’s Van Wilder get on 
Rotten Tomatoes?
a.) 7%
b.) 19%
c.) 28%
d.) 35%
Question 3: Which country did TV 
show Kenny vs. Spenny come from?
a.) USA
b.) Canada
c.) United Kingdom
d.) Austraila
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Exploring the 
Unknown

   The internet 
is a wonder-
ful place full 
of memes, cat 
pictures, and 
lots more.
However, 
there is 
a glaring 
problem...when something is 
deleted from the internet, it’s 
usually gone forever.
  Take for instance, Nitrome, 
a site that used to make 
great flash games, until they 
switched to mobile games that 
were of the same caliber.
   Nitrome’s unreleased mo-
bile port of the game “Chick 
Flick”, was the company’s 
third game, right after Sand-
man and Hot Air. The inter-
esting thing, though, was that 
the mobile port of Chick Flick 
was being developed long 
before Hot Air was. In fact, 
the very first edition of the 
Nitrome website (2005) had a 
trailer of the game.
   Unfortunately, in a blog post 
discussing the port, Nitrome 
stated that the trailer was 
long-gone.
   A quick check in archive.
org shows a copy of Nitrome’s 
original site, but the trailer 
won’t work...You can press 
anything you want, but no 
trailer.
   Another instance of dele-
tion is YouTube, Deviantart, 
and Tumblr’s mandatory but 
annoying habit to delete all 
the contents of an account 
whenever it’s deleted. When 
this happens, internet fans 
are disappointed to see their 
favorite memes and fanart 
disappear from their likes and 
favorites.  
  But wait, science has taken 
us this far! In the television 
show “Through the Worm-
hole”, scientists sent a sig-
nal back in time in order to 
activate an LED zillionths of 
seconds before the signal was 
sent. 
 If sending a signal zillisec-
onds back in time is possible, 
then scanning the past must 
be a piece of cake!
   We’ll call this theoretical 
invention the Time-Traveling 
Computer(TTC for short). 
The TTC uses 3 basic steps in 
order to get the long-lost data 
you crave so much:
    1. Scan digital data in the 
past (how the TTC scans stuff 
in the past will be discussed 
later) in the form of binary 
code- 1’s and 0’s.
   2. Download a copy of the 
scanned data onto your com-
puter.
   3. Enjoy the stuff you just 
scanned.
  Unfortunately, our current 
technology is too feeble to 
transport matter across time;
but electromagnetic radiation, 
in the form of radio waves, is 
totally capable. 
Therefore, the very medium 
used to transport cat memes 
might actually be used with, 
or alongside, the TTC!
Now let’s analyze what the 
TTC can do.
  In addition to the previously 
discussed trailer of Chick 
Flick will be accessible, the 
TTC might also bring about 
a new “like” system for social 
media. Even if the original 
poster gets deleted, their 
posts will still be in your likes. 
   Aside from the nostalgia 
and content preservation, the 
TTC also possesses research 
capabilities.
   Gangnam Style holds the 
crown as the YouTube video 
with 2 billion views. Using the 
TTC, we can see how many 
views it got per day since it 
was first uploaded. 
   Also, social media sites can 
only hold so many posts at a 
time. With the TTC, we would 
be able to gather all those 
removed posts into one large 
pile for everyone to see, show-
ing how it evolved in terms of 
popularity!
   Finally, the TTC would 
assist in law enforcement, 
helping police officers track 
down deleted posts, and find 
IP addresses more easily 
without fear of the criminals 
destroying a lead by hacking 
or deleting it.
   The very idea of a time-
traveling computer sounds 
ridiculous, but who knows?

It is clear that the people who 
support Trump’s wall do not 
take into consideration the 
feelings of the Mexicans, as 
the very administration they 
so adamantly defend has been 
branded racist and xenopho-
bic by many Mexicans. 
  Since Trump’s election, there 
have been many incidents of 
Americans displaying unruly, 
racist or xenophobic behav-
iour whilst in Mexico. On 
Friday, The Yucatan Times 
reported of an incident of 
Americans on a booze cruise 
chanting “Build That Wall” in 
Cancun. 
  Anaximandro Amable Burga 
recorded the incident in his 
Facebook post, and expressed 
his anger at the intolerance 
and racism of the tourists. 
This isn’t an isolated incident. 
Deeper within the Yucatan 
Times article, Mexican 
Nationals and tourists work-
ers have noted that this year 

his supporters, and merci-
lessly bashed as unethical, 
unnecessary, and unintelli-
gent by his opposition. Quite 
recently, after the specifica-
tions of Trump’s wall included 
that it be 30 feet high, there 
has been a joke of people just 
posting images of the vari-
ous retailers who sell 32-foot 
ladders. 
  Regardless of how you feel 
about the wall, there is no 
doubt that a wall would serve 
a very specific purpose. A wall 
is a physical barrier, intend-
ing to keep people out as 
well as visually representing 
the separation and differ-
ences between both sides. The 
building of the wall shows the 
United States doesn’t want to 
associate with Mexico. 
  So why is it, that when 
Trump supporters flock to 
a tropical location to spring 
break, they very often choose 
Mexico as their destination? 

   With the rhetoric of the 
recent campaign still echoing 
throughout American society, 
the United States has been 
increasingly unfriendly and 
even racist towards Mexicans 
and Latinos. 
   Hate crimes (both anti-
semitic and racist)have in-
creased since Donald Trump 
being elected into office, the 
week after the election there 
were 200 hate crimes alone, 
according to the Southern 
Poverty Law Center. 
  For the Latino community, 
this recent increase comes 
after the 35% in hate crimes 
perpetrated against them 
from 2000-2010. The catalyst 
of racism and controversy of 
the new administration seems 
to be - and has always been 
- Donald Trump’s relentless 
will to build a wall across the 
Mexican Border. 
  Trump’s wall has been 
praised as a good solution by 

2008 campaign with the New 
England Patriots when Brady 
was out due to a torn ACL. 
   Cassel proved in 2008 that 
many can flourish in the Bill 
Belichick system that Brady 
has benefited from that his 
entire career. 
   Matt Cassel is an average 
quarterback at best, and he 
was able to win 11 games 
under one year with the Pats. 
The New England Patriots do 
not need an elite quarterback 
to win games. 
   Matt put up the best num-
bers of his career in New 
England. If even a mediocre 
quarterback can thrive in one 
of the most well organized 
franchises in all of sports, 
how much credit should we 
give Brady for flourishing in 
a system which has proven to 
maximize talent? 
   Tom Brady is not the great-
est quarterback of all time, 
but Bill Belichick is perhaps 
the greatest coach in any 
sport. His 16 years with the 
Pats, Belichick has manage to 
come away with only one los-
ing season. Belichick gets the 
most out of his players, taking 
an ordinary player and mak-
ing them extraordinary. His 
preparation is unmatched, 
making him the greatest 
coach of our era. 
   From great coaching to 
excellent structure, Brady has 
had great luck throughout 
most of his illustrious career. 
However, he does not get the 
benefit of being my G.O.A.T. 
quarterback. 

Not My QB
someone with components of 
extroversion and introversion 
in their social vernacular, 
common core education (and 
similar approaches) are not 
effective. 
   I now reach out to all the 
other students currently 
being sanded down in order 
to embody the image of an 
archetypical learner that 
this insufficient educational 
system is prepared to tackle 
teaching. This is going to be 
an extroverted introvert’s 
guide to learning styles and 
how we don’t all fit into just 
one. 
   In an effort to simultane-
ously streamline and di-
versify education, many a 
technique has been designed 
to cater to the three or four 
commonly branded learning 
styles: pragmatic or visual; 
creative or kinesthetic; coop-
erative or auditory. 
   Oftentimes, though, we fail 
to pose the question, “What 
if I’m more than one?” Or, 
further unrecognized, “What 
if I’m none?” Of course, each 
human is unique. You spent 
the entirety of elementary 
school immersed in the cliché 
rhetoric that preaches each 
person offers something 
uniquely valuable to the 
world. That’s right, snow-
flake. There’s still no one 
quite like you. 
   The irony is, the same edu-
cational system that fostered 
your individuality is now 
trying to squander it, pushing 
you through a regurgitated, 
standardized process. This 
hypocritical squandering of 

ripe minds went unnoticed for 
a while. Only when the gov-
ernment finally noticed the 
diminution of their precious 
test scores did they begin to 
care.                 
   Suddenly, Americans were 
being portrayed as fools and 
imbeciles on a worldwide 
scale (as if the entire notion 
of our system of education 
wasn’t already doing that). 
That’s when public educators 
were forced to label each stu-
dent that came their way. 
   When truly examined, 
it appears dystopian, like 
something out of Divergent, 
but in reality, it’s a relatively 
unquestioned component 
of American society. But for 
those who do endeavor to 
question, it is shocking and 
disturbing. 
   How could something so im-
portant as education be gone 
about in such a completely 
fruitless way? It should not 
be the student’s responsibility 
to recognize the error in their 
classification. It should be the 
system’s responsibility not to 
rely on baseless classifications 
in order to educate.        
   However, that is not the 
case, and it would take large, 
unrealistic alterations to 
federal government in order 
to make that plausible. Luck-
ily, I had the good fortune of 
finding the inaccuracy in my 
status as extrovert.
   And in that moment, never 
had I identified more with the 
words of T. S. Elliot’s The
Hollow Men, “This is the way 
the world ends: Not with a 
bang, but a whimper.”

Fighting the Vicious Cycle
Melanie Taylor
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

   With 
pen in 
trembling 
hand, I 
scuffle 
to the 
board and 
transcribe 
from my 
notebook 
how I’d 
solved the problem. I am not 
deriving anything on the spot. 
I am not even typically a very 
timid person. It’s just some-
thing about being up in front 
of a math class that makes my 
knees melt into each other.
  I had been told my entire life 
I was an extrovert. From what 
teachers and other authority 
figures had observed, I fit all 
the criteria. Articulate, char-
ismatic, productive in groups 
and constantly energetic, I 
can see how I’d come off as a 
textbook extrovert. 
   However, internally, I knew 
that I hated to be stuck in 
groups, let alone in front of 
them. Being with other people 
exhausted me. I knew that, 
particularly in educational 
settings, I’d often have to 
take just a moment to myself 
simply to gather my bear-
ings before I could even think 
about moving forward with a 
task.
   It wasn’t until high school 
that anyone bothered to 
notice how grossly inaccurate 
my categorization had been 
entire educational career. As 

Question 4: What is the british term 
for “hood” (of a car)
a.) hood
b.) bonnet
c.) basket
d.) bucket

Question 5: Who played Brad’s Bud 
in Fast Times at Ridgemont High?
a.) Nicholas Cage
b.) Barb Harte
c.) Sean Penn
d.) Jason Sudeikis

Answers: D, A, B, B, A
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 Stagner Sets the Standard 
   On March 1, Seaholm Ju-
nior Carter Stagner received 
his first Division 1 Athletic 
Scholarship offer from Ball 
State University to play 
football. This is an impressive 
feat; only 2.6% of High School 
football players get a chance 
to move on to D1 athletics 
in college, according to the 
National Collegiate Athletic 
Association (NCAA).
 This is the first D1 Football 
full scholarship offer for a 
Seaholm player since 2011, 
according to head football 
coach Jim Dewald. Because 
of this, Dewald is extremely 
proud of Stagner.
   “I am really excited about 
this offer for Carter. It is very 
well deserving.” Dewald said. 
“Since I met Carter in the 
eighth grade, his drive to be 
great has been outstanding.”
   Other coaches on the staff 
agree with this assessment of 
Stagner’s work ethic. Assis-
tant Coach Jason Bazner, a 
close mentor of Stagner’s, was 
elated about this opportunity 
for him as well.
    “I think it is a testament to 
the hard work he has put in 
during his time at Seaholm. It 
is well deserved.” Bazner said.
   With his combined skill, tal-
ent, and drive, Stagner adds 
a lot to the current Seaholm 
team.
   “The first noticeable attri-
bute is his tremendous work 
ethic. Carter puts maximum 
effort into everything he 
does whether it be the weight 
room, practice, games, or the 
classroom.” Bazner said. “It is 
his goal to continue to work 
to be the best player possible. 
He also leads by example.”
     According to Stagner, his 
football career started in the 
sixth grade and hasn’t slowed 
down since.
   “My grandpa had a major 
impact on my football career. 
I was never really big into 
football, but in sixth grade, 

the reason why I started 
playing tackle football was be-
cause my Grandpa was really 
sick in the hospital.” Stagner 
said. “I really wanted for him 
to see me play. Unfortunately, 
he passed away before he was 
able to see me, but that was 
certainly motivation.”
   That was the beginning of 
his long journey refining his 
skill as an athlete.
   “Since then its sort of taken 
off, played a huge roll in my 
life.” Stagner said. “Playing 
college football has always 
been a little bit of a dream, 
but it came to realization my 
sophomore year that it was 
actually possible for me.”
    His family noticed this 
same potential in him around 
Sophomore year as well. 
Mag- gie Stagner, 
Carter’s older sister and 

Seaholm alum, 
has watched her 
brother player 

since he was a 
little kid. However, 
it wasn’t until high 

school that she rec-
ognized the future he 
could have.

   “I started 

watch-
ing Carter 
play since he 
played flag football 
in elementary school, 
and I’ve watched most of 
his games since.” Maggie 
Stagner said. “I always 
knew Carter wanted to 
play college football, but I 
figured most of his offers 
would be from D2 schools. 
After he made the varsity 
team at the start of his 
sophomore season, it 
became clear that he was 
pretty good.”
   A defining accomplish-
ment for Stagner was 
making the county all-star 
team, according to Maggie. 
That’s when she began 
to think he maybe had a 

future in D1 Athletics.
   Although his only offer so 
far is from Ball State, he and 
his coaching staff are confi-
dent that there will be more 
offers to come.
   “I think it’s still too early to 
tell if he will accept this offer. 
There are more offers to come 
and Carter will ultimately 
have to decide where the best 
fit is for him.” Bazner said.
   According to Stagner, he 
doesn’t have a specific “dream 
school”. He is just keeping 
his options open and seeing 
where his talents will take 
him.
   “The process for him from 
now until signing day next 
February will be exciting and 
stressful.  I think by next Feb-
ruary he will have multiple of-
fers from schools.  Carter and 
his family will have to make a 
decision that is best for Carter 
and his future.” Dewald said. 
   Ultimately, his enthusiasm 
for the game is what 
has brought 
him this far.
   “He 
works 
really 

hard 

for football, and he does more 
than the team asks of him 
because he cares about it. All 
the little extra things he does 
make a significant difference 
in his ability.” Maggie Stag-
ner said. “A big part of being 
an athlete is being mentally 
tough. It’s not easy to practice 
hard every day, but Carter 
does it. That and his enthusi-
asm for the sport make him 
work harder to be the best 
player he can be.”
   His motivation is simple.
   “I love the game,” Stagner 
said.
   Stagner’s future is look-
ing bright when it comes to 
the sport he loves. However, 
as for the present, he will 
continue to work hard to be 
a fundamental part of the 
Seaholm team.
   “He’s our leader, he’ll 
always be our leader.” Jack 
Dyar, Stagner’s teammate, 
said.
This mood echoes through-
out the whole program, even 
being reinforced by Coach 

DeWald.
“He sets the standard 
here at Seaholm.  His 
work ethic, character and 
leadership helps make 
Seaholm Football Great.” 
Dewald said.

   Stagner and his team-
mates plan on having a 

winning season for their 
senior year. Dewald 

sees potential for 
the best team 

at Seaholm 
in recent 
history.
   “So far 
I like our 
team’s 
culture. In 

the weight room 
we are as strong 
as we have ever 
been.” Dewald 
said. “Our 
energy is great 

and leadership is 
fan- tastic.  I expect a 
successful season for Seaholm 
Football in 2017.”

   If you have seen a Seaholm 
theater production within 
the last three years, you have 
born witness to junior Ben 
Ewing’s technical expertise. 
Ewing has been manning the 
lights and sound for every 
Seaholm production since he 
entered the building Septem-
ber of his freshman year.
   “I’ve learned just by doing 
it,” Ewing said. “I’ve done mu-
sicals for the youth and adult 
groups at Village Player and 
the fall play and musical for 
three years now at Seaholm, 
sound and set crew.”
   Though Ewing had been 
interested in lighting and set 
for a while, opportunities to 
explore the craft did not arise 
until high school.
   “I couldn’t do actual tech 
crew at Derby,” Ewing said. 
“It was just like ‘you’re going 
to stand there with a table and 
then maybe put it on some-
times.’”
   Under the mentorship of 
seasoned Seaholm auditorium 
consultant Mark Hammell 
and class of 2016 Seaholm 
alumnus Michael Kimec, Ew-
ing developed a specialized 
set of skills unique to lighting, 
sound and set.
   Through the relationship 
Ewing formed with mentor 
Hammell, he was exposed 
to an additional world of 
other productions put on in 
Birmingham Public Schools’ 
facilities. And the more time 
he put in, the better he got.
   “Anywhere from six to ten 
full shows are done a year, so 
I’m working that many tech 
weeks,” Ewing said. “There 
are also a variety of weekend 
events that happen here at 
Seaholm and Groves which 
are just off the wall some-
times, totally random.”

   Ewing found a distinctive 
intersection of his interests in 
theater optics.
   “I do a lot of math, art 
and physics,” Ewing said. 
“The things I do vary greatly 
because I like physics and a 
like art which often aren’t put 
together.”
   Yet, Ewing found a place 
where all his interests exist in 
harmony. Additionally, Ewing 
enjoys the company he finds 
in the theater community.
   “My favorite part is probably 
working with the variety of 
people that I get to work with, 
and how much they enjoy 
doing what they’re doing,” 
Ewing said. “Everybody wants 
to be there.”
   Ewing’s art teacher, Eliza-
beth Moyer, believes his work 
ethic and creativity provides a 
strong basis for the specializa-
tion he has developed over the 
past years.
   “Ben is a really fun student 
to have because I don’t really 
have to come up with ideas 
for him,” Moyer said. “He has 
his own ideas for projects he 
wants to do.
   Specifically, Moyer com-
mended Ewing’s keen eye for 
innovation.
   “He’s coming up with meth-
ods of making things in ways 
that I’ve never considered and 
ways that he’s never tried. He 
keeps growing in that way,” 
Moyer said.
   Ewing is considering pos-
sible careers as an engineer 
or physicist. He believes his 
work in theater tech will aid 
his efforts in the sense that he 
knows what hard work looks 
like, and he knows how it feels 
to build something from the 
ground-up.
   “The four years go by so 
fast,” Moyer said. “I don’t 
know anyone who would ever 
take his place.”

Melanie Taylor
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

Ewing Lights 
the Way

Photo Courtesy of Carter Stagner
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   Get Out is a newly released 
horror film that has been get-
ting quite a bit of buzz in the 
film world lately, drawing in 
both thrill seekers and movie 
critics.
    Being both, I just had to 
review it. Not only did I find 
it worth seeing as a piece of 
entertainment, I found an 
artistic masterpiece that I feel 
beautifully displays all the 
best parts of its genre.
   First, I should explain.
Before I ever saw the film, 
I witnessed the first teaser 
trailer being advertised on 
YouTube. Those 30 sec-
onds of dramatic booms 
and predictable jump scares 
had me less than intrigued, 
making the movie look about 
as original as a knock knock 
joke. And come on, “Get 
Out”? Could that be more of a 
cliche?
   Then, a few days before 
the film’s release, writer and 
director Jordan Peele ap-
peared on Jimmy Kimmel 
live. I’ve been a fan of Jordan 
Peele ever since I first split 
my sides laughing watching a 
skit from Key and Peele, the 
comedy show he co-creates 
with Keegan Michael Key.

   So, I watched the clip of the 
interview, expecting a short 
insight into his comedy.
   What I learned instead is 
that this comedian had mas-
terfully made a horror film 
that was being praised highly 
by many reviewers, even get-
ting a 100% on rottentoma-
toes.com, a feat that is practi-
cally unheard of. Naturally, I 
wanted to see what the fuss 
was about. 
   I treated myself to a matinee 
and was not disappointed. 
The movie captured me im-
mediately with an opening 
that both made fun of itself 
and set a chilling air that 
made every common event 
after slightly unsettling, not to 
mention the excellent use of 
creepy music.
   The film continues to set 
itself up with social criticism 
about the subtly held racist 
beliefs that are deeply in-
grained in people’s minds.
   What’s interesting, however, 
is the that these are often mo-
ments of cringe comedy, leav-
ing the audience in nervous 
laughter and with an uncanny 
feeling that something is 
about to go horribly wrong. As 
the movie continues, we begin 
to see glimpses of a cracking 
facade. 
   The difference between 
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this movie and others of a 
similar theme is that main 
characters acknowledge and 
address these moments and 
are hesitant to brush them off, 
enhancing the realism of the 
story.
   Your shouts at the screen 
are no longer futile, because 
the protagonist is thinking the 
same thing. It makes things 
far more frightening, because 
no matter the will, he still 
remains powerless to unwind 
the web in which he is caught.
   In the end, the social com-
mentaries on race are only 
the surface. The real horror is 
something universally imbed-
ded in the human psyche: 
complete loss over power over 
even the mind itself. It is pre-
sented beautifully in this film 
with an eye for the aesthetic 
beauty of good horror. 
   Innovative and refreshing, 
Get Out used humor, art and 
social commentary to bring 
out raw human fear. I realize 
now why the name is genius.
   A comedian by trade knows 
that half the fun of horror is 
yelling at the screen, and Get 
Out invites the viewers in part 
of the story so that the when 
things go wrong we are just 
that much closer to seeing it 
as us.

   

Giggs, on the other hand, 
didn’t particularly impress 
me. He dropped probably the 
weirdest line on the project 
on “No Long Talk” – “Man 
gets rappin’ when we suckin’ 
something” – which will leave 
me scratching my head for a 
long, long time.
   What sets Drake apart from 
the competition the most is 
his singing. Drake has, with-
out a doubt, the best voice 
in hip-hop history. The best 
song on More Life is “Passion-
fruit” – a relaxed, island-vibe 
R&B track that sees Drake 
at his most vulnerable and 
emotional since Take Care’s 
“Marvin’s Room.”
   Crooning over another 
dancehall beat, Drake talks 
about a failed long distance 
relationship (possibly with 
J.Lo?) – “Passionate from 
miles away/passive in the 
things you say/passin’ up on 
my old ways/I can’t blame 
you, no”. While the track 
touches on the gloomy sub-
ject of failed relationships, 
the loose production keeps it 
from getting too sorrowful.
   “Passionfruit” is Drake at 
his best – affecting lyrics, 
light production, and on-
point harmonies – and you 
can’t help but think of that 
special someone while lis-
tening to it. Enjoy this song 
before it’s released to main-
stream radio and overplayed 
to death.
   More Life is not a game 
changer for Drake. The 
overall style and themes 
of the project are very 
similar to how they’ve been 
for Drake’s entire career. 
What it is, however, is a 
welcome return to form 
for the Canadian superstar 
after 2016’s disappointing 
Views. More Life won’t make 
you ponder life’s deepest 
questions like some music 
will, but it does provide 22 
high-quality tracks to add to 
your soundtrack as summer 
approaches.

The Verdict: 7.6/10
Highlights: Passion-
fruit, Can’t Have Every-
thing, Ice Melts

   April 29, 2016 was supposed 
to be the defining moment 
of Drake’s career. First an-
nounced in July 2014, Drake 
released his fourth studio 
album, Views, on this day 
with more hype than any of 
his previous albums.
   The hype was well-deserved, 
too. Drake had just come off 
a banner 2015, releasing hit 
mixtapes If You’re Reading 
This It’s Too Late and What A 
Time To Be Alive (hey Au-
brey, chill on the long titles 
man), and also releasing 
wildly popular singles such as 
“Back To Back” and “Summer 
Sixteen.”
   Drake had stepped up his 
rapping, and it seemed as if 
he was transitioning into an 
energetic, more trap-based 
style of music. At least, that’s 
what fans were expecting.
Instead, Views was the polar 
opposite. A long and shallow 
album, Views felt like some-
thing you’d listen to alone on 
a cold night in December, not 
the club hits of the summer 
like many people expected.
   Fans and critics alike voiced 
their concern with Drake’s 
sound. People expected more, 
and he heard the criticism. 
On March 18, 2017, Drake 
released his latest project 
– a “playlist” (classic Drake 
trying to be different from 
everyone and not calling it an 
album) – titled More Life, and 
he righted the wrongs made 
almost exactly eleven months 
ago.
   If you’re looking for an 
entirely new Drake – different 
rhyme schemes, new subject 
matter – you’re not getting 
it on More Life. Every Drake 
song is either about his rank-
ing in the rap game (spoiler 
alert: he thinks he’s the best), 
the loyalty/disloyalty of his 
friends and family, or the 
intimacies of his relation-
ships. Drake may never drop 
socially-conscious bars like 
Mos Def, Common, or Ken-
drick Lamar, but that’s not 
his style, and when executed 
properly, it doesn’t detract 
from his music.
   An example of proper execu-
tion of his style is More Life’s 
sixth track, “Madiba Riddim.” 
This song falls under Drake’s 
theme of loyalty and disloy-
alty, as he sings “I cannot 
tell who is my friend.” Drake 
touches this same subject on 
Views’ opening song “Keep 
the Family Close.”
   Even though both songs 
cover the same subject mat-
ter, they fall on opposite sides 
of the spectrum. A slow, five-
and-a-half minute ballad with 
no bass or snare and clunky 
lyrics – “All of my ‘let’s just 
be friends’ are friends I don’t 
have anymore” – “Keep the 
Family Close” was not well 
received by fans or critics.
   With “Madiba Riddim,” 
Drake showed his willingness 

to adapt. The song features 
upbeat, dancehall-like pro-
duction from Frank Dukes, 
and instead of sounding 
whiny like he does on “Keep 
the Family Close,” Drake 
actually sounds genuine and 
hopeful on this track (“God 
knows I’m trying, God knows 
I’m trying for you”).
   Another important aspect 
of More Life are its features. 
While Views’ features left 
much to be desired, consisting 
of virtually just Future, PAR-
TYNEXTDOOR, and Rihanna, 
More Life features many more 
big-name artists, like Travis 
Scott, Quavo, Young Thug, 
2 Chainz, Kanye West, and 
many more. What is most cru-
cial about the features is how 
Drake uses them to create a 
worldwide sound.
   Drake’s music has always 
been a combination of genres, 
mostly hip-hop and R&B, but 
More Life  introduces grime 
and continues the incorpora-
tion of dancehall music to 
his repertoire. Drake uses 
features strategically on More 
Life, whether it’s bring-
ing South African producer 
Black Coffee to give a song a 
tropical house vibe (“Get It 
Together”), or bringing on 
British rappers to establish 
grime sound (“No Long Talk”, 
“KMT”, and “Skepta Inter-
lude”).
   The establishment of grime 
sound may be the most im-
portant takeaway from More 
Life. While Drake’s dancehall 
obsession began to become 
evident on Views, we had 
never heard grime out of him 
until this project.
   For those who don’t know, 
grime is an aggressive style of 
music popularized in Eng-
land that combines hip-hop 
and electronic music. Drake 
features British grime art-
ists Skepta and Giggs on the 
album, and Skepta shines on 
his standalone track “Skepta 
Interlude”, letting main-
stream music fans know they 
better get used to hearing him 
(“You don’t know me, you bet-
ter get to know me/I stand up 
tall, right next to Kobe”).

The Verdict: More Life

   On February 23, Detroit 
producer/songwriting legend 
Leon Ware passed away. As 
many great artist’s deaths do, 
Ware’s passing allows us to 
re-adventure into some of his 
greatest works. 
   Marvin Gaye’s I Want You 
is recognised by critics and 
writers as some of Marvin 
Gaye’s most controversial and 
influential work; with Ware 
producing and writing the 
majority of the album (and 
being the only person to have 
writing credits on every song), 
reexamining this album 
would be a great tribute to 
such an artist. 
  Upon I Want You’s initial 
release in 1976, the album 
was considered a success on 
the charts and a floundering 
failure by the critics. Criticism 
ranged from Gaye’s lack of 
passion on his vocals, which 
when compared to Let’s Get 
It On are very subdued, and 
Ware’s producing as too 
subtle and minimal. 
  At this time, it should be 
noted that disco albums were 

Classic Album Recommendation: 
I Want You by Marvin Gaye

Max Joelson
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

disliked by the critic popula-
tion and the album’s initial 
critical reception is most 
likely due to the disco influ-
ence that is apparent through-
out this album. However, like 
many great pieces of work, 
what was initially criticized 
was then given time to mari-
nate into a classic. 
   Many great R&B/Soul art-
ists of more modern times 
have direct lineage to this 
album itself, and have used 
it in their own music. Names 
like Mary J. Blige, R. Kelly, 
and Madonna were once 
dominant in the charts in this 
very genre Gaye threw into a 
very different direction. 
  Because a review of a ter-
rible Drake album took up 
the majority of this page, I do 
not have room to fit a song by 
song analysis of this album, so 
if you want the original review 
please contact me at (248) 
797-4060. The following will 
highlight my favourites. 
  The album starts with its 
lead single, “I Want You Vo-
cal” and provides a great first 
impression. The conga and 
horns, with Gaye beautifully 
singing over this smooth but 

layered production (really 
one of the more complex on 
the album), provides a gran-
diose start to this album.   
  From there, the album 
moves on to the longest 
song in its tracklist, “Come 
Live With Me Angel”. Here 
is where the album really 
displays the tone that will 
continue throughout the 
majority of the tracklisting.
   Gaye doesn’t do anything 
intense with his voice, but 
rather sings in a more low-
key, lulling voice. Underneath 
Gaye’s smooth vocals, is a 
gorgeous string section that 
eloquently matches the vocals’ 
overall mood. The drums and 
backup vocals provide just 
enough intensity to keep the 
listener engaged, but are luck-
ily subdued enough to keep 
the mood very intimate.
   The third track is an in-
strumental titled, “After the 
Dance”, and is personally my 
favorite song on the whole 
track. The instrumental 
is dominated by a spacey 
synthesizer, but laced with a 
bass, piano and string sec-
tion in the back to give it an 
elegant but futuristic feel. It is 

truly one of the most unique 
pieces of production in any 
genre and is a testament to 
Ware’s genius. 
   After the introduction to 
Side B, “I Want You (Intro 
Jam 1)”, the album smoothly 
melts into its seventh track 
“All the Way Round”. This 
song, much like the open-
ing song of Side A, takes on 
a different attitude sonically 
then the rest of the album. 
The horns and drums are 
much more outward, although 
the production is still rather 
simple.
   Although Gaye’s vocals are 
sublime, the highlight of this 
song is a brief, passionate 
horn solo that really stands 
out on this record.

   After another short instru-
mental, the final track of the 
record, “After the Dance” 
(particularly one of my favou-
rites), is another sonically-fu-
turistic record. Ware seem-
ingly uses his string section 
and synthesizer conserva-
tively, allowing Gaye’s vocals 
to stand out. However, the 
subtle piano and bass really 
provide a layer to this song 
that makes it a really special 
song in R&B itself. 
   I Want You has gone on 
to shape modern R&B, and 
other more minimal records 
of today’s time. Although the 
layered and complex beat is 
in today, I have a feeling the 
more minimal and stripped 
down sound will be making 

a return to the forefront of 
music soon.
   Frank Ocean’s Blonde was 
received as one of the best 
records of the year and really 
uses the same minimalist 
principles as I Want You; 
Blonde’s mix of futuristic and 
traditional sounds really par-
allels this fantastic album.
   I highly recommend you 
check out this album, the pa-
tient listener can really find a 
true gem within these 38 min-
utes. It is a slow listen at first. 
However, it is truly worth it to 
give this record a fair shot. 

Rest in Peace Leon Ware, 
a truly great artist who 
has shaped modern mu-
sic forever.

John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

Photo by Caroline Owens
Drake’s newest album, More Life, plays.
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   Last month, assistant prin-
cipal Ms. Stroughter declared 
a “Juuling Epidemic” at 
Seaholm High School. This 
month, with after a long-
lasting investigating done by 
the administration, the source 
of the epidemic has been 
uncovered. 
   Flex/AP Economics teacher 
Peter Smith was found to be 
distributing vape products, 
oftentimes used as substi-
tutes for cigarettes or other 
nicotine products. Vaping 
has proven more popular 
in the younger generation, 
mostly due to the fact that it 
is smokeless.
   Smith was immediately 
dismissed from working at 
Seaholm, as well as having 
his teaching license revoked. 
Smith now faces criminal 
charges on distributing 
tobacco to minors; a mis-
demeanour punishable by 
$50.00 per violation, he now 
faces a $1,200.00 fine.   
   An anonymous student 
was a frequent buyer from 
Mr. Smith, and says that his 
dismissal will greatly affect 
Seaholm students’ vaping 
habits. 
   “If you go into a boy’s bath-
room at Seaholm, you won’t 
even be able to see a foot in 
front of you, the clouds are 
too thick…” the student said, 
“Really everyone in the school 
possesses a vape, and we all 
have meetings where we just 
get together and get a killer 
buzz”. 
  The majority of the student 
population doesn’t seem to 
find vaping a problem, with 
only slightly more finding 
vaping at school an issue 
according to the Highlander 
twitter; those numbers being 
76% and 69% respectively. 
  “Kids in the 1950’s used 
to light up cigarettes in the 
teacher’s lounge” senior Ste-
phen Paige said, “What’s the 
issue if we want to just relieve 

some stress 
and make the 
bathroom 
smell like 
french toast in 
the process?” 
  Smith’s web 
of customers 
branched out 
to all grades 
and even other 
schools. 20 
vapes and 
103 bottles of 
vape juice in 
surrounding 
districts were 
tracked back to 
Smith, along 
with 30 vapes 
and 98 bottles 
of vape juice 
being found at 
Groves. 
   “It really is a 
shame,” senior 
Isaac Susser 
said, “Mr. 
Smith was the 
teacher of my 
favourite high 
school course, 
Economics, 
and it is defi-
nitely a tough 
loss for my 
Econ teacher 
to go down in such a pathetic 
manner.”
   Smith was calculated 
to have made around 
$12,000.00 a year distribut-
ing vapes or other nicotine 
products, amassing around 
$28,000.00 throughout his 
career at Seaholm. Freshmen 
Gigi Hoppen said she was 
continually harassed by Smith 
to start using nicotine prod-
ucts and purchase a vape. 
  “It was horrible, I couldn’t 
escape him.” Hoppen said, 
“Everyday I would walk into 
his class, he would try to sell 
me one of his vapes. When-
ever I refused, he called me a 
loser who couldn’t blow mad 
clouds like him, and then 
would repeatedly ask me to 
‘Get on his level.’” 
  After over two years of 

distributing these products, 
the administration busted two 
students vaping in the music 
hall bathroom. After a lengthy 
interrogation, the students 
told the administration they 
had bought the vapes from 
Smith, and the investigation 
started. 
   The administration couldn’t 
find a student willing to bust 
Smith’s black market, the 
student body was simply too 
loyal to, and too dependent 
on Smith’s services to go 
undercover. After months of a 
cold case, the administration 
finally found the hero they so 
desperately needed, Patrick 
Hoover. 
  Hoover shaved his beard, 
and then went undercover as 
Canadian freshman Hatrick 
Poover. 
  Hoover bravely went wired 

to purchase from Smith, and 
was integral to the fall of the 
vaping tycoon. 
   “It was nothing, business as 
usual.” Hoover said, “I went 
in there and did what I had to 
do, this wasn’t the first time 
I had to go undercover and 
bust some corruption in the 
school. All the teachers call 
me James Hoover cause I am 
a good spy like James Bond. 
   Seaholm has gone through 
many dark days, but it is safe 
to say that the days of vaping 
are over. Students can now 
walk into the bathroom with-
out fear of tripping over their 
own feet from lack of vision, 
or can take an AP Economics 
class without being to forced 
into an illegal vape market. 
Thanks to Patrick Hoover, 
there’s only clear days ahead. 

Back From the Deb
  After months and months 
of rumors, leaks, and inside 
information, Birmingham 
Public Schools has officially 
decided on Seaholm’s next 
principal. Speculative candi-
dates for the position in-
cluded Patrick Hoover, Tom 
Booth, John Cena, and Nick 
Rizzo, but none ended up get-
ting hired. Instead, BPS chose 
to bring back a blast from the 
past: former Seaholm assis-
tant principal Deb Boyer.
  “It feels good to be back,” 
Boyer said. “I could not 
be more excited to be the 
Seaholm principal for prob-
ably the next year-and- a-half 
considering that’s how long 
most Seaholm principals 
last.”
  Boyer is Seaholm’s fourth 
principal in five years. 
Seaholm has adapted a ‘one-
and- done’ philosophy for 
principals, similar to what 
many college basketball pro-
grams use.

  “If you 
watch col-
lege basket-
ball, the best 
players only 
stay for one 
year,” BPS 
Superinten-
dent Daniel 
Nerad said. 
“So by the 
transitive 
property, 
the best 
principals 
only stay 
for one 
year, too. 
That makes 
sense, 
right?”
  Boyer’s 
style of 
administra-
tion in her 
previous 
tenure at 
Seaholm could 
be described as 
“old school”, according to stu-
dents. However, in her second 
stint at Ernest W., she plans 

on lightening up a bit.
  “Well, obviously we’re going 
to have a school uniform,” 

Boyer said. “That wasn’t even 
up for discussion. I am willing 
to compromise though. On 

Local Radio 
Show Gains 

First Listener
  February 10, 2017 seemed 
like any other day for senior 
Michael Kaminski. He woke 
up and went through his daily 
routine. What he didn’t know, 
however, was that the simple 
tuning of a radio would 
change the course of his day 
drastically.
  “My radio connection was 
pretty spotty that morning, 
so I decided to tune the radio 
and see if I could fix it my-
self,” Kaminski said. “I had 
no idea I was about to make 
history.”
  While Kaminski was tuning 
his radio, he coincidentally 
stopped while on the channel 
101.1 WRIF to hear the radio 
show “Dave and Chuck The 
Freak”, and Kaminski helped 
the show reach a milestone.
  “When I stopped on the 
channel, there was complete 
silence,” Kaminski said. 
“Suddenly, two raspy old man 
voices started yelling, telling 
me to not change the chan-
nel.”
  Kaminski had just become 
the first person to ever listen 
to Dave and Chuck The Freak.
  “Honestly, I was a bit 
freaked out, so I turned my 
radio off,” Kaminski said. “A 
couple minutes later, I got 
pulled over, and the officer 
said he needed to detain me 
for further questioning about 
the show.”
  Kaminski was taken to the 
WRIF studios, where studio 
executives began to interro-
gate him.
  “They started yelling at me, 
asking why I changed the 
channel,” Kaminski said. 
“They seemed irrationally bit-
ter about something.”
  Kaminski said the inter-
rogating quickly turned into 
pleading.
  “After a little bit, they started 
asking favors of me,” Kamins-
ki said. “They asked if I would 
tell everyone I could to listen 
to the show. I told them no.”
  “Dave and Chuck The Freak” 

first started airing in 2013, 
but studio executives from 
WRIF elaborated that the 
show didn’t work like tradi-
tional radio shows do.
  “I first met Dave and Chuck 
back about forty years ago 
when they were around 
fifteen years old,” an anony-
mous studio executive from 
WRIF said. “I went to pick 
up my girlfriend from figure 
skating practice, and they 
were on the team too.”
  The executive tried to re-
main distant from Dave and 
Chuck, but they persistently 
kept in contact with him up to 
when the executive got his job 
at WRIF.
  “Dave and Chuck aren’t good 
at many things,” the executive 
said. “Pretty much nothing, 
actually. But the one thing 
they are good at is giving their 
irrelevant opinions.”
  The executive was constantly 
badgered by Dave and Chuck 
to give them their own radio 
show until he finally gave in.
   “We threw them in the 
studio and let them talk about 
whatever they wanted, but 
we never actually turned the 
microphones on until Mr. 
Kaminski happened to tune 
in,” the executive said.
  The main focus of Dave and 
Chuck’s radio show is com-
plaining about everything.
  “Honestly, we weren’t the 
most popular guys in high 
school,” Chuck said. “I mean, 
my name is literally ‘Chuck 
The Freak’, so that speaks to 
what people thought of me. 
But now we’re both 55 and 
we have a local radio show, 
so who’s laughing now? Eat it 
high schoolers!”
  Kaminski wasn’t pleased 
with his experience, and he 
will not be tuning in regularly.
  “I don’t care about this 
stupid radio show,” Kaminski 
said. “I missed three tests 
this morning so now I have 
to go to the testing center all 
next week. Thanks Dave and 
Chuck.”

Fridays, I will 
allow stu-
dents to wear 
approved 
brands.”
  Brands that 
are approved 
will be put on 
a list writ-
ten by Boyer 
herself that 
will be made 
public to 
the students 
come fall. 
Boyer provid-
ed a preview 
as to what 
brands could 
be on the list.
  “I’m not 
going to give 
it all away, 
but I will say 
this much,” 
Boyer said. “I 
don’t want to 

see any lib-
eral snowflakes 

walking around in clothes 
from Urban Outfitters.”
  Reaction around the school 

was mixed. Some students 
were pleased with the hire.
  “I love it,” senior AJ Nash 
said. “Make Seaholm great 
again.”
  Others were indifferent to 
the news.
  “Dude, I’m a senior, why 
would I care about next year,” 
senior Dan Sarkisian said.
  Lost in the news of the hire 
was the disappointment of 
final principal candidate Tom 
Booth. Booth stressed that 
the district may have made a 
mistake in their hire.
  “I’ve always taken my studies 
seriously, and I planned on 
doing the same as principal,” 
Booth said. “I had a plan set 
up for the school, including 
eliminating school completely 
on Tuesdays. I guess Seaholm 
just wasn’t ready for me.”
  Finally, staff members also 
commented on the hire, 
including teacher Peter Sha-
heen (not to be confused with 
senior Peter Sheehan).
  “What?” Shaheen said. “Isn’t 
Piper still the principal?”

Graphic by Ellie Braun
 Boyer, assitant principal at Seaholm from 1922-2015, was recently hired as the new Prin-

cipal for the 2017-2018 school year.

Graphic by Ellie Braun
Seaholm hero and physics teacher, Patrick Hoover, calming down his frantic 
students about the vaping epidemic.
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   As we enter third trimester 
and the impending spring, 
a team to pay attention to 
is our girl’s soccer team. 
With just over 20 girls on 
the team, both new and 
returning Varsity members, 
the team is ready to kick off 
their season with a winning 
streak. The captains of this 
year’s team are junior Zoe 
Gaffney and senior Paige 
Hartwig, and the team is 
led by head coach Manny 
Rodrigues.
   The girl’s season runs 
from now until the end of 
May, and the girls will play a 
total of 18 games, excluding 
districts. If the girls play in 
district games, the season 
will go until June.
   What makes this year’s 
team different than teams 
past is the camaraderie of 
the athletes.
   “We are a strong team 
with a lot of good players 
with great skills and person-
ality,” senior Maddie Sparks 
said, “And as a whole, we 
are a very close-knit group. 
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Lacrosse 
Confident 

Under New 
Leadership

Kicking Off the Season 

   As the 2017 Lacrosse season 
is upon us, so is a new coach-
ing staff for the BU Varsity 
Men’s Lacrosse team.
   This years’ troops are head-
ed by first year head coaches 
Nick Stensen and Nate 
Reynolds, who are seeking to 
overlook the underwhelming 
8-11 season that they were left 
with from a year ago.
   However, with this year’s 
leadership, the Bulldogs are 
keeping the expectations high 
for this coming spring. 
   “This year, we hope to win 
all of our games in the regular 
season. With our schedule, 
we believe this is achievable,” 
senior captain Dylan Sutton 
said. “We hope to win our 
region and continue to make 
a deeper playoff run than we 
have in years past”.
   However, Stensen believes 
that not only is team success 
measured on the field, but it 
is also important in the class-
room and in the community. 
   “First and foremost, we 
want to excel as student-ath-
letes, care about the team’s 
success above our own and 
represent our community 
of Birmingham in a positive 
way,” Stensen said.”
   Stensen also noted that it is 
up to the players to establish 
specific team and individual 
goals at this point of the 
season. 
   As this year’s seniors begin 
their final campaign for BU, 
they believe that their team 
chemistry is going to be a key 
factor for them this season.
   With many players having 
experience playing with each 
other since youth lacrosse, 
the Bulldogs believe that their 
chemistry will only lead to 
continued success.
   “A lot of us seniors have 
been playing on the same 
team since 5th grade, and it 
shows on the field,” senior 
Liam Pierce said.
   Sutton bears witness to the 
chemistry as well.
   “We know how each one 
of us plays. This is a year we 
think we can do something 
very special,” Sutton said.
   One major key to a bounce 
back year this year is going to 
be finishing out close games. 
In 2016, the Bulldogs played 
in four overtime games, and 
one double overtime game, 
going 1-4 through those 
games.
   Birmingham Unified also 
lost in six games by only one 
goal this past season. If the 
Bulldogs can overcome some 
close games, the outcome on 
this year’s season could be 
much different.
   One factor that could affect 
the team a drastic amount is 
the adaptation between two 
new head coaches and their 
new team. When asked about 
the adapting process, senior 
captain and Madonna Uni-
versity commit Gary Cutler 
pointed back to the senior 
leadership for the team.
   “We have a lot of strong 
senior leaders that can help 
with the process of adapting 
to the great new head coaches 
we have,” Cutler said.
   Stensen and Reynolds are 
looking to avoid the feeling 
out period that teams often 
have with first year head 
coaches.
   The key to making sure 
everyone is on the same page 
for the new season came 
down to one word for Coach 
Stensen.
  “Trust: our initial focus is to 
accelerate the player/coach 
relationships in hopes to find 
a level of camaraderie that 
would be typical of a team 
that has been together for 
several years,” Stensen added.
   With all the tools set in 
place, the Bulldogs are 
primed for a bounce back 
season. The 2017 campaign 
begins on Thursday, March 
23 against Bloomfield Hills. 

   The Seaholm Girls Softball 
team has been working hard 
throughout the year and is 
excited to begin their 2017 
season. Their hard work and 
dedication during the off-
season has made the team 
anxious to start playing.
   Senior captain Cami Vida 
has high hopes for the future 
of the varsity team.
   “I can’t wait to see all of the 
hard work we put in through-
out the winter to finally pay 
off when we win districts this 
year,” Vida said.
   Sophomore shortstop and 
outfielder Reagan Hurd 
shares the same positive 
energy.
   “We’ve worked very hard in 
the off season. The captains 
are really committed to the 
team, and everyone else is 
putting in 110%, so it should 
be a really good season,” Hurd 
said.  
   The girls’ strong relation-
ship with each other and the 
coaches is what leads them to 
success. The coaches all want 
to see the girls succeed, get 
better and develop as players. 
They too have goals for the 
team this year.
   “Our coach has the dream 
to win districts this year and 
also to perform well in the 
Michigan Stars tournament,” 
Hurd said.
   This confident attitude 
towards the success of the 
season is all due to the unique 
bond that the team has. 
   “Everyone just has each oth-
ers back out there, and I think 
the best part of the season is 
the bond between the players 
and how we can really work 
together on and off the field,” 
Hurd said.
   Junior pitcher Erika Ma-
cArthur also believes that the 
strong dynamic of the team 
will be the key to achieving 
their goals.
   “We have really good team 
chemistry, so I’m excited to 
see how we play together,” 
MacArthur said.
   The special friendship be-
tween the players on the team 
is shown both on and off the 
field. The girls have fun tradi-
tions that they look forward 
to each season, such as pasta 
parties, ‘Beat Groves’ t-shirts 
and Slurpee runs.
   “We’re not just a team, we’re 
all friends outside of the team 
as well,” Hurd said.

   This fall, the Seaholm ath-
letic department put a new 
weight room policy in place. 
The policy states that from 
3-4 pm the weight room is 
open to athletes only, mean-
ing that students who don’t 
play a sport at Seaholm are 
not allowed to work out in the 
weight room until 4:00 pm. 
The policy also states that the 
weight room is locked at 3:05, 
and if you are not down there, 
you are not allowed to work 
out.
   The new policy was put in 
place by Athletic director 
Aaron Frank and the Seaholm 
athletic department. A big 
supporter of putting this new 
plan in place is Head Football 
Coach Jim Edward. Dewald is 
going into his sixth year as the 
head football coach, and he is 
looking for a change in culture 
in the weight room. 
   Dewald’s main purpose for 
supporting the new policy was 
to get a group of like-minded 
people in the weight room.
   “The reason for an athlete 
only time is to get like-minded 
students working together.” 
Dewald said. “Ultimately, we 
try to create a championship 
mindset with our athletes. A 
critical component of a cham-
pionship culture is a commit-
ted and unified team. Nothing 
unifies a team more than 
working out together.”

   “The weight room is open 
to all teams not specific 
teams,” Dewald said. “As 
supporter of all Seaholm 
teams I believe you need 
athletes that are inspired to 
work as a group and live up 
to standards, uphold values 
and passionately pursue a 
collective vision.” 
   Dewald also believes that 
this new policy will help form 
a bond between athletes 
playing different sports. This 
bond will help create a more 
determined and focused cul-
ture around Seaholm sports.
   “Athletes put themselves on 
the line to compete in front 
of their peers and crowds of 
people to represent Seaholm 
High School,” Dewald said. 
“There is a special bond with 
athletes that represent their 
school. I believe this bond 
will grow stronger with the 
new weight room standards.” 
   Since the new policy has 
been put into place, there has 
been some pushback from 
the student body. Dewald 
believes that the pushback 
is normal and happens with 
lots of new policies.
   “Like any change to a group 
or population, there will 
always be push back, but I 
believe we are heading in the 
right direction,” Dewald said.
   Junior Carter Stagner who 
plays football under Coach 
Dewald also believes that 
this new policy has Seaholm 
sports headed in the right 
direction.

   “I like the new policy that 
was put in,” Stagner said. 
“Since it is just teams down 
there now, there are fewer 
distractions, and people are 
able to work out more effec-
tively.”
   Stagner, like Dewald, be-
lieves that the policy will help 
students stay focused in the 
weight room.
   “Overall, it should be great 
policy for Seaholm sports. It 
will keep people more focused 
and driven in the weight room 
and help teams have better 
success,” Stagner said.
   Stagner plans to step up into 
a leadership role come this 
fall, and he likes what he sees 
out of the football program 
with the new policy.
   “I believe the team has 
improved a great amount 
from last because there are 
fewer distractions, and there 
is a group of people trying to 
accomplish the same goal,” 
Stagner said. 
   Fellow junior and teammate 
of Stagner’s, Jack Dyar, also 
has a positive outlook on the 
new weight room policy. He 
also believes that the new 
policy has Seaholm sports 
headed in the right direction.
   “I really do believe this will 
create a better culture,” Dyar 
said. “Since the policy has 
been put into place, it looks 
like more people are getting 
stronger and are more fo-
cused. There is a like-minded 
group of people down there, 

We have become great 
friends, and we don’t 
have any issues getting 
along. This is the best 
Seaholm team I have 
ever been a part of, by 
far.”
   Because of this, the 
girls have high expecta-
tions for their perfor-
mance this year.
   “We are a very close 
group of girls, and we 
have a lot of talent com-
ing in. We should do 
very well this season,” 
Hartwig said.
   Before the season 
even began, the girls 
the girls were already 
working up some steam 
toward their long-term rivals. 
Even with a total of 18 games 
in this season, only one seems 
to matter:
   “Our biggest rival is Troy 
Athens. Last year we lost to 
them in the first round of 
districts 1-0. We played hard 
throughout the enire game, 
and Athens scored a lucky 
goal with only 10 seconds left 
in the second half. We didn’t 
deserve to lose because I 

know we wanted it so much 
more than they did,” Sparks 
said. “This year, there is no 
doubt that we are going to 
beat Athens. If we continue 
to practice hard every day, we 
will be unstoppable because 
of the talent each player on 
our team possesses.”
   Regardless of the oppo-
nents’ skills, the Maples are 
confident in their abilities.
   “They are good,” Hartwig 
said. “But we should win this 

year.”
   Aside from focusing on their 
cross-town rivals, the girls 
also spend a lot of bonding 
time together, in and out of 
season. This includes taking 
a trip together at the end of 
May.
   “I am most looking forward 
to going up to Traverse City at 
the end of May and staying in 
a cottage with everyone. We 
do this every year and it really 
strengthens that bond be-

tween one another even more 
than before,” Sparks said. “We 
have a lot of fun with each 
other up there. We spend time 
at the lake swimming, scrim-
maging teams from around 
that area, eating an extreme 
amount of s’mores, and creat-
ing life long memories.”
   For the seniors entering 
their last season as a Maple, 
it’s a time that brings both 
sadness and a drive that is 
stronger than that of their 
past three years.
   “It is very bittersweet,” 
Hartwig said. “I have had 
some of my best memories 
from the past three years in 
this program.”
   Sparks feels the same way.
   “I’m sad to have this be my 
last season as a Maple. Some 
of my greatest memories have 
been playing for the Seaholm 
Soccer team,” Sparks said. “I 
have been dedicated to this 
program for four years and it 
has been the best moments of 
my high school career. I look 
forward to seeing how this 
program will continue to im-
prove and how far this team 
will get in the end.”

Softball 
Season in 
Full Swing
Cece Cousins
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo Courtesy of Maddie Sparks
 Senior Maddie Sparks leads the pack to a Maple Victory last season.

people who have set a goal to 
get better physically. Any-
body can join(the workout) 
if they are willing to work to 
coach Dewald’s standards.”
   As athletes seem to enjoy 
this new policy, there are 
several students that are up-
set with the new policy. One 
of those students is junior 
soccer player Grant Davis. 
   “I feel that the new policy is 
unfair for athletes that aren’t 
on the football team,” said 
Davis. 
   Davis also feels that this re-
stricts students’ rights to use 
the facilities at Seaholm.
   “I think anyone should 
be able to use it anytime its 
open,” Davis said. “If some 
athletes have tighter sched-
ules after school, this system 
ruins any chance they have 
of getting a solid lift. Now I 
barely have anytime to get 
my calf raises in because I 
have to wait for the football 
team.”
   Because the new policy 
was only put in this fall, it’s 
hard to say whether or not 
this will truly help Seaholm 
sports in the future. But the 
Seaholm Athletic department 
and Coach Dewald seem to 
be very confident that this 
policy has Seaholm sports 
headed in the right direction. 
The Seaholm student body 
will just have to wait and see 
whether or not this policy 
will pay off until this upcom-
ing fall.

Seaholm Switches Weight Room Policy
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Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Baseball Looks to Cut Down Errors
John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

   After an up-and-down 
season in 2016 that saw the 
Maples jump out to an 8-1 
start but falter down the 
stretch, the Seaholm Varsity 
Baseball team is looking to 
right the wrongs from last 
year. Head Coach John Toth 
is in his second year at the 
helm for the Maples, and after 
an error-plagued 2016, fixing 
those errors is the main focal 
point for the team.
   “There’s one thing with us, 
and it’s very simple,” Toth 
said. “We had 98 errors last 
year. That cannot happen. 
Fixing that has been our main 
focus the entire offseason.”
   Senior third baseman Chase 
Powers echoed the focus on 
eliminating errors.
    “It all comes down to hav-
ing confidence and taking 
the outs that are given to us,” 
Powers said. “We need to con-
trol what we can control, and 
making the routine plays goes 
a long way.”
   Toth isn’t only talking about 
the importance of fielding.    
He has changed up practices 
from previous years in order 
to minimize errors.
   “The first step to fixing our 
errors is extra work in prac-
tice,” Toth said. “We know 
the pitching and hitting will 
be there, so spending extra 

time in the field has been very 
important.”
   Toth also emphasized the 
second step to eliminating er-
rors: the mental side.
   “We have a lot of quality 
arms,” Toth said. “It really 
comes down to knowing we 
have the talent to get the job 
done, and just relaxing and 
making routine plays in the 
field. If we had even half the 
errors we had last year, we 
would have won 7 to 8 more 
games.”
   Powers also showed con-
fidence in the team’s hitting 
and pitching, and under-

stands just how big of a dif-
ference cutting down errors 
could make.
   “Even on a team with the  
best hitters, you can’t rely on 
scoring 7-8 runs per game,” 
Powers said. “I think in year 
two of this regime, we’re re-
ally starting to buy into what 
Coach Toth is preaching, and 
that’s making defense a prior-
ity.”
   The Maples have many 
returning starters this year, 
including players who have 
had varsity experience for 
three years, like Powers, Liam 
Neel, and Graham Girdler.   

However, the team also 
features young talent, such as 
pitcher Max Schumaker, who 
saw a lot of action last year as 
a freshman.
   “Last year was kind of a 
blur, but it was good to get ex-
perience and I think that will 
help me this year,” Schumak-
er said. “I think the leadership 
on the team this year is very 
strong, and I think that will be 
the reason we don’t repeat our 
failures from last year.”
   With a new focus on de-
fense, Toth believes this 
Maples can achieve great 
things this season.

Photo Courtesy of Liam Neel
 Seaholm seniors Liam Neel and Chase Powers, along with junior Justin Miller, talk strategy 

on the mound .

Photo Courtesy of Erika MacArthur
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