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Robotics Team Draws Visit from Congressman
Peters Objects to 
Mich’s Exclusion From 
Race to the Top funds
   A week after Michigan officials learned the 
state was not on U.S. Education Secretary 
Arne Duncan’s list of 16 finalists for the 
Race to the Top Program -- and out of the 
running for hundreds of millions of dollars 
in federal aid, Rep. Gary Peters (D-Troy) 
voiced his disappointment to the Highlander.  
   “Well obviously I am disappointed,” Peters 
said. “I’m meeting with school officials and 
the Birmingham Public Schools superin-
tendent [Friday, March 5] to speak of how 
we can move forward and hope to get our 
schools recognized.  
     “We have another chance in June. I just 
want people to see what funding can do to 
our schools in the state of Michigan,” said 
Peters.
	 	 	 Alec	Larry

     The district has reached the final stages of the 
sale on the administration building.
   “The sale of the building will be finalized 
soon,” said District Spokesperson Marcia 
Wilkinson. 
   Though it has been confirmed that the admin-
istrators will move their operation to Seaholm 
or Groves, it has not been decided which of the 
two it will be. There will be more specific de-
tails of the building sale at the March 16 board 
meeting, incidentally located at the administra-
tion building.
  Also on the docket for the March 16 board 
meeting is the restructuring of the elementary 
school reading support program for students 
who have difficulty reading will also be 
   “The board is very confident the reading 
program will continue to be excellent,” said 
Wilkinson. 
                                                         Josh	Cohen

BPD Investigating 
Person of Interest 
in Exposure Cases

   The Birmingham Police Department is currently investigat-
ing a suspect whom they believe to be the man responsible for 
two incidents of indecent exposure in the Birmingham area.
  “There is a person of interest that I have identified,” BPD po-
lice liaison Ron Halcrow said, who declined to reveal the sus-
pect’s identity. “We just need a little more in depth of a case.”
   The individual in question was stopped during police sur-
veillance on February 25. The subject and his vehicle matched 
the description of the man.
   “[BPD] has compiled a photo lineup using similar Secretary 
of State photos of white men in their late 30s and early 40s, put 
them together along with the person we stopped and showed 
that to the victims to see if they recognized that person,” said 
Halcrow.
   Because the investigation is still ongoing, Halcrow could 
not confirm that 
the victims were 
able to identify 
the suspect.
   BPS was 
able to contact 
the suspect for 
an interview. 
Although Hal-
crow was un-
able to reveal 
whether the sus-
pect confessed to any of the alleged incidences of exposure, 
BPD did not gather enough information to make an arrest.
    “At this point, we need more probable cause to move for-
ward in this investigation,” Halcrow said. “Right now we 
don’t have enough evidence to make a charge.”
   BPD is now in the process of following up on leads relat-
ed to the incidences and conducting search warrants on the 
suspect’s cell phone in order to determine where the suspect 
made phone calls on the days where the exposures occurred.
   “If [the results of the search] are significant enough, an arrest 
warrant may be issued,” Halcrow said.
    Halcrow expects the results from the cell phone company 
could take as many as 30 days to turn up.
   The first report of indecent exposure was on Monday, Febru-
ary 22 at 12:30 p.m. the western parking lot at Midvale. The 
witness described a man between the ages of 30-40 years 
seated in a navy blue, American made four-door sedan with a 
thin chrome bumper strip on each side of the car.
    Wednesday, February 24, a similar vehicle was observed by 
a 40 year old female who was walking out of the Art Center. 
She noticed the similarly described four-door sedan.
   “As she approached the vehicle, she could see a shirtless 
man in his late 30s to early 40s sitting there looking to be mas-
turbating,” Halcrow said. “She never actually saw him doing 
that, but from the motions that is what she assumed.”
   Because of both the incidences’ proximity to Birmingham 
Public Schools, BPS is now warning its students and parents 
to be on the lookout for suspicious behavior.

News Briefs

BPS Board to Discuss 
Budget Tuesday

BPS Superintendent David Larson, looks 
over a proposal at the March 2 Board of 
Ed meeting.  Budget talks were pushed to 
Tuesday’s scheduled  7 p.m. meeting at the 
downtown Birmingham administration 
building.

Admin Building Sale 
Expected Soon 

   Congressman Gary Peters praised Seaholm’s 
Robotics team for its innovative prowess during 
his visit on Friday, March 5. 
   Peters and his advisors learned of the Seaholm 
Robotics team through local media coverage 
after the team’s participation in a recent robotics 

competition
    “I grew up in the area 
and was reading the 
Birmingham Eccentric one 
day, and I heard about the 
robotics program,” senior 
advisor Hy Safran said. 
“The awards the team had 
won impressed me. So 
I spoke to Mr. Piper and 
Mr. Simms and asked if 
Congressman Peters could 
stop by and see what a class 
like that is all about.” 
   A member of the House 
Subcommittee for Science 
and Technology, Peters was 
pleased with what he saw.
   “Part of my work is to 
promote spending on public 
schools and assure that there 
is stability in the budget of 
education,” Peters (D-Troy) 
said. “I saw a premier 
program today. It is top 
notch.”
   Voices grew quiet and 

nerves began to run high for the room of 
students as Peters strolled into the engineering 
shop. Senior captain Mike Sarzynski then 
showed Peters what his team has built.
   “I was glad I got show him what we do and 
how robotics works,” Sarzynski said. “To make 
sure it’s known as educational and can be used 
in the real world. It’s actually engineering, not 
shop. Everything went [according] to plan, 

other than the shake light not working.”
   After the tour of the workshop, Peters tried 
manning the controls of the “Maple Machine,” 
the team’s main robot, and cracked a smile as 
Robotics advisor Bernie Simms taught him 
how to use it.
   “I am very impressed,” Peters said. “The 
students seemed very aware of what they are 
doing and the program itself is impressive. The 
future in the fields is vital for the country.”
   In December of 2009, the robotics team got 
$8,000 of grants from Parametric Technology 
Corporations and AVL North American to 
participate in statewide competitions. With 
this money, they produced the robot that they 
presented to Peters.
   Guests such as Superintendent David Larson, 

Birmingham Public School officials, and 
members of the congressman’s staff were in 
attendance to further their knowledge of the 
program.
   “He is paying a visit to families and 
constituents.” Larson said. “It is important for 
him to see the public schools and where the 
funding is going towards.”
   The only person who spoke more to Peters 
than Sarzynski was Simms, who enjoyed the 
time spent with Peters.
   “We are more than just a shop class and 
program,” Simms said. “We design and 
fabricate, I am glad he could see how far the 
program has come and how it is important to 
the school.” 
   After receiving a hooded Seaholm Robotics 

sweatshirt, Peters and the 
rest of the guests moved 
into the alternative energy 
lab to continue their 
discussion of the program, 
after which Peters gave his 
final congratulations to the 
program and its students. 
   “I wanted to see a 
class where it would be 
useful to up-and-coming 
industries,” Peters said. 
“The students and the 
director really surprised 
me today.”
   The class then continued 
with a normal day of 
robotics after the visit, 
beginning to fix their 

Alec Larry
Staff Writer
Alarry@seaholmhighlander.com

robot.
   “I personally am very proud we are getting 
recognition,” senior Brian Paul said. “I’m glad 
that people … like Congressman Peters are 
coming to Seaholm. Quite frankly, it shows that 
robotics is a field of excellence.”
   The visit was the first of its kind for the team 
and, as expected, everyone left the lab happy.
   “Programs like robotics at Seaholm have truly 
set the standard,” Peters said. 

Emily Gordy
News Editor
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

Lanie Barron
Editor in Chief
Lbarron@seaholmhighlander.com

Robotics Captain Michael Sarzynski shows Peters a student-made 
robot. Peters visited the robotics lab 	March 5.	Photo	by	Alec	Larry.
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   When senior Ginny Melby got permission to take the second 
trimester off to spend time in Chile, the last thing she expected was 
one of the largest recorded earthquakes in history. 
   On Saturday, February 27, that’s exactly what happened.
   Melby was staying in Papudo, a small coastal town about two 
hours north of Santiago, when the earthquake struck at around 3:40 
in the morning.
    “I figured it was a tremor and should be over in a few seconds,” 
Melby said in an e-mail to the Highlander. “But when the ground 
and bed began shaking violently, I knew it wasn’t normal.”
   As the entire house began to shake, Melby and her family stood 
under doorways, waiting for the earthquake to pass.
    “The tremors sounded kind of like a big truck driving by outside, 
but in the big earthquake it was 10 times louder,” Melby said. “We 
could barely hear each other yelling…people were crying in the 
streets and running for the hills.”
   The earthquake itself lasted under four minutes, but it felt 
like an eternity to Melby.
    “It was a very scary, long three and a half minutes,” Melby 
said. 
 When it ended, Melby witnessed 
the post-quake chaos first-hand.
    “We stepped outside to hear alarms going off, lights 
flickering, dogs barking, and the pool was filled with 
waves,” Melby said. “We prayed together and all tried to 
go back to sleep.”
   According to Melby, there have been around 30 small 
tremors per day ever since the earthquake.
   After the earthquake, Melby sent out messages on 
Facebook to her family and friends to assure them that she 
was okay. Because Melby didn’t have a cell phone with 
her, Facebook was the quickest way to get in contact with 

people.
   For senior Lydia Matthes, the Facebook message came as a relief.
   “I was like freaking out, because I knew that Ginny was there,” 
Matthes said. “I had no idea where she had been at the time, and 
if she was safe, but then she actually sent a wall post to me on 
Facebook, so I got some reassurance out of that.”
   Diane Richards, a travel agent for Blue Chip Travel, agreed 
that utilizing Facebook is a good strategy when stuck in a foreign 
country. 
   “In this day and age, we’re connected worldwide from social 
networking,” Richards said. “I mean, I’d just get it out to anybody 
that I can where I am, if there [are] major cities where I am, and 
what would be the best way to contact me.”
   The 8.8-magnitude earthquake tied for the fifth largest earthquake 
in the world since 1900, according to the United States Geological 
Survey, and ranked about an 8.0 on the Richter scale where Melby 
was staying.
   Fortunately for Melby and her family, their hilltop apartment was 
relatively new and survived the earthquake with only a few large 
cracks on the walls.
   Melby had been living in Chile in order to experience the culture 
and do missionary work.
    “We came down here to learn Spanish, to help out missionary 
friends who have an outreach teaching women trade skills in poor 
communities,” Melby said. “And because my parents wanted 
my two youngest siblings and I to experience living in a foreign 
country for a month.”
   She was granted permission to graduate early, and instead of 
skipping the third trimester, she elected to miss the second trimester.

Rattled  

Chilean Quake 
Delays Senior Ginny 
Melby’s Return Home

Melby poses under picture frames shaken up by the earthquake. 

Damage from the quake forced travellers to wait for hours outside makeshift tents at the airport.	Photos	courtesy	of	Ginny	Melby

Adviser Bernie Simms presents  Rep. Gary Peters (D-Troy) with a 
Seaholm Robotics sweatshirt.  	 Photo	by	Alec	Larry

An alleged exposure incident reportedly 
occured at the Birmingham Bloomfield Art 
Center, Feb 24. Photo	by	Lindsay	Boeckl

Photo	courtesy	of	Ginny	Melby

Shawn Conway 
commits to the 
University of 
Michigan.
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Autistic program’s
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Leaders in the Making

Explore nearly 100 undergraduate, master’s,
and doctoral programs in Colleges of
Architecture and Design, Arts and Sciences,
Engineering, and Management.

Personally focused and private,
Lawrence Technological University offers a rigorous, high-quality education. You benefit
from individual attention, engaging classes in a high-tech learning environment, and 
faculty committed to your success. Hands-on experiences in projects, competitions,
internships, co-ops, applied research, and more provide you the skills needed to become
a critical thinker, lifelong learner, and leader in your field.

Lawrence Technological University   
Office of Admissions   
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058   
800.CALL.LTU • admissions@ltu.edu • ltu.edu

“It is important that we continually remind our students to 
be cautious around strangers and to always report any sus-
picious individuals,” BPS representative Marcia Wilkinson 
wrote in an email to BPS staff.
   Although the reported exposures have occurred in close 
proximity to Birmingham Schools, Wilkinson does not feel 
that they are in any way related to BPS.
   “Individuals interested in doing these types of things tend 
to gravitate towards parking lots,” Wilkinson said. “It just so 
happens that schools have a lot of parking lots. It’s a coinci-
dence.”
   Still, Wilkinson has received calls from concerned parents 
whose children live in the area behind the Midvale Center.
   “We’re making sure that our bus drivers are especially 
aware of any vehicles similar that match the suspect’s de-
scription and are aware of the surroundings before dropping 
off students after school,” said Wilkinson.
    Since BPD interviewed their suspect, there have been no 
further incidences of exposure. Wilkinson is confident that if 
BDP has in fact identified the right individual, there will be no 
more incidences in the Birmingham area.
   “From what I’ve heard, the suspect knows that he is being 
watched very closely,” Wilkinson said. “I think he knows that 
he can’t do that sort of thing is this area anymore.”
   In the meantime, both Halcrow and Wilkinson advise the 
public to be on the lookout for any similar suspicious behav-
ior.
   “It’s just a reminder of stranger danger and staying away 
from anyone we don’t know,” Halcrow said.
    Halcrow advises any community members who witness 
similar behavior to contact the police department immedi-
ately.
    “Too often, things like this happen and witnesses wait too 
long to report the behavior and by the time [BPD] gets there, 
the individual is gone,” Halcrow said.
    “The people in this community need to look out for one 
another and be especially aware of whats going on around 
them,” said Wilkinson.

  Upon graduating from the University of Michigan with a 
degree in Economics, Cindy Chu decided to revisit her child-
hood passion: acting.
  Chu began acting in her youth, and continued with school 
plays, musical, and show choir when she attended high 
school at Grosse Pointe South.  
  She first took the plunge in the film industry when she signed 
up to be an extra and a wardrobe intern for the movie Whip It.  
  “I ended up meeting a lot of people in the movie, and had a 
lot of fun doing it,” Chu said.  
  She then decided to pursue acting, production and wardrobe 
even further. 
  “After that was over, I auditioned for a play for the Ann Ar-
bor Civic Theater and was cast in it,” Chu said.  
  Chu was recently a best actress award nominee in the De-
troit Independent Film Festival for her film Qing Lou Nu, 
directed by Bryan D. Hopkins, which screened at the Burton 
Theater on March 6 at 7:30pm.  
  Chu said that the material of the film was more for adults, 
but said it is based on Edgar Allan Poe’s, A Telltale Heart.  
  The short film runs 25 minutes long, and Chu said it was 
shot mostly in Troy, and on set in the Motion Pictures Insti-

tute.  
  “It’s pretty dark,” Chu said.  “It’s very artistic, it was very fun 
to shoot, and to play a character that’s totally not me at all.”
  Even though Chu did not win the best actress award at the 

festival, Chu won best actress at a local festival, the Mitten 
Movie Project, last October.
  Chu is thrilled to have even more opportunity to promote 
her film.
  “I’m really excited to be nominated for this film festival be-
cause I think it’s really good publicity for me and for every-
body that worked on all of the films that are being screened at 
the festival,” Chu said.
  Chu also had the chance to be a part of yet another Detroit 
movie project.
  “I actually had the opportunity to audition for [Red Dawn],” 
Chu said.  “And then at the very end of the shooting, the cast-
ing company called me and they wanted to know if I wanted 

to go in as a featured extra with the potential of being up-
graded.”
  Chu jumped at the opportunity.
  “I was like, absolutely, I’ll do it,” Chu said.  “And I went in, 
and I did get upgraded to a supporting role, so I ended up get-
ting SAG eligibility that way, which will help a lot.”
  Chu marked this as a turning point in her acting career, and 
encouraged her to work in the industry in the future.
  “I definitely want to continue with acting, and just try to 
make it my full time,” Chu said.  “Either that, or a produc-
tion job.
  While there is the possibility of moving to New York or Cal-
ifornia to pursue acting further, Chu is content with remaining 
in Michigan for the time being.
  “Right now I can be a bigger fish in a small pond, be near 
most of my family,” Chu said.  ”Maybe after I’ve gotten 
more experience or maybe some bigger roles, I can put to-
gether a good reel and then move to L.A. or New York, and 
test out the waters there.”
  Chu advised any high school students who are interested 
in the film industry to get involved and get a job on a profes-
sional set through different casting companies to get a feel for 
it and see if it’s where they want to be.
  “Then, if you’ve got some experience, if they’ve got head-
shots, they can submit to talent agencies and see if they can 
sign a talent agent,” Chu said.

Exposure/Pg 1.

Incidences of indecent exposure occured in close 
proximity to Seaholm       Photo by: Lindsay Boeckl

BPD urges community 
to be on the look out 
for suspicous activity

Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com
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www.brooklynpizzaonline.com

LUNCH SPECIAL
Monday thru Friday 

10:15am till 12:30pm,
Any two slices+Meduim 

drink-- only $5.00

111 Henrietta St in Birmingham, MI
248.258.6690

COUPON EXPIRES ON 04/02/10
BRING IN TO REDEEM

DRINK and DESSERT
FREE Medium drink 
and a FREE  small 

ice cream with the any 
purchase at a regular 

menu price!!

Want Your 
graduation party 

at Brooklyn?

catering also available!
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   Walk downstairs into the special 
education wing on any given day dur-
ing second hour, and chances are you 
will find 17 kids hard at work, stringing 
beads together to make jewlery, cut-
ting and gluing cards together, or shap-
ing sticky dough into the form of a dog 
biscuit.
   These are snapshots of the many things 
that keep Seaholm’s autistic program 
hard at work on a daily basis, creating 
tokens to signify their accomplishments 
as well as things to sell around the com-
munity.
   “The Christmas cards are the main 
focus of September and they go until 
mid-November. We sell them to par-
ents, teachers within Birmingham and 
we also go to craft shows,” said spe-
cial education teacher Kristen Ziebell. 
“Our main focus right now is Christmas 
cards; we’re expanding soon and doing 
birthday cards and hopefully thank you 
cards.”
   The sales happen all over Birmingham, 
helping the kids see the progression of 
their work.
   “We have [sold at] the Bingham Farms 
School craft fair which is in the fall. I 
have spent many Saturdays selling these 
at conferences,” said special education 
teacher Debra Lloyd. “Hopefully we’ll 
be able to go to the farmer’s market for 
a couple of Sundays and have a table set 
up there. I’ll take some of the boys to 
help me sell.”
   The selling of the dog biscuits uses a 
different approach.
    “The dog biscuits sales are online,” 

said Ziebell.
   “We sell them to staff here,” said spe-
cial education teacher Karen Mellott.
    “We put flyers in their mailbox occa-
sionally.”
   The program allows for every child to 
participate, regardless of their level of 
autism.
   “There are 17 kids in the program, and 
all of them participate,” said Ziebell. 
“Each classroom has three different 
businesses.”
   With the three different businesses, 
there is something for every kid to help 
them feel like they accomplished some-
thing.
   “The dog biscuits we make are for 
the lower functioning kids,” said Zie-
bell. “Then we do beading.  We do key 
chains which have either bigger beads or 
smaller beads for each level. And then 
we have the cards, and both the lower 
functioning kids and higher functioning 
kids can participate because there’s glu-
ing, there’s stamping, there’s punching, 
there’s cutting, so it just depends on their 
level of what they can do. They each 
participate in something for each busi-
ness.”
   Every child in the program is given the 
opportunity to work to their potential, 
as well as move forward with their work 
when they’ve improved.
   “Half of our kids can do the beading 
well,” said Lloyd. “We try and get the 
other half to start with the bigger beads 
that we may not necessarily sell, but just 
to get them into the fact that they have to 
follow a pattern. Hopefully, we will get 
more ‘beaders’ as time goes on.”
   The way the business is set up gives 
the kids involved a chance to see the 
process from start to finish, and enjoy 
every part of it.

   “The kids love it. It’s something differ-
ent,” said Ziebell. “They actually get to 
see the finished product. They go to craft 
shows and they go to conferences and 
sell and they actually see it unfold.”
   “I’ve taken a couple of the kids on 
Saturdays and they help me sell,” said 
Lloyd. “They can see that we make it not 
just to make it, but for a purpose.”
   The money they make from the busi-
ness reimburses them for the supplies 
used, but also helps them to purchase 
some things for the program and also 
have a few special treats.
   “Most of the money we put into buy-
ing more things, but if we have extra 
money we buy some things for the 
classrooms,” said Lloyd. “In years past, 
we’ve taken our peer mentors out with 
us for a day off of school to a movie and 
out to lunch. So it’s kind of one for all 
and all for one, and everybody has fun.”
   The reaction the instructors get from 
their students makes the whole process 
worthwhile, and the kids feel important 
for their accomplishments.
   “They’re very proud. They’ve actually 
been interviewed by the news several 
times and they’ve been on TV,” said Zie-
bell. “When we play it back for the kids 
they have huge smiles on their faces.”
   The ultimate goal of the project is to 
prepare the students for their lives after 
high school, and to encourage them that 
they can do anything they set their minds 
too.
   “We were trying to find something for 
them because after high school our kids 
go to a secondary program and we’re 
trying to help prepare them for a real life 
situation,” Ziebell said.       “They get 
jobs after high school, so we thought we 
would start in the classroom and build it 
to a real life situation.”

Haley Landgraff
Staff Writer
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

Building a future
Autistic program projects prepare students for the real world

   While most of Seaholm 
teachers will essentially have 
the same lesson plan for the 
next school year, one teacher is 
coming back with the experi-
ence of an Ivy League school.
   Robin Moten, a member of 
Seaholm’s Flex team, took 
the 2009-10 school year off to 
attend Harvard University in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. 
   Before deciding on Har-
vard, Moten did consider other 
schools, including local univer-
sities.
    “I did look into local schools 
and I really liked Eastern 
[Michigan’s] educational psy-
chology program,” Moten said. 
“So in the end it boiled down 
to Eastern, the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Harvard.”
   With her top three schools in 
mind, there was one thing in 
particular that finalized Moten’s 
decision.

   “Only Harvard offered the 
chance to catch a Red Sox 
game at Fenway,” Moten said. 
“So my decision became much 
easier.”
   Moten will be obtaining an 
Ed.M from Harvard in May.
   “My specific program is 
Human Development and 
Psychology,” Moten said. “My 
emphasis has been adolescent 
development.”
   With a higher level of edu-
cation, Moten plans use what 
she’s learned in her classes next 
year.
   “In Leadership Seminar I'll be 
using a case study approach for 
a part of a unit,” Moten said. “If 
I teach Non-fiction American 
Literature again I'll take a look 
at using memoirs a little more.”
   Along with new teaching 
methods, Moten says that Har-
vard gave her insight that she 
feels will help with the better-
ment of her students.
   “I'm even more committed 
to the idea of social justice and 
youth organizing, and for that 
I'm grateful for my experiences 

at Harvard,” Moten said. 
   Equally inspiring, Moten 
said, are her students.
   “I'm even more grateful to 
Jake Drutchas, Josh Schaefer, 
Eric Deacon and the other cur-
rent seniors I got a chance to 
collaborate with last year for 
teaching me the really amazing 
things students can accomplish 
when they are inspired,” Moten 
said.
   In the past, Moten taught film 
theory, non-fiction American 
literature, and Seaholm’s Flex 
program. 
   Though tentative schedules 
for teaching next year won’t be 
released until late March, Mo-
ten is excited about continuing 
with the Leadership seminar.
   “This will be year four for the 
class and I’m excited about the 
new things we’ll be doing next 
year,” Moten said. “First we 
will be partnering with Arise! 
Detroit and the Marcus Gavey 
Academy on creating a sustain-
able [vegetable garden] with 
the 4th graders at that Detroit 
Public School.” 

Erin Houghton
Staff Writer
Ehoughton@seaholmhighlander.com

Moten flourishes at Harvard
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Headline for tanning story goes here

   Just before junior Suzy Smith* hits the ‘on’ button as she 
lies down in the tanning bed, she realizes the risk associated 
with her actions. But for her, the bed’s bronzing benefits are 
worth it. 
   “I know of the danger of tanning beds completely and I 
know some people that have gotten skin cancer from it, but I 
don’t go as much as they do,” Smith said. “It doesn’t change 
my decision to go tanning, because I try to be as safe as 
possible whenever I go and I like the outcome far too much 
to quit.” 

   Smith is not alone. 
   According to a recent Highlander survey, 3 in 15 Seaholm 
students use a tanning bed to get their tans.
   Despite the risks, during the winter months the use of 
indoor tanning beds spikes among Seaholm students.  
   “It’s a great way to get a base tan before going somewhere 
warm for break or before a dance,” said junior Taylor Van 
Dyke.  
   Others, however, look at it differently. 
   “I would never go tanning,” junior Emily Parks said. “It’s 
horrible for your skin.”  
   Parks has a point. According to a 2008 Skin Cancer Foun-
dation (SCF) study, the risk of getting skin cancer increases 
by 75% the first time a person uses a tanning bed.  
   Melanoma is the most deadly form of skin cancer in the 
world, according to the SCF. It causes over 8,000 deaths 

annually in the United States alone. The percentage of 
melanoma cases that come from using tanning beds is about 
65%.
   People tan in the winter for several reasons. Some people 
believe that it helps cure winter depression. Some want to 
build a base tan before traveling someplace warm. Others 
simply want to look tan all year long. 
   In a Jan 27, 2010 American Academy of Dermatology 
press release, the Academy supported a consent order by the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) that banned the Indoor 
Tanning Association (ITA) from making untrue claims 
about indoor tanning concerning health and safety. 
   “Many individuals may be using indoor tanning facilities 
during the winter months under the false impression that this 
is a safe way to generate their bodies’ production of vitamin 
D as has been claimed by the industry in its advertising,” 
said dermatologist David M. Pariser in the release. “The 
Academy hopes that this action will persuade individuals to 
rethink this choice and stop using or avoid indoor tanning 
altogether.”
   On the other hand, tanning is said to have a number of pos-
itive side effects. It prevents Osteoporosis, provides bodies 
with Vitamin D, can cure Seasonal Affective Disorder, and 
is also known to prevent jet lag according to Tan Tropics. 
   “I started tanning to build up a tan before summer,” Smith 
said. “It works a lot faster than sitting out in the sun for hours 
and it gives you a lot more time to do other things. I’ve been 
tanning for about four years and I mostly go to the tanning 
booth in the months before summer.”
   Depending on both their skin tone and the level of bed 
they use, the length of time in which a person remains in a 
tanning bed varies. 
   Low-pressure tanning beds are the most popular beds. Us-
ing these beds is the closest one can get to tanning in natural 
sunlight, a fact that some believe makes low-pressure tan-
ning beds safer.
   High-pressure tanning beds are designed to give-off a 
higher percentage of UVA rays and less UVB rays. UBA 
rays are the ultraviolet radiation that reaches the earth. UVB, 
also called tanning rays, are the rays that tanning beds give 
off. Tanning in these beds is six to eight times faster than 
tanning outdoors. It will also prevent the user from getting 
sunburned. 
   “I use one of the higher quality beds that are more expen-
sive but they are worth the money,” Smith said. “This way, it 
reduces the risk of burns and it’s safer for your skin. I tan for 
8-12 minutes, but I never want to go above 12.”
   Other dangers of using tanning beds include sun burns, 
the suppression of the immune system, and damage to the 

cornea.
   According to Sarah Cormier of the Birmingham Tan Club 
(BTC), the BTC promotes a no-burning policy and encour-
ages all of its customers to wear sunscreen. 
   “Getting sunburned here is a no-no,” Cormier said. 
   An option other than using tanning beds is Mystic Tan. 
Mystic Tan is a UV-free spray-on tan. It is offered at The 
BTC for those customers who are not comfortable with the 
risks of using tanning beds. 
    Some students however, are happy with their natural skin 
tone. 
   “Tanning is not my thing,” said junior Rachel Redmond. “I 
used to hate being pale. Now I am in love with my skin and 
see it as one of my strongest assets and a desirable commod-
ity.  I will do everything that I can to protect it.” 

Madison Weinert
Staff Writer
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

*Editor’s Note: Name changed to protect the identity of the student

     Despite being almost 600 days away from 
her first day at college, junior Zoe Gaber has 
already began her application preparation.
     Gaber started looking for potential essay 
questions on college websites in February. 
     “[Most colleges] don’t have this upcoming 
year’s essays posted yet,” Gaber said. “But I 
went to the common app’s site, and I look up 
some of the essays from last year. I also went 
to the U of M’s site, and I looked up some of 
their essays.”
   Gaber isn’t the only one planning ahead for 
next year.
   “In English we had to write a couple of prac-
tice college app essays,” said junior Kathleen 
Schaaf.
   According to some application experts, 
juniors should start working on their college 
applications before school lets out for summer.
   “[Juniors] should take their standardized tests, 
make out a profile sheet, and get their teacher 
recommendations done by the June of their 
junior year,” said educational consultant Lynn 
Luckenbach.
   Luckenbach also stresses that students should 
begin brainstorming ideas for the essay around 
March or April in order for it to be a true repre-
sentation of themselves.
   “The major essay is the key piece of informa-
tion in the application process,” Luckenbach 
said. “There’s no other piece that is personal. I 
believe that it’s good for a lot of thought to be 
given to the essay before one even starts writ-
ing it. I always say to students, ‘Keep a pad of 

paper at bedside, and write down thoughts that 
you have before you go to bed.’ Often times 
we are more relaxed at that time. But don’t take 
pen to paper until maybe June.”
   Seaholm counselor Rebecca Rossen echoes 
that there may be some advantages in starting 
early.
   “It would depend, for different students, on 
their schedule,” Rossen said. “If you have 
crazy summer plans, you don’t have time over 
the summer, then you don’t want to be rushing 
right when you come back to school senior 

year.”
   All admissions experts agree that students 
should be visiting colleges their junior year.
   “[Western Washington] recommends that 
during spring of junior year of high school 
students begin visiting colleges,” said Student 
Admissions Representative at Western Wash-
ington University Julie Anne Behar.
   Luckenbach advocates leaving significant 
time for visits.
   “After exams their junior year is a good time 
to start their college search.” Luckenbach said. 
“It gives them plenty of time to research their 
choices, their list of school that they want to 
look into, and it also leaves lots of time for 

visits. On the internet, pretty much a lot of 
schools look the same, but when you go to visit 
a campus, you see the kids who are there, the 
atmosphere, and it really tells you a lot.”
   Juniors should also begin narrowing down 
their options.
    “Students [should] start forming lists of 
schools they’re interested in based on many 
factors,” said Admission Counselor at Miami 
of Ohio University Mitch Arnett. “Such as 
location, majors offered, social scene, residence 
life, cost, sports, etc.”
   Juniors should also make sure they have a 
wide range of selections.
    “When a student is looking for schools,” 
Luckenbach said, “They should have some 
reach schools, some middle of the road 
schools, and some safety schools.”
   Rossen suggests that now is a good time for 
juniors to ask for recommendation letters.
   “What you could start doing is talking to 
some teachers and asking them about letters of 
recommendation,” Rossen said. “They may 
or may not do them this early- some won’t do 
them until the fall- but it’s good to start thinking 
ahead and planning.”
   Senior Kathryn Watts requested her recom-
mendation letters early last year, ensuring that 
she received them before the last minute rush.
   “I asked for my recommendation letters in 
March of my junior year,” senior Kathryn 
Watts said. “And I got them by May.”
   For the essays, Gaber advises that practice 
makes perfect.
   “I’ve been practicing,” Gaber said. “With last 
year’s prompt, I did one practice [essay], but it 
didn’t turn out so great, so I did it again. It gets 
better every time you do it.”

“When a student is looking for 
schools, they should have some reach 
schools, some middle of the road 
schools, and some safety schools.”  

- Lynn Luckenbach
Educational Consultant

Juniors start to shoulder college stress
Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

How to:

prepare for college

graphic by: amanda smith

Compose a list of key things you will want to include in 
your apps.  Include extra-curriculars, community service, 
leadership positions, and any extra things a college might 
find important.

Start narrowing down college choices, plan, and go on 
visits to tour each campus

Research potential college options by checking out 
school’s websites

Ask teachers from your upper level classes for recom-
mendation letters, and set an agreed-upon date when 
you can expect the letter to be ready.

Continue to develop your 
essay-writing skills in prepara-
tion for the real deal

Sign up for the required stan-
dardized tests, and study in 
order to achieve your best pos-
sible score

For:

Juniors

A open tanning bed awaits any Seaholm student looking to glow Bottled tans are yet another means of acquir-
ing a bronzed look.
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Celebration
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Blood Bank
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Trololo
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Lupe Fiasco - Mari Manoogian (Opinion Editor)
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Highlander Editorial

Which final do you think will be most difficult?

“Physics, because it’s 
hard.”
- Junior Kyle Friedman

ERNEST W. SEAHOLM HIGHLANDER

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While school-
sponsored, content and production is student directed 
and not subject to prior review. Our aim is to provide 
an accurate report and a free exchange of viewpoints 
in relation to interests and concerns that affect the 
Seaholm High School community.
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Opinion: The Highlander will publish an editorial, 
which will not be bylined and will represent the 
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Letters to the Editor: The Highlander welcomes all 
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the Seaholm community. 
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seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in person to room 
G107 or mailed to the following address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

Letters must not exceed 500 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all letters for 
the sake of brevity. All letters must be attributed by 
name to be considered for publication. The final 
decision of whether the material is to be published 
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accept any ads except those for products or services 
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from all sides.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and the 
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FACT or FICTION?
Will the school 
day start later 

next year?

“A big fat maybe. We’re 
working to reconfigure 
the starting times and 

endings times for possibly 
all three levels (elemen-
tary, middle and high 

school).”
-Terry Piper

Should juniors 
get in their 

recommendation 
letters this year, 

instead of 
waiting until 
senior year?

"You could start 
talking to some 

teachers and asking 
them about letters of 
recommendation. They 

may or may not do 
them this early, some 

won’t do them until the 
fall, but it’s good to 
start thinking ahead 

and planning."
-Rebecca Rossen

Will lying about 
your ethnicity 
increase your 

chances at 
getting into 

college?

“Honesty is the best 
way. Students have 
been charged with 
fraud for lying.”

-Brian Flatter

Does the MME
 test still count 

towards 
scholarships?

“That’s also a big fat 
questions mark. The 
budgets aren’t final-
ized yet, so we don’t 
know for sure, but for 
right now the money 
has been taken out. “

-Terry Piper

MAYBE...

FICTION!

 FACT!

MAYBE...
“Math, because I’m not good 
at it.” 
- Senior Brian Paul

“Math because I already have 
a bad grade in the class and 
the final isn’t going to help”

- Junior Maddie Nichols

Make sure 
your voice is heard.  

Write a letter 
to the editor.

letters@seaholmhighlander.com

A Magical  Performance
Sarah Belton
Staff Writer
Sbelton@seaholmhighlander.com
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fairy Godmother played by senior Emily Davis, Cinderella played senior Shea Renne and 
footman played by sophomore Clay Petry head off to the ball.

Step sisters Joy and Grace, 
played by junior Sam Arnold 
and senior Gia Scheidt stand 
nose-to-nose.

Prince Christopher, 
played by senior Josh 
Bering,  searches for 
the mystery girl from 
the ball.

Does the MME Testing Count?
With the eliminiation of the Michigan Promise Scholar-
ship, we are left wondering if this week’s testing really 
means anything for juniors.

Design by Mari Manoogian

Content by: Marie Beshouri
Designed by: Mari Manoogian

Graphics from the State of Michigan Student Aid Website

According to the State of Michigan’s Website for Student 
Aid, the Michigan Promise Scholarship is no longer 
redeemable.



ation, providing supplies to those in need.
    “We [helped] the people around us by giving our clothes 
and supplies to the poorest people who can’t afford any,” 
Melby said.
   Their assistance was vital, according to Melby, who 
stressed that the Chilean people needed all the help they 
could get. 
    “Right now everyone is in survival mode, running to get 
enough food and water and gas because the shelves of stores 
are emptying very quickly, and no one knows when there 
will be more supplies. There’s supposed to be a shortage of 
everything very soon because the two major port stations 
were destroyed.”
   In addition to a lack of supplies, Melby said that crime has 
increased significantly.
    “There has been a ton of looting because of power out-
ages,” Melby said. “One of the first stories I heard was of a 
prison that was destroyed in the quake and 60 inmates got a 
lucky escape.”
   For Melby, the most striking images were those of the 
impacted Chileans.
    “I saw people whose faces were worn out with grief and 
fear of losing their homes and possessions,” Melby said. 
“For most of the people, when they lost their homes and 
family, it meant that they lost everything that they’ve ever 
known.”  
   She added that the experience has allowed her to identify 
with those affected by disaster.
    “I can now relate to victims of natural disaster,” Melby 
said. “When you see those crazy images on TV it seems 
so far away and unlikely to happen, but it’s so real and 
devastating.”
   While the earthquake turned Melby’s experience in Chile 
upside down, Melby insists that she is stronger because of it.
    “I’m so glad to put my hope in God and [did] not lose 
peace when the world started falling apart,” Melby said. 
“Because I know that possessions aren’t going to last.”

NewsFRIDAY, March 12, 2010 
the highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.com 7

Hot Trends
Hot Prices

Hot Accessories

G
R
A
N
D

O
P
E
N
I
N
G

G
R
A
N
D

O
P
E
N
I
N
G

   Melby expected to return to Michigan on February 28, but 
extreme damage to the roads and the airport prevented her 
from leaving until March 4. 
   When Melby and her fam-
ily were able to find a flight 
home, they left Papudo with 
time to spare, anticipating 
long delays.
    “We went to the airport, 
which was being drilled and 
worked on while we were 
there, and waited for 10 hours 
outside,” Melby said. “All of 
the lines and check-in were 
outside under tents because 
of the damaged airport and 
computer systems.”
   After waiting for nearly half a day, she and her family 
boarded the plane and began the nine-hour journey to 
Atlanta. There they connected on a flight to Detroit, arriving 
home after five weeks in Chile. 
   Complications are to be expected in a situation like 
Melby’s, says Richards.
   “In any kind of a natural disaster, it could be extremely dif-

ficult to get home,” Richards said. “I would say definitely be 
patient. You are always your own best advocate when you’re 
in a situation like that.”
   Melby’s family did not register with the U.S. Department 

of State, something she says they plan 
on doing in the future.
   “It's a good idea because the U.S. 
will offer assistance getting out of 
the country when you're in danger,” 
Melby said. 
   Now that she’s home, Melby says 
that it’s difficult 
to explain all 
that she’s been 
through. 
    “It’s hard 
because nobody 
can really relate 

to what I’ve just been through,” Melby 
said. “It’s not that people don’t care, but 
they have no context to put it in when 
I tell them the crazy stories … it’s a 
luxury to be safely back in the States, 
but I miss Chile already.” 
   While stuck in Chile, Melby and her 
family took full advantage of their situ-

“I saw people whose faces were 
worn out with grief and fear of 
losing their homes and posses-

sions. For most of the people, when 
they lost their homes and family, it 
meant that they lost everything that 

they’ve ever known.”
Ginny Melby

Earthquake/Pg 1.

SHS Student Lives Through a Natural Disaster

Melby witnesses a family piles their possession in a truck after losing their home in earthquake.   
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Photo	Courtesy:	Ginny	Melby

Papudo, the town Melby was living in. Photo	Courtesy	of	Ginny	Melby

What to do if you’re

in a foreign country:
Stuck

• If you have access to a computer or 
internet-capable phone, go to websites 
like the U.S. Department of State
 (usembassy.gov) and the Bureau of 
Consular Affairs (disasterassistance.gov) 
for the latest information.

• To stay in contact with the U.S. Em-
bassy and get updates, register online 
(disasterassistance.gov), by phone/fax, 
or in person. 

• Have questions? Call the Overseas 
Citizens Services (202-501-4444) for 
help.

• Fill in the emergency information page 
in your passport.

• If you lose your passport overseas, 
contact the U.S. Embassy, and a consul 
will issue a replacement as soon as pos-
sible.

• If money is an issue for you, the U.S. 
Embassy is able to fund you with money 
in order to get back to the States. 

• To find out more about the country 
you’re stuck in go to the U.S. Depart-
ment of State Country Specific Informa-
tion website.  (travel.state.gov/travel/)

• To avoid being targeted by criminals, 
don’t wear flashy clothing/jewelry or 
carry large amounts of money.

• If you are the victim of crime, go to 
www.nacvcb.org  to apply for compen-
sation.

  By Meghan Dooley and Emily Gordy
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