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Seaholm among
state’s best schools
Recently released MDE data ranks 
Seaholm third in college readiness

Emily Gordy
Editor in Chief
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

     According to the Michigan Department 
of Education, only two schools in the state 
prepare their students for college better than 
Seaholm.
   The MDE released data on February 22 
ranking every school in the state by col-
lege readiness standards, based on students’ 
ACT scores. Only Ann Arbor Community 
and Bloomfield Hills International Acad-
emy ranked higher than Seaholm. 
   In order to attend Community and In-
ternational, both magnet schools, students 
must apply. Seaholm, a public school, is the 
only school in the top three that does not 
select its students. 

   In order to be deemed “college ready,” a 
student must score proficiently in all four 
areas of ACT testing, scoring at least an 18 
in English, 22 in math, 21 in reading, and 
24 in science. 
   48.8 percent of the Seaholm graduating 
class of 2011 hit that mark, placing Seaholm 
well above the state average of 10 percent.
    “This is a very highly successful academic 
high school,” Prinicpal Terry Piper said. 
“Whatever rankings you use, we’re going to 
be up near the top, and the credit goes to the 
great students we have and the outstanding 
faculty.”
    The ranking doesn’t come as a surprise to 

junior Harry Booth, who praised both the 
staff and students. 
   “Seaholm’s got some of the best teachers 
here,” Booth said. “It feels pretty good to go 
to a school where you know most of the kids 
around you are going to be going to college 
and it makes you want to be a part of that 
percentage.”
   Assistant Prinicpal Deb Boyer said that the 
honor has its pros and cons. 
    “It really gives you two feelings,” Boyer 
said. “You are happy that it occurs. It vali-
dates that you are helping your students get 
to where they want to be. But it also is a 
danger in that you don’t want to ever rest on 
your laurels.”
     Boyer stressed that constant improve-
ment is what Seaholm needs to strive for.

     “Educational research and best practices 
continue to change,” Boyer said. “Curricu-
lum that you need to know continues to 
change. The student that you have in front 
of you continues to evolve and change as 
well.    So you have to continue in education 
to make changes and improvements all the 
time. You never want to say     ‘Now all we 
have to do is keep doing this.’ Because all 
those other factors are continuing to evolve, 
so we have to evolve with them.”
   Still, the fact that less than half of the stu-
dents are considered prepared is concerning, 
Birmingham Public Schools Board of Edu-
cation Vice President Susan Hill said. 
   “It’s nice to rank highly, but to say that 
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New principal Deanna Lancaster will replace Terry Piper next year. Photo by Annie Sten-

Annie Stenback
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Astenback@seaholmhighlander.com
   An Ohioan will be taking over the top spot 
at one of Michigan’s best high schools.  
   Miami University grad and Talawanda 
Middle School principal Deanna Lancaster 
will be joining the Seaholm community 
next year as the principal.
   Lancaster grew up in northwest Ohio in 
a little tiny farm town called Leipsic, where 
her mother is the superintendent. She went 
on to go to school at Miami University, and 
never left the area.
   “I’ve been in Oxford, where I’m coming 
from, since I graduated from Miami,” Lan-
caster said. 
   Lancaster did both her undergraduate and 
graduate work there. She received her prin-
cipal’s license and leadership masters degree 
from Miami as well. 
   Though Lancaster is filling big shoes replac-
ing Terry Piper, who has been at Seaholm 
for 13 years, she brings to Seaholm. 

   She began as a high school English teach-
er. After five years, she became the assistant 
principal at the Talawanda High School.
   After her three years as assistant principal 
in the high school, she was the elementary 
principal for four years at a newly built Tala-
wanda elementary school. 
   She has spent the last two years as the prin-
cipal at Talawanda Middle School.
   She applied for the job at Seaholm once 

her husband, originally from Bloomfield 
Hills, took a job in Detroit. She was aim-
ing to work in Oakland County and hoped 
Birmingham would be a good fit. 
   “We knew that if we could get into Bir-
mingham, that would be great, especially for 
our kids,” Lancaster said. 
   Lancaster is excited about the challenge of 

District says new 
administrator
“dynamic”

Natalie Wright
News Editor
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

   Birmingham Public Schools has found 
Terry Piper’s successor. 
   Deanna Lancaster, the current principal 
of Talawanda Middle School in Ohio, will 
take over as Seaholm principal July 1. 
   Lancaster’s hiring was made official at a 
school board meeting March 1. 
   “Mrs. Lancaster is a dynamic, creative per-
son who met the criteria established in the 
job posting,” BPS Director of Community 
Relations Marcia Wilkinson said. 
   Lancaster, 36, was born, raised, and 
worked in Ohio for her entire life. 
   “I’ve been at Talawanda, I taught at Ta-
lawanda, I student taught there,” Lancaster 
said. “So all my teaching and administrative 
experience has been at Talawanda.”

State to 
raise MME, 
MEAP 
standards
Emily Gordy
Editor in Chief
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

   Tuesday, February 8, the Michigan State 
Board of Education approved a plan to raise 
standards for the Michigan Merit Exam 
(MME) and the Michigan Educational As-
sessment Program (MEAP) to make the ex-
ams more rigorous. 
   The new standards will make cut scores 
based on college readiness, something that 
Michigan Office of Educational Assessment 
& Accountability Director Joseph Martin-
eau says is extremely important. 
   “It really is about making sure that stu-
dents are college-ready by the time they 
leave high school in Michigan,” Martineau 
told the Highlander. 
   The MME, which consists of an ACT 
exam and two skills assessment tests, was 
implemented five years ago. At the time, 
the State Board of Education decided to 
keep the cut scores used on the MEAP high 
school test. 
   Now, with the first class required to take 
the full MME exam graduating, Martineau 
said the Board decided to revisit the exam. 
   “This year the seniors are the first group 
of students or the first class of students that 
have been required to complete the full 
Michigan Merit Curriculum,” Martineau 
said. “They took the MME last year, so 
the State Board felt like it was now time to 
increase the cut scores to be more rigorous 
because we’ve had time for the Michigan 
Merit Curriculum to actually go into place.”
  The increased standards, which will be 
implemented before the 2011-2012 school 
year, will likely cause a drop in test scores, 
though Martineau says the decline won’t be 
permanent. 
   “We have seen in the past when we raised 
cut scores there was that dip there in the 
beginning, and then schools over time have 
raised [their scores].” Martineau said. “It’s 
kind of a long-term process. We’re asking 
for actually a quite significant change in 
what people are looking at as adequate in 
high school and in elementary and middle 
schools, so that change sometimes takes a 
while to really filter through the entire sys-
tem.”
   Even if the district’s test scores drop, BPS 
Board of Education President Lori Soifer 
believes BPS students’ scores will still be 
high compared to the rest of the state.
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Teachers, 
district reach 
contract 
agreement
Sam Anderson
Staff Writer
Sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

   After more than 30 meetings and a year of 
bargaining, the Birmingham Education As-
sociation and Birmingham Public Schools 
settled on a contract that ends June 30, 
2011.
   The Birmingham Board of Education ap-
proved the teachers’ new contract March 1, 
for the remainder of the 2010-2011 school 
year. The district and BEA had been operat-
ing on an expired contract since July 2010.
   Negotiations for this contract took longer 
than previous contracts. 
   “One of the things that had to happen 
for this contract to get settled was that or-
dinary teachers -- ordinary members of the 
union -- had to get involved,” BEA Execu-
tive Board Member Scott Craig said. 
   BPS teachers wore black on Fridays and 
wore fluorescent green buttons to bring the 
lack of a contract to light.
   Teachers not directly involved in the con-
tract negotiations, who usually do not take 
part in the process, had a much bigger role. 
They did everything from attending meet-
ings to carolling during Christmas time to 
get involved.
   The new contract “includes no permanent 
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Seniors focus on scholarships 
as application proccess ends

Interact Club holds first prom 
dress drive through Hope Closet 
Alissa Henry
Staff Writer
Ahenry@seaholmhighlander.com

Taylor Wyllie 
Staff Writer
TWyllie@seaholmhighlander.com
   Senior Katherine Nagley knows college isn’t 
cheap. 
   The University of Michigan, the school she 
plans to attend, costs $11,832 for in-state stu-
dents per year. This does not include room 
and board, books, supplies and other miscella-
neous items. But thanks to the Evans Scholar-
ship, a scholarship for deserving golf caddies, 
Nagley won’t have to pay a cent of her tuition 
or extra fees. The scholarship covers all Nage-
ly’s college of choice expenses.
   “Without receiving the Evans Scholarship 
I would still plan to attend the University of 
Michigan,” Nagley said.“But I would have a 
huge financial burden.”
   Nagley isn’t the only one. With college tu-
ition increasing around five percent every year, 
according to salary.com, more and more stu-
dents are forced to apply for scholarships.
   “There’s been a nice steady traffic [of stu-
dents coming to my office] since the holiday 
break,” college and career center administrator 
Judi Stahl said.
   While filling out essays and getting vari-
ous teachers to write recommendations may 
seem like the hard part, finding scholarships 
that work for particular skills can be more dif-
ficult. With so many scholarships out there, 
many based solely on GPA, just looking can 
be a daunting task. Especially if students don’t 
know what resources are available to them.
   “When I get a scholarship across my desk, I 
send out e-mails to everybody and post it on 
my website,” Stahl said. “[Students] need to 
go there.”
   Stahl’s website can be found on the Seaholm 
webpage under the college and career section.
   Senior Elizabeth Harris was awarded with 
the Comcast Scholarship for excellent involve-
ment in the community and school. Harris 
knows how difficult the scholarship process 
can be.
   “I would just say to invest time in research-
ing all the different scholarships available,” 
Harris said. “Every little bit helps.”
   While Harris is still unsure what college she 
will attend next fall, she is glad that she won’t 
have to worry much about its cost. 

   The internet is the most popular place 
where students go to find scholarship op-
portunities. College.gov lists scholarships as 
well as advice for those looking. 
   “Preparing to go to college can seem com-
plicated,” college.gov says on its website, 
“But if you break it down it’s easier to un-
derstand.”
    Collegescholarships.org and fastweb.com 
are two other websites that outline scholar-
ships for students and list a wide range of 
scholarships that can meet any student’s 
qualifications. 
   “[Fastweb.com] is a good to just Google 
and search on your own,” Stahl said. 
   Some Seaholm students have already 
turned to these websites for help and more 
scholarship ideas.  
   “I already started looking online,” sopho-
more Kim Lakocy said. “It takes a long time 
to find the right [scholarship], so fastweb.
com is really helpful.”
   While Stahl knows how important the in-
ternet can be in the scholarship process, she 
cautions students who regularly use it.
   “If you apply for a scholarship and it 
requires money to be spent by you, it’s a 
scam,” Stahl said. “You shouldn’t have to 
spend money to get money.”
   Seaholm counselors and other staff mem-
bers can be useful resources as well. They 
know what scholarships are out there to be 
discovered and how best to research them.
   “[Teachers] are great resources,” Stahl said. 
“You’ve got to ask everyone.”
   The work place can also be helpful in find-
ing scholarships. Students should ask their 
mangers if they know of any scholarships 
available in their corporate offices.
   “I found out about the Evans Scholarship 
through Oakland Hills Country Club,” 
Nagley said.
   Stahl admits, even with resources, that the 
scholarship process can be difficult and frus-
trating.
   “It’s like opening up the fridge and not 
having that sandwich come right out to 
you,” Stahl said. “It’s not going to. You’re go-
ing to have to go down to the bottom shelf 
and dig to the back to get to it.”

  When senior Interact Club member Claire Diebold 
searches through her closet her eyes are always drawn to 
her homecoming 2010 dress. The strapless, red silk dress 
is on a hanger and will most likely never be worn again.
   Diebold is not alone. Many girls have multiple dresses 
for dances that they will never wear again. This is why 
Seaholm’s Interact Club is having their very first prom 
dress drive. 
    “The prom dress drive is a way to collect gently-used 
prom dresses that can then be made available to high 
school students that can’t necessarily afford a brand new 
prom dress,” Interact Club advisor Cheryl Shettel said.  
   Emma Davis, Interact Club President, came up with the 
idea over winter break. 
    “I woke up with the idea,” Davis said. “I was just like hey 
let’s do a prom dress drive.” 
   Interact Club will be collecting used dresses that people 
have worn to homecoming, Sadie’s, or prom and donat-
ing them to people who can’t buy their own prom dress. 
The dresses must be in good condition and can’t need any 
repairing or cleaning. 
   The Interact Club is very excited about the idea, espe-
cially senior Margot Kriete. 
    “Dresses are expensive and there’s a lot of people who 
can’t afford them,” Kriete said. 
   Kriete plans on donating some dresses of her own and 
hopes that if the drive goes well that it will continue on to 
become a tradition at Seaholm. 
    “We are going to collect gently used prom and home-

Students on MME: no 
scholarships, no effort
Maddy Weinert
Lifestyles Editor
MWeinert@seaholmhighlander.com

   Last week’s Michigan Merit Exam [MME] brought 
mixed reactions from the junior class. While many stu-
dents took the tests seriously, others considered them to 
be unnecessary.
    Even with only three students not showing up for test-
ing, juniors have agreed that the 
main reason for their minimal 
effort is the lack of scholarship 
money that is offered as a result 
of the test.
   “I [did] not take it too seriously 
because I can’t get scholarship 
money,” junior Harrison Watt 
said. “I would take it more seri-
ously if there was money offered 
with it.”
   Watt is one of the students who did not prepare for 
the MME testing on Wednesday March 2 and Thursday 
March 3.
   “It’s honestly a waste of time that I could be spending in 
a class getting ready for my exams,” Watt said.
   Junior Maddie Jerge agreed.
   “I [thought] it was really easy, so you did [not] really have 
to put forth that much effort.”
   While students may not have put forth much effort when 
it came to the MME, the ACT test was another story.
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   “I took the ACT really seriously,” Jerge said.
   Assistant principal Deb Boyer believes Seaholm students 
need to try their best on both the ACT and the MME, no 
matter what the results are.
   “The bottom line on it is that the score does determine 
where you’re going to go to college,” Boyer said. “Even if 
there’s no money attached to that score, most people will 
do their best because they want to open as many doors as 

possible.”
   Junior Kathleen Dow 
knows the MME can affect 
her future and took it very 
seriously.
   “It reflects our school’s 
academics and it would be 
pointless to blow it off,” 
Dow said.
   Junior Jilly Bickley 
agreed. When it comes to 

testing, Bickley’s major motivation comes from how her 
testing results affect her in the long term.
   “I [took] the ACT seriously, and I [put up] with the 
MME even though I think it’s kind of pointless,” Bick-
ley said. “If colleges required or even just looked at MME 
scores, people would probably take it more seriously.”
   No matter the impact on their futures, taking the MME 
is a task that Seaholm juniors find unnecessary.
   “I have yet to meet someone who enjoys getting up early 
to take a long standardized test that has little affect on your 
college career,” Watt said.

“I [did] not take it too 
seriously because I can’t 
get scholarship money.”
-Junior Harrison Watt

coming dresses and donate them to Hope Closet,” Davis 
said. 
   Hope Closet is a non-profit organization in Novi that 
collects used special occasion dresses throughout the year 
and gives them to underprivileged girls regardless of their 
financial situation. 
   To be able to receive a dress, the girl must make an ap-
pointment and prove that she is currently enrolled in a 
high school. Then a volunteer will serve as the girl’s per-
sonal shopper and help her pick out one dress plus an ac-
cessory.
   According to the Hope Closet official website, last year 
they helped 500 girls go to their prom and are hoping to 
do the same for prom 2011. 
    “I think everyone deserves to go to their prom, it’s one of 
those things that you will always remember,” Diebold said. 
“The prom dress drive allows those who aren’t as fortunate 
to get a dress to go.” 
   The drive is going to start after mid-winter break on Feb-
ruary 28th and is going to end on March 11th. 
   Interact Club is very hopeful and wants to make sure that 
everyone who can donate will. 
    “I know there are a lot of girls out there with multiple 
dresses that they are not using,” Davis said. “If we could 
match the number of girls at Seaholm that would be amaz-
ing.”
   Interact plans on having tables at the gym doors during 
x-block on Tuesdays and Thursdays for people to drop off 
their used dresses.  
    “I just hope that everyone will look through their clos-
ets and hopefully find a dress or two that they know they 
won’t wear again that could find itself a new home,” Shettel 
said. 

   Lancaster has been an administrator at the 
middle school level, but is excited to get back 
to high school. 
   “Middle school kids are fun, but they cer-
tainly offer different challenges,” Lancaster 
said. “I’m excited about getting back into a 
high school where my roots really are and my 
passion really is because it’s been a while since 
I’ve been in a high school.”
   Before she became the principal of Talawa-
nda Middle School, Lancaster served as an 
elementary school principal and a high school 
assistant principal.
  “I enjoy working with high school students 
because they are more mature,” Lancaster said. 
“You can have conversations with them and 
you can really help them shape their future.” 
   Talawanda District Assistant Superinten-
dent Kelly Spivey said Lancaster is ready for 
the transfer to high school. 
   “Mrs. Lancaster is a born leader.” Spivey 
said. “She has worked with an exceptional 
leadership team that has been trained in the 
importance of being an instructional leader. 
Mrs. Lancaster’s strongest skills are in the area 
of curriculum and data collection.  She sets 
high expectations for performance for her fac-
ulty members, as well as students.”
    Assistant Superintendent for Human Re-
sources Jon Dean believes the jump to high 
school is a great thing for both the school and 
Lancaster. 
   “Mrs. Lancaster is incredibly dynamic, she’s 
very thoughtful, she’s got excellent people 
skill,” Dean said, “I saw her connect well with 
past staff members, parents, with administra-
tors, and with students. She has a strong sense 
of what twenty-first century teaching and 
learning need to look like in a high school.”
   Dean feels that Lancaster can come in and 
uphold Seaholm’s academic standards.  
   “I believe she can continue the strong aca-
demic excellence that we have as a tradition 
at Seaholm,” Dean said. “She’s going to be a 
dynamite principal for you guys.”
   In order to choose the correct candidate to 

succeed Piper, a Principal Search Committee 
was formed earlier this year. The committee 
included central administrators, teachers, sec-
retaries, parents and students, the actual Board 
of Education isn’t involved in the process.
   “My job as the assistant superintendent for 
human resources is to make sure that we build 
a fair and appropriate process,” Dean said. “I 
was present during many but not all of the in-
terviews, I served as the host of various times 
during various pieces of the interview process.”
   After interviewing an array of candidates, 
Lancaster was selected to take the job.
  “I shared with the superintendent the find-
ings of the various parent’s students teachers 
that participated in the process,” Dean said. 
“In the end the superintendent makes the fi-
nal selection.” 
   Senior Brandon Wiseman participated in 
the process, and believes Dean was right for 
the job.
   “My first impression of [Lancaster] was that 
she was well organized, she knew exactly what 

she wanted to do, and she had the methods to 
do that,” Wiseman said.
   Assistant Deb Boyer spoke highly of Lan-
caster.
   “She’s gone through an extreme search pro-
cess and brought excellent credentials and 
background experience with her,” Boyer said. 
“She seems as if she is highly qualified.”
    According to Hill, the Board of Education 
had part in the hiring of Lancaster.
   “In this hire, there were a large amount of 
students, teachers, parents, administrators, 
etc. The greater community works in the hir-
ing process,” Hill said.
     Lancaster is excited to take over for Piper, 
but knows she has a lot to learn. 
   “My goal is not to come in and not change a 
lot of anything, but really to learn,” Lancaster 
said. “Every organization has room for im-
provement. I think they first year for me really 
will be just getting to know the community 
and the students and the staff, and evaluating 
those things, and just going from there.”

Board of Education calls Piper’s 
replacement “dynamic, creative”
SEARCH from  page 1

Lancaster was selected by a committee of students, staff, parents and administration . Photo by Annie Stenback
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8 students suspended after post-game fight
Emily Gordy
Editor in Chief
EGordy@seaholmhighlander.com

   Eight Seaholm students have been suspend-
ed following a three-school fight after BU var-
sity hockey’s 6-2 district championship victory 
over Troy Athen==s on Wednesday, March 2. 
   The fight – multiple students told the High-
lander – involved approximately 50 people. 
   At press time, no students from Troy Athens 
had been suspended, but the administration 
is still investigating the incident. No students 
from Groves were suspended either. 
   The fight occurred after the game when stu-
dents from all three schools involved met in 
the parking lot. 
   Senior Bradley White was walking back to 
his car when he witnessed the brawl.
   “We walked outside and saw snow being 
thrown,” White said. “Then tons of fists flying 
– basically chaos.”
   Adult representatives from all schools tried 
to break up the fight, which students estimate 
lasted nearly 15 minutes before the Birming-
ham Police Department arrived.
   “It’s really sad that our students represent-
ed Seaholm High School in such a fashion,” 
Principal Terry Piper said. “I was involved 
in the decision regarding the consequences, 
which is suspension.”
   Tensions were high during the game itself, 

An estimated 50 students from Seaholm, Groves and Troy Athens were involved in the post-game fight on March 2.     Photo by Annie Stenback.

Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
JButler@seaholmhighlander.com

with the opposing student sections hurling 
insults at each other.
   “We had people throwing stuff, language, 
and other things that were not acceptable,” 
Seaholm Athletic Director Aaron Frank said.

   Though Frank encourages students support-
ing athletic teams, he condemned the student 
sections’ behavior on Wednesday. 
   “It’s important to point out that the way we 
behaved in the crowd is totally separate from 

supporting your team,” Frank said. “The pur-
pose doesn’t have to be to embarrass or belittle 
the other team. If that starts to happen were 
really starting to make fools of ourselves.”

   “The same differences we see now we’ll see in 
the future,” Soifer said. “Like if Birmingham 
and Bloomfield are up at the top in terms of 
state scores, we’ll probably still be there even 
though they might be lower than what they 
were this year.”
   While Principal Terry Piper understands 
the need for education reform, he said that he 
doesn’t think raising cut scores is the best way 
to make an impact. 
   “I think it’s important to continue to raise 

raise for teachers,” BPS Assistant Superinten-
dent for Human resources Jon Dean said. 
   The teachers will receive a “one percent, 
off-schedule payment this year, which means 
whatever they were going to make they get 
a one percent bonus just for this year only,” 
Dean said. 
   The teacher community sick bank was also 
removed. Teachers can no longer use sick days 
from a pot of donated days. 
   “[But] they’ll still have a personal sick bank,” 
Dean said. 
   BPS District Spokesperson Marsha Wilkin-

   In a quiet but cheerful classroom tucked 
away from the hubbub of Seaholm’s caf-
eteria, freshman Olivia Kurajian played 
Uno at lunch three days a week this fall. 
For the students with autism and other 
learning challenges eating with her, the 
positive impact of her choice would last 
beyond high school. 
    “Studies show it’s beneficial for special 
needs kids to have students around the 
same age interact with them,” Kurajian, 
who volunteered her lunchtime through 
Seaholm’s LINKS club, said.
   Seaholm social worker Teresa Rogers 
described the mission of LINKS, a Bir-
mingham district-wide initiative started in 
2002 and supported by the parent group 
Friends of Different Learners.
    “It’s peer-to-peer support,” Rogers said.
    The program includes cafeteria and 
classroom lunches, meetings at Leo’s Co-
ney Island, bowling, and student volun-
teering with Seaholm’s Autistic Institute.
    “Seaholm is very unique,” Rogers said. 
“We hold center-based programs for au-
tism for all of Oakland County.”
   Tuesdays and Thursdays before school, 
Seaholm senior Liam Connelly volunteers 
in the autistic classrooms, reading to the 
students during their recreation time. 
    “[Connelly] does an amazing job,” Rog-
ers said. 

   Connelly’s experience with the students 
has inspired him to consider a career in 
special education, as his mother Suzanne 
Connelly explained.
    “[His experience] makes him much 
more sensitive to the people around him,” 
Suzanne Connelly said, sharing the ben-
efits of Liam’s volunteer efforts.
   Senior Michael Grathwohl has also vol-
unteered with Seaholm’s autistic students, 
donating his lunchtime four to five days a 
week for his first three years of high school. 
    “I sat down with [the students] and 
helped them do little tasks,” Grathwohl 
said. “Sometimes I would play with them 
on the Wii.” 
   Grathwohl explained the benefits of 
Seaholm’s center-based program. 
    “It gives [autistic students] a lot of fun-
damental skills that will help them later 
on, and it’s good social interaction with 
other students,” Grathwohl said. 
   Social events through the LINKS pro-
gram, such as the bowling trip to Thun-
derbird Lanes this November, yield lasting 
benefit for autistic students as well. 
    “These are students who typically 
wouldn’t do things with peers after school, 
so [bowling] was very exciting,” Rogers 
said.
   Seaholm’s leadership class also made a 
difference by volunteering with the au-
tistic classes once a week this fall, playing 
games, tutoring in learning resource class-
rooms, and celebrating with a Halloween 
party.
    “[The LINKS students] were so excited 
to have people come in and share their 
day,” Rogers said. 
   Volunteers and instructors help equip 
students by teaching reading, world 
events, social studies, science and voca-
tional skills. While Debra Lloyd’s students 
make and sell dog biscuits through Pre-
mier Pets, Karen Mellott’s students craft 
beaded lanyards and jewelry for sale at the 
Birmingham Farmers’ Market. 
    “In high school, we’re trying to teach 
them skills that help them live as indepen-
dently as possible,” Mellott said.
   Grathwohl volunteered a total of 350 
hours in Mellott’s center-based classroom 
before moving to Ohio this fall.
    “Michael was absolutely wonderful,” 
Mellott said. “He was as good as anybody 
that got paid. We miss him tremendously.” 
   Continuing to visit Mellott’s class on 
school breaks, Grathwohl described the 
lasting impact of his volunteer experience. 
    “Working with those kids was always 
a lot of fun,” Grathwohl said. “It encour-
aged me to continue doing whatever I can 
to help young kids.”
To volunteer with the Autistic Institute or 
join LINKS, see Teresa Rogers across from 
the main office.

Volunteers 
spend time 
with autistic 
students 
through LINKS 
program
Kayla Murrish
Guest Writer
Kmurrish@seaholmhighlander.com

“Studies show it’s beneficial 
for special needs kids to have 
students around the same 

age interact with them.”

Olivia Kurajian
Freshman LINKS volunteer

son said the elimination of the employee sick 
bank is part of “a transition to employee paid 
short-term disability insurance.” 
    Dean said the economic conditions in 
Michigan made finalizing a contract difficult.
   “It’s kind of a complicated situation,” Dean 
said. “It’s a tough time in schools with the 
economic climate. We’ve been experiencing 
diminishing funding from Lansing for many 
years now and that’s making it harder and 
harder for us to do things.”
   Craig said when the economy showed signs 
of improvement, it was easier to get a deal 
done.
   “Honestly I think when the administra-

standards,” Piper said. “I don’t know if this is 
necessarily going to be the most efficient way 
to do that.”
   Instead, Piper said, the state should focus on 
improving funding mechanisms. 
   Soifer said that there should not be too 
much emphasis put on standardized tests. 
   “It’s one metric measure of performance,” 
Soifer said. “It doesn’t ever tell the whole story 
about how a student is performing or what 
they’re achieving. It doesn’t give the whole pic-
ture, it gives a snapshot.”
   “We are in a new economy,” Martineau 

tion started they were afraid of the economic 
situation,” Craig said. “As we kept working 
the situation improved, which brought the 
administration around to the point to where 
they were more able to meet us half way.”
  Dean said the key to reaching an agreement 
was in coming up with the best deal both sides 
can live with.
   “Both sides kind of have their preferred fu-
ture and no side gets everything that it wants,” 
Dean said. “I’m happy that we were able to get 
an agreement that works well for the district 
and works well for our teachers. It’s always a 
successful thing for me when we can get a deal 

done. And we did in this case.” 
   Negations for the 2011-2012 contract begin 
next month. This round of negotiations will 
not be any easier. Gov. Rick Snyder has al-
ready announced plans for a $500 million cut 
to education across the state. The proposed 
cut could cost the district millions in funding. 
   “Everyone is waiting right now to see what 
the state of Michigan does, [they] are talking 
about cutting $475 per pupil -- which is a 
huge amount of money,” Craig said. “If that 
cut goes through, and there are other laws 
out there as well, we could have a very tough 
round of negations.” 

said. “We no longer have the manufacturing 
jobs where students could’ve had what we had 
been calling basic skills and find a successful, 
well-paying job in a manufacturing environ-
ment without having some of those high-level 
skills.”
   Now, Martineau said, even basic manufac-
turing jobs require an understanding of sub-
jects like statistics and algebra. By measuring 
college readiness based on ACT scores, Mar-
tineau hopes the new cutoff system will place 
further emphasis on important core subjects.
   According to Martineau, Michigan’s existing 

standards are average compared to the rest of 
the country. 
   “[The standards] are similar to the rest of the 
United States,” Martineau said. “We’re some-
where in the middle of the pack in terms of 
how rigorous our current standards are.”
   Junior Kathleen Dow said she supports the 
changes, but added that schools need to prop-
erly prepare students for the tests.
   “They should make it harder,” Dow said, 
“as long as the students are learning the mate-
rial appropriate for the test. The state needs 
to make the test harder each year to promote 
growth.”

BPS approves new teacher contract
CONTRACT from  page 1

MME, MEAP standards to be raised
TESTS from  page 1

working in a completely new area, but con-
siders it a very bittersweet move. 
   “I’m excited about the new challenge 
certainly,” Lancaster said. “I’m looking for-
ward to being here, but it is hard to leave 
the place that you’ve been for 14 years and 
I’ve had lots of opportunity there.”
   Superintendent of Talawanda District 
Dr. Phil Cagwin is confident Lancaster can 
handle the new responsibilities working in 
a high school.
   “We’ve watched her grow and mature as a 
leader for a number of years here and she’s 
definitely up for the task,” Cagwin said.
   As a leader, Lancaster is admired by both 
her students and staff as a leader. In Talawa-
nda, she formed partnerships with Miami 
University. 
   Talawanda Middle School Assistant Prin-
cipal, Mark Iles, called Lancaster “vision-
ary.” 
   “She is gifted in the ability to see the 
whole picture of a building or a district and 
put together a plan to move an institute 
forward,” Iles said.
   Lancaster said her goal is just to spend a 
lot of time with the students and the staff 
and the parents and the community, and 
hear about the district and what their goals 
are.
   In her own school district she is very well 
known and open with the community.
   “She knows almost the entire school by 
name and because of her relationship with 
many of them at the elementary level [and]
knows family and academic history of 
many students,” Iles said. “With staff she 
always has an open door if someone wants 
to talk.”
   Her co-workers and students are confi-
dent that everyone is going to enjoy her 
leadership style.  
   “She has no problem making difficult de-
cisions, but she will weigh input from all 
state quarters before making that decision,” 
Cagwin said. “So it will rarely seem like a 
top-down decision, and she will reach out 
to everyone to get input before ultimately 
reaching a decision.”

cont. from  page 1
Lancaster MDE ranks Seaholm third in state

RANKINGS from  page 1
only 50 percent of our students are college 
ready is surprising,” Hill said. “To me, our 
ranking is great, but the story as a whole is not 
so good.”
   According to the data, fewer than 10 percent 
of students are prepared for college in over 
half of the high schools in Michigan. At 230 
schools in the state, zero percent of the stu-
dents were considered college ready. 
     The MDE’s formula uses a school’s two-
year average of students who are proficient, 
improving, and declining. It then calculates a 
school’s improvement rate.
    The Seaholm administration already has 
goals set to improve for next year.
   “Our district has a strategic plan, and that 
strategic plan is updated periodically,” Boyer 
said. “We get our new initiatives that we are 
working on, or our new opportunities for 

growth and improvement, directly from the 
strategic plan.”
    Boyer said that there are three particularly 
exciting goals set for the upcoming year, in-
cluding incorporating iPads into the class-
room and further developing the World Lan-
guage department.  
     In addition, Boyer said, the administration 
is working on a program to help struggling 
students.
     “There’s [a goal] called RTI that myself 
and Ms. Peterson are working on,” Boyer said. 
“RTI is Response to Intervention. It’s putting 
in place a structure and process to identify 
kids who are struggling early on with screeners 
at the elementary school, and then transitional 
processes to follow them so that they can be 
successful with the tougher standards at the 
high school level. Those are things that are in 
place that we are working on.”
    One thing the administration does not want 
to do, however, is add more strain to Seaholm.

     “I really don’t want to take on any addi-
tional pressure for any of us,” Boyer said. “I 
think we all put ourselves under enough pres-
sure. The students in this building all feel an 
acute amount of pressure in terms of getting 
into the right school. The parents definitely 
feel that [the students] have to get into the 
right schools for their futures. So I’m unwill-
ing to take on another mantle of responsibility 
or stress. I think we’re stressed enough as it is.”
     Instead, Boyer said, Seaholm should con-
tinue to progress as the school always has.  
     “I think that Seaholm and this community 
together have been evolving for a long time,” 
Boyer said. “I have a historical perspective, 
and that is that this building has changed—
not overnight from the day I walked in here—
but every year it has changed. Over the course 
of time, we’ve done just what we continue to 
do: evolve.”

Both Seaholm’s graduation rate and college readiness percentages are well above the rest of the state’s averages.     Photo by Annie Stenback.

Natalie Wright contributed to this report
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What advice do you have 
for the new principal? 

- Senior Kathleen Schaaf

- Senior Marisa Xheka

- Sophomore Maddie Sherer

- Senior Hank Carpenter 

Man on the Street:

“Don’t try to change 
things too much. Wait 
to see how things play 

out.”

“Show all the different 
programs the same 
amount of respect.” 

“Get to know the 
students, it will  make 

things easier.” 

“Keep Seaholm 
classy.” 

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While 
school-sponsored, content and production 
is student directed and not subject to prior 
review. Our aim is to provide an accurate 
report and a free exchange of viewpoints in 
relation to interests and concerns that affect 
the Seaholm High School community.
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G107, Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI
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editorial, which will not be bylined and will 
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to their authors.
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seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in 
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Highlander maintains the right to edit all 
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new principal is ready to take on Seaholm
Highlander Editorial
   She’s confident, poised, and ambitious.
   Her name is Dee Lancaster and she is Seaholm’s 
next principal.
   Terry Piper has reigned over Seaholm for the past 
13 years, and obviously casts a massive shadow.
   Lancaster is an administrator from Ohio, more 
specifically Talawanda School District (near Miami, 
OH), where she served as a middle school principal 
and high school assistant principal.
   Though Piper leaves a legacy that will be hard to 
follow, Lancaster seemed ready for the challenge 
when she met with reporters from the Highlander.
   When asked about Piper, Lancaster had nothing 
but praise for our principal, explaining that he’s a 
great man, and had to be a great principal.
   Piper has often taken the role as a mediator when 
it comes to the role of being a disciplinarian. Lan-

caster, being a former assistant principal, said disci-
pline was a main part of her job, so she wants to be 
involved and know what’s going on.
   Lancaster seems excited for the job, and plans to 
take several trips up to the school before her tenure 
actually starts July first.
   While she is confident, and seems very prepared, 
she is looking forward to learning from former staff 
members, current staff and students.
   It seems like Lancaster has everything figured out, 
but we like that she doesn’t seem hesitant to seek 
help. 
   Her strengths are experience—she’s already been 
an administrator—but at the same time brings a 
new perspective to the administration with her 
youth. 
   Lancaster is also excited at the prospect of work-
ing with assistant principals Deb Boyer and Stacey 
Peterson, and the fact that the administration will 
be all women.  

   Though she’s born and raised an Ohio native, she 
said the Seaholm job opportunity was something 
she couldn’t pass up. 
   Her biggest challenge is to fill the shoes of Piper. 
The school has flourished under him to the point 
where we are ranked as one of the top three public 
schools in the state. She jumps into a school where 
the academic expectations are undoubtedly high. 
   People may be a little puzzled as to why we picked 
a principal from an entirely different state when 
many of the 40-plus applicants were from the area. 
However our current principal was recruited from 
New York.    
   Lancaster seems not only equipped for the job, but 
brings to the table a certain tenacity that makes us 
think she’ll not only be able to make the transition 
from the Piper regime to her own administration as 
smooth as fresh butter, but maybe in the long run 
even take the school to places no one ever has.

When “the best” still isn’t good enough
   During production on Tuesday, the editorial 
staff spent the better part of the night trying 
to decide how to react to data released by the 
Michigan Department of Education ranking the 
best high schools in college readiness. 
   According to the recent data, Seaholm ranks 
third in the state behind International Academy 
and Ann Arbor Community with 48.8 percent of 
our students meeting the college-ready standards. 
   Considering the two schools ranked ahead 
of Seaholm are magnet schools and choose 
their students, the data shows Seaholm as the 
top individual district school. That’s worth 
celebrating. 
   The entire Seaholm community—students, 
teachers, parents and administrators—deserve a 
round of applause for our achievements.
    Before we pat ourselves on the back too much, 

Emily Gordy
Editor and Chief
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

though, we need to look at the bigger picture.
   Less than half of the Seaholm class of 2011 
is college ready. That hardly seems congruent 
with the standards set by the school. We have 
a reputation for having rigorous academics. 
Seaholm graduates are currently attending 
schools like Dartmouth and MIT. Fifty students 
from last year’s graduating class now study at the 
University of Michigan. 
   Still, not even 50 percent of our students 
score high enough on the ACT to be considered 
college ready. And compared to the rest of the 
state, that’s great. 
   Less than 10 percent of students state-wide 
are prepared for college, according to the data. 
A whopping 230 schools have no college ready 
students. 
   Sure, the standards used by the MDE to 
determine college readiness are relatively black-
and-white. In order to be deemed ready, students 
must score at least an 18 in English, 22 in Math, 
21 in reading and 24 in science on the ACT. 

   Not meeting the ACT college-ready standards 
doesn’t mean you’re doomed for failure. They 
don’t account for the student who excels in 
English but struggles to grasp Geometry, or the 
artistically talented student who has no interest 
in science. 
   Still, it may be the best system the state has. 
When the gross majority of schools fail to meet 
relatively low standards set by the ACT, it’s clearly 
time to reevaluate our educational system.
   According to the 2010 ACT National and 
State scores, Michigan ranks 35 in the nation in 
college preparedness, with 19 percent of students 
meeting the college-ready benchmarks. The top 
two states, Massachusetts and New York, have 41 
and 40 percent respectively. 
   That Michigan is so far behind the top states 
is unacceptable. The new data should serve as a 
wake-up call to change the way the state does 
things, or a growing number of students are in 
for a rude awakening when they go to college. 
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   Coach Bernacki, Mr. Bernacki, Keith, 
Dad. 
   Former Seaholm teacher and coach Keith 
Bernacki inspired young people in a number 
of ways, both in the classroom and on the 
tennis courts.
   However, while he helped countless 
students, he was also dealing with a serious 
problem of his own: cancer. 
   At the young age of 19, Bernacki was 
diagnosed with Ewing’s Sarcoma, a rare kind 
of cancer.
   Despite his diagnosis, Bernacki never let 
the disease get the best of him. 
   For 14 years he battled his life threatening 
illness with tenacity. 
   However, on February 22, Bernacki lost his 
longtime battle with Ewing’s Sarcoma. 
   “When I found out he was gone I was 
dumbstruck, I walked around for a couple
hours -I just couldn’t believe it,” former 
varsity tennis team member Jake Drutchas 
said. 
   His illness first surfaced when he was a 
junior in high school. Bernacki had injured 
his back while playing soccer. The injury 
was located in the area where his tumor 
eventually showed up. 
   Two years later on January 9, 1997, 
the Bernacki family found out there was 
something seriously wrong.  
   “Initially, they thought the pain in his back 
was a slipped disc,” Bernacki’s father Edward 
Bernacki said. “And it turned out to be a 
tumor.”
   The news came to the family in the 
middle of Bernacki’s sophomore year of 
undergraduate school at the University of 
Michigan.  
   On and off, he fought the illness, beating 
the odds many times before finally yielding 
to his sickness. 
   “He beat the odds [many times] because 
he was a fighter,” senior varsity tennis player 
Elizabeth Gunckle said. “He was a huge 

competitor all of his life. It was what he 
referred to as having ‘fire in the belly.’ ”
   Gunckle was a student of Bernacki’s 
in freshman English. She also played for 
Bernacki on the varsity tennis team for two 
years. 
   “He was much more to me than just a 
teacher or coach,” Gunckle said. “He was 
more like a mentor that led by example on 
how to live life.”
   Bernacki encouraged Gunckle, who is now 
a captain, to play tennis as a freshman. 
   “When I was trying out for tennis, a sport I 
had never played competitively, my freshman 
year, he made me feel extremely welcome 
and at ease.” Gunckle said. “During my 
sophomore season I continued to develop a 
relationship with him. I’d find myself staying 
after practices often not only to talk about 
tennis and strategies, but also school, friends, 
or just life in general.”
Coach Bernacki always had a way to make 
a person feel special. His was a great listener 
who really seemed to care about what you 
were talking about.” 
   Bernacki’s  long time friend and co-worker 
David Reed-Nordwall found Bernacki to be 
heroic and a great guy. 
   Reed-Nordwall met Bernacki at the 
University of Michigan in a Master’s 
Certification program.
   “[The program] was long,” Reed-Nordwall 
said. “So we got to know each other very 
well.”
   Reed-Nordwall immediately took a liking 
to Bernacki, as they had a similar sense of 
humor and often saw things eye to eye. 
   But more importantly, the entire time 
Reed-Nordwall knew him, Bernacki never 
once complained about his illness.
   Reed-Nordwall said that he had never seen 
anyone more driven than Bernacki.
    “Much more important to his life [than 
his cancer], was his vision and his ambition-
and I considered it a very positive ambition,” 
Reed-Nordwall said. “He wanted to have a 
family, have a good job, affect people’s lives, 
and live a full life.” 
   Even as a child Bernacki was always driven 
to accomplish his goals and his dreams. 

   “He was the one who came home [with a 
soccer flyer in his hand] and said ‘I wanna do 
this’,” Bernacki’s mom, Karen Bernacki said. 
“We [were] never involved with it at all, and 
as a kindergartner he paved his own way in 
soccer.” 
   Unfortunately, Bernacki’s athleticism was 
hindered by his cancer, which prevented him 
from engaging in many activities.  
   “He liked to downhill ski, and he had to 
give that up,” Karen Bernacki said. “That was 
the first thing that had to go. He couldn’t 
take a chance on breaking a bone where he 
had treatment. He was still doing alright, 
but as the treatments went on and on-he 
eventually had to give up playing sports, 
sports that required a lot of activity. That 
disappointed him, but then he tried to focus 
on something that he could do.”
   After Bernacki could no longer play contact 
sports, he focused his energy elsewhere.
   “He got himself into teaching and 
coaching, and then he had to give that up. 
Then he threw himself into taking care of his 
little boy, to work outside the home. He did 
that until the week before he went into the 
hospital.”
   Drutchas recalls his coach as being a 
courageous man and one who understood 
his players. 
   Even when Bernacki quit coaching he 
would still show up to the matches just to 
watch and help his players in any way that 
he could.
   “Many of my teammates and I would just 
go sit next to him in between sets and just 
hear what he had to say,” Drutchas said. 
   For everyone that knew Bernacki, these 
times were greatly cherished.
   “He was always strong,” former varsity 
team member Sammy Shebib said.  “He was 
just one of the most amazing people to ever 
really meet.” 
   Shebib considered Bernacki to be a great 
coach and had many fond memories of him. 
   In the end, Drutchas found his coach to be 
an amazing man and a role model to many. 
  “He will live on in our hearts and memories,” 
Drutchas said.

Meghan Dooley
Sports Editor
Mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com

The Seaholm PTSA put together a memory board in the main hallway to honor former teacher and coach, Keith Bernacki. Photo by 
Sidney Krandall.

Remembering

Coach’s death a huge loss to Forensics community
Austin Filbin
Deputy News Editor
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

   Kyle Holton was a friend, a son and a man 
whose helping roots grew deep in support 
of an entire community, whether it was 
through his involvement with theater and 
forensics, boy scouts, or simply being there 
for the people he loved.  
   Twenty-three year-old Holton’s life was 
cut tragically short in a fatal car accident on 
January 27. Holton was driving to his home 
and skid out on the recently ice-covered 
Detroit roads after attending a party at 
Wayne State University.
    “We got a call in the middle of the night 
on January 28. We knew we were heading 
down to the hospital because there had 
been a car accident,” Kyle’s mother Madlyn 
said. “We did not know that he had already 
passed away.”
   Holton was known for his lively attitude 
and generally positive outlook on life, 
especially when it came to helping the 
Forensics’ community.
   “He was here the day of the accident, 
which was conferences,” Seaholm Forensics 
coach Peter Shaheen said. “While I was off 
at conferences he was right here, working.”
   Although Holton had only been working 
with the team for three months, senior Evan 
O’Hara shared a special connection with 
him.
   “I didn’t know him for that long,” O’Hara 

said. “But he was one of those guys that grow 
on you so fast that you feel like you’ve known 
him forever. I just can’t believe he’s gone.”
   Senior Claire Diebold said although she 
only worked with him for a small amount of 
time, she felt like they were friends.
   “He was so funny,” Diebold said. “He was 
his own person—very lively, and 
just very fun to be around.”
   Shaheen received a call from 
Holton before the Forensics 
season, offering his services 
to the team. Shaheen said he 
was thrilled about the offer, 
being familiar with Holton’s 
experience level.
   Holton was revered amongst 
high-school students and 
teachers when it came to his 
work with the teams. 
   Groves Forensics Coach 
Barbara Shaheen, wife of 
Seaholm Forensics coach Peter 
Shaheen, was very close with 
Kyle and worked with him during and 
beyond his high school experiences.
   “He was a student of mine for four years,” 
Barbara Shaheen said. “He then judged and 
coached off and on all through college. After 
he graduated from college he became a full 
time coach at Groves and Seaholm.”
   Shaheen regarded Holton’s work with 
Forensics as “genius”, especially his work in 
Multiple, a popular Forensics category.
   “My favorite multiple ever was the Little 

Mermaid,” Shaheen said. “Where he 
[Holton] actually played the Little Mermaid. 
It was genius.”
   The Holton family, mother Madlyn Holton 
and father  Christopher Holton, were there 
to witness all of Kyle’s accomplishments 
from Groves to Wayne State University to his 

career in acting and modeling.
   Even in middle school, Kyle 
Holton was interested and 
involved in Forensics, and 
according to Madlyn Holton, 
Forensics was Kyle’s passion.
   “He loved Forensics,” Madlyn 
Holton said. “He started 
forensics at Berkshire. While he 
was in high school he coached 
the Berkshire Middle School 
team, and they took some 
first place awards while he was 
coaching.”
   After that, Holton went on 
to have great success at the high 
school Forensics level and even 

judged throughout college.
   “He was a captain of the [Groves] team 
when he was a senior,” Madlyn Holton said. 
“His training in Forensics taught him how to 
cut scripts and how to edit, but still convey 
the feelings you want and the emotions you 
want. He was very talented at that. And, 
again, that’s from high school forensics, and 
really having a lot of great people behind 
him.”
   His achievements in Forensics inspired 

many of Holton’s dreams to take the form 
of career options. He dedicated himself 
to a Bachelor’s degree from Wayne State 
University for Fine Arts, particularly in 
theatre.
   “His plan was to try to establish himself 
after graduation in modeling and acting,” 
Christopher Holton said. “He was getting 
small parts here and there in movies, 
commercials, modeling, and stuff like that. 
He was trying to build his name here, so 
maybe he could get to California.”
   Holton’s dream was to get to California 
and try his hand in acting, with the support 
of the entire Holton family.
   According to Holton family he had all the 
potential needed to reach his dreams, just 
not the time to put it to use.
   “He did a lot of things, but whatever he 
did, he excelled at getting people involved 
and helping people achieve their goals,” 
Madlyn Holton said.
   Peter Shaheen says the effect Kyle Holton 
had amongst the entire team was his ability 
to help.
   “There is a hole in the world, a spot left 
empty when he left,” Peter Shaheen said. 
“How do you make up for something you 
never had? We never really got to know the 
stuff that Kyle was able to do.”
   The funeral was held at Kirk in the Hills 
Presbyterian Church and drew together 
more than 700 people.

Kyle Holton poses in 
his resumé photo.
Photo courtesy of Kyle 
Holton.

Experts say: 
Grammar can 
make or break 
future succes 
for students
Kit Kuhne
Staff Writer
Kkuhne@seaholmhighlander.com

   Knowing the difference between nouns 
and pronouns may seem insignificant now, 
but in the long run, it may affect current 
grades, college acceptances and career plans.
  Between the 2008 and 2009 testing season, 
Michigan Educational Assessment Program 
(MEAP) scores for 8th graders who scored 
above average in reading increased from 
76% to 83%, according to the Michigan 
Department of Education. 
   But with technological advances like tex-
ting, and social networking sites, like Face-
book and Twitter, some say grammar has  
taken a back seat. 
    Some common short-hands that people 
have begun to use, like replacing “you” with 
“u” and “are” with “r”, are impacting their 
learning and their career. 
   And now those bad habits are making their 
way to assignments and even college applica-
tion essays.
   “That’s not good,” Loyola University (Chi-
cago) Admissions Counselor Andrew Bour-
geois said. 
   “[Grammar] has an impact,” Bourgeois 
said. “It would alter the view of how some-
one reviewing [an application] would look at 
the applicant.” 
   And that, Bourgeois said, could impact a 
student’s chances of getting into the school. 
   Grammar’s importance isn’t limited to col-
lege applications. 
    According to Jon Dean, the Assistant Su-
perintendent for Human Resources at Bir-
mingham Public Schools, grammar is a main 
factor in choosing a candidate for a job. 
   “Grammar is very important,” Dean said 
in an e-mail to the Highlander. “Misspellings 
and poor grammar reflect poorly on a can-
didate. We look for high quality grammar 
since the ability to communicate in writing 
is an important skill.”
   With the availability of spell checking ap-
plications and easy access to word processing 
software, grammatical errors on a resume or 
cover letter are preventable—but immediate, 
— disqualifiers.
   “Especially given the current tight job 
market, grammar is something a candidate 
should never make an error regarding,” Dean 
said.
   Even at Seaholm, grammar affects not only 
how students do in English classes, but in 
foreign language classes. 
   Spanish teacher Cathy Buch praised the 
work of the Seaholm English Department, 
but added that some students still come into 
her classroom unprepared to learn a foreign 
language. When a student lacks English 
grammar mastery, Buch said it’s more diffi-
cult for them to grasp the Spanish concepts. 
   “[Knowing English grammar] gives stu-
dents a basis for comparison [to learning 
Spanish],” Buch said. 
   Junior Anna Ames said she was unprepared 
for her foreign language learning. She said 
she found it difficult to learn a foreign lan-
guage with only a small amount of English 
grammar. 
   “I’ve learned all of my [English] grammar 
in Spanish [class],” Ames said. 
   Chinese teacher Joy Wang doesn’t see a 
direct correlation between English grammar 

   Every month, Spencer Rogers follows the 
same ritual- he opens his mail to find his cell 
phone bill.
   For two years, the moment has repeated 
itself, but Rogers has no complaints.
   “I knew I would have to pay for my cell 
phone when I got it,” Rogers said. “As soon 
as I had a job and found a free phone I got 
my first phone.” 
   A recent Highlander survey of 175 students 
shows 86% of Seaholm students do not pay 
for their own phone service. 
   However, just because their parents pay for 
their phone doesn’t mean everyone is happy 
with the phone they currently have.  
   “I’m very unhappy with my phone and 
how loud the keys are when I text,” senior 
Annie Pidgeon, who has a LG on Verizon, 
said. “I really hope that I get a new one soon, 
but I doubt it.”
   The most popular service for a student to 
have was Verizon (41%), followed by AT&T 
(33%). Sprint (7%) and T-Mobile (6%) 
finished third and fourth. There were a few 
other rare providers that students had such 
as Boost Mobile and Metro PCS. These two 
services were popular for the students who 
paid for their own service.
   Senior Drew Schoeppe enjoys not paying 
the bill.
   “I love not having to pay for my own 
phone,” Schoeppe said. “If I had to pay for 
my own service, I would probably go out 
and get my own though.” 
   The most popular phone to come up in the 
survey was the BlackBerry (23%), followed 
by the iPhone (21%). The close third was the 
brand of Samsung (14%), but many didn’t 
know their exact model. 
   Some students are more pleased though 
with their phones than others. 
   “I used to have really bad phones when 
I was younger,” senior Maryann Laboe said, 
who currently has a Droid from Verizon.
   Laboe had trouble with forgetting her 
phone in her pocket as the pants headed for 
the washer. Her parents helped her pay her 
way through the bill from all the new phones 
   “I went through seven phones from water 
damage.” Laboe said. “Now I have the Droid 
X and I am very happy with it. It doesn’t fit 
in all my pockets, so I don’t wash it.”
   The halls of Seaholm seem to be ruled by 
BlackBerrys and iPhones, but that is not 
necessarily the case. The product name was 
not as important to the students of Seaholm. 
Many did not know the name of their phone 
or even their carrier. 
   “After getting my first free phone, I just 
waited until my plan let me upgrade to a 
different phone for free,” Rogers said. “I 
upgrade phones when a nicer free phone 
comes out instead of buying a new one.”
   Most students who currently have a parent-
paid-for phone still risk confiscation.
   “My parents threaten to take my phone 
away to make sure I behave,” sophomore 
Sam Wilson said. “It keeps me on the right 
track.”
   The help of parents paying for phone turns 
out to be very useful because of the current 
prices of cell phone plans. Prices range 
from Verizon’s basic $59.99 plan to Sprint’s 
$69.99 everything plan. An iPhone plan can 

Survey shows 
only 14 percent
of students 
pay cell bill
Trey Wanicke
Advertising Editor
Twanicke@seaholmhighlander.com

Taylor Wyllie 
Staff Writer
Twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

Oscar 
contest a 
success

With a flushed face and surprised smile, 
Sophomore Kathy Quigley accepted her 
$25 Max & Ermas gift certificate. Quig-
ley was one of seven Seaholm students 
who received a prize in this year’s Os-
car Contest and one of 86 students and 
teachers who entered. 
   The Highlander would like to congratu-
late all of our winners, Andy Tehan  ($25 
to Sweet Earth), Tommy Fink ($20 to 
Greek Islands), Alexander Shur (choco-
lates from Schokolad Chocolate Factory,) 
Felix Binder (free lunch from Mr. Piper), 
Alex Walker (free bagels from Einsteins), 
and Max Cormier (one free large pizza 
from Papa Romano’s), as well as everyone 
who participated. 
   The Highlander would also like to give 
a special thanks to the following local 
companies who generously donated priz-
es: Max & Ermas, Sweet Earth, Greek Is-
land, Schokolad Chocolate Factory, Ein-
steins Bros Bagels and Papa Romano’s.
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Band trip to Orlando a success
Carolynn Gragg
Staff Writer
CGragg@seaholmhighlander.com

   From August to November, the Seaholm 
band was used to performing in front of 
hundreds of classmates, teachers, and parents 
at football games. 
   But last month, the band took their show 
1,200 miles down the road to Orlando to 
perform for thousands of tourists in Disney 
World.
   Students also enjoyed the warm sun at 
nearby Cocoa Beach, visited Universal 
Studios and rode roller coasters in Magic 
Kingdom. 
   The students were required to wear their 
band uniforms when marching in Epcot. 
Although wearing winter clothing in 80 
degree weather was a little on the warm side, 
band members still loved the experience.
   “Marching in Epcot was really cool, because 
it was an experience that most people will 
never have,” junior Lauren Hall said. 
   Band instructor Tim Cibor agreed with his 
students.
   “From a teacher’s point of view, the best part 
was going to a clinic at Epcot,” Cibor said. 
“The students got a taste of what it’s like to be 
a professional musician.”
   At the clinic, the band put their talents to 
tape.
   “We recorded a sound track to Tarzan and 
at the end they played it for us,” Cibor said. 

   Freshmen Mason Hardy drums his fingers 
deliberately as he stares intently down at the 
desk. His eyes flick back and forth from his 
hand to the table, then up and across to se-
nior Alex Benet glaring back at him. His face 
scrunched, deep in thought, Hardy slowly 
pulls a card from his hand and places it down 
on the table. A smug smile breaks the mask 
of concentration as he leans back and crosses 
his arms. 
   Mondays after school, economics teacher 
Michael Wicker’s room is the new place to 
duke it out. The room is split down the mid-
dle. The Yu-Gi-Oh! players duel on one half 
and the Magic: The Gathering players on the 
other. On the left the duelists are engaged in 
a four-way battle, and on the right the magi-
cians face off over their conjured islands and 
volcanoes. There is talk of strategy, school, and 
different outlooks on collecting the cards. 
   Yu-Gi-Oh! and Magic are both trading card 
games where players battle each other using 
different monsters and spells that they have 
collected. Players buy or trade cards to con-
struct a deck of selected creatures and powers. 
   Both games are very similar; players use 
their premeditated strategy to try to win by 
bringing their opponent’s “life points” down 
to zero. 
   “Magic is the casual game,” Benet said. 
   “Yu-Gi-Oh! is much more aggressive,” club 
founder Hardy said.
   Hardy began playing Yu-Gi-Oh! in elemen-
tary school. 
   “I moved around as a kid but I really started 

playing a lot in Chicago,” Hardy said. 
   His friends from Chicago played and got 
him into it. While he plays both, Hardy still 
chuckles when people confuse the two games. 
   Hardy decided to start the club after the 
ridicule of his hobby got out of hand. 
   Hardy and his friends would spend X-block 
mornings in the media center playing games 
until people started messing things up. 
   “Kids I knew from middle school would 
come through and knock all the cards off the 
table onto the floor, just to mess up the game,” 
Hardy said. “It’s just a card game, we aren’t 
bothering anyone.”
   So he decided to create the Yu-Gi-Oh! and 
Magic club as a place to play without having 
to worry about people interrupting or mock-

ing. 
   Hardy said that he talked to his friends and 
got Assistant Principal Deb Boyer’s permis-
sion and decided to make it an after school 
club with Wicker as the staff sponsor. 
   “While they play I just grade tests and pa-
pers,” Wicker said. 
   Wicker played Magic when he was a kid 
as well. 
   “My cards are in Ann Arbor but once I get 
them I’ll play with the kids,” Wicker said.
   However, having an official club wasn’t the 
end of the animosity. Hardy says that he has 
seen people rip up the posters hung up around 
the school advertising the club and its meet-
ings and he hears people always making fun of 
the people in the club.

Sam Anderson
Staff Writer
Sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Time to duel: students start 
after-school trading card club

Senior Alex Benet prepares to attack with his Magic cards.                    Photo by Sidney Krandall

   “Last week two girls came in to talk to Mr. 
Wicker and they saw that we were playing Yu-
Gi-Oh! and they started making fun of us.” 
Hardy said. “They didn’t even know any of 
us.” 
   While the club no longer plays at the tables 
in the Media Center, Media Specialist Nancy 
Waters has allowed them to play in the work 
room during X-Blocks. 
   “It would be social suicide to keep playing in 
the Media Center,” freshmen Ian Eaken said. 
   For Benet, though, Magic is just another 
way for him and his friends to hang out. 
   “I have been playing for about a year,” Benet 
said. “I have had my cards for four years be-
cause I played for a few weeks in junior high. 
I stopped because I didn’t have many friends 
that played.”
   Benet uses this time to blow off some steam 
as he waits for his 4 p.m. varsity baseball work-
out. 
   While the club is for all ages, Hardy and 
Benet both noted that it is a majority of fresh-
men and seniors. This gap does not pose any 
problem as Benet and Hardy talked over a 
friendly fight, all Magic of course. 
   Hardy said that the club will soon be host-
ing a tournament for anyone to compete in 
for prizes. 
   “It is all still in the works but there will be a 
prize of some kind, maybe cards,” Hardy said. 
   Even for those uninterested in Magic or Yu-
Gi-Oh! Hardy invites everyone and says that 
“all are welcome.”
   “I’m sure if someone wanted to play some-
thing else,” Wicker said, “Say for example 
Pokémon, the boys would be fine with that.”

Seaholm’s band performs in Disney World over mid-winter break. Photo courtesy of Sarah Steed. 

“It was really cool.”
   Junior Vicky Strohm agreed.
   “The best part was recording the sound track 
to a Disney cartoon,” Strohm said. 
   Others enjoyed the park rides. 
   “The best part was all the roller coasters,” 
junior John Elder said. 
   The Splash Mountain ride was a big hit with 
band students. 

their way around Disney World, Cibor and 
his students played a game around 7 o’clock 
every night called “Find the Meltdown.”
   “We found it funny to find the children and 
parents that were melting down from all the 
stress of Disney World,” Cibor said.
   Despite all of the instruments and clothing 
being driven down separate from their owners, 
there were no problems. Everything arrived on 
time, with no complications.
   And with no problems and a successful 
performance, the students had plenty of time 
to enjoy the moment.
   “We were given a lot more free time on 
this trip as opposed to past trips,” senior Jake 
Fisher said. “We had a lot of time to just enjoy 
the warmth and the park rides and not have 
to worry so much about being on a tight 
schedule.”

The band marches while in Orlando.          
          Photo courtesy of Sarah Steed. 

Senior hopes to take musical 
talent to the collegiate level

LEFT: Annie Pidgeon poses with her bassoon 
in the Seaholm Band room. Photo by Sidney 
Krandall.

Erin Houghton
Staff Writer
EHoughton@seaholmhighlander.com
   Senior Annie Pidgeon is anxiously awaiting 
word on her college admissions. 
   Pidgeon, however, is not just trying to get 
into college for her academics. She is also 
awaiting decisions from various prestigious 
music schools in the Midwest.
   “I’m hoping to go either to MSU, U of M, 
or Indiana,” Pidgeon said. “I’d really like to 
double major in music, specifically in bassoon 
performance, and hopefully foreign policy. I 
sort of have to wait until I get my auditions 
at those music schools and see if I get into any 
of them.”
   Pidgeon started her bassoon career at 
the age of ten. She first was inspired to try 
the instrument after seeing it on stage at a 
performance. However, the instrument didn’t 
come easily at first.
   “I went to camp and tried it out for four 
weeks,” Pidgeon said. “I sounded like a dying 
duck. But I really liked it and I kept at it and 
I got a lot better.”
   Seaholm band director Tim Cibor believes 
Pidgeon has come a long way.
   “She’s an excellent player,” Cibor said. “She’s 
a very, very good player on bassoon, and she 
also plays tenor sax in the jazz band and the 
marching band. That’s also very impressive 

that she plays more than one instrument.”
   Senior Andi Tonis, a friend of Pidgeon and 
fellow band member, agrees.
   “[Her bassoon playing] is magical,” Tonis 
said. “I love it. She’s very talented.”
   The bassoon is a double reed instrument 
that, when unwrapped, is about eight feet 
long. Pidgeon creates her own reeds for her 
bassoon.
    “I make my own reeds,” Pidgeon said. “It’s 
like shaping the cane and profiling it and then 
scraping it afterwards. It’s a very in-depth task, 
but it’s really necessary to become a bassoon 
player.”
   Pidgeon typically practices an hour and a 
half every night and three hours each weekend 
day, in addition to the hour long practices in 
band class.
   Tonis said that Pidgeon works very hard, 
sometimes to the point of giving up free time.     
   “Sometimes she won’t even hang out with 
me on Friday nights because she needs to 
practice the bassoon,” Tonis said. 
During the summertime, Pidgeon attends 
Interlochen Arts Camp, a prestigious music 
camp in northern Michigan.
   “I love [Interlochen],” Pidgeon said. “It’s my 
favorite place to be. It’s my second home and 
it’s a place of artistic freedom. Everyone loves 
what they’re doing and they really want to just 
do art. It’s really cool to be in a place like that.”
   Tonis believes that Pidgeon’s experiences at 
camp will help her in the future.
   “She gives up her summer every year to go 
to Interlochen, so she’ll do good things in 

college,” Tonis said.
   Though Pidgeon is still undecided as to 
where she will attend college next year, she 
has an idea of which schools she’d prefer 
attending.
   “I’d have to say that [my first choice would 
be] Jacobs School of Music at Indiana, 
because it’s by far the most supreme,” Pidgeon 
said. “It’s like the Julliard of the Big 10. After 
that, [I’d] probably [choose] MSU and then 
Michigan.”
   After college, Pidgeon hopes to bring her 
musical abilities overseas.
   “Twenty years from now, I hope to see 
myself in like Africa or something doing some 
sort of diplomatic work, or something for the 
Foreign Intelligence Services,” Pidgeon said. 
“But I hope to bring my bassoon there and 
use it to relate to the community and to get in 
with the community.”
   She also has goals of returning to the place 
that inspired her to start a career in music.
   “Maybe in 40 years or so, [I’d really like] 
to become the president of Interlochen Arts 
Camp,” Pidgeon said. “In order to do that, 
I need some sort of major in music. I like 
playing bassoon, so it sort of works out.”
   According to Cibor, Pidgeon’s plans to double 
major in music will be very challenging.
   “It’s going to be very, very difficult, so she’s 
going to have to be really focused,” Cibor said. 
“Just a performance degree on its own is very 
time consuming, but if she’s focused and she 
manages her time well, she’ll succeed.” 

Cell Phones
cont. from page 5

run at $70 plus a month for an individual plan. 
The plans students have come with texting 
and this helps to prevent an overwhelming bill 
at the end of the month.
  That’s most likely a budget necessity. 
According to the Pew Research Center’s April, 
2010 “Millennials” report, 54 percent of all 
teenagers text message their friends every day. 
The number of face to face talking is only at 
33 percent and calls from a cell phone are 38 
percent.
   The Wilberding family has six kids, four 
currently at Seaholm. Their parents, Nan and 
Jim, feel that their kids need a cell phone. 
   “It was necessary to give all our kids a cell 
phone,” Jim Wilberding said. “It is much 
easier to keep track of all of them and get into 
contact with them. It is expensive, but we 
need it.”
   “We’re a busy family and we need to keep 
in touch,” Lenny Strohm, mother of freshman 
Alex and junior Vicky, said. 
   Other parents feel the same way about the 
topic of their kids having a cell phone and the 
safety of their family.
   “We got our kids cell phones so they could 
contact us when they were not at home,” 
Kevan and Barbra Kreitman, parents of 
juniors Josh and Seth, said. “We want to make 
sure they are safe.” 
   Wilson’s feelings towards the responsibility 
of parents to keep their student on track 
despite having a cell phone are essential. 
   “With the influx of advancing technology in 
today’s medial environment, the line between 
privilege and responsibility is quite thin,” 
Wilson said. “Especially with kids at the high 
school age, making decisions that will affect 
your future in a positive way are vital, and 
parents need to intervene to make sure that 
this is sustained.”

and Chinese grammar. She said students do 
not need to know proper English grammar to 
grasp the Chinese language. 
   “Chinese and English grammar is complete-
ly different,” Wang said. “Chinese grammar is 
easier.” 
   Spanish and Chinese student Kellie Howe 
said English grammar had little impact on 
learning a foreign language.
   “I think I have proper English grammar,” 
said Howe, a junior. “[But], the grammar in 
Chinese is insane compared to English and 
the grammar in Spanish, I just don’t under-
stand.” 

cont. from page 5

   “[There were] a lot of students from both the 
high schools [Seaholm and Groves] and the 
middle school [Berkshire]. All of his Wayne 
State friends were there,” Madlyn Holton said.
   Holton not only inspired his classmates but 
had firm relationship with nearly everyone he 
met, including his teachers.
   At the funeral his teachers from elementary 
school, middle school and high school came 
nand paid their respects. Even the Dean 
and the Assistant Dean from Wayne State 
attended. 
   “They were all there,” Madlyn Holton said. 
“It was just an incredible turnout of people. 
We were just overwhelmed to say the least.”
   The passing of Kyle Holton has robbed 
a community of a man who’s goal was to 
achieve and his passion to help. 
   “It’s a small piece of happiness when you 
realize just how many people your son affected 
in a positive way,” Christopher Holton 
said. “The outpour of support, it was just 
[amazing]. For somebody only 23 years old to 
have that kind of an effect on a community.”

cont. from page 5
Kyle

Grammar

   “Surviving the fall on Splash Mountain and 
celebrating with Brer Bear singing Zip-A-
Dee-Doo-Da at the bottom was the best part 
about the trip,” senior Cody Weinberger said. 
   Junior Emily Parsons agreed.
   “Splash Mountain and the Hulk were the 
best, and Harry Potter was awesome,” Parsons 
said.
   Along with riding roller coasters and finding 
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You Meet the Most Interesting People when you SMILE.

   Six and a half points separated the Birmingham Unified 
Gymnastics Team from a spot in the State tournament 
this year. 
   BU, which finished with 134.350 total team points, 
finished seventh at Saturday’s Regional 4 at Troy Athens 
High School.
   Farmington (147.775), Troy Athens (145.925) and 
Brighton (140.975) finished in the top three, and will 
move on this weekend’s state final. Scoring is determined 
by adding together the top four scores on each event.
   BU’s finish marks a three spot improvement over last 
year’s tenth place regional finish. 
    “It was a really good season for the team, we’ve im-
proved a lot since last year,” junior Maddy Reem said. 
   Sophomore Elizabeth Hocking agreed.  
    “I would say we had a very good season,” Hocking said. 
“We’ve won a lot more meets than we did last year.”
   This year’s Regional meet was a jumble of gymnasts 
-- flipping, balancing, and jumping. If a girl did well, the 

Carolynn Gragg
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Gymnasts finish 7th a Regionals
fans made sure to show it. 
   Watching the girls, the initial look of anxiety before 
their event – the balance beam, vault, and floor competi-
tion – was soon replaced by their relief afterwards. 
   Last year, the team was made up of seven girls. This 
year, 14 were on the team. This had a lot to do with the 
team’s success.   
   There are five girls from Seaholm, eight girls from 
Groves, and one girl from Lamphere on the team. 
   According to junior Tessa Raymond, the best part of the 
season for the team was the meet against Walled Lake. It 
was Birmingham’s first win of the season.
    “We improved a lot just in that meet,” said Raymond. 
   The team’s 134.450 fell just short of their season high 
of 136 – their winning mark from a tri-meet earlier in 
the season. 
   Two individuals from the team -- Justina Peterson from 
Lamphere and Katie Sullivan from Groves – will move on 
to the state meet. The rest will look back on what they’re 
calling a solid season and on to next year.
  “Even though the team didn’t make it to States, we still 
did well at Regionals,” said Raymond.

Team’s rebuilding season ends
Graham Gettel 
Staff Writer
Ggettel@seaholmhighlander.com

Maples win on senior night
Blake Keaton
Staff Writer
Bkeaton@seaholmhighlander.com
   Seaholm varsity basketball ended their regular season 
on a high note with a 63-45 win over Detroit Loyola 
in the seniors’ last home game of their high school 
basketball career.
   “It’s like the best feeling in the world to get a win at 
my last home game at Seaholm,” senior center Michael 
Putz said after Thursday victory.
   The win was the Maples’ second straight since the 
departure of starting point guard Christian Pino, who 
just transferred to Romulus last week.
   “We’ve really stepped it up the past two games,” senior 
co-captain Bradley White said. “We’ve been playing 
more as a team, moving the ball more and getting 
everyone shots.”
   Seaholm got off to a slow start, allowing Detroit 
Loyola to take the early lead at 14-12 at the end of the 
first quarter. 
   Once senior Braden Geraldo and senior Adam 
Banchiu checked back into the game after they changed 
into a new pair of shoes, the momentum swung back 

towards Seaholm’s way.
   “We came out with a lot of energy and just wanted 
it more,” Geraldo said, “I wish we could have done it 
while still wearing our ‘swag’ shoes, but I’m still glad we 
played well.”
   In the second quarter the Maples caught fire and out-
scored Loyola 15-4 to take the lead at the half, 27-18.      
   Lead by the hot shooting of Banchiu, who was 3-3 
from behind the arc, totaling nine points in the first half.
   Seaholm did not let off the gas in the second half, ex-
panding their lead to 17 by the end of the third quarter.    
   The Maples played with high energy all night, rotating 
players from the bench constantly to keep fresh legs and 
give everyone a chance to play in the final home game 
of the year.
  “The best feeling is when the entire team gets to play,” 
said senior co-captain Matt Lindsey. “Pretty much 
everyone scored, seniors played a ton and our hard work 
paid off.”
   Nine different players contributed to Seaholm’s scor-
ing, led by senior Shawn Conway, who had a game high 
21 points.
Banchiu finished the game with 14 points, going 4-6 on 
three-pointers.

Men’s basketball

   The girls’ varsity basketball team’s season ended last 
week with a 63-26 loss to state powerhouse Birmingham 
Marian in the first round of the District playoffs.
   And even though the team finished 3-17, players still 
felt that the season had its successes.
   “I thought that in general we were a great team,” 
senior Emma Davis said. “Our record might not have 
shown it, but we understood how each other played and 
we were able to grow together.”
   Head Coach Steve Hasler agreed.
    “One of the things I think I was most proud of this 
team was [that] they fought through a lot of losses and 
they really hung in there,” Hasler said. “They just had a 
good attitude and they continued to work hard.”
    Davis said the team will continue to grow and 
improve.
    “We had really big shoes to fill, having had eight se-
niors graduate last year,” Davis said. “I think as the team 

continues to improve, they’ll grow to fit those shoes and 
then some.”
     Hasler said the players got better over the course of 
the season.
     “They all improved, that was one of the highlights we 
had,” Hasler said. “Erin Neuenfeldt and Kathy Quigley 
were on varsity as freshmen, so this was their second year 
on varsity and they improved [greatly], but so did the 
other girls that came up from JV.”
     Hasler hopes that this pattern will continue for next 
year’s season.
     “I think they really wanted to just get better as a 
group,” Hasler said. “Most of them are coming back 
next year so I’m hoping that they can get better as a 
group and have a better year next year.”
     Though the team was younger than Davis, she felt 
that the girls really helped her improve.
      “I felt that the younger players helped me improve 
personally because they are all so talented and they chal-
lenged me so much,” Davis said. “They put me in my 
place more than once and as they continue to mature as 
players they will own the court.”

Women’s basketball

Marian finishes girls’ season 
Erin Houghton
Staff Writer
Ehoughton@seaholmhighlander.com

Gymnastics 

Wrestling

Editor’s note: Wednesday’s district playoff game ended past 
deadline. For updated results, go to www.seaholmhighlander.com 

  Despite being a rebuilding year for the varsity wrestling 
team, the squad finished 2011 13-10 and provided a 
foundation for the future.
  Junior Nolan McPartlin provided a bright spot and a 
glimpse of things to come when he qualified for the re-
gional meet. McPartlin, who wrestled at 160 lbs, was the 
only Seaholm wrestler to make it out of districts.
 “I went to the Regional tournament but I got knocked 
out pretty quick, unfortunately,” McPartlin said.”
   With freshmen and sophomores making up many of 
the new wrestlers the team expected 2010-11 to provide 
a foundation.
    “Our team has been growing a lot, this year was more 
of a growing year because we lost so many varsity seniors 
the past two years,” senior varsity wrestler Scott Nelson 
said.

   “I thought we did pretty well, because we had a bunch 
of new guys,” junior Ryan Law said.
   Nelson  said his individual season was “all right”.
   “I came in third in leagues, but didn’t win a match in 
districts,” Nelson said.
    “I thought I did ok,” said Law, who finished 34-9 on 
the season. “I didn’t really get as far as I hoped.”
    Law expects the team to be improved next year.
    “I think we’ll be a lot better [next year] than this previ-
ous season,” Law said.
    Nelson said the experience wasn’t always there, but the 
talent was.
    “We had some rough patches and should have won 
meets that we lost,” Nelson said. “When our team was 
all with it and wrestling to their full extent, we wrestled 
extremely well.”
    “We’ll be good [next year],” Law said. “Everyone that is 
a freshman right now has a bunch of potential. They’ll be 
getting better – I know that for sure.”
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Swimming

Team eyes state title

The Seaholm swim team celebrates their league title. The top-ranked Maples will send 18 swimmers to the State Championship meet this weekend 
Photo courtesy Maniaci family. 
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Skiing

Dance team 
qualifies for 
nationals 
Simon Schuster
Graphics Editor 
Sschuster@seaholmhighlander.com

   For the third consecutive year, Maple Motion placed 
first at the Birch Run SPIRIT SHINE competition to 
become state champions in competitive dance. 
   Senior and Maple Motion member Laura Stanley sum-
marized MaMo’s performance at the competition.
   “We competed in all three of our dances: pom, kick, 
and team at the competition, and we got first place in 
all of them,” Stanley said. “Pom is definitely our hardest, 
most impressive routine and we performed it well.”
   Team member CJ Young described the moment.
   “I was so happy when we won the state title,” Young 
said. “My teammates and I all screamed and ran to get 
our trophy when they announced us. It was such an excit-
ing moment.”
   Senior Paige Brehm cited the extra effort the team put 
in this year as the key to the dance team’s success.
   “I think we really deserved it,” Brehm said. “We really 
stepped it up from last year. We worked really hard.”
   As state champions, Maple Motion will now be going 
on to compete at the 2011 NCA/NDA National Cham-
pionships, March 12 and 13 in Orlando, Florida. Al-
though MaMo has attended Nationals before, they have 
yet to grab the top spot.
   Prospects are high for this year’s team, who anticipate 
even greater success at Nationals than in past years. 
   “This year’s team is a lot closer than last year’s. We are 
all such good friends that there is no drama and we all 
help build each other up,” Stanley said. “We give each 
other things to work on, and encouragement when we do 
something right.”
   Alongside teamwork, Paige Brehm maintains that the 
drive the team has exhibited thus far will be vital.
   “We’re a lot more focused, people really want it,” Brehm 
said. “Last year was kind of more fun. This year is defi-
nitely more serious.”

BU falls to St. 
Clair Shores 
Annie Stenback
Deputy Lifestyles Editor 
Astenback@seaholmhighlander.com

MaMo

Hockey

Follow Seaholm sports!

@highlandermaple

Get scores, 
updates and 
quotes from all 
of Seaholm’s
biggest games 

   Now that the boys swim team has the League title un-
der their belt, they only have one thing on their mind: 
the state title. 
  “I am very excited about winning the League meet,” 
Head Coach Tom Wyllie said. “The last time we 
captured the League title was in 2008 so it feels good to 
bring it back to Seaholm.” 
   In addition to being league champions, the 2010-
2011 boys’ swim team is currently the number one 
Division II team in the state, which hasn’t happened 
since 1965. 
   “It’s a really cool feeling to be a part of the team 
ranked as first in the state,” junior state team member 
Colin Finley said. “It’s cool to feel like you’re part of 
something that’s so successful.”
   While the team holds the top spot in Division II, that 
doesn’t mean they’re easing up as the end of the season 
approaches. 
   “Our coach has us training harder than we’ve ever 
trained,” junior state team member Danny Girdler said. 
“It’s the hardest year that I’ve ever been on the team.” 
   Wyllie has the team mimicking the type of practices 
that colleges swimmers do. 
   “I think it’s just a matter of treating every swimmer 

equally, in terms of their value,” Wyllie said. “They all 
have something to contribute to the team. One of the 
things I have been doing is really challenging them with 
workouts and practices that are actually practices that 
college level swimmers would do. And they’re actually 
able to handle that challenge.  This team’s probably more 
fit, if not as fit or more fit than previous teams.”
    Finley said that it is a lot of hard work. 
   “It’s really tiring, but after you race and drop time, all 
the work is worth it,” Finley said. 
   The hard work paid off for Finley -- he was one of the 
swimmers to make the state cut. 
   “I had to focus on my swimming throughout the 
entire season and work as hard as I could at every single 
practice,” Finley said. “It is 19 hours a week of hard 
work that all comes together when you get the state cut.” 
   The state team this year entails seniors Jim LaFave 
(54.12, 56.27) , Matt Maniaci (22.63, 50.33), Luyi 
Pinter (1:50.87, 5:00.36, Spencer Rogers (21.30, 48.63) 
Patrick Sheppell (4:43.81, 1:46.96) , Nick Wyllie 
(1:46.12, 4:47.38) 
   It also includes juniors Colin Finley (57.77, 55.98), 
Danny Girdler (4:58.36, 1:50.14) Daniel Hernan-
dez (50.01, 22.84), Jack Howard (2:02.51, 1:01.86), 
sophomores Zach Miller (2:04.52, 55.94), Connor 
Saeli (56.03, 50.12), Addison Williams (22.93), Matt 
Wolkhamer (2: 05. 39, 1:01.39),and freshmen:  Nathan 
Anderson (22.87) , Alec Girdler (1:41. 20, 4.47.33), 

Cliff Ross (56.10), Mike Shaben (22.66, 50.34).
   “We have 18 swimmers that made the cut this year, 
equally the most we have ever had qualify for a state 
meet,” Wyllie said. 
 “I’m really excited to compete in such a prestigious 
meet,” Girdler said.  
   Girdler made cuts in the 200 freestyle, the 500 
freestyle, and the 100 backstroke. However, he’ll only be 
swimming the 200 and 500 at states. 
   “My goal at states is to make it back in the top eight in 
both of my events,” Girdler said. 
   With only a couple of days until the state meet, Wyllie 
hopes that if the team swims their personal best times, 
they have a shot at winning the title.
   However, if the team does swim their personal best 
times and doesn’t win the state title, Wyllie’s all right 
with that. 
  “At least we know brought our best shot, and it just 
wasn’t meant to be,” Wyllie said. 
   For Girdler, he said another one of the team’s main 
goals is to do it all again next year. 
   Wyllie believes if the team is meant to win the state 
title, they will.
   “The rest is really up to fate,” Wyllie said. 
   And for those who achieved state cuts, Wyllie has his 
own theory. 
   “I like to tell our swimmers to shoot for the stars 
because if you shoot for the moon and miss, you might 
find that you’ve landed back here on Earth,” Wyllie said.   
“If you shoot for the stars and miss, however, you might 
find that you’ve landed on the moon.  I guess you could 
say that the swimmers that achieved their cuts are the 
ones fortunate enough to have landed on the moon.”
 

   On Monday, February 28, most students returned to 
school after Midwinter Break. 
   Isabel Osgood wasn’t one of them. She was hitting the 
slopes on Marquette Moun-
tain, decked out in a pair of 
heavy goggles, black ski boots 
and a thermal, winter jacket. 
   Osgood, a sophomore, and a 
Birmingham Unified ski team 
captain, was the only member 
from Seaholm and the only 
girl from the BU team who 
made it to the state finals. 
  Although she didn’t do as well 
as she hoped, Osgood looks 
forward to her junior and se-
nior years, where the possibil-
ity of scoring is even higher. 
    “[I] definitely want to go 
to states again, and hopefully 
place a little bit better,” said 
Osgood, who finished 45th in 
the state. “Senior year I’m hop-
ing to crack top 20 or maybe 
top 15 in states.” 
   For Osgood, this goal is far 
from unattainable.  Her final 
time in the women’s giant sla-
lom -- 1:08.58 -- was less than 
five seconds away from the top 
20.
   “If [Osgood] keeps going the 
way she’s going she can certain-

ly be one of the top skiers in the region and certainly one 
of the top skiers in the state,” BU ski coach, Joe Minock 
said. 
   Osgood started skiing when she was still a toddler, in-
spired by her parents who both skied on their high school 
teams. She didn’t officially join a team, though, until her 
freshman year at Seaholm. 

  “She’s an amazing 
skier,” Sophomore 
teammate Naomi 
Tashiro said. “She 
was amazing from 
the beginning 
and she’s amazing 
now.” 
   In alpine or 
downhill skiing 
on a high school 
team, there are 
two different types 
of events; Slalom 
and Giant Slalom 
(GS). 
Slalom involves 
poles placed 
closer together, 
and therefore has 
much quicker and 
shorter turns. In 
Giant Slalom, the 
poles are placed 
further apart. Os-
good qualified in 
both events. 
   “She did great 
on her first run,” 

Minock said. “On her second run she had a little bit of a 
tough time but the courses were really, really long and I 
can’t blame her.” 
  While Osgood has raw talent, she didn’t make it to states 
based on genetics alone. To be a state skier means to give 
up weekends and practice hard every chance given. 
   “It’s really demanding, I go up north every weekend and 
I don’t get home until, like, 7:30 most nights,” Osgood 
said. “It’s just really tiring.” 
   Osgood loves the sport and plans to continue through-
out college and after, despite social opportunities she has 
to give up. 
   “I definitely plan on skiing the rest of my life,” Osgood 
said. 
   With the grueling and sometimes daylong prac-
tices, Osgood and some of her teammates do their 
best to make every minute enjoyable and fun. 
   “We always roar at the beginning [of each race],” 
Osgood said.  “It’s just kinda funny, you push outta 
the start gate and do this big roar.” 
   In skiing, as with any sport, role models can be 
important and influen-
tial. Osgood looks up to 
Olympian and World 
Champion Skier Lindsey 
Vonn.  
   “Lindsey Vonn, she’s 
amazing, Osgood said. 
“She’s American and she 
won two or three medals 
in the last Olympics.
   As for advice, Osgood 
doesn’t have any. She be-
lieves anyone can ski. 
   “Just join the ski team,” 
Osgood said.  

Talented sophomore makes state cut

MaMo performs at the Birch Run competition. 
Photo Courtesy of Madison Boston

Sophomore captain  Osgood was the only Seaholm 
student at the state finals. Photo from Piper Yearbook

League champ boys swim team ranked 
top in the state for the first time in 46 years

   BU hockey’s season ended Saturday when they went 
down to St. Clair Shores 3-2. 
   They were playing catch up the whole game, giving up 
three goals in the first period.
   “We let up two quick goals and could never catch up. It 
came down to the last couple minutes but we didn’t fin-
ish ahead,” senior captain Kevin Wilberding said. “It was 
really hard for all the seniors being the last game but we 
look back at a great season.”
   Though the team lost in Regionals Wilberding main-
tains the season was a success. 
   “The season started off real slow, but we got it together 
as a team and went on a ten game unbeaten streak which 
really helped for the playoffs. It didn’t end up how we but 
we played well all year and had a great time.”
   In front of possibly the largest crowd that the Birming-
ham Ice Arena has ever seen, BU hockey blew through 
Troy Athens 6-2 to claim a district title. 
    “We had a good game [last time], but BU is the better 
team and brought it today,” Troy Athens head coach Joe 
Barone said after the game.
       The period ended in a 1-1 tie and it seemed as if the 
game would be a close battle.
    However, the game quickly broke open in the 2nd 
period, starting with a goal from Groves senior Chris 
Donnellon.
   That was followed by junior JD Hess’ deflection goal to 
give BU a two goal lead. 
   Donellon added another goal and senior Kevin Wil-
berding had a snipe before the period was over and BU 
went into the locker room holding a 5-2 lead. 
   Things start getting interesting in the third period as 
senior Jake Martin had a clean hit and laid an Athens 
player out.
   Some of the Athens players took it personally and went 
after Martin. 
   One player got Martin with a cross check to the back.
   Unfortunately for him it was right in front of one of the 
referees and he was given a 2:00 minor.

   Clearly disagreeing with 
the call, the Athens player 
started to argue with the 
referee and eventually 
found himself ejected with 
a game suspension. 
   Martin end up with the 
last laugh as he had the lone 
goal of the third period to 
make the final score 6-2 in 
favor of BU.
   “Nothing felt better than 
winning in front of the 
home crowd,” said Martin.


	Page 01 NEWS
	Page 02 NEWS
	Page 03 NEWS
	Page 04 OPINION
	Page 05 LIFE
	Page 06 LIFE
	Page 07 SPORTS
	Page 08 SPORTS

