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Escaping the Flames

  What 3 friends, Jessica Stanley, Sara Dzierbicki 
and Brooke Selis thought was going to be 
another normal road trip to Chicago, turned into 
a nightmare. 
   “They were screaming at me to stay back,” 
said Selis, describing how her friend and fellow 
senior, Jessica Stanley’s 2006 Ford Expedition 
became engulfed in flames in a matter of three 
minutes.  “It’s insane. You never think that a car 
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    In June of 2007, the cities of Birmingham and 
Bloomfield began a study conducted by Plante & 
Moran, a business management consulting firm, 
to learn if a consolidation between the two police 
and fire departments would be beneficial to the 
community. 
   According to Birmingham Chief of Police 
Richard Patterson, the study was meant to 
decipher whether or not a merger could even 
work; he believes it will.
   “I think this is a good thing because of the current 
economic climate,” Patterson said.
  According to the Police and Fire Consolidation 
Feasibility Study available on the City of 
Birmingham website, operational savings from a 
consolidated police department over the span of 
seven years could hit around $6.0 million.
  Because of the considerable size difference 
between Birmingham and Bloomfield, the money 
saved would be split approximately 60-40, the 
latter being Birmingham’s savings. 
   “The goal ultimately is to save the tax payers 
money and to provide the same service,” said 
Patterson. “The goal is also not to lay anybody 
off.”
   Since employee payroll makes up 85% of the 
department’s budget, any further cuts beyond the 
merger would have to come out of personnel. 
However, with a large number of employees 
contemplating retirement within the next few 
years, Patterson said they would cut costs by not 
hiring replacements.
   Some opposed to the consolidation worry 
that there will be less officers patrolling the 
Birmingham streets if they have a larger area to 
cover. 
   “I think the same traffic enforcements will be 
in place,” Patterson said. “Right now, without any 
additional officers, [the merger] should maintain 
what grounds we [currently] cover.”
   The consolidation would also add to the number 
of officers available for response in case of a large 

INSIDE:

emergency. 
  According to the Feasibility Study, the Bloomfield 
Police Department is significantly larger than 
Birmingham’s, so when combined the increased 
number of officers would mean a decrease in 
response times. 
   With so many officers at ready, located around 
the two cities, the likelihood of one being close by 
to an emergency greatly increases. 
   The study suggests that the two departments 
should relocate into one new building in order 
to save utility costs and group everyone together 
under one roof.
    The most desirable location for the new 
department is said to be the current 48th district court 
house building on Telegraph road, which is rented 
out by the court from the City of Bloomfield. The 
building would house the dispatch center, offices 
and the local jail. 
   While the city of Bloomfield has already approved 
the measure to consolidate, the Birmingham city 
commission has scheduled their final vote for their 
meeting on March 2nd at city hall at 7pm. Editor 
Note: Vote occurred after publication deadline. 
For up to date information, visit our website at 
www.seaholmhighlander.com.
  “ [If the measure passes] the next level will be 
to sit down and negotiate. We would see a full 
merger in 24 to 36 months,” said Patterson.
   For those worried that the consolidation will 
mean more officers giving out tickets, the advice 
would be to start slowing down now.
   “[Officers frequently sit at certain spots] because 
we have complaints in those locations from 
residents,”” Patterson said.
  A merger would mean more officers out and 
about at those spots, and more available to patrol 
less monitored roads. 
   Overall, a consolidation seems to be the favored 
motion, but a final decision will not be made until 
the March commission meeting date.
   “A merger will create a better level of service,” 
said Patterson. “The sooner we merge, the better 
it will be.”
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Two seniors evade disaster in nearly identical Ford explosions

Security Cameras: 
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Senior Jessica Stanley’s Ford Expedition was engulfed in flames only minutes after smoke was first sighted.     Photo Courtesy of Jessica Stanley

Junior Josh Schaefer speaks at school board meeting about cameras. Photo by Susie Plaggemars
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   The community will have to wait until a special 
March 10th School Board study session to hear 
any more discussion over a tentative installation 
of high school security cameras.
   After the Birmingham Public Schools Board 
of Education briefly discussed the possibility of 
of installing cameras in the local high schools at 
end of the February 10th board meeting, the board 
decided that the issue warranted more discussion 
and proposed holding a special public meeting 
separate from the regular board meetings in order 
to gather more information on the topic.
   “[Superintendent] Dr. Larson and I in discussion 
said that this is too big of a topic to handle at a 
board meeting and we need to spend more time 
on this and be through,” Board President Geri 
Rinschler said to The Highlander. “We want to do 
the topic justice.”
    Study sessions are defined by the board of 
education as special meetings separate from 

televised board meetings where the board gathers 
to discuss a certain topic in depth in order to further 
educate the board. The meetings are typically held 
in the School Boardroom at 7:00pm.
   “Study sessions are open to the public but there 
is usually not resolution reached,” said Rinschler.
    Because the board has not had a formal discussion 
with the Seaholm and Groves administrators that 
have expressed interest in camera installation, 
board members could not resolve the matter in 
the regular board meeting.
   “The administration has never provided us with 
any information,” said Rinschler. “There is such a 
vast array of security cameras, so there is research 
that will have to be done if the board decides to 
[resolve the issue].”
   “We have not looked at vendors or costs,” said 
Larson. “We are just looking to gather information 
for a study session.” 
    Although the meeting’s official agenda has yet to 
be created, Rinschler predicts that discussion could 
include formal presentation of what was seen at the 

is just going to blow up, you know?”  
   Dzierbicki was waiting at her house for Stanley 
to pick her up. 
    “When Jess left her house the car was totally 
fine,” said Dzierbicki.  
   But according to Stanley, things went from 
“fine” to fiery before they knew it.
    “It started [omitting] thick grey smoke,” said 
Stanley.  “It was like this really thick smoke and 

it happened in a matter of seconds.”  
   Dzierbicki’s father rushed out of the house to 
try and tame the fire, but when the girls saw the 
flames coming out from under the hood, they 
knew they had no time to waste. 
   “We had about 3 minutes of layover time, 
where we were able to pull everything out of 
my car,” said Stanley.  “After 3 minutes, it was 
engulfed in flames.”

   It took 16 minutes for the firemen to arrive at 
the scene, but there was no hope for the car.  
   “The car was already halfway gone,” said 
Dzierbicki. 
   The firefighters soon told the girls just how 
lucky they were.
   “They said if I had left ten minutes earlier, 
Sara and I would’ve been going 45 down 
Maple, and there was no way I would’ve had 
time to get out,” said Stanley.  
  When reality sank in, Dzierbicki realized the 
seriousness of the situation.
    “If we would have been moving, we would 
not have seen the black smoke and the car 
probably would have just exploded and we 
would have been dead,” said Dzierbicki. 
“Flat out. On the pavement. Dead.”
   In preparation for the road trip, Stanley had 
just filled up her gas tank.
    “The whole tank of gas blew up,” said 
Selis.
   For hours, the fire continued to rage.  
   “The firefighters said it was by far the worst 
car fire that any of them had ever seen,” said 
Dzierbicki.                

After the fire died down, Stanley’s parents 
later discovered that there had been a recall on 
several Ford vehicles.
   “My parents looked up [Ford] afterwards 
and there has been a recall on a lot of Ford 
cars, for a speedometer problem,” said 
Stanley.
   But the speedometer was clearly not the 
issue in Stanley’s case.  
   “Basically they can’t even determine how it 
happened because the car was so demolished.  
They think it was either an electrical fire or a 
gas line breakage.”
   Stanley was not the only Seaholm student 
who experienced problems with her Ford. 
On the evening of January 13, senior Molly 
Marx was just getting into bed when she 
heard the horn and alarm of her 2002 Ford 
Escape going off.
   “My dad opened the door of the car and 
there was all this smoke coming out,” said 
Marx. “He saw a little flame, and then within 
3 minutes, it was engulfed in flames.”
   When Marx’s father called the dealership 
where they had purchased the used car, he 
was informed that the 2002 model had been 
in for recall.
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   Over the next two years, Birmingham will be 
seeing some much-needed renovations to one of 
its most beloved, attractions, located in the heart of 
the downtown area. 
   Shain Park, located across from The Birmingham 
Community House between Martin and Merrill 
Streets, has seen a few propositions for restoration 
of the area in the past few years. However, the 
City of Birmingham Shain Park Subcommittee 
has come up with a new plan, which no longer 
includes an intended underground parking 
structure. 
   “The main reason why we decided against 
the structure was because the cost was over our 
budget,” said Birmingham Planning Director 
Jana Ecker. “The new plan will cost significantly 
less.”
   Many other features have remained in the new 
plans, including a music pavilion, larger sitting 
area for lawn chairs, fountain, outdoor reading 
area, and maximized play area with additional 
equipment.
   “[There] will not be a raised stage, but rather a flat 
surface with sloped grassy area to it,” said Laurie 
Frick, Seaholm Choir Teacher and Birmingham’s 
Planning Board Subcommittee member.
   “The opportunity exists that there also could be 
an ice rink at some time in the future.  However, 
that is not part of this budget,” Frick said. 

   Seaholm senior Kristyn Volk, who was the 
Student Representative on the Birmingham Public 
Arts Board this past year, is looking forward to 
many new features in the park. 
   “A stage would be great,” Volk said. “It would 
probably be easier for Battle of the Bands to be set 
up, as well as all the other acts that perform over 
the summer.” 
   In order to accommodate these new features, the 
city plans on extending the park into the parking 
lot which is currently located directly across from 
the Birmingham Community House.  Even 
though between 60 and 100 parking spaces will 
be lost with the expansion, there will be alternative 
parking. 
   “We plan on adding additional parking on side 
streets, such as Martin, Henrietta, and Townsend,” 
Ecker said. 
   The city also plans on moving the Marshall 
Frederick Statue, which is currently located 
towards the center of the park. 
   “[ It will] be relocated to the street between the 
two areas of the park,” said Frick.
   Along with the new renovations in the park, 
Birmingham residents can also look for places in 
the park that they can rent out for special events. 
   “The new performance area can be a beautiful 
place for weddings, spring concerts, and other 
important events,” Frick said. 
   “I think the outdoor reading area is a great idea. I 
for one would definitely use it,” said Volk. 

City of Birmingham makes plans to redesign the public park in order to add 
new features for the year 2011

Shain Park Set for Renovation
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 Every other year, Seaholm’s cabinet gets to nominate a teacher 
to represent their district in the Oakland County Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year Program.
   This year, Leisa Passarelli was the clear choice.
   “We all agreed that Leisa Passarelli would be perfect for this 
nomination,” said Kristy Fekaris, Buisness Technology depart-
ment chair.
   Her method of teaching made Passarelli the perfect candidate 
for the nomination, according to Fekaris.
   “She has created the perfect mix, a great balance of a very pro-
fessional environment, but kids feel very comfortable there,” 
said Fekaris. “We have a lot of students who like to just hang 
out in the lab.”
   Principal Terry Piper agrees.
   “She’s extremely hard-working. She has a great work ethic 
and she just really knows her stuff,” said Piper.
   Piper pointed out that Passarelli is great at connecting with 
her students.
   “In addition to that, she just really connects with students so 
well,” said Piper. “Students really like her because she sets high 
standards for him, but she really cares about them.”
   Passarelli said she is honored to receive the nomination.
   “It’s extremely humbling, said Passarelli, “there’s a lot of 
great teachers at Groves and at Seaholm, and so I was very 
surprised.” 
   Passarelli, who has been teaching at Seaholm for 20 years, 
said that her favorite part of being a teacher is the students.
   “Everybody’s got their own stories and we have a great time. 

We have fun with computers, and along the way it’s like ‘Oh, 
we learned something,” said Passarelli.
   College and Career Center Advisor Georgeann Huszar be-
lieves that Passarelli definitely deserves the recognition.
   “She’s such a fabulous gal, she really is,” said Huszar. “I don’t 
think I’ve ever seen her without a smile on her face.” 
   She is one of three nominees from Birmingham Public 
Schools. Each district is allowed to choose one teacher from 
elementary school, middle school, and high school.
   The selection came through the Seaholm cabinet, consisting 

of department chairs, assistant principals Deb Boyer and Stacey 
Peterson, and Piper.
   Once the three teachers are chosen, they are assessed by a 
committee of nine judges. The nominees are awarded points 
in a variety of categories, and references from fellow teachers, 
students and more are also taken into consideration. In the end, 
the candidate with the most points wins. 
   There are three overall winners—one from each classifica-
tion. Each winner is awarded $2000. 

   Sophomore Zoe Gaber thinks that Passarelli deserves the 
nomination.
   “She is a really, really good teacher,” said Gaber. “We’re never 
confused at what we’re learning, and her tests aren’t extreme, 
they always cover what we’ve learned.”
   Though the tests may not be impossible, Fekaris points out 
that Passarelli is not a push-over.
   “She knows when [students] come in where they’re at, and 
she wants to see that improvement,” said Fekaris, “and she will 
let them know if they’re not at their level and they should be 
doing a little bit more.”
   Fekaris added that she is thrilled that Passarelli got the nomi-
nation.
   “She gets the recognition she deserves,” said Fekaris.
   Passarelli pointed out that the nomination is significant not 
only for her, but also for the entire Business Technology depart-
ment.
   “It validates us a little bit, because we are an elective depart-
ment,” said Passarelli. “The electives are important as well.”
  “She has created the perfect mix, a great 

balance of a very professional environment, 
but kids feel very comfortable there.”

   Kristy Fekaris
   Business Technology Department Chair

Seaholm Business Teacher is selected to 
compete for Oakland County’s 
Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award
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Business Tech teacher Leisa Passerellia helps a student after being named Oakland County Teacher of the Year      Photo Illustration By Celia Nelson

A conceptual map of Birmingham’s renovation plans for Shain Park, including the new use of Merril Rd., an outdoor 
amphitheatre and a fountain to utilize the park’s space.                 Photo courtesy of The City of Birmingham  

   Senior Stephanie Browne hadn’t been at the police sta-
tion more than 5 minutes before they received the call.
 “We immediately got in the car and went to the 
Townsend,” said Browne. “The woman was crazy; she 
was yelling and refused to pay a $4,000 bill. She was also 
threatening the manager with guns and knives.”
   “We were up there for almost an hour. She had been 
living at the hotel after she separated from her husband,” 
said Browne.
   Browne is just one of 36 students from Ben Harwood’s 
AP Government class who was able to participate in a 
police ride-along with an officer from the Birmingham 
Police Department. 
   “The ride along is one of nearly a dozen assignments I 
offer my AP Government students at the end of the sec-
ond trimester,” said Harwood. “They’re all part of a senior 
service project where the goal is to go beyond the book 
learning and participate in the process.”
    Harwood, who from 2002 to 2006 worked the midnight 
shift as a police dispatcher for the City of Grosse Pointe, 
said the assignment gives students the chance to realize 
there’s a person behind that badge.
   “It works to eliminate stereotypes teens have about po-
lice and gives them a glimpse into the world officers face 
every day,” said Harwood.
   In addition to the incident at the Townsend, Browne was 
involved in a hit and run investigation.
   “Someone ran a red light, so we sped down Woodward 
at 75 mph to catch the driver,” said Browne.

   Senior Elizabeth Donaldson witnessed an arrest on her 
ride-along.
   “A woman was refusing to pay for riding the city bus and 
causing a disturbance,” said Donaldson. “The cop had to 
push her against the car and arrest her. He handcuffed her 
and she was placed in the car. We went back to the station 
where she was booked and placed in a jail cell.” 
  For some, the assignment provided memorable mo-
ments. 
    Alex Palffy watched his officer process a Seaholm grad-
uate for a marijuana possession arrest.
   Leslie Armstrong, who in her ride-along report said “it 
was totally awesome -- I wish I could do it again,” wit-
nessed a semi-truck nearly tip over, after being stuck on a 
boulder at 15 Mile and Southfield.
   Other students didn’t experience as much action.
   Texting while driving. Speeding. Parking illegally to get 
free coffee at Starbucks. Making an illegal left turn. This 
is what senior Rachel Dickerman experienced on her two 
hour ride-along with a female police officer.
   “I couldn’t believe what she was doing. It was pretty fun, 
but she wasn’t very friendly,” said Dickerman.
   Dickerman was also witness to a car accident in the Pop-
pleton park neighborhood. She was able to get out, walk 
around and observe up close.
   The most exciting part for Dickerman was seeing the 
cameras all over downtown Birmingham.
   “It’s scary how much they can see. We are being watched 
all the time,” said Dickerman.
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“It was awesome. I wish I could do
 it again.”

-Senior Leslie Armstrong
AP Government Student

She’s Birmingham’s Best
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The Grand Vacation

Over break, students from Seaholm and Groves traveled across the country to admire the view from the Grand Canyon  Photos by Taylor Stewart   
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   A journey of a thousand miles begins with one 
step.
   For me, that one step started on February 14th, 
2009 at 5 o’clock in the morning. 
  One would think that combining students 
from rival schools Seaholm and Groves on a 
weeklong trip would be unexpected but it ended 
up being one of the most enjoyable trips for 
everyone involved. 
   “[It was] one of the best things I’ve ever done,” 
said Karen Otzen.
   Though the trip didn’t actually start until 
February 14th, the participating students prepared 
by climbing over 23 floors with a 30-pound 
backpack at the Southfield Towers. 
   Teacher Paul Van Ermen, who works in the 
Experiential Learning Center at Groves High 
School, has offered the Grand Canyon trip for 
the past few years but due to a lack of interest 
they haven’t been able to go. 
   This year, however, there was a high interest 
from both Seaholm and Groves and everyone 
able go. 
   Groves student Mariah Van Ermen was able 
to find out about this trip through her dad and 
his department.
   “It sounded phenomenal,” said Van Ermen.
   I am extremely grateful I went. This trip was 
challenging, life changing, extremely fun and 
all the participants were happy to not only bond 
with students from Seaholm, but with Groves 
students as well. We created friendships that will 
last a lifetime. 
   “I’m so glad I got to meet new people from 

Groves,” said junior Dara Holliday. “We knew 
nothing about them so it was refreshing to just 
become friends with them without the reputation 
drama”
   Van Ermen faced similar challenges.
   “I conquered a couple fears and did a lot more 
than I thought I would ever be physically capable 
of and learned some important things about 
myself in the process,” said Van Ermen
   The participating students met at Detroit Metro 
Airport to fly to Phoenix, Arizona, which takes 
approximately 5 hours, but due to the plane 
having to get de-iced, it took another hour and a 
half until the participants were able to leave, and 
then take about an hour-long connect flight to the 
Flagstaff Airport. 
   From there, we drove the hour and a half drive to 
the Grand Canyon. The weather at the top of the 
Canyon was frigid. 
   When the participants got to the Grand Canyon 
they were able to run over to the tourist ledge and 
look out over the Grand Canyon. 
   When Holliday first saw the canyon, she didn’t 
know what to think.
   “It was pretty much silence, you just had to try 
and take it all in,” said Holliday. 
   At dinner, we met the guide Wendy Johnston, 
who has both lived and raised her son in the 
Canyon but has also experienced the Grand 
Canyon, trails herself. 
   Johnston was a huge help throughout the entire 
trip with her expertise about the Grand Canyon 
and gave everyone a ton of support. 
   We spent the night of the 14th at the lodge, and in 
the morning we headed off to establish base camp 
which took us around 6 hours. 
   On the hike down, the participants hiked in a 
mild temperature, with snow, ice, mud, puddles, 

and sometimes were two feet from the ledge. 
   Each student had around a 40-50 pound pack, 
including a sleeping bag, a ridge rest, clothes, and 
community food. 
   The base camp was where we slept and ate 

each day and in the morning we left on day hikes 
during the day. 
   On our first day hike we hiked down to Burrow 
Springs, which was a stream where we were able 
to pump and filter our own water and also eat 
lunch. 
   After we hiked back up and ate dinner, we 
went to sleep underneath rock ledges where the 
temperature dropped to below 30 degrees, but we 
were well prepared with our 0 degree sleeping 
bags. 
    The next day we hiked down to the Colorado 

River where we ate lunch at Phantom Ranch 
and then hiked back up “Old Miner’s Trail” 
which only 11 people a year hike up. It was an 
experience for everyone. It was mostly rock and 
didn’t even look like a trail, but everyone made it 
up without a ton of effort. 
   That night everyone was tired and was thankful 
that the next day we were going on our solos. 
  Sometimes we went to Solos, where Leeandrea 
Boyer—also a teacher at Groves High School, 
Johnston, and Van Ermen took us to separate 
spots where no other student could see each 
other and we were to do whatever we liked 
within the boundaries that our guides gave. 
   Everyone enjoyed having a day to themselves 
where they were able to read, eat, think, and just 
take in one of the natural wonders of the world.  
   After five or six hours, our guides came and 
picked us up and leaded us to Johnston who 
showed us 800-year-old petroglyphs that were 
still visible. 
   Our solo day was our last full day in the canyon. 
That night we had one of our nightly group get 
together where we met up, lit our candles, and 
everyone shared a high point of their day. 
   In the morning we had a cold breakfast, 
repacked our packs, and hiked back up to the top 
in five and a half hours. 
   When we got back to the lodge we were able 
to take showers and eat real food—instead of 
dehydrated food. Before everyone went to bed, 
we all met up together in Van Ermen’s room 
where we wrote down the places, things, and 
things that we felt we accomplished and then 
shared within the group a few of each thing. 
   After we were done, we were asked to pass 
our sheet of paper to someone next to us and 

everyone shared 
something that they 
saw we accomplished 
or a personality trait that 
they liked within us. 
   In the morning, we 
woke up, finished 
packing, grabbed 
breakfast, and drove 
back to the Flagstaff 
airport. 
   We flew back to 
Phoenix where we had 
to hurry and catch the 
flight back to Detroit. 
  When we arrived in 
Detroit it was bittersweet 
because everyone was 

sad that our trip was 
over.    
   Everyone said their 

goodbyes but we all knew that we are still going 
to stay in touch. Van Ermen is so grateful to “be 
able to look back after a couple hours of climbing 
Old Miner’s Trail or walking up South Kaibab 
Trail and being able to say ‘I just did that’ is the 
best feeling I could possibly imagine.” 
   “I’m glad everyone came. It wouldn’t have 
been as great if one of the people didn’t come,” 
said Scott Meldrum. 

Students bonded while hiking through the  Arizona hills. 

Students Serve City

Six Seaholm students were sworn in at the Bir-
mingham City Commission February 9th meeting 
to serve as a student representative on various City 
Boards. 
  Jesse Frank and Katherine Sherbin will serve their 
term on the Public Arts Board. On the Parks and 
Recreations Board will be Matthew Nicholls and 
Paige Sienkiewicz. Appointed to the Traffic and 
Public Safety Board is Zade Alsawah, and serving 
on the Historical Board will be Matthew Maertens.
    “I was selected to be in my top choice, traffic and 
safety board,” said Alsawah. “I live next to down-

town where many traffic conflicts happen, so i 
thought id be able to best give my opinion on that 
board.”
   For their one-year term, students will serve as non-
voting members but perform all other regular duties 
of an appointed adult representative, such as receive 
materials, participate in discussions and help shape 
decisions by lending a young person’s perspective. 
This experience provides them with community 
service and civic leadership credit.
   “Its a unique experience,” said Alsawah. “I felt like 
i could really help my community.”

   Seaholm’s musical, West Side Story has been 
auditioning males interested in being extras in the 
musical. 
   There are no previous requirements or prerequi-
sites that males need to have in order to become 
an extra. They just had to attend auditions and go 
to the practices and dress rehearsals. 
   About 10 Seaholm males auditioned to be ex-
tras in the musical, West Side Story. All the boys 
who auditioned were chosen, and will be partici-
pating in 2 to 3 scenes including the “Gym” and 
“Rumble” scenes. 
   The scenes will include mostly dancing and 
fighting, and the choreography will be taught to 
the boys at practices. 
   Extras will be needed a couple times a week un-
til dress rehearsals, and then they will be needed at 
every practice.
   “All of the boys were very enthusiastic,” said 
Tove Jackson, head of Seaholm’s Booster Chair 
and communications for the musical, “which was 
great.” 
   Jackson found Adam Fenton, a Seaholm senior, 
to be an “unexpected talent discovery.” His audi-
tion was “energetic, and exciting.”
   “I just had fun with the audition,” claims Fenton. 
“I didn’t take it too seriously, and tried to entertain 
the audience.”
   Seaholm senior Joey Bianchini also auditioned 
to be an extra in West Side Story. He took part in 
the musical Footloose last year and wanted to be 
part of the production again.
   “My audition went really well,” said Bianchini, 
“I’m glad I can be in the show this year. Even 
though I don’t have a huge part, it will still be a lot 
of fun without the huge commitment.” 
   Extras are needed so that more boys can be add-
ed to the fight scenes. Now that there are about 
10 more boys in the scenes that needed extras, the 
“Gym” and “Rumble” scenes will be much more 
full and energetic. 
   Show dates for West Side Story are March 
21st, 22nd, 27th, and 28th, 2009. Come support 
Seaholm’s musical West Side Story, as well as the 
cast and extras that are a part of the production. 

Alexandra Davidow
Staff Writer
Adavidow@seaholmhighlander.com

West Side’s 
Story: Extras 
Needed
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Students are inducted as student representatives to City Boards. Photo Courtesy of Cheryl Shettel

   “The ABS module was defective,” said Marx, 
“but they didn’t fix it or tell us [about the recall] 
beforehand.”
   According to Liz Sellers, General Manager of 
Dean Sellers Ford, it is the responsibility of the 
manufacturer to inform their customers of any 
product recalls.
   “We as a dealer are not directly responsible 
for notifying the customer,” said Sellers. “The 
manufacturer is.”
   The dealership, however, does play a role in the 

recall process.
   “In the past, Ford would send us a list of 
customers with what they call open recall,” said 
Sellers.  “To those customers that have vehicles 
where the recall hasn’t been performed yet, we 
would send a postcard out as a reminder.”  
   Once a customer is notified, they would then 
bring their car back to the dealership.
   “The dealership has to deal with the service 
recall repair that needs to be done on any recall,” 
said Sellers.  “Each recall will have a required 

What is left of the interior of Molly Marx’s Ford Escape      Photo Courtesy of Molly Marx

repair, and Ford Motor Company will send us the 
exact fix on what part to replace and what thing to 
do on the car.”
   Fortunately for the customer, there is no monetary 
cost for the company’s error.
   “There’s never a cost to the customer on a recall,” 
said Sellers.  “It’s strictly done at Ford’s cost. 
   In Marx’s case, Hibdon Motors, where she 
originally purchased her car, will not be held 
responsible for the problem.
   Citizens Insurance, not Ford, covered the 
damage for the Escape, and further legal action 
may be pursued.
   “It is up to [Citizens Insurance] if they wanted to 
go deal with Ford,” said Marx.
   Stanley’s car was a little bit more of a mess to 
clean up.
   “Insurance just has to look at it,” said Stanley.  
“They had to bring a lift, and just lift the rubble.  
It was terrible.”
   Like Marx, Stanley’s insurance is taking care of 
the all the costs, and they are still deciding whether 
or not to pursue the issue farther.
   “We contacted a Ford representative,” said 
Stanley, “and we might take it up with the 
company, so we’re not sure if there’s going to be 
a lawsuit there but our insurance is covering it as 
well.”
   All in all, after the smoke cleared and the fire 
died down, the girls were all just happy to be safe 
and sound.
   “People in the neighborhood were standing 
outside watching and Jess’s mom was hysterical 
crying and hugging us,” said Selis. “I’m so 
thankful that I have my two really good friends 
and me still alive.”  

Highlander Staff
News Brief
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Lahser and Novi tours where the administration 
took a closer look at cameras, as well as potential 
vendors and costs for installation.
   “When [Dr. Larson and I] sat down for [planning] 
we decided that there were a lot of things that we 
didn’t know,” said Rinchler. “I’m hoping we can 
cover it all but we probably won’t be able to in 
one meeting.”
   As far as the outcome of the study session goes, 
the School Board could move in many directions 
before reaching a resolution.
   “The board may say we don’t have enough 
information and direct administration to bring 

back more information,” said Rinchler. “Another 
scenario could be that board may say [the 
administration] has given us enough information 
and we are going to direct them to come up with 
a plan, although I don’t see that happened because 
there is so much information we still need.”
    But after recent rewiring was done at Seaholm’s 
student parking entrance, a location where the 
administration is interested in installing cameras 
near, students speculated that the school had 
moved forward with their plans without board 
approval.
   “Nothing has been done at all,” said Seaholm 

principal Terry Piper “[The rewiring] had nothing 
to do with cameras.”
   In the mean time, Seaholm students and staff 
can be assured that when the time comes for a 
decision to be made, the public will be notified.
   “Usually you can’t vote on a resolution without 
giving the public notice,” said Rinchler
    After the public was invited to discuss cameras 
at the February 10th board meeting, parents and 
students alike were able to express their views on 
the issue. 
    Among the individuals present for public 
comment was a Seaholm parent whose son was 

a victim of locker room theft this past school year, 
where numerous members of the Seaholm Boys 
swim team had their personal items stolen while 
at practice.
   “The unique thing about this crime was that the 
perpetrators of this theft were not students, but 
convicted criminals who had come from outside 
the school district,” said the parent during public 
comment.  “Thanks to the surveillance cameras in 
our parking lots, these young adults were seen and 
documented leaving the parking lot.” 
   The concerned parent expressed favor for 
surveillance cameras in Birmingham schools 
and fears that without them, students could find 
themselves in danger. 
   “The issue is safety,” said the parent. “I fear that if 
our kids had walked in while these criminals were 
violating our schools, we would be talking about a 

lot more than a couple of stolen cell phones.
    Seaholm students Scott Stoddard and Jake 
Drudges also spoke during public comment, 
expressing their economic concerns with installing 
cameras in the near future.
   “In our current economic situation, how can 
you justify an ineffective and expensive security 
system,” said junior Drudges. “We feel the board’s 
money could go to better use.”
   With the administration and School Board still 
needing more information, Rinchler says it’s too 
difficult to the outcome of this much discussed 
issue.
   “There are a lot of pieces to the puzzle that 
we don’t have access to just yet,” said Rinchler. 
“We need to gauge what the situation is and 
investigate.”



  4 The Highlander 248-203-3803
  www.seaholmhighlander.comLifestyles Friday, April 3, 2009

SEAHOLM PROM 2009

MICHAEL 
sMOCK

JAMES 
sTEVENS

JENTZEN 
MEHL

JESSICA 
sTANLEY

PAIGE 
YOUNG

SEAHOLM’S ELIGIBLE PROM
BACHELORS AND BACHELORETTES

MICHAEL sMOCK JAMES sTEVENS JENTZEN MEHL JESSICA sTANLEY PAIGE YOUNG
Looking for: 

“Someone who has mastered the 
stanky leg, or is at least open to learn-

ing how to execute it.”

Looking for: 
“Someone who could have a good time, not be 
shy, and just get out there and dance. I’m just 

excited to express myself and show who I really 
am.”

Looking for: 
“Someone who is smart, attractive, and fun. Also, 
someone that can keep up with me on the dance 
floor.”

Looking for: 
“Someone tall with defined pecs, a great smile, 
strong thigh muscles, and a nice rear end. Also, 
someone who is really entertaining and funny.”

Signature Dance Move: 
Lawn Mower, Running Man, Walk it out, 

Chicken Noodle Soup Dance

Signature Dance Move: 
Shoulder Lean

Signature Dance Move: 
Stanky Leg

Signature Dance Move: 
The Harlem Shake

Looking for: 
“Someone who is large and in charge who 
isn’t shy and will let me boss them around. I’m 
excited to make my date do whatever I want.”

Signature Dance Move: 

The Sprinkler

BIRMINGHAM’S BEST PROM DEALS:
LIMO PARTY BUS NAILS TUXEDOFLOWERS

BETSEY HELPS YOU DRESS TO IMPRESS

   Cameras flash.  The photographer asks for a few more photos 
before the big event.  Hours have been spent making the evening 
just perfect.  You and your date are ready to leave for the most highly 
anticipated event of the school year.  Your ‘Royal Night’ has finally 
arrived.

   Girls at Seaholm high school are looking forward to the big event, 
which is only a short three weeks away.  

   With that in mind, getting the perfect ensemble has to be on every 
girl’s to-do list.

   At Betsey Johnson, one of the many stores at that fills orders for 
Prom, the sales associates are confident that their styles are going to 
be a hit.

“All our dresses are short.  We don’t even have any long dresses in 
right now,” said Dannie Belcher, a sales associate at Betsey Johnson at 
Somerset Mall.“Anything A-Line is in,” said Belcher.

   Girls this season are sticking to traditional, yet sophisticated color 
palate when choosing their dresses. 

   “Pink or black are the most popular dress colors this season,” said 
Belcher.

   Simple styles are also popular
“The most popular dress is the Teen Vogue Style, which is a straight cut across 

the top, with a poofy skirt,” said Belcher.
   The Teen Vogue dress at Betsey Johnson costs $340 and comes in white and 

teal.
   All dresses come in many colors and have slight variations so if girls fit 

comfortably in one dress, they will have a variety of options to choose from.
   Betsey Johnson also designs many different jewelry pieces, which can go 

with any of the dress styles.  The designs range from long and gaudy, to simple 
and elegant.

   “[This season,] lots of charms and long necklaces are what have been selling,” 
said Belcher.

   Jewelry pieces range in price from $25 for small stud earrings to $150 for a 
charm-filled necklace.

   No outfit is complete without shoes, and Betsey Johnson claims to have 
the perfect answer to the most important footwear question; are the shoes 
comfortable?

   “The most popular shoe is the Glitter Polly,” said Belcher.  “They are super 
comfortable because Betsey herself used to be a dancer.”

   Giltter Polly’s are $220, and come in silver, white, and black.
   To ensure that no one from the same school buys the same dress, shoppers are 

encouraged to sign the dress book at the counter before leaving with their ‘royal’ 
fashions.

Mari Manoogian
Sports Editor
Mmanoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

AFFORDABLE 
FLOWERS:

(248) 644-2244

Bouttenier:
Carnation $3.25
Rose $7.00

Corsage:
Carnation $5.75
Rose $10.50

ENTERTAINMENT 
EXPRESS:

(248) 566-6085

Lincoln Limousine:
Ten person
Seven hours 
$440

*Gratuity included

ENTERTAINMENT 
EXPRESS:

(248) 566-6085

Party Bus:
20 person
Seven hours 
$590

*Gratuity included

NAILS ETC.:
(248) 566-6085

Manicure: $15

Pedicure: $25

Both: $40

*Prom deal* 
Mani-pedi combo $30

Average:

Just above $100

Between $80 and $150

*Prom deal* 
$25 off

PRESIDENT 
TUXEDO

(248) 644-5055
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    Some see it as high school, part two, immature 
and dramatic. Others call it a network of friends, 
or the best decision they’d made about college.  
For many Seaholm graduates, the decision to join 
a fraternity or sorority was an easy one—whether 
for it or against it.
   A survey conducted by the Highlander of recent 
Seaholm graduates found that 60% joined the 
Greek community upon entering college.
   Many pointed to the social aspect of Greek life 
as the biggest factor in deciding whether to join 
or not.
   “I thought it was a great way to make friends and 
be active and meet a different side of campus,” 
said Courtney Stacy, who graduated in 2006 and 
now attends the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son. 
   For Stacy, friendship wasn’t the only benefit of 
going Greek. 
   “It’s also a support system. If you have a bad 
day, or a family member dies, or you need advice 
or whatever, having 126 girls who I know I can 
unquestionably lean on and call my sisters is an 
amazing thing to be a part of,” Stacy said.
   “So far, I have loved being in a frat,” said Brian 
White, a freshman at Michigan State University. 
“I was looking for a way to branch out… and I 
have made a ton of new friends because of it.”

Alex Park
Staff Writer
Apark@seaholmhighlander.com

Seaholm Grads Go Greek
   The first step to joining the Greek community 
is rushing, the process of meeting sorority and 
fraternity members and experiencing the lifestyle.
   Lauren Wolkhamer, a freshman at Indiana 
University, describes the sorority rush process as 
“pretty stressful.”
   At Indiana, as at many universities, rush con-
sists of attending as many houses as possible and 
meeting all the members, while narrowing down 
houses in which the rushee is most interested. At 
the end of rush week, rushees receive bids from 
houses who choose them.
   If a rushee accepts an organization’s bid, he or 
she is then a pledge for a semester. Depending on 
the organization, pledging can be anything from a 
process of bonding to a nightmare.
   “For girls, pledging’s like nothing,” said Emmy 
Scheidt, a freshman at the University of Michigan 
and active member of the Alpha Chi Omega so-
rority. “Meetings, a test, learning about secret ritu-
als. For boys it can be like hell.”
   But it may be that fraternities are not the only 
organizations guilty of hazing. The Miami Uni-
versity of Ohio chapter of the Delta Delta Delta 
sorority, of which 2007 graduate Catherine Co-
uretas was a member, was banned from campus 
for hazing activities according to a Miami Student 
press release..
     Couretas could not comment on the incident 
due to an agreement with her sorority.
   Once pledging, be it positive or negative, is 
over, a pledge becomes an active. Active Greek 
life consists of parties, charity events, and campus 

Robotic Behavior

   For many seniors, spare time is a luxury and usu-
ally spent in relaxation.  For senior Derek Brewer, 
his free time is spent a little differently.
   “Well, I’m a big computer nerd,” Brewer said.  
   Brewer spends 3-4 hours every week day on 
computers, and more than 12 hours every week-
end.  
   “I build, tune, and maintain my own PC’s and do 
quite a bit of gaming on them,” said Brewer.     He 
estimates doing all of his own computer work has 
saved Brewer hundreds of dollars.
   This has been a hobby of Brewer’s since he was 
11 years old, when his grandfather gave him his 

Stephanie Browne
Staff Writer
Sbrowne@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Derek Brewer’s robot, built with Spencer Rogers and Matt Leon, took first prize in the Vex Robotic contest.                      Photo Courtesy of Derek Brewer

old computer.
   “Two days after I got it, it broke. In order to fix it, 
I had to learn an old operating system called DOS 
(Disk Operating System)…in the process, I guess 
I just got really geeked out about computers,” said 
Brewer. 
   Recently,  Brewer and his teammates, sopho-
more Spencer Rogers and senior Matt Leon, con-
structed their own working robot for the Vex Ro-
botic contest, which took place at Derby Middle 
School in early February, for their Systems Engi-
neering class, run by Bernie Simms. 
   “The event, held in the gymnasium, with music 
and sound system blaring,  was designed to dis-
play robotics and engineering to middle school 
students in the hope that they will sign up for an 
engineering class when they reach Seaholm,” said 

Simms.
    The goal of the competition was to create a robot 
that was able to place a tennis ball into a goal to 
score points.  After the class members were done 
moving their robots through the challenges, the 
kids watching the demonstration were allowed to 
take turns battling the robots to see who could get 
the most points.
   “The way my team and I decided to solve the 
problem of placing a tennis ball into the goal was 
forklift style design,” said Brewer.
   The team had to go through some failures before 
they reached their final design.
   “Well, some early ideas for the robot were a claw 
arm on the front, but the tennis balls usually just 
slipped out of the grips and we couldn’t get it to 
lift high enough,” said Brewer.

   The ingenuity of the team’s forklift design paid 
off.  They picked up the first place prize in the 
competition, which was the first time Brewer had 
worked on a robot for a competition.
   “This competition ranks right up with getting 
my Eagle Scout award in terms of pride, I don’t 
usually get an opportunity to compete like this,” 
said Brewer.
   What motivated Brewer the most in this contest, 
and in previous projects, wasn’t winning.
   “It’s fun to be given a problem and told ‘ok now 
go find a solution,’ the creativity of finding the so-
lution is exciting,” said Brewer.   
   Brewer, at this point, plans on becoming a com-
puter engineer in the future and will most likely 
attend Michigan Tech in the fall. 

   It appears that the dreary state of the economy 
isn’t slowing the annual rush of Seaholm’s se-
niors to popular spring break destinations such as 
Mexico, Florida and the Caribbean, as bookings 
to these popular beach destinations are strong ac-
cording to travel companies.  
   “We haven’t really noticed a difference in the 
amount bookings,” said Karen Glenn of Turner 
Travel and Tours. “The only difference has been 
that the number of family members accompany-
ing the students on trips has gone down, now only 
one parent will go with their student as opposed to 
the whole family.”
   This contradicts the notion that the economy 
would have a substantial effect on seniors pack-
ing their bags for the unscrupulous week of legal 
drinking and random hook-ups in foreign coun-
tries. 
   “I was going regardless of costs,” said senior 
John Lewis. “I planned this trip early and didn’t 
anticipate the economic crash.”

   Ever since she was in kindergarten, Maribeth 
Ruedisueli knew she was going to be a teacher.
   “It’s just a part of my heart,” said Ruedisueli.   
   It was her high school A.P. chemistry and phys-
ics teacher, Mr. DuHamel, who first sparked her 
interest in chemistry.
   “He had to retire after having me for three cours-
es,” Ruedisueli joked. “I even sent him a card.”
   She began her career as a chemistry teacher at 
Oak Park for 12 years. There, Ruedisueli was the 
Science Department Head and won numerous 
awards, including teacher of the year.
   She moved to Seaholm eight years ago, and 
she has been the Science department head for 4 
years.
   Ruedisueli has been department head at Seaholm 
for eight years, and was also department head at 
Oak Park for four years.
   “This entire [Seaholm] staff is dynamic and 
superior,” said Ruedisueli. “It’s wonderful to be 
a part of it.”
   Science teacher Annie Burnham explained that 
Ruedisueli is a valuable member in the Seaholm 
staff.
   “She’s very dedicated as a department head,” 
said Burnham. “And to the growth of the science 
program and to her students.”
   Her dedication doesn’t just apply to the class-
room. 
   Every morning Ruedisueli gets up at 4:20, and 
leaves her house to come to school around 6.
   Ruedisueli’s unique classroom style makes her 

a favorite among students. During Halloween, 
Ruedisueli puts on a show in the form of “Profes-
sor Von Rudy”. Ruedisueli dresses up as a mad 
scientist and performs an experiment to the song 
“Monster Mash”.
   Ruedisueli does not just entertain her students. 
She stresses that  will do anything for her stu-
dents.
   “[I’m proud] anytime a student is successful,” 
said Ruedisueli. “I’ll embarrass myself if it will 
help my students do well.” 
   Junior Giovanna Gojcaj has grown fond of Rue-
disueli over the last trimester.
   “She makes chemistry interesting,” said Gojcaj. 
“She tells the greatest stories and the makes the 
funniest jokes.”
   “I absolutely love teaching chemistry at 
Seaholm,” said Ruedisueli. “The students are 
fabulous.”
   With Gojcaj, the feeling is mutual. 
  “I think she’s the world’s greatest teacher,” said 
Gojcaj.

Sarah Belton
Staff Writer
Sbelton@seaholmhighlander.com

Chemistry 
teacher’s 

dedication 
is valued 

by faculty, 
students

outings.
   “Mom’s weekend, charity auctions, brunches, 
formals, semi formals, Relay for Life, parties… 
there’s something going on every weekend when 
you’re Greek,” said Wolkhamer.
  Not all Greek organizations exist for social pur-
poses. Professional fraternities offer members 
unique networking opportunities and an easy in to 
the industry of their choice
   2008 graduate Sam Schiebold is a member of 
Alpha Kappa Psi at the University of Michigan, a 
business fraternity.
   “We don’t have a house and we’re co-ed,” said 
Schiebold of the difference between social and 
professional fraternities. “We have to complete 
sixty interviews with brothers before we can be 
initiated. It’s a lot less about mixers and things like 
that.”
   “The main goal is to help kids who want to go 
into business network and make connections, to 
bring them together,” said Schiebold. “I’ve met 
so many accomplished students. It’s been a great 
experience.”
   However, not all Seaholm alumni are as en-
thused about Greek life.
   Jeff Julius, who graduated in 2007 and now 
attends Michigan State University, summed up 
many students’ attitude toward the Greek com-
munity when explaining why he never chose to 
join a fraternity.
   “I will never nor have I even considered [join-
ing,]” said Julius.
   “I’m not a douche. I can’t chug 12 beers of Natty 

Charlie Filips
Co-Editor in Chief
Cfilips@seaholmhighlander.com

Ice and not be drunk. I can’t feel cool wearing two 
popped collars and I’m not gay enough.”
  As for sorority life, Katie Lee, a 2008 graduate 
who attends the University of Michigan, says that 
it is “just not my scene.”
   “I’m just not the type of person to drink until I 
puke and wear tiny clothes and giant heels when 
Ann Arbor is covered in snow and ice,” Lee said.
   Lee acknowledged that her take on Greek life 
might seem “harsh,” saying, “I have nothing 
against them, [but] there are other ways to find a 
community on campus.”
   The sports community, for example, is often en-
tirely separate from the Greek community. In fact, 
many student athletes felt that they never had the 
choice to go Greek in the first place. 
   Ted Howard, a runner at the University of Michi-
gan, explained that for athletes, joining a fraternity 
or sorority is rarely an option.
   “The NCAA doesn’t really support athlete’s de-
cisions to join frats,” said Howard. “The [Michi-
gan] chapter of the NCAA [has been known] to 
give athletes a choice to either depledge the frat or 
quit the team.” 
   An athlete’s heavy commitment to a sport is an-
other factor preventing them from joining a frater-
nity or sorority.
   “In some ways, your team is its own frat or so-
rority,” said Andrew Skandalaris, a 2008 graduate 
and swimmer at Michigan State University. “I do 
know of some athletes in frats but the numbers are 
very, very limited.”
   Skandalaris also cited common Greek activi-

ties like partying as a reason for athletes not to go 
Greek.
   “There are very common times in which some 
frat activities are pretty much outlawed, and it 
would be a total downer if you were missing out 
on them,” said Skandalaris. 
   Alcohol does play a large role in Greek life, but 
many governing bodies discourage or even ban 
the use of alcohol on organization property.
   “We drink when we go to frats, but we’re not 
allowed to have any in the house. It’s strictly off-
limits. No pre-gaming at the house, no having any 
alcohol in your room even if you’re 21. It’s not 
allowed,” said Wolkhamer.
   As for the pressure to imbibe, Wolkhamer says 
that while everyone does it, it’s up to the student to 
make the decision to drink or not.
   “It’s your choice, really. No one’s trying to force 
you to do anything that you don’t want to,” said 
Wolkhamer.
   Ultimately, the decision to go Greek is similarly 
up to the student. 
   “I know plenty of people who are happy as a 
clam in a frat, and plenty of people are glad they 
never rushed, while there are tons of horror stories 
about people who join frats and hate them, and 
people who regret not rushing so they rush during 
winter term,” Howard said.
   “You name it, it’s probably happened—that in 
itself sums up the pros and cons of Greek sys-
tems.”

Spring breakers unfazed by economy
   According to the February 2nd 2009 edition of 
the USA Today, “The student business is more 
resilient to the economy because it’s like a once in 
a lifetime trip a lot of times kids will go no matter 
what.”
   However, senior Kevin Buxton acknowledges 
that the economy and the nature of travel to cost 
more when booked close to the time of departure 
played into his decision to schedule his trip to 
Mexico as early as possible. 
   “It (scheduling spring break trips) comes as 
more of a burden, looking at costs, and you have 
to think more of a family’s abilities to pay for 
everything,” said Buxton. “I planned the trip this 
summer, earlier than normal because we weren’t 
sure if we would have been able to cover the high-
er costs that come later.”
   This year’s hot spot beach side get-a-way is 
Playa del Carmen, located in the Quintana Roo 
of Southeast Mexico, where dozens of Seaholm 
seniors will vacation from April 4th-April 14th.   
Anticipated costs to resorts in Playa are ranging 
anywhere from $1,200 to $3,000, a relatively 
hefty sum for families looking to cut costs. 
    “A lot of kids parents work for auto companies 
so I definitely think it’s going to have an impact on 

kids going to spring break,” said Lewis. 
   Regardless of the economy, Seaholm students 
have made it clear heading south of the border is 
essential for their Spring Break festivities; howev-
er the US government has strongly recommended 
US citizens avoid Mexican travel. Within the past 
six months thousands have died in relation to in-
creased violence amongst Mexican drug cartels 
involved in the trafficking of narcotics. 
   According to the US Department of State’s 
website “It is imperative that travelers understand 
the risks of travel to Mexico, how best to avoid 
dangerous situations, and whom to contact if one 
becomes a crime victim.” 
   “Had I known earlier it (the violence) probably 
would have played into my decision,” said senior 
Lauren Kirby. “My parents haven’t seen the de-
tails, but they’re pretty overprotective, they prob-
ably would have debated it (the decision to go) a 
lot longer.” 
   Additional acts influencing the State Depart-
ments decision to issue a travel advisory warning 
against Mexico are that in recent years “dozens of 
U.S. citizens have been kidnapped across Mex-
ico and robberies, homicides, petty thefts, and 
carjackings have all increased over the last year 

across Mexico.” 
   Common-sense precautions such as visiting 
only legitimate business and tourist areas during 
daylight hours, and avoiding areas where prostitu-
tion and drug dealing might occur, can help ensure 
that travel to Mexico is safe and enjoyable. 
   “It (the escalation of violence in Mexico) is 
something I am required to inform people about 
for their safety,” said Glenn. “The locations where 
students travel are all tourist and business destina-
tions far from the danger, I was just in Mexico and 
I wasn’t concerned.” 
   However dangerous and volatile the current 
escalation of violence has become; regardless of 
whether or not the economy dwindles down into 
the abysmal depths of complete financial ruin, 
one can count on finding the fortuitous students of 
Seahom soaking up the prodigious Mexican sun 
light of early April.   
   “Even with the increase in violence, I would 
have been like ‘It’s on like Donkey Kong’ about 
spring break regardless,” said senior Scott Covey. 
“I am legitimately hyped up about this trip mainly 
because I want to dance… dance all night in the 
sun light.” 

“I’ll embarrass 
myself  if it will 
help my students do 
well.”

-Maribeth Ruedis-
ueli, Science Depart-
ment chair 
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   “When 30 kids who have barely anything start 
blessing you with such faith, you know you have 
a lot to be thankful for.” 
   That is what junior  Ginny Melby emotionally 
recalled of her experience this mid-winter break.
   Melby, her family, and 20 other people spent 

Maddy Beauregard 
Staff Writer
Mbeauregard@seaholmhighlander.com

Ginny Melby bonds with Kenya natives and experiences the unique wildlife in Africa    Photos Courtesy of Ginny Melby 

Counselor by day, 
author by night

Beth Oelke
Staff Writer
Boelke@seaholmhighlander.com
    “You get one life, and it takes people too long 
to realize what their passion is,” said college 
and career center advisor Georgeann Huszar. 
   When entering the college and career cen-
ter, students will most probably be greeted by 
the friendly smile and the warm welcome of 
Huszar. However, there is more to the career 
advisor than what meets the eye. 
   Huszar is in the process of writing a book. 
Writing was something she had always done; 
in fact she collected years worth of ideas before 
actually deciding to write the book. 
   Huszar’s close friends and family encouraged 
her to write a book, but she never really took 
interest in doing something with her writing. 
   “I would say to them I am not writing a book, 
but here I am,” said Huszar.
   The Ladies Who Launch Group really pushed 
Huszar to write her book when she joined the 

group about 5-6 years ago. It was in this group 
where Huszar started to put together her ideas 
in order to create a book. 
   However, it wasn’t just joining this group that 
allowed Huszar to pursue her dream; it was 
also her everyday life. 
   “I want to inspire, the career center has been 
my education,” said Huszar.  After all this will 
be her 20th year at Seaholm. 
   One great thing about Huszar’s book is that 
it is related to her life, but students identify with 
it. Besides putting a book out, another passion 
of hers is helping out the students.
    “I couldn’t have done it without the [stu-
dents].” Mrs. Huszar has been able to relate 
students through the career center, and also 
encourages the students to always to believe in 
themselves.
   Not much information can be given about 
the storyline of Huszar’s book, due to the fact 
that it is in the process of being copyrighted, but 
Huszar does say the book is more visual.
    “I love to do something with nothing,” she 
said. She is always designing things for the col-
lege and career center, but she also been asked 
by faculty and friends to do other design work 
such as flower arrangements and the design for 
the spring award ceremony. 
   Huszar plans to have her book out by May at 
the latest, but it’s not just the book that Huszar 
is working on, she also wants to create clothing, 
furniture, and possibly a deck of cards with her 
characters from the book, along with ideas of 
writing a skit. 
   She also says that she is considering writing a 
second book in the future.
   “I am so excited and can’t wait to put it out 
there.”

Counsler Huszar shares her passion  for writing

“I want to inspire”

-Georgeann Huszar
College and Career 
Counselor 

break aiding children in Kenya through an organi-
zation called Kids Alive Kenya.
   This was not the first time that Melby and her 
family visited a foreign country in the name of 
service. They have also traveled to the Dominican 
Republic 3 times with 2 different organizations: 
Kids Alive International and Samaritans Purse.
   “We usually go with ministries that we support 
to see their work,” Melby said. “It’s not so much 
about sightseeing than it is about seeing what they 
really do.”

   Melby’s father ,Scott is on the board at Kids 
Alive. Kids Alive Kenya provides a home for 
children of any age while teaching them neces-
sary life skills. 
   “They raise these children to be useful, produc-
tive citizens for their country,” said Melby.
 The organization itself displays great pride in 
their country. In fact, almost everyone who helps 
to raise the children is native to Kenya.
   The children attend elementary school on cam-
pus before moving on to a public high school, 

where they are usually at the top of their class. 
They continue to live with the organization until 
college, which Kids Alive Kenya also helps to 
fund.
   “The children have such sweet, hopeful spirits. 
Most of them wanted to be doctors, or lawyers, or 
pilots,” said Melby.
   When she witnessed 5 college graduates who 
had previously lived with Kids Alive Kenya visit 
the younger children of the organization, Melby 
was touched.
   “You could tell how much the younger children 
really look up to the graduates,” Melby recalls. 
“What is so sad is that they [Keep Kids Alive 
Kenya] constantly have to turn children away be-
cause they don’t have enough room. That’s why 
we want to help.”
   Within the organization, there are different 
campuses in various cities across Kenya such as 
Nyando and Kurundas. Most campuses include 
a meeting center and a boys and/or girls home. 
Melby also visited the Mt. Kenya boy’s home 
with the president of Kids Alive, Al Lackey. 
   “[There are] great accommodations for Kenya 
but definitely not what we are used to here,”said 
Melby.
   Melby and her family also visited the church 
that some of the children of Kids Alive go to in 
Kisumu, a city in Western Kenya.
   “What really hit my heart was when one 16 year 
old orphan girl got up to sing Count Your Bless-
ings,” said Melby. “What more can I say?”
   Along with visiting the actual campuses of Kids 
Alive Kenya, Melby traveled to various parts of 
Kenya such as Kiberu, the largest slum in Kenya.
   “Those pictures on TV of starving children and 
orphans on the streets became real to me,” said 
Melby.
   Most of the children who live with Kids Alive 
Kenya are found to be HIV positive before enter-
ing the home. However, if it is found early enough, 
the virus can be reversed.
   Melby and her family support Kids Alive Kenya 
even when they are at home. In fact, Melby’s sister 
sponsors Joyce, a girl at the Kurundas home, by 
donating 35 dollars a month to go toward provid-
ing the child a good education, medical treatment, 
clothing, food, and a true sense of identity.
   “Sponsoring allows you to become a part of 
a child’s life and show them that people outside 
their home care for them. They will send pictures 
and letters to you. It’s a real person who is actually 
thankful for you, not just a face,” said Melby.
   “The whole trip was extremely eye-opening. At 
first when I got home, I started to feel guilty for 
all that I have and how I unintentionally use it so 
selfishly. But then I realized that I’m in a position 
of great opportunity to help these kids, instead of 
just feeling sorry for them. If I can, I will,” Melby 
said, “I left a piece of my heart in Kenya, and I’d 
love to go back someday. Maybe I’ll even work 
for Kids Alive.”
   If you would like to contact Kids Alive visit 
www.kidsalive.org or call 1-800-KIDS-330.

10 THINGS YOU MIGHT NOT 
KNOW ABOUT YOUR TEACHERS

Mrs.Martin took 2nd place running the 400 in the ACC division at 
the University of Maryland in 1992

Mr.Passarelli was a singing bus boy

Mr.Cibor practices yoga daily

Mr. Bruns has a “Jesus fish” tattoo on his ankle Ms.Moten used to work for the Detroit Red Wings

Mr.Michon used to drive race cars at the Mt. Clemens racetrack 
in 1984

Mr.Craig salsa dances

Mrs.DeBoer saw The Beatles play at a worn down warehouse in 
Liverpool before they were famous

Mrs.Pomroy saw Ella Fitzgerald at an airport and she sang her 
famous song “Hello Dolly”, but replaced the words with “Hello 

Katy” for her 9 month old daughter.

Mrs. Harte’s alter ego is “Barb the Builder” because she was once 
spotted using a bulldozer to move rocks in her neighborhood

JUNIOR GIRL
WORKS TO MAKE
A DIFFERENCEGinny Melby

Susie Plaggemars Deputy Lifestyles Editor 

               Splaggemars@seaholmhighlander.com
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SPORTS
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   They were two of the countries most revered ath-
letes, but within one week of each other Michael 
Phelps and Alex Rodriguez were exposed in dual 
scandals. The choices they made and the actions 
they took have left the nation, athletes and those 
responsible for athletics at the high school level 
considering the fall out of each circumstance. 
   “When people think of baseball, they think of 
cheaters now,” said disappointed junior and var-
sity baseball player Bill Getschman. “It makes me 
want to be a better player without that stuff.”
   “I’m sure those who aren’t involved with base-
ball just see the sport being dominated by cheat-
ers,” agreed senior and varsity baseball player 
Tyler Haggerson.
   On February 9, 2009 Rodriguez authenticated 
reports made by Sports Illustrated days earlier 
saying that he was among 104 baseball player 
who tested positive in the initial substance tests 
since the 1991 ban on performance- enhancing 
drugs.
   Until then, however, Rodriguez had firmly de-
nied all involvement in steroid use even as other 
players mentioned him in their admissions. 
   “A-Roid is an idiot” said senior and varsity base-
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Michael Phelps pre-pot scandal was possibly the most well known swimmer in the world

Where are the role models?

Jeff Butler
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JButler@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Mike Steltenkamp works to pin his opponent at a home wrestling meet.   Steltenkamp is looking forward 
to wrestling in the State Championship.                     Photo by Celia Nelson

   Despite it being only their second competition of the year, 
Seaholm’s Maple Motion Dance team, and reigning state 
champions, went to the Birch Run Expo 
Center and won the Spirit Shrine State 
Championship.
   “We were a new team,” said senior Sylvie 
Turner, “Half of the team was brought up 
from JV this year.”
   The team was led by five senior girls: Eri-
ca Dutton, Elle Wilkinson, Rachel Galante, 
Kelsey Jackson, and Sylvie Turner, all of 
whom helped the team win three years in 
a row. 
    At the competition, teams compete in di-
visions, earning points depending on where 
they place in each division. 
   The Maples competed in four different divi-
sions, Pom, Kick, Team, and Jazz, winning in 
three of the four, and accumulating enough 
points to win the Spirit Shrine State Champi-
onship. 
   “Winning states was a nice thing to add to my final year with 
the team,” said senior Rachel Galante.
   While the win was exciting, the team is looking forward to 
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On to Nationals
Maple Motion wins states, prepares 

for the National Championship 
at Universal Studios

bigger competitions.
   “We have a really good team this year,” said senior Kelsey 
Jackson, “and I think we can go really far.”
   “We still have nationals in Orlando, Florida,” said Turner.
   “[Winning states] was a good helper to get ready for the tough 
competition at nationals,” said Galante. 

   Ma Mo, as the team is affec-
tionately called, placed third 
in the nation last year, in the 
Large division, which runs 
by team size, and are looking 
to move up in the standings at 
nationals this year.
   “I hope to come home with 
a first place trophy and a 
leather jacket this year,” said 
Jackson.
   With the team now compet-
ing in the Medium division, 
they will look to take on dif-
ferent teams from last year’s 

competition and hopefully come 
home with the first place trophy, 
and the leather jacket given only 
to those who finish in first place.
   With a state championship un-

der their belt, the Maple Motion dance team is looking to take 
on the competition at the Orlando Studios with a strong, and 
solid routine.

Maple Motion performes at the Groves vs. Seaholm staff basketball game.  
Photo by Ashley Harte

Maple Motion is looking for-
ward to nationals at Orlando 
Studios.
Photo Courtesy of Kelsey Jackson

ball player Garrett Moscow, “using enhancing 
drugs is the best way of cheating, not only to the 
sport but also to you.”
   Disappointment in Rodriguez is running high, 
all the way to the highest office in the nation.
   “If you’re a fan of Major League Baseball 
[Rodriguez’s admission] tarnishes an entire era to 
some degree,” said President Barack Obama, in 
his first presidential press conference on February 
9, 2009. 
   Because of the 104 athletes on the list, the rest 
of professional baseball’s players are bearing the 
back-lash. 
   “I kind of lost my respect for the players,” said 
Getschman, “they lose the desire to compete.” 
   However tainted professional baseball may be 
by performance- enhancing drugs, administrators 
to Seaholm agree that it’s highly unlikely in the 
high school arena.
   “I am not naïve enough to say that it has never 
happened,” said Seaholm athletic director Aaron 
Frank, “but I think the incidents are few and far 
between.”
   Likewise, the Michigan High School Athletic 
Association (MHSAA) has few concerns about 
performance-enhancing drugs at the high school 
level and has deemed testing unnecessary based 
on studies performed at the University of Michi-
gan.

   “Testing is a waste of time, a waste of resources, 
a waste of money and a waste of everything that 
goes into it,” said Communications Director for 
the MHSAA John Johnson.
   Moscow, Haggerson and Getschman all agreed 
that performance-enhancing drug use was not in 
their best interests and that they have no interest in 
experimenting, even less so after seeing the shad-
ow recent controversies have cast over baseball.
   “Steroids can screw up your body in the long 
run and I see no real positives it could bring me” 
said Haggerson.
   While baseball observers were let down, others 
were more focused on Olympic Gold Medalist 
Michael Phelps’ than Rodriguez’s controversial 
admission. 
   “[Recreational substance use] has always been 
an issue with the general student population,” said 
Johnson.
   With Phelps’ unintentional endorsement of rec-
reational substance use, it’s a concern that students 
will be further encouraged to experiment.
   “My first fear was the impact on young athletes,” 
said Frank. “I am concerned that many high 
school students believe something like - He’s the 
fastest swimmer of all time and he smokes pot, it 
can’t be so bad.”
   “Phelps is the man,” said senior water polo play-
er Alasdair Boyle, warranting Frank’s concern.
   Boyle wasn’t the only Seaholm student who 
confirmed Frank’s fears after Phelps’ marijuana 
pipe photo op.
   “I think that it’s kind of cool,” said junior swim-
mer Juliana Bada. “It shows he’s like everyone 
else, he’s just a super fast swimmer.”
   Eight other people who were at the party where 
Phelps was pictured with the bong have been ar-
rested for their involvement, and while Phelps has 
not been arrested, he has lost his endorsement deal 
with Kellogg’s and his swimming stipend from 
USA swimming.
   “I’m not very surprised,” said senior swimmer 
Lauren Nichols. “I just think it’s stupid. He just 
threw away all his sponsorships.”
   Phelps isn’t the only one losing opportunities, 
either.
   “More than a few Seaholm students who have 
missed out on some of the biggest games of their 
seasons – or lost the honor of being a captain over 
this type of poor choice,” added Frank.
   In his press conference, our nation’s new presi-
dent left the country with one thought. While he 
was speaking of the baseball situation could easily 
be applied to Phelps and the world’s athletes.
   “Your integrity is not worth it,” said Obama.

Varsity wrestling falls short 
at league championship

BU first round playoff match 
up makes players hopeful

Photo Courtesy of  Bob Lewis

   The Birmingham Unified hockey team played 
their first playoff game on Monday night at the 
Troy Sports Center against Troy High.  This 
game was in progress during the deadline, there-
fore, we have provided a preview of the possible 
second round playoff game against either Troy 
Athens or Sterling Heights Stevenson. 
This game will take place Wednesday night, 
March 4th, at 6:45 pm also at the Troy Sports 
Center.

Troy Athens 
Red Hawks

Record: 14-6-4 
(8-0-4 OAA II)

Top Players:  Matt Lining 15 goals, 14 assists 
Mike Mackinnon 12 goals, 21 assists

1/31/09: Tied Birmingham Unified 2-2

School size: >2000

Sterling 
Heights 
Stevenson 
Titans

Record: 15-4-
5(5-0-5 MAC 
White)

Top Players: Drew DeMarti 34 goals, 19 
assists Justin Zyvon  19 goals 18 assists

Lost to Troy High ( BU’s first playoff 
opponent) 2-0 on 11/22/08

School size: 2,090

Senior wrestler Mike Steltenkamp is four wins away 
from achieving his goal, winning the state title.

“I’m excited, all of my training has led up to this, and I 
want to take it a match at a time,” said Steltenkamp.

Steltenkamp believes there are advantages and 
disadvantages to not knowing your opponent in the first 
round.

“The positives of knowing would be that I could 
develop a strategy against them, but it is enjoyable not to 
know and just go out and wrestle,” said Steltenkamp.

Steltenkamp said he’s taking a one – match – at a time 
mentality to the tournament, but he admits he’s thought 
about winning it all.

“You try to not to, but who doesn’t,” said Steltenkamp.
Steltenkamp was one of four wrestlers to make it to 

Regional’s including Joel Cortright, Joe Franceschelli, and 
Barclay Oudersluys.

Cortright, Franceschelli, and Oudersluys did not make 
it to states, but Steltenkamp made it for the first time in 
his career.

The state tournament will be held at the Palace of 
Auburn Hills March 12-14.                    

The team entered districts with high hopes but came 
out short, losing to Farmington Hills Harrison.

Winners for Seaholm in the loss to Harrison were Jack 
Burnie (125), Oudersluys (130), Keith Otterbein (140), 
Cortright (152), Steltenkamp (160), and Jake Hessen 
(215).

“I thought we had a good season but injuries hurt us 

down the stretch,” said Coach Mike Hessling.
The team finished with a record of 18 wins and 11 losses, and 

came in 5th place in leagues out of nine other teams.
“We finished in the middle of the pack, but we would have 

finished better but we had injuries that held us back,” said 
Hessling.

Even though the team had many injuries and didn’t finish 
well they still had good season.

The team had many great wins over the season, but two 
of their best finishes were the Lutheran High Northwest 
Tournament and the Lutheran Westland Team Tournament.

The team came in second place out of 10 teams at the 
Lutheran Northwest Tournament, and placed a number of 
Wrestlers in the tournament.

Cortright (152) and Steltenkamp (160) both placed first place. 
Cameron Brady (103) and Nyk White (112) both placed second 
place. In third place the team placed four wrestlers; Dan Hogan 
(130), Oudersluys (135), Otterbein (140), and Franceschelli 
(145).

At the Lutheran Westland Tournament Seaholm won the 
tournament for the second straight year with five wins and zero 
losses.

They defeated Gabriel Richard, Inkster, Lutheran Westland, 
Clarenceville, and South Lyon East.

“We had a tremendous team effort in the meet, with the 
coaching staff shuffling our lineup with terrific success all day,” 
said booster president Chuck Steltenkamp.

Joe Franceschelli (145), Mike Steltenkamp (160), and Alex 
Zohoury (285) all had 5 wins and Franceschelli was named 
MVP of the tournament.

During the Romeo Bulldog team tournament, Steltenkamp 
hit a major milestone when he recorded his 100th victory. 
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Sports 
Briefs

BU Varsity Hockey
Record: 3-16-3
Last Game: Lost 4-3 to Farmington Unified
Next Game: Friday, February 26th vs. Wa-
terford Kettering
Key Players: Nick Hurite, Bennett Thomp-
son, Josh Sternberg

Varsity Wrestling
Last Meeting: Lost in Districts
Next Meeting: MHSAA Ind. Regionals @ 
Milan
Key Players: Mike Steltenkamp, Barclay 
Oudersluys, Keith Otterbein

Boys Basketball
Record: 15-2
League Record: 12-1
Last Game:  65-40 against Roeper 
Next Game: Tuesday vs. Farmington Har-
rison
Key Players: Richaud Pack, Shawn Conway, 
Jack Quigley, Dan Meredith

Girls Basketball
Record: 6-12
Next Game: Friday February 26th vs. Lahser
Key Players: Rachel Reem, Paige Neuen-
feldt, Lisa Bender, Paige Sienkiewicz

Birmingham Varsity Skating
Final Standings: Level A - 6th, Level B 
- 9th, Level C - 2nd
Next Game: Individual State Championship
Key Skaters: Jillian Spina, Mari Manoogian, 
Alex Aldrige, Juliana Hamilton

INSIDE:

Phelps Scandel leaves Athletic 
Director Concerned
Page 7

BU Varsity Hockey:
Page 7

Maple Motion wins states; 
looks forward to Nationals:
Page 7

Champions

Senior Ben Lewis prepares to pass the ball to a teammate the ball during a game against non-conference team Grosse Point South  
            Photo by Celia Nelson
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Foreman’s Corner

      It seems like yesterday that the Seaholm boys 
basketball team was wrapping up a mediocre 9-
12 season with an early post-season exit, losing 
to Pontiac Northern in their first district playoff 
game.
   Nearly a year later, we know when we enter the 
gym for a game, we come to watch a much dif-
ferent team..
   A better team.
   As a result of Thursday night’s 65-41 thrashing 
oh Hazel Park, the Maple boys are a champion-
ship team.
   With the win, the Maples clinch a first place fin-
ish in the OAA Blue division, a feat that that may 
have seemed unrealistic only a year ago.
   “It feels great to win our conference,” said Ben 
Lewis. “I mean, it shows that we have improved a 
lot from last year.”
   And they have.
   The Maples are 16-2(13-1), and sit atop the 
OAA Blue Division in first place and guaranteed 
to finish in the top spot.
   And with new success, come new expectations.
   “We definitely want to make a good run in the 
playoffs,” said Richard Washington. “I feel like 
our team has an excellent chance of winning our 
district.”
   The pairings have been announced for the Dis-
tricts at Andover, let us break it down.
   Seaholm will open play against Andover on 
Monday, March 9 at 6:00 PM
   Having handily beaten the Barons in a pair of 
double-digit victories this season, this seems to be 
a favorable first round pairing for the Maples.
   However, the Maples will have their hands full 
with Baron guard Matanya Kidron, who is an of-
fensive force looking to trade blows with Maple 
top scorer Richaud Pack.
   Kidron lit up the Maples for 24 points when the 
Maples hosted Andover on February 12.
   Maple guard Chris Mackenzie, Seaholm’s top 
player defensively, will need to contain Kidron to 
avoid the Barons pulling off the upset.
   “We’ve beaten them twice before, so it’s a pretty 
good first round,” said Lewis.
   If the Maples can survive the Baron’s quest for 
revenge on their home floor, the Chiefs of Pontiac 
Central await for a semi-final game on Wednes-
day, March 11.
   Making the Andover game all the more mean-
ingful, Pontiac Central has an atrocious record of 
2-15(1-10), currently finding themselves at the 
bottom of the OAA Red division.
   In the Red Division, a step up in competition 
from the Blue and one of the state’s top basketball 
conferences, Central does have the misfortune of 
multiple meetings with highly notable basketball 
programs such as Pontiac Northern, Clarkston, 
West Bloomfield, Oak Park, and Southfield.
   This team could mean trouble if the Maples are 
not ready, as they showed in a hard-fought 68-66 
road victory over an impressive West Bloomfield 
squad with a 13-5(9-3) record.
   Pontiac Central is hoping their brutal schedule 
will pay dividends in experience come playoff 
time, even though it has not left them with more 
than a couple of victories.
   Bottom line: Coach Andrades will need to show 
up hungry at districts if they expect to move on to 
regionals.
   With this draw, the Maple basketball team has 
an inside chance of playing for a regional birth 
on Friday, March 13 in a District Championship 
Game, with either a second chance against the 
Warriors from Brother Rice, or a rematch with 
Pontiac Northern, who eliminated Seaholm from 
districts a year ago.
   Either way you slice it, this team has unfinished 
business, and something to prove.
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DPorcerelli@seaholmhighlander.com

Cinderella Story

  Earlier this season, the Oakland Press ranked the 
boys varsity swimming and diving team second 
in the county only behind cross-town rival 
Groves. Thursday’s OAA Division 1 League 
Meet helped the Maples prove that they are the 
best.   
   With an impressive finish to an equally impres-
sive season, the team won the league cham-
pionship meet, beating Groves by 45 points.  
Seaholm finished with a score of 494.5, and is 
looking strong heading into the state meet.
“For top performers, I would have to say Andrew 
Provost, Spencer Rogers, and Nick Wylie,” said 
senior Sean Neuenfeldt.
But the boys insist, this is not the where the suc-
cess will end.
“The younger swimmers really stepped up,” 
senior DJ Lydy said. “Everybody had a role in 
the win.”
The success of the younger swimmers is promis-
ing for the future of the swimming program at 
Seaholm.
   The 50 yd free was a successful event for 
Seaholm, earning 66 points for the team with five 
swimmers placing in the top 16.  

   Sophomore Spencer Rogers finished first with 
an impressive score of 22.29, and senior DJ 
Lydy finished third with a score of 22.49, just .04 
seconds away from a second place finish.   
   Sophomore Nick Wylie won the 500 yd free 
event with a time of 4:50.20, securing another 20 
points for the team.  
   The 200 yd freestyle relay, consisting of Lydy, 
Rogers, Wylie, and freshman Daniel Hernandez, 
finished first, earning 40 points for Seaholm with 
a time of 1:28.63 40.  
   “Basically, we owned,” Gallinger said. “It 
boosts our confidence.”
Prior to the start of the season, many didn’t give 
the team much of a chance to win the league 
meet. With the departures of Morgan Priestly 
and Andrew Skandalaris, two of Seaholm’s best 
swimmers last season, their prospects weren’t 
looking all that great in the eyes of the astute 
experts.
   “We weren’t even supposed to come close,” 
Spencer Rogers said.
“Seaholm swimming is the Cinderella story for 
2009,” Lydy said.
    Lydy, however, maintains that he never had 
any doubt this year’s swimming and diving team 
would be able to produce tremendous results.
   “We knew that we could be good,” Lydy 
said. “And yesterday, we finally reached our 
potential.”
Seaholm has surpassed every expectation by 
winning the OAA Division 1 League Meet. But 
those on the team are not fully satisfied. They are 
hungry for more.
    “We have a legitimate chance at states,” Matt 

Gallinger said
Next for Seaholm’s swimming and diving team 
is the OAA Super Meet on Saturday, February 
28. The meet is the second part of the league 

meets and isn’t based by division. Every single 
OAA team will compete, vying for the chance to 
stake their claim as the best in Oakland County.

   For the first time since 2005 the Seaholm 
varsity boy’s basketball team wrapped up the 
league title on Thursday with a 65-51 win at Ha-
zel Park. Seaholm moved to 13-1 in OAA Blue. 

   The Maples also were victorious in their 
non-conference contest at Birmingham Roeper 
on February 23rd. Seaholm won by a score of 
65-40

   The mark of a good team is one that even on 
a night where they can’t shoot, can’t control the 
ball, and can’t seem to do anything right, can still 
pull out a victory. Seaholm achieved this feat on 
February 20th with a 51-43 home victory versus 
OAA opponent Ferndale High School.

   Coming of an easy win on February 17th 
against district rival Birmingham Groves, 
Seaholm started sluggish and trailed  15-13  at 
the end of the 1st quarter, and were down by as 
many as 9 points throughout the 1st half.

   The tide started to turn for the Maples in 
the 3rd quarter when junior Richaud Pack again 
displayed why he’s the Maples leading scorer.

   Pack used fast-break lay-ups and the three-
point line to bring Seaholm back into the game. 
Pack poured in 20 points on the night, which led 
all scorers.

   The Maples’ late run was also aided by an 
impressive array of blocks on the defensive end. 
On three occasions Ferndale appeared to be 
headed for easy fast-break lay-ups, only to have 
the shot attempt swatted into the stands.

   These defensive stands were crucial for the 
Maples as they provided the difference in what 
was a surprisingly close contest.

   Seaholm moved to 14-2 overall and were 
very fortunate to do so. Had it not been for Senior 
Daniel Meredith’s hot start, he scored all of his 8 
points in the 1st quarter, the game may have been 
out of reach completely. Meredith was back in 
the starting lineup against the Eagles after being 
inexplicably removed for the first time all season 
against Groves.

Jack Quigley and Shawn Conway also added 
7 for the Maples, which tied for third on the team 
behind Pack and Meredith, while Ferndale was 
led by DeAndre Houston and Cecil Clark, who 
each scored 9 points.

The Maples have two games this week, home 

versus Farmington Hills Harrison on March 3rd 
and Home versus Lahser on March 5th. Lahser, 
9-5, provided Seaholm with their only confer-
ence loss of the year, a 86-80 struggle on January 
23rd. Throughout the game Seaholm struggled 
from the perimeter and were unable to contain 
Lahser’s hot shooting.

Lahser comes to The House that Dobber 
Built on senior night for the Maples. With the 
league championship already secured, bragging 
rights will be on the line for Seaholm who will be 
looking to avenge their only conference loss of 
the season.

n other notes, both the Seaholm and Ferndale 
fans alike were glad to see that last Friday’s game 
ended without any incidents. With 7 minutes left 
in their January 9th contest at Ferndale, a fight 
erupted in the Ferndale stands that got police 
involved and caused the referees to call the game. 
Seaholm, up 69-46 at the time of the incident was 
awarded the victory.

Wrestling team falls just 
short of league champs.
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Senior Bard Sweeney  swims towards victory.                        Photo Courtesy  of  Alex Maniaci
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