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   With a bright smile and a 
firm handshake, Birming-
ham Public Schools Manager 
of Operations Stephen King 
opens the door to the empty 
media center, motioning for 
his coworker, assistant man-
ager of operations Matt Hess 
to follow.  They each take a 
seat on one of the multi-col-
ored plush chairs, shuffling 
around a handful of papers. 
   It’s King who speaks first, 
sliding a packet of meticulous 
information across the circu-
lar, speckled grey table. 
   “If you’re really bored,” he 
said. “You can read through 
this.”
   Hess laughs, his eyes gleam-
ing beneath thin-wired glass-
es. Hess is someone who 
knows something about the 
topic of Energy. He serves as 
the editor of an online news-
letter called Energy News- a 
publication that gets into the 
gritty details of what energy 
is and how it’s managed in the 
Birmingham district. 
   The first sheet contains box 
after box of numbers and units 
common in chemistry and 
physics classrooms- detailing 
Seaholm’s energy consump-
tion per month in kilowatt 
hours and British Thermal 
Units.  
   Last school year, Seaholm 
used an average of 13.3 kwhrs 
of electricity and 0.049 mcf 
(million cubic feet) of natu-

ral gas, per square foot. Col-
lectively, this added up to 
$670,256, $17,467 more than 
Groves but $71,244 less than 
the 2009/2010 school year. 
   “We’re changing,” King said. 
“It’s looking good, but we’re 
not done.”
   It goes back to the “Pay to 
Plug” initiative, implemented 
at Seaholm in the middle of 
the 2008/2009 school year. 
According to the January 

2009 issue of the Seaholm 
Highlander, the main reason 
for charging staff members to 
plug in any additional appli-
ances was to save the district 
money. 
   “Cost does play a factor,” 
King said.
   For Environmental Science 
teacher, Renee Moore, it’s less 
about the dollar bills and more 
about the energy itself.
   “Less watts are less electric-

Taylor Wyllie
Community Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

ity which is less coal burned,” 
Moore said. “Coal is the dirti-
est of all sources. When you 
burn coal there’s radiation 
and mercury and it’s a source 
of acid rain.”
   According to a Highlander 
Survey, distributed to 135 
teachers/administrators mail-
boxes, with a 23 percent re-
turn rate, watts were saved 
when teachers were forced to 
make a choice; pay and keep 

appliances, or give them up all 
together. Only six percent of 
the teachers surveyed decided 
to opt for the former. 
   “I would estimate the num-
ber of appliances taken home 
are in the hundreds district-
wide,” King said. 
In the January 2009 issue of 
the Highlander, it was esti-
mated that the district spent 

Photo illustration By Dylan Dulberg 
Seaholm computer monitors are one of the many appliances in the district that waste energy when left on.  By implementing 
a “Pay to Plug” policy the administration hoped to reduce energy use. 
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   Seaholm’s new dance fea-
turing a new location, newly 
enforced dress code and a po-
licing of dance floor conduct, 
could have been a lot of fun – 
if only more people had shown 
up. 
That’s what students are say-
ing after the January 20 Glow 
dance. 
   “It’s too bad that the dance 
became ‘uncool’,” senior Tim-
my Christensen said. “It would 
have been fun if everyone had 
gone.”
   Senior Nicole Galdi was also 
disappointed with the turn-
out. 
   “The turnout of Glow was not 
what people expected it to be,” 
Galdi said. “It was basically 
a group of 50 or less people 
dancing around in a circle in 
the pool hallway.”
   Galdi wished more people 
had shown up. 
   “It was cool, and if there had 
been more people I think it 
would have been more suc-
cessful,” Galdi said. “It just 
wasn’t as exciting as previous 
dances.” 
   Glow’s turnout was not much 
more than Sadie’s has been in 
the past. 
   “We had 175 kids [at Glow] 
who paid,” Principal Dee Lan-
caster said. “I think they said 
there were about 150 [stu-
dents] at Sadie’s last year. I 
know that in the last couple 
years, with all the lighting con-
troversy, Sadie’s has not been 
particularly well attended.”
   Student Congress Co-Pres-
ident Kellie Howe said stu-
dents could have had a good 
time at the dance if they had 
wanted to.
   “People who went with their 
friends had a good time,” she 
said. “Plus, it got us more 
money than Sadie’s ever has.”
   Junior Nikki Steltenkamp 
thought that the dance had its 
perks, but that the fun didn’t 
last long.

   “It was entertaining because 
everyone who came, came af-
ter the game, but if they tried 
to do [the dance] as a sepa-
rate event [from the game], it 
wouldn’t work,” Steltenkamp-
said. “It was fun for about an 
hour.”
   Despite the groans due to 
the re-enforced, dress code at 
Glow, students followed the 
rules, according to Lancaster.
   “What was interesting was, 
at the game, we probably had 
a little bit over 300 kids, all 
dressed in white t-shirts and 
jeans. And then more than 
half of them chose not to stay, 
with I think is fine. That’s your 
choice,” she said. “But, every-
body who stayed, completely 
dressed appropriately, be-
haved, and had a good time. 
There were no issues at all.”
   The venue was changed from 
the cafeteria to the atrium be-
tween the pool and the gym 
in the athletic hallway. The 
administration hoped that 
this adjustment would help to 
change the culture of Seaholm 
dances, but it seemed to cause 
a problem that was not origi-
nally predicted. 
   “The DJ was up above in the 
balcony, so it wasn’t like peo-
ple could go up to the DJ and 
request a song or anything like 
that,”  Galdi said. “So that part 
wasn’t so good.”
   However, the overall style of 
the dance seemed to go over 
well. 
   “It was kind of like a rave/
techno type dance,” Galdi 
said. “People were wearing 
jeans and white shirts and 
there were glow sticks every-
where.” 
   Glow’s low attendance may 
mean a higher priced prom 
ticket. 
   “It all depends on where you 
want to have Prom. Wherever 
it has been for the last couple 
years, charges a lot of money,” 
Lancaster said. “This is ten-
tative, but right now it looks 
like tickets will be about $100 
each.” 

A Drive That Can 
Be Costly

In First Outing, 
Glow Flickers

Kit Kuhne
Opinion Editor
kkuhne@seaholmhighlander.com

*Editor’s note: Names have been changed. 

   It was 3:00 a.m. and Seaholm High School 
student Amanda McCoy* decided to sneak 
out of her house with a friend and go for a late 
night joy ride. But there was one problem with 
their plan: they had been drinking. 
   McCoy, who was at the steering wheel, was 
driving around her neighborhood, when, in 
her intoxicated state, drove past a stop sign 
without stopping. To her shock, she nearly hit 
a police car crossing in front of her. Both cars 
stopped in time before an accident occurred, 
but several seconds later, when she saw blue 
and red lights flashing in her rear-view mirror, 
she knew there was trouble. 
   The police officer pulled them over and ap-
proached the driver’s side window. With a sus-
picion that they had been drinking, he asked 
McCoy to get out of the vehicle.
   “He thought I was under the influence, so he 
told me to get out of the car,” McCoy said, in 
an interview with the Highlander. “I had to say 
the ABC’s and walk in a straight line, and stand 
on one foot.”

   Once the officer was convinced she had been 
drinking, he asked her to take a breathalyz-
er, also known as a PBT (preliminary breath 
test), which is a device used to test for a per-
son’s BAC (blood alcohol content.) According 
to Michigan’s Implied Consent Law, refusal to 
take a breathalyzer when pulled over in a mo-
tor vehicle carries several consequences in ad-
dition to the traffic violation. 
   “[I asked him] what are my rights?” McCoy 
said. “He read me my rights, so I declined [to 
take a breathalyzer.]”
   McCoy and her friend, who also refused a 
breathalyzer, were promptly arrested and tak-
en to the station house, where they were given 
a blood test to test for their BAC, and were 
forced to stay the night. 
   “He took us to that station,” McCoy said. 
“When we got there, they did a blood test. We 
had to stay the night there in the holding cell. I 
guess you could say it wasn’t really jail. We got 
out at 3 PM the next day and I came home.”
   The overall cost McCoy has to pay concerning 
the incident adds up to nearly $8,000, which 
includes the attorney fee, the actual ticket and 
the cost of having the car towed. 

Micah Dabbs
Staff Writer
mdabbs@seaholmhighlander.com

Source: tipsandtricks-hq.com
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Students who are arrested for driving while intoxicated can face harsh consequences, such 
as alcohol and drug testing, license restrictions, fines, probation and even jail time.

Carolynn Gragg
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cgragg@seaholmhighlander.com

*Editor’s Note: Names have 
been changed.

   Aided with a stick of Win-
terfresh gum and a few drops 
of Visine, he takes conscious 
strides down the hallways in 
hopes of becoming indistin-
guishable.  Meanwhile, the 
psychoactive drug starts to 
take effect.
   To Seaholm student Bill 
Smith*, X-blocks and lunch 
periods do not hinder his will-
ingness to smoke marijuana.  
In fact, he has claimed to have 
done it more than once before 
school, and around 15 to 20 
times during lunch.  To this 
day, he hasn’t been caught, or 
at least, reported.
   He certainly isn’t the only 
one who attends school un-
der the influence of marijuana 
within Seaholm.  According to 
junior Jake Solomon, there is 
a considerable number of stu-
dents who perform the same 
illegal routine.
   “I can probably name about 
20-25 people off the top of my 
head,” Solomon said.  “There’s 
probably a lot more.”
   These students, frequently 
recognized as “stoners,” claim 
to have very similar motives as 
to why they smoke Marijuana 
before class.  Most commonly, 
they say it is to ease the dreari-
ness that is commonly found 
in classrooms. 
   “If I know it’s going to be a 
chill and relaxed day, I’ll do 
it. It helps me get through the 
days sometimes,” Smith said.  
“I’m more relaxed and I just 
feel better and am in a better 
mood.  I can’t explain it. Peo-
ple won’t know what I’m talk-
ing about unless they’ve been 
high before.” 
   Senior Timmy Christensen 
believes the reasons that drive 
students to attending class 
high is experimentation and 
even boredom.  
   “I think people experiment 
with marijuana because they 
are either at a time of a lot of 
curiosity or a lot of idleness in 
their mind,” Christensen said. 
“I don’t think it’s as much for 
attention as it is for to add new 
experiences to your life which 
might be dull.” 
   Of course, there is an evident 
risk when being under the in-
fluence of any illegal substance 
on school campus.  School of-
ficials only need reasonable 
suspicion to have the abil-
ity to suspend a student from 
school.  Assistant Principal 
Deb Boyer and Staci Peterson 
have the responsibility of ar-
ranging these consequences.
   “What normally happens is 
that a staff member will nor-
mally report to myself or Ms. 
Peterson that they have a stu-
dent in class that’s not acting 
normally,” Boyer said.  “They 
will report that to us and let 
us know.  School board policy 
even addresses the only stan-
dard I have to do a suspension 
is reasonable suspicion.  As I 
always say to students that are 
in my office, if you are doing, 
I really feel badly because you 
are impacting your potential.”
   According to BPS Director 
of Communications Marcia 
Wilkinson, consequences and 
suspension time vary depend-
ing on the circumstances of 
different offenses.  

See DUI / Pg. 3
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Students   Honor 
Black History 
Month 
   The Birmingham Voice stu-
dents are honoring black his-
tory month by showing the 
film “The Interrupters.” 
      “The Interrupters” tells the 
emotional and moving story of 
three “violence interrupters” 
living in Chicago. The docu-
mentary focuses on the prob-
lems of violence among urban 
neighborhoods. 
   The Birmingham Voice and 
students from the Univer-
sity of Michigan Community 
Scholar Program with be fa-
cilitating break out dialogues 
after the movie for students in 
attendance. 

By: Kelsey McClear

   The Seaholm Offers Support 
(SOS) group is hosting their 
annual student talent show. 
   This year they have a wide 
variety of talents ranging from 
pop bands to Irish dancers. 
   “We have 29 students per-
forming in 20 different acts,” 
SOS Talent Show Coordina-
tor, Soozan Mendel said. “We 
had a huge response this year, 
literally we had to turn down 
dozens of people who wanted 
to perform.” 
   All proceeds raised from the 
show will go toward a memori-
al bench in honor of Mr. Flat-
ter’s daughter Delaney Rose. 
   The talent show will take 
place tonight February 16 at 

7:00 in the auditorium. 

SOS Hosts   
Annual Talent 
Show 

By: Kelsey McClear

X-Block to Stay the Same for Students
Kelsey McClear
News Editor 
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   Despite planned changes 
to the Academic Lab format, 
Seaholm’s X-block will stay 
the same. 
  In past years the choice to 
take an academic lab class 
has been left up to the student 
but this year that will change. 
Students can no longer simply 
sign up for Academic Lab they 
have to be recommended by a 
teacher. 
 Eight years ago, when Seaholm 
switched to block scheduling, 
the building implemented a 
late start or X-block for stu-
dents. Twice a week, students 
had the opportunity to meet 
one on one with teachers, and 
staff had the chance to meet in 
collaborative teams. 
 “It really lent itself well,” As-
sistant Principal Deb Boyer 
said, “At the time there was 
an initiative coming across 
the country for a professional 
learning community and hav-
ing time built into the school 
day or school week for teach-

ers could meet and collabo-
rate.” 
   After switching to a trimes-
ter schedule administrators 
considered the idea of drop-
ping the late start.  But after 
discussion with both parents 
and students it was backed by 
popular demand.  
   Administrators also made an 
effort to make sure that math 
and science as well as Eng-
lish and social studies teach-
ers were available on different 
days so students would never 
have to choose between seeing 
their math or science teacher. 
   “Its almost gotten to the 
point where there are so many 
[activities going on during 
X-block] they are competing 
with one another,” Boyer said, 
“So we are still running out of 
time.” 
   Boyer isn’t the only one that 
believes giving students this 
extra time is beneficial.  
   “Offering students more time 
to complete work at school in 
a supportive environment is 
a great thing, and particularly 
for students without many 

resources at home,” Michi-
gan State University school 
psychology professor Jana 
Aupperlee said in an email to 
the Highlander. 
   Sophomore Riley Miller likes 
to be able to come in for X-
block to be able to get help and 
study for math assignments. 
   “I usually come in for help 
with math,” Miller said.  
   Math department head Carol 
Pinneo said math is one of the 
better-attended subjects dur-
ing X-block. 
   “The math teachers have a lot 
of students coming in for ex-
tra help during X block time,” 
Pinneo said. “Sometimes the 
students who need the most 
help are not coming in, but 
that is not anything new.” 
   English teacher and depart-
ment head Kyle Hall said even 
if students aren’t using the 
time for academic reasons it 
is still a great opportunity for 
students to be able to meet for 
other school clubs and practic-
es for things like jazz band and 
attend breakfast club book 
discussions. 

   Senior Collin Williams uses 
X-block as an opportunity for 
him to get an extra hour of 
sleep. 
   “I don’t really use x-block,” 
Williams said, “I sleep.” 
   Boyer struggles with the idea 
of students using this time 
for an extra hour as opposed 
to coming in to school for x-
block.  
   “We did look at that brain 
research and yes there is some 

Energy
Cont. from page 01

value in [sleep] as well so I’m 
walking a fine line here. I’m 
not saying I think everyone 
should stay home in bed at 
that point in time, but do I 
have an objection? No,” Boyer 
said, “There is brain research 
studies that show [students] 
need some extra sleep and 
that’s when your bodies actu-
ally want to get some of the 
extra sleep. “ 

Photo By Dylan Dulberg
Students get help from Mr. Wilhelm during X-block

Seaholm Hires New Football Coach 
Jack Apap
Staff Writer 
japap@seaholmhighlander.com

   After weeks of hard research 
and interviewing for the new 
head coaching position, the 
Seaholm football program has 
found their man for the job. 
That man is Coach Jim De-
Wald, former Andover High 
School head coach and Physi-
cal Education teacher.  
    Athletic Director Aaron 
Frank and Principal Dee Lan-
caster offered DeWald the job 
on February 6 for many rea-
sons, but one that really stuck 
out to them was his passion 
for the game.
    “He (Dewald) is a family 
man. He’s a teacher, he’s pas-
sionate and has a very high 
level of enthusiasm as well,” 
said Frank. 
     Frank is expecting big 
things, not just as building a 
playoff contender every year, 
but also developing the type of 
player that is going to benefit 
Seaholm. 
    “I expect the program to be 
where the football players are 
the leaders of the school,” said 
Frank.
    DeWald said he is ready to 
take on the challenge and is 
excited to keep the program 
running in the right direction. 
     “I’ve always liked Seaholm 
and I think Seaholm does a 
great job of combining the 
academic culture and athletics 
and there aren’t many schools 
that do a better than them,” 
said DeWald. 
    DeWald’s main focus is not 
changing everything up, but 
rather to gain some stability 
with the players and coaches 
already here at Seaholm.
    “Seaholm Football is not a 
program that’s in disarray,” 
said DeWald. “There are a lot 
of pieces in place and so we 
will take the good and I will 

add what I like.”
    DeWald looks to mix the 
current staff at Seaholm and 
bringing some coaches from 
Andover as well.
    “ I plan on having a good mix 
of coaches and I’m in the pro-
cess of talking to former staff 
members here and seeing if 
there’s a fit,” said DeWald.
    DeWald is more of an of-
fensive minded guy, but hasn’t 
decided what the Maples will 
be running this year. 
    “As a coach, I’ve run every-
thing from a pro-I to a spread 
to the veer, but I have to look 
at what we have and try to 
match talent with the right 
system,” said DeWald.
    On the defensive side, he 
likes the four man front, pref-
erably the 4-3.
    “Seaholm is traditionally a 
4-3 team and I believe we have 
the athletes here to do so,” 

said DeWald.
    In his first week, DeWald set 
up meetings and spent numer-
ous hours in the weight room, 
talking to players, looking over 
film and communicating with 
past and current coaches.
    “He is well connected to the 
Seaholm community and al-
ready knows a lot about our 
guys,” Frank said.
    DeWald is currently work-
ing on the off-season workouts 
figuring out when the whole 
team can work out together. 
    “Our main focus as of right 
now is to try to get everyone 
on the same page with the 
workouts and have one main 
workout session instead the 
two in place right now,” De-
Wald said. 
    He is planning on  having 
a much more structured work-
out, that will demand atten-
dance from all players.

    “It will not be a buffet of 
weight lifting where one could 
choose to go here or there, 
when he feels like it,” said De-
Wald. 
    DeWald brings 14 years of 
coaching experience, begin-
ning as a graduate assistant 
coach at Western Michigan 
University. 
    After that, he took the Ponti-
ac Northern head coaching job 
in 2003 and was the Berkley 
assistant, until he got the job 
at Andover, where he coached 
the Barons for three years and 
ended with a record of 3-24. 
    DeWald also has playing 
experience. He received a full 
ride scholarship to play offen-
sive line at Western Michigan 
and was the team captain of 
very successful 8-3 squad in 
1997.
    Frank believes that 

Photo By Dylan Dulberg
Coach Jim DeWald goes over strategies for next year with the other coaches. 
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Assistant Superintendent Leaves District 
Connor Park 
Deputy Opinion Editor 
cpark@seaholmhighlander.com

    Jon Dean, the Assistant Superintendent of Human Resourc-
es and Labor Relations at BPS, will be leaving the district.  
   According to a January 24th e-mail written by Superinten-
dent David Larson, Dean has  accepted the position of Assistant 
Superintendent of Human Resources and Labor Relations at 
Grosse Pointe Public Schools.
   Dean said he enjoyed his time at BPS, but cited a number of 
reasons for accepting the position at 
Grosse Pointe.  
   “One of my reasons for going there is 
that it’s my home district,” said Dean, 
who lives in Grosse Pointe Woods.  
“Then there’s the increased respon-
sibility, and it gives me an opportu-
nity from a family perspective to be 
around my kids some more.”
   Dean, who has two children in the 
Grosse Pointe district, said the near-
ly-identical size of the two districts 
had little influence over the decision, 
but offered an easier transition to the 
transfer process.
   Dean began his education career as a high school teacher for 
five years, before taking on the role of an elementary school 
principal in Algonac in 2000.  After two years, he moved to Al-
len Park, where he again took the position of principal and held 
it for three years.
   In 2005, Dean moved into the Birmingham Public Schools 
district, where he served as the principal of Harlan Elementary 
school for two years.  In February 2008, half-way through his 
third year there, he adopted his current position in BPS admin-
istration.

   In his time at Harlan, he left a lasting impression on students.  
Junior Sam Wilson was a fifth grader at Harlan when Dean be-
came principal.
   “From the standpoint of a student who had him as principal, 
I’d say he’s a good guy,” Wilson said.  “I think that any time you 
lose someone who can relate to kids like that, you’ll get weaker.  
I can say that he had an effect on me in the fifth grade.”
   Last month, Dean received a verbal offer from Grosse Pointe 
Public Schools for the position there.  According to Dean, his 
change of location will be accompanied by an expanded admin-
istrative role and increased responsibility.

   “I’ll be doing human resources 
work,” Dean said.  “Hiring teachers, 
managing teacher contracts, super-
vising administrators, et cetera.”
   BPS administrators noted the dis-
trict will miss Dean, including Marcia 
Wilkinson, the Director of Commu-
nity Relations at BPS.
   “He’s been an integral part of our 
district’s administration,” Wilkinson 
said.  “Not only at Harlan, but as the 
[Assistant Superintendent] as well.  
We certainly don’t want to see him go, 
but we wish him all the best at Grosse 

Pointe.”
   Currently, Birmingham Public Schools has no plans of secur-
ing a replacement for Dean’s position.  
   “[The replacement] will not be determined until later this 
spring,” Wilkinson said.  “Mr. Dean is in transition; he will be 
working here throughout the end of the school year and sharing 
his time here with Grosse Pointe, so we’ll still have the advan-
tage of having Jon Dean with us.”
   Wilkinson said Dean’s departure marks the only change to 
central office staff in the near future.

 $5 million a year on utilities. 
King said, due to purchasing 
and reduced usage, this cost is 
currently at $1.75 million. 
   However, even with cost sav-
ings and conservation of ener-
gy, frustration is still present 
among teachers and adminis-
trators alike. 
   “Frustrating that the district 
charges staff to plug in a coffee 
pot, etc,” an anonymous teach-
er wrote on a survey.  “While 
students regularly charge their 
electronic devices and plug in 
all day long.”
   According to Union Presi-
dent Scott Warrow, teachers 
have been investigating the 
overcharging of appliances in 
the “Pay to Plug” initiative. 
   “We have heard many com-
plaints this year from teach-
ers,” Warrow said. “That 
they’re paying well above the 
appliance’s cost.” 
   Warrow explained that their 
research has found that the 
district has been charging sub-
stantially more for appliances 
than their actual cost, due to 
what the district calls an “ad-
ministrative cost”. 
   At this point, Warrow has no 
comment on this matter. 
   The next steps the district 
has taken to reduce its overall 
energy consumption haven’t 
been as controversial. 
   “We are actively rewiring 
these emergency lights when 
the back-up generator en-
gages, [when there’s] a loss 
of power,” King said. “The 
first school we successfully 
switched over was Derby Mid-
dle School; we have plans to 
convert the remainder of the 
schools over the next 6 to 8 
months.”
   Additionally, BPS has revised 
the temperature set points 
to 70 degrees in the heat-
ing season and 75 degrees in 
the cooling season, changed 
the exhaust fan control and 
scheduling, modified lighting 
fixtures  in classrooms and 
offices, and has had the air 
conditioning turned off in the 
summer with limited excep-
tions. 
   According to King, those are 
just the top five energy sav-
ing initiatives. The District is 
working on at least 30 more. 
   Moore, though, is worried 
about the new Promethean 
boards and their effect on 
Seaholm’s overall energy con-
sumption level. 
   To prove her point, Moore at-
tached a watt meter, a simple 
tool that can plug into most 
appliances, to her own Pro-
methean board and waited. 
The numbers shifted for about 
half a minute before settling at 
.317 kilowatts per hour. 
   She thought for a moment, 
and then reached for a button 
on the Promethean board that 
“blanks the screen”. 
   “Let’s just try something,” 
Moore said, and re-hooked the 
watt meter. 
   The number ended on 3.14 
kilowatts per hour. She said 
most teachers, instead of 
turning off their Promethean 
boards completely between 
classes, “blank the screen”, 
the Promethean board equiva-
lent to turning off a computer 
monitor but leaving on the 
computer. In trying some-
thing, she discovered that 
blanking the screen uses the 
same amount of electricity as 
leaving the promethean board 
completely on. 
   “Maybe you have to take the 
time to turn [the smart board] 
off and turn it on,” Moore said. 
“We need to concentrate on 
reducing our impact.”
   Still, King and Hess are 
not concerned. They say that 
smart board energy consump-
tion is too small to measure. 
   Back in the media center, 
tucked at the bottom of the 
thick pile of paper, beneath 
the Birmingham District’s En-
ergy Policy and pages of Excel 
sheets, is a printed copy of En-
ergy News. 
   On it is a sentence Hess 
wrote over a year ago, summa-
rizing what energy means, and 
how it’s not just an economic 
issue or a political issue or en-
vironmental issue. It’s a com-
bination of everything.  
   “We all need to know that it 
really isn’t just about saving 
money for the district,” Hess 
had written. “This is bigger 
than the district, bigger than 
Michigan, bigger than our 
country.”

   The sale of the Birmingham 
Public Schools administra-
tion building, located at 550 
West Merrill, is still in nego-
tiation. The building was ap-
praised for $2.5 million back 
in 2006. 
   In an email to The High-
lander Assistant Superinten-
dent for Business Services 
Deborah Piesz said they are 
still in negotiations with the 
potential buyer. 
   Piesz also noted that the po-
tential buyer will have a pur-
chase agreement to present 
to the Board of Education by 
the next meeting on March 6, 
2012.
   The Highlander originally 
reported in 2009 that the 
Birmingham Administra-
tion building was up for sale. 
Three years later the sale is 
still pending. 
   According to The Highland-
er article there had been two 
bids for both $2.5 million and 
$1.8 million.

By: Kelsey McClear
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“He’s been an integral part of 
our district’s administration.

We certainly don’t want to 
see him go, but we wish him 
all the best at Grosse Pointe.”

- Marcia Wilkinson
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Apple Driving School Inc.

4895 Stoddard Troy, MI 48085
Note: Class dates and times are subject to change

SEGMENT I-Seaholm High School

FEB 15-MAR 2, 2012 Feb 15,16,20,21,22,23,24,27,28,29, Mar 1,2, 2012 (3 weeks)

MAR 12-29, 2012 Mar 12,13,14,15,19,20,21,22,26,27,28,29, 2012 (3 weeks)
5-7 pm SEA212 seg 1

APR 3-26, 2012 Apr 3,4,5,10,11,12,17,18,19,24,25,26, 2012 (4 weeks)
5-7 pm SEA312 seg 1

MAY 7-24, 2012 May 7,8,9,10,14,15,16,17,21,22,23,24, 2012 (3 weeks)
5-7 pm SEA412 seg 1

MAY 29-JUNE 13, 2012 May 29,30,31, June 1,4,5,6,7,8,11,12,13, 2012 (3 weeks)
5-7 pm SEA512 seg 1

JUNE 18-JULY 6, 2012 June 18,19,20,21,22,25,26,27,28,29, July 5,6, 2012
5-7 pm SEA512B seg 1

JULY 9-26, 2012 July 9,10,11,12,16,17,18,19,23,24,25,26, 2012 (3 weeks)
_______________________________________________________________________

AUG 1-17, 2012 Aug 1,2,6,7,8,9,10,13,14,15,16,17, 2012 (3 weeks)
4-6 pm SEA712 seg 1

AUG 20-SEPT 6, 2012 Aug 20,21,22,23,24,27,28,29,30, Sept 4,5,6, 2012 (3 weeks)
4-6 pm SEA812 seg 1

5-7 pm SEA812B seg 1

SEGMENT II-Seaholm High School

FEB 20,21,22, 2012 M, T, W 11 am-1 pm SEA212B seg 2

MAR 5,7,8, 2012 M, W, Thurs 5-7 pm SEA312 seg 2

MAR 20,21,22, 2012 T, W, Thurs 7-9 pm SEA312B seg 2

APR 3,4,5, 2012 T, W, Thurs 11 am-1 pm SEA412 seg 2

APR 17,18,19, 2012 T, W, Thurs 7-9 pm SEA412B seg 2

APR 30, MAY 1,2, 2012 M, T, W 5-7 pm SEA412C seg 2

MAY 15,16,17, 2012 T, W, Thurs 7-9 pm SEA512 seg 2

JUNE 5,6,7, 2012 T, W, Thurs 7-9 pm SEA612 seg 2

 
JUNE 18,19,20, 2012              M, T, W 3:30-5:30 pm SEA612B seg 2

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITES FOR OTHER DATES AND LOCATIONS 
www.appledriving.com 

Apple Driving School Inc. 248-689-8224

Apple Driving School, Inc.
4895 Stoddard
Troy, MI 48085
248-689-8224

www.appledriving.com

DUI
Cont. from page 1

   McCoy is currently out on bond for her offense. Because 
she is on bond, she is required to stay sober from drugs and 
alcohol, and submit to random drug and alcohol tests. If 
she violates these conditions, it is an immediate jail sen-
tence.
   Also, since she refused an initial PBT when pulled over, 
she has restricted driving terms for six months ordered by 
the Secretary of State’s office. These terms only allow her 
to drive to school and work. On top of that, she has been di-
rected by her attorney to notify the colleges she has applied 
to about the current state of her offense. 
   “It completely ruined my life,” McCoy said. 
   And that is often the case with many drunk driving of-
fenders. In recent years, Michigan has cracked down on in-
toxicated driving offenses, making them nearly impossible 
to strike from your record.
   According to Chris Gerback, the operations chairman for 
MADD (Mothers Against Drunk Driving) in Southeastern 
Michigan and 1981 Seaholm graduate, the stigma for drink-
ing and driving has changed since he was a kid. 
   “Things are so different from 25 years ago,” Gerback said. 
“It used to be getting pulled over with alcohol in your car, 
they dumped it out and told you to go home. That doesn’t 
happen anymore.” 
   Gerback points out there was even a change in Michigan 
law concerning drunk driving offenses. 
   “It used to be that your first DUI (driving under the influ-

ence) would fall off your record after seven years,” Gerback 
said. “The law has changed and now it stays with you the 
rest of your life.” 
   Some judges who are faced with drunk driving cases are 
trying to make an impact on the offenders, and the wide-
spread public, that drinking and driving is not acceptable. 
   The frontrunner of this movement is 48th District Court 
judge Kimberly Small. The Highlander staff made multiple 
calls to her office, but none were returned in time for the 
press deadline. 
   Still, her past record shows a strong stance against drunk 
driving. Small is known for sending first time drunk driving 
offenders to jail, something that few other judges do.  
   Small faced scrutiny in the summer of 2011 after she sen-
tenced former NBA star, and first time drunk driving of-
fender, Jalen Rose to 20 days in jail. 
   “You want to get drunk, have at it…I do mind when you 
get behind the wheel of a two-ton vehicle and use it as a 
dangerous weapon against us,” Small said during Rose’s 15 
minute sentencing on July 27, 2011, which was first pub-
lished in an Oakland Press article. 
   But Small does have a point. According to Michigan sta-
tistics in 2010, impaired driving accounted for 38% of all 
traffic deaths. Also, nationally in 2009, 10,839 people were 
killed in motor accidents where at least one of the drivers 
was certifiably drunk. 
   Gerback, who has been to several of Small’s proceedings, 
recalls how unsympathetic she is towards drunk driving of-
fenders, and how if one manages to receive probation once, 
they will not earn a second chance. 
   “When you’re on probation in [Judge Small’s] court, and 

you violate the probation order, you will go directly to jail,” 
Gerback said. 
   Gerback stresses the importance of needing to take one’s 
probation seriously. 
   “When you’re on probation, you have to take it very se-
riously,” Gerback said. “A lot of individuals laugh it off… 
They have the mindset that they’re just above it all. And it 
usually takes prison time before they change their thinking 
and their mindset….The recidivism rate for first time of-
fenders is 70%, [which means] that you will have a second 
DUI in your driving career.”
   And it isn’t just with drinking and driving either. Ac-
cording to Michigan law, there is a zero tolerance policy 
for minors operating a vehicle while intoxicated, or even 
the simple consumption of alcohol. The law states, “Any 
involvement with alcohol by teens can result in the loss 
of their driver’s licenses. Simply purchasing any alcoholic 
beverage, whether in a motor vehicle or not, care result in a 
driver’s license suspension for a teen.” 
   A first time MIP (minor in possession) offense in Michi-
gan can face a $500 to $1,000 fine, may be ordered to per-
form community service, and possibly undergo alcohol and 
drug screenings at the discretion of the judge. 
   McCoy regrets her actions, but said she has learned a lot 
from this overall experience. 
   “I’m not glad it happened,” McCoy said. “But it really was 
a huge wake up call for me. I’ve had other wake up calls, 
I guess you could say, but it really took living it to realize 
it’s not what I want to be in life, and now I’m just doing as 
much as I can to turn my life around and I think I’m doing 
pretty good so far.”

   Nobody is more upset about 
the mild winter than the Bir-
mingham United Ski Team.  
Warm temperatures and a 
lack of snow have caused them 
to lose much of their season.
   The above average tempera-
tures and far below average 
snow made it impossible for 
them to hit the slopes. It was 
even too warm for their home 
mountain, Mt. Brighton, to 
produce a substantial amount 
of artificial snow.
   “It’s been off and on this 
year, we haven’t always been 
able to produce enough snow 
(to be able to ski on),” Dianne 
Olmstead, Lodge Manager of 
Mt. Brighton, said.
   In fact, the BU ski team lost 
about half of their season.
   “Half of the season has been 
lost because of the lack of 
snow,” junior captain Isabel 
Osgood said.  “It’s been warm 
so on top of it not snowing, 

Ski Team Misses Out on Season
the mountain also can’t blow 
snow.  We haven’t been able 
to get in as much skiing as we 
want.”
   The BU ski team started their 
season off well with a strong 
performance at their first race.
   “We took second (place) at 
our first tournament,” junior 
captain Wes Vaughn said.
   But after that, it was down-
hill for the skiers.  Poor 
conditions kept them from 
practicing enough.  Unfortu-
nately, not having practice has 
its consequences.  The team 
had little time to improve be-
fore their races.  
   “The biggest problem is that 
we lost two weeks that are vi-
tal to training,” Head Coach 
Rick Tinku said.  “There’s no 
preparation that can be done 
for the skiers without snow to 
practice on.”
   Recently, the BU ski team 
got back on the slopes and at-
tempted to capitalize on the 
remainder of their season.  On 
February 2, during their lat-
est regular season meet, both 
the boy’s and the girl’s teams 

finished in seventh place.  Top 
scorers for the race were Wes 
Vaughn with 52 points and 
Groves sophomore Lily Doolin 
with 35 points.
   On January 31, BU competed 
in a ten team race at Mt. Brigh-
ton; the boy’s side finished in 
fourth place and the Girl’s 
team finished seventh.  Groves 
sophomore Andre Sagante had 
the top combined score for BU 
with 39.26 points.  And Lily 
Doolin had the highest score 

from the girl’s side with 42.75 
points.
   The BU team members are 
looking to make the most of 
their last remaining competi-
tions.  They will compete at 
leagues and regionals and are 
hoping to go even further into 
the post season.
   “Depending on how we do 
there (regionals), we might 
go to states,” Vaughn said.  
“Hopefully we’ll do pretty well; 
I think we’re going to do well.” 

David Granadier
Deputy Sports Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

New Coach
Cont. from page 2

Frank believes that DeWald’s 
record does not accurately dis-
play his coaching ability for 
several reasons.
   “Andover is in a very unique 
situation with the school clos-
ing soon and this not a fair re-
flection of Andover football,” 
said Frank 
   The Andover football team 
fielded about 20 men last sea-
son and was competitive in 
almost every contest. The Bar-
ons lost six of their nine games 
by seven points or less.
   DeWald brings a reputation 
of being a passionate man that 
demands a 100% effort at all 
times.
    “He gets the most out of his 
players regardless of who they 
are. He is a man of high char-
acter and will never give up 
on a kid,” said Andover senior 
lineman Tim Zobl. 
    DeWald has been more than 
just a coach to his former play-
ers, but a mentor who is al-
ways there for his guys.
    “I have a personal relation-
ship with coach and I know he 

is someone I will keep in con-
tact with after high school, and 
definitely plan to come back 
and visit him, no matter where 
he coaches,” said Andover se-
nior lineman Max Elder.
    Now that DeWald is settling 
in he is getting to know his 
players. He had a brief meet-
ing Tuesday to introduce him-
self and is in the weight room 
after school introducing him-
self to the guys.
   “I like what he had to say 
during the meeting Tuesday 
and I’m excited to start work-
ing with him ASAP,” said se-
nior linemen Tommy Oelke. 

Loophole Makes it Easy 
for Students to Skip

Rachel Murphy 
Deputy Student Life Editor
rmurphy@seaholmhighlander.com

Sam Jones
Staff Writer
sjones@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo Courtesy Of Seaholm Yearbook

Unlike this season, last year’s ski team members, such as the 
student pictured above, did not lack snow for their sport.

*Editor’s Note: Names have 
been changed.

   He routinely signs in to 
his 4th hour class, making 
sure his absence is excused.  
The teacher turns her head 
for a moment, focusing her 
attention elsewhere.  He 
creeps out the door walks 
down the main hallway, out 
the pool doors and drives off 
relieved; skipping class, once 
again.  
   Junior Ryan Robinson* 
makes this a regular practice. 
   “I’ve never gotten caught,” 
Robinson said, “I skip every 
day.”
   But it’s not just Robinson. 
Skipping class frequently 
is a regular occurrence for 
students at Seaholm High 
School. Whether to avoid a 
test, or simply because they 
don’t feel like it, Seaholm 
students skip out on class 
mainly just because they can. 
   Cutting classes has become 
an art form for many students. 
Of the 100 students surveyed 
by the Highlander, 79 of them 
said they had skipped class 
before. Using cunning and 
trickery, these students skip 
classes and often times don’t 
get caught. 
   Some students say they 
simply need a break. They 
claim they feel the need to take 
an hour or so off to relax.
   “It benefits you, and your 
brain is refreshed,” sophomore 
Natalie Pierce said. 
   Sometimes seeing a substitute 
teacher is the cue for student to 
ditch class. Some stick around 
for attendance and then bolt, 
while others just don’t come 
at all. 
   “I skip when there’s a sub 

because there is nothing to 
do,” junior Riley Micallef said.  
   What about the call 
home? There are a couple of 
techniques used to evade the 
dreaded message.
   In an effort to avoid the 
parent informing call, “I had 
a friend call in and excuse my 
absence,” junior Jane Smith* 
said, “she acted like she was 
my mom.”
   Others take a different 
approach. 
  When the school calls home to 
report an unexcused absence, 
“I make sure to pick up the 
phone so my parents don’t get 
the call that I skipped,” senior 
Megan Collins* said.  
   “I don’t feel well”, “I just 
need to rest”, “We’re watching 
a movie today anyway”. These 
are just some of the lines 
students, like senior Kate 
Brown* feed their parents 
when asking to be excused 
from a class. As creative as 
many students get, parents 
often play a role in their 
kids skipping. A simple call 
to school can get a student 
excused from class.
   Of the 79 students who had 
skipped a class before, 52% 
said they had parents call 
them in when they cut class.
   This method works for 
sophomore Jackie Beauregard. 
   “Sometimes there’s those 
days when you just need to 
skip class,” Beauregard said, 
adding, that if her parents 
are aware of an unexcused 
absence, they call it in. 
   However, when trying to 
find a parent who would admit 
to calling in their child for 
skipping, these reporters were 
unable to find one who would 
go on record.  
   “In most cases it’s not 
an aiding and abetting of 
truancy,” Assistant Principal 
Deb Boyer said, claiming that 
parents are just trying to look 
out for their kids. 
   However, compared to other 
schools, Seaholm’s system has 
few harsh repercussions.

   According to the Seaholm 
Student Handbook, a student 
caught skipping receives an 
unexcused absence.  If the 
unexcused absences continue, 
the student risks a possible 
loss of credit, usually after 
eight or more unexcused/
excessive absences occurring 
during the same class period. 
Do the math, and missing 
eight classes in one trimester 
accounts for 13% of total class 
time.
   “Every missing body affects 
the dynamics of a class,” Boyer 
said.
   Not only does the student get 
marked unexcused, but they 
also suffer the consequences 
of missing important class 
lessons and having to make up 
work.
   At Troy High School, skipping 
class is regarded as a Level I 
Violation.   The consequences 
include notification of a parent 
and a detention. 
   Berkley High School has 
a similar policy. The same 
penalties apply, only instead 
of a detention, a student may 
be subject to attending school 
on a Saturday.  
   However, the most stringent 
form of discipline for students 
who receive an unexcused 
absence is Lincoln Street 
Alternative’s procedure.  
Any student who skips 
class without an excuse is 
automatically given a one day 
suspension.  
   Lincoln Principal Gary Bigger 
said his students don’t conceal 
their skipping with excuses.
   “If they go, they just go,” 
Bigger said.
   When it comes to attendance 
and skipping, Seaholm is 
notorious. Its lenient policies 
are soft on those who cut 
class, yet its students go to the 
greatest lengths to cheat the 
system.
   “The way you do it doesn’t 
really matter,” George said, 
“sometimes, you just need to 
skip.”
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It’s not 
Just for
the Grade
  Seaholm is notoriously 
known for being fiercely com-
petitive when it comes to 
sports, appearance, and most 
importantly-grades. Not a day 
goes by without the inevitable 
question being asked, “What’d 
you get on that test?” or “What 
do you have in that class?” It’s 
simply some-
thing Seaholm 
is known for. 
   However, 
how many 
students do 
you hear say-
ing-“I worked 
SO hard for 
that A?”
S t u d e n t s 
would much 
rather have the 
“A” work hand-
ed to them as 
opposed to working to accom-
plish something worthwhile. 
   While I have been guilty of 
this myself, I know for fact 
that this will not be of any help 
later in life.  
   With the new 21st century 
learning education in action, 
students are required to be self 
driven. 
This is where it has been made 
evident how lazy students ac-
tually are. The new project-
based learning is prominent 
more than ever in the 21st cen-
tury classroom, and this may 
just be a senior mentality, but 
nobody is willing to put forth 
the effort. 
   In an AP class that is current-
ly using project-based learn-
ing, students explained they 
would much rather be lectured 
to and take notes during class 
rather than being innovative.
   But, is this just a cop out? 
A subtle way of students say-
ing they would much rather 
stare out the window or play 
Temple Run, than really grasp 
the information and surround 
themselves in a world of 
knowledge and learning?
   I think it is. 
   I mean, from a student’s per-
spective, that’s what it sounds 
like. 
   And simply from what I hear 
my peers talking about in the 
hallway, especially seniors, 
they aren’t willing to put forth 
any effort, seeing we only have 
98 days left.
   The way I see it, as the years 
have gone on, students here 
are much less concerned with 
learning, and more concern 
with completing the work and 
making the grade.
   But whose fault is it for 
students having this mental-
ity? Parents? Their peers? The 
pressure of the school?
   It’s a combination of all three 
but I’m leaning toward the 
third option.
   We’re pressured to maintain 
a perfect GPA. Counselors are 
constantly grilling us to take 
the hardest classes possible 
and still come out on top.
   This, along with being in-
volved with school activities, 
life events, and difficult class-
es-coming out the best of the 
best can be nearly impossible 
for some students. 
   So when students are faced 
with challenging assignments 
or classes, they try to scrape by 
with the bare minimum.
   And now with the integration 
of 21st century learning, we’re 
actually being forced to put 
our minds to work, which ulti-
mately gets in the way of easily 
getting through the class with-
out doing anything.

Dooley 
Noted
Meghan 
DooleyCommercials vs. Game?

Commentary

Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

   When you talked to your friends last Monday, 
did you mention Tom Brady’s near miracle 
Hail Mary, or about how bad the commercials 
were?
   To be perfectly honest, the good commercials 
were few and far between this year. Apart from 
a few laughs and the annual sexual innuendo 
from GoDaddy, there were few that were even 
funny. 
   The average cost of a commercial aired dur-
ing Super Bowl XLVI was $3.5 Million. The 
NFL’s average salary was $1.9 million in 2012. 
Apparently extraordinary people are worth 
less than advertisements.
   The Super Bowl used to be about the vicious 
fight to the finish between the two best football 
teams in the world. It used to be about a 60 
minute all-out brawl in a desperate attempt to 
become part of football lore.
    Now people are more compelled to watch a 
dog named Quiggly moonwalk across the fin-
ish line wearing Sketchers than they are to see 
Eli Manning grow to elite status in one of the 
greatest shows of athleticism on earth.  Really? 
How does Sketchers even have $3.5 million?
    A simple scan of Twitter and Facebook dur-
ing play stoppages saw people freely admit that 
they were only watching to see a certain high 
school graduate lose his mind when he thought 
he received a Camaro as a graduation present, 
only to see his neighbor drive off while he is left 
with a mini-fridge.
   The Giants pulled off another Super Bowl 
upset over the Patriots with another Eli Man-
ning orchestrated fourth quarter drive, capped 
by Ahmad Bradshaw’s accidental backwards 
tumble into the end zone to take the 21-17 lead 

with 57 seconds remaining in regulation. 
   Did you see that? Or were you still raving 
about Clint Eastwood’s two minute pep talk to 
America? 
   Did you know Eli Manning started the game 
with nine straight completions, a Super Bowl 
record, or see Tom Brady complete 14 straight 
passes to break another Super Bowl record?
   The Super Bowl spectacle has become more 
about what’s on TV in between plays rather 
than the epic struggle between the titans of the 
NFL. People are beginning to undervalue the 
worth of the Vincent Lombardi Trophy simply 
based on the sweaty finger prints and lip marks 
that are all over by the time the owner gets to 
hold it. 
   This year’s Super Bowl attracted 111.3 Mil-
lion US viewers during the game and 114.3 mil-
lion during the halftime show or roughly one 
out of three Americans. Naturally the millions 
of people watching it makes the Super Bowl 
an attractive time slot to advertise your prod-
uct, and since people want to watch the Super 
Bowl, companies make interesting commer-
cials to fill the void between the quarters and 
during time outs. 
   Super Bowl XLVI itself will rank better than 
the prequel (Super Bowl XLII) which puts it 
in the top ten greatest of all time according to 
Sports Illustrated. 
   Sadly, more of the Tweets throughout the 
course of the game were about the Red M&M 
stripping and wiggling to LMFAO’s “I’m Sexy 
and I know it,” rather than Mario Manning-
ham’s tiptoe catch to start the comeback drive.
   While the Super Bowl is as popular as it is, too 
many people have lost their way when it comes 
to the first Sunday in February, it’s time to get 
back to celebrating the game, and not how fun-
ny the Dorito’s producers are.

If you’ve 
ever been 
a camper 
at Sprin-
ghill, it’s 
likely that 
y o u ’ v e 
heard the 
p h r a s e 
“FTK.” 
   It means 
“For The 
Kids.” It 
m e a n s 

“give up being cool.” It means 
“step up to the plate.” It means 
“remember people doing this 
for you?” It is a way for coun-
selors or volunteers to remind 
each other, and themselves, 
why they are at camp: to the 
serve kids.
   Unfortunately, for the majori-
ty of teenagers who participate 
in community service, it’s not 
all always about the kids. Or 
the old people. Or the animals. 
Or the homeless. Instead, it’s 
about a nifty line item on their 
future college application’s list 
of accomplishments.
   And it’s sad. 
   One way or another, every 
student at Seaholm will have 
done some type of community 
service by the time they gradu-
ate. Whether it’s required for 
Health class or National Hon-
ors Society, these hours come 
from all over: from building 
houses in Guatemala to giving 
blood during a school day. So 
does it matter if those hours 
are selfish or heartfelt? After 
all, the services are being done: 
the leaves raked, the homeless 
fed, the flyers handed out, the 
children watched, and the old 
lady helped across the street. 
But will the college admissions 
person reading your applica-
tion know the difference?
   Well, in an email interview, 
college counseling advisor 
at Roeper High School and 
author of College is Yours in 
600 Words or Less Patrick 
O’Connor says yes.
   “When it comes to com-
munity service, they can very 
easily sort out the truly com-
mitted from the posers,” said 
O’Connor. “Reviewing appli-
cations is like reading a good 
book; colleges are able to see 
a number of layers and mean-
ings all at the same time, and 
that helps them understand 
what each student would bring 
to campus if they were admit-

Commentary
Jamie Hinz

Do it for the
Kids, not for the
Colleges

ted.” Truth is, as O’Connor 
points out in his article, 
there’s also plenty of need 
right around home. It might 
be less glamorous than getting 
a tan in some impoverished 
country, but it might also ap-
pear less expensive and more 
sincere to college admissions 
counselors.
   O’ Connor has written about 
the community service sham 
himself, in an article on The 
Christian Science Monitor’s 
website. He believes it’s time 
for high school students ap-
plying to college to take a new 
look at community service. 
“Wherever you serve, whom-
ever you serve, real service 
only begins when you park 
your aspirations at the door 
and give yourself over to the 
work at hand,” O’Connor says.
   I admit to knowing the ser-
vice I’ve done through Spring-
hill and Younglife would look 
good on my college resume. 
But that was never my main 
goal. 
   I’d also like to think that if no 
colleges cared about commu-
nity service I would still be a 
Younglife leader and a Spring-
hill TST member and the Class 
of 2012’s Field Day Chair. That 
is not the case with everyone. 
It’s always interesting to see 
who continues serving their 
community after they are ac-
cepted to their university of 
choice.
   When I was cleaning dirty 
bathrooms, washing greasy 
plates, jumping in a freezing 
lake first so that others might 
follow, or dancing like a crazy 
person to get a middle school 
kid out of their comfort zone, 
it wasn’t “this is for my college 
application” that bolstered me 
through. 
   It was FTK--the same reason 
I’ve taken a job at Springhill 
this summer lifeguarding for 
one third the money I have 
previously made working at a 
country club. It was the only 
way I knew how to say, “thank 
you” to the leaders, counsel-
ors, area directors, Young-
life and Springhill staff that 
served me, taught me, encour-
aged me, challenged me, and 
helped shape me into the per-
son I am today. 
   I served because I genuine-
ly wanted to give back. And I 
hope the college I choose to at-
tend sees that.

Man on the Street:
How do you spend your time during X-Block?  

“I use it for stuff that I don’t 
want to stay after school 
for, so I go in early on X-
Block.”  

-Senior nick Resnick  

“Usually I use the time to 
sleep in, but if I have home-
work then I’ll do that.”
 -Sophomore    
 Karl Marback 

“Usually I either come in 
to see a teacher, or study 
in the library.”  

-Junior Alexa Bowman 

“I sleep, or go to the 
Computer Tech labs.” 
 -Freshman 
 Lauren Hudak

“A” Disaster By Lenny Terterian

House Rules Will Only be Effective if you Make Them 
   It would appear as if the House Rules for Seaholm have finally been estab-
lished.  That’s fantastic news.  It’s good to see that Birmingham Voice is willing 
to put so much effort into bettering Seaholm as a school and as a community.   
There’s only praise to be had for Birmingham Voice for being willing to speak 
out and undertake the beginning steps of changing the community.  
   That’s exactly the right kind of message to be deliver-
ing, after all.  It inspires the community to change for 
the better, by showing that there are fellow students 
willing to take the challenge and rise to the occasion.  
It’s the kind of message that becomes stronger as 
more and more people follow it, in turning inspiring 
more to adopt the message.
   And yet, there’s a very simple problem with the 
House Rules: they aren’t enough as they currently 
are.  To be blunt, they currently amount to nothing 
more than words on paper.  To go about the school, 
posting up the freshly-established House Rules would do alarmingly little, if 
anything, for the sake of change.  
   Indeed, it would seem that though the idea of the House Rules is solid, and 
the rules themselves undeniably point toward the establishment of a brighter 
future for Seaholm, the execution is lacking severely.  
   All the delinquents, hooligans, and ne’er-do-wells of Seaholm will pay little 
heed to the Rules if they are merely thrown onto a piece of paper, copied 70 or 

80 times, and then taped to a wall here or there.  That method is far too pas-
sive – it cannot ensure that the House Rules will even be considered, let alone 
followed.
   The fact of the matter is that an idea like House Rules for our school warrants 
far more than just that.  In order for House Rules to be effective, they need 

to serve as more than mere guidelines.  They need 
to be a call to action.   They need to not only estab-
lish ground rules for the community to follow, but to 
make people understand that the following of these 
rules is of critical importance.
   It goes beyond just that, however – the rules them-
selves need to be expressed in a manner that empha-
sizes the symbolism behind the entire movement.  
The rules, after all, demonstrate an entire commu-
nity’s ability to change, and to cleanse itself of flaws 
like intolerance and hate.  Though it may start with a 

small group of kids, it appeals to the entire good nature of the Seaholm commu-
nity – a community that’s already proven in the past that it does have goodness.
   And do words on paper really have that sort of effect?  Absolutely not.  This 
scenario has already played out at Groves, with questionable success.  The prob-
lem here lies not with the idea itself.  The idea can only bring about a better 
Seaholm.  But it almost goes without saying that perhaps the execution of Bir-
mingham Voice’s House Rules could use some revision.

In order for House Rules to be 
effective, they need to serve as 

more than mere guidelines.  
They need to be a call to 

action. 

Staff Editorial
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The Toughest Kid at Seaholm

Jake Badalamenti
Staff Writer
jbadalamenti@seaholmhighlander.com

Skating Toward 
Success

Photo Courtesy Of Alex Aldridge
Senior Alex Aldridge and her figure skating partner, Daniel Eaton, perform one of their routines. Aldridge and Eaton scored 142.10 at the 
National Championship, winning the competition. 

   At 5 a.m. every morning Alex Aldridge is 
woken by the sounds of her alarm clock. Af-
ter dragging herself out of bed, showering and 
eating her light routine breakfast of fruit and 
coffee, she jumps in the car and heads over to 
the Detroit Skate Club.
   This is where her day starts.
   Carefully she sharpens her skates and quickly 
laces up with precision. But before she hits the 
rink, Aldridge makes sure she is completely 
stretched out. 
   For someone in her position, even a sprained 
ankle could bring an abrupt end to her already 
wildly successful skating career. 
   The next four hours Aldridge dedicates her-
self to her skating.
   Aldridge and her partner Daniel Eaton repeat 
their physically demanding routine, prepping 
themselves for both their ice-dances. 
   According to Aldridge, every aspect of their 
on-ice performance must be flawless if they 
have any chance of winning nationals.
   And if there is any error or slip-up—they run 
it again.

   “Sometimes practice can be extremely tire-
some and I’ll just want to give up,” Aldridge 
said. “But then I just think about how badly I 
want to win and I’ll keep going.”
   Next is dry- land training—pushups, sit-ups 
and all different types of cardio and yoga con-
clude her workout.
   After the six-hour workout, Aldridge is ex-
hausted—but she knows it is worth it.
   “I’ve always wanted to be a champion,” Al-
dridge said. “And after nationals, I can finally 
say I am.”
   Last month, Aldridge and Eaton went to San 
Jose, California to compete in the Junior Ice-
Dance Figure Skating Nationals. The pair were 
faced up against all the top ice-dancers in the 
United States. After coming in 5th last year, 
Aldridge was determined to take the goal this 
year.
   “Last year’s Nationals left me feeling unac-
complished,” Aldridge said. “I put in more 
work this year than I ever have with hopes of 
winning Nationals and making it to the World 
Championship.”
   However, only three on-site practices are al-
lowed during the season. This left very little 
time for Alex and her partner to get familiar 

with the rink on which they would be perform-
ing.
   Their routines consisted of one short dance 
and one free dance.
   On the day of the National Championship, 
the pair preformed both their routines and felt 
content with their performances.

   “We did our routines perfectly,” Aldridge 
said. “I could not have asked for anything bet-
ter.”
   Right after performing their “perfect” rou-
tine, the scores were posted and the duo saw 
that they had scored an incredible 142.10. That 
was ten points higher than the leading team.
   This is when they knew they had won.
   “I know that Daniel and I had the potential to 
win it all,” Aldridge said. “But the completion 
will be better and we will have to work even 
harder.”
   Aldridge and Eaton are now preparing for the 
2012 World Junior Figure Skating Champion-
ships, held in Minsk, Belarus from February 27 
to March 4, and Aldridge is still living by the 

same motto she has always lived by.

   “It’s not where you start, it’s where you fin-
ish.”

Social Exclusion

Austin Filbin 
Assistant Editor in Chief
afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

   Junior Marien O’Shea struggled with other stu-
dents when she decided to come out to her com-
munity as a lesbian.
   But it wasn’t what students did that hurt her. It 
was what they didn’t do.
   According to the Adler School of Professional 
Psychology’s webpage, social exclusion is defined 
as “a concept that is used in many parts of the 
world to refer to the complex processes that deny 
certain groups access to rights, opportunities, and 
resources that are key to social integration.”
   At the high school social level, exclusion can ei-
ther take place in person or online, building a so-
cial barrier around victims, detaching them from 
their community. 
This type of forced disassociation with a person or 
group of people in a community has become a very 
real form of bullying.
    This can range anywhere from a peer not accept-
ing a friend’s personal difference, or an environ-
ment that offers no comfortable place for a student 
to socially participate.
   Although this form of bullying doesn’t harness 
any aspects of harassment, the victims can be left 
in just as much pain.
   O’Shea has been a co-head of the GSA ever since 
she decided to come out this summer. She saw 
a flaw in Seaholm’s community and wanted to 
change it. But this flaw was not observed from a 
distance—this was her reality.
   The moment she made her sexual orientation 
public online, she noticed immediate backlash 
from the Seaholm student community—none of 
which was online.
   “When I would walk into a classroom, people in 
the beginning of the hour would all be talking and 
milling around,” O’Shea said. “In classes where I 
only had one friend, that friend would talk to me. 
But the rest of the people would look down or look 
away, didn’t make eye contact and wouldn’t talk 
to me.”
   This had a deep impact on O’Shea.
   “It gave off the impression that what I did wasn’t 
a safe thing to do,” O’Shea said.
   For O’Shea, this sudden disassociation didn’t 
only highlight the flaws in the general culture at 
Seaholm, but brought up frustration O’Shea had 
towards her close friends.
   “I had friends that after learning that I was gay 
just wouldn’t talk to me anymore,” O’Shea said. 
“And they were close friends of mine.”
   O’Shea said she has been confronted by peers 
who share their fears of potential social exclusion.
   “There are people that I know that are gay and 
that don’t come to GSA,” O’Shea said. “The reason 
they don’t come is because they are worried that 
they are going to be put into a social position that 
is bound to be targeted.”
   Not only has Social Exclusion targeted kids emo-
tionally, but it has made them uncomfortable ex-
pressing their beliefs in their community. 
   However, Calder Kaufman, a psychotherapist at 
the Birmingham Maple Clinic, said the Lesbian 
Gay Bi Transgendered (LGBT) community is not 
the only minority commonly effected by social ex-
clusion.
   “The way I conceptualize [social exclusion] is in 
the terms of institutional racism,” Kaufman said. 
“It is a contemporary form of racism that mani-
fests implicitly in culture and societal subsystems 
and serves to suppress individuals and groups, 
particularly those in a minority.”
   Many of Kaufman’s patients have fallen victim to 
social exclusion.
   “From a psychological perspective, [social exclu-
sion] leaves many people feeling isolated, shamed 
and embarrassed, and angry,” Kaufman said. 
   Over time, these feelings can foment.
   “This results in diagnoses of depression and anx-
iety disorders,” Kaufman said.
   Minorities like the LGBT community, as well the 
African American communities at Seaholm have 
seen conflict at the school, with the racial graffiti 
incident last Spring, and also with the defacement 
of GSA signs. 
   But with diversity groups and movements sprout-
ing up all over Seaholm, the hope is that Seaholm’s 
current culture is due for a serious revision.
   “From the beginning of this year, GSA has taken 
a much more active role,” O’Shea said. “When our 
posters were taken down, we raised a fuss. People 
who are members of it have been more open about 
being in it.”
   With a newly released round of GSA posters up, 
the group has gone in the past week from their 
regular seven members to nearly 20.
   Also the Maple Tree has recently released a 
new line of bracelets that read “NO PLACE FOR 
HATE”.
   Assistant Principal Deb Boyer recognizes the 
changes that must occur.
   “This is a really difficult cultural change that 
we need to make,” Boyer said. “Because what 
[Seaholm] is doing, isn’t just changing this place 
in these four years. This has been happening for 
many, many years.”
   Boyer said that she is hopeful for the future of the 
school and believes that groups like Birmingham 
Voice, GSA and the mentorship program are truly 
the strongest forces between bullying and the halls 
of Seaholm.
   “I don’t have one answer,” Boyer said. “I think 
we need to keep trying to work away at the issue. 
It is the positive leaders in the young people who 
will not allow this stuff to occur. This makes it way 
more likely that we can change this culture.”

   Collin Trask just may be the toughest kid at 
Seaholm. 
   He’s never scored a touchdown or beaten up 
a freshman for lunch money. He doesn’t drag 
race out to lunch and he doesn’t stand six feet 
tall. But Collin has been in the fight of his life 
for four years.
     Collin has cancer.
   In late 2007, Collin was a typical seventh 
grader at Derby Middle School. He lived a 
normal life in his house in Troy with his par-
ents and was an avid sports fan. Even during 
school, he could frequently be found sporting 
his trademark Green Bay Packers hat. For a 
moment, life was perfect.
   A period began where Collin spent several 
weeks losing weight and feeling incredibly 
sick. Vomiting daily was enough for Collin’s 
pediatrician to refer him to several doctors, yet 
none of them were able to pinpoint what the 
problem was. Early November came, and the 
sickness was not fading, so doctors sent him 
for an MRI at Children’s Hospital of Michigan, 
located in Detroit.
   On Saturday, November 3, the diagnosis 
came in. Collin had a Medulloblastoma in his 
cerebellum, the part of the brain which con-
trols basic motor functions.
   “A Medulloblastoma is a cancerous tumor 
which grows typically out of brain tissue,” said 
Martin Holland, MD, a neurosurgeon out of 
Tyler, Texas. Dr. Holland is not associated with 
Trask. “They can be cured and controlled, but 
it’s a long and difficult process.”
   The following day, he underwent surgery to 
have the tumor removed.
   “I remember intense pain and a burning feel-
ing,” Trask said.
   Collin began a relatively new system for treat-
ment. He would follow a regular process of Ra-
diation and Chemotherapy along with an infu-
sion of his own stem cells into his body to help 
his immune system fight off the foreign cells. 
He was informed that it would be a very long 
and difficult process.

Kathleen Davis
Staff Writer 
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

   A total of thirty radiation 
treatments began in De-
cember 2007 and were once 
a day, five days a week, for 
six weeks. The process was 
grueling and exhausting, 
wiping out Collin physically 
and mentally. He was treat-
ed through the holidays into 
the beginning of 2008.
   Colin returned for his 
eighth grade year. The tran-
sition back to school was dif-
ficult, but he was successful 
in maintaining his grades 
with the help of caring staff. 
He was even able to attend 
a two week trip to China 
with his eighth grade Chi-
nese class. Collin was able to 
participate in most of the activities and never 
complained.
   In February of 2009, Rainbow Connection, 
a Michigan based group similar to Make-a-
Wish, granted Collin the chance to go to Super 
Bowl XLIII in Tampa, Florida. Collin attended 
with a close friend and had a second wish come 
true when the Steelers won, as he had hoped.
   During this time, Collin got to know several 
people who were struggling with the same dis-
ease.
   “I get a lot of tips from them and share some 
of my own,” Trask said. “We also share stories.”
   After a generally quiet year, a heartbreaking 
nightmare came true. An MRI unearthed the 
presence of three newly formed tumors in his 
brain and spine. A less aggressive course was 
taken this time, with the hope for less surgery 
and unneeded trauma.
   As of May 2010, the tumors had significantly 
shrunk, thanks to the treatments. However 
traces of cancer still remained.
   Collin has been successful in maintaining a 
positive attitude through his experience.
   “I think a lot,” Trask said. “You have to real-
ize that there’s no reason to worry about things 
that are beyond your control, and just do things 
to make life more enjoyable.”
   Since resuming Chemotherapy treatments 

on October 30, Collin has been confined to his 
house, but keeps up with school work thanks to 
the help loving staff in the building.
   “He’s a really great kid,” Rochelle Rogers 
said, Collin’s Psychology teacher who teaches 
him at home. “He’s extremely bright and just 
the sweetest.”
   On November 2, Seaholm’s RAK (Random 
Acts of Kindness) club held a special meeting 
to make “get well” cards for Colin. Over forty 
cards were made in support, each wishing him 
a speedy recovery and hope for the future. 
   “It was great to see so many people show their 
support for Collin,” RAK president Will Shee-
han said. “Everyone was so eager to make sure 
he was doing alright.”
   Collin has been back at Children’s Hospital, 
receiving his most recent treatments for che-
motherapy, which seem to be successful. He is 
currently homebound and will not be return-
ing to school soon. However, most recent MRIs 
show a significant decrease in cancer cells on 
the spinal cord.
   “You have to learn not to waste life,” Collin 
said. “The best times are ones spent with peo-
ple you enjoy being with.”
   You can follow Collin’s progress at his Care 
Page site-
 http://www.carepages.com/carepages/Col-

Senior Alex 
Aldridge to 
skate at world  
competition 
held in Minsk, 
Belarus 
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Colin Trask has battled cancer for the past four years. He 
is currently homebound. 

The New
Bullying
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How to: Combat  Procrastination like a Professional

   I am going to write a great 
lede to this column. Eventu-
ally.  It will be awesome, I 
promise. In the meantime, I 
perused People magazine for 

  Twitter is a fun and quick 
way to express one’s opinion. 
It also is a very powerful and 
potentially dangerous tool. In 
fact, it could possibly get one’s 
college admissions revoked, 
and impact the way hiring 
companies view that person.
  A survey performed in 2009 
by the National Association 
for College Admissions Coun-
seling showed that 88 percent 
of admissions officers believed 
that social networking sites 
were either somewhat impor-
tant or very important to their 
current and future recruit-
ment efforts.
   “Absolutely tweets can af-
fect a prospective student’s 
admission,” Michigan State 
University Admissions Coun-
selor John Hoffschneider said. 
“Any thing you put on social 
networking sites can affect it, 
because if you put something 
on your page that can be seen 
as threatening, derogatory, 
or causing harm, who‘s to say 
that you‘ll stop once you get 
into college?”
  This means social networking 
sites such as Facebook, Twit-
ter, and Tumblr could have 
a negative impact on admis-
sions to colleges for Seaholm 
students.
 “Although admission coun-
selors may not check specifi-
cally each student’s profiles or 
blogs, it is best to follow these 
guidelines given the open and 
accessible nature of the inter-
net,” Seaholm college and ca-
reer center instructor Judith 
Stahl said.
  A survey of Seaholm students 
who used Twitter showed that 
60 percent of students had 
deleted at least one tweet, of 
which 60 percent of students 
said were deleted because they 
were offensive or inappropri-
ate.
  “I don’t put a lot of thought 
into my tweets,” junior Winna 
Wu said. “I tweet when it feels 
like the right thing to do.”
  Of the 50 students who ad-

InWoo Hwang
Staff Writer
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mitted to deleting at least one 
tweet, 72 percent of them said 
the motive behind the tweet 
was humor or on the spur of 
the moment.
  “I tweet funny things,” junior 
Mariah Cummings said. “If 
I think its funny, I’m gonna 
tweet it.”
  Even if it is light hearted or 
sarcastic, students should still 
be careful about what they 
tweet. As it can be a repellent 
to companies looking to hire.
 “It doesn’t happen often 
with jobs that pay less than 
$50,000, because they don‘t 
have the time to look,” Li-
censed Professional Counselor 
Nolan Moore said. “However, 
when you’re talking six-figures 
and upwards, it is common 
practice.” 
  The reason this is a problem 
for young adults is, unlike ac-
complished professionals who 
utilize social networking to 
promote a positive image, they 
use it as a source of entertain-
ment.
   “Most of the time, the people 
that are in the position to be 
hired for high paying and high 
profile jobs are intelligent and 
experienced professionals, so 
they present themselves in a 
professional and positive man-
ner on Facebook and Twitter,” 
Moore said. “High school and 
college students, however, 
have very little self control, so 
it can be a problem.”
  With the development of 
technology and social net-
working, more and more com-
panies are becoming sensitive 
to the activities done by poten-
tial employees. According to 
Reputations.com, a recent poll 
showed that approximately 
80 percent of recruiting pro-
fessionals incorporate online 
reputation research into their 
hiring process, and that 70 
percent of those companies 
have rejected an applicant due 
to something they found on-
line.
   “The trend is the education 
level,” Moore said. “Lower 
the education level, the more 
abrasive, derogatory, and 
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details on Heidi and Seal’s 
separation, Googled funny 
cat videos, cleaned all of my 
makeup brushes, and finally 
ended my night watching re-
peats of CSI: Miami.  
   Why was I doing all of these 
meaningless things in place 

of the urgent tasks I needed 
to complete? Because I, like 
many of you probably, suffer 
from the procrastination epi-
demic.  Ok so maybe it’s not 
really a sickness but accord-
ing to Psychology Today 20 
percent of people are true pro-
crastinators, who “consistent-
ly avoid tasks and deliberately 
look for distractions.”   
   While we may defend pro-
crastinating by qualifying 
that we ‘work better under 
pressure’ there comes a point 
when it is difficult to complete 
important tasks with accu-
racy, if at all.  With February 
just around the corner, you 
may have already lost hope on 
those New Year’s resolutions, 
but there is hope for fixing this 
and avoiding falling into the 
procrastination pit.
   Here are some tips on how to 
manage procrastination and 
complete important tasks ef-
ficiently:
   
   Eating the elephant.  Hav-
ing trouble finishing that huge 

research paper or long ‘21st 
learning project’? Split it into 
small chunks and schedule 
time to work on each part, so 
you’re less overwhelmed. It is 
easier to motivate yourself to 
complete large tasks in small-
er sections, while waiting until 
the last minute can make you 
anxious and may affect the 
quality of your work.  
   Before I got to writing tip 
two I found myself spend-
ing a mindless hour watch-
ing Meghan Dooley attempt a 
Britney Spears song on Just 
Dance 2. 

  Organize. Make use of your 
student planner. You remem-
ber that maroon spiral from 
way back at registration? Yea, 
that one.  Write down and pri-
oritize all the things you need 
to get done, and cross them 
off as you go.  Believe me, it’s 
exhilarating to shrink down 
the ‘to do’ list and relieve all of 
that built up stress.

      Reward yourself.  Think 

of this as the grown up version 
of the gold star process from 
elementary school.  Make 
deals with yourself like an 
hour of studying for that math 
test equals an hour to watch 
all those shows that have ac-
cumulated on your TiVo.  
   It took me almost two days 
to finish tip three as I spent 
my time online shopping for 
spring break attire. 

   Listen to some music.  
While this might sound more 
distracting than anything, 
certain music can definitely 
spark creativity in the brain.  
Start by making a homework-
playlist that works for you.  If 
you’re anything like me, there 
is nothing more inhibiting to 
productivity then dead silence, 
so jazz up the atmosphere with 
music to ensure you get your 
work done.  
   
   Secure a study spot.  With 
lap tops it is so easy to try to 
work on that paper or project 
from the couch, but doing so 
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personal information can be 
found on that person’s page.” 
   However, there are ways to 
avoid getting in trouble be-
cause of social media. In some 
cases, students can actually 
improve their chances of get-
ting accepted by colleges and 
getting a job after college.
  “Put more positive things on 
your page,” Moore said. “Use 
social networking to better 
your career, even if you’re still 
in high school. Put more posts 
about the field you aspire to go 
into.”
  Still, profiles on Facebook, 
Twitter, and other social net-
working sites should be moni-
tored and used carefully.
   “Social media is a double 
edge sword,” said Hoffsch-
neider. “There are many posi-
tive things, but be very con-
scious about what you post. It 
can not only affect your college 
admissions, but also your fu-
ture employment.”
   At the same time, students 
should be aware and care-
fully select their usernames 
and what basic information is 
shown to the general public, 
even if they cannot access the 
whole page.
   “It is just good common 
sense to ensure that your so-
cial networking usernames are 
appropriate and respectful.” 
Stahl said. “A student with 
an email of “ihatetostudy” or 
“partygirl” may want to re-
think their choice of username 
as it will immediately reflect 
on the kind of student they 
will be.”
   To Seaholm students that 
use Twitter and other social 
networking sites, Stahl has a 
couple words of advice.
   “Remember that twitter en-
tries can be added on your ad-
missions file, be as polite and 
respectful in a tweet as you 
would be face to face,” Stahl 
said. “Students should remain 
cautious of publishing tweets 
considering they are open and 
accessible to a worldwide au-
dience when posted.”

   “Facebook is the devil.”
   Senior Dennis Wegienek was never one for understatement.    
But this obvious hyperbole hides an underlying truth: many 
Seaholm students are leaving the internet juggernaut for other 
social networking sites, or are opting out of online social inter-
action.
   Facebook surpassed MySpace as the most used social net-
working site in April of 2008, and now boasts more than 800 
million users.  As the tech giant begins to penetrate markets 
in the developing world,  the novelty for many U.S. users has 
begun to wear off, prompting Wegienek and many like him to 
leave the social network altogether.
   The United Kingdom’s Daily Mail reported that last almost 
6 million U.S. users left Facebook while 100,000 of their UK 
counterparts and 1.5 million Canadians did the same, largely 
due to increased privacy concerns and a loss of novelty.
   Wegienek expresses no regrets over his decision to deactivate 
his account over a year ago.
   “[M]y life has been getting better each passing day,” he claims.  
   Although Wegienek maintains a Twitter account, he says he’d 
eventually like to distance himself from social networking al-
together.
   Among those committing what some tech experts have coined 
as “social media suicide” – removing one’s self from online so-
cial networking – Wegienek considers himself a trendsetter.
   “People are starting to realize how it consumes you,” We-
gienek said, adding that it has definitely changed the way peo-
ple interact “for the worse.”
   Senior Timmy Christensen, who deactivated his account last 
year, echoed some of Wegienek’s sentiments.
   “I found it to be a waste of time,” Christensen said.  “It’s some-
thing that I’ve found myself … and others become far too at-
tached to.”
   Dr. Toby Ten Eyck, sociology professor at Michigan State Uni-
versity, attributes the rise of the popularity of (and subsequent 
attachment to) social media among teens to the unique way it 
allows them to interact with their peers.
   “People are able to express themselves online in a way that 
feels safer,” Ten Eyck explained, emphasizing the word “feels.”
   While it is certainly true that virtual interactions lack many 
of the consequences that face-to-face interactions bear, the un-
inhibited way people express themselves on sites can certainly 
have real world consequences, as noted in the Highlander’s 
2008 report on minors who posted pictures of themselves con-
suming alcohol on their Facebook profile.  This, Ten Eyck said, 
was the illusory appeal of online social interaction.
   On top of that, the ability to interact with any user at any 
time has made Facebook a tool of choice for those engaged in 
online bullying.  Although he didn’t claim to be a victim him-
self, Christensen cited the mean-spirited nature that Facebook 
interactions can take on as one of the reasons for his departure.
   “A lot of times there’s a lot of mean cyber-bullying… it’s al-
most depressing,” Christensen said.  “I think [leaving Face-
book] is liberating.”
   Even among those who have decided to keep their Facebook 
accounts up and active, however, there is a growing population 
who no longer use Facebook as their social networking site of 
choice.
   Senior Robbie Grenn is among them – while he still keeps his 
Facebook account intermittently active, he now prefers Twitter 
and the rapidly expanding Google social network Google+.
   “I can only keep two social networking sites updated at the 
same time,” Grenn explained.  “[Twitter and Google+] are bet-
ter.”
   Both Wiegenik and Christensen have been using Twitter af-
ter leaving Facebook, saying that it lacks many of the problems 
Facebook use had for them.
   “Twitter is viewed much more lightly [than Facebook],” We-
gienek said, explaining that he thought the comparatively light-
er personal connection of a Twitter account prevented the type 
of consumption he claims Facebook has on many of its users.  “I 
use it mainly as a source of entertainment.”
   “I haven’t found [using Twitter] to be as distracting or as dam-
aging as [using Facebook],” Christensen said.
   Christensen plans to reactivate his Facebook account eventu-
ally to keep up with his friends as they go off to college, adding 
that he foresees Facebook remaining the largest social network 
among Seaholm students for the foreseeable future.
   Ten Eyck’s view on the future of social networking was slightly 
different, as he predicted “more niche” social networking sites 
popping up.  
   As for Facebook, Ten Eyck said “I definitely think [Facebook’s 
growth] will definitely plateau, but as for going away, I don’t 
think it ever will.”

The Power of Twitter: How
140 Characters Can

Jeopardize Your Future

Some Students are 
Committing “Social 

Media Suicide”

might make you too comfort-
able to do your work.  Instead 
opt for a spot that facilitates 
your study habits and moti-
vates you.  Whether it be Star-
bucks, the library, or at the 
kitchen table find a spot where 
you can focus on finishing 
those important tasks.
  
   Enlist a friend. Preferably, 
a studious, responsible friend.  
I always find that I am more 
productive around my best 
friend, Annie.  She is my aca-
demic role model, a rare breed 
of high school student who al-
ways seems to have her home-
work done ahead of time.  
Find that friend or even just a 
classmate and arrange a time 
to study or work with them on 
homework.  The saying “mis-
ery loves company” definitely 
fits here.  It is much easier to 
complete those looming tasks 
when you are with someone 
else in the same boat.  

   “It depends on the grade, 
type of substance, and other 
disciplinary issues as well 
as participation in, and 
successful completion of, 
an ‘awareness’ or treatment 
program,” Wilkinson said.  
“Typically a student under the 
influence for the first time gets 
a five to ten day suspension, 
with the option to have it 
reduced if they participate 
and successfully complete 
a program.  Second-time 
offenders can be long-term 
suspended (more than 10 
days).” 
   Judge Diane D’Agostini of 
the 48th District Court, said 
the legal consequences for 
possession of marijuana vary 
as well, yet pack the potential 
to involve fines and even time 
in jail. 
    “Possession of marijuana 
is a misdemeanor punishable 
by 90 days in jail with fine 
of up to $500 plus costs 
if charged under a local 
ordinance,” D’Agostini said.  
“If it is charged under state 
law, the possible penalty is up 
to one year in jail.  Both the 
local ordinance and state law 
come with possible license 
sanctions.  The law also gives 
judge the ability to defer the 
matter under statute where 
person can earn a dismissal if 
they complete probation.”
   Executive Director of the 
Birmingham Bloomfield 
Community Coalition Carol 
Mastroianni has several 
concerns regarding student’s 
use of marijuana during 
class.  Primarily, she stresses 
the health and safety of 
the students.  According 
to Mastroianni, there are 
health risks found naturally 
in the drug and also when 
adulterants are involved. 
   “My primary concern about 
teens using marijuana is 
for their health and safety,” 
Mastroianni said. “Today’s 
marijuana definitely has a 
much higher potency of THC 
than it had years ago and it 
also contains more chemicals, 
in general.”
   Mastroianni also believes 
that marijuana has the 
potential to impair a student’s 
learning ability and harmfully 
impact grades.
   “Being under the influence of 
marijuana will hurt, not help, 
a student do well on a test,” 
Mastroinanni said.  “This is 
because when marijuana is 
smoked the THC goes up into 
the receptors of the brain. As a 
result, memory, coordination, 
concentration, and judgment 
are all negatively impacted.”
   Smith said he has experienced 
instances when marijuana 
has proven to have a negative 
effect on his schoolwork.
   “One time, I smoked the 
lunch hour before I had a 
quiz, and that was a dumb 
idea,” Smith said.  “I didn’t do 
horrible but I could have done 
a little better.  I don’t usually 
do it on days where I have a 
lot of work to do or anything 
important for classes.” 
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Birmingham Unified Draws Top-Ranked 
St. Marys in First Round Districts
John Glazier
Staff Writer
jglazier@seaholmhighlander.com
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Senior forward Andrew Benson goes in for a face-off in a game against West Bloomfield 
earlier this season.

Gibbs Accepts Preferred 
Walk-on Spot at Michigan
Peter Redebaugh
Sports Editor 
predebaugh@seaholmhighlander.com

   After weighing his options 
on where he wanted to play 
college football next year, 6’8 
senior offensive lineman Dan 
Gibbs has decided to accept a 
preferred walk-on spot at the 
University of Michigan. 
   Gibbs’ final choices were be-
tween Penn or Michigan, and 
decided that Michigan was the 
best fit for him.
   “It’s been my dream to play 
at Michigan for a long time,” 
Gibbs said. “Everything about 
it is awesome, the coaching 
staff, facilities, and obviously 
the fan base.” 
  Michigan began recruiting 
Gibbs early in his high school 
career, but after the coaching 
change at Michigan there was 
a small gap before he was re-
cruited again. 
   “I went to a camp at Michigan 
and I impressed there,” Gibbs 
said. “And then in July Coach 
Funk (Michigan’s Offensive 
line coach) told me that worst 
case scenario I’d be a preferred 
walk-on.”
   Senior Chris Barr, who has 
been a teammate of Gibbs 
since they were on the same 
team in seventh grade at Der-
by Middle School, claims that 
Gibbs really transformed him-
self as a football player over 
his time at Seaholm.
   “Gibbs has always had tal-
ent,” Barr said. “But when we 
were on the freshman foot-
ball team he was just an aver-
age player and over our three 
years on the varsity team, he 
grew into an elite player. I’ve 
enjoyed being his teammate 
and admire his ability to han-
dle pressure.”
   When it came to develop-
ing himself into a division one 
football player, Gibbs gives 
most of his credit to his late 
coach Nick Deane, who had 
a very close relationship with 
Gibbs during his coaching ten-
ure at Seaholm. 
   “Coach Deane definitely 
helped me become a better 
player, but more so a bet-
ter person,” Gibbs said. “His 
death was a terrible loss in 
every way; I’m going to miss 

Coach Deane a lot. He was a 
great coach and a great guy.”
   Deane also helped Gibbs get 
his name out to recruiters all 
around the country, and his 
death also hurt Gibbs’ recruit-
ing process.
   “In terms of recruiting, I 
can tell you that if he had not 
passed away my situation 
would be a lot different.” Gibbs 
said. “Not having a coach 
speak for me really hurt me in 
the process. Before he passed 
away, he was on the phone and 
computer constantly calling 
and emailing coaches. Having 
a high school coach that has 
good relationships with colleg-
es is an extremely important 
part of the recruiting process.”
   For members of the Seaholm 
football team, they are ex-
tremely proud that one of their 
own teammates is going on to 
play division one football. 
   “I’ve known Gibbs for a long 
time and it seemed to always 
be his dream and I’m really 

Devantier
Wins OAA 
Coach of 
the Year 
Award
Scott Anderson
Staff Writer 
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Boy’s Swimming 
Looks to Repeat as 
State Champions

   The 2011 season for the 
Seaholm girls cross coun-
try team was a memorable 
one. The Maples qualified for 
states, where they finished 
fourth place- which was the 
best single season mark in 
school history for cross coun-
try. The Maples were also 
crowned OAA Champions.
   This success has translated 
into a prestigious honor for 
their head coach, Jeff Devanti-
er. Devantier was named OAA 
Coach of the Year for Girls 
Cross Country in 2011. This is 
his first OAA honor through-
out his tenure at Seaholm.
   Devantier’s 2011 team fea-
tured a county, league, and 
regional championship which 
led the Maples to qualify for 
the state meet, where they 
send their top seven runners. 
The Maples also won two oth-
er invitational meets. 
   “[Winning the award] was 
definitely a result of the hard 
work and successes of this 
year’s team,” Devantier said. 
“This was an unprecedented 
season for the Girls Cross 
Country program at Seaholm.  
I am so proud of them.”
   The OAA Coach of the Year 
award is voted on by the other 
25 coaches in the league. 
   “It’s a nice award because it’s 
given to you by your peers,” 
Seaholm Athletic Director 
Aaron Frank said. “Usually 
it’s tied to the specific per-
formance of your team in a 
given year. Our girls won the 
league this year out of the 25 
schools,and we were the top 
dog. Being one of the smaller 
schools makes it really im-
pressive.”
   His runners also give a lot of 
credit to Devantier, who has 
been coaching the girls squad 
for 23 years.
   “It was a great year and you 
can’t have that without a coach 
who knows what he’s doing,” 
junior Aubrey Wilberding 
said.
   Devantier, who has been 
coaching cross country at 
Seaholm since 1988, brings 
his experience and passion 
for running forefront to bring 
strength and stability to the 
Maples program. Devantier 
was a successful runner him-
self and ran cross country col-
legiately at Central Michigan 
University.
   “He has a great passion for 
coaching and running and he 
has translated that passion 
into our girls,” Frank said. 
“He’s built the program up, we 
have great numbers, and the 
way he leads the team creates 
an atmosphere where the girls 
work hard but really enjoy be-
ing together.
   Wilberding, who was the 
team’s top finisher at states at 
11th place overall, also points 
out that coach Devantier took 
the time to develop each and 
every runner on the team and 
didn’t leave any member be-
hind.
   “A main thing I noticed is 
that he cares about each run-
ner,” Wilberding said. “He 
wants everyone on the team 
to improve. And because he 
has such good experience he is 
able to help us do that.” 
   Wilberding isn’t the only one 
who sees the same viewpoint 
on Devantier’s coaching style.
   “We have some girls who are 
incredibly fast and some girls 
that aren’t as fast but they’re 
all part of the family atmo-
sphere and it’s Devantier’s 
leadership that enables that to 
happen,” Frank said. 
   The Maples’ top seven run-
ners (Aubrey Wilberding, Tess 
Wilberding, Mallory Wilberd-
ing, Julia Demko, Audrey Belf, 
Kendall Weinert, and Selena 
Wallace) will all be returning 
to next year’s team. Devan-
tier anticipates an even better 
2012 team with all of the talent 
coming back.
   “This team can even be better 
than this year’s team,” Devan-
tier said. “The talent is there.  
It will be a matter of putting it 
together when we need it.”

   February is arguably the 
most important month of the 
year for the Birmingham Uni-
fied hockey team.   Sitting cur-
rently with a record of 6-8-4, 
BU opens the 2012 OAA play-
offs against Lake Orion in a 
tough contest on Friday, Feb-
ruary 17, at the Onyx in Roch-
ester.  A win will punch them 
a ticket to the second round of 
the OAA playoffs.
   The Dragons defeated BU 
earlier this season 8-0.  A 
combination of goalies were 
used in the game, Seaholm se-
nior Spencer Whitehead and 
Groves senior Matt Sternberg 
faced a brutal 31 shots in only 
38 minutes.
   Luckily for BU, it was only 
the second game of the season.  
The team lacked experience.
   Seaholm senior forward J.D. 
Hess (10 goals, 5 assists) said 
this time around will be a dif-
ferent type of atmosphere.
   “They are a strong team, but 
we have played them before,” 
Hess said.  “We know what 
we’re up against this time 
around.”
   Seaholm senior forward 
James Bertrand (7 assists) 
said tough games brings out 
the best in the team.
   “This year’s playoff brings 
really strong competition to 
the table,” Bertrand said.  “At 
the end of the day, it’s going to 
come down to who is willing to 
leave everything on the ice.”
   Seaholm senior defense-
man John Quay (6 goals, 5 as-
sists) said Lake Orion might 
be overlooking BU this time 
around, and that’s exactly how 
he wants it.
   “We are feeling pretty con-
fident because Lake Orion 

thinks we are not on the same 
level as them,” Quay said.  “So 
I’m definitely feeling a big up-
set.”
   Coach John Weidenbach 
knows that the Dragons are a 
tough opponent, and it won’t 
be easy to take home the win.
   “It’s going to be a very dif-
ficult task,” Weidenbach said.  
“They’re a really good team.”
   Lake Orion is ranked 23rd in 
the state and 11th in Division 
One according to ushsho.com/
mirank.  The Dragons sit at a 
record of 11-7-2, while taking 
on a bruising schedule.
   The opening round of the 
OAA playoff against Lake Ori-
on isn’t the only reason why 
February is the most impor-
tant month for the BU hockey 
team.  On February 27, BU 
will open up the state tourna-
ment by squaring off against 
the Orchard Lake Saint Mary’s 
Eaglets.  
   Getting the Eaglets in the first 

round of districts is about the 
toughest possible draw that 
BU could have gotten.  Saint 
Mary’s is currently ranked sec-
ond in Division One according 
to MLive.com behind Detroit 
Catholic Central.  
   St. Mary’s only posts an 
11-7 record, but it’s deceiving.  
They play one of the toughest 
schedule in the state.  They’ve 
lost to three of the top high 
school teams in Canada (6-
3, 5-2, 3-1), to Brother Rice 
(4-1) who has a Mr. Hock-
ey candidate in Mackenzie 
MacEachren, Cranbrook (5-
2), and Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral (4-2), to name a few.
   The Eaglets have won three 
state championships in the 
last decade, 2005, 2007 and 
2008.  They were also the state 
runner-ups in 2011.
   Hess knows that BU faces the 
test of a lifetime.
   “Obviously they are a tal-
ented team that deserves the 

high ranking in the state that 
they always have,” Hess said.  
“We’re going to have to play a 
perfect game in order to beat 
them.  The key will be weath-
ering the storm early and who-
ever is in net will need to be on 
their A game.”
   Bertrand said going in with 
the right mindset is important, 
and that anything is possible.
   “As I said, it comes down to 
who is willing to leave every-
thing on the ice,” Bertrand 
said.  “Because of this, I defi-
nitely see a potential upset 
over Saint Mary’s.”
   The last recorded meeting 
for BU against Saint Mary’s 
was a loss in the second round 
of districts in 2008, after a 
first round victory over West 
Bloomfield .
   The matchup against the 
Eaglets is clearly a “David VS. 
Goliath” type of scenario, but 
things are different this time 
around for BU.  

   Back in 2008, BU never had 
a team name, and up until 
three weeks ago, neither did 
the 2011-2012 Birmingham 
Unified team.  They are now 
called the Birmingham Uni-
fied Kings, and they have new 
jerseys to prove it.  
   Seaholm junior forward 
Adam Susalla thinks the jer-
seys make all the difference.
   “You look good, you play 
good,” Susalla said.  “It’s as 
simple as that.”
   Hess knows that the Kings 
will have to overcome the fact 
that Saint Mary’s has more no-
table talent than they do, but 
anything is possible.
   “They have more talent 
than us so we will be look-
ing to outwork them and win 
the individual battles,” Hess 
said.  “Anything can happen 
in sports and the fans should 
know that.  We are going to 
go as hard as we can to pull 
off the upset.  We are a playoff 
hockey team.”
   On an interesting note, 
Seaholm transfer defenseman 
David Muth (1 goal, 5 assists) 
sports the captain “C” for the 
Eaglets and will be a key play-
er to watch in this matchup 
against BU.
   Muth said that he under-
stands that it’s a big game and 
it will be weird playing against 
his former classmates.
   “I think it’s a huge game,” 
Muth said.  “It will be weird 
playing against my old school.  
It’s the first time I’ve seen 
most of these guys since I went 
to Seaholm.”
   To catch the Saint Mary’s 
game and to watch BU poten-
tially pull off the miracle, come 
to the Orchard Lake Ice Arena 
at 7:00 P.M. on February 27.

David Granadier
Deputy Sports Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

   Thursday February 9, the boy’s swim team defended their 
number one ranking against their number two ranked rivals 
Groves 98 to 86, behind strong performances from sophomores 
Alec Girdler and Mike Shaben, and freshman Evan Burke.
   “Groves swam well and brought out the best in us,” junior 
Max Gomez said after the meet.
   This win added to Seaholm’s 21 meet win streak and contin-
ued their march toward the state meet. 
   The swimmers were, once again, victorious on Tuesday Janu-
ary 31 when they beat both their competitors during their latest 
tri-meet.  They beat Detroit Country Day 145-40, and Andover 
135-51. 
   They’ve won eleven of their meets this year and have even 
taken down the best division one teams.  One of their biggest 
wins was at the Spartan Invitational in Battle Creek January 
7, when they beat Saline High, the number one ranked divi-
sion one school, 523 to 477.  The Maples also beat Groves at the 
Spartan Invitational, 523 to 349.
   Despite the loss of seniors, the team has excelled and showed 
impressive depth. Seniors Jack Howard, Danny Girdler, Har-
rison Watt, and Daniel Hernandez; juniors Connor Saeli, Max 
Gomez, Matt Wolkhamer, Zach Miller, and Addison Williams; 
sophomores Alec Girdler, Nathan Anderson, Matt Perham and 
Mike Shaben; and freshman Evan Burke, Jack Russell, Enrique 
Hernandez,  and Nick Ross have all qualified for states in their 
events.
   “Our freshmen Jack Russel and Evan Burke have both quali-
fied for states in the 200 IM and 100 breast (stroke) and set 
top times in the state, which is incredible for our depth,” junior 
captain Matt Wolkhamer said.  “All of our freshmen and sopho-
mores have added some depth that we lost last year when our 
seniors left.” 
   Wolkhamer holds the number two 100 breast stroke time in 
the state with 1:00.55.  And Alec Girdler has the number one 
500 freestyle time with 4:43.21.
    Even with their 2011 state title, the swim team has plenty of 
motivation to break new records this post season.
    “It was a very exciting, amazing thing to do, after 47 years of 
not being able to bring a state title to Seaholm and then doing it 
was exhilarating,” Head Coach Tom Wyllie said.  “I think what 
that did was give our swimmers a lot of confidence that they can 
actually achieve something when they put their minds to it and 
that they are among the elite programs in the state.”
   In fact, Wyllie is pushing the team harder than he ever has 
before.
   “To avoid that complacency from keeping in, I’ve cranked up 
the quality and the quantity of the work load for this year; we’ve 
talked about a new fast,” Wyllie said.  “I’ve really challenged 
this team to step up and handle a much more difficult work out.  
Each team has their own unique characteristics and this team 
is willing to work equally as hard (as last year’s) perhaps even 
harder because I’ve raised that bar and they’ve all responded.”
   After a strong finish to their regular season with their win 
against Groves, the Maples are looking take that momentum to 
leagues over mid-winter break and even further.  With every-
thing the boy’s swim team has accomplished this season, they 
believe that a repeat state title is within reach.
   “I think as long as we keep doing what we’ve been doing, ev-
eryone is working really hard, and as long as long as we keep up 
the progress that we’ve had so far, I think we’re going to have a 
good turn-out and I think that we can get the repeat at the state 
meet,” senior captain Jack Howard said.

Photo Courtesy Of  Gibbs Family
Dan Gibbs was a three year member of the varsity fooball 
team and helped lead the Maples to their first playoff          
appearence since 2005.

happy for him,” senior Kramer 
Schultz said. “One of us mak-
ing it is like all of us making 
it. He’s going to go there and 
represent all of us who played 
with him and our school and 
it’s really exciting.” 
   Looking back at his time at 
Seaholm, Gibbs really appre-
ciated his experience playing 
football.
   “It was awesome,” Gibbs 
said. “It was a lot of fun and 
I’ll always look back on the 
great memories no matter 
how my college career turns 
out. Everyone I’ve ever talked 
to says that high school foot-
ball is something special, and 
to cherish it. I plan on doing 
just that!” 
   Gibbs will report to Michi-
gan on June 28th for summer 
practice, and his college foot-
ball career will begin then. 
   “I’m looking forward to being 
a Michigan football player,” 
Gibbs said. “It’s crazy to think 
about, its surreal!”
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The 
In-State 
Rivalry is 
Heating 
Up  
If you live in Michigan, you 
can bet that you will hear 
about a certain topic all year.  
This topic being the growing 
rivalry between Michigan and 
Michigan State.
   Each side has their argu-
ments.  
   The typical Michigan fan: 
“We are 
a football 
school.”
   The typi-
cal Michigan 
State fan: 
“We are a 
b a s k e t b a l l 
school.”
   Well, 
these days, 
it seems 
as though 
each school 
is closing the gap on their in-
state rivals’ “claimed” sport.
   After losing seven in a row 
to Michigan in football, the 
Spartans have reeled off four 
straight victories, including 
two in Ann Arbor, a feat they 
haven’t accomplished since 
the 1960s.
   And after many years of liv-
ing in the Spartan’s shadows, 
Michigan has won three of the 
last four matchups in basket-
ball.
   Brady Hoke has done a won-
derful job bringing Michigan 
back to their national prow-
ess in football that they are 
so used to seeing.  In just one 
season, he led the Wolverines 
to a Sugar Bowl win and a vic-
tory over Ohio State.  
   The future is bright for Mich-
igan too.  They bring a Top 5 
recruiting class to Ann Arbor 
in 2012.  Denard Robinson 
returns for his senior season, 
hoping to win a Heisman tro-
phy.  Don’t be surprised if they 
reel off another 10 or 11 win 
season next year.
   North, in East Lansing, Mark 
Dantonio has established 
Michigan State into a top Big 
Ten program that has been 
competing for the Rose Bowl 
the last two seasons.  The 
Spartans bring back nine of 11 
starters on defense, but lose 
quarterback Kirk Cousins and 
a trio of talented receivers.
   At the Crisler Center, John 
Beilein has raised the stan-
dard for Michigan basketball.  
They are no longer considered 
a bottom feeder in the Big Ten.  
Anything less than an NCAA 
tournament appearance and a 
win or two there is considered 
a disappointment.  Michigan 
is arguably one of the top four 
programs in the Big Ten.
   Tom Izzo teams are used to 
success in March, but they did 
not see that last year.  A disap-
pointing 18 win season landed 
the Spartans with a 10 seed be-
fore they were bounced in the 
Second Round of the NCAA 
tournament by UCLA.  This 
year’s MSU squad already has 
19 wins and can reach even 
greater heights come March.
   This is such a fantastic rivalry 
but it seems as though fans on 
each side are living too much 
in the past.
   Many Michigan State bas-
ketball followers bring up the 
six Final Four appearances the 
Spartans have seen in the last 
12 years.
   Or you may hear a Michi-
gan football fan talking about 
their National Championship 
in 1997.  
   Yes, all of these things pro-
vide great history for each pro-
gram, but that’s exactly what it 
is.  History.  Move on and quit 
living in the past.  And that 
goes for both fanbases.
   There is no point in argu-
ing nonsense that has already 
happened.  Facts are facts, and 
those cannot be changed.
   It is time for the fans of this 
rivalry to sit back and watch 
more chapters of this great ri-
valry unfold.  

Email:
jhess@seaholmhighlander.com

  The offseason for Seaholm 
Baseball has been anything 
but ideal. After losing Adam 
Banchiu to graduation and 
their best left-handed pitcher 
Scott Anderson to injury, the 
Maples lost their ace John 
Glazier for the season with a 
torn labrum. 
  The injury occurred playing 
against Romulus when he took 
off on a run down the sideline 
when a Romulus linebacker 
threw a big hit shoulder to 
shoulder with Glazier causing 
him to tear his labrum.
  “I was happy to get through 
the [Football] season with all 
the success we had,” said Gla-
zier. “But knowing I gave up 
my best sport [Baseball] for 
my number two [Football] 
bums me out sometimes.”
  Last season, Glazier account-
ed for 7 of Seaholm’s 19 wins, 
finishing 7-3 on the season, 
finishing with a miniscule 
0.94 earned run average.  Gla-
zier averaged three strikeouts 
per walk, finishing with 38 in 
his 47 innings of work. His 
arsenal included a low 80’s 
fastball, a solid curve, and a 
knuckleball which he throws 
to throw off hitters. 
  Arguably Glazier’s biggest 
game of 2011 came while 
pitching for his summer club, 
the Bloomfield Sting. He 
threw a 1-hitter at the Buckeye 

Harrison Watt
Staff Writer
hwatt@seaholmhighlander.com

Elite tournament in Colum-
bus, Ohio. 
  While Glazier is unsure of 
his future in baseball, he was 
in contact with D2 Bellarmine 
in Louisville, Kentucky, The 
University of Massachusetts 
at Boston, D3 Denison, Holy 
Cross College, Concordia, 
and University of Rochester. 
Currently he is waiting to get 
through his physical therapy 
before he makes a decision on 
his career.
  While the significant impact 
of the loss of Glazier hurts, the 
Maples pitching staff has tak-
en multiple hits this season.
  While Anderson played 
through injury most of the 
year, he pitched incredibly well 
under pressure but suffered 
many no decisions resulting in 
a 0-2 record with a 3.50 ERA. 
Anderson was diagnosed with 
a torn labrum in his throw-
ing shoulder and underwent 
surgery in early December. He 
will be out to start the season 
but he hopes to return as a re-
liever in the latter half of the 
2012 campaign. 
  2011 Graduate Banchiu 
turned in a solid four win sea-
son as a starter; he is currently 
playing for MSU’s club team. 
  The Maples pitching staff 
still has Seniors Steven Palm-
eri and Jack Apap. They also 
have sophomore Connor Bow-
ers who showed promise as a 
fourth starter but had control 
problems. Senior Mike Doney 

little faster than Glazier. Bow-
ers now is moving up towards 
the mid 80’s as a sophomore, 
he also throws a curveball and 
changeup. Now Bowers has 
been shoved into the spotlight 
as one of the top pitchers on 
the staff.
  “I just need to execute my 
pitches better,” said Bowers. 
“We lost our best pitcher, he 
was a leader on the team, and 

Pitching Staff Takes A Big Hit

Best of Hess
J.D. Hess

  The National Federation of State High School 
Associations named Seaholm Girls Golf head 
coach Leon Braisted as the Girls State Coach of 
the Year for 2011in the state of Michigan. Bra-
isted first found out about the award in Janu-
ary when he was notified by the Seaholm Ath-
letic Director’s office. 
  Braisted led the girls to a 2nd place finish 
at states in 2011, losing to Muskegon Mona 
Shores by 27 strokes. 
  Braisted’s 2011 team was comprised of solid 
young talent. The state team had two fresh-
man, Rachel Wilson and Jamie Greene, and 
two sophomores, Megan Lam and Riley Miller. 
The team was the youngest in the state tourna-
ment.
  “I was surprised to win, but when I win these 
awards, I am the first to say that I am only as 
good as players make me,” Braisted said. “I 
credit them for our success.”
  Being involved with his players is important 
for Braisted as a coach and he has a passion 
for not only coaching golf for the Maples, but 
being a strong ambassador for golf events and 
functions in the state of Michigan. 
  “He’s very passionate about [Seaholm golf],” 
Seaholm Athletic Director Aaron Frank said. 
“He’s worked really hard for our program and 
he has also spent a lot of time building a net-
work in the coaches association, helping to run 
events, and helping on different committees.”
  “He is very active in the Michigan Golf Coach-
es Association with tournament planning and 
he provides anyone with interest in golf the op-
portunity to learn, play, and compete,” junior 
C.J. Young said.

Scott Anderson
Staff Writer
sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Braisted Wins State 
Coach of the Year

Boy’s Varsity Basketball
Record: 8-7
Last Game: Troy Athens 63 Seaholm 60
Key Players: Paris Bass, Spencer Eick
Quote: “We have had a couple of tough 
losses but we are still playing together,” -Jake 
Plotnik.

Boy’s Junior Varsity Basketball
Record: 9-5
Last Game: Seaholm 50 Rochester 45
Key Players: Alex Breeden and Joey Nagridge 
Quote: “We won five in a row, nobody is going 
to stop us now,”-Kerry Mott

Boy’s Freshmen Basketball
Record: 10-4
Key Players: Alex Cross
Quote: “We played a strong second half to turn 
a close game into a blowout,”- Tommy Shep-
pard.

Girl’s Varsity Basketball 
Record: 4-9
Last Game: Seaholm 62 Oak Park 38
Key Players: Lauren Yousif and Kaija Pack
Quote: “We balled Hard,”  -Lauren Yousif

Girl’s Junior Varisty Basketball
Record: 12-3
Last Game: Seaholm 51 Oak Park 34
Key Players: Taylor Williams
Quote: “Our team works hard at playing well 
together and to our fullest abilities,” -Marcy 
Krandall

BU Junior Varsity Hockey
Record: 10-6-4
Last Game: BU 2 Lake Orion 2
Key Players: Michael Madigan
] 

Boy’s Swimming
Record: 12-0
Last Game: Seaholm 98 Groves 86
Key Players: Alec Girdler 500 Free, Mike 
Shaben 50 Free, Jack Howard 100 Free, Evan 
Burke 200 IM
Quote: “We swam amazing against Groves. 
We still have two more meets to swim with 
them and our season is along well,”- Jack 
Perham

Girl’s Freshmen Basketball
Record: 3-8
Last Game: Seaholm 47 Redfrod Union 8
Key Players: Natalie Nepa
Quote: “I think we have improved a lot from 
the start of the season.” -Elizabeth Paver

Boy’s Wrestling
Record: 14-7
Last Game: Seaholm 70 Groves 10
Key Players: Tim List, Ryan Law and Nolan 
McPartlin
Quote: “We anihilated Groves,” - Nolan 
McPartin

and Juniors Max Cormier and 
Stephen Guenther are also 
back and will likely be added 
to the rotation.
  “In tryouts last year Bowers 
was throwing hardest out of 
everyone,” head coach Dan 
Drapal said. “When he was 
on last year he was good. But 
sometimes he showed his age.”
  As a freshman, Bowers ve-
locity was in the low 80’s, a 

we really need senior leader-
ship with the seniors we lost 
last year.”
  The loss of last year’s seniors 
has made a big impact; cur-
rently coach Drapal admits 
that really every position is 
wide open right now. 
  While the Maples are los-
ing Glazier for the season as a 
pitcher, they aren’t losing Gla-
zier as a leader.
  “He was our number one 
pitcher last year. He pitched 
in important league games on 
varsity as a sophomore,” said 
Drapal. “But I’m confident 
that someone will step up. I 
think he’ll see the game differ-
ently this year, maybe from a 
coach’s perspective. I’m hop-
ing he’ll be a guy that’s still a 
leader of our club.” 
  Despite the injury, Glazier 
hopes to participate as a pinch 
runner this season, his injury 
also has rendered him unable 
to swing a bat so he won’t be 
hitting this season either. His 
competitive nature will keep 
him in the dugout this season, 
he hopes to make as big of an 
impact as a player that is out 
for the season can.
  “I think one of my strongest 
qualities as a person is that I 
can provide leadership in any 
situation,” said Glazier. “I 
would have been my third year 
in the rotation and I have the 
knowledge to help my team-

mates out.”

Photo By Kathleen Dow
John Glazier pitching in a varsity game last spring. 

  Braisted and Frank both note that awards 
such as these aren’t just representative of one 
particular season, but an accumulation of 
consistent success over time. Braisted led the 
2006 and 2008 girls teams to state champion-
ships and they were state runner-ups in 2004, 
2005, 2007, and 2011.
  “It’s a culmination of his efforts in a year in 
and year out basis,” Frank said.
  Braisted, who is the Seaholm boys golf coach 
as well, played college golf at Wayne State Uni-
versity and was a team captain his senior year. 
  Braisted has been coaching golf at Seaholm 
since 1998, where he has brought both the 
girls and boys programs to state prominence. 
He has won numerous awards in his time at 
Seaholm, including MIGCA State Coach of the 
Year (2007, 2010), NFHS Midwest Coach of 
the Year (2007), MHSCA State Coach of the 
Year (2007, 2011), as well as several  Eccentric, 
Oakland Press, Detroit News, and Detroit Free 
Press Coach of the Year awards.
  “His commitment and enthusiasm for golf is 
exceptional and goes beyond the expectation 
for a high school coach,” Young said.
  For 2012, Braisted looks forward to another 
successful season with the young talent from 
the state team returning. 
  “The future continues to look bright,” Bra-
isted said. “With talent coming in the next few 
years, we should stay near the top for awhile. 
It depends on the girls and their ability to im-
prove on their game.”
  The only senior from the 2011 state team is 
Essence Biggs, who was the main leader of the 
team and one of the best talents in the state of 
Michigan. Biggs will be playing golf collegiately 
at Seminole State College in Florida next year.

LAHSER: led by the sophomore trifecta of point guard Ar-
mand Cartwright, shooting guard Khalil Gracey and center 
Yante Mathen. Currently 12-4, Lahser is the favorite to win 
the district with a record of 5-0 among district opponents. 
The current injury to Armand Cartwright may be significant 
if he can’t return in time for districts. Their first game is 
March 5 vs. Brother Rice.
 
BROTHER RICE: This has been a rebuilding year for the 
Warriors, who lost nine seniors from last years squad, in-
cluding four-year starters Joey Alessi and Adam Gorski. The 
Warriors inexperience showed in the early part of their sea-
son, where they started the season 1-6, losing three of their 
games by only one point. When Seaholm and Rice played 
each other earlier this season, the Maples overcame an 18 
point  deficit and came away with a 44-43 overtime victory.  
As the two-time defending district champions, Rice always 
improves as the season goes on and should be a tough match-
up if they meet the Maples in the finals. Their first game is vs. 
Lahser on March 5. 

ANDOVER: currently are 0-4 vs. district opponents but re-
cently had close games against Lahser and Groves. With the 
smallest roster in the district with only 3 players over 6’0”, 
the Barons with have to hit the three ball if they want to pull 
of an upset or two during the playoffs. The Barons are led 
by senior 5’5” guard, Myron Butler averaging 8.8 points per 
game. The Barons will play the winner of Brother Rice vs. 
Lahser on March 7 at 5 p.m. 

GROVES: currently 1-2 vs. district opponents with games 
remaining against Andover and Lahser. Groves is a two man 
wrecking crew with senior guard Gerald Henderson and ju-
nior center Kyle Erwin. Kyle Erwin may be the surprise play-
er of the district averaging 10 points per game. Groves will 
try to revenge an earlier loss to city rival Seaholm on March 
7 at 7p.m. 

SEAHOLM: 3-1 vs. district opponents, the Maples will be 
led by 6’5” junior swingman Paris Bass. Bass is averaging 
15.3 points per game and the Maples go as Bass goes. Ad-
ditionally, juniors Brett Houghton and Brandon Yousif can 
give a spark off the bench with their driving abilities. The 
host of the district, Seaholm Maples, will play rival Groves 
Falcons on March 7 at 7p.m.

Predicted Results:
1st round
Brother Rice 45 Lahser 44 (OT)
2nd Round
Brother Rice 55 Andover 45
Seaholm 50 Groves 39
District Championship
Seaholm 45 Brother Rice 43 

Boy’s Basketball 
District Preview

Analysis By Peter Redebaugh and Andrew Weiss

Photo Courtesy Of Kelsey McClear

Braisted with the girls golf team who finished 
2nd in the state.
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