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From 4.0 GPA, to 0.1 BAC: 
Survey Says Binge Drinking 
Common Among 
Teen Girls

Taylor Wyllie 
Managing	Print	Editor	
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

   Every month or so Paige Russell loads three 
blue bins and countless other boxes and gar-
bage bags from Seaholm’s recycling station 
into her blue Ford Escape. From there, she 
drives to SOCRRA - the largest recycling cen-
ter in the Birmingham community - and, with 
fellow classmates, sorts through used batter-
ies, ink cartridges, cell phones and other non-
descript recyclables into the appropriate bins. 
   This is just one aspect of environmental ac-
tivism The Green Club and Seaholm Adminis-
tration do to keep Seaholm listed as an official 
Michigan Green School.    
   “I think it’s a great compliment to our school, 
for all the work that students do and staff do 
to be as green as we can,” Community Service 
Coordinator and Green Club Supervisor Cher-
yl Shettel said. 
   Seaholm has been ranked as a Michigan 
Green School since 2008, last year reaching 
an Evergreen School ranking for the first time. 
   An Evergreen ranking is the highest honor a 
school can receive, requiring at least 20 envi-
ronmental programs from the four categories 
of recycling, energy, environmental protection 
and miscellaneous. 
   “We hope all schools will be innovative each 
year and aim for evergreen status each year,” 
Michigan Green Schools representative Kris 

A	Lot	Goes	Into	
a	Snow	Day

Kendall Hitch 
News	Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com
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   *Mary Brown is a Seaholm junior, varsity 
athlete and a talented musician. Come Friday, 
she tends to follow a particular routine.
   “[I drink] probably every weekend,” Brown 
said. 
   A frequent party-goer, Brown said she doesn’t 
think her actions are destructive to herself or 
others.
   “I only consider consequences when me or 
a friend is out of hand or really drunk.  I don’t 
consider consequences before or while I’m 
drinking, just after.” Brown said. 
   Brown isn’t alone. According to the Center 
of Disease Control survey from January 2013, 
20% of high school girls admitted to binge 
drinking in the past 30 days.
   CDC qualifies an episode of binge drinking as 
consuming four or more drinks in a two hour 
period. 
   Applying the national data locally, if the CDC 
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data is accurate, on any given 
weekend, 140 Seaholm girls 
binge drink.
   An increasingly popular 
weekend occurrence, 45% of 
high school freshmen reported 
binge drinking in the past 30 
days. This number continues 
to rise continuously by grade 
level, with 63% of seniors ad-
mitting to consuming four or 
more drinks in a two hour pe-
riod, according to the CDC sur-
vey. 
   The CDC also reports that 
girls of White or Hispanic 
backgrounds living in house-
holds with an income over 
$75,000 are the most likely to 
engage in such activity. 
   Another Seaholm student, 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity, told the Highland-
er that she drinks substantially about once a 
month. Although she’s conscious about conse-
quences, she does it because it’s “fun.” 

   Young girls who frequently binge drink are 
prone to a plethora of health issues.
   “Women’s and girls’ bodies respond to 
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Four drinks in a two hour period is considered binge drink-
ing according to a CDC report. 

Increased	Security	Comes	into	Effect	at	Seaholm	

Photo By Madeline Tew
Seaholm security officer Dori Hicks sits 
watch by the Lincoln doors from 7:30am to 
2:45pm. 

   Increased Security measures have gone into 
effect at Seaholm.
   According to Principal Dee Lancaster, Guard-
ian Alarm now has two unarmed security 
guards at the main entrance and the commu-
nity service entrance. Two hall monitors and 
parking lot attendant Dale Downen also take  
time monitoring the hallways. 
   All doors, with the exception of the front 
door, are locked after 7:30 a.m., preventing 
people from entering the school without first 
being identified by a staff member.
   Teachers will soon receive access cards to 
open locked exterior doors.
   Additional security measures will be an-
nounced at the February 26 board meeting. 
   According to Lancaster, the discussion will be 

focused around implementing a visual recog-
nition system in all Birmingham schools.
   Lancaster said the system is already present 
at Pierce Elementary School and cost $11,000 
to install.
   Guardian Security Officer Doris Hicks, who 
monitors the front door, said her job is to mon-
itor who is coming in the building. 
   “I stand outside until 7:30, I come in and 
lock the door at about 7:35,” Hicks said, “when 
people come to the door I ask them who they 
are and why they are here.” 
   Hicks said if she encountered a person who 
didn’t appear to belong in the building she 
would contact an administrator in the main 
office.
   Lancaster said the Guardian Alarm personal 
serve a dual purpose- slowing an attack and 
putting minds at ease.
   While Lancaster believes that they do provide 
an extra level of security, she said that entirely 
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   The morning and evening before a possible 
a snow day, some students are doing the snow 
dance and other rituals hoping for a snow day. 
Some students are not doing their homework, 
banking on there being a snow day, but the 
same isn’t true for the superintendent. For 
him, bad weather means it’s time to brace him-
self for a long night-and morning-of decisions. 
   On the average snow day superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Nerad wakes up very early.
   “Last snow day I was up at two,” Nerad said. 
“That’s not because of the protocol, that’s be-
cause you want to see what the weather looks 
like itself.” 
   However, this isn’t the time he wakes up 
every possible snow day. The latest he could 
wake up that morning would be a quarter to 
four. Yet, he knows that this early rising comes 
with the job. 
   “It’s just part of being the superintendent, 
and I have sleepless nights when there’s bad 
weather,”he said. 
   Superintendents Dr. Barbara Fowler and 
Robert Glass from Troy schools and Bloom-
field Hills schools also know it is part of the 
job.
   The process of determining a snow day starts 
the night before. Administrators set aside the 
time to go through the protocol and through 
the procedures that take place to make a judg-
ment on whether there can be school or not.
    “We have enough weather information that 
tells us that we have to implement our protocol 
and procedures tomorrow morning,” Nerad 
said. 
    At four o’clock the morning of the possible 
snow day Dr. Nerad receives a phone call from 
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preventing an attack is impossible.
   “I don’t think anything could prevent an at-
tack, but [the officers] could slow it down,” 
Lancaster said. 
   According to Lancaster, the new measures 
are also in place to add a sense of security to 
the school environment.
   “Part of it is just the feeling of security,” Lan-
caster said. 
   Freshman Kayla Lang said she doesn’t feel 
new security measures would be sufficient to 
prevent harm to the school.
   “I don’t think that they could actually prevent 
anything from happening,” Land said. 
   Junior Noah Gaber believes the new security 
measures have not had a positive or negative 
effect on the school community.
   “I really don’t notice the changes,” Gaber 
said. “There hasn’t been any type of effect.” 

Seaholm	Earns	
Evergreen	Status
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According to a survey done by the Center of Disease Control, 20% of high school girls have admitted to binge drinking in the past 30 days. 
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   Which school is in it to win 
it?  Teachers from Seaholm 
and Groves are encouraged 
to participate in the Martian 
Invasion Races on April 13, 
2013 in Dearborn.  
   Events include a marathon, 
half marathon, 10k, 5k, and 
a kids race.  Each teacher 
involved earns a point for 
their school, and the school 
with the most point wins the 
“Highest Number of Mar-
tians” trophy.     
   To register for the race, go 
to www.martianmarathon.
com.  For more information 
about the race talk to Carlos 
Torres, Dee Lancaster, Mi-
chelle Tindall, Laura Polk, or 
Staci Peterson.  
   Teachers can contact 
Groves principal Fred Proct-
er for 5k training strategies.  
   When registered, e-mail 
Lancaster or Procter.  This is 
a great opportunity to bond 
with colleagues while pro-
moting fitness to students.  

By Claire Markley

Teachers to    
Participate 
in Martian         
Invasion Race

Book Drive 
Benefits 
Reading 
Organization
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The Breakfast Club Book 
Sale lasted from January 
21-25. All the profits went 
to benefit the organization 
Reading is Fundamental, 
which works to bring the 
joy of reading to under-
privileged children. The club 
raised a total of 353 dollars. 

Parking Pass Access Now Linked to Attendance
Caroline Filips  
Staff Writer 
cfillips@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seniority rules, yet again…  
at least in terms of available 
parking spaces for next year.   
   “There will not be a question 
if you’re going to be a senior,” 
principal Dee Lancaster said.  
“All the seniors will get a pass.  
If you qualify, you’re going to 
get a pass.” 
   With rumors circulating 
about the new policy for the 
parking lot next year, students 
have been concerned and con-
fused.
   “I didn’t really understand 
the policy for next year,” said 
junior Carley Schmid.  “I was 
just worried I wouldn’t get a 
spot.” 
   Lancaster confirmed that ev-
eryone will have an assigned 
spot.  A lottery system will 
most likely decide this.  
   “The plan is to make it the 
luck of the draw,” said Lan-
caster.  “If you’re a junior and 
we don’t have enough spots, 
then we’ll go into a lottery sys-
tem.”
   However, the new system in-
cludes a caveat with minimal 
requirements.    
  “It will be tied with the atten-
dance policy.  I’m not going to 
change that,” said Lancaster.  
“It’s not for people who are 
chronically ill or really, truly 
have a legitimate reason that 
I would be able to verify,  but 
I’m not going to get into all 
those “what if’s” because then 
everyone is going to have a 
reason why they should be 

considered.”
   Students must not miss more 
than eight full school days, or 
40 hours to receive a parking 
spot next year.  Lancaster is 
adamant of students attending 
school, and doesn’t believe it 
should be an issue.  
  “It’s not really a choice,” said 
Lancaster.  You’re supposed to 
be here.  You’re expected to be 
here.” 
   With any new policy, there is 
a concern of whether students 
will obey the rules or not.  Lan-
caster has addressed the issue 
of students refusing to park 
in the correct spot and estab-
lished new regulations.  
   “It will be Dale’s responsibili-
ty to go out and ticket whoever 

that is,” said Lancaster.   “We 
write Birmingham tickets, 
we don’t write Seaholm high 
school tickets.  They are Bir-
mingham parking tickets, they 
are about $75”
  Lancaster remains confident 
with the new policy.
    “It will not take very many 
[tickets] before someone quits 
parking in your spot,” said 
Lancaster.  We have the abil-
ity contact our liaison officer.  
If you’re not supposed to be 
in the lot and you’re parking 
in someone else’s spot, we can 
run your license plate, find 
out who the car is registered 
to, make the connection with 
you, and have you move the 
car, and you’ll get a ticket, so it 

won’t take long.”
  Schools such as Andover and 
Lahser use similar systems of 
organization in their parking 
lots.
  “We have excellent compli-
ance,” said Andover principal 
Rob Durecka.  “We have dis-
cussed using parking privi-
leges as an incentive to insure 
better attendance, grades, and 
behaviors.”
  When questioned on the ef-
fectiveness of Lahser’s parking 
lot policy, Principal Charlie 
Hollerith said it is a positive 
system. 
    “No student complaints so 
far, so it would seem effec-
tive,” said Hollerith.
   Lahser junior Annie Reed has 

mixed feelings on the school’s 
lot.
   “Everyone is pretty happy 
with the parking lot system.  
Leaving the parking lot after 
school can sometimes be a 
problem,” said Reed.  “We can 
only leave through one exit 
and kids cut each other off, so 
there are a lot of accidents.”
   Lancaster has addressed 
various possible problems for 
next year’s lot, including the 
amount of parking spaces.  
  “If you look at juniors and 
seniors only, we have 600 
potential drivers next year,” 
said Lancaster.  “We have 345 
potential spots, not counting 
what I’m hoping to gain in the 
staff lot.”
   According to Lancaster, 30 
additional spaces are hoping 
to be gained in the staff lot.  
These spaces will likely be 
used for the juniors receiving 
parking privileges.
   Lancaster remains confident 
that the parking lot will have 
enough spots.
  “We have a lot of students 
who do not drive to school,” 
said Lancaster.  “This year 
there were about 100 students 
or more who didn’t purchase 
parking passes, but could’ve 
anyway.”
  “We won’t have as much 
overcrowding in the lot next 
year,” said Seaholm’s parking 
attendant Dale Downen.  “Ev-
eryone who needs to park will 
have a spot available to them.”
  “People won’t be driving 
around as much to find a 
spot,” said Downen.  “It’s defi-
nitely going to help.” 
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With concerns about overcrowding, administrators revised the parking pass policy. 

the operations manager in 
the district. By that time the 
operations manager will have 
collected information about all 
things related to the building, 
and if there are any problems 
with the buildings because 
of the cold weather or storm.  
By that time the operations 
manager also has information 
from the transportation com-
pany about the conditions of 
the roads. 
   “What they’ll do is they’ll 
actually put buses out on the 
roads probably around three 
and four o’clock and they’ll see 
how possible vehicular trans-
portation is, whether you’re a 
car or a bus,” Nerad said. 
   After all this information is 
gathered, Dr. Nerad will make 
a telephone call at 4:30 into a 
service that most of Oakland 

County participates in. This 
service is a conference call 
between the school districts 
and it begins with someone 
from the weather service giv-
ing a complete overview of the 
weather pattern. 
   “If it’s precipitation like 
snow, [we’re told]how much, 
when did it start, how long 
is it expected, blowing, drift-
ing wind associated with it,” 
Nerad said. “We get a really 
good summary of the weath-
er.”
   Afterward the districts spend 
time on the telephone talk-
ing about what each of them 
thinks they may do. In the 
end, each district makes its 
own decision, but they try to 
do so knowing what the other 
school districts are doing. 
   “That call will probably end 

Snow Day 
Cont. from page 1

Self-Defense Expert 
Visits Personal Fitness Class

Sumer Ghazala
Staff Writer
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com

   Within Seaholm’s borders, 
a well-built man hurls his fist 
at a student to teach him some 
self-defense moves. 
   On Tuesday, January 29th, 
Personal Fitness Teacher Jeff 
Devantier invited Profession-
al Self-Defense Trainer Lee 
Shaykhet to give the class a 
few tips. 
   “I saw his brochure posted 
down in the alternative section 
of the building,” Devantier 
said, “and I had been looking 
for somebody for self defense 
because it’s simple and doesn’t 
take too much time.”
   Shaykhet taught the class 
some simple ways to fend off 
an attacker, whether someone 
attacks from the front or be-
hind. 
   “He taught us how to de-
fend ourselves from attackers 
of any size and attackers with 
weapons,” senior Aubrey Wil-
berding said. “I feel like even 
if some 500 pound guy came 
and attacked me that I’d actu-
ally be able to defend myself.”
   Graduating from a Moscow 
university during the Soviet 
Union, Shaykhet has had ex-
perience with a program that 
was in conjunction with the 
military. There, he did train-
ing for the Special Forces.
   “Originally I used to do train-
ing for the Special Forces back 
in the Soviet Union,” Shaykhet 
said, “and then I came to the 
United States in 1979 and did 
a lot of training for law en-
forcement such as the Police 
Department.”

   With all this skill, Devantier 
“thought it would be a good 
thing to maybe know some 
simple things with which they 
can defend themselves should 
the occasion arise.”
   “It was really good advice and 
pretty simple to do,” senior 
Max Gomez said. “I feel that 
it did help me get prepared for 
any situation like that.”
   “The aerobics class is mainly 
females,” Devantier said. “So 
since we cover a lot of fields 
in aerobics, I wanted the girls 
and boys to learn that you 
don’t have to be a big, strong 
person in order to defend 

yourself.”
   Senior Elizabeth Hocking 
found the class helpful.
   “I really liked it and it made 
me feel more comfortable to 
be able to protect myself,” 
Hocking said. “It was interest-
ing because it’s stuff that ev-
eryone can do.”
   Shaykhet has a civilian ver-
sion of the training for the 
general public. He wants peo-
ple to learn that it is very basic 
and not complicated to do.
   “When you understand what 
you’re doing,” Shaykhet said, 
“the difference can literally be 
life or death.”

by 4:45 tomorrow morning, 
then I’ll make a decision based 
on all that information from 
4:00 all that information from 
4:30 and then I make some 
calls if we stay open, I make 
more calls if we close,” Nerad 
said.
   According to Kerry Bir-
mingham, who is the Direc-
tor of Communications and 
Media for Troy School Dis-
trict, Superintendent Dr. Bar-
bara Fowler has a very simi-
lar method to determining 
whether or not there will be a 
snow day.  
   “We have an executive direc-
tor of operations and at 11pm 
they drive all the roads in the 
subdivision until 4am and 
then call the superintendent 
and tell her what the condition 
of the roads are,” Birmingham 
said. 
   Fowler also participates in 
the Oakland conference call to 
talk with other schools about 
what they are planning to do 

and help decide whether they 
should close school or not. 
   According to Birmingham, 
Fowler also pays attention to 
what is going on in the news 
the night before to help deter-
mine what actions will need to 
be taken tomorrow morning. 
   Bloomfield Hills Superin-
tendent Robert Glass says he 
too sends out an operational 
manager to check on the roads 
and schools when there is a 
possible snow day. Glass also 
participates in the Oakland 
County conference call along 
with Nerad and Fowler. 
   After deciding to close school, 
a lot of work goes into inform-
ing everyone that there will in 
fact be a snow day.
    “Then the people that I call 
make a lot of calls,” Nerad 
said.“One of my staff members 
and communications calls all 
of the media if we close, one 
of my staff members commu-
nicates with all the principals, 
one of my staff member’s deals 

with all the food service, trans-
portation piece. So it’s a whole 
lot of stuff that happens but I 
alert the school board presi-
dent of the decision.”
   According to Principal Dee 
Lancaster, she finds out about 
snow days the same way the 
students do. 
   “I receive a text message say-
ing whether or not I’ll have to 
report,” she said.  
   Lancaster doesn’t have to in-
form any of the other teachers 
that there will be a snow day; 
she finds out that there will be 
no school at the same time as 
the teachers do. 
   Dr. Nerad has to put a lot of 
consideration into his decision 
and he knows that not every-
one will be happy with what 
he decides. His main goal is 
to get as much information as 
possible and then make the 
best judgment he can make. 
When it comes down to it all 
his main concern in the deci-
sion is safety. 

Gosling May Shoot 
Movie in Michigan
Victoria Khederian 
Staff Writer 
vkhederian@seaholmhighlander.com

fers incentives to film. On the 
Michigan Film Production 
website, they detail some film-
ing incentives to film in Michi-
gan: “Investment of $250,000 
or more in Michigan film or 
digital media production in-
frastructure (such as studios, 
equipment, or other facilities) 
eligible for 25% tax credit….”
    The film can also offer new 
job opportunities to local 
people, on the Michigan Film 
website, they detail incentives 
for hiring Michigan residents: 
“50% refundable MBT tax 
credit for expenditures in-
curred by an eligible produc-
tion company to provide on-
the-job training for Michigan 
residents in advanced below- 
the – line crew position on 
qualified productions.” 
  This is not Gosling’s first time 
in Detroit metro area, he has 
been spotted in Detroit last 
summer, looking for possible 
shooting locations for the film.
  The film has the possibility to 
bring interest into the area, as 
well as new economic oppor-
tunity, for local business and 
offer a spot light on Detroit 
and the surrounding area.
    This is also not the first time 
Detroit has played a signifi-
cant role in a big Hollywood 
production. In 2011, the city 
played a major role in the film 
Ides of March, which drew lot 
of attention for its director 
George Clooney.
  For some students, the cast-
ing offers an opportunity for 
aspiring actors and actresses 
to be a part of a movie that has 
major names attached to it. 

    An opportunity has arrived 
for local actors and actresses 
interested in acting in a ma-
jor motion picture, the movie 
“How to Catch a Monster” is 
written and directed by Hol-
lywood superstar Ryan Gos-
ling. The film, a horror movie, 
is planned to be shot in Metro 
Detroit this spring.
    The film’s website, in which 
they list the character descrip-
tions and an opportunity to 
upload videos to submit for 
roles in the movie, indicates 
that they have three roles 
available: The characters of 
Bones, Frankie, and Face. 
Currently there is no deadline 
for submission, although film-
ing does begin in May of this 
year. 
  According to the website  
“How to Catch a Monster”: 
“Weaves elements of fantasy 
noir, horror and suspense 
into a modern day fairytale. 
Set against the surreal dream-
scape of a vanishing city.” 
   The movie already has major 
Hollywood names attached 
to it. Actors like Christina 
Hendricks (Mad Men), Eva 
Mendes (Ghost Rider), and 
Rob Zabreky, all are reported-
ly signed on to be in the cast. 
   The start date for shooting is 
May of this year. The film has 
applied to get film tax credits 
from the Michigan film of-
fice. The film applied for these 
credits on January 30th, of 
this year.-from Mlive report 
from Michigan Film office.
    If a film invests money 
into community, the state of-

Photo By Sumer Ghazala
Senior Max Gomez demonstrates a technique he just learned 
on Shaykhet. 

Security 
Cont. from page 1

   Superintendant Daniel 
Nerad said increasing se-
curity, so that parents and 
children feel safe coming to 
school is an essential part of a 
school’s duty.
   “When parents send their 
kids to school they should 
be worrying about whether 
they are  learning and devel-
oping well as human beings 
not about whether they are 
coming home safe, and that 
is what America has created 
here,” Nerad said during a 
February 5 address to the 
school board. 
   Nerad said now is a key time 
for the district to take action 
in the interest of the good of 
the community. 
   “I believe that our society 
and our government need to 
act now to avoid any further 
tragedies like we have wit-
nessed over the past many 
years, there needs to be con-
sorted action to change the 
situation,” Nerad said. 

After hearing of all the in-
creased security measures, 
some parents feel that the dis-
trict has not taken the right 
type of action.
    “Does this plan really protect 
the students, or is this a knee 
jerk reaction to something 
horrible that happened and 
are we turning the schools in 
the TSA,” a Birmingham par-
ent, David Bloom, said at a 
February 5 board meeting. “I 
don’t think anyone here en-
joys going to the airport and 
being subjected to what’s go-
ing on.” 
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Click Addiction: Seaholm Students Gauge Life on “Likes”
Keendall Hitch 
news Editor
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

     *name changed for privacy 
   **statistic from a Highlander 
Survey 

   Sweat drips down junior 
Kate Johnson’s* cheek. She 
starts to panic.
   Her breaths begin to get 
shorter and she cannot stop 
staring at the screen.
   She clicks refresh again and 
finally she can breathe. She 
made it -- 50 likes. 
   Johnson has just updated 
her Facebook profile picture 
and is experiencing what a 
recent study from Institute of 
Information Systems at Ber-
lin’s Humboldt University 
calls “Facebook Envy”. 
   “Participation in social net-

works, such as Facebook, can 
cause negative feelings and 
reduce members’ life satisfac-
tion,” Researchers noted in a 
January 21 press release
   Like Johnson, 60 percent ** 
of Seaholm students admit to 
feeling envious towards others 
likes and attention on Face-
book. 
   Dr. Pamela Vankampen, a 
licensed counselor in Bloom-
field Hills, said that addic-
tion to things like Facebook 
likes and overall social media 
is something she sees in her 
practice.
   “I admit I judge people on 
how many likes they have on 
their profile picture,” Johnson 
said.
   Facebook envy involves peo-
ple desiring a large amount of 
attention on social media. 
   According to the Humboldt 

study, this can come in the 
form of likes, comments, and 
posts. The study also included 
that beyond just looking at 
the attention they get on their 
own information, people with 
Facebook envy constantly 
compare themselves to others 
profiles.
   “I really like to have more 
likes on my pictures than my 
friends,” Johnson said. 
   The Humboldt study con-
cluded that people with 
Facebook envy often find ex-
periences such as scrolling 
through the news feed particu-
larity painful when they notice 
someone getting more atten-
tion than them. 
   Johnson said that she often 
feels depressed after compar-
ing herself to her Facebook 
friends on her news feed.
   “It makes me feel like people 

don’t like me as much,” John-
son said. 
   The survey in the Humboldt 
study connected general hap-
piness to envy and stress on 
Facebook.
   “Passive use of Facebook 
heightens invidious emotions 
that, in turn, adversely affect 
users’ satisfaction with their 
lives,” said the Humboldt 
study. 
   Co-author of the study and 
researcher Helena Wenninger 
came out with a statement 
based on the research in the 
study. 
   “Considering the fact that 
Facebook use is a worldwide 
phenomenon and envy is a 
universal feeling, a lot of peo-
ple are subject to these pain-
ful consequences,” Wenniger 
said.
   The Humboldt study includ-

ed that these painful conse-
quences often include depres-
sion and anxiety. 
   “Facebook makes me mad 
sometimes but overall it’s 
good,” Johnson said. “That 
way I know what’s going on in 
my friends lives.” 
   The study concluded that 
the sheer amount of infor-
mation that Facebook makes 
available to users could in-
crease the magnitude of Face-
book envy. The overwhelming 
amount of information on 
Facebook is not what people 
are accustomed to in their 
daily lives and the study con-
cluded that this could lead to 
stressful effects. 
   According to the study, any-
one on Facebook is suscep-
tible to Facebook envy. The 
more time a person spends on 
the site, the more likely they 

are to have addictive tenden-
cies towards it.
   If you or someone you know 
is letting Facebook dominate 
their personal happiness, it is 
possible to intervene.
   According to the Humboldt 
study, Facebook envy is an ef-
fect of modern culture.
   Preventing Facebook anxi-
ety on a greater scale will take 
a major change.
   The depression and anxiety 
imposed on victims of Face-
book envy can be treated on 
an individual basis. 
   “Even though they may 
not say it, if a friend starts to 
change their daily behaviors, 
they may be depressed,” ado-
lescent therapist and former 
Seaholm Counselor Dennis 
Rozema said. 

Moffett said.
   However, despite Seaholm working to go 
Green and earn the honor of being an Ever-
green school, Russell, the President of the 
Green Club, considers this just the first step. 
   “I think it’s a really great start, a great foun-
dation,” Russell said. “Once you’re the highest 
ranking, you’re the highest ranking, but it’s a 
good thing to always push for more [environ-
mental action].” 
   The 20 environmental programs needed to 
become an official “Evergreen School” is only 
71% of what michigangreenschools.us offer as 
suggestions on the application, not including 
the ideas they have listed on a separate page. 
   “There are so many ways in which we could 
improve what we do,” Shettel said. “We still 
generate a lot of waste, plastic is still an issue. 
It would be great if we could get everyone to 
use reusable water bottles and there’s a lot of 

waste at lunch time.” 
   Russell said she expects Seaholm to continue 
improving its environmental standing year by 
year. In the near future, she said the Seaholm 
green club with focus on a few specific green 
initiatives. These will include, getting the word 
out on the current recycling program, start-
ing a compost system, getting solar panels to 
power the lights in the football stadium, and 
moving to use recycled cups throughout the 
building. 
   On February 5, Green Club representatives 
Lacey Mendalson and Hannah King met with 
Principal Dee Lancaster in attempt to get her 
approval for continuing to pursue the solar 
panel project. 
   “[The meeting] went well,” Medalson said. 
“[Lancaster] was really supportive of the idea, 
so we just need to talk to the Board [of Educa-
tion] and businesses to receive a grant. Hope-
fully it will be up soon.”
   Moffett said she feels moving to alternative 
energy is the most important step for schools - 
and people - to take as they continue to become 

more green. 
   “The most important thing 
any school can do is bring 
down green house gas emis-
sions which are unsustainably 
high.” Moffett said. “Last year 
was the hottest year in record-
ed history.  We must focus on 
lowering energy consumption 
in schools, at home and help-
ing senior citizens cut their 
power usage.”
   While Russell said the ad-
ministration plays a large role 
in the encouraging and imple-
menting of green projects, she 
truly believes changes start 
with the students themselves. 
   “At the end of the day, it 
comes down to individual 
students,” Russell said. “They 
have to decide to make [the 
environment a priority].” 

Green School 
Cont. from page 1

Photo By Taylor Wyllie

A banner in the main hall displays Seaholm’s commitment to 
being a Michigan Green School.  Seaholm has been a Michi-
gan Green School since 2008. Last year was the first year 
Seaholm became an “Evergreen School”, which requires 20 
or more environmental programs. 
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Man on the Street:

Do you think the new security measures are worth the money 
the district is spending?

“Not enough, but 
yes.”  
-Freshman Dalton 

Mink

“No...”  
-Sophomore 
Griffin Neal  

“No, because 
I haven’t even 
heard of the 
new measures.”  

-Junior Lauren 
Kotsull

“Yes, I think it’s 
worth the mon-
ey, but there are 
still issues that 
will occur.”  

-Senior Elise 
O’Keefe

   As Seaholm’s rising sopho-
mores, juniors and seniors 
know all too well, the school 
has instated a new policy re-
garding student parking pass-
es.  In the weeks since the pol-
icy was unveiled at grade level 
scheduling assemblies, there 
has been nothing but unrest 
from sophomores and juniors 
who now fear for their ability 

to park in the coming school 
year.
   In reality, the reaction to the 
new policy is disproportionate 
to the issue.
   First of all, all seniors who 
qualify will be given parking 
passes.  Yes, the remaining 
juniors will be placed in a lot-
tery, but only if the number 
of students who want a pass 
and qualify outnumbers the 
amount of spaces left.
   A benefit of the policy is that, 

while attendance seems un-
related to parking, the atten-
dance tie-in does give students 
an incentive to show up to 
school.  However, it won’t af-
fect students whose absences 
are caused by illness, school-
related activities, or other le-
gitimate reasons.
   All of this being said, im-
provements could certainly be 
made to the policy.
   For instance, the adminis-
tration has talked a lot about 

what students can’t do.  They 
can’t be late, they can’t ditch 
class, they can’t show up less 
than 92 percent of the time.  
We’ve definitely heard a lot 
about the negatives, but could 
there be another side to the 
policy?
   The Highlander would like to 
see a positive way for students 
to gain back days toward their 
parking pass.  
   For example, if a student has 
accrued enough excused ab-

sences to prompt a possible re-
vocation of their parking pass, 
they should be allowed an op-
portunity to reduce the num-
ber of absences held against 
them.  A good way to do this 
would be to have them serve a 
certain number of community 
service hours.
   Not only would this give mo-
tivated students an opportuni-
ty to redeem themselves after 
missing school, but it would 
encourage positive behaviors 

as well.
   We’re on board with any 
policy that aims to improve 
our education.  But instead of 
simply punishing negative be-
haviors, the school should give 
students an incentive to do 
something good, by allowing 
them to work toward the privi-
lege of having a parking pass.

Staff Editorial

A Lot of Fuss Over Parking Policy

Content by Meghan Flynn

Graphics by Ben Bishop

5 Things You Need to Know: Saving Valentine’s Day

Active Prevention is the Solution to School Safety

Forgot Valentine’s Day? Fear not -- the Highlander is here to save you from the doghouse this weekend. Here 
are five ways to save yourself before your significant other breaks up with you.

Connor Park
Community Editor
cpark@seaholmhighlander.com

   Amidst the talk of upcoming 
changes to security within the 
halls of Seaholm, a critical truth 
is being overlooked.  While ad-
ministrators at the school and 
district levels discuss the poten-
tial of upcoming changes, they 
do not discuss that our current 

security measures are ineffective at crime pre-
vention.
   On January 23rd, three minors broke into a 
Seaholm locker room, proving that exact point.  
The trio, who, according to Seaholm principal 
Dee Lancaster, are not Seaholm students, en-
tered the room during a wrestling meet and 
proceeded to steal items from a Seaholm stu-

dent.  They then moved to the parking lot and 
vandalized at least one vehicle there.  Security 
cameras positioned outside the locker room 
were able to catch them in the act, and they 
have since been identified.
   What’s important to realize, however, is that 
while the cameras could help identify the sus-
pects, they failed in actually preventing the 
crime in the first place.
   On February 5th, 2013, the district presented 
information to the Board of Education that 
outlined safety recommendations for schools.  
Among other suggestions, it highlighted a criti-
cal aspect of crime prevention: proactive mea-
sures to prevent crime from actually occurring.
   There are two halves to every counter-crime 
effort: the half that prevents the crime, and the 
half that wraps up the aftermath.  While our 
security can handle the latter just fine, the first 
half is gravely overlooked.

   Security cameras are an excellent example of 
this.  They are not an effective means of pre-
vention.  They serve to close the barn doors 
after the horses have escaped - to identify sus-
pects after the fact and aid in recovering from 
the crime, as opposed to directly preventing it.  
It’s time to address that.
   While cameras are certainly necessary, we 
need to focus more on active prevention meth-
ods.  The district has already displayed inter-
est, which is an encouraging step.  In addition 
to the January 23rd presentation, the district 
is willing to spend money on enacting more 
active prevention going forward.  Deputy Su-
perintendent Paul DeAngelis described a plan 
whereby each building would receive funding 
to the tune of $40,000 each for a variety of 
new measures, including new visual recogni-
tion systems like the $11,000 system installed 
at Pierce Elementary School. That’s the kind of 

proactive mindset that we need to address se-
curity problems.
      However, the most important step for active 
prevention is something that every student can 
abide by: diligence.  Every student and faculty 
member has the responsibility to make sure 
their items are safe.  We see things like locker 
break-ins and vandalism when these responsi-
bilities are shirked.
   According to Lancaster, the January 23rd 
break-ins were possible because the locker 
room door was left open and the victim failed 
to ensure the security of his property.  Sure, it’s 
more convenient to leave the door unlocked or 
the locker combination near completion, but at 
the same time, it’s inviting disaster.
   Diligence is a critical factor behind the idea of 
active crime prevention, and that’s the kind of 
prevention we need to focus on.
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Binge Drinking         Cont. from page 1

            
alcohol differently than men’s. 
It takes less alcohol for women 
to get intoxicated because of 
their size and how they pro-
cess alcohol,” said the CDC. 
   Lack of control during a 
binge can frequently lead to 
unintentional injuries, being 
sexually taken advantage of, 
and sexually transmitted dis-
eases. Long-term effects can 
range everywhere from high 
blood pressure, liver disease, 
and neurological damage. 
   West Bloomfield-based pedi-
atrician Isabel Holland-Davis 
frequently sees young patients 
who binge drink and is famil-
iar with the physical conse-
quences which occurs. 
   “High doses of alcohol at an 
early age may result in lasting 
effects in neurophysiologic 
function,” Holland-Davis said. 
“There is an increase of adult 
alcohol abuse and dependence 
in young people who abuse al-
cohol at an early age.”  
   According to a 2010 study by 
the Birmingham Bloomfield 
Community Coalition, the 
most common way for a per-
son under 21 to receive alcohol 
is by someone of legal age to 
buy it for them. 
   Consequences for parents 
caught housing a group of 
young people under the in-
fluence of alcohol can be in-
credibly severe. Adults can 
be sentenced up to 93 days in 
jail, fined up to $1000, and be 
granted a criminal record. 
   Birmingham Public School’s 
crisis counselor, Sherree Wil-

To SAT or to ACT?

Junior Pursues International Service

Photo Courtesy Of Jacbobs Family

Jacobs spends some quality time with Ronda, one of the chil-
dren she worked with every say during her time in Belize ,

Kendall Hitch 
News Editor 
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

son, is a firmly against under-
age drinking.
   “Parents need to pay closer 
attention,” Wilson said. “You 
are responsible for the kids in 
your house and you need to 
check on them.”

   Wilson believes that students 
don’t believe that there are 
consequences to underage age 
drinking. 
   “The attitude that that’s 
okay,” Wilson said. “It’s not 
good for your health, it’s not 

good for your reputation, it’s 
not good for anything.”

Photo Courtesy Of Jacobs Familys
Junior Erin Jacobs educated and played games wwith the same group of children every day during her 2012 trip to Belize.

Kendall Hitch
News Editor 
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

“This is what I want to 
do for the rest of my 

life.” 
-Erin Jacobs

   Passion. Leadership. Mak-
ing a difference.
   Junior Erin Jacobs uses 
these words to describe her 
experience volunteering with 
children internationally. 
   Jacobs took part in two trips 
last year and plans to con-
tinue these trips throughout 
her high school career, one 
in Belize and one that spans 
both Mexico and California. 
   According to Jacobs, she has 
taken part in these trips since 
last year.
Jacob’s initial trip took place 
last year. 
   “It was a life changing expe-
rience,” Jacobs said. “It was 
amazing how these people 
opened up their communities, 
schools, and families to some-
one outside their culture.” 
   According to Jacobs, she 
was inspired to try one of 
these trips after noticing 
many participants in her 
youth group enjoyed the 
experience. 
   Her first trip, “MexiCali”, 
last year is what initiated her 
continuing passion for this 
type of work. 
   This trip involved the team 
of high school students first 
traveling to California to 
organize their supplies for the 
village and then proceeding 
to their respective villages in 
Mexico for the volunteering 
opportunities.
   During this experience, 
Jacobs spent her time in a 
tiny village called Tabasco. 
Activities included making 
crafts and playing games with 
the children. 
   Jacobs became extremely 
close to the children in Tabas-
co, and still thinks about them 
as she goes about her daily 
life. She often speaks of them 
to her peers, as she counts 
down the days until she can 

see them again. 
   “I still have the crafts they 
made me and I remember 
each of them, all of their 
names,” Jacobs said. 
   Junior Elizabeth Cavanaugh 
attended the MexiCali trip 
with Jacobs last year and said 
that Jacobs often assisted her 
during their time with the 
children. 
   “She and I often helped each 
other when a mumbling child 
was hard to understand, ” Ca-
vanaugh said, “ Or sometimes 
we just yelled for Jason, our 
translator, in unison.” 
   According to Cavanaugh, the 
experience shared between 
the volunteers also created a 
bond between them.
   “I definitely think we were 
brought closer together 
through the village experience 
we shared that week,” Cava-
naugh said. 
   As Jacobs and Cavanaugh 
prepare for this year’s trip to 
Mexico, they are looking for-
ward to new experiences and 
new ways to step up and make 
a difference. 
   “There will be new bonds to 
form with the people who live 
there and new memories to 
capture in every coloring book 
picture I fill out, soccer ball 
I kick, and piggyback ride I 
give,” Cavanaugh said.
   After her first experience in 
Mexico, Jacobs was inspired 
to extend her reach further.
   Jacobs discovered the trip 
to Belize through students 
in her youth group and was 
determined to go, dreaming of 
another experience similar to 
the one she had in MexiCali. 
   “Erin expressed an interest 
and it is something that she is 
so passionate, I had to make it 
happen,” said Jacobs mother, 
Jeanne Jacobs.
    Jeanne Jacobs accompanies 
Jacobs on these trips and 
believes that these experi-
ences help bring them closer 

together. 
   “It’s a really nice feeling, 
knowing what you’ve accom-
plished ,” Jeanne Jacobs said. 
“The joy that these kids have 
and the bonds I create with 
my own child are very reward-
ing.” 
   The Belize trip includes both 
adults and children. The team 
members are split up, build-
ing a school, building a house, 
and working in the schools.
   Jacobs’s typical day often 
involved waking up around 
7am, packing all their sup-
plies in their van and then 
a 45-minute ride through a 
beautiful and exotic jungle.
   “The drive through the 
jungle was just beautiful,” 
Jacobs said. 
   The rest of the day includes 
a combination of games with 
the kids at recess, making 
crafts, and reading with the 
children. 
   Jacobs left the village every-
day around 4pm.
   One aspect of Belize that 
drew Jacobs too furthering 
her work in this area was the 
different culture she experi-
enced. 
   “In Belize I love to learn 
about the different cultures,” 
Jacobs said.
   Jacobs often experiences a 
direct contrast in Belize cul-
ture versus American culture. 
She found the differences 
both intriguing and inspiring, 
as they encouraged her love 
for a different look at life. 
   “There was a lady who was 
gorgeous, she was skinny and 

makes her a leader. Inspiring 
others around her to work 
harder for a cause they believe 
in. 
   According to Fithian, work-
ing in countries such as Belize 
requires a certain sense of 
maturity and dedication that 
Jacobs was able to master. 
   “Some of the situations you 
may face in Belize can be very 
hard to understand,” Fithian 
said. “[Jacobs’s] maturity 
helps her stay focused in hard 
situations well still very 
openly and honestly caring for 
the injustice around her.” 
   Beyond her direct work with 
the children, Jacobs’s com-
mitment and passion  is dem-

onstrated 
through 
the 
months 
of fund-
raising 
she takes 
part in 
for both 
trips. 
    Ac-
cording 

to Cavanaugh, fundraising 
the MexiCali trip alone lasts 
for around six months and 
requires the each participant 
set aside a great deal of time.
    “Fundraising generally 
starts early in the school year, 
around November and some-
times even October,” Cava-
naugh said. “We continue to 
fundraise in a variety of ways 
up until we leave in March.”
   Fithian said that fundraising 
works the same for the Belize 

beautiful. Here she would be a 
model, but in here village she 
was looked down upon for be-
ing too thin,” Jacobs said. 
   Beyond anything, Jacob’s 
feels the most satisfaction 
from the friendship she cre-
ates with the children she 
works with. 
    “The most rewarding thing 
is to build that relationship 
between two very different 
people from very different 
cultures,” Jacobs said. 
   She said she had a true 
moment of gratification on 
the last day of Belize. As she 
speaks of her memories with 
the children, her face lights up 
and a smile beams across her 
face.
   “On the 
last day 
all the 
kids come 
up and 
hug you, 
because 
they know 
you’re leav-
ing,” Ja-
cobs said. 
   2012 Seaholm graduate 
Melinda Fithian traveled to 
Belize with Jacobs last year, 
and noticed her ability to 
take leadership in this type of 
work.
   “Erin has a natural ability 
to care for others. She is a 
natural born leader and easily 
encourages others to makes a 
difference,” Fithian said.
   Fithian said that Jacobs’ 
excitement and dedication 
to working with the children 

trip.
   Jeanne Jacobs said one of 
her favorite part of the experi-
ences is the book collection 
that they do before the trips to 
be able to supply the children 
with books when they go.
   “Right now we have six full 
boxes of books to take with 
us,” Jeanne Jacobs said. 
   Jeanne Jacobs works at 
Covington and assisted with 
a book drive with 5th and 6th 
graders in order to obtain 
these books. 
   “The students at Covington 
are so excited to see the stu-
dents with their new books,” 
Jeanne said.
   According to Jacobs, all the 
work and factors that go into 
the trip have combined to 
make it her true passion. 
   Fithian believes that Ja-
cobs’s love for every part of 
the process is what deems her 
destined to work in the fields. 
   “These trips are what con-
vinced me to get my medical 
degree and work with Doc-
tors without Borders in the 
future,” Jacobs said. 
   Jacobs plans to attend both 
Belize and MexiCali through-
out high school. She wants to 
look for international volun-
teering 
   Although Jacobs doesn’t 
have every detail mapped out, 
she feels that wherever she 
ends up, working with chil-
dren in these communities 
will always be a part of her.
   “This is what I want to do 
for the rest of my life,” Jacobs 
said. 

Graphic By: Ben Bishop

As junior year approaches, all 
high school students are faced 
with the same question. 
   ACT or SAT? 
   Seaholm counselor Toby 
Loukmas said the answer 
regarding which college en-
trance exam to take is not the 
same for everyone.
   “There are many factors 
that go into determining what 
test is right for each person,” 
Loukmas said. “Some people 
do significantly better on one 
test as opposed to the other.” 
   Seaholm students tend to 
favor the ACT for use in the 
college admissions process.
   According to a Highlander 
survey, about 90 percent of 
Seaholm Seniors used the 
ACT when applying to college.
   “A big part of it is that all 
juniors get to take the ACT 
as part of the Michigan Merit 
Exam,” Loukmas said. 
   Every student at Seaholm 
has to take the ACT.
   According to Loukmas, stu-
dents venture out to the SAT 
for a variety of reasons. 
   The Princeton review 
website said that a common 
reason for choosing the SAT is 
the lack of a science section. 
   “It is meant to test your 
reading and reasoning skills 
based upon a given set of 
facts. But if you're a true 
science-phobe, the SAT might 
be a better fit,” the Princeton 
Review website said.
   Senior Morgan Lipinski de-

cided to try the SAT to avoid 
science and felt that she could 
do better overall.
   “I did significantly better on 
the SAT, so I decided to use 
that when applying to col-
lege,” Lipinski said.

   About 50 percent of 
Seaholm non-seniors plan to 
take the SAT.
   “I want to try the SAT be-
cause I’ve heard it’s different 
than the ACT so I could do 
much better,” junior Caroline 
Stacey said.
   According to the Princeton 
Review, there are fundamen-
tal differences between the 
two testing formats. 
   “ACT questions tend to be 
more straight forward,” the 
Princeton Review notes on its 
website. 
   The Princeton Review pro-
vides to examples of the dif-
ference between the wording 
of an ACT and SAT question.
   SAT:  What is your view of 
the claim that something un-
successful can still have some 
value?
   ACT: In your view, should 
high schools become more 
tolerant of cheating?
   According to Loukmas, the 
majority of schools accept 
both forms of standardized 
testing. This usually leaves 
the final decision up to the 
students on which test to 
submit.
   “You have to find the format 
your most comfortable with 
that you feel you can do your 

best on,” Loukmas said. 
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Study: Students Pump 
Millions Into Local Economy

Highlander Editor  
Attends Inauguration

Taylor Wyllie
Managing Print Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

   In 30 degree weather I stood 
amongst thousands. Thou-
sands of men, women, and 
children of all races and eth-
nicities gathered across the DC 
Mall to watch our 44th presi-
dent place his left hand on a 
historic bible and officially 
(or unofficially as he’d taken 
the real oath on the 20th) be 
sworn in. 
   In my own little corner, at 
least a quarter mile from the 
Capital Building but right next 
to a giant screen, I watched in 
a bubble of excitement. The 
day had been insane, com-
pletely fanatical, but watching 
President Obama address the 
crowd with his minister voice 
gave me actual chills. It made 
everything, all the craziness of 
the morning and the weekend-
long drive, worth it. 
   The morning of the 21st had 
started miserably enough, my 
mother rousing me into com-
plete darkness at the much-
too-early six am.  By seven, we 
had hopped in a shuttle with 
four incredibly excited morn-
ing people from Tennessee, 
chatting in the front seats as I 
slept in the back. 
   We didn’t get to DC until a 
quarter to eight, and with the 
sun still dipped below the ho-
rizon, the air was frigid, dis-
gustingly cold. Even with my 
sweater, t-shirt, coat, scarf, 
boots, hat and gloves I could 
feel the wind directly on my 
skin, and from there on out I 
was frozen. Basically numb. 
   Then the first inauguration 
miracle happened. The Star-
bucks right next to our Metro 
stop, on a corner jammed with 
people and street vendors, had 
no line. It wasn’t like I had ran 
into Michelle Obama, my idol, 
or even had gotten within 20 
feet of my hero Anderson Coo-
per (that would come later), 
but at the time it was the pick 
me up I needed. With my Chai 
tea in hand, I could be slightly 
less frozen and much more 
awake. 
   Walking to the mall, after 
our stereotypical Birmingham 
Starbucks stop, was like par-
ticipating in the annual pen-
guin migration in the month of 
March. At eight am, it wasn’t 
nearly as crowded as the me-
dia documented- luckily for us 
the huge crowds didn’t appear 
until a couple hours later. I 
had enough room to zig-zag on 
the streets if I had wanted to 
do so, or swing my arms back 
and forth without accident-
ly hitting anyone. But there 
were enough people to have a 
sense of community, to look 
like a major event, perhaps a 
presidential inauguration, was 
about to happen.
   The hundreds that walked 
the streets with my mother 
and I were a lively crowd. 
Vendors shouted their selling 
points over and over and over, 
people donned Obama hats, 
pins, gloves, shirts, sweat-
shirts, even Michelle Obama 
earrings.  They held signs, 
shouted cheers, told anyone 
who could hear about how 
much they loved, loved, loved 
Obama. 
   Surrounded by such a group, 
I forgot how numb I actually 
was. Taking everything in, see-
ing how excited these people 
were to even be in the same 

city as their beloved president, 
was honestly breathtaking. I 
hadn’t seen anything like it 
before, and I’m not sure I will 
again. 
   By the time we got to the 
mall, the crowd had begun to 
thicken. We were surrounded 
by security from every police 
possible (National Guard, Ma-
rines, Coast Guard, DC police, 
sharp shooters), Inaugural 
volunteers and ordinary citi-
zens like us. In a game to pass 
time, my mother and I guessed 
which “ordinary people” were 
secretly trained assassins.  The 
old lady giving high fives to ev-
eryone she passed, the young 
man with his face painted as 
an American flag, the child 
holding her mother’s hand 
were all prime suspects. 
   Around nine or so, the sec-
ond inauguration miracle 
happened. We stopped by the 
CNN booth, and there, sitting 
less than 20 feet from where I 
stood, was a man I’ve looked 
up to for years. Anderson Coo-
per.  I couldn’t see his face- 
just the back of his head, his 
silver hair- but I was utterly 
star struck. I can’t imagine 
how I would’ve acted if I had 
had the chance to speak with 
him. I probably would’ve end-
ed up on the floor, passed out. 
By ten we had to push through 
a thick of people to get a spot to 
stand during the actual event. 
Next to us on the right a fam-
ily of three women lay on the 
floor sleeping, they had got-
ten there at five in the morn-
ing, had woken up at four. To 
the left of us were two sisters, 
who were smart enough to 
bring chairs, and who proudly 
proclaimed they were oh so in 
love with Barack. Directly be-
hind me, two men stood, my 
own Statler and Waldorf, who 
made snarky, hilariously sar-
castic comments as time went 
on. 
   At 10:30, I stuffed hand 
warmers into my socks, sat 
on the ground and waited. 
For the next two hours that’s 
all we really did: wait. We oc-
casionally chatted with our 
friendly neighbors, ate aw-
ful, and yes cold Chinese food 
and watched the looping video 
on the giant screen mere feet 
from us.  I wasn’t really bored 
though, the feeling of being at 
such a historic event was elec-
tric and we were all jittery with 
anticipation. Watching Jimmy 
Fallon address the crowd re-
motely from New York for 
the fourth time wasn’t so bad 
when the crowd reacted in 
such a strong way. 
   And then it was time. Min-
iature American flags were be-
ing passed around the crowd, 
thousands and thousands 
of them, and at once we all 
stood up, unable to hold in our 
smiles, our glee. The Presi-
dent took the stage; around 
me people chanted “four more 
years”, or “Barack Obama” or 
just “Obama”, and the words 
jumbled together becoming 
loud and indistinguishable. 
   That’s when the third and fi-
nal Inauguration miracle hap-
pened.  The cameras panned 
out, showing a sea of hun-
dreds of thousands of people 
wildly screaming, waving their 
American flags. And I swore, 
when I looked incredibly 
closely, I could see the speck 
that was me screaming along 
with them: one of thousands. 

Students take Charge in Local Community
Sumer Ghazala
Staff Writer
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com

   Senior Anna Collins volun-
teers at the Birmingham His-
torical Museum on the week-
ends.
   “I really like it there,” Col-
lins said. “It’s a really small 
museum and sometimes I run 
the front desk talking to visi-
tors or sometimes I help set 
up exhibits, all sorts of things 
depending on what they need 
that week.”
   Collins volunteers at one of 
the seemingly endless amount 
of volunteering opportunities 
that the Birmingham commu-
nity offers.
   Collins was able to attend 
meetings where discussions 
on how to improve the muse-
um were held.
   “It was mostly people from 
the museum board,” Col-
lins said, “but I was a student 
member there to give a youth 
perspective on how they can 
attract teenagers and make it 
more interactive.”
   By tending the front desk 
and meeting new people, Col-
lins says she has gained a lot of 

experience. “People will come 
into the museum and start 
telling me about their great 
grandparents in some war so 
you get to hear really interest-
ing experiences,” Collins said.
   Another program is the 
district-run Birmingham Sat-
urday School which is always 
looking for more student help 
in English and Math subject 
areas, according to Seaholm 
Community Service Advisor 
Cheryl Shettel.
   “They are open to all stu-
dents to come and help tutor 
other kids,” Shettel said.
   There are also opportuni-
ties that allow students to give 
back and lend a hand to those 
less fortunate.
   The Welcome Inn Day Cen-
ter is a daytime shelter, which 
isn’t very common since most 
shelters are opened only in the 
evening. The Center asks for 
volunteers to provide meals 
and wash laundry for any 
homeless people who come by 
during the day.
   “There’s also South Oakland 
Shelter,” Shettel said. “There 
they provide a place to sleep 
in a new host Church every 

night and they also have the 
resources to help people find 
jobs.”
   Another program, such as 
Summer in the City, allows 
students to go to Detroit and 
work in a school with younger 
kids. Usually, people carpool 
to the school where there are 
gardens and they get to work 
with kids.
   Senior Caroline Smythe says 
Summer in the City is a great 
experience.
   “I played with all these kids 
who live in Detroit,” Smythe 
said, “and it was really cool 
because I learned that not ev-
eryone lives like we do in Bir-
mingham.”
   Senior Georgia Armstrong 
is involved with a newer non-
profit organization called 
‘Humble Design.’
   Humble Design is a non-
profit organization where 
struggling Detroit and Pontiac 
families are given free home-
makeovers to make their liv-
ing more comfortable. 
   Armstrong found the experi-
ence to be very eye-opening.
“It showed me how some kids 
don’t even have a bed and they 

sleep on the floor,” Armstrong 
said. “I even met a mother who 
was living with her pregnant 
14 year old daughter. It’s just 
crazy to think how differently 
some people are living when 
they live only 25 minutes 
away.”
   Students can either donate 
money or time, according to 
Armstrong. People can help 
organize the warehouse of fur-
niture or actually give a hand 
by setting up the furniture in 
the homes.
   These are only a few of the 
opportunities within the com-
munity.
   “There is a list that I always 
have available with all the 
services listed,” Shettel said. 
“It all really depends on what 
you’re looking to get involved 
in. I think it’s good to have stu-
dents maybe go with a friend 
and do things they’re not usu-
ally comfortable doing and 
maybe challenge themselves.”
   For any questions or de-
tails on any of these services, 
please contact Mrs. Shettel in 
the Community Service Office 
or by email at SS01bps@bir-
mingham.k12.mi.us.

Photo By Taylor Wyllie
Capitol Hill looms over the huge crowd gathered to watch 
President Barack Obama deliver his second Inaugural Ad-
dress.

Kelly Martinek
Opinion Editor
kmartinek@seaholmhighlander.com

   Over three million dollars.  
That’s how much Seaholm 
students pump into the lo-
cal economy every year.  But 
where exactly does it come 
from?
   The Highlander conducted 
a survey asking Seaholm stu-
dents how and where they 
spend their money.
   Using surveymonkey.com 
and by handing out physical 
copies of our questionnaire, 
we received over one hun-
dred responses from Seaholm 
freshmen, sophomores, ju-
niors, and seniors, showing 
what kind of role Seaholm 
students individually play in 
Birmingham’s economy.
   To get an idea of how 
Seaholm as a whole plays 
into the economic structure 
of the city, we took these 
results and analyzed them 
further.  To get the most ac-
curate numbers, we took an 
average of the data collected 
and multiplied it by 1,369 
students.
   What we found was that 
Seaholm students are a large 
part of Birmingham’s econo-
my as a whole. The survey re-
sults show that Seaholm puts 
an average of $3,286,243 
into the economy every year.  

   We broke this down into four 
categories: food, gas, enter-
tainment, and clothing.
   Seaholm students, as a 
whole, reported spending ap-
proximately $21,450 on enter-
tainment every month.   The 
most popular entertainment 
activities were movies, sport-
ing events, and skiing/ snow-
boarding.
   They also spend about 
$31,050 on food, including 
fast food and coffee runs, in 
a typical month, according 
to survey results.  In the past 
month, the largest number of 
respondents had spent money 
at Starbucks, Leo’s Coney Is-
land, and Panera Bread.
   They reported approximate-
ly $24,450 spent on gas each 
month.  This number is espe-
cially staggering considering 
about fifty percent of the stu-
dents at Seaholm, the under-
classmen, don’t own cars. 
   In the clothing category, the 
total was about $80,951 re-
ported spent per year.  In the 
past month, more students 
had shopped at Target, Nor-
dstrom, and Lululemon than 
anywhere else.
   In a typical week, a to-
tal of $28,537 is spent on 
food, $23,273 on gas, and 
$19,134 on entertainment by 
Seaholm’s 1,369 students.
Additional reporting by  
Esther Seawell

Graphics by Ben Bishop
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SPORTS
Wilberding Triplets Run In 
Three Different Directions

David Granadier
Sports Editor
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

   For the last four years, they’ve ran together, but next year, 
the Wilberding sibling rivalry will reach a new level as they 
will each suit up for different colleges.
   Aubrey, Mallory and Tess Wilberding are long time cross 
country and track stars.  They have many accolades so far in 
their careers, including being members of Seaholm’s 2012 
state championship team.  Now, each sister can add compet-
ing for a Division 1 university to their list of achievements. 
   “It’s nice to see the years of hard work and dedication and 
sacrifice come to fruition,” father Jim Wilberding said.
   The three took part in national signing day Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 6 in the Seaholm Media Center.

             

Mallory signed for Butler University, where she plans to at-
tend their prestigious Physician’s Assistant Program while 
running cross country and track.
   “I’m extremely excited to be given an opportunity for Butler 
University,” Mallory said at the signing.  “It’s always been a 
dream of mine to run at a D1 school like Butler.  Go Bulldogs!”
   Aubrey committed to Michigan State University for cross 
country and track.  Aubrey’s talents earned her a scholarship 

from MSU.
   Tess will also be running cross country and track at another 
Big Ten school, University of Iowa.  Tess is receiving scholar-
ships from Iowa for both athletics and academics.
   “I’m overwhelmed but I’m really excited to run for Iowa and 
thank you to everyone for the support,” Tess said.
   Mother Nan Wilberding is proud of everything her daughters 
have accomplished.
   “Eighth grade – I knew they were fast,” Nan Wilberding said.  
“I just didn’t know they’d run all the way to college.”
   The NCAA told the Highlander there is no record of another 
set of triplets in Michigan ever committing to three different 
D1 schools, although this has happened on the national scale 
in women’s basketball and field hockey.
   Their decisions may create some Wilberding vs. Wilberding 
cross country match ups and possible family rivalries.  Michi-
gan State and Iowa often face each other.   The two often meet 
at the Wisconsin Adidas Invitational and Big Ten Champion-
ship.  Butler and Iowa have also faced each other in the past at 
the Toledo Interregional Bubble Buster.
   For the three to meet in a competitive family reunion of 
sorts, it would have to take place at the NCAA Midwest Re-
gional Championship or NCAA National Championship.
   Whether or not the sisters meet is yet to be seen, but one 
thing is for certain, Seaholm will miss these talented triplets 
and they look forward to seeing what they will do during their 
collegiate careers.
   “It’s been a great four years with these girls. I’m so proud of 
them for going to these prestigious universities,” girl’s cross 
country and track head coach Jeff Devantier said.  “It’s going 
to be tough to see them go.”

Additional reporting by Esther Seawell

“Eighth grade - I knew they were fast.  
I just didn’t know they’d run all the 

way to college.” 

- Nan Wilberding

Photo By Madeline Tew

Aubrey Wilberding (left) commits to Michigan State University for cross country/track.  Mallory Wilberding (center) signs 
for Butler University for cross country/track.  Tess Wilberding (right) commits to University of Iowa for cross country/
track.

Commentary

“Teamwork” Has a 
Nice Ring to It
   This past fall, the women’s 
Cross Country team was 
crowned the Division One 
State champions. Their vic-
tory left them ranked number 
one in the country. As if that 
wasn’t enough, they received 

the first 
ever perfect 
score of a 
1.000 from 
the Na-
tional Cross 
Country 
Coaches 
Association. 
The team 

was awarded 
rings to 
commemo-
rate their 
achieve-

ments and their hard work.
      But now, there is talk 
around Seaholm about wheth-
er the whole team deserves 
state championship rings or 
if just the seven girls who 
actually ran in the state meet 
are deserving.  They say only 
those seven earned the right 
to wear the honor.
   I disagree. 
   Yes, the seven girls who ran 
obviously did bring home 
the championship, but it was 
because of the rest of the team 
that the seven runners were 
able to compete. The whole 
team was given the opportu-
nity to receive state champi-
onship rings for their hard 
work and effort as a team.  
   The seven girls who ran 
were seniors Aubrey Wilberd-
ing and Tess Wilberding, 
junior Danielle Bentzley, 
sophomores Julia Demko, Au-
drey Belf and Rachel Dadamio 
and freshman Marissa Dobry. 
The whole team was able to 
purchase rings, but some did 
not. Surprisingly, some of the 
girls who ran in the state meet 
chose not to get a ring (Dem-
ko and Dobry) because they 
“were probably going to lose 
it,” said Demko, along with 
the fact that it was expensive 
and, they said, ultimately un-
necessary.
   The rings are silver with a 
large maroon stone on the 
top with a thick Seaholm 
“S” visible within the stone, 
surrounded by “2012 State & 
National Champions.” On one 
side lies “Seaholm” engraved 
above the outline of the state 
of Michigan, on the reverse 

Reed Powers

Reed My 
Lips

Photo By Reed Powers

The girl’s cross country 
state championship com-
memorates their win at the 
D1 state meet, their nation-
al No. 1 ranking, and their 
perfect 1.000 rating

side is the runner’s name, or 
an abbreviation if too long, 
with the girls’ cross country 
team logo below. 
   It’s hard to determine 
whether or not the entire 
team deserves to receive such 
a high honor of a national 
championship ring, rather 
than just the seven girls. 
The team was awarded rings 
because of the win at the state 
meet, which isn’t something 
that the whole team did. 
   In a sport like cross country, 
the final meet decides where 
a team stands in the rank-
ings. In a sport like lacrosse, 
which is another girls’ sport 
at Seaholm that won a state 
championship in the last year 
(along with tennis), a single 
game in which the whole 
team participates decides the 
team’s success, usually after a 
long tournament of hard com-
petition, rather than a meet 
that determines rank with 
a limited number of players 
chosen to compete. 
   The girls’ cross country team 
received a perfect score of a 
1.000 after the season, which 
is the first perfect score given 
to a girls’ high school cross 
country team in the history 
of the sport. That kind of suc-
cess does not come from an 
individual effort. That score 
shows the entire team’s dedi-
cation and hard work. 
   Read my lips, the girls de-
serve that giant ring that sits 
on their fingers every single 
day, due to the fact that they 
put in the dedication and 
work in the grueling, humid, 
blistering hot late summer 
months to propel themselves 
past the competition and into 
first place on a national scale. 

Maples Top Athens by 3

Girls Fall to Royal Oak, 50-29 Slavin Commits to Alma
   Senior Lily Slavin also 
participated in national 
signing day, commit-
ting to play soccer for 
Alma College.  Slavin 
was the leading scorer 
for Seaholm’s 2012 girl’s 
soccer team, she was 
also named OAA all-
league.  
   “I’m really excited to 
play soccer for Alma,” 
Slavin said.  “I’m look-
ing forward to next 
year.  Thanks to parents, 
coaches, and teammates 
for making it all pos-
sible.  Go Scots!”
   Slavin joins Aubrey 
(Michigan State Univer-
sity), Tess (University 
of Iowa), and Mallory 
(Butler University) 
Wilberding, as well as 
Nancy Benda (Universi-
ty of Pittsburgh), Tom-
my Bowman (University of 
Detroit Mercy), Adam Susalla 
(University of Detroit Mercy), 
Jordan Lenington (University 

of Detroit Mercy), Andrea 
Gothard (Central Michigan 
University), Kathy Quigley 
(University of Michigan), and 
Francesco Ruffino (Michigan 
State University).

Photo Courtesy of Thomas M. Slavin
Lily Slavin signs to play soccer at 
Alma College.

Photo By Ben Bishop
Junior Jonah Kest takes the ball up the court 
for the Maples against Farmington Harrison.

Photo By Patrick Blair

Junior Hannah Schuele scores two from a lay up against Groves.

Record: 8-9
Last Game: L Royal Oak 50-29
Key Players in Last Game: Elise Tolbert (12 pts.), Tyra Thomas (5 pts.), 
and Gabby Love (5 pts.)
Player Quote: “This season has been unlike any other, the team has so 
much chemistry when we work together.  I can’t wait to see what next year 
brings.” – Maria Callaghan

Birmingham Unified JV Hockey
Record: 7-6-1
Last Game: W Delasalle 4-3

   The Seaholm boy’s varsity basketball team 
improved to 11-4 Tuesday, February 12 with 
a close 55-52 win over Troy Athens.  It was a 
back and forth game through the first three 
quarters, but the Maples were able to stay on 
top in a clutch win.  Key players were senior 
guards Paris Bass and Brandon Yousif.  Before 
that, the team defeated Farmington Harrison 
55-35 Thursday, February 7.

Sports Briefs
Boy’s Varsity Basketball

Record: 11-4
Last Game: W Troy Athens 55-52
Key Players: Andrew Kaiser and Joey 
Nagridge
Player Quote: “Don’t get it twisted, we’re 
still going to win the league.” - junior guard 
Andrew Barton

Boy’s JV Basketball
Record: 14-1
Last Game: W Farmington Harrison 62-46
Key Players: Justin Rothschild and Alex 
Cross
Player Quote: “I think Sam Coury should 
play more.” - sophomore Justin Rothschild

Birmingham Unified Varsity Hockey
Record: 7-7
Last Game: W Marysville 4-1
Key Players: Adam Susalla and Mark Deacon
Player Quote: “We aere doing well. We hit a 
rough patch in the middle of the season, los-
ing some important in-league games but after 
going 2-0 in the Trenton Showcase against 
two good teams in Woodhaven and Delasalle 
we’re back on track with the playoffs coming 
up ad ready to win. We’re back to playing our 
type of hockey and believe we can beat Farm-
ington in the first round and even Rice in the 
second.” - senior forward Adam Susalla

Boy’s Varsity Wrestling
Record: 15-11
Last Meet: W Team Districts
Key Players: Sam Gomez and Erik Adams
Player Quote: “Team districts were really 
exciting.  We had a close to the wire match 
with Groves, which we always do; they’re 
always one of our tough opponents.  We had 
some guys who really stepped who beat some 
people that, on paper, they weren’t supposed 
to beat.” - assistant coach Steven Stein

Girl’s JV Basketball
Record: 6-8
Last Game: L Royal Oak  31-23
Key Players: Julia Johnson, Pattie Girardot, 
and Liz Lobaza

Boy’s Varsity Swimming and Diving
Record: Undefeated in dual meets (2 at 
Oakland County Meet)
Last Meet: W Groves 141-45
Key Players: Connor Saeli and Matt Wolk-
hammer
Coach Quote: “Top 3 finish (at states) in 
sight, if we put in 100% effort and do our 
best times, we have a great chance at taking 
another (state) title.” - coach Tom Wyllie

The girls have had to step up and fill in the 
gap.” - assistant coach Jean Skalsky

Coach Quote: “It’s been tough since our 
leading scorer was brought up to varsity. 

Key Players: Carl Banerian, Dillon Sanders

Sports Round Up
By David Granadier
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   While others were enjoying 
Space Mountain and pos-
ing with Minnie and Mickey, 
the Seaholm varsity Maple 
Motion team was fighting for 
their spot at the Universal 
Dance Association National 
Dance Team Championship in 
Disney World.
   The girls hopped on the 
flight to Orlando, Florida 
Thursday, January 31 and the 
competition began Saturday, 
February 2.
   The team danced in the 
Small Varsity Pom and the 
Small Varsity Hip-Hop cat-
egories.  
   There were 77 total teams 
from all around the country 
in the pom category and 20 in 
their bracket.  Maple Motion 
placed 15 in their group and 
did not qualify for 
semifinals.  
   The Maple danc-
ers were the first 
group to perform in 
this category with a 
7:15 am report time, 
which meant setting 
the alarm clock for 
4:30 am.  Nine teams 
in Maple Motion’s 
bracket advanced to 
the championship 
round including the 
final winner, Rosary 
High School from 
Fullerton, CA.
   “I was really happy 
with our perfor-
mances and they 
were really happy 
with them too,” head 
coach Erin Wheeler 
said.  “I think that 
what got everybody 
down the most is that 
our first dance was at 
8 am which means we 
had to report at 7:15 
which means every-
body was up at 4:30 
in the morning, so I 
think that might have 
made it a little bit 
harder to get into the swing of 
things.”
   In hip-hop, there were 67 
teams total.  Seaholm placed 
16 out of the 22 teams in their 
bracket, and did not advance 
to the semifinals.Peters 
Township High School from 
McMurray, PA took home the 
gold in this event.
   “We were pleased with how 
we danced, but the competi-
tion at nationals was challeng-
ing it was disappointing when 
we didn’t make it to the next 
round,” senior captain C.J. 
Young said.
   This was the first year that 
the team competed in UDA’s 
nationals.  
   “From what I know, most of 
these teams have been coming 
to (the competition) for 10, 15, 
even 20 years, so I think we 
were just really proud to have 
the best performances we’ve 
had,” Wheeler said.
   In past years, the team has 
always competed at the Na-
tional Dance Alliance Cham-
pionship in Orlando, and even 
left with a first place finish 

Maple Motion 
Competes on
National Stage

in 2009.  But this year, new 
coach Erin Wheeler wants 
to take the team in a differ-
ent direction with the UDA 
nationals.
   “What I’ve seen is that the 
teams that are more techni-
cally sound, stronger, and 
do better in competition, for 
some reason they all go to 
UDA and I think everybody 
wants to be a part of that be-
cause it is the best,” Wheeler 
said.  “For NDA, it’s nice 
because you get a little more 
recognition, but from my 
perspective, I’d rather know 
where I stand amongst the 
best than not.”
   The change from NDA to 
UDA also brings with it a 
change in style for the team.  
The team is looking to move 
into a more ballet based, 
technical studio trained style 
rather than the pom focused 
style from past years.

   “It’s definitely moving us 
in a stronger direction with a 
more technical base,” senior 
captain Mallory Mareski said.
   The Maple Motion qualified 
for this national champion-
ship at the UDA dance camp 
hosted by Western Michigan 
in July.  The team had to 
perform three routines and 
receive what is known as a 
“superior trophy” in order to 
make it to the competition in 
Orlando.    
   Nationals was the fifth and 
final competition for this year.  
Their strongest showing was 
at the Chippewa Valley Invita-
tional where they came fourth 
in pom and first in hip-hop.
   “I’m so proud of how we 
have done this season,” 
Mareski said.  “We have really 
improved technically and 
have become a lot closer.  We 
have progressively gotten bet-
ter at each competition and I 
have loved every bit of being 
a part of Maple Motion these 
four years.”

District Champions

Seaholm 
Wrestlers Pin 
Division 1 District 
Championship

   After a season of ups, downs, and injuries, the Seaholm 
varsity wrestling team ended their season as the Division 1 
district champions for the third time in four years.
   “The kids were determined, they wanted to win,” 
assistant coach Steven Stein said.  “They wrestled hard 
and they got after their opponents.  We have had a 
rough season with a lot of injuries this year, but we had 
a lot of guys back in the lineup and things really came 
together for the win.”
   Among the injured: senior captain Sam Gomez, who 
spent two weeks out from an ankle sprain, and junior 
Dakota Tuomi, who was rested due to a thumb injury, 
but both were back to contribute to the win at districts.
   The tournament was held at Brother Rice High 
School Wednesday, February 6.  The first win was 
against crosstown rivals Groves (48-21).  The Maples 
were led by pins from Gomez, junior Anthony Saadat-
joo, and sophomore Max Campbell.
   Anthony Saadatjoo was a late addition to the team, 
joining in the last month of the season, and turned out 
to be a turning point in the tournament.
  In December Seaholm defeated Groves at the City 
Meet 45-25.
   Their second opponent was host Brother Rice for the 
championship.  The Maples came out on top with a de-
cisive 48-34 victory with key performances by Anthony 
Saadatjoo with another pin.
   Although together, they were able to take home first 
place at team districts, no wrestler from either Bir-
mingham school made it out of individual districts.  
   “All of the seniors got a t least one win, but the 
competition was daunting,” Stein said.  “It was a really 
tough room, there were kids who probably would have 
placed at the state meet that were knocked out for 
multiple schools.”
   The closest to moving on were Gomez and fellow 
senior captain Erik Adams.  Both of whom placed fifth, 

unfortunately, only the top four advance to regionals.
   “Erik and I both made it to the blood round which is the last 
round that if you win in, you place top four and if you lose, you 
don’t make it,” Gomez said.
   The team’s overall record is now 15-11.  Their biggest win 
came in December against powerhouse Carleton Airport in a 
tight 42-39 meet.
   The team’s greatest strength is their ability to make come-
from-behind wins with a single move.
   “We call it the Seaholm funk,” Gomez said.  “We have a lot 
of cool moves that not a lot of the other teams know and we’re 
known for our knock out punches, so our kids can come back 
from losing and pin their opponents.”
   The team also relied on a mix of senior leadership from the 
three captains Adams (30-20), Gomez (31-10), and Tim List 
(32-17) and younger talent.  Sophomores Chris Saadatjoo and 
Matt Moloney both had over 30 wins on the season.
   The team had to overcome a struggling middle to the season, 
but the win at districts capped the season off on a high note.
   “We started the season strong, then we went into a slump 
because of injuries and such and we ended up winning 6 of the 
last seven meets,” head coach Neil Tuomi said.

Seaholm Blows Groves Out of the Water, Up Next: States

Photo Courtesy Of Lilia Mareski

The Maple Motion team poses for a 
picture before heading to compete in 
their Hip-Hop event at the Universal 
Dance Association National Champi-
onship in Orlando, Florida.
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Photo Courtesy Of Ken Tashiro
The Seaholm wrestling team poses with the Division 1 District Championship trophy.  They defeated Groves in the first 

round and Brother Rice in the second round to win the title.

Photo By Madeline Tew
Senior captain Mathew Wolkhammer swims breaststroke 
during the win against Groves.

Photo By Madeline Tew

Senior Zach Miller swims breaststroke for Seaholm at the 
Groves meet.

Photo Courtesy Of Ken Tashiro
Senior captain Erik Adams wins his match at the district meet to 
help put Seaholm over Brother Rice.

   The Maple swimmers and divers look to be peaking at the 
right moment after a convincing 141-45 win over the Groves 
Falcons.  
   Groves hosted the meet Thursday, February 7.  It was the 
last meet of the Seaholm regular season.
   “It was a nice way to end the year,” head coach Tom Wyl-
lie said.  “Always fun to swim against our cross town rivals, 
it brings out the best in both teams and we’re proud to come 
out with a victory.”
   After coming second in the Oakland County Meet behind 
Brother Rice, the team is looking to take this momentum into 
the state championship competition against a plethora of 
strong teams and leave with the trophy.
   “(It’s a) highly competitive meet, Holland from the west 
side, Pioneer, and Midland Dow are all great teams,” Wyllie 
said.  “It’ll be a big battle for us.  We’d like to come away with 
the state title, but it’s not a done deal.”
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