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Hidden Letters
   On Thursday, January 19, 
Seaholm High School hosted 
a field trip to see the movie 
Hidden Figures in theaters. 
Upon returning from this trip, 
a physical and verbal alterca-
tion occurred between a few 
students, staff members, and 
a Seaholm parent, according 
to the administration.
   “Four students were in-
volved in an altercation on a 
bus ride back to school after 
a field trip. Additionally, 
upon entering the building, a 
parent of one of the students 
became very heated after 
hearing her daughter’s side 
of things and shoved one of 
our teachers.” Rachel Guinn, 
former Seaholm Principal 
said. “We called Birmingham 
Police Department immedi-
ately and the police are now 
reviewing this matter.”
  The Birmingham Police De-
partment declined comment 
on this story.
 One of the most striking 
details of the altercation, ac-
cording to Guinn, was the use 
of a racial slur by one of the 
students. 
   “As a school community, we 
will not tolerate racial slurs.” 
Guinn said. “Rest assured the 
student code of conduct will 
be followed with the student.”
   The racial slur in question 
was the n-word, a word “firm-
ly established as a derogative 
name,” according to the Afri-
can American Registry.
   Ben Nepa, a white Seaholm 
senior who heard ths slur 
used on the bus, offered some 
insight on how the incident 
made him feel.

Marching for Acceptance
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   “I felt shocked that that 
was the insult she resorted 
to. It’s very sad she felt the 
need to say a hateful word 
like that.” Nepa said. 
“The word is simply 
immature no matter 
how many people 
use it. It will 
always mean a 
derogatory term 
for an African 
American slave.”
   It is ironic that 
after seeing a 
movie celebrat-
ing the hardships 
overcome and subse-
quent successes of the 
African American commu-
nity, a white student felt 
it acceptable to use a 
derogatory 
racial slur 
against a 
fellow white stu-
dent, according to multiple 
student sources who wit-
nessed the incident.
   The use of this particular 
racial slur is what caught 
media attention.
   “The use of the n-word 
is so inflammatory that we 
can’t even say the word.” 
Seaholm Interim Principal 
Kyle Hall said. “I mean, we 
actually call it the ‘n-word’, 
instead of speaking it out 
loud.”
   Seaholm High School is 
a public institution consis-
tently ranked extremely high 
in state and national rank-
ings. Most recently, US News 
ranked Seaholm the sixth 
best public school in Michi-
gan. However, there is one 
aspect in which Seaholm is 
severely lacking – diversity. 
Statistics have over 88% of 

the 
student body popula-

tion being white. 
   “It’s 2017. We attend a 
school that provides us with 
some of the best education 
in not only Michigan, but 
the country. Kids should 
know not to scream offen-
sive things, especially racial 
slurs. In no situation, under 
any circumstances, should 
a white person use the n-
word.” Loreal Dodson, an 
African American senior at 
Seaholm, said.
   However, not all Seaholm 
Students share Dodson’s 
same view. A Highlander 
survey of 42 students 
showed that 26% of kids 
believe that the n-word can 
be used in certain situations, 
and 7% of kids think that it is 
no longer offensive at all.
   And regardless of their 
beliefs, 68% of students said 
that they have either used 
or heard used this particular 

ra-
cial 

slur during 
the school day. However, 

Hall said in her thirty years 
at Seaholm High School, she 
has not once heard the word 
used out loud in an aggres-
sive manner. The word is 
most likely used more in 
casual interactions between 
students.
   This could be in part be-
cause of the lack of diversity 
of the school. Kids of any 
race other than African 
American may not under-
stand the hurt this word 
can cause, even when used 
without malintent.
   “I think whenever we try to 
understand another culture, 
and we don’t have a percent-
age that is somewhat equal 
to, or somewhat representa-
tive of our country, it makes 
it harder.” Hall said. “We 
are trying to understand the 
culture through our reading, 
or through the media, and 
that’s often inaccurate.”

holds the belief that use of 
the n-word is “more preva-
lent than ever.” Although use 
of racial slurs has become 
more commonplace, occur-
ring in popular rap songs 
and being used as anything 
from a casual greeting to 
trash talk, it could possibly 
be further promoting this 
empathy gap by further 
reducing sensitivity to the 
plights of other races.
   According to social media 
analytics, the n-word is used, 
on average, 500,000 times a 
day on twitter alone.
   “The word will always 
remind people of slavery, 
which prohibits this coun-
try from healing. It is still a 
very prominent thing in our 
culture. Many of my favorite 
artists use the word and I, 
unfortunately, chose to turn 
a blind eye like the majority 
of others.” Nepa said. “When 
it comes down to it, a major-
ity of people, including my-
self, needs to have the strong 
resilience to not accept the 
use of the word no matter 
where it comes from.””
   Despite the prevalence 
of this issue, and the rise 
simply using this word can 
get out of people, there isn’t 
much conversation on the 
sensitive topic at Seaholm, 
according to Hall. How-
ever, administrators think 
a lot can be learned simply 
through discussion of the 
topic with kids who genuine-
ly need guidance to realize 
what this word can convey.

   The lack of diversity may 
be a root of a recent is-
sue appearing in scholarly 
circles and the media, the 
“racial empathy gap”, 

researched by cognitive 
specialists all over the 

world.
    One particle ar-
ticle, published by 
the Oxford Journal, 
titled ‘Intergroup 
differences in the 
sharing of emo-

tive states: neural 
evidence of an em-

pathy gap’, written by 
Jennifer N. Gutsell and 

Michael Inzlicht, claims 
that there is a neurological 
component that makes the 
reaction of human empathy 
less likely to occur when 
presented with someone of 
another background or race 
than one’s own. 
   “We propose that al-
though people can easily 
pick up others’ emotions 
and thereby empathize with 
them, they are less likely 
to do so when that other 
belongs to an outgroup (a 
different race).” Gutsell 
and Inzlicht, Heads of the 
Psychology Department at 
the University of Toronto, 
wrote. “The empathy gap 
may be part of a broader 
bias in perceptual processes 
whereby we are less recep-
tive to outgroup members 
more generally.”
   When accustomed to a 
predominantly same race 
environment, empathy may 
be harder to conjure when 
confronted with people of 
different races, according to 
the article.
   The Washington Post 

   On January 21, 2017, people 
from around the world set the 
record for the largest one-day 
protest in the history of the 
United States by participat-
ing in the Women’s March. 
Roughly 2.9 million people 
marched through the United 
States- however, worldwide, 
more than 5 million people 

took to the streets, 
marches taking 

place in every continent 
except Asia. People shared 
photos from the United 
Kingdom, Belgium, Iraq, and 
even Antarctica. Throughout 
the United States, well over 
500 marches took place, 
15 happening in Michigan 
alone. At the state’s capital 
building in Lansing, more 
than 7000 people rallied, 
chanted, and held up signs.
   Among those was Emma 
Brown, an alumnus from 
Groves High School and 
James-Madison University.
   “We can’t have a normal-
ized version of our govern-

ment where bigotry, 
sexism, misog-

yny, islamo-
phobia, 

and xenophobia is normal 
and accepted,” Brown said 
when asked why she attended 
the march. 
   The biggest march of the 
day in the United States took 
place right at the nation’s 
capital in Washington DC 
with an estimated total of one 
million people.  
   “I’ve never felt so safe in 
such a large crowd of people,” 
Seaholm senior Faren Bar-
tholomew said.
   Bartholomew and her 
friend, senior Jackie Bran-
donisio, were two of the 
many students to be in DC 
during the weekend of the 
presidential inauguration, but 
went independently from the 
school. Flying all the way out 
to DC is a big trip for just the 
weekend, but it was worth it 
for the two girls.
   “I really felt like I had to 
participate in this election in 

some way, shape, or form,” 
Brandonisio said, “and 
since I’m not old enough to 
vote, this was probably the 
next best thing.”
   Bartholomew agreed.
   “Someone we met at the 
Women’s March said it 
really perfectly,” she said. 
“’We get to vote with our 
feet.’”
   On Facebook, where a 
lot of the marches were 
organized, a group titled 
“Pantsuit Nation” posted 
consistently throughout the 
day, showing the protests in 
various parts of the world. 
   Many people within the 
group expressed their 
criticisms of the organized 
marches for not focusing 
on intersectional feminism, 
which is how women of dif-
ferent race, ethnicity, social 
class, or sexuality experi-
ence oppression. 
   Although the marchers 
are being called the most 
diverse for women’s rights 

in American history, 
the issues some of 
them stood for were 
not inclusive to all 
women. 
The girls, however, 
felt that they only ex-
perienced unity and 
kindness.
   “All of these people- 
especially all these 
women- were just 
so connected and 
wanted to lift each 
other up and were 

just amazing,” Bartholomew 
said. “You could talk to any-
one and there were strangers 
from all over the place. It 
was really cool.”
   The other biggest criticism 
from the Facebook group 
as well as newspapers and 
magazines, such as The Dai-
lywire, was that the march 
was aggressively anti-Trump 
instead of focusing on other 
issues.
   “I think a good way of put-
ting it is that [the marchers] 
were determined,” Bran-
donisio said. “They were 
determined, not aggressive… 
That’s just a misunderstand-
ing for the entire movement 
because it’s not about hating 
Trump or wanting Trump to 
leave. It’s just about a culture 
of love and acceptance in a 
time that we need it most, 
because I’ve never seen 
people so divided- especially 
politically.”
   Although the march had a 
huge impact on the people 
who attended, marchers 
remained dissatisfied with 
its impact on the president 
as on his third day in office, 
Trump reinstated the Mexico 
City policy which prohibits 
international nongovern-
mental organizations that 
receive funding from the 
federal government to offer 
help on reproductive health 
options and family planning 
if they include abortion. 

He also put in the place 
border security and immigra-
tion enforcement improve-
ments, unofficially titled the 
“Muslim-ban,” which pro-
hibits people traveling into 
the United States from seven 
countries in the Middle-East. 
   He also declared an ex-
ecutive order that expedites 
environmental reviews and 
approvals for high priority 
infrastructure projects, which 
continues the construction of 
the Dakota Access Pipeline. 
Both of those issues were 
heavily protested during the 
marches around the world.
   The Women’s March move-
ment hasn’t ended even 
though the marchers have all 
gone home. On their website, 
a “10 Actions / 100 Days” 
plan has been set up. Every 
ten days, an action, such as 
sending a letter to a represen-
tative or donating money to a 
charity, is published.
   The first action says, “Write 
a postcard to your Senators 
about what matters most to 
you- and how you’re going 
to continue to fight for it in 
the days, weeks, and months 
ahead.”
   These actions are meant to 
be all inclusive, regardless of 
political viewpoints or beliefs.
   “You didn’t have to be a 
liberal to go to this march,” 
Brandonisio said. “You didn’t 
have to be a democrat to go to 
this march. It was just about 
love and acceptance and 
peace.” 

See EMPATHY GAP / Pg. 4

Is student use of the N-word highlighting a bigger issue?

Happy Valentines Day from the Highlander!

Ana Davis
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Photo by Faren Bartholomew
Millons of Women gather in the capital Washington DC as a demonstration for equality.
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So You Got Deferred
   College applications were 
painstaking. But for the most 
part, they’re over now. 
   However, you’ve still had 
a countdown app on your 
phone since you submitted 
your application November 
first. Because although the 
work was done, the worry-
ing hadn’t stopped – you still 
needed to get in. 
   Throughout all your senior 
year activities - the fun ones, 
like cheering at basketball 
games and hanging out with 
your friends, and the scary 
ones, like meticulously watch-
ing your first and second tri 
GPA so when you send your 
final transcripts to schools 
they can’t see your budding 
senioritis – its been in the 
back of your mind. Will I get 
accepted? Will I get rejected?
   But what if you get de-
ferred?
   For weeks you’ve been 
expecting an answer. Whether 
good or bad, something to put 
an end to your constant wor-
rying, your ever present man-
tra of “What if?”. At the very 
least, you’re hoping to know 
some piece to the puzzle that 
is planning your next four 
years. Even a rejection would 
help your process, providing 
you with closure through a 
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definitive answer. Instead, a 
prestigious educational insti-
tution is telling you that they 
don’t have an answer for you, 
at least not yet.
    The most important thing 
to remember throughout this 
process is that it’s entirely 
normal for a school to defer 
you, especially in this day and 
age. This means you are not 
alone.
   “The deferment pool is 
growing; it is much larger 
than it was when I started 
working here. That’s a mes-
sage I need to get out better,”  
Judith Stahl, College Coun-
selor for all Seaholm students, 
said.
   Stahl understands both how 
and why Universities decide 
to defer, and what you can do 
about it.
   “Be patient, and let the pro-
cess work,” Stahl said. “That’s 
the hardest thing for kids to 
be right now, because they’re 
anxious, but all this means is 
that you were placed in the 
regular decision pool.” 
   Many factors have played 
into your deferral – most of 
which having nothing to do 
with your personal applica-
tion.
   “There are statistical under-
tones to the deferment option. 
Not the main reason, but with 
all ED (early decision) bind-
ing contracts and even EA 
(early action) decisions, there 

Deferral Checklist
are many things colleges have 
to consider,” Stahl said.
   One of these factors is 
something Universities call a 
yield number – the number of 
accepted students who agree 
to attend their institution.
  “Colleges run like busi-
nesses. Colleges are thinking 
about their profile, their yield 
number staying high, on pa-
per,” Stahl said. “By deferring 
some qualified kids, it allows 
them to fill spots of kids who 
are accepted early action but 
may not decide to attend the 
University.” 
   There is also a vast major-
ity of the applicant popula-
tion who are not able to, for a 
multitude of reasons, apply to 
a school early action or early 
decision.
   “Schools need to take kids 
from the regular decision 
pool, because not every fam-
ily or student can commit to 
applying. It may not be ideal 
for all situations,” Stahl said, 
“Students could feel the need 
for more time to polish their 
application, could be waiting 
on test scores, or there could 
be financial circumstances 
that keep them from applying 
by November first.”
   This means that colleges 
need to expect that a high 
number of qualified appli-
cants simply didn’t apply 
early, and therefore need to 
leave spots available.

   Another consideration 
colleges must take while 
perusing applications is the 
percentages of kids accepted 
early compared to the per-
centage of kids accepted regu-
lar decision. They want the 
numbers to be roughly equal.
   “Deferring is a way for the 
schools to take some of their 
statistics, from the early to the 
regular, so when they present 
statistics to the world it looks 
as though more kids are ac-
cepted later,” Stahl said.
   Although you can’t pinpoint 
the exact reason you got de-
ferred, there are many things 
you can do in order to ensure 
yourself the best chance at 
getting into the school of your 
dreams. A checklist for these 
steps is provided below.
   The absolute best thing 
you can do for your future is 
remaining optimistic, whilst 
simultaneously being realistic.
   “Seaholm has an excellent 
track record, those who are 
qualified usually get in. It 
has remained a predictable 
pattern for me,” Stahl said. 
“However, that being said, 
start to explore and consider 
other options. You may get 
rejected. Start wrapping your 
head around other ideas, 
make sure you have a plan 
in place no matter what the 
outcome of your regular deci-
sion is.”

   On Saturday, January 28, 
2017, Seaholm students gath-
ered in the Seaholm cafeteria 
for the annual Sadie Hawkins 
dance. 
   The dance is a fundraiser for 
the freshman and sophomore 
classes’ Proms, which take 
place in the spring of the stu-
dents’ junior and senior years. 
Last year, approximately 450 
tickets were sold at $10 each 
to produce a $4,500 profit, 
whereas this year the fresh-
men and sophomores raised a 
total of around $5,710. 
   English teacher and sopho-
more class advisor Ms. Rachel 
Shaba was involved in the 
dance’s coordination with the 
help of freshman class advisor 
Mr. Peter Smith, a Flexible 
Scheduling and AP Econom-
ics teacher. In prior years, the 
class advisors for the fresh-
man and sophomore classes 
have been the leaders in 
organizing the Sadie Hawkins 
dance.  
   In addition to the teachers, 

the parent representatives of 
the two classes helped to ar-
range the dance.  
   Occasional meetings for the 
students, parent representa-
tives of the sophomore and 
freshman classes, and teacher 
class advisors were held, 
where the attendees discussed 
decorations, food, and other 
aspects of the dance. 
   “We talked about a DJ, 
some of the activities, some 
of the refreshments that we’re 
going to have, and just all the 
logistics of it and it was good 
to have the students be a part 
of it because they feel like they 
can take ownership of the 
dance, which is their dance,” 
Smith said.
   The planning starts early.
   “We have one initial meeting 
in December, and then typi-
cally we have another meeting 
with parent reps to kind of 
run or discuss the behind-
the-scenes obligations of the 
parents and then students 
tend to sign up at that first 
initial preliminary meeting 
and then I contact them based 
off of what role they signed 
up for, if they’re selling tickets 
or if they’re decorating, just 
to remind them of that role,” 
Shaba said. 
   At the planning meetings, 
which are held every month 

to a month and a half apart, it 
is sometimes a challenge for 
everyone to come to an agree-
ment. 
   “Getting kids to agree on 
themes and music [is difficult] 
because everyone has an idea 
of what the dance should be, 
and just getting everyone on 
the same page, but Shaba’s 
done a really good job of that, 
so that’s the one thing I’ll 
take away when I do this next 
year is trying to build toward 
consensus,” Smith said.  
   Elani Williams, a sopho-
more and member of the 
planning committee, helped 
contribute to the dance’s 
production. 
   “We hung the lights in 
the front [entrance] and I 
passed out the tickets with my 
friends,” Williams said. 
   On her favorite part of the 
dance, Williams said, “Just 
being with friends and having 
that experience, and also defi-
nitely not the music choices,” 
Williams said. “We need a 
little bit more song variation.” 
   How can students become 
involved in planning Sadies?

   “I would think that they 
could come to the meetings 
if they’d like, take a little bit 
more active role. We could 
always use volunteering for 
setting up. I mean, it’s just 
cool that it makes you feel 
like you’re a part of it and it 
doesn’t look bad on a college 
application either,” Smith 
said.
   Shaba reiterated Smith’s 
point.
   “They could definitely come 
in and decorate if they want 
to come approach me at any 
time and join any type of 
committee or if they want to 
sell tickets they can always 
come to me and let me know 
and I can see what we need 
volunteers for. There’s always 
room for a student to volun-
teer,” Shaba said. 
   Sophomore Mary Lauritsen 
also attended Sadies. 
   “[The best part is] seeing 
your friends and being able 
to dance,” Lauritsen said. “If 
they ended the dance a little 
bit later… maybe at 11.” Lau-
ritsen said, suggesting a pos-
sible improvement that could 
be made on future dances. 
   Overall, students had a fun 
time dancing and spending 
time with their friends at the 
Sadie Hawkins dance. There 
was a DJ and a photobooth 
for the students to enjoy. 

   This winter, the members of 
the Black Student Union and 
Seaholm Girls Speak Up put 
an often forgotten necessity 
on the agenda for homeless 
shelter donations: menstrual 
products. The two clubs 
teamed up to set up a drive 
at Seaholm calling for pads, 
tampons, pain relievers, and 
monetary donations to benefit 
homeless women at shelters 
in Detroit. 
   Senior Lo Dodson, president 

Students Host Drive For Feminine Hygiene Products
of the Black Student Union 
(BSU), originally came up 
with the idea for the drive and 
asked the members of Girls 
Speak Up (GSU) if they would 
be interested in partnering 
with them for the project.
   “She read about how women 
take care of their cycles, and 
it’s very unsanitary,” Black 
Student Union sponsor Leslie 
Martin said. 
   Martin emphasized what the 
cause means to her, and how 
it applies to all women.
   “This cause is specifically 
important to me because I 
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can relate,” Martin said. “As a 
female, I understand the need 
for other women to have these 
things, and I also understand 
that there are people that 
don’t have access to that.”
   Students mirrored Martin’s 
feelings on the matter.
   “It’s that outreach that’s 
important,” BSU/GSU  Co-
President and drive coordina-
tor junior Riz Hatton said. 
“It’s in Detroit, so it’s local but 
also not local.”
   Hatton pointed out that the 
drive also got people talking 
about a topic that is often 
avoided with care in not 
only our school, but also in 
society. 
   “When it comes to men-
strual products, it’s not 
talked about a lot, and people 
kind of think of it as a ‘dirty’ 
topic,” Hatton said. “And 
with that comes less dona-
tions to homeless shelters of 
those products because - you 
don’t really think about it, 
you know? When you think 
of things that homeless 
people need, you think of 
socks and soap and tooth-
brushes, and you never really 
remember that the majority 
of women have their peri-
ods.” 
   The members of BSU and 
GSU point out that Seaholm 
is an especially important 
place to host drives like this, 
because of the privilege and 
resources available to make a 
difference in Birmingham.
   “I think it’s really impor-
tant for Seaholm kids to get 
involved, because it shows 
you how to use your privilege 
to help others,” Hatton said. 
“It’s a big part of empathy.”
   Senior Mari Sitner and 
co-president with Hatton 
of GSU also highlighted the 
gender inequality present in 
the sale of feminine hygiene 

products.
   “Some women don’t have 
access to the things that we 

here in Birmingham are fortu-
nate enough to have access to, 
but that’s not even something 
we think about,” Sitner said.
   “Girls, when we start our pe-
riod, are like ‘Oh, again?’ and 
you probably have products in 
your cabinet or can go down 
to CVS. They’re expensive, 
but imagine how much more 
expensive they seem to some-
body who does not have the 
type of money that we have. 
That’s just not fair.”
   The recent controversy 
surrounding the “tampon 
tax,” a sales tax on feminine 
products, put the perception 
of menstrual products as a 
luxury item in the spotlight 
of social media and the news. 
This tax also affects the ability 
of homeless women to obtain 
products.
   “Just knowing that there are 
other people out there that 
don’t have these things that 
are, sadly, considered ‘luxu-
ries’ is something we should 
all be aware of,” Sitner said. 
“That’s a health product. Ev-
eryone has the right to it.”
   Martin, Hatton and Sitner 
all emphasized the severe 
under-donation of menstrual 
products to homeless shel-
ters. They advise that in all 
homeless shelter drives, it is 
important to remember to 
include feminine products in 
your contributions.
   “When you’re donating, 
especially during the holiday 
seasons, make sure that pads 
and tampons are always on 
your radar of things to buy,” 
Sitner said. “It’s not as cute 
and fun as buying a sweater, 
or a little toy, but it’s way 
more necessary.”
   Martin echoed Sitner’s 
point.
   “It’s something that is over-
looked,” Martin agrees. “We 
as women need to make sure 
we are in touch with the needs 
of other women, regardless of 
their walk of life.”

Photo Courtesy of Cece Trella
Members of BSU and GSU carried around a jar to their 
classes in order to collect donations.

 “It makes you feel like 
you’re a part of it, and it 
doesn’t look bad on a col-
lege application either.”

-Peter Smith



NewsTuesday, February 14, 2017
the highlander 248.203.3803
www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com 3

MLK’s Message Contemporarily Conveyed
Melanie Taylor
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

   On Tuesday, January 10, 
Seaholm students put on the 
annual Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day assembly.
   “The purpose of the holiday 
is to remind everybody of his 
legacy,” senior Lo Dodson, 
President of Seaholm’s Black 
Student Union and presenter 
at the assembly, said. “Some-
times we forget and get a little 
bit too comfortable. We have 
to always remember where 
we came from so we can keep 
pushing forward.”
   This year, the students and 
staff that organized the as-
sembly chose to take a more 
topical approach, examining 
the beliefs of King in the con-
text of modern America.
   “It was a new approach 
to celebrating MLK in that 
the BMA performance was 
espousing his ideas on what it 
means to be black in Amer-
ica,” junior Simone Willis, 
member of the Black Student 
Union who also presented in 
the assembly, said.
   Following the encouraging 
response received on ac-
count of the presentation of 
an original poem by junior 
Ebony Johnson at last year’s 
MLK Day assembly, it was 
decided that the 2017 assem-
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February is Black History Month, 
our annual celebration of the many 
achievements black Americans have 
accomplished. The Highlander 
Staff encourages all its readers to 
take this month to recognize and 
remember the amazing contribu-
tions African Americans have made 
to our country.

Graphic by Ellie Braun

bly would be centered around 
creativity.
   A Detroit-based perfor-
mance company called BMA 
was brought in to perform for 
the Seaholm student body.
   “Their performance was a 
collection of smaller perfor-
mances that they mashed 
together,” junior Riz Hatton, 
Secretary of the Black Student 
Union, said.
   BMA’s director and co-
founder, Marilyn McCormick, 
was unable to be contacted 
for an interview. Their mis-
sion statement as published 
on their Facebook reads as 
follows:
   “BMA is an entertainment 
and arts company focused on 
providing opportunities for 
authentic performance and 
raw expression on the profes-
sional level. Our central pur-
pose is to provide a platform 
where artists can create, build 
and develop projects that 
inspire and motivate social 
change.”
   Asisstant Principal Verynda 
Stroughter was able to con-
tact BMA and bring them to 
Seaholm for this event.
   “(McCormick) was my 
former colleague from when I 
used to be at Cass Tech, and I 
know that she has some pretty 
good talent with her students 
and her company,” Stroughter 
said. “I knew that she would 

have students available to 
come.”
   The assembly also har-
nessed the talents of Seaholm 
students. Hatton presented 
an originally written poem in 
order to convey an authentic, 
local interpretation of King’s 
beliefs.
   “Ms. Martin asked people to 
write a poem, and I was the 
one who came forward,” Hat-
ton said. “I wrote my poem 
about overcoming oppression 
as a black person in America. 
Our history didn’t start with 
slavery. There was something 
before that. We didn’t start 
from nothing. There has 
always been something, and 
we’re just reclaiming that.”
   Presenters received com-
plaints that this year’s as-
sembly was too political for a 
public school.
   “We got some feedback 
saying that some students 
would appreciate MLK day 
being specifically about 
MLK, more about his history, 
talking more about him as a 
person and the lesser known 
things he has done seeing as 
we don’t always get a lot of 
information in history class,” 
Willis said.
   However, many staff mem-
bers, including Stroughter, 
believe in the value of art 
when trying to convey a mes-
sage.

   “I think my favorite part of 
the assembly was that it was 
different,” Stroughter said. “It 
wasn’t just a speaker speaking 
to the kids. We tried to bring 
some more variety to it.”
   Students who helped plan 
the assembly like Hatton, 
Dodson and Willis feel the 
same way.
   “When you have someone 
standing up there almost 
lecturing you, it’s not the 
same effect as a performance 
because art is supposed to 
evoke strong feelings,” Hatton 
said. “That’s what happened 
because there was a lot of 
positive feedback. When that 
happens it’s a lot stronger.”
   That type of thinking is what 
BMA was built on and what 
continues to fuel the com-
pany.
   “It doesn’t matter who you 
are; we want to be the nucleus 
of creativity, inspiration, and 
empowerment from which 
change begins,” BMA stated 
on their Facebook page. “We 
know that by coming together 
we can be a beacon of change 
in not only our environment 
but also ourselves.”
   Both BMA and Hatton 
displayed abstract interpreta-
tions of what they believed 
was King’s goal for America 
in contrast with what modern 
America is actually experienc-
ing.

   “There may have been some 
pieces that were over some 
students’ heads because they 
were taking clips from dif-
ferent readings, poetry and 
theater and each of the actors 
were playing different roles at 
different times,” Stroughter 
said. “It was kind of a mon-
tage of different episodes of 
things. Some students may 
not have caught that.”
   Stroughter acknowledged 
the merit of having a more 
straightforward assembly 
addressing King’s history, 
but students such as Hat-
ton, Willis and Dodson felt as 
though a cut-and-dry assem-
bly should accompany, not 
replace, the creative one.
   Additionally, ideas on how 
to strengthen a single creative 
assembly are also forming. 
Stroughter and the students 
who were interviewed came 
to the same conclusion that, 
in the future, it would be 
beneficial for students to have 
the opportunity to share their 
reactions immediately follow-
ing the assembly.
   “Especially with the creative 
performances, it’s important 
to have a discussion amongst 
people to talk about how they 
interpreted it,” Willis said.
   It is an educational op-
portunity for students to be 
immersed in an alternative 
way of thinking such as that of 

poetry and BMA.
   “It was forensic-type acting 
and everyone is not used to 
seeing that type of produc-
tion,” Stroughter said. “If 
you’re not used to it, then it’s 
probably harder to follow, 
not that everybody did have 
a hard time following it, but 
there may have been some. 
If we were able to conduct a 
discussion where we could 
convey the arching message, 
that probably would have 
been better.”
   Even so, the 2017 MLK Day 
assembly was considered a 
success in the eyes of those 
who put it together.
   “I think our point got 
across,” Dodson said.
   Stroughter believes that 
the universally agreed upon 
message of King was evident 
in the conclusion of BMA’s 
performance.
   “I think in the end, wrap-
ping up with singing ‘What 
a Wonderful World’ brought 
it all back together such that 
students were able to see 
what the overall theme was,” 
Stroughter said. “I can’t say it 
enough. Although I think that 
there were thought-provoking 
and controversial parts of it, 
I think the overall message 
was that of unity, love and 
that this is a great place for 
everybody.”
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Seaholm Theater Puts On Beauty and the Beast
   Every year, Seaholm High 
School produces a musical in 
the spring. This year Seaholm 
will be presenting Beauty and 
The Beast.
   “Disney’s Beauty and the 
Beast is the story of Belle, a 
beautiful maiden who loves to 
read books,” Director Laurie 
Frick said. “She yearns for 
adventure and romance. Her 
father, an eccentric inventor, 
goes missing, and she fol-
lows his trail to an enchanted 
castle where a prince has 
turned into a beast.”
   This year’s lead roles for 
Beauty and the Beast include 
The Beast who will be played 
by junior Derek Johnson, 
Belle who will be played by 

Ben Gretchko
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

All Roads Lead to Rome
   Visiting a different country 
is a pretty cool thing. See-
ing things that I’ve only read 
about in history books, how-
ever, is something entirely 
different.
   The Seaholm marching 
band visited Rome, Italy over 
winter break to perform in 
both a small town southeast 
of Rome and in the New 
Year’s Day Parade in the 
heart of the city.
   I arrived on the last flight 
out of the three leaving from 
Detroit, the one connecting 
from the Charles de Gaulle 
Airport in Paris, France. We 
arrived on December 29 in 
the evening, Central-Europe-
an time; six hours ahead of 
the Eastern time-zone that 
we experience in Birming-
ham. There was a three hour 
layover, then we were off 
to Rome, driving out of the 
airport in busses.
   Everyone was exhausted, 
but we were not allowed to 
sleep. Dragging our feet from 
our newly-accommodated  
hotel rooms, we had a meet-
ing, a rehearsal, and finally, 
dinner. Everyone went to bed 
early, excited to walk around 
the city but not looking for-
ward to waking up.
   Breakfast the next morning 
was scarfed down, and then 
we were off. 
   Each day was similar in 
the way that it felt crammed 
because there was so much to 
see in the beautiful city.
   The first day, we walked 
around and saw many historic 
structures: we passed by the 
Colosseum, strode through 
the Pantheon, threw a coin 
into Trevvy Fountain (not 
me; I forgot), viewed many 
stone obelisks that had been 
taken from Ancient Egypt, 
and finally got to one of the 
highlights of my entire trip: 

Photo By Max Joelson
Teachers and students warm up 
before the game.

Staff Beats Students in Charity Basketball Game

Ana Davis
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Over the past few years, 
there have been multiple 
efforts to organize a staff-
student basketball game at 
Seaholm. After many tries and 
failures, Seaholm has finally 
had its first successful staff-
student game. 
   Sue Hummel, the physical 
education teacher of the ASD 
department, organized the 
staff game. It was entirely her 
creation. 
   “I’ve been very affected 
by heart disease in my life,” 
Hummel said. “I felt it was 
very important to educate 
people through an event like 
this.”
   According to the Center for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, heart disease contributes 
to 1 in 4 American deaths, 
and is the leading cause 
of death for both men and 
women. Hummel wasn’t the 
only person who felt that the 
education about heart health 
was important. The coaches 
of the student team Vaishnav 
Siddapureddy and Chase Mc-
Cormick also were happy to 
spread the awareness. 
   “It’s just so awesome that so 

Max Joelson
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com
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Students were able to see many of Italy’s most famous monuments, documenting their trip 
through innumerable pictures.

the Vatican.
   Unfortunately, in the city 
of Rome, many incredible 
things were demolished or 
looted because they did not 
have Christian significance; 
this took place when all the 
political leaders converted 
to Christianity and all signs 
of the pagan past were to be 

removed. That is why the 
Vatican has some of the most 
architecturally and visually 
stunning things that can be 
found throughout the western 
world. 
   Home to masterpieces by 
Leonardo da Vinci, Michel-
angelo, Raphael, and Titian, 
walking through the Vatican 
felt like walking through 
history. Or maybe more ac-
curately, running through 
history.
   We visited the Vatican 
gardens, gaining information 

about the various pieces of art 
we were about to see within 
the museum, namely the Sis-
tine Chapel. Then we quickly 
sped through the Vatican 
museums, passing corridors 
of busts, statues, tapestries, 
paintings, mosaics, domes, 
and columns, all of which 
were original pieces that can’t 

be found anywhere else in the 
world.
   In fact, there was so much 
art that we flew past a hall-
way that had marble busts 
lined up against the wall as if 
there was a surplus and they 
simply had to be put some-
where. Had those busts been 
anywhere else in the world, 
they would be displayed in the 
center of the entire museum. 
But in the Vatican, they were 
just another marble bust, 
thousands of years old and 
made by an artist whose name 

is well known and revered 
throughout the globe.
   Each ceiling was delicately 
made with the intent of caus-
ing awe. As I walked through 
hall after hall, I didn’t know 
where to look- should I look 
up to spot the intricate details 
painted above my head or 
should I quickly turn from left 

to right, trying to catch every 
piece of marble and every 
brush of paint?
   When we finally entered the 
Sistine Chapel, I wasn’t nearly 
as taken aback as I would 
have thought, simply because 
at that point, I had become 
desensitized in a manner 
of speaking. I had walked 
so long through beauty and 
splendor that when I looked 
up to see The Creation of 
Adam by Michelangelo, I 
thought, “Well, it’s just an-
other gorgeous painting that 

is referenced as the best of its 
time.” In fact, the Sistine Cha-
pel struck me less than the 
other ceilings and hallways 
because I knew it was coming. 
Everything else caught me 
entirely unaware. 
   We finished the day roaming 
around Saint Peter’s Basilica, 
another incredible feat of 
architecture and art. I had to 
keep reminding myself that 
everything in the basilica was 
a mosaic because everything 
was so skillfully done that it 
was hard to believe that each 
grand portrait consisted of 
tiny tiles of dazzling hues. 
Everyone was pretty ex-
hausted by the end of our first 
day, so we had a nice dinner 
and headed back to the hotel, 
sleeping soundly. 
   The next morning, the origi-
nal buzz of excitement had 
returned as we drove off to 
the Catacombs of San Callisto. 
We walked under the earth 
through the damp corridors, 
winding through empty tombs 
and hearing stories of when 
the catacombs were in their 
peak. The darkly lit space 
eventually gave way to the 
blinding sun and beautiful 
weather that we luckily expe-
rienced all week.
   We warmed up in a wide 
meadow as attendance was 
counted and people visited 
the gift shop. Then we headed 
to Frascati, the small town 
just southeast of Rome where 
we would give our first band 
performance.
   We had time to walk around 
before and after the show, 
giving us the ability to explore 
the cobblestone streets and 
gelato shops.
   During the show, people, 
regardless of age, lined up 
along the streets to clap and 
dance. There were toddlers 
who grasped onto their par-
ent’s legs as they bounced 
to the beat and old men and 
women who watched from 
their balconies or just outside 

their doors, smiling as the 
long band wound past them.
   We played through our show 
twice, once in a small square 
and once in front of a large 
church (yes; just another old 
and grandiose building). We 
were pleasantly surprised to 
find a Seaholm alumni from 
the class of 1958 who had 
moved to Italy at some point 
in his life and had come to 
watch us play.
   By the time we got back to 
the hotel, we were cold but 
content with how the day 
had gone. A party was being 
thrown at the hotel with the 
other high school bands that 
had come to perform and 
people danced until midnight 
struck. Unfortunately, there 
wasn’t a screen to watch the 
official ball dropping so every-
one celebrated the New Year 
with a few minutes to spare. 
   The next day was January 
1 and held the main reason 
we had come on the trip. We 
slept in, ate breakfast, and 
then took a bus over to Piazza 
del Popolo, the location where 
we’d be marching in the 
parade. We were dropped off 
and ate pre-bagged lunches 
across from Santa Maria del 
Popolo, a church built in 1477 
with famous stained-glass 
windows and old architecture.
   We had a few hours of free 
time before the parade actu-
ally started and a small group 
of students (myself included) 
began to dance goofily along 
the barricade set up for spec-
tators. As our dancing became 
more and more crazy, more 
and more people lined up to 
watch. We drew such a large 
crowd that students started 
picking up instruments and 
playing stand-tunes from our 
marching season in the fall.
   Our drumline harnessed up 
and offered a steady beat for 
us to dance to. By the time the 
parade actually started, we

EMPATHY GAP
Cont. from page 1

   “I think there are a lot of 
kids who could use serious 
discussion about the word—
its history and context, to tru-
ly understand it, but they’re 
afraid to say ‘I don’t get it’.” 
Hall said. “Some teenagers 
are afraid to say anything that 
might come across as insensi-
tive or even racist, so they say 
nothing at all. We are caught 
in an impasse.”
   The administration, on 
principle, cannot fault stu-
dents for reacting a certain 
way when they’ve never been 
taught otherwise. 
   “The issue is very complex, 
so it’s not unheard of for 
students to make mistakes, 
and then hopefully learn from 
those mistakes.” Hall said. 
“If we never have forgiveness 
for those mistakes, or never 
explore why we made them in 
the first place, or if we try to 
keep quiet, then we’re never 
going to learn and we’re never 
going to grow into a more 
healthy community.”
   However, how can you 
attempt to teach kids about 
diversity in a climate so 
predominately white? More 
importantly, how do you get 
these kids to really listen?

   “With no doubt our students 
could use some more knowl-
edge about diversity, but it 
has to be in a genuine way, 
and students don’t always 
feel like adults are genuine.” 
Hall said. “I don’t think adults 
always understand students’ 
modern perspectives.”
   Although the issue that 
happened the day of the field 
trip has been resolved, it only 
served to highlight another, 
systemic issue so seldom ac-
knowledged that plagues not 
only Seaholm students, but 
our generation as a whole – 
the racial empathy gap.
    And until a solution is given 
for not only the demographic 
and socioeconomic, but also 
the neurological factors that 
play a role in this problem, we 
cannot expect to truly under-
stand and accept all people 
around us.
    “I think that really what 
we’re looking for is to find a 
way to come together with the 
universality of the human ex-
perience.” Hall said. “Having 
said that, I think part of our 
desire to be accepted is for 
who we are, and our culture 
is part of that identity. It’s 
complex.”
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senior Jacqueline Lee and 
Gaston who will be played by 
senior Alex Gilkey. In addi-
tion to the leads, there is a 
chorus which sums to over 
100 students that make up the 
cast. 
   On a real world stage, chem-
istry can sometimes be a chal-
lenge. But, according to this 
cast, it’s not a problem at all. 
   “During rehearsal we always 
have very good chemistry. 
We’re all pretty close,” Gilkey 
said. “We all joke around. We 
really just try to have the best 
time that we can while still 
working really hard to put on 
the best show.” 
   Lee added that getting to 
know everyone is the most 
important part of musical.
   “I loved my part in Tarzan 
and I loved getting to fly, but 

I would have to say Tarzan 
would be my least favorite be-
cause I didn’t know everybody 
as well,” Lee said. 
   But this time is different. 
She knows everybody better 
and is more excited to play 
Belle.
   “Between everybody, we 
have a huge level of chemis-
try,” Lee said. “We all have 
choir together and we’re all 
in it every single year. We’re 
all super close. Honestly, we 
could all play any part and 
still have the same chemistry 
on and off stage.”
   While everyone has re-
hearsed the show, there’s 
always the chance of a sudden 
mishap.
   “Something could go ter-
ribly wrong, but you can fix 
it. It’s live theater, and I think 

that’s the most exciting part 
about it,” Lee said.  “It’s just 
that feeling of being on stage, 
performing, looking out and 
seeing all those people out 
there. It brings joy to my 
heart, because that’s what I’m 
going to do for a living when 
I’m older.” 
   Johnson has been acting for 
a few years so he has devel-
oped a love for musicals.
   “My favorite part of the 
musical is rehearsals with 
the ensemble and the entire 
cast, because sometimes when 
you’re a lead you can get kind 
of centralized with the other 
leads, but my favorite time is 
when I get to hang out with 
the entire cast and get to 
know each person,” Johnson 
said.
   The cast works hard to make 

the show great, so they are 
always looking forward to 
the nights where everything 
comes together.
   “I’m excited about the num-
bers that I get to do with a 
lot of people in them because 
I like to interact with every-
one,” Gilkey said. “I feel it’s a 
lot easier to be on stage with a 
bunch of other people because 
it takes some of the pressure 
off me and it distributes it 
amongst all of us.”
   According to the cast, the 
most fun part of rehearsals is 
tech week. That’s when all the 
cool theatrical stunts get their 
final touches. 
   “I’m always most excited 
for tech week when we get to 
work on the cool stuff for the 
show,” Johnson said. “There’s 
a lot of cool stuff that we have 

planned, and that all finally 
gets to come into action in 
tech week.” 
   Lee and many of her cast-
mates are particularly fond of 
the rehearsal time they spend 
backstage killing time be-
tween scenes. 
   Many of the actors have 
been doing the Seaholm 
musical and other theatrical 
productions throughout their 
whole career at Seaholm. It 
will be a weird change of pace 
not having rehearsals after.
   “It’s going to be insanely 
sad,” Lee said. “I love opening 
night. But to me, when the 
show starts, it’s kind of the 
beginning of the end. It’s just 
going to be sad because you 
think about how a week and 
a half later it’s all going to be 
over.”

many people showed up for 
such a great cause,” McCor-
mick said. “It really makes me 
feel like a better person.” 
   Teacher and player Peter 
Smith reinforced this idea.
   “It’s a great chance to help 
the American Heart Associa-
tion,” Smith said.
   Still, the cause was not all 
that was on the minds of play-
ers before the game.
   “It is also a chance to exact 
some revenge on the student 
population here at Seaholm 
High School,” Smith said. “I 
love my students, but it will 
feel good.”
   The game drew a large 
crowd comprised of both stu-
dents and parents. Students 
formed a large section for 
the student team, but a small 
minority of kids also had a 
student section formed in 
support of the teachers.
   From the tip off, the game 
was an intense back and forth 
match between the two teams. 
The student team relied heav-
ily on their three-point shoot-
ing to keep up early in the 
game. However, the teachers 
played a fantastic game from 
start to finish. Led by player 
and coach Jeremy Barber, the 
staff dominated the game in 
transition points and points in 

the paint.
   The students put up a good 
fight vis a vis a strong de-
fensive performance from 
senior Harrison Menuck, who 
finished with four blocks, and 
freshman Max Lee, who kept 
the students in the game with 
multiple long three pointers. 
   Every quarter was close, 
but the teachers were able to 
manage a small lead for the 
majority of the second and 
third quarter. It looked for a 
while as if the student team 
was down and out. However, 
there was a late charge led 
by the personnel changes of 
coaches Siddapureddy and 
McCormick. 
   In the final seconds, the 
student team was down by 
three, 57-60, and Lee 
took a buzzer-beating 
three-point attempt 
but was fouled on the 
play. With the game 
on the line, Lee could 
not convert his first 
free throw and the 
game ended.
   After the game, 
player and coach 
Jeremy Barber of 
the teacher team was 
running with emo-
tions after the game. 
He felt good about 

participating in such a mean-
ingful event. 
   “This game will have a large 
emotional impact on the 
student vs. teacher relation-
ship,” Barber said. “But it’s 
important to remember the 
great benefit that this game 
gives to the American Heart 
Association.” 
   Hopefully this event that 
Hummel worked so hard to 
create becomes an annual tra-
dition here at Seaholm High 
School. 
   “This annual game hope-
fully will create the awareness 
that heart disease needs from 
young people,” Hummel said. 
“The famous slogan is, ‘test 
don’t guess.’ That’s what we’re 
trying to enforce here.” 
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Staff Editorial
Africa’s Insitutional Illusionary Image

   When you picture Africa, 
what do you see? Do you 
see desert regions, tropical 
rainforests; waterfalls, or 
sand; mountains and hills, or 
barren flat land? Do you see 
businessmen on cell phones, 
driving a Ford; or do you see 
tribesmen in the forest, gath-
ering and hunting in groups?               
   The truth is, all of these 
things are Africa. The land-
scapes as beautiful and as 
diverse as the people, and the 
continent as big and wide as 
the intelligent minds. But, 
unfortunately, the current 
school system gives few 
sources on Africa in history, 
and the few they provide 
aren’t written adequately. 
   The white man defines Af-
rica, and Africa doesn’t exist 
until slavery. The curriculum 
spends time learning about 
the philosophy and intel-
ligence of European clans, 
but gives no praise or time to 
Ubuntu of the Zulu tribe. 
   Ubuntu, the principle of 

love and humanity, how is 
that this philosophy has noth-
ing to offer our student body? 
The architecture of Aksum 
is ignored, and the Nubian 
culture is nulled by the lack 
of curriculum geared towards 
these amazing kingdoms of 
Africa. 
   Africa is taught as unimport-
ant, subordinate, uncivilized, 
subhuman and unequal. Not 
even do they mention Ancient 
Mali’s frequent trade with Eu-
ropean peoples. Africans were 
equal, Africa was full of pride. 
Africa had culture, kings and 
queens, gods of their own.
   Africa was more than oil, 
diamonds and rubber, Africa 
was a home. But, we never 
learn how that home was 
stripped away. All we know 
about Africa is that the slaves 
were forced on to ships, died 
along the way, then floated in 
the Atlantic Ocean for the rest 
of eternity. 
   In reality, Africa is the most 
genetically diverse of all. The 

kingdoms, small and big, are 
so vast and varying it’s impos-
sible to cover. Yet another 
interesting fact of Africa, that 
could be reviewed in school 
and should be known, that is 
cloaked by the colonial-like 
nature of the education can-
non. 
   Is it because of the age of 
the textbook they gave us? 
The words on the pages are no 
longer accurate, the colour of 
the paper is no longer white. 
With new textbooks, there’s 
plenty of advantages to be 
had, but more importantly, it 
opens up new knowledge to 
the student body.
   This blurred and murky 
vision of Africa today, hurts 
the self-esteem of the de-
scents of the great people of 
Africa. Black Americans are 
shown nothing to be proud of, 
nothing to demonstrate the 
great African minds, given no 
way to find the great monu-
ments of their people, instead 
they lose confidence from the 

subtle planting that black 
people are unequal.
   The African and Africa 
are integral to America. The 
black man’s culture has been 
unrightfully seized. Look at 
the music we listen to, or the 
styles we see. Jazz, rock and 
roll, and jazz have all been 
adopted whilst the white man 
opted not to give rights back. 
   One would think today, 
with B.I.G. and Pac as gods, 
that the American society 
would have just cause to af-
ford black people equality. 
But ironically the divide has 
only steepened. The political 
divide is getting more and 
more wide and the education 
remains as stagnant as ever. 
   America will never under-
stand each other without 
respect for each other wholly, 
and as Seaholm students, 
it up to us to insure that we 
are the leaders of the revolu-
tion. In a society polluted by 
deranged acts and hateful 
words we must be the birds 
of peace, and the voices of 

reason.
   But, luckily, life is prone to 
change. We as a district, we as 
a school, we as students, can 
bring better days. Through 
curiosity and will, we can find 
the African greats, bring them 
to our teachers, administra-
tors, and give African thought 
more weight.
   We can see Africa more 
clearly. Peering through the 
outsider’s lens is no way to 
paint the picture of a country. 
Our school’s curriculum gives 
African History nothing, there 
was an elective but the class 
was scrapped. 
   We have courses to scuba 
dive, make college essay 
drafts; but don’t have classes 
to learn about those who are 
black. There’s an abundance 
of knowledge, bundled in the 
minds of the African peoples, 
that tie into the curriculum 
we have, it’s the our respon-
sibility to make sure they 
deliver the comeuppance for 
African History. 

Mature Students Should Create Comfort

Max Joelson
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shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

One Color: Zero Choice

Sophie Dixon
Guest Writer
seaholmhighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Gown Color Conflict: Should Graduation Gowns Be One Color?
POINT: 

   There 
has been 
a lot of 
contro-
versy aris-
ing over 
the gown 
changes 
made 
this year 
for graduation. Personally, 
I think it’s appalling. Why 
take away everyone’s right 
to choose the gown they feel 
most comfortable with, in-
stead of allowing everyone to 
have the choice? 
Myself and many others have 
always dreamed of wear-
ing white on our graduation 
day, like our sisters, moth-
ers, grandmothers, aunts, 
cousins, and friends. We 
want to wear the color we feel 
comfortable in. We want to 
wear the color we are most 
proud to represent. To most 
girls, that is white. However, 
it shouldn’t have to be. We 
should all have the oppor-
tunity and right to choose 
which color gown we identify 
best with and are most com-
fortable with. 
   The mix of white and ma-
roon gowns is tradition. It 
has always been this way, and 
it should continue to be this 
way. Traditions should not 
have to change in entirety to 
make a few feel more com-
fortable if there are other 

   It’s hu-
man nature 
to form a 
culture. 
Every com-
munity, 
no matter 
how small, 
forms its 
own tradi-
tions and practices. However, 
there comes a time when 
tradition becomes too old for 
modern culture, and is no 
longer in accordance with the 
morals and knowledge we 
possess today. 
  The gender-based gown 
distribution at Seaholm is one 
of those traditions that just 
became too outdated for the 
modern world. The adminis-
tration should be praised for 
their progressive and inclu-
sive action by instituting one 
gown colour for all people. As 
with all change, the tradition’s 
termination was met with 
some backlash and resis-
tance by some students, and 
has developed into a debate 
amongst students at Seaholm, 
the senior class especially.    
The refusal to adapt to this in-
clusive new practice by some 
students is the mere childish 
and superficial preference of a 
specific colour.
   The change to one gown 
colour isn’t just a transgender 
rights issue, but rather an 
issue to the equality of all gen-

COUNTER: solutions. Instead of breaking 
tradition, give these people 
(and everyone else) the right 
to choose the gown they want 
to wear!
   Everyone should be able to 
wear the gown they feel most 
comfortable in. 
Just because one person or 
a few people may not feel 
comfortable in a certain 
color, why not give them the 
opportunity to choose, and 
instead take away everyone’s 
right to choose? The smartest 
plan would have been to give 
everyone a choice, rather than 
take away everyone’s choice.
Many girls with older sisters, 
like myself, have looked for-
ward to wearing our sister’s 
gown. It feels extra special. 
Now we aren’t able to do that. 
I started a petition on behalf 
of this issue and I already 
have nearly 250 signatures. 
It’s a situation that is anger-
ing students, parents, and 
alumni not only at Seaholm, 
but at other schools as well. 
While I’m getting signatures 
from both sexes, the majority 
is girls of all ages. If boys were 
suddenly told they all have to 
wear white gowns and don’t 
have a choice otherwise, they 
very possibly will feel same 
way.
   I’m a firm believer in always 
standing up for what you 
believe in. This issue is one 
that has been talked about 
for weeks; I’m just the person 
who decided to take the initia-
tive and do something about 
it. I believe that’s something 
Seaholm takes pride in.

ders. The separation of men 
and women into different 
colours was a practice that 
happened before women 
were looked as equals, and 
the separation of men and 
women in gown colour 
only further perpetuates 
the separation of men and 
women in the school and 
society.
  The practice of having two 
gown colours is a remaining 
tradition of women not be-
ing equally valued to men, 
and therefore must go. In 
order to make sure that all 
of us are valued equally, 
and perceived as more than 
our gender, there is no bet-
ter way than this new tradi-
tion of one gown colour. 
Part of being a mature, 
upstanding citizen is doing 
your best to make sure that 
everyone is comfortable 
and happy. This idea has 
been instilled in us since 
we were young, whether 
it was the introduction of 
“The Golden Rule” (treat 
others how you would like to 
be treated) in kindergarten, 
or the plethora of assemblies 
that the school held through-
out middle school and high 
school; the goal has always 
been to teach us to make oth-
ers feel good. 
   As seniors approach the cul-
mination of their lives so far, 
it is appalling that some of the 
class is unwilling to adapt to 
the new tradition even though 
it would make a number of 
students feel more comfort-
able and happier to graduate.  

The school has not failed to 
instill these values of empathy 
and kindness into the student 
body; many students were 
thrilled about the change and 
the validation of the rights 
of all students; however, a 
small amount of students 
have childishly decided the 
aesthetic of their graduation 
picture is more valuable than 
a student’s right to actually 
feel comfortable, and are at-
tempting to take it away.
   Gender is not as simple as 
male and female - gender is 
a spectrum. There is a rea-
son why biological birth sex, 
which falls into the categories 
of male and female, and gen-
der are separate things. Since 
the world is just not as simple 
as two colours for two gen-
ders, there’s no other choice 
but to have one colour for all 
in order to remain unified as 
a school and include all of our 
fellow Maples in our sacred 
process of graduation.  

Andrew Lapain
Staff Writer
seaholmhighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   People’s 
interests are 
vast and vary-
ing, but sup-
pose we split 
the everyone 
into two 
groups: sci-
ence junkies, and non-science 
junkies. These persistent pur-
suers of science study many 
topics: nature, chemistry, and 
biology.
   These science fans go into 
the extreme territories of 
Mother Nature, probing the 
nature of reality itself. They 
study spacetime, quantum 
mechanics, the highly unusual 
properties of light, and even 
string theory.
   It’s this area of science I’ll 
study in this paper.
   For you see, I have a new 
hypothesis. Mathematics may 
actually be an intrinsic prop-
erty of the universe. To put 
things simply, it may actually 
be the programming code of 
the universe.
   Go ahead, laugh. But, this 
theory may actually be a very 
real possibility...and even is 
supported by Greek math-
matician Pythagoras himself.    
Many mathematical actions 
have been found in nature- for 
example, flowers often bloom 

in fractals (special pat-
terns that repeat infinitely). 
thought mathematics was the 
code of the universe itself.
   Certain people think time 
is only a measurement, and 
they’re partly right. Clock 
time is a measurement, 
but it measures a very real 
thing. This was proven in an 
experiment- scientists had 
two atomic clocks. One was 
placed onto a jet plane, while 
the other was on the ground.   
When the clocks were com-
pared after the first clock’s 
flight, there was a difference 
of a something-billionth 
seconds. That’s an extremely 
small fraction, but it proves 
Einstein’s theory- if you go 
really fast, you will experi-
ence an alteration in time.
   The point isn’t that going 
fast makes you experience an 
alteration in time- it’s that 
something we once thought 
to be a measurement was ac-
tually a very real and funda-
mental part of our universe.
   Just like time, we may 
think mathematics is simply 

a measurement, but they may 
actually be a fundamental part 
of the universe.
   In the same way, when we 
discover a new theorem of 
math, did we create it, or has 
the universe been using it 
since the beginning of time?
This theory may seem far-
fetched, but I believe that in 
the future, as we gain more 
control over quantum me-
chanics, one day we can find 
a way make an experiment 
that proves mathematics is a 
universal property.

Exploring 
the 

Unknown

Comic by 
Charlie Kuchman
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Get Out 
of the 

Bubble
   Students in the Birmingham 
school district are extremely 
privileged for numerous 
reasons, the most important 
being that they have access to 
some of the best public edu-
cation in Michigan. According 
to the U.S. News and World 
Report, Ernest W. Seaholm 
High School is ranked num-
ber 6 in the top public high 
schools in the state. 
   Unfortunately, many 
students don’t recognize just 
how privileged they and their 
peers are. The inhabitants 
of Birmingham, Michigan 
sometimes spend their entire 
lives within the area dubbed 
“the Birmingham bubble”, 
and never venture into the 
world around them. Howev-
er, college offers an incredible 
opportunity to step outside of 
this bubble and get a differ-
ent perspective on the people 
whom they interact and com-
municate with. The majority 
of colleges and universities 
also offer study abroad, which 
heightens that opportunity. 
   In the 2011-2012 school 
year, the most popular places 
for students from the Uni-
versity of Michigan to study 
abroad were Spain, Italy, Ger-
many, the United Kingdom, 
China, and France. Although 
the majority of these coun-
tries are within Europe, there 
are hundreds of countries all 
around the world to visit in 
many large college programs. 
   One big reason to study 
abroad if it’s available is to 
work on a language. Many 
Seaholm students are prob-
ably familiar with the mantra 
that being fluent in a lan-
guage helps immensely when 
job-searching. Although 
taking formal classes is a 
great way to get ahold of the 
grammatical aspect, spoken 
fluency only comes through 
practice. The absolute best 
way to practice is to become 
fully submerged in a culture 
or place where constant 
speech is forced. 
   Even if a student isn’t 
studying a foreign language, 
visiting other countries 
can help with the English 
language as well. Different 
English-speaking parts of the 
world have different phrases 
and ways to communicate, 
and getting exposure to that 
is also an interesting experi-
ence. 
   Another reason to study 
abroad is because of the ex-
posure it offers. The best way 
to get out of “the Birmingham 
bubble” is simply to leave, 
and what better place to go 
than to a different country or 
continent? Being in a differ-
ent country exposes students 
to different cultures and 
groups of people. If a student 
visits a western country, they 
would still be exposed to dif-
ferent customs, foods, words, 
and dress than in the United 
States. Gaining a different 
perspective on the world is 
one of the most valuable and 
life-changing events that can 
happen in a person’s life. 
   If it’s available, studying 
abroad is truly the way to go. 
And there’s always the pos-
sibility that this will be the 
only opportunity an indi-
vidual has to visit a certain 
country. Even though the 
students from this area are 
privileged and lucky to be in 
Birmingham, an opportunity 
like spending a semester 
abroad doesn’t present itself 
often, and it may be the only 
time that people are given the 
experience. Studying abroad 
expands horizons and gives 
students insight that wouldn’t 
be possible in Birmingham, 
Michigan, or even the United 
States. And although there’s 
no place like home, Spain 
sounds pretty cool too.

Kassie White
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Your Life Depends on College
   Ah college. It’s the most 
important and defining mo-
ment of your life. Students 
spend their whole easy lives, 
coasting through a rigorous 
schedule, playing multiple 
grueling sports, and main-
taining a social life just to give 
them the blessing which is a 
good college. Sometimes the 
unfocused and unmotivated 
modern teenage mind finds 
that this schedule gets too 
hard, and thinks this whole 
“college-thing” isn’t really 
worth it. Well, I am here to 
tell you it totally is, for rea-
sons your puny teenage brain 
can’t comprehend right now. 
   First off, there’s literally 
nothing that you can learn in 
high school that is applicable 
to real life. All good, valuable 
life lessons are taught in col-

lege by college professors. It’s 
no wonder that the prestige 
and rigor of the college you’re 
admitted to is directly cor-
related to the success and 
happiness in life. College 
professors are so 
knowledgeable 
and qualified 
that teaching the 
advanced cur-
riculum for your 
unintelligent 
and unworthy 
mind whilst 
keeping you 
entertained and 
happy is a mere 
cake-walk for 
them. 
   The epic par-
ties at college 
have been culturally iconic in 
America, and become the ulti-
mate goal of any high schooler 
looking to have a good time. If 
the incredibly skilled profes-
sors can’t make your ungrate-

ful self happy, then there is 
no doubt that the awesome, 
mega-frat-parties will turn 
your life into rainbows and 
sunshine. Fraternity parties 
are an easy way to incubate 

a safe and inclusive environ-
ment in which everyone can 
have fun.
   Some people complain 
about the cost of college, but 
that’s just stupid. I couldn’t 

be more grateful to spend 
$70,000 a year at my pro-
spective universities in Cali-
fornia, myself. How can you 
put a price on an education, 
especially a college educa-

tion? The les-
sons one learns 
at university 
are invaluable 
and price-
less. Even if a 
student is in an 
unfavourable 
socioeconomic 
condition, they 
can always take 
out a student 
loan. Student 
loans are easy 
to take out and 
pay back...most 

people who take out student 
loans pay it back before they 
die. 
   However, the most impor-
tant and valuable thing a col-
lege can give you is a degree. 

 All good, valuable life lessons 
are taught in college by college 
professors. It’s no wonder that 

the prestige and rigor of the 
college you’re admitted to is 

directly correlated to the suc-
cess and happiness in life.

Degrees equal respect, and 
the more prestigious a degree 
the more respect you get. How 
else is one to get respect but 
spend hundreds of thousands 
of dollars at college in order to 
gain as many degrees as you 
can? If you don’t take any-
thing out of college, at least 
you have a piece of paper that 
says you’re a smart person. 
   College is the machine 
which turns dumb, immature 
high school students into ma-
ture and responsible adults. 
There’s no other way for a 
person to lead a fulfilling and 
successive life than by attend-
ing a university and working 
for a degree. Whether it is the 
heightened social life, or the 
omniscient professors that 
make up the faculty, college 
is the best thing in the history 
of anything. Anyone who still 
is deciding it’s not for them 
is weak and dumb. Trust me, 
you’re gonna love it. It’s great. 

Quick, it’s a Quiz! 
Question 1: How many Hooters
are in the state of Michigan?
a.) 9
b.) 18
c.) 27
d.) Not enough.

Question 2: Which player from 
Dwyane Wade’s college team 
went professional with him?
a.) Travis Diener
b.) Carmelo Anthony
c.) Peja Stojakovic
d.) Barb Harte

Question 5: How do you spell 
“curb” in British English?
a.) Kerb
b.) Kurb
c.) Curb
d.) Cerb

Question 3: How do you say 
“apricot” in Italian?
a.) Pomodoro
b.) Rugoso
c.) Ananas
d.) Albicocca

Question 4: What language did 
our number system originate 
from?
a.) Arabic
b.) English 
c.) French
d.) Latin

Answers: 
b, a, d, a, a

Hey, folks: Max Joelson here, serving up some vital trivia knowledge. Good luck!

   When you 
hear the 
words ‘sex-
ual assault’,  
what do you 
think? 
I think peo-
ple imagine 
girls in 
dresses that are too short be-
ing picked up in a white van 
while walking somewhere. 
But I imagine something dif-
ferent.
   Maybe it could be a girl 
walking home in baggy jeans 
and an old school t-shirt that 
she happened to find in her 
closet that morning. Maybe 
it could be a boy in basket-
ball shorts and a sports team 
t-shirt. Although sexual as-
sault is sensationalized, and 
the media portrays a crime 
against girls, pretty girls, and 
no one else, you simply never 
know who is being victimized 
by these types of crimes.
Yes, there seems to be appeal 
to girls in short dresses or a 
crop top and short shorts, and 
it’s because of today’s society.  
With the pictures of mod-
els and actors in little to no 
clothes, dressing like that has 
become the norm.
   But it’s not always the 
victims fault. In all honesty, it 
almost never is. These crimes 
can happen for many reasons.
 It could be because the at-
tacker is angry or lonely.    
   Sometimes they’re under the 
influence of something.  
   Maybe the attacker is trying 
to get back at someone for a 
way they’ve personally been 
wronged. And sometimes 
the reason can be as trite as 
a dare or a bet. It may not al-

ways happen to get attention, 
but the attacker may also be 
depressed and doesn’t know 
how to feel love other than 
to force it upon someone. It’s 
not a good reason, but it could 
and does happen.
   Some people, I think, don’t 
realize that it’s sexual assault 
until it’s actually happened 
and there’s no way to reverse 
it. 
   Or possibly the fact that the 
victim is blinded by the at-
tackers good looks or some-
thing they said when they first 
met. They think what they feel 
is real love or they want to be 
more then what they are.
   I feel like if I were in this 
situation I would freeze and 
not know what to do. I feel 
as if my brain would tell me 
this is a bad idea, but I would 
be too scared to move or say 
something to the person.
  This happens everywhere 
and the victims don’t know 
how to tell someone or are too 
scared to say something. It’s 
very unfortunate for someone 
to be scared to tell someone 
or to ask for help. People need 
to know that it happens more 
than it’s reported. Sometimes 
people don’t report until 
many years after it has hap-
pened.
   Either way it’s horrible. 
It’s not right at all. There are 
laws to stop this kind of thing 
to happen, but if people are 
too scared to say something, 
how are we supposed to know 
it’s happening? Maybe the 
innocent felt like they were 
threatened or they are scared 
if there attacker goes to jail 
when they get out they will be 
triggered to do something to 
them or to someone they care 
about. 

More Than 
You Know
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   With a new 
year comes 
new music 
in the world. 
With nearly 
a month in, 
plenty of 
heavyweights 
are said to be releasing new 
material this year. From col-
labs to “playlists” to albums, 
these are the projects many 
fans are waiting for and ex-
pecting to drop in 2017. Will 
these 2017 music releases top 
2016’s? Time will only tell. All 
should look back at this ar-
ticle in December to see what 
actually went down. Checkout 
Jordon’s 6 most anticipated 
albums of 2017 below.

1. Jay  Z 
    Project Title: TBA
    Type: TBA
    Release Date: TBA
   Though Jay Z has been put-
ting all his focus on expanding 
his streaming service tidal, 
there have been rumors that 
the greatest of rapper of all 
time is dropping another proj-
ect this year. A photo with one 
of the biggest producers in 
the game, Zaytoven has many 
fans speculating on what that 
could mean. Record producer 
Jermaine Dupri said Jay has 
a new project on the way back 
in the summer, where Jay did 
drop a song titled “Spiritual,” 
a response to police brutal-
ity. So one could assume he 
has material that people have 
heard. Hopefully the GOAT 
will add another highlight to 
his legendary catalog in 2017 
to further himself from the 
rest who are still trying to 
catch up. 

2. Lorde
    Project Title: TBA
    Type: Album
     Release Date: Spring
   It’s been four years since 
the release of Pure Heroine, 
Lorde’s awesome layered pop 
music which has paved the 
way for younger artists like 
Alessia Cara and Daya. But 
while their music is good, nei-
ther of them fills the void that 
Lorde does and spring feels 
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like the perfect time for her 
to release her next album. 
She tweeted a picture in 
November of her headphone 
earbuds, saying “listen to 
the record on these every 
day. wanna hear it exactly 
how you will.” Maybe this 
album will further solidify 
her as one of the best pop 
artist of the 2010’s.

3. Taylor Swift
    Project title: TBA
    Type: Album
    Release Date: TBA
   I don’t think we could pos-
sibly go a third year without 
a new Taylor Swift project, 
can we? While the break she 
took was understandable 
because it’s been her first 
break in her decade run as 
being arguably the top pop 
star in the game, Swift will 
more than likely come back 
to the pop’s forefront soon 
and rumors have her doing 
so in 2017. Only time will 
tell if we get a Taylor album 
this year, but it seems inevi-
table. 

4. Nicki Minaj
    Project Title: TBA
    Type: Album
    Release Date: Spring
   Ever since Ms Minaj out 
rapped Kanye West and Jay 
Z on a song, I knew she had 
the potential to be one of 
the biggest hip hop artist 
of this generation. Despite 
the fact she hasn’t been in 
album cycle since late 2014, 
Minaj managed to place 
five songs on the Hot 100, 
which brings her total to 70 
appearances. With an album 
due, 2017 is sure to see 
Minaj make a lot of noise, as 
she always does whenever 
she’s on the promotional 
run. Spoiler alert: The al-
bum will contain the word 
pink in some way.

5. Nas
    Project title: TBA
    Type: Album
    Release Date: TBA
   The East Coast legend 
had all the Esco fans at the 
edge of their seats when he 
dropped the song “Nas Al-
bum Done” for DJ Khaled’s 
2016 album Major Key. Nas 

absolutely bodies the Khaled 
beat with the best line coming 
at the end of the second verse 
when he raps, “Khaled called 
me when I was in album 
mode/So I put it on hold for 
the Major Key/My album 
done,b****, wait and see.” 
John Dolan and the rest of 
his fans are still holding on to 
hope that Nas delivers on his 
lyrical promise this year.

6. Drake
    Project Title: More Life
    Type: Playlist
    Release Date: Top of 
2017
   Hip-hop’s biggest and 
brightest star said he was 
going to release a playlist in 
December, but it didn’t take 
long for that to be changed to 
the top of the year. More Life 
sounds like it will be a collec-
tion of songs from him, his 
label and a few other frequent 
collaborators to “create a 
playlist for people’s lives” as 
he said on his Apple Music 
show OVO Sound Radio.His 
latest effort “Views” is one of 
the biggest selling hip-hop 
records of all time but Drizzy 
didn’t get the critical acclaim 
from his fans. Here’s to hop-
ing whatever this More Life 
project is, that it delivers on 
all aspects as we all know The 
Boy has the ability to do.

Also Look Out For:
   Sampha has been dubbed 
“this generation’s Stevie Won-
der” by Chance The Rapper. 
Sampha’s album is set to re-
lease some time in Feburary. 
Travis Scott is rumored to be 
releasing another solo effort 
this year along with a collab 
project with Migos’ Beyonce, 
Quavo. A$AP Rocky is due 
for another release as well as 
French Montana. Kanye could 
have a project out, though 
what form it will take is 
anybody’s guess. It might not 
be time for a solo effort, but 
perhaps a joint album with 
Drake, or his long-awaited 
Cruel Winter label compila-
tion? All in all 2017 has the 
potential to be another one 
for the history books and I 
can’t wait to sit back as a fan 
and enjoy it.

Hey DJ, Don’t 
Play That Back

   I’ve always said throughout 
my four years at Seaholm 
that Sadie’s is the third best 
night of the year (for all the 
rookies out there, it goes 
Halloween, New Year’s, Sa-
die’s). So as I was approach-
ing my senior year Sadie’s 
dance, you can bet that I was 
pumped, and for good reason 
too. A dance where I don’t 
have to pay for anything? 
Sign me up!
   A lot of people like to hate 
on the actual dance part, and 
instead place emphasis on 
pictures and dinner before, 
and the after party. But not 
me, especially not for Sadie’s. 
Who could ever forget DJ 
Catalpa and King Spookey’s 
legendary performance at the 
2015 Sadie’s dance? Probably 
most people, but not me. 
How could I forget sweaty 
dudes all around raging to 
some trap music? Anyhow, 
with song request sheets 
being promoted throughout 
the week, I expected this 
dance to be the same, and I 
expected to hear songs that 
students requested. Boy, was 
I wrong.
   My group and I rolled up to 
the dance at about 8:00 PM 
(you have to be fashionably 
late, people). We were greet-
ed with a Sadie’s tradition, 
annoying moms forcing you 
to check your coats. We then 
proceeded to the cafeteria. I 
was expecting to see strobe 
lights and mosh pits when 
I entered, but instead I saw 
a bunch of freshmen stand-
ing around, all the lights on, 
and probably the most dead 
dance floor of all time, DJ’d 
by some 45-year-old (esti-
mate) guy.
   Before I continue, I just 
want to make it clear I have 
nothing against 45-year-old 
guys. I might actually like 
45-year-old guys more than 
the average person. Hawai-
ian shirts, grilling burgers, 
yelling at your son’s little 
league coach, it all seems 
pretty nice to me. However, 
I did have something against 
this 45-year-old guy.
   If you’re sensitive, now may 
be the time to stop reading. 
I am about to hit you with 

some of the biggest party 
fouls of all time.
   First of all, he went an 
entire 3 hour dance without 
playing Everytime We Touch. 
What? What? How are you 
not going to play Everytime 
We Touch? I mean this 
without hyperbole, I have 
heard Everytime We Touch 
at all the previous seven 
Seaholm dances I’ve been to. 
It’s a Seaholm tradition. You 
know it. I know it. Everybody 
knows it. In a previous article 
I did for the Highlander, I in-
terviewed Nolan “DJ Catalpa” 
Baltz, and he said he always 
plays Everytime We Touch at 
every Seaholm event he DJs 
(peep the January 2016 issue 
of the Highlander for this 
quote). It was heartbreaking 
not hearing it this year.
   The 45-year-old guy, who 
I will refer to as DJ Buzz-
kill from now on, almost 
redeemed himself when he 
played Sandstorm, another 
Seaholm tradition. So obvi-
ously once DJ Buzzkill played 
a somewhat enjoyable song, 
the mosh pit formed and the 
boys started getting rowdy. 
We were all getting ready for 
the drop, then BOOM! DJ 
Buzzkill switched the song 
right at the drop to Broccoli. 
Maybe at this point he was 
just trolling us? Maybe he 

knew we hated him so he was 
like “screw it, let’s see how 
bad this can really get?” We 
were so outraged at this that 
we literally started booing the 
DJ. If you’re a DJ and you’re 
so bad you get booed, reevalu-
ate your life.
   Also, this dude played It’s 
Tricky by Run DMC at a 
high school dance in 2017. 
Hey dad, that song came out 
in 1987. Maybe don’t play 
it? Just an idea. At least he 
followed it up with a brand 
new song, Ice Ice Baby. I was 
-9 years old when that song 
came out, and I’m a senior. 
Probably not the best song to 
play.
   There are many other party 
fouls I could go into (playing 
the wrong Heads Will Roll 
remix, playing all 32 minutes 
of The Cupid Shuffle, playing 
The Cupid Shuffle at all), but 
I’ve reached my word limit, so 
rant over.
   I leave you all with one final 
question before I depart: 
which is sadder? How utterly 
pathetic and mortifying this 
DJ was, or that the school 
sought out and paid our hard-
earned tax dollars for this 
loser to DJ the dance? Hey 
administration, step up the 
game for prom. #NotMyDJ

   After three years and a 
christmas special of waiting, 
fans finally received a fourth 
season of BBC’s Sherlock 
with another three extraor-
dinary hour and a half long 
episodes. Whether you are 
a dedicated fan or you have 
never heard of the show in 
your life, this season brings 
both cinematic innovation 
and heart-wrenching story-
telling to the screen, inviting 
the viewer into an adaptation 
of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle’s 
novels that is wholly unique. 
   In 2010, the BBC aired 
Sherlock’s first episode “A 
Study In Pink,” launching 
this award winning show 
as well an entire internet 
subculture and the career of 
the now (in)famous Bene-
dict Cumberbatch. Sherlock 
Holmes adaptations are 
nothing new in television 
history, but BBC introduced 
a new version of Sherlock 
Holmes, one who navigates 
the modern world of texting, 
tabloids, and, by his side, a 
John Watson who updates 
a blog to keep followers up-
dated on the all the antics of 
his eccentric flatmate.    
   This daring interpretation 
snagged a hold on internet 
generation, inviting view-
ers closer to home while at 

the same time portraying the 
classic consulting detective 
and his steadfast companion.
   But how has the show 
evolved in seven years? For 
one, what started out as the 
low-budget experiment of 
two british screenwriters has 
become an international phe-
nomenon, gaining massive 
popularity and, by default, 
massive profits for the BBC. 
This season’s budget gave the 
creators more workroom than 
ever before, as they continued 
Sherlock’s quality of innova-
tive cinematography and took 
it to a new level. 
   For example: tilting an 
entire set on its side to dis-
play of the inner workings 
of a drug addled mind. This 
engaging cinematography 
matches an increasingly 
heavy tone, as the show em-
braces themes of death and 
isolation, life and relation-
ships as loved ones depart 
and new ones take their 
place. But that’s not so say 
the fun is over, I still found 
myself laughing out loud at 
the classically British brand 
of humor the show employs 
to balance out the gloom. 
Overall, this season was the 
most emotionally intense, but 
in the end, we are left with 
a new normal, and maybe a 
good laugh or two.
   Of course, not every fan 
feels the same. Reviews pas-

sionate in both anger and 
sheer disappointment have 
flooded the internet, com-
plaining about everything 
from convoluted plot to per-
ceived homophobia. Sherlock 
Holmes fans have always been 
know their intense responses, 
but this season caused even 
more outcry than usual. Why? 
Well, despite no announce-
ment from the creators, the 
season four finale seems to 
have presented itself as a 
finale finale, “the final prob-
lem,” as its name states. Any 
ending is bittersweet, but 
when a show has reached as 
many hearts as Sherlock has, 
some are bound to be broken. 
   This witty, complex, and 
beautiful show first captured 
me when I was 12 and still 
continues to do so every time 
I rewatch it. Season four may 
not have fulfilled every hope 
I had for the show, but it 
fulfilled everything the show 
needed to be a complete and 
remarkable story. One that, 
while cleaning up, also leaves 
room for ongoing adventure. 
This may have been the end 
of the main plot, but a one-off 
adventure still presents itself 
as a possibility. So grab a cup 
of tea and a deerstalker, and 
tune in to the continued story 
of BBC’s Sherlock and it’s 
baker street boys.

The Detective 
is Back in Town

John Dolan
Sports Editor
shshighlandersports@gmail.com

Photo By Clare Kowalec
A dessert table at the Sadie’s dance on Saturday, January 

28.
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Kyle Hall Takes Over
Melanie Taylor 
News Editor
shshighlandenews@gmail.com

   Over the past 30 years, the 
Seaholm community has seen 
a lot of changes. The students 
that walked the halls in 1988 
have moved through college 
and gone on to professional 
lives. In the meantime, Kyle 
Hall has been safeguarding 
their alma mater.
   Given the recent appoint-
ment of former Principal 
Rachel Guinn as new Deputy 
Superintendent of Birming-
ham Public Schools, Hall was 
asked to step in as Interim 
Principal of Seaholm.
   “I always wanted to be a 
teacher, even when I was a 
little kid,” Hall said. “This 
is so cliché, but I adored my 
kindergarten teacher and it 
was just the matter of a dif-
ferent grade.”
   Hall graduated college hav-
ing majored in French and 
English. She immediately 
went into teaching and was 
instantly hooked.
    “My first job was in a little 
town in Illinois,” Hall said. “I 
literally taught all the juniors 
English, and I taught the 
only language they offered: 
French. So I was the French 
department and the junior 
English department. I also 
was the junior class advisor 
and the yearbook as well as 
the volleyball coach, which I 
had no business being just to 
put that out there.”
   Hall believes that small 
town was a good place for her 
to have launched her career.
   “I just did everything,” Hall 
said. “In this little town, there 
was one restaurant open at 
lunchtime, that’s how small 
it was. I liked it and loved the 
kids.”
   Still, Hall was conflicted. As 

versatile as she was, English 
was the subject she truly felt 
passionate about teaching.
   “When I first started study-
ing to be a teacher, I majored 
in Spanish and was minoring 
in French. Then, I kept tak-
ing English classes and loved 
them until I finally realized 
that I hadn’t even taken a 
Spanish class yet.” Hall said.
   After a year in Illinois, Hall 
found herself teaching in 
Texas for four years. Then she 
spent a year in North Carolina 
before landing in Michigan, 
Seaholm to be more specific. 
This is where she devoted 
her efforts towards teaching 
English.
   “I taught ninth grade team 
and American Literature,” 
Hall said. “I became the 
department chair nine years 
later, and at that point I was 
in the classroom for half the 
time and I was an administra-
tor for half the time. I taught 
AP Literature and I evalu-
ated teachers and worked on 
curriculum, those kinds of 
things.”
   Hall was hooked on 
Seaholm and has been here 
ever since. As department 
chair, Hall believed she’d 
found the perfect job for her.
   “I love the classroom,” Hall 
said. “That’s why I was the 
English department chair for 
so long. I just thought that 
was the best combination 
because I was able to remain 
in the classroom and teach 
which was my first love, but 
also I was able to work on cur-
riculum so I had some control 
over what was being taught.”
   As a surprise to even herself, 
last year Hall moved from 
department chair to Assistant 
Principal.
   “The English discipline was 
the most important thing to 

me,” Hall said. “I thought that 
was the ideal job and that I’d 
be there forever. Well, here 
I am, not doing that. I think 
what changed my mind was 
actually Ms. Guinn.”
   Hall explained that Guinn 
personally asked her about 
applying for the position of 
Assistant Principal when Deb 
Boyer retired.
   “She approached me and 
told me that she thought I 
had good leadership qualities, 
and that the building might 
have needed somebody who 
knew it and at the same time 
was a classroom teacher and 

understood the perspective 
of the classroom,” Hall said. 
“Ms. Guinn talked me out of 
my reservations.”
   Hall brings a unique per-
spective as an administrator 
who spent so much of her 
career teaching.
   “Administrators don’t often 
stay in the classroom a real 
long time because they’re 
interested in leadership and 
administration so sometimes 
they have between four and 
eight years of experience,” 
Hall said.
   However, Hall and Guinn 
are similar in the sense that 
Guinn also well surpasses the 
eight-year threshold with 19 
years of teaching experience 
under her belt.
   “Having been in the class-
room for so long, the teachers 
know that I understand what 
teaching is like,” Hall said.
   Hall admitted that in her 

new administrative positions, 
she misses teaching from time 
to time.
   “I know I miss the relation-
ships that I had with students 
in the classrooms,” Hall said. 
“I try as much as possible to 
establish those kinds of rela-
tionships with the students 
when and where I can. In this 
role, you see and get to know 
the students in a different 
way. I get to know more stu-
dents in a broader context.”
   As opposed to intellectu-
ally conversing with students 
about Moby Dick and Para-
dise Lost, Hall has been able 

to see students in more casual 
settings.
   “One of the biggest surprises 
is how different students act 
out of the classroom than at 
functions like athletic events 
and those kinds of things,” 
Hall said. “I think kids’ 
behavior usually surfaces in 
a classroom, but when the 
students don’t know you as 
a teacher, it’s a different and 
maybe more problematic rela-
tionship. You dance around a 
little bit more. It’s just a little 
bit harder to understand each 
other.”
   Though forging a relation-
ship may be more difficult in 
the context of a sporting event 
than in a classroom, Hall and 
her colleagues understand the 
importance of their presence 
at those out of school events.
   Interim Assistant Principal, 
filling in Hall’s position, is 
Joseph Spryszak, a seasoned 

veteran of Oakland County 
high school administration.
   “I know part of getting to 
know a student body is going 
to their activities and getting 
to see them outside school 
clothes,” Spryszak said. “It 
helps to see someone do 
something that they’re good at 
besides school. I truly believe 
that building relationships is 
the most important thing that 
teachers and administrators 
can do with parents and stu-
dents. You’ll do much better 
when you know we care.”
   In the shuffling around of 
administrators, Spryszak 
ended up at Seaholm.
   “I was in Detroit for about 
15 years, and I was in South-
field for eight years,” Spryszak 
said. “This past year, I had 
an opportunity to come to 
Seaholm because there was 
a merger in our district and 
there were a couple of open-
ings because of it.”
   Spryszak experienced the 
same warm, welcoming envi-
ronment in the Seaholm halls 
as Hall had nearly 30 years 
ago when she first entered the 
staff.
   “It’s a very friendly staff. 
The students have been 
very welcoming,” Spryszak 
said. “My impression is very 
positive, and it makes me very 
happy to be here.”
   Spryszak’s impression 
serves as confirmation that 
Seaholm is thriving under 
Hall’s administration, just 
as it did under Guinn’s. Both 
Hall and Guinn were creative 
minds, Guinn having come 
from a family of artists and 
Hall currently growing one.
   “I love to read,” Hall said. 
“My favorite book, which it 
really cliché too, is probably 
Moby Dick, but I love Para-
dise Lost. I reread portions of 

it. I quote it. This is the story: 
My son went to space camp 
when he was 12, and he was 
miserable, texting me that 
he wanted to come home so I 
quoted Paradise Lost to him. 
‘Satan says in Paradise Lost, 
‘Myself I am Hell.’ So you’re 
bringing your own Hell with 
you, honey’ and the poor kid 
is 12.”
   While Hall’s oldest son, 
25, has already obtained 
his degree in fiction writing 
from Columbia College, her 
younger son, 20, is working 
on his at Western Michigan 
University.
   “On the record, I did not ask 
them to do that,” Hall said. 
“In fact, I would really prefer 
they get a teaching degree, but 
they aren’t interested in that. 
They love to write.”
   Hall passed her passion for 
writing onto her sons just as 
she has done with generations 
of Seaholm students. Hall is 
certain that her plans for the 
future include exploring her 
interest in writing poetry.
   “I am enjoying this,” Hall 
said. “Next year, I’ll be the as-
sistant principal again, and I 
plan on doing that for a while. 
Then my retirement is com-
ing, and I plan on spending 
some time writing.”
   As current Interim Princi-
pal of Seaholm High School, 
Hall’s life plan took some 
unexpected twists and turns 
that eventually veered her off 
the course of teaching. Still, 
Hall is elated to be such an 
important part of the Seaholm 
community.
   “Many of us follow paths 
that have been laid out by 
others, and it’s only when 
you reflect and take time to 
think about what you want to 
do that you’ll find your own 
path,” Hall said.

   “I thought that was the ideal 
job and that I’d be there forever. 
Well, here I am, not doing that.” 

- Kyle Hall
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   On January 18, 2017, senior 
Sophie Dixon published a pe-
tition to thepetitionsite.com, 
seeking signatures in support 
of repealing Birmingham 
Public School District’s recent 
decision to streamline the 
colors of graduation gowns.
   In previous years, senior 
girls would wear white gowns 
to graduation and senior boys 
would wear maroon. How-
ever, this year, the district 
proclaimed that all graduat-
ing seniors would be dressed 
in maroon gowns for their 
ceremony this May. This 
upset some members of the 
class of 2017 and sparked a 
conversation amongst the 
students that debated what 
the benefits and burdens of 
the change were.
   “I had heard people talking 
about it in classes and how 
they were upset about it,” 
Dixon said. “I have always 
been someone to believe in 
standing for what you believe 
in. I knew so many people 

I understand it’s not a big deal 
to a lot of people, but for myself 

and the people I was talking to, it 
was.”

- Sophie Dixon

Dixon Turns Down Change on Gowns
Melanie Taylor
News Editor
shshighlandernews@gmail.com

were upset, so I decided to 
take the initiative and do 
something. That’s why I 
started the petition.”
   By the time the seniors were 
assured the validity of the swi-
tchover from dual gown colors 
to a single color, the issue had 
already crossed their radar.
   “I heard about it as a rumor 
a couple of months ago,” 
Dixon said.
   When the rumor was con-
firmed to be reality, Dixon 
immediately set up the peti-
tion.
   “It was pretty much the 
same day because of the ini-
tial shock of it,” Dixon said.
   Dixon realizes that not 
everyone is as passionate 
as she is on the matter, but 
she believes she has a strong 
backing regardless.
   “I understand that it’s not 
a big deal to a lot of people, 
but for myself and the people 
I was talking to, it was,” 
Dixon said. “In the senior 
group chat, reactions have 
been mostly positive. There 
have been a few people that 
disagree and are stating their 

opinion on it, but for the 
most part it has been pretty 
positive.”
   There is, though, a silent 
presence in the class not 
in support of Dixon’s peti-
tion. Over 75% of those 
approached refused an 
interview on the topic for 
reasons including disinterest 
and, more commonly, fear of 

being ridiculed by those who 
opposed their opinion.
   Dixon wishes to address 
that conflict was never her 
intention.
   “I respect everyone’s opin-
ions,” Dixon said.
   Despite the culture of fear, 
a few still offered their per-
spectives to the Highlander.
   “I think that you shouldn’t 

be obligated to wear the color 
of your gender, but more I 
think that it just doesn’t mat-
ter,” senior Mari Sitner said.
   Sitner is under the impres-
sion that the transition to a 
single gown color is rooted 
in convenience as opposed to 
politics. It would be less ex-
pensive and less work for the 

school if everyone just wore 
the same thing.
   “They did it for logistics, but 
it really benefits transgender 
students,” Sitner said.
   Continuing with the indif-
ference displayed by Sitner, 
senior Anne Bryant com-
mented on how she has larger 
concerns than gown color.

   “I truly don’t care that 
much. It’s just a gown that we 
are going to wear for an hour 
of our lives,” Bryant said. “To 
be honest, I’m just happy that 
I’m graduating.”
   Many students, especially 
those who aren’t seniors, 
hadn’t even heard about the 
change before Dixon brought 
attention to it, spreading 
awareness through the use 
of social media and word 
of mouth as she sought out 
signatures.
   “I didn’t know anything 
about it until I saw the peti-
tion,” junior Peter Helmetag 
said.
   Dixon believes that the 
administration’s decision in-
trudes on the sanctity of both 
equality and tradition. She 
believes the school was coun-
terproductive in their effort to 
promote equality.
   “Instead of giving the people 
who felt as though the old set 
up was not fair and everyone 
else their right to choose, they 
just decided to take away ev-
eryone’s right,” Dixon said.
   Additionally, members of 

the class of 2017 are disap-
pointed that they ordered 
their gowns at registration, 
intending to get either white 
or maroon. After having paid, 
they were told of the stream-
lining.
   On the other side, students 
like Dixon chose not to pur-
chase a gown at graduation 
because they already had a 
white one at their disposal.
   “I have an older sister, and 
we have her white gown in my 
closet so I was planning on 
wearing that and didn’t pur-
chase one,” Dixon said. “That 
happened with a lot of people 
who have older sisters, friends 
or cousins.”
   Nearly a month after she 
originally announced it to 
the public, Dixon’s petition 
has 241 signatures out of the 
400-person goal. She plans to 
bring it to the administration 
soon.
   “I’m not sure that at this 
point, for my class, if it will 
work, but for future classes it 
may have an impact,” Dixon 
said.

Photos by Ana Davis
Photos from the Seaholm Band’s trip to Rome. 

Seaholm Takes Washington D.C. 

were all tired but pumped-up 
to perform. The parade itself 
lasted about an hour, and ev-
eryone’s arms and backs were 
sore when it finally ended. 
We finished to applause and 

smiles as we made our way 
back onto the busses, chang-
ing and then heading back 
into Piazza del Popolo, having 
time to explore before dinner. 
We ate at a pizzeria and then 

ROME
Cont. from page 4

  On Thursday, January 19, 
my alarm went off at three 
o’clock A.M., along with the 
alarms of thirty-three other 
Seaholm students in AP Gov-
ernment, as well as student 
congress members. We were 
headed to Washington D.C. 
for the Presidential Inaugura-
tion of 2017.
   When we arrived at the air-
port, at four-fifteen A.M., we 
said goodbye to our suitcases 
until later that night. After 
going through security we 
sat at the gate and waited, as 
most do, then boarded the 
plane. We were all wearing 
our matching bright blue 
travel backpacks; it was an in-
teresting look, to say the least. 
As I sat on the plane, the only 
thing I could think of was that 
I wasn’t going to get any sleep 
for the next nineteen hours. If 
I wasn’t already a coffee-ad-
dict, this weekend was going 
to do it for all of us.
   When we arrived in D.C. we 
got on our tour bus directly 
from the airport, and the 
touring began. Later in the 
morning, we enjoyed a guided 
sightseeing tour through 
Washington D.C.; the impor-
tant monuments and histori-
cal attractions. We then got to 
explore all the Smithsonian 
museums. After the touring 
and museum wandering, we 
ate an early dinner at Vie de 
France, Yelp gave it 1 star, 
and we all agreed. After din-
ner we were lead in one too 
many loops around the city by 
our tour guide before finally 
arriving at our last museum 
of the day: the International 
Spy Museum. It was cool, 
from what I could see out of 
my half-closed eyelids.
   We arrived at our hotel at 
around ten-thirty P.M., but 
we didn’t stay for long; wake-

up call on Friday morning was 
four o’clock. I understood that 
it was the day of the Inau-
guration, but four o’clock in 
the morning was something 
I wasn’t expecting. At four-
fifty-five the next morning we 
were all grabbing our boxed 
breakfasts and I was trying 
my hardest to get my brain to 
tell my feet to take me to the 
tour bus and not stray from 
the other kids.
   At around six o’clock A.M., 
we arrived in Washington 
D.C. It was still dark outside 
when we got off the bus. We 
walked for about an hour 
and a half before meeting the 
end of one of many lines of 
people. We spent the rest of 
the morning and well into the 
afternoon doing lots of stand-
ing, walking, standing, and 
more walking. But it helped 
to know that every other 
crazy person who also chose 
to be in Washington D.C. on 
Inauguration day was endur-
ing the same experience. We 
covered some ground, though, 
someone’s iPhone pedometer 
calculated about seven or 
eight miles that day. We were 
all set on a trip to the gym for 
about a week after that. Our 
tour guide led us around the 
city, and around again, and 
again until it was obvious 
that the time we had to kill 
had been killed, and that we 
needed to soon figure out 
a plan. Around eleven-
fifteen, I looked up and 
noticed the Washington 
Monument shooting into 
the sky above me. So, 
we were quite far from 
the Capitol Building, 
with only fifteen minutes 
until the start of the In-
auguration. We accepted 
that we weren’t going to 
see it in person due to a 
combination of the lines 
being miles long and all 
the circles we had mind-

drove back to the hotel.
   The day after the parade, we 
made the 3 hour trek to the 
ancient city of Pompeii. The 
first century city is popular for 
having been covered with up 
to 20 feet of ash, securing that 
some of the city and its people 
were preserved throughout 
time. We followed a guide 
winding through the old 
streets, careful not to stumble 
on the original marks of 
chariot wheels that were left 
on the roads. As we learned 
about the ancient culture 
and customs, it was incred-
ible to think about how these 
buildings and stones were all 
originally from thousands of 
years ago, despite having been 
victim to a volcanic eruption. 
We entered a small house and 
saw a large glass case. Inside 
was the body of a person lay-
ing on their stomach, their 
hands in front of their face- a 
popular pose for many of 
the bodies that were found.  
Many guided groups crowded 

lessly walked around the city. 
Once our walking had come 
to a halt, someone was smart 
enough to pull up the Inau-
guration live stream on their 
phone, so we watched it that 
way; all huddled in a circle 
trying to both stay warm and 
get a good view of the tiny 
screen. After we made real a 
plan, we decided to walk to 
the hills near the Washington 
Monument where big screens 
were showing the ceremony. 
We were able to catch the 
National Anthem and Don-
ald Trump’s speech. All in 
all, the day was fun. It didn’t 
help so much being only five 
feet, three inches, though, I 
could never see over anyone’s 
shoulders, but I’m sure it was 
a good day for sightseeing for 
anyone who was a little taller 
than I.
   After our eventful day, we 
walked about a half-mile back 
to our bus, it would have been 
a four and a half mile walk 
back if it weren’t for a girl 
who had the genius idea 
of getting our bus driver to 
meet us a little 
closer. We went 
straight from the 
city to a commu-
nity center where 
we were to attend 
the High School 
Student Inaugural 

Ball. The 

boys and the girls quickly 
changed into nice clothes in 
the bathrooms and headed 
into the ballroom for dinner. 
After we ate we all danced 
around the dance floor with 
other high school stu-
dents from all over the 
U.S, even the teachers 
danced.
   The following day we 
got to sleep in until 
about seven o’clock, 
which was signifi-
cantly more sleep 
than our past two 
nights, and we 
got to eat 
breakfast 
in the 
hotel 
instead 
of on 
the 

around, trying to sneak last-
minute photos of the case for 
it truly was extraordinary. 
We all had the privilege of 
seeing the body of a person 
who had existed 2000 years 
ago. Headless and limbless 
statues marked the tour, 
showcasing exactly what 
Pompeii had gone through. 
Our grand finale was view-
ing an open archive that had 
three bodies on display: the 
first was a dog lying on its 
back, writhing on the ground 
in its last seconds of life. Ap-
parently, the dog had been 
chained and couldn’t make 
its escape. The second was 
probably one of the most 
famous, a person crouched 
on the ground, knees up 
against the chest and the 
hands clenched, attempting 
to cover the face from the 
deadly ash and gas. The third 
body was that of a baby, lay-
ing on its side. 
   On our last day in Italy, 
January 3, we took self-guid-

ed tours through the Colos-
seum and the Roman Forum, 
both which were incredibly 
interesting. The amount of 
history that took place in both 
places made it a memorable 
experience. In the Colosseum, 
we learned about gladiators 
and navy boats as we circled 
the arena, visualizing how it 
might have looked thousands 
of years prior. In the Roman 
Forum, we heard about and 
saw the column where Julius 
Cesar had stood beneath, 
delivering speech after speech 
during his reign. We saw the 
Gardens of the Vestal Virgins, 
where headless statues- the 
only surviving record of what 
these honored women looked 
like- bordered the sacred 
place. As we split up to have 
lunch, there was an air of 
melancholy, everyone know-
ing that it would be our last 
time wandering around the 
gorgeous city. 
   We ended our last day with 
a dinner-and-a-show- or more 

like dinner-and-an-opera. As 
we were served course after 
course, four singers, accom-
panied by an excellent pianist, 
serenaded and interacted with 
us until we were full and ap-
plauding wildly. I had never 
experienced anything quite 
like it, and the trip as a whole 
was truly unique.
   I don’t know the next time 
I’ll be visiting Rome, or Italy, 
or Europe to be exact. But 
I am positive that our band 
trip to Rome is one that I will 
never forget. The amount of 
history, knowledge, art, and 
culture that was crammed 
into one small city and one 
small trip is enormous, and 
I often felt overwhelmed as 
we looked at the magnificent 
things our history consist of. 
Birmingham and Michigan 
and the United States are all 
really great places, but I have 
a feeling that I might be going 
back one day. As the saying 
goes, all roads lead to Rome.

bus. At eight o’clock, we load-
ed the bus and took off to our 
scheduled tour of Mount Ver-
non, George Washing- ton’s 
old house; it was more 
like a small 
city, though. After the 
tour we stopped at the 
Capitol Building for 
some photos, then we 
stopped for more photos 
at the Library of Con-
gress and the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Finally, after dinner 
we enjoyed a night sightsee-
ing tour of Washington D.C. 

It was crazy how different 
the city looked at so 

many different times 
throughout the trip.
   We all went 
back to our hotel 

that night and 
played cards in 

the lobby un-
til we couldn’t 
keep our eyes 

open 

any longer, then back to our 
rooms to pack up for depar-
ture the next day.
   On Sunday, we finished up 
our trip by adding in as many 
activities as we could; we 

concluded that four 
days isn’t enough 
time to see the 
entire city. We 
began the day 
with a tour of 
the Arlington 

National Cemetery, then we 
went to the United States Ma-
rine Corps Memorial, and we 
got to watch the changing of 
the guard. Lastly, we toured 
the Newsuem, which, in my 
personal opinion, was the 
coolest thing on the trip.

             Sunday night at the 
airport we endured a 
two-hour flight delay, 

Ava Suchara
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com

Photos by Ava Suchara

but nevertheless, we 
arrived back home at 
two-thirty A.M. on on 
Monday, and we were 
were all gifted with 
school excused ab-
sences for the day.
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Who will be your 
valentine?

A quiz by the Highlander Staff

Answer the questions and follow the arrows to find your true valentine!

Which is more 
important to 
you?

What’s your idea 
of an ideal first 
date?

Are you hoping to 
find a serious rela-
tionship?

Which is more 
important in a 
potential 
partner?

What style is 
Best dressed?

An attractive 
stranger!

Pick a color.

Forgive and 
forget?

Which of these 
best describes 
you?

Are you a risk 
taker?

Your best 
Friend!

Your Ex!

Pick a favorite 
dessert.

Your Crush!

Where are you 
typically on a 
saturday night?

Dating Style: Are 
you a Flirt or  
an introvert?

Your SignificanT 
Other!

Do you like to 
try new things?

Duh! Why did you even 
take this quiz? 

Although you already 
gave them a chance, 
valentines day can 
bring out the best in 
everyone. hit them up 
for old times sake.

You’re great friends, but 
have you considered 
something more? Spend 
the day with a friend, 
and maybe even end it 
with a kiss.

You aren’t afraid to 
take chances, even 
if the outcome isn’t 
definite. In the spirit 
of valentines day, tell 
your crush how you 
feel and see what 
could happen.

You’re clearly an ad-
venturous, spontaneous 
individual. This valen-
tines day, take a risk 
for a wild night!

Yes

Start Here!
Are you 
currently in a 
relationship?

Movies and 
dinnerNo

LooksLaser tag/
Bowling

Netflix + Chill
Personality

History

Excitement
Yes

No
go-getter

Go with 
the flow

Casual
Classy

Yes
No

Red
Pink

Yes
No

Chocolate 
Mousse

Chocolate 
Chip Cookies

No
Yes

Chilling 
with friends at a party

Introvert
Flirt
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Photo Courtesy of  Anne Bryant
The MAMO dance team poses in their uniforms before competing in their national competition, hosted at the ESPN World 

of Sports Building in Orlando, Florida. The team made it to the semi-final round of the competition.

   Earlier this month, our 
favorite half time perform-
ers headed off to Orlando, 
Florida to compete in their 
final competition of the 
season, Nationals. And for 
the seniors, it was their last 
national competition ever.
   Leading up to the beginning 
of February, the whole team, 
and especially the captains, 
were getting more excited by 
the day.
   “There is an abundance 
of things to look forward 
to on our trip. I am excited 
to watch the other teams 
perform and succeed; I am 
always finding inspiration 
through them. I am also ex-
cited to dance and experience 
these wonderful moments 
with my amazing team-
mates,” senior and captain 
Sarah Coburn said.
   Nationals is the competition 
that they have been training 
for throughout their entire 
season, and they couldn’t 
wait to step off the plane and 
get the competition going.
   “I am most looking forward 
to seeing all of the amaz-
ing teams and experiencing 
something that you don’t get 
to see at any other competi-
tion. The teams are so good 
that it’s breathtaking,” senior 
and captain Monika Gerber 
said.
   Along with the excitement, 
though, the captains admitted 
that a little bittersweet to be 
heading off to their last high 
school competition. 
   “It’s so hard to come to an 

Ava Suchara
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com
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   Seaholm High School’s boys 
wrestling has preformed at an 
elite level for the last 6 years. 
This year’s team hopes to 
carry on the winning tradi-
tion. 
   Led by a strong senior class 
the boys wrestling team at-
tempts to achieve 7th straight 
district title. 
   Senior captain Blair Boerkol 
will continue his wrestling 
career next season at Alma 
College. Before going to Alma, 
Borkoel has high expectations 
that the team will take home 

the district title.
   “We hope to improve are 
record as the regular season 
comes to an end. For the 
postseason we expect to win 
districts for the 7th season in 
a row,” Boerkoel said.
With a young team the 
wrestling team has improved 
throughout the year. 
   “This year we have a lot 
more freshman on varsity so 
we have a very young team 
with not a lot of returners 
from last year,” said Boerkoel.
For Borkoel the commitment 
to Almea has improved his 
confidence this season. For 
him it’s been a goal for a long 
time.
   “It gives me more confi-
dence because I know I have 
achieved that most haven’t,” 
said Boerkoel.
   Because the team is so 
young this year the younger 
wrestlers have had to step 
into important roles this sea-
son. Senior captain Michael 
Schultz believes that the 
young wrestlers have filled in 
their roles in well.
   “They have filled in the spots 
nicely and preformed well. 
They are still very young and 
have room for improvement 

but the future is bright,” said 
Schultz
   With his senior season com-
ing to a close, Schultz wants 
to leave a legacy that most 
haven’t been able to leave. 
   “I want to be the senior 
captain that led his team to 
a regional champion for the 
first time in a long time,” said 
Schultz.
   Schultz has high expecta-
tions that his team will help 
complete this legacy. 
   “We expect to win districts 
for the 7th straight season in a 
row. We also want to take on 
and beat Hartland in region-
als,” said Schultz. 

   

Seaholm has never been able 
to get over the hump and col-
lect a regional championship. 
The team that they usually 
run into is Hartland. Schultz 
hopes that he can complete 
his legacy and lead Seaholm 
to a regional championship.
   Junior Nick Law was elected 
captain this year by his team-
mates. He has similar expec-
tations as Schultz for the team 
heading into the postseason. 
“We are trying to make it to 
the state tournament this year 
for the first time,” said Law. 
Seaholm has never made the 
state tournament but Nick 
Law is determined to make 
it there this year. With one 
more year remaining Law be-
lieves that the team is looking 
good for his senior season. 
   “We will still be a great team 
because we have lots of young 
talent that will develop with 
time,” said Law. 
With high expectations, the 
wrestling team is determined 
to excel in the postseason. The 
Seaholm boys wrestling team 
has plenty of young talent that 
will develop over time. The 
future is bright for the Maples 
wrestling program.

Boys Wrestling 
Chases 7th Straight 

District Title

end with something I love. 
Mamo has helped make high 
school such an amazing jour-
ney. When I am in Orlando 
for the last time with the 
team, I know I will be heart-
broken. Although I’ll be gone 
next year, I am just so glad 
that I made friendships that 
will last a lifetime,” Coburn 
said.
   “It is very bittersweet; leav-
ing, it has been my life for 
the past four years. I think it 
will hit me harder once I am 
in Orlando and have finished 
dancing. I am excited to see 
the team progress over the 
next years and hope to see 
them win white jackets, that’s 
national champs, but I am 
also sad because I would like 
to experience that with them,” 
Gerber said.
   Though they know that 
must put their feelings aside 
until after the competition 
so they can really focus on 
the dynamics of their danc-
ing. The amount of times the 
team will dance at Nationals 
depends on how well they 
perform during their first per-
formance. No pressure!
   “The amount of perfor-
mances we do depends on 
how far we make it into the 
competition. If we make it 
to finals we will perform 
both dances; jazz and 
prom, three times each. If 
we only make semis, we 
will do them twice, pre-
lims would be only once,” 
Gerber said.
   As any captains would be, 
they were both nervous and 
confident about different 
aspects of their dancing on 

the basis of training and past 
experiences.
   “I am most nervous for the 
competition itself; making 
sure that out performance 
is the best that it can be,” 
Gerber said. “And I am most 
confident in our pom dance 
because we placed first in it at 
our last competition.”
   Regardless of things to be 
nervous for, the team headed  
into the competition with full 
confidence. They hoped to 
make the finals, but as long as 
they know they gave it their 
all, they will be proud of what-
ever happens.
   “Our goal is to make it to fi-
nals, but I will still be really 
happy if we make it to the 
semi-finals,” Gerber said.
   The captains, the team’s 
only three seniors, went into 
the competition with not only 
team goals, but also personal 
goals in mind, seeing as it is 
the last competition of their 
Mamo careers. 
   “I hope to soak in 
and enjoy every 
moment 
at 

Nationals. I want everyone to 
just have fun and make the 
best of it,” Coburn said.
   “My personal goal as a 
captain, and also just being a 
senior on the team, is to have 
a lot of fun and get the most 
out of the competition as I 
can,” Gerber said.
   The girls made it to the 
semi-finals on February 5th, 
and they were 0.27 
points away from 
making the 
finals.
   

“We didn’t make the finals, 
but we were close, and 
that’s enough for me, I 
couldn’t be happier; 
we made Mamo 
history.” said 
Gerber. 
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Photo Courtesy of Blair Borkoel
The Boys Wrestling team poses with first place trophy after 

win at a tournament in Chicago, Illinois.
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   A sports team to take notice 
of this year is the Girl’s Figure 
Skating Team. The girls have 
had a very successful season 
so far and hope to show the 
same success in their last 
competition of the season.
   “The season is going ab-
solutely great, the team has 
done very well in competi-
tions so far,” Senior Grace 
Guavara said.
   The girls had their last com-
petition before the state meet 
on February 6, at which all of 
the skaters did very well.
   At competitions, the girls 

compete individually but 
report an overall score.
   “We do elements individual-
ly, but all the points are added 
up for your team and that 
becomes the overall score,” 
Guevara said.
   With all three competitions 
now under their belts, the 
girls feel confident that they 
will be able to bring their A-
game at States.
   “Only the top three teams in 
the district go, so it’s kind of a 
big deal,” Senior Jenna Wade 
said.
   “With only one more compe-
tition to go, we are all getting 
really excited,” Guavara said. 
   The girls get along well as a 

team and have done activities 
to become closer before going 
out and competing together.
   “We have done a ton of 
bonding activities, so ev-
eryone on the team is super 
close. It’s good that we’re 
close like this, because it 
makes the support we have 
for each other that much 
more true and sincere,” Gua-
vara said.
   “Every year we have a 
Christmas party that is super 
fun,” Wade said.
   The team has about thirty 
skaters on it this year and is 
made up of students from 
both Seaholm and Groves.
   “The Groves girls are awe-

some,” Guavara said, “I’m 
close friends with a ton of 
them.”
   The skaters have nothing 
but nice things to say about 
their coach, Jennifer.
   “She’s awesome,” Gua-
vara said, “and she has been 
extremely helpful to all of us 
throughout this entire sea-
son.”
   “Both the A and the B team 
qualified for States this year 
and we are really excited 
about it,” Guavara said, “I’ve 
made states all four years of 
my career and it’s so fun.” 
   We wish the girls the best 
of luck as they head into the 
state meet in March.

BU Skating Glides into State Meet

BU Hockey Amidst Successful Season
   Coming off an up-and-down 
season in 2015-2016, the 
Birmingham Unified Varsity 
Hockey Team has taken a big 
step forward this year. The 
Kings are 14-5 so far in 2016-
17, and started the season off 
with seven straight victories.
   One of BU’s key players is 
Seaholm senior center Justin 
Rebock, who leads the team 
with 35 points through their 
first 19 games. Rebock sees 
a big difference between this 
year’s team and last year’s.
   “We have a lot of skill this 
year,” Rebock said. “A lot of 
underclassmen are contribut-
ing, and the competitiveness 
in both games and practice 
has increased.”
   Rebock, one of the captains 
on the team, tries his best to 
lead by example.
“I try to lead the team 
through my play,” Rebock 
said. “I may not be as vocal of 
a leader as some, but I think 
the best way to get the most 
out of teammates is by always 
giving it my all, and making 
sure everybody else is too.”
BU Varsity Coach Steve Kruk, 
who is in his second year at 
the helm for the Kings, has 
seen a favorable shift in the 
culture this year.
   “Culture is a key word for 
us,” Kruk said. “We’ve de-
cided that talking about what 
you’re going to do isn’t going 
to do anything, it’s about go-
ing out on the ice and backing 
that talk up.”
   Kruk holds his players ac-

countable at all times, some-
thing he believes contributes 
to a winning culture.
   “Whether it’s guys going all 
out in a practice situation, 
picking up on and correcting 
their mistakes in a film ses-
sion, or having that mental-
ity in games where you say ‘I 
need to take this hit in order 
for the team to win,’ every-
thing matters,” Kruk said. 
“Our guys realize that the 
game is not going to come 
easy, and are willing to do 
these little things in order to 
win.”
   Seaholm senior left wing 
Matt Jackson is another big 
contributor for the Kings, 
second to only Rebock with 
21 points so far this season. 
Jackson agrees that the 

culture around the team 
has changed this year, and 
he believes an emphasis on 
teamwork has helped them 
improve.
   “I think our key to success 
has definitely been team-
work,” Jackson said. “Last 
year, everyone would try 
to do it all by themselves, 
but this year we use each 
other and play to each other’s 
strengths.”
   Hockey is one of the few 
sports in the district that 
combines both Seaholm and 
Groves students on one team. 
While this could be looked 
at as a disadvantage with 
unfamiliar players teaming 
up, neither the coaches nor 
the players think it hurts the 
team.

   “I don’t think it’s very differ-
ent from being on any other 
team,” Jackson said. “There 
could be advantages and 
disadvantages in some cases, 
but I think it doesn’t hurt us 
one bit. We’ve bonded a lot as 
a team and have grown very 
close over the years.”
   With a strong start to the 
season and signs of consistent 
winning culture developing as 
the season goes on, the Kings 
have high hopes with playoff 
season approaching.
   “I hope to win our divi-
sion, and build off that in the 
playoffs,” Rebock said. “Once 
we’re in the playoffs, our 
goal is to make it out of the 
regional round. If we can stay 
consistent for the rest of the 
year, I like our chances.”
   The Kings already know 
who they’ll be playing in the 
pre-regional round at the end 
of the month, going head-to-
head against a top 20 team 
in the state, Cranbrook. The 
Kings are focused on finishing 
the season strong, and always 
have the game against Cran-
brook on their mind.
   “We know Cranbrook is a 
good team, but we’re up to the 
challenge,” Kruk said. “We’ve 
played tough teams all year, 
and I think that’s prepared 
us well. We could win 20 
games in the regular season, 
but if you don’t do anything 
in the postseason it doesn’t 
mean much. We’re focused on 
finishing strong and carry-
ing that momentum into the 
playoffs.”
 

Mamo Makes History

Photo Courtesy of Justin Rebock 
Senior center Justin Rebock on the attack in a game against 

Rochester United.



sports Tuesday, February 14, 2017
The Highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com12
A

rc
h

it
e

c
tu

re
 a

n
d

 D
e

si
g

n
 |

 A
rt

s 
a

n
d

 S
ci

e
n

ce
s 

|  
E

n
g

in
e

e
ri

n
g

 |
 M

a
n

a
g

e
m

e
n

t

THINKERS, HIPSTERS, AND GAME CHANGERS.

Lawrence Technological University isn’t for just anyone. 
We want the future designers, engineers, scientists, and 
entrepreneurs who will create the innovations of tomorrow.

Watch LTU students share their college experiences at 
ltu.edu/StudentStories.

Possible is everything.

Southfield, Michigan     800.225.5588     admissions@ltu.edu

5th 
in nation for boosting 
graduates’ earning 
potential

12:1 
Student/faculty ratio

88% 
Students employed or 
registered for graduate 
school at commencement

100+ 
Academic programs

   The Seaholm boys swim 
team have built a culture of 
winning over the past six 
years. They have collected 
three state championship ti-
tles in the past six years. This 
year’s team looks to build on 
the culture that they’ve built.
   Senior Joey Girdler has 
played a major role on this 
team for the past three sea-
sons. Joey has high expecta-
tions for this young team 
heading into the postseason.
   “I expect the team to finish 
strong. We have a young team 
that will grow a in the post-
season,” Girdler said. 
   The boys swim team was 
unable to claim another state 
title last season. This year 
the team was hungry heading 
into the season, looking to 
build of the success of the last 
six years. 
   “The team was very hungry 
and determined. The team 
has the mentality that we are 
going to go out and achieve 
what we want,” Girdler said.
   The girls swim team had 
an amazing season this year. 
They were able to finish the 
season with a state cham-
pionship under their belts. 
The boys swim team feels no 
pressure to match what the 
girls were able to accomplish 
this season. 
   “No, we know the feeling 
because we have won several 
in the past,” Girdler said.
   The OAA is a very competi-
tive division that is very high 
in competition every year. 
Girdler believes that Seaholm 
stacks up nicely to the other 

teams in this league.
   “It’s a very competitive 
league with a lot of good 
teams.  With the team we 
have this year it is going to be 
a very exciting league meet,” 
Girdler said.
   Another senior who has 
stepped in to a leadership 
role this year is senior cap-
tain Jack Boyd. Boyd believes 
that the key to every meet is 
confidence. 

   “My expectations for the 
team is that as we grow closer 
as a team and start to become 
faster and harder to beat, our 
confidence will help us win 
meets. If we can walk into a 
meet thinking we can win that 
helps a lot,” Boyd said.
  The Maples who have had 
huge senior classes the last 
couple seasons are starting 
to gain some younger swim-
mers. Boyd believes that these 

young swimmers have filled 
into their roles nicely this 
season.  
   “The role the younger 
swimmers have played is 
tremendous. We gained a lot 
younger swimmers this year, 
which helps us now and in the 
future,” Boyd said.
   Because there is such a 
young core of talent Boyd 
feels comfortable about the 
teams future. 

   
“I believe the team will do 
great things even though 
there are 10 seniors leaving. 
There are a lot of good under-
classmen who will get a lot 
better,” Boyd said.
   Junior Nolan Grout has 
excelled in his first two sea-
sons as a valuable member of 
the Seaholm swim team. He 
took on a bigger role this year 
when he was elected captain 
by his teammates.

    Even though he is only a 
junior, Grout has experienced 
the success that this program 
is used too. He expects his 
team to get back to that suc-
cess heading into the postsea-
son.
   Grout believes that the 
team’s work ethic will lead to 
the success that they seek. 
   This year all of the seniors 
have various skill levels 
throughout practice. That 
leads to them making sure the 
younger swimmers stay on 
task,” Grout said.
   Another Junior who jumped 
into a leadership role this sea-
son is Michael Arpasi. Arpasi 
believes that this particular 
team has a lot of potential. It’s 
good for the team that Arpasi 
believes this team will reach 
its potential in the postseason.
   “There is a lot of potential 
that hasn’t been exposed yet. 
I feel that everyone will reach 
their potential in the postsea-
son,” Arpasi said. 
   The injury bug has hit the 
team especially hard this 
season, especially the senior 
class. Arpasi believes that this 
class a lot of potential once 
everyone gets healthy.
   “The senior class hasn’t 
lived up its full potential due 
to illness and injury.  I believe 
their potential will be reached 
in the next few weeks, once 
everyone is healthy,” Arpasi 
said.
   Because of the winning cul-
ture that has been built over 
the past 6 seasons it’s easy 
for the boys swim team to 
crumble with the high expec-
tations looming. This team 
seems determined to use their 
confidence and work ethic too 
meet these expectations.

Photo Courtesy of MI Prep Zone
Senior Joey Girdler and  Sophomore Sam Hoover dive into the pool for the 500 free race in a duel meet against 

Clarkston.
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Seaholm Boys Swimming Looks 
to Build on Winning Culture
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