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   The concept of studying abroad for a se-
mester or trimester during college is popular 
amongst high school students across the 
country. When students can be given the op-
portunity to study earlier than college, many 
will jump at the chance to leave Seaholm and 
enrich themselves in another culture. 
   While Seaholm students returned to school 
after their summer breaks, Susser attended 
his classes in Extremadura, Spain during a 
trimester abroad. 
    Susser had taken Spanish at Seaholm and 
had previously traveled outside of the country 
to Colombia in the past. His love for Colombia 
lead him to want to enrich himself in different 
Spanish speaking cultures. 
    “I’d been looking to brush up my Spanish 
because I’m emigrating to Colombia at the 
end of this year,” Susser said. “I figured that a 
trimester in Spain could do me some good.”
   Through the Co-Op program at Seaholm, 
Susser worked to earn enough credit hours in 
order for him to take off an entire trimester.  
He then researched study abroad programs 
that would allow him to study during the 
school year.

   

“I compared all of the programs, and [their] 
pros and cons, and ended up deciding on 
Green Heart,” Susser said. “They specialize in 
putting people in travel scenarios.”
   According to Green Heart, all high school 
students attending the study abroad program 
for Spain are placed in Extremadura, an au-
tonomous community located near Andalusia.  
   “We [the students] were in Extremadura, 
which is a rural province,” Susser said. “Its a 
small town, a little bit bigger than Birming-
ham.”
   While Susser said he was a bit disappointed 
that he wasn’t able to spend his trimester in 
a large city like Madrid or Barcelona, the lan-
guage and culture in Extremadura served his 
main purpose for the trip.
   However, although Susser did improve his 
Spanish skills and learn about the culture 
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“The real difference between 
the new [attendance] policy 

and the old one is that 
everything is much clearer 

as to what is acceptable and 
what is not.”

- Assistant Principal 
Ali Hamka

   Seaholm administration has announced 
policy changes for both this school year and 
next year.  These changes will affect atten-
dance as of January 2015, and parking passes 
in September.
   Lately, students have been checking their 
Powerschool accounts and seeing a change 
that has confused many. The new code for an 
excused absence is “EN” or “excused nonex-
empt”.
   Recent changes to the attendance policy 
include the classification of excused absences 
as “exempt” or “nonexempt.”
   According to assistant principal Ali Hamka, 
the new policy attendance works like this: ev-
ery student is allowed 10 excused nonexempt 
absences- absences without a doctor’s note 
or some other form of proof. These absences 
may be 10 full school days missed (50 hours 
total) or a distinct pattern of absences in one 
class (i.e. 10 absences only in first hour).

   After 10 nonexempt absences, students will 
get called into an assistant principal’s office 
for a discussion about the reasons for their 
absence. If the student can produce a doctor’s 
note or some other form of proof, the absenc-
es will become exempt. If not, the student will 
be put on an attendance contract.
   After 15 absences, the student’s parents are 
called in for a meeting, and after 20, legal 
actions will be taken against the parents for 
truancy (the law that requires parents to make 
sure their kids go to school).
   “The real difference between the new policy 
and the old one is that everything is much 
clearer as to what is acceptable and what is 
not,” Hamka said, “Before, when parents 
called in and said that their kids were sick, it 
would be excused. The policy now says that 
you can be excused exempt or excused non-
exempt. Without a doctor’s note, you are not 
exempt.”
   According to the BPS website, absences 
can also be exempt if the superintendent or 
a designee deems the excuse acceptable or if 
the student is absent for religious purposes, a 

death in the family, or 
a court appearance.
   “[The reason for 
the policy change] is 
because some people 
would call in sick when 
they really weren’t 
sick,” Hamka said.
   However, this policy 
is not just affecting 
Seaholm. It is a new 
policy district-wide.
   “The change in policy 
is mostly due to the 
changes in Michigan 
state law regarding 
this topic,” superinten-
dent Dr. Daniel Nerad 
said.
   The parking policy at 
Seaholm has also been 
changed for the upcoming 2015-16 school 
year.
   “Now your parking pass is yours to lose,” 
Hamka said.

   All rising seniors 
will automatically 
get a parking pass 
for next year as long 
as they have a valid 
license and car. The 
remaining parking 
passes will be raffled 
off to rising juniors.
   Attendance is not a 
factor in initially get-
ting the parking pass, 
but if students are 
put on an attendance 
contract or break any 
of the other parking 
lot rules they are at 
risk of having their 
pass taken away.
   “I think they were 
right in changing the 

policy because last year it was unfair because 
teachers could accidentally mark you unex-
cused absent when you were actually there,” 
sophomore Sam Buckey said. 

   On Wednesday January 7 
France suffered its worst act 
of terror in recent memory, 
the bulk of it directed at Char-
lie Hebdo, a local satirical 
newspaper.
   At the Charlie Hebdo build-
ing, a total of twelve civilians 
were killed, in retaliation 
of a satirical depiction of 
Mohammad, the prophet of 
Islam. In total, the fugitives 
Cherif and Said Kouachi, 
Amedy Coulibaly, and Hayat 
Boumeddiene left three days 
of bloodshed that stunned the 
entire nation. With Boumed-
diene still at large, French 
tensions with the Middle East 
have risen considerably. The 
terrorists are linked to Al-
Qaeda.
   French emotions have been 
running extremely high since 
the attack. Few at Seaholm 
know that better than Junior 
Arthur Vico, who lived north 
of Paris as a French resident 
for 11 years. 
   “[My family in Paris] has 
been very active in the march-
es around Paris condemning 
the violence,” Vico said.
   Vico said he thought the 
event itself was surprising. 
   “Nothing like this has ever 

happened before,” he said. 
   According to the New York 
Times, France has “deployed 
military troops to sensitive 
sites” in light of the attack. 
Here in the U.S. and across 
Europe security has been 
increased in most govern-
ment buildings in the hope of 
thwarting any other atrocities. 
   Vico said prior to the attack, 

the security in France was 
“about the same” as here, in 
comparison to the United 
States.
   However, the media re-

sponse in France is not what 
is typical in the United States.
   He often saw French friends 
change their twitter profiles 
to “Je Suis Charlie,” the me-
dia movement that translates 
to “I am Charlie.”
   “It is very popular in 
France,” Vico said.
   French citizen and guest in 
Madame Marx’s French class 

Dominique Courtet echoed 
Vico’s sentiments.  
   “[I was] surprised by how 
big the public response was 
because Charlie Hebdo is a 

“[I was] surprised by how big 
the public response was because 

Charlie Hebdo is a small 
publication, and not a lot of 

people read it.  The fact that the 
magazine exists is proof that 
there is freedom of speech.”

- Dominique Courtet

small publication, and not a 
lot of people read it,” Courtet 
said. “The fact that the maga-
zine exists is proof that there 
is freedom of speech.”
   The magazine itself is 
known for primarily mock-
ing all religions. Courtet says 
not everyone agrees with its 
views. 
   “The magazine believes re-
ligion is an ideology,” Courtet 
said. 
   Junior Jala Alatassi and 
her family are originally from 
Syria. She says when they 
found out about the terrorist 
attacks in France, they were 
outraged.
   “My family was shocked 
and of course frustrated that 
their name and religion had 
to be tied into the incident,” 
Alatassi said.
   However, Alatassi’s family 
remains optimistic that the 
Islamophobia will subside.
   “Extremists exist in any reli-
gion,” Alatassi said.  “We feel 
just as sorrowful as anyone 
else.”
   Assistant Principal Ali 
Hamka, a first generation 
American whose family is 
originally from Lebanon, says 
he believes in freedom of 
speech, but only to a certain 
extent. 
   “I believe making fun of any 
religion is wrong,” he said. 
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   This year Robin Moten, 
a teacher at Seaholm for 
18 years,  received the 
award for Outstanding 
Educator from the Uni-
versity of Chicago.  Moten 
was nominated by former 
Flex student John Green-
berger who graduated from 
Seaholm last year.  She was 
surprised by the award but 
her colleagues and students 
were not.
   “I am not surprised, 
Robin Moten is awesome 
and makes me a better per-
son,” Flex teacher Stacey 
Olsen, a long time colleague 
of Moten’s, said.
  “It was a great award to 
receive because a former 
student nominated me,” 
Moten said.  “It was truly 
an honor that he thought 
that I had an impact on his 
life.”

By Avery Campbell
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   Beginning in March 2016, 
public high schools across the 
state will administer the SAT 
instead of the ACT as their 
free, required college entrance 
exam.
   Students will still take the 
ACT WorkKeys Exam, but 
the ACT, the college entrance 
portion of spring MME test-
ing, will be replaced by the 
SAT.  The switch most directly 
impacts current sophomores.  
This year’s juniors will still take 
the ACT during spring testing.
   The decision was made 
primarily for financial reasons.  
According to Michigan Gover-
nor Rick Snyder’s website, the 
switch to the SAT will save the 
state $15.4 million dollars over 
three years.
   “They’re saying that the Com-
mon Core aligns better with the 
SAT, but nobody’s really con-
firmed that,” Seaholm coun-
selor Walt Romano said.  “SAT 
outbid ACT, so I think the state 
saw this as a money-saver.”
   Much of the concern over the 
switch comes from the time 
and money invested by stu-
dents, teachers, and school ad-
ministrators preparing for the 
ACT.  Students have taken the 
ACT Explore in eighth grade 
and --up until this school year-
- the ACT Plan in tenth grade.  
Now, Romano hopes they will 
take the PSAT to prepare for 
the SAT.
   “That’s the plan,” he said. 
“We need to go back to pro-
viding [the PSAT] for all 10th 
graders and all 11th graders 

Michigan Makes Switch to the SAT
at no cost to students and 
families.  That’s what we’re 
proposing so they’ll be better 
prepared for the SAT.”
   Another challenge facing 

students preparing to take the 
SAT is that the exam is being 
completely redesigned for 
2016. 
   “The SAT is being rewrit-
ten so there is a great deal 
we don’t know at this point,” 
Birmingham Public Schools 
superintendent Daniel Nerad 
said.
   The College Board offers 
resources on their website, in-
cluding a side-by-side compar-
ison of the old and new SAT, 
but Romano says the adjust-

ment will be a challenge.
   “The state is working dili-
gently to put out lesson plans 
and professional development 
materials so teachers can see 

how their curriculum aligns 
with SAT, but you have to 
remember the whole SAT is 
changing,” he said.  “We don’t 
even know what that’s going 
to look like.  So, none of us are 
really ready for it yet.”
   Reactions to the switch 
among current sophomores 
are mixed.
   “I’m very ecstatic,” sopho-
more Leah Warren said.  “I’ve 
taken the SAT before and I 
didn’t think it was that bad, 
personally.  I feel it’s easier to 

test on English than on math 
and science and I’m excited to 
have no writing portion and 
the SAT.”
   For other students, though, 

the change is just another 
source of stress.
   “The ACT switching to the 
SAT has just made everything 
more stressful because, up 
until last month, we have gone 
through school talking spe-
cifically about the ACT only,” 
sophomore Emily Nummer 
said.
   Snyder’s “Frequently Asked 
Questions on Michigan's 
switch from the ACT to the 
SAT,” aimed to assure stu-
dents that there will not be a 

Kelly Martinek
Editor-in-Chief
shshighlandereditorinchief@gmail.com

significant change in the col-
lege admissions process.
   “Michigan colleges already 
accept and use the SAT for 
admissions decisions,” ac-

cording to the website. 
“In fact, 60,000 SAT 
scores were sent to 
Michigan universities 
last year and nearly 
40% of the test scores 
sent to the University of 
Michigan were from the 
SAT.  Michigan State 
University has said that 
there will not be any 
significant impacts on 
their admissions process 
because of the switch.”
   Of course, none of this 
means that students 
can’t take the ACT if 
they wish.  They just 
have to register for one 
of the national test dates 
and take it at a local 
testing center.  Many 
students were already 
doing this, whether just 
to raise their scores, or 
to have a shot at both 
major college entrance 

exams.
   “What they should do 

is take both, and then use the 
better score for their college 
admissions,” Romano said. 
“We’ve already recommended 
that but no one’s really taken 
us up on it.”
   Nerad believes students will 
continue to succeed, despite 
the change.
   “Our students will continue 
to have good results using this 
new assessment,” he said. “As 
we learn more, we will update 
our students, parents and 
staff.”
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   Sitting at the top of his list, 
the University of Michigan 
basks in glory.
   Senior Freddy Hewitt’s fu-
ture is placed in the hands of 
admissions officers who feel 
he has more to do before he is 
either accepted, or ultimately 
rejected.
   He received news after ap-
plying Early Action to Michi-
gan that he was deferred.
Deferral places a person 
between “admitted” and 
“denied” therefore leaving a 
student confused and anxious 
for a few more months.
   To be deferred, one has to 
apply either Early Action or 
Early Decision to a college.
Early Action is a non-binding 
option of applying to col-
lege whereby one receives an 
answer earlier than with the 
Regular Decision option.
   The Early Decision option, 
on the other hand, is binding 
and can only be broken if a 
prospective student is finan-
cially challenged or if one is 
deferred.
   In most cases, a student 
uses these options for their 
first choice schools.
   “It is my number one as I 
want to attend badly,” Hewitt 
said. 
   According to Seaholm 
counselor Brian Flatter, who 
has been actively involved in 
students undertaking college 
admissions for 10 years, many 
students have ultimately 

gained admission after being 
initially deferred.
   “The hardest part about 
being deferred is the thought 
of maybe getting denied,” 
Hewitt said. 
   Seaholm’s college advisor 
Judith Stahl said that it is 
important that first trimester 
grades are sent to colleges 
during the waiting period.
   After sending in first trimes-
ter grades, many seniors find 
it harder to stay focused in 
school.
   “I feel more relaxed as ‘se-
nioritis’ is kicking in,” Hewitt 
said.
   While waiting on college 
decisions, it is important that 
students seek the council of 
others more informed on the 
process.
   “Keep working hard in your 
classes, and trust the pro-
cess.” Flatter said.
   Ultimately receiving a rejec-
tion letter from a student’s 
first choice can be dishearten-
ing.
   “Often students are so set on 
one school that the thought 
of entertaining other options 
scares them,” Stahl said.
   “I would be upset if I was 
rejected from Michigan but I 
have backups,” Hewitt said.
   In life, the rejections will 
come, but it is important to 
learn to get back on one’s feet 
after a fall.
   “Often times, being denied 
admission to a school can 
sometimes be the best thing 
that ever happens to you,” 
Flatter said.

Photo by Monisha Gowda

   This year, Seaholm stu-
dents experienced a number 
of changes to the schedule, 
including removing one day of 
X-Block. Next year, Seaholm 
may experience another set of 
changes to its schedule – no 
X-Block at all.
    “Every year, we as an 
administration look 
at the state required 
time for a school day, 
and number of hours 
required,” Seaholm 
Assistant Principal 
Deb Boyer said.
   According to the 
Michigan Department 
of Education, begin-
ning with the 2014-
2015 all districts must 
provide at least 175 
days of instruction, 
and must also provide 
at least 1,098 hours of 
instruction over the 
course of the year.        
   These new state 
mandates are one 
of the main causes 
of one day of X-Block being 
removed this year. But a pos-
sible change in these require-
ments for coming years has 
caused the administration to 
reevaluate X-Block altogether. 
By reducing last year’s two 
X-Blocks on Tuesday and 
Thursday, to once a week, on 

Wednesday, and all classes 
were extended by one minute.
   Using the extra hour each 
week from removing X-Block 
allowed the school to meet the 
state’s requirements. But the 
changes made this year may 
not be sufficient for next year.
   “We have the ability to 
control things regarding the 
schedule, but at the same time 
there are state requirements 
we have to meet as a school,” 

Boyer said. “The state could 
mandate a number of hours 
that would make it foolish to 
continue X-Block, as it could 
end up lengthening the day 
far too much.”
   Boyer provided a time for 
when the final decision will be 
made.

“The state could mandate a 
number of hours that would 
make it foolish to continue 
X-Block, as it could end up 
lengthening the day far too 

much.”

- Assisant Principal Deb 
Boyer

   “We have committed to 
moving forward with the 
trimester schedule for next 
year, but we don’t know if the 
required number of hours of 
instruction will change until 
possibly the summer, and we 
will make the appropriate de-
cision regarding the schedule 
when we figure out the state 
requirements.”
   Possibly eliminating X-
Block next year has already 

had negative reviews 
from staff and stu-
dents.
   “Not having X-Block 
could put many stu-
dents at a disadvan-
tage,” history teacher 
Charles Passarelli 
said. “I think admin-
istration believes that 
not enough students 
take advantage of X-
Block, but I think it’s 
tremendously neces-
sary, particularly for 
students who have 
after-school activities 
and can’t meet with 
their teachers then.”
   Sophomore Liam 
Neel agreed.

   “I think that students need 
X-Block,” Neel said. “It’s basi-
cally the only time we have to 
get extra help from teachers, 
as so many students partici-
pate in a sport or other activ-
ity after school. X-Block is a 
great way to get the extra help 
that many students need.”

robin Moten 
named 

“outstanding 
Educator”

   On February 12th about 
140 Seaholm band mem-
bers, grades 9-12, will be 
getting on a plane heading 
to southern California for 
6 days. 
   After talking to a travel 
agent, students, and par-
ents, band director Tim 
Cibor has decided on stay-
ing at a hotel in Anaheim, 
going to Disneyland, the 
San Diego Zoo, Hollywood, 
and Universal Studios.  
   “I went on the Hawaii trip 
two years ago and that was 
really fun so I wanted to go 
on another band trip and 
I’m most looking forward 
to going to Disneyland,”   
senior Katie Reider said.
   Senior Noah Correll is 
also going on the trip, and 
said he is excited to be 
missing two days of school.
   “I had to turn in three 
annoated bibliographies on 
Thursday and had a test on 
Friday I didn’t study for,” 
Correll said.
   “One of the highlights 
of our trip is we’re doing 
a soundtrack session at 
Disneyland, were going to 
play the soundtracks to a 
cartoon,” Cibor said.
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   Students silently locked 
arms on Friday, January 23 to 
reenact what they witnessed 
in the film Selma. 
   Social studies teacher Dawn 
Whitehead, her United States 
history classes, the Black 
Student Union, government 
teacher Scott Craig, the Diver-
sity Club, and math teacher 
Leslie Martin all took a field 
trip the previous day to see 
the film.
   Selma portrays the march 
that Martin Luther King Jr. 
led from Selma to Mont-
gomery, Alabama in 1965 to 
protest for equal voting rights. 
The crowd showed solidarity 
by interlocking arms. They 
walked the width of the bridge 
and were attacked, beaten, 
and trampled by horses.
   “The interlocking is to say 
we’re united and we’re going 
to be locked so you can’t undo 
what we’re trying to strive 
for,” Whitehead said. “I just 
thought it would be great if we 
could do the same.”
   The Seaholm students 
locked arms and spanned the 
width of the G and F halls in 
their own march reenactment 
at 2:45 on January 23. 
   “I think to engage students 
in an activity, once you’ve 
done something that emo-
tional, to have an opportu-
nity to talk about it a bit and 
explain what we were going 
to do to reenact something 

like that, I think it will be a 
permanent memory for a lot 
of the students,” Whitehead 
said. “I thought it was really 
worthwhile.”
   Sophomore students from 
Whitehead’s US history class, 
Anne Bryant, Grace Sec-
contine, and Nick Hawes, 
reflected on how their experi-
ence seeing the movie and 
participating in the march 
was beneficial.
   “It was a very powerful 
experience,” Bryant said. “I 
thought it was good to learn 
about what actually happened 
and what they went through 
during that time period.” 
   “I felt that it was a powerful 
movement that Martin Luther 
King did, and he wanted 
blacks to be free,” Seccontine 
said. “The march went well.”
   “I thought it was very im-
pacting, seeing how this hap-
pened only a short time ago,” 
Hawes said. “It makes me 
really appreciate the country 
now.”
   Craig explained how this is 
an important activity for stu-
dents to do and an important 
event for students to immerse 
themselves in this topic.
   “Most students don’t really 
understand what happened 
during the Civil Rights Era,” 
Craig said. “The students who 
went and saw that film had a 
much better idea of the risk 
and sacrifice and just how bad 
the conditions were and what 
motivated people to protest.”

Claire Markley
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Seaholm Marches for Selma

   Seaholm High School pres-
ents Disney and Cameron 
Maclntosh’s “Mary Poppins 
the Musical.”
   Show dates are February 
27, 28 and March 1,6, 7 in 
the Seaholm High School 
auditorium. Tickets may be 
purchased at the door on the 
night of the show, or in ad-
vance online on the Seaholm 
music department’s webpage 
on the Birmingham Public 
Schools web site. Tickets 
are $12 for adults and $10 
for students, seniors, and 
children.
   Director Laurie Frick has 
been preparing for this musi-
cal since the start of October. 
She has been working with 
a cast of about 60 students 
after school each week.
   “This is will be one of 
the most intricate shows 
Seaholm has ever done,” 
Frick said.
   Seaholm will be one of the 
first schools in the country to 
perform “Mary Poppins the 
Musical.”
   Senior Amanda Najor has 
taken on the leading role 
of Mary Poppins. This will 
be Najor’s fourth and final 
musical with Seaholm High 
School. She has prepared 
since early December to fully 
embody the tart, honest, and 

“practically perfect” Mary 
Poppins.
   The musical version of 
“Mary Poppins” is a combina-

tion of both the movie and 
novels.
   “The audience will be pleas-
antly surprised with some plot 

Julia Ross
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Seaholm Presents: Mary Poppins the Musical 

Photo Courtesy of Amanda Najor
Najor and Hewitt pose at the cast’s February 7 preview perfor-
mance at the Townsend Hotel. Five cast members performed for 
a small audience.

twists and new songs,” Najor 
said.
   Senior Freddy Hewitt will 
be playing Bert, the charm-
ing chimney sweep. Hewitt 
moved from Pittsburg this 
school year. He has been 
involved in theater since 
the third grade. Since then, 
wherever he has lived, par-
ticipating in the musical has 
been a consistent activity in 
his life.
   “The hardest part of the 
musical was building new 
relationships,” Hewitt said. 
“First I had to build relation-
ships with the cast and then 
with their characters.”
   The audience can expect a 
high-energy musical. Fly-
ing by Foy, a company from 
Las Vegas, has worked with 
the cast to perform various 
flying maneuvers.  Members 
of crew will be dressed as 
chimney sweeps to move the 
sets, which will be constantly 
changing throughout the 
show.
   “I think the whole show 
in general you need a lot of 
stamina, but having such 
great people around we all 
motivate each other,” Najor 
said.
   She said if she could de-
scribe the show in one word, 
it would be, simply, “super-
califragilisticexpialidocious.”
   “It is a magical show, it is 
a fun show, and it is a family 
show,” Frick said.

   It’s time to dust off your 
hiking boots and take your 
first step as a member of 
Seaholm’s Hiking, Outdoors, 
and Camping Club. 
   The club 
held its first 
meeting on 
Friday, Janu-
ary 23rd led 
by its founders 
juniors Viv-
ian Righter 
and Andrea 
Laverty.The 
first meet-
ing brought 
in almost 
fifty people, 
a surprising 
parallel to their 
expected five. 
   “We re-
ally wanted 
to start this 
club because 
we want to 
spend more 
time outside,” 
Laverty said. 
   The plans for the club 
include one to two hikes a 
month on Saturday mornings. 
Righter and Laverty had their 

Tess Collins
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

first hike on February 7, at the 
Holliday Forest and Wildlife 
Preserve. 
   The club is focused on self-
improvement and gaining 
knowledge of the outdoors. 
This go-at-your-own-pace 
club explores the wonders of 
nearby parks for hiking, and 

outdoors experiences.
   “Even if you’ve never hiked 
before, it’s really a skill you 
can develop,” Righter said. 

“So there are no worries about 
being a new comer to the field 
of hiking.”
   The club’s focus is directed 
towards helping students be-
come more exposed to nature, 
and expand their knowledge 
of hiking and the outdoors. 
   “I really hope the hiking 

club will get 
kids outside, 
help them re-
connect with 
nature, and 
relieve some 
stress from 
their busy 
lives,” spon-
sor Michael 
Wicker said.  
   The club at-
tracts all out-
door lovers, 
and members 
will begin to 
bond while on 
their hikes.
   Sophomore 
Lindsay Galla-
gher is excited 
to be apart 
of Seaholm’s 
newest club. 

   “I’m hoping to be able to 
expand my knowledge of the 
outdoors while having fun 
with my friends,” Gallagher 
said. 

Photo Courtesy of Vivian Righter
Seaholm’s Hiking, Outdoors, and Camping club poses for a 
picture on their first hike. The group hiked at Holliday Forest 
and Widlife Perserve on February 7.

   There have been a few 
almost-cold days so far this 
year. Many times, there have 
been mixed reviews on the 
decisions to keep school open. 
   “Student safety is first and 
foremost,” Superintendent 
Dr. Daniel Nerad said. 
   To make a cold or snow day 
happen, a lot goes on behind 
the scenes. 
   “The process 
begins with a tele-
phone call to me at 
4:15 in the morning 
from our manager 
of operations in the 
district,” Nerad 
said. “He provides 
me with inside 
district information 
about our buses. 
Are they able to 
start, for example, 
in cold weather? He 
provides me with in-
formation about any heating 
problems in any of our build-
ings and with information 
on the kind of general flow of 
traffic within the district.”
   Then, at 4:30a.m., Nerad 
gets on a conference call with 
all of the other superinten-
dents in Oakland County. 

While they do give each of 
their opinions on whether or 
not to close, each district is 
different and has different 
needs. 
    “Oakland County’s a big 
county, and the weather can 
be quite variable across the 
county,” Nerad said.   
   This is why some districts 
close on certain days and oth-
ers do not. Superintendents 
from touching districts, like 

Birmingham and Bloomfield 
Hills, for example, do take 
each other’s’ decisions into 
consideration. 
   When looking at whether or 
not there will be a snow day, 
generally the district looks at 
whether there is winter storm 
warning or a winter storm 
watch. 

Tessa Banks
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

Open 1st, 2nd, 3rd 
and 5th hours

   “The warning is much more 
problematic, weather wise,” 
Nerad said. 
   For a cold day, they look 
out for a wind chill watch or 
a wind chill warning. A wind 
chill warning is about 35 de-
grees below zero. 
   “Here in Oakland County we 
don’t go as low as 35 below. 
We typically get [a cold day 
when it’s] 25 to 35 below with 
wind chill,” Nerad said. 

   Nerad and his colleagues 
go through a long process 
trying to decide whether to 
keep school open on days 
with frigid temperatures. 
On the conference call, 
the superintendents speak 
with a meteorologist that 
briefs them on the day’s 
weather. 
   Due to the abundance 
of snow days last year, 
with Seaholm even hav-
ing to make a day up by 
eliminating x-blocks for a 

few weeks, some students and 
parents are skeptical that the 
administration is being more 
reluctant to close school this 
year than they were last year. 
Nerad, however, affirms that 
this is not the case. 
   “It’s very important that 
every day be looked at on its 
own merits,” Nerad said. 

Nerad Shares How Cold Days Are Determined

“Here in Oakland County 
we don’t go as low as 35 

below. We typically get [a 
cold day when it’s] 25 to 35 

below with wind chill.”

- Superintendent Dr. 
Daniel Nerad

Seaholm Students Start New Outdoor Hiking Club



Opinion Friday, February 13, 2015
the highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.
wordpress.com

4

McKenna McRants: 
Netflix Addict

McKenna Ross
Editor-in-Chief of Web
seaholmhighlanderweb@gmail.com

   Bored out of my mind one 
Sunday afternoon, I decided 
to start watching a new show 
on Netflix; I was immediate-
ly hooked. I eagerly clicked 
the “next episode” button 
once, twice, three times, and 
the next thing I knew the 
sun was setting. I wasted my 

entire day.  
   I’m not gonna lie, this has happened to me 
before. And with the rise in popularity of 
binge-watching TV shows on Netflix, I’m sure 
I’m not the only one. 
   More and more frequently my friends and 
I talk about watching episodes of The Office 
or Grey’s Anatomy for 3 hours. We laugh as 
if it’s some kind of achievement. And, to be 
fair, it is kind of amazing that we can focus 
on something that long. 
   After a few weeks of my Netflix obsession, I 
began to wonder: am I addicted?
   Some common signs of addiction include: 
failure to resist impulses, avoiding social ob-
ligations to fulfill your addiction, preoccupa-
tion with the addiction, and continuing to do 
the addiction for longer periods of time.
   If these guidelines are anything to go by, 
then I, and many other teens, have a serious 
case of Netflix addiction. The combination 
of Netflix’s easy accessibility and a teen-
ager’s desire to procrastinate has created an 
epidemic. 
   Simply put, binge-watching TV is taking 
us away from our daily lives. While I used 
to think finishing an entire season in two 
days was an accomplishment, I’ve seen the 
harmful nature of this habit countless times. 
Instead of spending time with friends and 
family or doing schoolwork, teens are deter-
mined to watch as much of a show as pos-
sible. 
   Marathoning a lot of TV is okay every 
once in awhile, but we need to realize that 
we don’t always learn from watching oth-
ers. Life doesn’t happen behind a computer 
screen. We can’t always learn lessons from 
fictional stories; we have to experience them 
ourselves. Sometimes you need to shut your 
laptop and call a friend to go out instead. 
   This habit has become defined by social 
media as a joke or an accomplishment that 
we turn a blind eye to its effects. Students 
are not finishing projects and assignments 
because they’re too busy focusing on what 
will happen next on Orange is the New Black. 
They’re going to bed in the early hours of 
the morning because they lost track of time 
marathoning Parks and Rec before the final 
season airs. 
   Does it really affect our lives if we don’t 
catch up fully? Are we going to lose sleep 
over something fictional? It’s more important 
that we follow through on our responsibilities 
and interact with the people in our lives. Only 
then should we take the time to sit down and 
lose ourselves in a show for a few hours. 
   That’s what I’ve resolved to do.

   We’re back with another great edi-
tion of Quick Quizzes. It’s social me-
dia quiz: part two. Within two short 
months, Vine, Twitter and various 
other social media sites have provided 
us with a fresh batch of jokes, so you 
have to make sure you’re up to date. 
Make sure to once again cut out your 
completed copy of the quiz, and turn 
it into G107 to be entered to win a 
special prize! Once you have complet-
ed it, follow us at @SHSHighlander 
on Twitter and turn your cut-out quiz 
in to the ballot box in the Newspa-
per room (G106) with your name and 
Twitter handle on the quiz.

1.) This was an Instagram trend 
that swept Birmingham for one 
night:
a. #postaselfie
b. #changetheway
c. #myowndirection
d. #alltogetherasone

2.) When your eyebrows are look-
ing good, one could say they are 
on…
a. Point
b. Target
c. Fleek
d. Neat

3.) My name is _____
a. Paul
b. Craig
c. Jeff
d. Nancy

4.) What are you in love with?
a. The Coco
b. Boy Bands
c. Netflix
d. Hula Hoops

Quick Quizzes with Adam Klepp
5.) A potato flew around my _______ 
before you _______
a. Room, Came
b. Car, Drove
c. School, Fell
d. Head, Spoke

6.) I ain’t got no _____
a. Bread
b. Life
c. Money
d. Type

7.) If this person told you what to do, 
you would do it regardless of what 
he/she asked
a. Katy Perry
b. Al Capone
c. Shawn Oakman
d. Tahir Whitehead

8.) What is Rick Ross’ favorite fruit?
a. Bananas
b. Apples
c. Pears
d. Strawberries

9.)I’m legally ______
a. Mute
b. Done
c. Deaf
d. Blind

10.) Oh _________________, Oh 
______________
a. Don’t do it, My god
b. There it is, Thank god
c. Where it at, I see it
d. Please do it, Thank you

New Policies? No Worries.
Staff Editorial

   The most important thing 
[IF YOU WANT TO READ 
THE REST OF THIS SEN-
TENCE, UPGRADE TO THE 
“COOL LEAD PACK” FOR 
$1.99!]
   Isn’t that wretched? You’re 
looking at the business model 

for some gaming companies. They make a 
game, release half, then make you pay for the 
other part.
   It feels sticky and dishonest, like those 
infomercials with multiple, easy payments of 
$9.95 (plus   processing and handling). It’s not 
enough that you pay for the game once, you 
gotta keep paying to keep playing.
   Then there’s the “pay-to-win” style games 
that are really genius. They’re greedy and hor-
rible, but smartly designed.
   The concept is to make the player wait hours 
in between gaming sessions that can be short-
ened by paying a small fee. This capitalizes on 
the impatience of the average person.
   Then, the revenue is compounded by offer-
ing paid items that give an edge to the player 
with the 
biggest wallet. To ensure purchase of these 
items, early stages of these games are really 
easy, but soon skyrocket to near-unwinnable 
status without these premiums.
   Imagine a free buffet where you have to pay 
for plates, napkins, and utensils. Games like 

   Every year, there is some kind of major 
change to school policy. And every year 
Seaholm students panic. 
   The recent changes 
to the attendance 
policy have students’ 
stomachs tied up in 
knots. Along with the 
confusion about what 
the policy actually 
states, and about its 
implications, students 
are afraid that it will 
affect them tremen-
dously. They are afraid 
that they will now be put on attendance con-
tracts, be given Saturday school detentions, or 
any number of the other daunting repercus-
sions that can come with missing too much 
school. 

   In reality, the changes in the policy will 
affect fewer people than students anticipate. 
As the administration has said, the rules are 
essentially the same. The only real difference 
is that students and parents are now made 
aware that there are differences between 

exempt and nonexempt 
excused absences. 
   There is no reason for 
the student body to over-
react. The administra-
tion’s means of making 
sure that kids aren’t 
skipping may be flawed, 
but their intentions are 
good. They just want to 
differentiate between 

students who are missing school for no reason 
and those who are genuinely trying their best 
to get here.
   That being said, the administration needs to 
be more understanding of students’ specific 

circumstances. A lot of the time, it is impracti-
cal to expect a student to present a doctor’s 
note every time they stay home sick.  Students 
with chronic or recurring issues (or just deal-
ing with a simple stomach ache) aren’t going 
to visit the doctor for every ache and pain that 
keeps them out of the classroom.  Not only 
that, but doctors also can’t do anything for 
people who are sick with viruses (like the cold 
and flu), which are the most common illnesses 
spread around school. 
   If you don’t have a bacterial infection, going 
to the doctor’s is a waste of time and money 
for all parties involved. That’s just the science 
of it.
   It makes sense for the administration to try 
to put a stop to this, essentially “excused skip-
ping,” but the new policy needs more wiggle 
room.  Every student won’t have a doctor’s 
note every time.  But students also need to re-
member that every little change in policy isn’t 
the end of the world.

Charlotte Hoppen
Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

POINT: COUNTER-POINT: 

   On January 26 and 27, 
Seaholm students opened 
their eyes and discovered that 
every single Maple has a story. 
The girl who sits behind you 
in math? She copes daily with 
her clinical depression. The 
unbreakable football player? 
He is sobbing into your arms 

about his uncle’s suicide. The people you 
thought you knew? They’re suddenly strang-
ers you’re excited to meet. This intense 
insight is what Seaholm students experience 
on Challenge Day.
   Challenge Day is the necessary turning point 
during your high school career at which all of 
your classmates shed their exterior masks and 
show you their raw, true self. The tough, man-
ly football players, the quiet girl in the back of 
your math class, your best friend for 15 years, 
even that teacher you’ve always disliked; all 
sitting together in a room, exposing you to a 
side of themselves you never knew existed. 
   High school is full of rumors, gossip, secrets, 
and prejudice. And in an era so technologi-
cally driven, you can seemingly know every-
thing about the person walking past you in 
the hallway before you even avoid eye contact. 
Because of this problem, Challenge Day has 
two purposes: to strip the image each student 
has self-constructed, and to show each other 
what our lives are really like. 
   The result of just 6 hours in the gym is 
astounding. Not often enough do we find our-
selves feeling love, forgiveness, sorrow, and 
hope all at once. On Challenge Day, no one is 
alone in these feelings. Together, the Seaholm 
student body transforms into a strong sup-
port system.
   Along with your peers, the mask you never 
knew you were wearing shatters on Challenge 
Day. You find yourself venting about the is-
sues you’d always kept buried away, and you 
discover that your classmates are genuinely 
there for you.
   Of course, these friendships made on Chal-
lenge Day aren’t going to stay as strong as 
they are in those moments of vulnerability. 
But that isn’t the point of the day. Challenge 
Day shows Seaholm Students that all of us are 
dealing with personal issues. It shows us that 
no one is simply just his or her stereotype.
   Even if you never talk to your Challenge 
Day friends again, the newfound feeling of 
security and safety at Seaholm is impossible 
to shake. Challenge Day is a necessary mile-
stone in every student’s life, and it is a terrific 
reminder that we are all one Maple.

   Open dialogue can give 
students a chance to talk about 
their thoughts and beliefs in a 
safe environment. The expres-
sion of feelings is necessary 
for the developmental stages 
of adolescents, and openly 
discussing sensitive topics can 

give students a connection deeper than simply 
a peer-to-peer relationship.  
   But can students really make a deep connec-
tion after spending a few hours together in a 
gym?
   To answer this question, I reviewed my own 
experience last year during Challenge Day. Af-
ter the bonding experience we endured during 
those few hours, I looked forward to returning 
to a less competitive and more understanding 
school the following day, and I did.
   The day after Challenge Day, students 
seemed to care more about each other than 
usual. People made eye contact with others in 
the halls and talked about their “life changing” 
experience.  
   However, as the days went on, I began to see 
the change that was created begin to dwindle 
back to the norms that had existed before-
hand.  The students started to go back into 
their friend groups, and the connection that 
had existed with open dialogue faded away.
   Challenge Day does give students the oppor-
tunity to create relationships and friendships 
that are different from the norm.  However, 
unless there is a continuous focus on the 
breaking of boundaries, events like Challenge 
Day won’t have an effect on the students and 
faculty.  
   The process for students to be able to 
participate in Challenge Day can also be a 
disadvantage for students.  The nomination 
of students doesn’t always allow students who 
want or may need to participate in the events 
due to the lack of availability. 
   Not everyone may be able to participate due 
to logistics, but giving students the opportu-
nity to decide if they want to have a chance is 
necessary for a day that prides itself on treat-
ing students equally.
   A possible alternative may simply be fre-
quent assemblies or discussions in a class 
about the problems students encounter 
in their daily lives.  Everyone is suffering 
through something different, and giving 
students a chance to connect with each other 
over these problems can form relationships 
while giving students a healthy outlet.
   Challenge Day does have good intentions, 
and its purpose is beneficial to students.  
How Challenge Day is handled is what needs 
changing.

Emily Abbott
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Are We Really Challenged?
Maples Need to Open Up 

Candy Crush use these techniques to captivate 
casual gamers to play their “free” games, then 
leech their moolah.
   This effectively turns the game into wait-
ing long periods of time to play a quick, often 
luck-based game. That’s not really a game, if 
you think about it. 
   But wait just one minute. I don’t hate the 
concept of downloadable content (DLC), I just 
hate the implementation of it by some compa-
nies.
   There’s a correct way to do it. DLC that 
legitimately adds new content to a game is 
perfectly acceptable. In fact, I endorse it.
   Let me drop a sick example on you: the new-
est Super Smash Bros titles. After Nintendo 
released the game, fans were upset that a par-
ticular character wasn’t in the game. Nintendo 
decided to build the character, and put him 
into the game as paid DLC.
   That’s 100% hunky dory. They didn’t cut 
corners or make me pay to complete their 
game. They merely offered me more content if 
I want it. That’s how it should be.
   Things like additional levels, cosmetics, 
characters, and game modes are all cool forms 
of DLC that I would gladly pay for if I enjoyed 
the game enough.
   It’s comparable to buying a perfectly good 
sandwich and paying extra for chips or a 
drink. The 
sandwich is complete without them, but they 
improve the experience.
   If you listen to Luke, you won’t pay five 
bucks to get ahead in Clash of Clans. I’m going 
back to my mom’s basement.

Listen to Luke: DLC Done Right
Luke Sperling
Editor of Mobile Platforms
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Every year, there is some 
kind of major change to 
school policy. And every 
year Seaholm students 

panic. 

Sentiment Doesn’t Last 
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Is it Love, Love, Love?

Have you been in a relationship in high school?

No

 In honor of Valentine’s Day, the Highlander asked Seaholm to talk about 
dating in high school.  Students told us why they date- or why they don’t- and what 

they consider committed and casual in a high school relationship.    

3.5 Months
6 Months

How long does the average 
high school relationship last?

Expectations

Reality

Values based on 51 anonymous responses to a February 2015 survey conducted by the Highlander
Content and graphics by Kelly Martinek and McKenna Ross 

Which is better: 
Committed or Casual?

43% Committed57% 

Casual

“A committed 
relationship means 

you're not only ready 
to share more time 
with someone but 

you're also willing to 
share more burdens.”

-Anonymous Survey 
Respondent 

“I don’t plan to date 
someone, it just 

happens.  When you 
enjoy the company 
of someone else the

 relationship just 
forms naturally.”
-Anonymous Survey 

Respondent 

“A casual relationship 
is just one that’s for 
fun and there aren’t 
many expectations. ”

-Anonymous Survey 
Respondent 

Yes
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WANTED:
ENGINEERS, ARCHITECTS, 
SCIENTISTS, AND VISIONARIES.

Lawrence Technological University isn’t for 
just anyone. We want the future designers, 
engineers, scientists, and entrepreneurs who 
will create the innovations of tomorrow.

If you believe that everything is possible, and 
that possible is everything, we want you at LTU. 

Check out our Students’ View of LTU video at 
www.ltu.edu/svv. 

Ready to apply now? Visit ltu.edu/applyfree. 

POSSIBLE IS EVERYTHING.

Architecture and Design | Arts and Sciences | Engineering | Management

Lawrence Technological University | Office of Admissions  
21000 West Ten Mile Road, Southfield, MI 48075-1058 | 800.225.5588 | admissions@ltu.edu | www.ltu.edu

Dog Sledding in Upper Penninsula
   Head of Experiential Learning 
Center Michael Wicker is leading 
the experiential learning opportu-
nity of dog sledding in the Upper 
Peninsula for this year’s mid-
winter adventure trip. 
  The trip is meant for students 
to challenge themselves in many 
different ways.
   Students will push themselves 

to keep classmates and dogs in 
mind before themselves.
   “It’s not about you, per say, but 
it’s about making sure the dogs 
are okay,” Wicker said.
   The main goal for students is 
to challenge themselves on this 
trip.
   The whole group will be 
spending a lot of time together. 
They will be cooking together 
and depending on each other as 
much as the dogs.
   Students, along with Wicker 

Pia Campbell
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

Black 
History 

Facts

DID YOU KNOW?
•Martin Luther King Jr’s 
mother was a Christian 
Civil Rights activist who was 
gunned down while playing 
the organ in a church.
•Europeans didn’t know how 
to bathe until the Moorish 
people taught them how.
•The Harlem Rens were the 
first full black professional 
basketball team.
•Mae C. Jemison was the 
first black woman to travel to 
space.
•Mansa Musa had billions 
of dollars in gold back in the 
1300s.
•Tulsa, the black district, was 
the first American city to be 
attacked from air in 1921.
•Black explorer Matthew Hen-
son is named the co-founder 
of the North Pole.
•Einstein taught physics at 
Lincoln (a historically black 
college).
•The most ancient lineage in 
the world is the Ethiopian 
Royal Family.
•Dorothy Dandridge was the 
first African American woman 
nominated for the Best Ac-
tress Academy Award for her 
lead role in Carmen Jones.
•Aretha Franklin was the first 
woman to be inducted into 
the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame.
•Ben Carson was the first sur-
geon to successfully separate 
twins conjoined at the head.
•Hattie McDaniel was the first 
African American to win an 
Oscar, but was not allowed to 
attend the national premiere 
of Gone With The Wind, the 
film featuring her winning 
performance, because she was 
black.

Maame Boatemaa
Deputy Student Life Editor
shshighlanderstudentlife@gmail.com

Eli Tea Comes to Town
   It’s no Goldfish Tea. 
   Eli Tea is the newest restau-
rant to pop up in downtown 
Birmingham, but there hasn’t 
been as much buzz around the 

opening as one would expect. 
The tea house specializes in 
fine teas from around the 
world.
   When you walk into the tea 
house, the first thing you’ll 
notice is how quiet it is. It is 
a new restaurant, so it isn’t 
expected to be busy all of the 
time, but no matter what time 
of the day you go, it always 

seems a little too quiet. It 
felt as if you couldn’t have a 
conversation at full volume 
without disturbing others or 
getting eavesdropped on. 
   The tea, however, is fantas-
tic. It is made with loose-leaf 
tea in a special pot, which re-

ally adds to the authenticity of 
the restaurant. On the other 
hand, there was very little 
food for sale. The biscotti they 
had laid out as samples was 
pretty good, but not the best 
I’ve ever had. 
   The decor of the place is 
obviously based off a very cool 
idea, but it just didn’t pan 
out quite right. You can see 

Tessa Banks
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

Photo By Tessa Banks
The interior of Eli Tea on Old Woodward in downtown Birmingham. The tea house opened 
this winter.

places where they cut corners 
such as the menu labels that 
were clearly just typed up on 
Microsoft Word, printed out 
on regular white printer paper 
and stuck onto the menu 
board in all of 2 minutes. The 
odd yoga music playing in the 

background just adds to the 
trying-too-hard vibe. 
   Overall, the tea is the main 
focus of Eli Tea, and that was 
the best part. You should 
definitely stop in to grab a cup 
of tea to warm up in the cold 
winter months, but I do not 
suggest hanging out while you 
drink it.  

   During a busy night shift at 
Leo’s Coney Island, Birming-
ham, waitress Ashley Moran 
was left hanging by a group 
of students who hadn’t paid 
their bill on a carry out order. 
Frustrated by an already hec-
tic night, the waitress didn’t 
expect any help. But another 
group of students offered to 
pay for the over $50 aban-
doned bill. 
   “They were really sweet 
kids,” Moran said.
   The Leo’s chain, established 
in 1972, is a 24 hour family 
diner in downtown Birming-
ham. The convenience and 
low prices make it a hot spot 
for some students, like junior 
Ariel Zalesin and her team-
mates on Maple Motion.
   “I usually go to Leo’s after a 
football game with my team,” 
Zalesin said.  
   The waitstaff at Leo’s, like 
most other waitstaffs, make 
a majority of their money in 
tips. The minimum wage for 
tipped workers according to 
Michigan restaurant associa-
tion is $3.10 an hour.
   According to Michael Collin, 
Co- Author of the essay, The 
Norm of Restaurant Tipping, 
young people tend to tip less 
or not at all. With young 
people across the country 
not tipping, how is this trend 
affecting local restaurants like 
Leo’s whose main clientele are 
students?  How do students 
treat the staff of Leo’s? 
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shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   Katelyn Anderson has been 
a waitress at Leo’s for three 
years and consistently sees 
teenagers come in around the 
same times.
    “Kids mostly all come in at 
night like around midnight 
and it gets pretty crazy,” An-
derson said. 
   In Moran’s experience, 
rowdy kids give waitresses a 
hard time and often disturb 
other customers but the staff 
has learned to be tolerant of 
students. The staff has no 
problem kicking people out 
who are “obnoxious.”
   Even though students have 
a reputation for misbehaving, 
the wait staff understands 
that not all kids are bad.
   “Every age group or school 
has some kids who are ob-
noxious, but it really varies,” 
Moran said.  
   Anderson agreed. She sees 
just as many cooperative teen-
agers come in throughout the 
day.
   “Kids who come regularly 
are well behaved and tip well,” 
Anderson said. 
    “Sometimes [the rowdy 
kids] surprise you by leaving a 
big tip because they feel bad if 
it’s a big group,” Moran said. 
   Both Moran and Anderson 
said they enjoy working at 
Leo’s overall. Both waitresses 
like the opportunity to get to 
know students in their time at 
work. 
    “I’ve seen kids go through 
high school and some of them 
come back to visit and that’s 
really nice,” Moran said.

and social studies teacher Peter 
Smith, are going to McMillan, 
Michigan and Tahquamenon 
Falls State Park, Michigan. They 
are spending time in tents and 
cabins and going to ice caves. 
   Senior Olivia Ruiz is going on 
the trip. 
   “I’m looking forward to go-
ing to the ice caves,” Ruiz said.  
“They sound really cool and 
they’re not something thing you 
can find around here.”
   Students will be taking care of 

the dogs by kenneling them and 
feeding them. Students will be 
spending a lot of time together, 
getting to know one another bet-
ter than before.
   “I’m looking forward to going 
to the Upper Peninsula and going 
dog sledding because it’s going 
to be awesome,” Smith said. 
   According to Wicker, the point 
of the trip is challenge by choice- 
for the students to find the point 
where they get uncomfortable 
and then push themselves.

   Wicker wants students to learn 
life lessons and more about 
themselves from this trip. 
   “I’d really like the kids to push 
themselves and take away the 
fact that they can understand that 
we all have limits,” Wicker said. 
“On the other hand it’s important 
to remember that limits are not 
static, that they can work hard 
and push themselves and chal-
lenge their limits and hopefully 
to a level that they didn’t even 
think they could.”
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The Imago Makes A Comeback

Seaholm Students Feel the Love this Valentine’s Day
   Valentine’s Day, celebrated 
on February 14 of each year, 
dates back to the 5th century 
and is named after Saint Val-
entine. 
   Otherwise known as the 
day of lovers, Valentine’s 
Day comes with an aura of 
romance, secrecy and abun-
dance in chocolates. 
   In the words of Playwright 
Shakespeare, “Love is like a 
child that longs for everything 

Photo courtesy of Ethan Susser
	 Susser	visited	Metida	on	his	trip,	which	use	to	be	

part	of	an	old	Roman	center	of	governance	in	Hispana.
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   A day without art would 
be an unusual day for junior 
Summer Benton. She reli-
giously works on her artwork 
everyday—afterschool, or 
intermittently during her free 
time as a relaxing activity. 
   “Everyday [I find time for 
art], usually when I should be 
doing other things,” Benton 
said.
   For Benton, drawing comes 
most at ease, and is what she 
enjoys most. 
   “My favorite thing to draw is 
people,” Benton said.“I took 
a figure drawing class two 
summers ago. It was really 
cool because they would bring 
in live models, and we got 
to work from life.That’s one 
of my favorite things to do, 
because it’s so hard to capture 
how they look—I’m working 
on it.”
   Benton’s artistic talents and 
contributions to the school’s 
art programs are known all 
around. She developed last 
year’s art fair, Bazart, is the 
president of NAHS (National 
Honors Art Society), a mem-
ber of the art club, and is now 
actively working to develop 
the school’s literary magazine. 
   “I think art is a really valu-
able form of communica-
tion, because there’s a lot of 
stuff that’s harder to put into 
words than it is in images,” 
Benton said. “Like, you take 
those tests in middle school 
where you’re either visual 
[visual learner] or verbal [ver-
bal learner]. I feel for visual 
people, art’s really important 
because it’s how you can com-
municate without talking or 
writing.”
   Benton’s father is a cartoon-
ist, an author and illustrator 
for children’s books, and does 
licensed work on shirts. At 
a young age, his influence 
helped shape her artistic ca-

reer, and continues to do so. 
   “My dad is an artist, so I’ve 
been doing art since I was 
really little,” Benton said. 
“…I think kids have a natural 
inclination to do it [draw, and 

scribble,] but he would push 
it. So we would like scribble, 
but we would keep doing it 
over and over and over, until 
[it got] better.”
   As a girl, Benton’s father 
encouraged creativity through 
small projects—making sto-
ries.
   “When I was little, he used 
to have me make books, and 
stuff where I would write little 
stories and draw pictures, 
and they’re so funny,” Benton 
said. 
   Although mermaids were 
the primary interest for her 
stories, she wrote about other 
topics. 
   “There’s this one book 
called, “Things I Hate,” where 
it’s just a book of things I 
hate, like mushrooms,” Ben-
ton said. 
   Recently, Benton won a 
competition from Barnes and 
Noble in which contestants 

were asked to illustrate a 
character or scene from a nov-
el, or book. From “The Great 
Gatsby,” she depicted Meyer 
Wolfsheim in a speakeasy. 
   In the process, she had her 

father pose for the 
novel’s scene. 
   “If you can’t 
imagine what your 
hand would look 
like, sometimes I’ll 
do the pose myself 
and take a picture,” 
Benton said. “But it 
[Meyer Wolfsheim] 
was a man, so I had 
him [her father] 
dress up in the dif-
ferent parts, pose, 
I took pictures, and 
then composited 
them in the draw-
ing.” 
   Benton feels fortu-
nate for her family’s 
ongoing support 
and interest in her 
art. 
   “I think I’m re-
ally lucky, because 

I have friends, and I’ve met 
people who were kind of 
discouraged from pursuing an 
artistic career, or future, just 
because 
it can 
be so 
unpre-
dictable 
and it’s 
not as 
stable 
as some 
other 
ca-
reers,” 
Benton 
said. 
“But I 
think 
because 
my dad 
has had success in it, he can 
understand; and my mom 
is really into art too. I think 
they both understand that it’s 
important and that it can pay 

off.” 
   Over the summer, through 
an art program she joined at 
Cranbrook, Benton had the 
opportunity to get her sketch-
book, and other art pieces 
reviewed and approved by 
college representatives from 
the College of Creative Stud-
ies, and Kendall College. If 
Benton were to apply to these 
schools, she wouldn’t have to 
resubmit her portfolio. 
   She is consideringCollege 
of Creative Studies (CCS), 
University of Michigan, the 
School of the Art Institute 
of Chicago (SAIC), and the 
School of Visual Arts (SVA), 
in Chicago. 
   She hopes to get involved 
with publications. As of now, 
she’s interested in pursuing 
illustration and filmmaking. 
   “I think there’s some room 
for those [illustration and 
filmmaking] to overlap, be-
cause if you look at directors 
like West Anderson, and Tim 
Burton, even in their live ac-
tion stuff, you can see their art 
coming through, and I really 
like the idea of doing that,” 
Benton said.
   Currently, she is collaborat-

ing with a company 
to create illustrations 
for a children’s book. 
   “I think this is a 
good opportunity, 
because this way I 
can illustrate it [the 
book], and get a 
sense of the process 
without the stress of 
doing it on my own,” 
Benton said. “It’s like 
a baby step.”
   For now, Benton 
hopes to continually 
improve her skills.
   “I’m not as much 
worried about having 

a lot of success as much as I 
am with just enjoying myself 
with art, and making it some-
thing I’m proud of,” Benton 
said.

Spain, he said his trip was 
anything but a dream vaca-
tion. 
   Soon enough, Susser said 
he began to regret his deci-
sion. Unlike the pleasant and 
hospitable Colombians he en-
countered, he found his host 
family to be the opposite. 
   “They weren’t the most 
friendly people,” Susser said. 
“When I first arrived, they 
weren’t smiling at me much, 
which is a bit concerning 
when you’re thousands of 
miles away from your home.”
   The host family had two 
children of their own, a 16 
year old and an 18 year old. 
Susser turned 18 while he was 
in Extremadura, but he found 
it extremely difficult to con-
nect with the other teenagers.
   Suprisingly, Susser said his 
inability to connect with his 
host family wasn’t due to a 
language barrier. The cold 
relationship resulted from the 
two sharing different worldly 
views.  
   “No one could even crack a 
smile,” Susser said. “The gen-
eral guidelines they got from 
the organizations was to treat 
him [me] like he’s your kid, 
but obviously I haven’t been 
with them for 17 to 18 years.”
   According to Green Heart, 
the host families are excited 
and happy to accommodate 
the foreign exchange students’ 
needs, but Susser didn’t feel 
any excitement from his host 
family.
   While Susser struggled to 
connect with his host family, 
he found comfort in connect-
ing back with his own family 
in the United States. Although 
Green Heart doesn’t suggest 
that students connect with 
their families at home, Susser 
said he felt a need to feel 
some affection towards the 
end of his study.
   Sophomore Isaac Susser, 
Ethan Susser’s younger 
brother, connected with 
Ethan Susser over Skype dur-
ing the trip.
   “He really liked talking to 
me because it was the only 
time he could really speak 
English and it was something 
from home,” Isaac Susser 
said. “It was a time to connect 
back with home and get away 
from Spain.”
   Not only was Ethan Susser 
having a difficult life at his 
home in Extremadura, but 
he also found the educational 
system to be inadequate 
compared to his education at 
Seaholm.
   “The teachers stand up in 
front of you with a book and 
lecture you out of it, and then 
you have to memorize exactly 
what’s in the book, and copy it 
down onto a test for points,” 
Ethan Susser said.
   According to Ethan Susser, 
instead of walking to each 
class, the students stay seated 
while the teachers move to 
them. 
   There was also a lack of 

modern technology in the 
classrooms, which had a 
chalkboard and sometimes an 
outdated computer. He found 
this lack of modernization to 
be a culture shock compared 
to the education at Seaholm.
   Students who possessed 
technology of their own were 
not allowed to utilize it either.
   “The cell phone policy was 
if they saw your phone, they 
would take it for 15 days be-
cause it’s a ‘security threat’,” 
Ethan Susser said.
   After experiencing the lack 
of development and intel-
lectual focus in his temporary 
school, Ethan Susser said he 
was relieved to arrive back at 
Seaholm after his trimester 
abroad.
   “It was pretty miserable,” 
Ethan Susser said. “It was a 
prison. It makes one appreci-
ate Seaholm.”
   However, even though his 
experience was less than 
satisfactory, he said he still 
believes that his time spent in 
Extremadura was for his own 
good, at least language wise 
and culturally.
   “I’m much better at the lan-
guage now and learned about 
a new culture,” Ethan Susser 
said.
   While he regrets not study-
ing abroad in Latin America 
as opposed to Spain, he 
recommends taking a chance 
and studying abroad if the 
opportunity presents itself to 
all students. 
   His first piece of advice is to 
get in contact with the host 
family before the trip begins 
to make sure the student is 
paired with a compatible 
family.
   “It’s a risk, but if you’ve 
taken the time to research the 
culture I think it can go well 
depending on the host family 
you’re placed with,” Ethan 
Susser said.
    Ethan Susser plans on 
emigrating to Colombia in the 
late spring or early summer. 
Before he leaves, he plans on 
getting a job in the United 
States to help secure his 
financial plan before he leaves 
to become an English teacher 
outside of the country.
   Once he arrives in Colom-
bia, Ethan Susser can receive 
his TEAFL (Teaching English 
as a Foreign Language) certif-
icate. The certification process 
is a month long, and after he 
receives the TEAFL certificate 
he can begin work.
   “I’ve always kind of wanted 
to leave the US and I have 
an opportunity to go there 
[Colombia],” Susser said. 
“It’s pretty easy to get a job 
teaching English in Colombia 
and I’ve got connections there 
already.”
   While students in the spring 
are making plans for colleges, 
Ethan Susser will be leaving 
the United States to experi-
ence another cultural adven-
ture.

it can come by.” 
   Fast forward centuries later, 
the day is still widely cel-
ebrated worldwide, especially 
at Seaholm.
   The school store, The Maple 
Tree, may have some surpris-
es up their sleeves this year.
   “We had some ideas shoot-
ing around like putting a 
message in a balloon and the 
person’s gotta pop the balloon 
to get the message,” business 
teacher Michael Munaco said.
   Whether or not the students 
plan to fully partake in the 

   This May, creativity and 
artwork are coming back to 
Seaholm in the literary maga-
zine, The Imago: Seaholm’s 
Journal of Literature and 
Aesthetics.
   The Imago is a collection of 
creative writing pieces such as 
short stories, poems, mem-
oirs, and personal narratives. 
In addition, The Imago will 
publish student artwork such 
as photography and drawing. 
   Seaholm students such as 
senior Lauren Hudak, junior 
Summer Benton, junior Ally-
son Curran, sophomore Alys-
sa Pascoe, and sophomore 
Lyan Alsabti decided to bring 
back the magazine. They went 
to English Department Head 
Kyle Hall, who sponsored The 
Imago when it was previously 
at Seaholm. 
   The Imago was at Seaholm 
until three or four years ago. 
When bringing it back, the 
students involved wanted to 
keep “The Imago” the name 
of the magazine. They added, 
“Seaholm’s Journal of Litera-
ture and Aesthetics” to specify 
the intent of the magazine.
   “They looked up the defini-
tion of Imago, and it has to do 
with the metamorphosis and 
change in stages of a moth or 
a butterfly,” Hall said. “They 
liked that idea of transforma-
tions, but then they added this 
other portion about aesthetics 
in there.”
   Currently, Seaholm has the 
Highlander and the yearbook, 
but there is no outlet for the 
work of students interested in 
creative writing.
   “We’re excited about show-

casing the talent, the creative 
writing talent, and the artistic 
talent at our school which I 
think is incredible,” Hall said. 
“We have amazing students 
and we see their artwork.”
   The majority of 
the Imago will be 
composed of poems. 
However, photogra-
phy and other art-
work are intended to 
make it an aesthetic 
experience as well.
   “I think that having 
the literary magazine 
back at Seaholm will 
be such an amaz-
ing addition to the 
school,” Pascoe said. 
“When first I heard 
that some students 
were interested in 
starting it up, I im-
mediately wanted 
to join. I’ve always 
loved writing, and I 
think that having the 
literary magazine 
back will give stu-
dents the opportu-
nity to present their 
work to others.”
   The Imago is complemen-
tary to the Seaholm High-
lander because it focuses 
more on the creative writing 
and photography as opposed 
to the current events that the 
Highlander focuses on. They 
are different styles of writing.
   “It’s a different type of writ-
ing [than the newspaper] and 
it’s one we haven’t really been 
able to showcase as much 
as we should in the last few 
years,” Hall said. “It wasn’t a 
teacher saying, ‘let’s do this’. 
It was the kids saying, ‘we 
need a place to really express 
ourselves with our creativ-

ity.’”
   There are four sections of 
the Creative Writing and Hon-
ors Creative Writing classes at 
Seaholm, as well as a cre-
ative writing club sponsored 

by English Teacher Mitch 
Nobis. This means there is a 
prominent interest in creative 
writing at Seaholm. With the 
literary magazine as a source 
for publishing, more students 
will be inspired to contribute.
   “I took Honors Creative 
Writing with Mr. Nobis 
sophomore year, and he en-
couraged all of us to read each 
other’s works in class,” Hudak 
said. “I realized how much 
literary talent we have at 
Seaholm and I wanted there 
to be a place to showcase that 
talent so everyone could ap-
preciate it.”

   Hall requested a grant 
from the Parent Teacher 
Association, which will give 
The Imago enough money to 
start. However, there will be a 
small fee when purchasing the 

magazine.
   “I know a lot people 
who post their stuff on 
blogs and social media 
apps, but that’s noth-
ing you can really hold 
and be intimate with 
like you can with pages 
in a booklet,” Alsabti 
said. “You’re also sort 
of immortalized in the 
process, having your 
work stamped on pa-
per that can never be 
deleted like a Tumblr 
or Instagram post can 
be.”
   Any student or staff 
member can contrib-
ute to The Imago. 
Hudak mentioned 
that they would try to 

have themed sections 
such as a book review 
section or a section 
for suggestions for 
Seaholm.

   Curran sees the need for a 
creative writing outlet. 
   “I wanted students to have 
the opportunity to share their 
work with their peers,” Cur-
ran said.
   The Imago is expected to 
come out in May, and two or 
three times in the 2015-2016 
school year. The students as 
well as Hall are taking sub-
missions by March 31.
   “The lit magazine will be a 
booklet of just raw, student 
writing and art,” Alsabti said, 
“We hope to see the deepest 
levels of Seaholm minds and 
hearts.”

sharing of gifts is question-
able, however.
   Senior Evan Burke feels he 
gives more than receives gifts 
on Valentine’s Day. 
   “I’m always giving, never 
receiving,” Burke said. 
   On the other hand, Senior 
Kyle Cummings looks forward 
to gifts in the form of candy.
   “It’s a lot of giving sweets 
to ones you love,” Cummings 
said. “I’m loved a lot so I get a 
lot of sweets.” 
   Junior Will Geller makes it 
a point to send roses out to 

everyone.
   “[I send roses] to everyone 
because everybody needs a 
rose,” Geller said. 
   Assistant Principal Ali 
Hamka believes that it is nec-
essary to show love to people 
all year round instead of rely-
ing on one day out of the year 
to do so. 
   “I think the love you 
have for people shouldn’t 
only come around once a 
year.”Hamka said.
   Looking back on previ-
ous Valentine’s days, Senior 

Evan Burke said he spent his 
days crying while Librarian 
Nancy Waters recalls her best 
Valentine’s Day consisting of 
gifts from her daughter and 
grandson. 
   Senior couple Chrystyna 
Strumbos and Sam Coury 
commented on their plans for 
Valentine’s Day.
   “ [We are] Going out to 
Fleming’s and exchanging 
gifts later then just hanging 
out at one of our houses,” 
Strumbos said. 
   Auditorium manager Mark 

Hammell plans to take his 
wife dancing while Senior 
Aria Williams plans on treat-
ing her family to some choco-
lates this year.
   “I have been doing this for 
quite some time now,” Ham-
mell said. “I am taking my 
wife dancing this year.”
   Williams said, “This year is 
me year. I am getting some 
chocolates for my mother and 
going out to dinner.”
   As February 14 approaches, 
Seaholm feels the love in the 
air. 

Illustrations courtesy of Summer Benton
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   “I am looking forward to the 
college lifestyle and travel-
ing every weekend during the 
season,” Paritee said.
   Though Paritee’s recruitment 

process started later than most 
before his junior year, his deci-
sion came down to Grand Val-
ley, Ohio, Buffalo, or Central 
Michigan.
   “Grand Valley talked about 
all the stuff they can do for me, 
the player they can help me be-
come, and also 
the education 
I can get from 
there,” Paritee 
said. 
   According to 
DeWald, Paritee 
was very high 
on Grand Val-
ley’s recruiting 
board.
   “I wanna use 
it to see how 
far it can get 
me, use it to get 
an education, 
and possibly to 
make a career 
out of it,” Pari-
tee said. 
   Past Grand 
Valley, Paritee 
sees football 
in his future, 
possibly playing 
in the NFL or 
taking the steps 
to become a 
coach. 
   “If I do get the 

BU Skis into Top Season   
    Despite 
growing to 
be the larg-
est team in 
its history, 
the Bir-
mingham 
Unified 
Ski team 
has seen a 
successful 
season so 
far.
   The boys 
varsity team 
is currently 
in first 
place, and 
the girls 
varsity team 
is currently 
in second.
   “I think 
it’s been one of 
our better sea-
sons for our 
team,” junior captain Amanda 
Pierce said. “We’ve had some 
really, really good skiers join 
this year.”
   Coach Richard Tincu said 
the team has seen some chal-
lenges because of the growth 
of the team, but they handle 
it well. 
   “Just having a lot of people 
involved [is a challenge], so 
they have to take turns com-
ing down the course,” Tincu 
said. “On the other hand, 
they’ve been really good 
about it and the captains have 
helped by showing leader-
ship.”

   Tincu said the dedication 
and determination he’s seen 

from the team has made a 
difference. 
   “The behavior and the 
attitude of [the racers] is 
really special,” Tincu said. “I 
expected it to be a lot more of 
a problem than it is. There’s 
no horse play, there’s no fool-
ing around. They have a good 
time, but they keep on track.” 
   Pierce agreed saying, the 
“chemistry of the team” 
makes this season special.  
   “We have a really awesome 
team this year and everyone 
really gets along,” Pierce said. 
“It’s really nice. The bus is a 
little bit more cramped, but 

it’s really cool having so many 
kids there.”

   Some 
people say 
there are 
still some 
downsides 
to a larger 
team. 
Sophomore 
Tatum 
Hamaty 
says each 
racer gets 
less time 
to practice 
because 
everyone 
has to have 
a chance 
to go down 
the hill. 
   “The 
challenge 
is you only 
get two 
runs a race 
so if you 

Seaholm 2015 
Wrestling Team

      The 2014-2015 Seaholm 
Wrestling team, led by 
Coaches Neil Tuomi and 
Steve Stein, is in the midst of 
yet another successful season.
      At the district meet on 
February 7th, the Maples 
finished third in their division 
as a team. For their respective 
weight classes, Sophomore 
Blair Boerkoel, and  seniors 
Dakota Tuomi, Chris Sadatjoo 
finished first.
   “For any team in Michigan, 
the main goal is to finish top 
eight in the state,” Stein said.
   In his fourth year at 
Seaholm, Stein is the assistant 
coach of the Maples. Stein has 
been coaching for a total of 
fifteen seasons.
   Stein wants to teach kids the 
skills they need to know on 
the mat, but also off it as well.
   “I preach commitment, 
leadership, and the will to 
never give up when facing 
adversity,” Stein said. “A few 
wrestling moves as well.”
   According to Stein, one 
upcoming wrestler who is 
a key part of the team this 
year and has potential to be a 
captain next season is Peter 
Donaghue.
   According to Donaghue, he 
loves wrestling for the rush 
of adrenaline in the heat of 
the battle, and especially the 
satisfaction of winning.

   Donaghue also has high 
praise for both of his coaches.
   “Tuomi knows all the crazy 
moves no other schools have 
seen”,Donaghue said. “Stein is 
great at making the best drills 
for us in practice.”
   Senior captain Michael Sa-
datjoo also values his coaches.
   “Coach Tuomi and Coach 
Stein help me keep calm 
before my matches” Sadatjoo 
said.
   According to Donaghue, he 
wants to get to a point in his 
wrestling career where it feels 
one-hundred percent natural.
   Sadatjoo says this year’s 
Seaholm team has a good 
chance to make it to states.
   “We have a good shot this 
year unlike other years I’ve 
been at Seaholm” Sadatjoo 
said.
   As a captain, Sadatjoo says 
his main goal is to lead the 
team and make sure everyone 
stays focused and works as 
hard as possible.
   Sadatjoo hopes the team 
will make it to states, and also 
hopes he will also make it as 
an individual wrestler.
   Junior Wrestler Kenny Love 
has high praise for the senior 
captains. He said they lead in 
a positive way and treat every-
one on the team the same.
   “We feel comfortable talking 
to them because they are a 
part of our family” Love said.
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   With only a few minutes left 
in his high school 
football career, 
senior Austin Paritee 
didn’t want the 
memorable mo-
ments under the 
Friday night lights to 
end. The clock hit-
ting zero marked a 
bittersweet end and 
an exciting begin-
ning.
   After playing with 
the Birmingham 
Patriots, Berk-
shire Wildcats, and 
Seaholm Maples, 
Paritee will be taking 
his  football talents 
to the Grand Valley 
Lakers in the fall.
   A football player 
since fifth grade, 
Paritee committed to 
Grand Valley State 
University on Febru-
ary 4th.
   “I feel pretty good 
about it,” Paritee 
said. “I love the 
coaching staff, and 
the campus is really 
nice.” 
   As a receiver at Seaholm, 
Paritee was named team MVP, 
most skilled offensive player, 
and most valuable offensive 
player.  His junior year Paritee 
had 40 catches for 525 yards 
and five touchdowns. This past 
year, Paritee had 70 catches for 
700 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
   According to Seaholm head 
coach Jim DeWald, he expects 
Paritee to stand out at Grand 
Valley. 
   “I expect Austin to have a 
great career at Grand Valley as 
both a player and a student,” 
DeWald said. 
   As a top Division 2 team, 
Grand Valley’s success match-
es Paritee’s goals. 
   “They run a pretty efficient 
offense,” Paritee said. “It really 
does fit to a player like me and 
it does give me a lot of expo-
sure.”
    Paritee said,  playing in col-
lege has always been a goal of 
his and his teammates say they 
support of his commitment.
   “I’m really happy for him,” 
senior quarterback Tommy 
Sheppard said. “He deserves 
and has what it takes to play 
somewhere at the next level.”
   After a home game visit 
and an official weekend visit, 
Paritee is looking forward to 
continuing his football career.

chance to go pro or at least 
try it, I’ll definitely take it,” 
Paritee said.
   Becoming a graduate assis-
tant is one of the first steps to 

becoming a coach. According 
to Paritee, this is another long 
term goal of his.
   “I think he can go as far as 
he’s willing to work,” Shep-
pard said. “I can definitely see 
him having success at Grand 
Valley State, and he can devel-

op NFL potential while playing 
football there.” 
Paritee can often be found 
practicing as he plays year-
round, only taking time off for 

the Seaholm basket-
ball season. 
“He’s been dedicated 
to bettering himself 
and the teams he’s 
played on at Seaholm,” 
senior teammate Em-
mett Green said.
Paritee’s role on the  
Seaholm team is one 
he will miss. 
   “I’ll miss the atmo-
sphere of the home 
games and the thought 
of Friday night lights,”  
Paritee said. 
According to Paritee, 
memories of playing 
Groves and beating 
Southfield in the first 
round of playoffs 
last year have made 
Seaholm  special. 
   “Austin influenced 
his teammates with 
his personality and his 
play making ability,” 
DeWald said. “I think 
players believe that 
at any given moment 
Austin could have a 
highlight type play.”
   Paritee’s commit-

ment and determination are 
also displayed through his 
reaction a shoulder injury in 
his senior season. 
   “It did hurt me a lot because 
I sprained my AC which is 
a joint in my shoulder that 
allows for movemement,” 

Paritee to Play at Grand Valley State

Paritee said. “Now I’m still 
recovering because I lost so 
much muscle.”
   The two weeks he was out 
proved to be crucial games 
for Seaholm which ended in 
losses without Paritee.
   The respect Paritee’s team-
mates have for him correlates 
directly to the respect his 
coach has for him.
   “Austin is an extremely 
athletic football player that 
has great ball skills,” DeWald 

said. “Austin’s ability to catch 
the ball really stood out when 
colleges watched Austin on 
tape.”
    Paritee has served as a 
crucial member of Seaholm’s 
varsity team for years and will 
continue to do so at Grand 
Valley, according to DeWald.
   “Austin is the best natural 
athlete I’ve ever seen, and has 
the talent to go along with his 

athleticism,” Green said.

want to do well, it has to be in 
one of those and you don’t re-
ally get another try,” Hamaty 
said. 
   Tincu said he is looking 
forward to seeing the team 
continue their hard work 
throughout the rest of the 
season. He hopes to see the 
team continue on to Region-
als and States.
   Pierce says in order to do 
that the team has to continue 
to work together and support 
each other. 
   “We depend on each 
other for our team rankings,” 
Pierce said. “One good skier 
can’t bring the team up to 
first place in a race. So we 
need all of the subsequent 
skiers in order to be that 
good of a team. And that also 
comes from liking each other. 
Because you cheer each other 
on and it’s more of a team 
thing than just one person’s 

race.”

Photo Courtesy of Tatum Hamaty

Members of the Birmingham United ski team pose for a picture 
after practice at Mt. Brighton. 

Photo Courtesy of Kohsuke Tashiro
The senior men of the wrestling team pose for a photo after 
a meet. The team is currently ranked third in the OAA White 
Divison.

Photos Courtesy Of Austin  Paritee

Senior Austin Paritee catches the ball as a reciever for the football team. Paritee 
recently committed to play at Grand Valley State University for football. 
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