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   Senator Rick Jones has 
recently developed state 
Senate Bill 332, which 
would change the Minor In 
Possession (MIP) policy in 
the state of Michigan.
   In the state of Michigan, 
MIPs are distributed to 
anyone under the age of 
21 who possesses alcohol 
or has consumed 
alcohol above the 
legal limit, which 
is a 0.02 Blood 
Alcohol Content 
(BAC). If the mi-
nor is driving a 
vehicle, the Zero 
Tolerance Policy 
applies, which 
indicates that the 
BAC must be 0.0. 
MIPs are misde-
meanors and it 
stays on the record 
of anyone above 
the 

age of 16.
    Jones originally 
developed Senate 
Bill 332 to turn the 
first time a minor is 
given an MIP into 
a civil infraction. 
Civil infractions are 
closely related to driving tick-
ets, and they result in a fine.
    Senate Bill 332 also origi-
nally made the second MIP a 
civil infraction, but this time 
with an increased fine. The 
third time would be a misde-
meanor and it would go on 
the minor’s personal record.
   However, Jones has 
changed Senate Bill 332 in 
order to gain support from 
the judges.
   “In order to get the district 
judge’s support, the sub to the 
bill says you only get one time 
where it would be a civil [in-
fraction] and the second time 
would be a misdemeanor,” 
Jones said.
    According to Jones, the first 
civil infraction would result 
in a fine around one hundred 
dollars. After the first offense, 
the fine would stay about the 
same.
   “The second time the fine 
would probably be similar but 
there would be court costs 

involved and you would 
have a permanent 
criminal record,” Jones 

said.
   Jones believes 
that although an 
MIP is a seri-
ous offense, 
the initial 
misde-
meanor 
punish-
ment 

may 
not 
be 

quite as effective as Sen-
ate Bill 332.
   “I take alcohol offenses 
very seriously, but I do 

think that giving somebody 
a permanent criminal re-
cord the first offense is quite 
harsh,” Jones said.
   Jones isn’t alone in this 
belief. According to a High-
lander survey, 71 percent of 
Seaholm students believe 
that Michigan’s current MIP 
policy is too harsh. Concern-
ing Senate Bill 332, 77 per-
cent of those students think 
that changing the first offense 
to a civil infraction is a better 
alternative.
   According to Seaholm Col-
lege and Career Counselor 
Judith Stahl, when a student 
who received an MIP applies 
to college, they must report 
the offense to a Conduct Re-
view Committee that reviews 
the situation described.
   “The student must clear the 
Conduct Review Committee, 
or such named committee, of 
an institution prior to being 
considered for admission,” 
Stahl said. “Of course, this 
process varies from institu-

tion to institution.”
   Senior Claire Kelly* 
received an MIP at a party 
when she was a sopho-
more.
   “Someone upstairs yelled 

‘cops’ but I was in the 
kitchen so I 

couldn’t run 
out because 
the cops had 
already gone 
in,”  Kelly 
said. “Some-
one had 
opened 
the 

door for them because they 
didn’t know it was a cop. 
Everyone else who was in 
the basement ran into the 
woods.”
   According to Kelly, herself 
and about five boys remained 
in the kitchen while the 
Bloomfield Township Police 
officers came into the home. 
The police officers had her 
take a breathalyzer test along 
with everyone else who re-
mained.
   “They [the police officers] 
basically cornered me and 
I had to blow,” Kelly said. 
“There was a kid there who 
blew only 0.02 and he got an 
MIP.”
   Kelly’s blood alcohol con-
tent level was a 0.22, which 
is above the legal limit for a 
minor.
   Kelly’s parents later picked 
her up from the party. Two 
months later she received a 
letter in the mail informing 
her that her presence in court 
was mandatory.
    “I went to the judge and 
they asked a lot of questions,” 
Kelly said. “He basically 
gave me a paper and said the 

things I had to do for proba-
tion.”
    Since Kelly was under the 
age of 16, she didn’t have 
to go in and take a breatha-
lyzer each morning. Instead, 
her punishment was more 

focused on what she could 
learn from the experi-
ence.
    Kelly believes that the 
way students view police 
officers in the Birming-
ham and Bloomfield Hills 
cities is partially depen-

dent on the manner 
in which MIPs 

are distributed.
    “I feel like 
in Michigan 
people now 
get MIPs like 
tickets,” Kelly 
said. “So 
many people 
get them 
now that 
people don’t 
really view it 

as 

dif-
ferent. 
People need 
to look up 

to cops, they 
shouldn’t 
be afraid of 

cops.”
   Kelly’s punishment did have 
an influence on her and the 
way she viewed underage 
drinking.
   “I had to do 24 hours of 
community service, I had to 
go to a driving class, I had to 
go sit at the district court and 
watch people get arrested and 
get sentenced to jail and that 
was terrifying,” Kelly said. 
“The judge after asked what 
I learned from it and I had to 
explain.”
   The MIP is not on her per-
manent record because she 
was 15 at the time, but she 
still feels as if the punishment 
may have been too harsh.
   “I personally think that’s 
[Senate Bill 332] such a good 
idea because some kids when 
they get MIPs feel like their 
life is literally over and they 
get so upset,” Kelly said. “Its 
an awful thing to happen.”
   Kelly’s belief that an MIP 
may bring complete destruc-

Students Fundraising for Flint

Results are based off of a Highlander survey.
Graphic by Julia Wright

   The city of Flint, Michigan, 
has been dealing with prob-
lems with their water system 
for almost two years. The city’s 
appointed emergency manager, 
among others, made the call to 
switch Flint from the Detroit 
water system to water from the 
Flint River. 
 Many different groups at 
Seaholm are raising money and 
awareness, as well as collecting 
water bottles. These groups in-
clude the Black Student Union 
(BSU), Robotics Team, and the 
Flex program.
   This water did not have a 
reputation for being clean and 

safe, and it ended up corrod-
ing the pipes of the Flint water 
system, causing lead to leech 
into the water and leaving the 
citizens of Flint without safe 
water for drinking, cooking, or 
even showering. 
   Now, many are calling for 
the resignation and indict-
ment of criminal charges on 
Governor Rick Snyder. Ac-
cording to a survey conducted 
by the Highlander, 36% of 
respondents said that Snyder 
should not resign over the 
water crisis. 42% also said that 
Snyder should not be charged 
criminally. 
   Senior Jiiya Stubbs, Vice 
President of the Black Student 
Union (BSU) believes that 
Snyder should resign and be 

persecuted.
   “He permanently damaged 
an entire city of people with his 
choices,” Stubbs said. “It was 
definitely reckless endanger-
ment.”
   For the entirety of February, 
BSU is participating in commu-
nity projects for Black History 
Month. Their first project is 
collecting water bottles for 
Flint. Stubbs is also doing a 
solo project that goes hand-
in-hand with her Flex senior 
project about empathy. 
   “I’m going to have kids from 
Birmingham write letters to 
kids in Flint in their age range 
and drop them off when we 
drop off the water bottles,” 
Stubbs said. 
   Stubbs also agrees with Jean 

that something like the water 
crisis would not happen in a 
city like Birmingham. 
   “[The people of Flint] are 
economically disadvantaged 
and maybe [Snyder] thought he 
could get away with it because 
they don’t tend to have a lot of 
say in what happens in their 
communities,” Stubbs said. 
   As for how the water problem 
came to be, Stubbs thinks that 
it was pretty simple.
   “People were just making 
careless choices, and they hurt 
others in the process,” Stubbs 
said. 
   Stubbs has family in Flint, 
and she believes that everyone 
should help if they can.
   “It’s important to care about 
people outside your communi-

ty,” Stubbs said. 
   BSU is also hav-
ing a coffeehouse 
fundraiser on 
February 12, with 
admission being 
three dollars or 
a case of water 
bottles. It will be 
held in the Little 
Theater, and the 
Art Club is also 
helping out by 
making posters. 
   On Saturday 
February 6, 
junior Ellie Braun 
and others from 
Flex and BSU 

   For the 2015-2016 school 
year, a new club, the CYC, has 
formed to try and create posi-
tive change at Seaholm High 
School. 
   “CYC stands for claim your 
campus,” co-founder of the 
CYC branch at Seaholm, Luke 
Hardig, said. “It’s a weekly 
prayer group that meets once 
a week to pray over (for) the 
school.”
   Hardig is a junior at 
Seaholm, and over the sum-
mer he and many other stu-
dents went to a camp called 
Never the Same (NTS). 
   NTS exists to “see trans-
formation in the lives of 
students, preparation for 
youth ministries, and con-
nection that synergizes youth 
ministries and their church,” 
according to their mission 
statement at ntscamp.com.
   “One way the camp does 
this is by organizing the 
weekly prayer group CYC 
across the country,” Hardig 
said. 
   Through the inspiration 
from NTS, the CYC club at 
Seaholm was developed.
   “The goal for CYC is to have 
over a million students pray-
ing over their schools each 
week at every middle school 
and high school campus 
across the country,” Hardig 
said.
   Though the club has be-
come more prominent this 
year, this was not the first 
time a prayer club was held at 
Seaholm.
   “My brother, Connor Perry, 
actually started the group 
two years ago and he sort of 
passed it on to me to keep it 
going,” Sydney Perry, junior 
co-founder of CYC at Seaholm 
said. “We've heard about it 
from our church, Kensing-
ton, who has really gotten it 
started in our community.”
   As of right now, member-
ship is around twenty-five 
kids who attend meetings 
whenever they can. At any 
given meeting, you can find 
about eight to ten Seaholm 
students, according to Hardig 
and Perry.
   “Hopefully we can get that 
number even higher in the 
future,” Perry said.
   Although a religious club 
in a public school may cause 
controversy, the CYC’s goal 
stems from the general bet-
terment of the community.
   “The purpose for the club 
is to pray for its community, 

school and even the world 
around it,” Perry said. 
   This club isn’t only de-
veloping at Seaholm. Ac-
cording to Perry, there are 
groups forming at Bloomfield 
Hills, Berkley, Royal Oak, 
Cranbrook and Groves high 
schools.
   Members generally hear 
of the club through friends, 
or through NTS camp in the 
summer, according to mem-
ber Tatum Hammaty.
   “I joined because a few of 
my pals were running it and 
it seemed like a great oppor-
tunity to pray for change in 
our school,” Hammaty said. 
“I heard about it at the camp 
I was at this summer. They 
talked about it a lot and I 
thought it sounded cool.”
   Hammaty started attending 
the club the fall of this school 
year.
   A typical meeting starts 
with the members reading 
a bible verse and having a 
discussion about it. The lead-
ers take prayer requests, and 
the whole group prays for a 
number of different things at 
Seaholm and in the commu-
nity.
   “My favorite thing about it 
is starting my day off right 
with positivity,” Hammaty 
said.
   The club is very informal 
and laid back, just focus-
ing on achieving its goal; a 
more positive Seaholm High 
School.
   “It's very casual and quick,” 
Hammaty said. “It's a great 
time to just talk to people 
and start your day off on the 
right foot.” 
   The club is open to all 
grades, and doesn’t require 
anything from you but your 
attendance, according to 
Hardig. Though the club has 
its roots in religion, the lead-
ers are just looking to impact 
constructive change.
   “I know the whole 'Jesus' 
thing can be pretty over-
whelming, but we're really 
just a bunch of kids open to 
talking about pretty much 
anything,” Perry said. “If 
you need help, are interested 
in Christianity or prayer in 
general, or even if you have 
nothing to do and you feel 
like coming in, do it.”
   The club meets every 
Wednesday at eight in the 
morning in room A103.
   “You'll meet some amaz-
ing people and help build 
an awesome community at 
Seaholm,” Hammaty said.

CYC Club Comes 
to Seaholm

Caroline Owens
Features Editor
shshighlanderfeatures@gmail.com
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   Seniors Dustin Maylath-
Bryant and Jackson Mcelhen-
ney created the Change.org 
petition titled “Petitioning 
Seaholm Administration: End 
Student Section Restrictions” 
after an email was sent out by 
the Seaholm Administration 
describing the new Maple 
Forest protocol. The petition 
currently has 339 signatures 
from community members 
supporting the movement.
   “Students’ cheering sections 
for our teams need to remem-
ber that under the MHSAA 
[Michigan High School Ath-
letic Association] guidelines, 
students are to cheer for their 
teams and not against their 
opponents,” the administra-
tion email said. “Addition-
ally, there should never be 
comments that single out 
individual players, schools or 
anything that could be taken 
as attacking or mocking an-
other team member.”
   Maylath-Bryant emailed 
John Johnson, the Communi-
cations Director for the MH-
SAA in order to determine 
if the MHSAA does indeed 
regulate what students can 
and cannot say at sporting 
events.
   “It’s up to schools to de-
scribe and demand the high-
est levels of good sporting 
behavior for these events,” 
Johnson said. “Check with 
the administration at your 
school to see what its sports-
manship code says.”
   According to Johnson, the 
MHSAA doesn’t regulate 
what can be said at sporting 
events, and instead it is up to 
the school administration.
   Seaholm’s Code of Conduct 
at athletic events, may the 
game or practice be home or 
away, lists several goals for 
students to aim for. These 
goals include cheering for 
the school using devices like 
humor and creativity. It also 
states that the Seaholm ad-
ministration has the ability to 
enforce all of the goals during 
sporting events.
   Senior Sebastian Fay is 
one of the four leaders of the 

Melanie Taylor
Opinion Editor
shshighlanderopinion@gmail.com

MLK Day Assembly a Success
   Members and officers of 
both the Diversity Club and 
the Black Student Union 
(BSU) worked for approxi-
mately a month to put to-
gether an assembly honoring 
the impact Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s message currently 
has on the school. Students 
piled into the auditorium on 
January 8 for Seaholm’s an-
nual Martin Luther King Day 
assembly. 
   “Racism may have been 
expelled by law as in the civil 
rights movement and deseg-
regating schools, but it would 
still happen in ways that 
aren’t covered by the govern-
ment,” junior Mary Elizabeth 
Johnson, a student presenter 
at the assembly said.
   Johnson and her peers’ goal 
for this year’s assembly was to 
bring attention to the nuances 
of racism constantly occurring 
that often go unrecognized. In 
an educational environment, 
this means certain students 
are not being provided with 
the same advantages as 
another due to their outward 

racial appearance. 
   The students’ goal was to 
convey that Seaholm is not 
immune to micro aggressions. 
Micro aggressions are subcon-
scious acts of racism commit-
ted mostly by those who re-
main ignorant to appropriate 
conduct. This year’s assembly 
introduced an alternative 
course of action to students 
who accidentally cause dis-
comfort or even harm to their 
minority peers.
   “When black students are 
not competing as well or 
achieving as much as white 
students, it is not because of 
any racial thing,” Johnson 
said. “It is because they are 
statistically given a lesser 
opportunity. Their counselors 
are less likely to encourage 
them onto AP classes, things 
like that.”
   Students’ working together 
to combat racial stereotypes 
brings about a new age of 
development and progres-
sion toward universal ac-
ceptance. In addition to the 
participation by members of 
the Diversity Club and BSU, 
The Voices, Seaholm’s show 
choir, performed as well. This 
allowed other students an op-

portunity to play a role in the 
assembly.
   “[The assembly] has the 
greatest impact on those who 
get involved and those who 
get up on stage and organize 
it,” social studies teacher and 
sponsor of the Diversity Club 
Scott Craig said. “They really 
started thinking about is-
sues of diversity and what Dr. 
King’s message really meant 
to all of us and the relevance 
of that message today.”
   The personal touch resonat-
ed with students as conversa-
tions of the assembly lined the 
halls for days to come.
   “We just really wanted to 
talk about Birmingham Public 
Schools,” Johnson said. “It’s 
not really something that a lot 
of people touch on at Seaholm 
because it’s such a predomi-
nantly white school. There 
were kids who really liked it 
and there were kids who really 
didn’t and I really wanted to 
have people talk about it.”
   Controversy sprung from 
certain elements of the origi-
nal assembly’s content. Pieces 
of the presentation had to be 
cut before it was shown to the 
student body.
   “A problem that we have 

had in the past is we want to 
keep our passion and we want 
to talk about these issues but 
we also come to the problem 
where we don’t want to make 
people uncomfortable or the 
school district doesn’t want to 
make people uncomfortable,” 
Johnson said.
   Leslie Martin, sponsor of 
the BSU, rendered this year’s 
turnout a success.
   “I felt like [the audience 
was] genuinely listening and 
they genuinely cared about 
the topic, the fact that it was 
MLK,” Martin said. “As I 
watched them watching the 
assembly, I felt like they were 
receiving it.”
   One highlight of the as-
sembly was the speaker, Dr. 
Jay Marx of Oakland Schools. 
With ten years of public 
speaking on racism and social 
justice under his belt, Marx 
was able to convey a new ap-
proach students could employ 
if they begin to notice a natu-
ral urge towards racist micro 
aggressions.
   “I get to do some of the work 
I’m most passionate about 
as a part of my job so it’s 
almost like getting paid to do 
something you would do for 

free,” Marx said. “I also like 
to think about the impact that 
the work that I contribute has 
on students, adults, educators 
and parents. I’m hoping that 
the work that I contribute is 
having a positive impact on 
people.”
   Marx details a three-step 
system of targeting the racist 
mannerisms in adolescents 
as individual students and as 
a whole, marginally diverse 
community.
   First, self reflection must 
be imposed to determine 
when, where and to whom 
there may be predisposi-
tions. In doing this, students 
can move to shutting down 
those thoughts as they occur. 
Marx’s final message was 
for the student body to then 
share these tools and elicit 
widespread change.
   “My message to you all that 
day was to encourage each 
and every one of us to make 
everyone an active participant 
against injustice and really 
to be an ally,” Marx said. “I 
think that if everyone does 
something these systems of 
oppression would start to go 
away.”
   The importance of find-

ing connections between 
this message and Seaholm 
in particular was the main 
focus of this year’s assembly.
   “With regard to Seaholm, 
most students probably 
don’t realize that there’s 
much prejudice going on, 
but, if you talk to the Af-
rican American students, 
they’ve got a lot of experi-
ences where they felt they 
were possibly discriminated 
against,” Craig said. “I think 
having an assembly like this 
in the school helps raise 
some of those issues.”
   Presenters and observers 
alike carry the impact of this 
assembly with them. This 
in and of itself succeeds in 
honoring Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.
   “For the most part, we just 
wanted people to know that 
MLK day isn’t just about the 
civil rights act,” Johnson 
said. “It’s about watching 
out for each other, watching 
out for the minorities in the 
school district and I feel like 
we kind of shed some light 
on that.”

Instagram Comments Result 
in Brother Rice Punishment

Becca Mendel
Guest Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   On the morning of January 
8, news spread of the con-
troversial words commented 
on junior Chase Powers’ 
Instagram photo. After a long 
discussion between various 
Seaholm and Brother Rice 
students, Rick Horton*, a 
senior who attends Brother 
Rice High School, made a 
comment on the Instagram 
post. Horton has asked to re-
main anonymous, and he has 
also declined to comment. 
In the comment, Horton 
tagged three Jewish stu-
dents who attend Seaholm. 
   “Is there an easy access 
gas chamber you and your 
friends could use @chase_
powers @alex_shulman 
@laxer_bro35,” Horton 
wrote.
   According to Powers, 
a previous incident on 
Instagram occurred between 
himself and another Brother 
Rice senior. Powers ran into 
the Brother Rice student at a 
local gym, where they had a 
heated verbal confrontation. 
He claims this was the same 
night of when the harass-
ment began on his Instagram 
photo.
   “The night before, a few 
kids started commenting on 
the photo,” Powers said. “The 
next day, the Rice students 
started talking about it at 
school and other kids started 
to jump on it. That’s when 
things started escalating…
the first Jewish comment that 
was made called me and a 
few other [Seaholm] students 
‘little Jew boys’.” 
   As the morning progressed, 
nearly eighty comments were 
posted on Powers’ photo.
However, the gas chamber 
comment seemed to stand 
out the most.
   Seaholm junior Alex Shul-
man was one of the students 
tagged in the comment.
   “I was taken aback,” Shul-
man said. “I didn’t know 
people said stuff like that and 
in this area. I’ve never met 
him. I didn’t even know this 
person existed.” 
   Disturbed by the com-
ment, Shulman decided to 
take action by way of social 
media. Shulman tweeted a 
screenshot of the Instagram 
comment and tagged Brother 
Rice, Mercyhurst University-
where the Rice student plans 
on attending next year, as 
well as the Mercyhurst la-
crosse team. 
   According to Shulman, after 
Horton saw the tweet, he 
contacted Shulman through 
Twitter direct messages and 
asked for the tweet to be 
taken down.
   After approximately forty 
minutes and over sixty 
retweets, Shulman deleted his 
tweet regarding the Insta-
gram comment. 

   “A bunch of kids wanted 
to say something, but I told 
them to stop,” Shulman 
said. “He got the point. Even 
though people can say bad 
things, I don’t think you 
should hold someone’s words 
completely against them or 
their character. To just have 
one comment ruin your future 
and image is wrong. Once he 
learned his lesson and saw 
that what he did was wrong, 
that was enough.” 
   Seaholm Assistant Principal 
Ali Hamka believes that the 
administration side of this 

incident can be handled when 
students feel unsafe.  
   “If you’re not comfortable 
coming to school then we 
have a problem,” Hamka said. 
“That’s where administra-
tion gets involved in it. If this 
were to happen at Seaholm, I 
would investigate it just like 
any bullying or harassment 
case. I would try to figure out 
who’s involved. I would call 
the students in and expect an 
apology followed by further 
disciplinary action. We know 
it’s wrong for anybody to 
infringe, or put down, or open 
up anything that’s emotion-
ally traumatizing.” 
   Brother Rice President John 
Birney believes in a situation 
like this, it can be difficult to 
determine whose job it is to 
take action.
   “One of the challenges for 
parents, schools and other 
authorities is determining 
where and when unacceptable 
behavior occurs and whether 
or not the institution has 
jurisdiction to act,” Birney 
said. “It doesn’t justify the be-
havior, but it does challenge 
institutions such as a school 
to determine how best to 
respond or even if a response 
is appropriate. While the 
behavior is not condoned, it 
isn’t always clear that a school 
or church or a job should or 
can intervene to discipline 
someone.”
   Brother Rice Principal 
Michael Segvich thinks it is 
important to view the actions 
of Horton as a separate entity 
from Brother Rice itself.
   “This behavior does not 
represent the values of our 
Catholic faith or institution,” 
Segvich said. “Brother Rice 
does not comment on matters 
of student discipline other 
than to state that the school 
has dealt with the matter.”
   The Jewish teen community 
of Seaholm and Groves rallied 
together in solidarity. There 
have been at least three differ-

ent reports of students email-
ing the Brother Rice adminis-
tration to communicate their 
concerns about the matter.
   “Comments and images of 
this sort carry such evil that it 
would be irresponsible by us 
as Jews to turn a blind eye,” 
Powers said. 
   The social media attacks did 
not end with the initial com-
ments on Powers’ Instagram 
photo. On Saturday, Janu-
ary 16, a photo circulated via 
Snapchat of a group of juniors 
posing behind a large swas-
tika made out of beer cans. 

The swastika covered an 
entire ping-pong table 
and featured over one 
hundred cans of beer. 
The picture was cap-
tioned, “This is 100% 
GOAT”-GOAT being an 
acronym for greatest of 
all time. The photo was 
sent from the account 
of a Brother Rice junior. 
Horton does not appear 

to be involved in this second 
incident. 
   “I don’t know if this was a 
response to the Instagram,” 
Shulman said. “It’s a different 
group of kids. I’m not even 
sure if they are friends. It was 
just ignorance. The signifi-
cance behind it, not just for 
Jewish people but everyone 
afflicted by the Holocaust, it’s 
just hurtful-there’s no need 
for that in any situation.” 
  Barbara Harte, a social stud-
ies teacher at Seaholm, sent 
an email to Principal Segvich 
alerting him of the situation. 
   “I was shocked to find out 
what had transpired,” Harte 
said. “I was appalled.”
   In her 32 years working 
in the Birmingham Public 
Schools District, Harte says 
that she has heard of situa-
tions involving race and anti-
Semitism, but had not seen 
anything like the Instagram or 
Snapchat before. 
   “I know it happens, I know 
it’s not a Brother Rice thing, 
it’s something that permeates 
our culture,” Harte said. “So-
cial media has made it so easy 
to sit behind a screen and say 
things that you would never 
say out loud or anywhere 
else.”  
   President Birney describes 
the affect of the student’s ac-
tions on the institutions.
   “I do not know if the fact 
that students from Brother 
Rice or Seaholm were in-
volved has any connection 
with the schools, but I do 
understand that people will 
make the link and draw 
conclusions about both the 
individual and the institu-
tion.” Birney said. “Personal 
accountability is a difficult 
lesson to learn, but students 
are a work in progress and we 
do our best to make mistakes 
a teachable moment whenever 
possible.”

*This is not the actual name 
of the source.

MIP
Cont. from page 1

Maple Forest. He claimed that 
this year the administration 
has created strict rules for the 
Maple Forest to abide by.
   “First of all, we have been 
told that we cannot regard the 
other team in any way,” Fay 
said. “The only cheering that 
we can do is supportive cheers 
towards our team. Also, we 
have been stopped from mak-
ing noise to distract the other 
players during a free throw in 
basketball or a serve in vol-
leyball.”
   Seaholm Assistant Principal 
Ali Hamka stated that there 
are no restrictions or rules as 
to what the Maple Forest can 
chant during games. Instead, 
he said there is one rule: 
respect.
   “The expectation here is that 
when you come to a game that 
you’re respectful to those who 
come in, you respect them for 
who they are, and you don’t 
target any students,” Hamka 
said.
   Maylath-Bryant believes 
that the Maple Forest hasn’t 
ever chanted any disrespect-
ful comments during sporting 
events.
   “They tell us not to use pro-
fanity and derogatory terms 
and we don’t,” Maylath-Bry-
ant said. “We cheer and chant 
other things, like intimidating 
or humorous things.”
   However, Hamka stated that 
he has personally had to issue 
apologies on behalf of stu-
dents due to comments and 
chants said at sporting events. 
He believes this behavior not 
only reflects on the individual 
chanting, but also on the en-
tire school.
   “We are one of the most 
prestigious schools in the 
state,” Hamka said. “Is our 
behavior and the way we 
treat people who come to our 
games is equivalent to our 
academics? The answer is no.”
   Senior Joseph Ashcraft is 
a captain for the boys’ var-
sity basketball team. He said 
when the Maple Forest at-
tends the games, he and other 
players aren’t and shouldn’t 
be distracted by the com-
ments being made from the 
student section.
   “I think part of the game is 
what the fans will say,” Ash-
craft said, “and if you aren’t 

mentally tough enough to 
handle what they say, you re-
ally shouldn’t be in the game.”
   According to Hamka, when 
disrespectful or distracting 
comments are made from an 
individual in the Maple For-
est, the student is brought in 
the hall to discuss the mean-
ing of the comment. 
   “Initially what happens is we 
have a conversation,” Hamka 
said. “Nine times out of ten I 
tell them to come back in.”
   During a varsity boys’ 
basketball game, Maylath-
Bryant decided to stand up 
and say that he had lost his 
first amendment right after he 
was directly talked to about 
shouting “air ball” during the 
game. 
   “I got yelled at and then I 
started yelling that I lost my 
first amendment right and 
they took my speaker away,” 
Maylath-Bryant said. “They 
took that away and told me to 
sit down.”
   Fay believes that some re-
strictions on what can be said 
should be in place, but this 
shouldn’t hinder the abilities 
for students to express what 
team they are supporting.
   “We don’t want to be 
restriction-free, but we want 
the restrictions to be reason-
able and practical,” Fay said. 
“What we want is for students 
to be able to cheer both for 
their team and against the 
other team, just as people 
have been doing in the world 
of sports since their creation.”
   Although Hamka stated that 
he doesn’t believe the validity 
of the petition is relevant, he 
has agreed to correspond with 
Maylath-Bryant and Mcel-
henney in order to determine 
what goals would best serve 
the Maple Forest and the ad-
ministration. Ashcraft is one 
of the students who signed the 
petition. 
   “I signed it because I think 
it takes away from the expe-
rience of going to the game 
even though I am a player 
and I’m not part of the stu-
dent section during games,” 
Ashcraft said. “I still feel like 
it takes away from the high 
school experience of going to 
games and cheering on your 
team.”

tion in the mind of a student 
may be common. However, 
Stahl contacted numerous 
colleges and universities in 
the state of Michigan about 
whether or not the MIP report 
has a large impact on the ap-
plication process and admit-
tance of the student. 
   “Another selective school 
in Michigan advised me that 
unless it’s a serious infraction 
involving serious harm to an-
other individual or academic 
fraud, the admission review 
remains the same,” Stahl said. 

“What really helps the student 
is being upfront and honest 
about it – acknowledge they 
made a mistake, own it, and 
apologize.”
   Jones believes that minors 
may drink partially because 
they may not realize that an 
offense is a possibility. Due to 
this, he thinks a civil infrac-
tion the first time would be 
a better wake-up call to the 
minor.
   “I think that young people 
who drink alcohol think 
that they can never get into 

trouble or they wouldn’t take 
the chance,” Jones said.
   Jones is pleased with the 
approval he has received from 
the public, and he thinks 
that many people agree that 
a criminal record on the first 
offense may be too harsh. 
   Although Kelly said that she 
learned a lot from her experi-
ence, she supports Senate Bill 
332 out of practicality.
   “Kids are in high school and 
they’re going to drink,” Kelly 
said.
   *This is not the actual name 
of the source. This name has 
been randomly assigned to 
protect the identity of the 
source.
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   You hit the brakes and the 
car doesn’t stop. It skids 
across the ice as you pump 
the brakes, but this is beyond 
the control of you or even the 
car. The danger of driving 
in the winter 
continues to 
be a danger-
ous activity, 
especially to 
teenagers who 
have not had 
enough expe-
rience driving 
to know how 
to do it safely.
   According to 
the National 
Highway 
Traffic Safety 
Association, 
there are over 
five million 
car accidents 
every year. 
From these 
five million, 
approximately 
thirty thou-
sand people 
are killed 
every year. More than eleven 
percent of fatal car accidents 
are not caused by texting, or 
drunk driving, or distracted 
driving, but merely by bad 
weather.
   Senior Amanda Meso was in 
a car accident on Telegraph 

road while it was snowing.
   “I felt the impact when we 
were stopped at a red light,” 
Meso said. “The car behind 
me couldn’t stop and hit our 
parked car while going over 
fifty miles per hour.”
   Meso was transported the 
from the scene of the accident 
to the hospital. She left the 

hospital with minor injuries, 
but many others are not quite 
as lucky.
   According to the California 
Department of Motor Ve-
hicles, teenagers are more 
likely than adults to drive 
recklessly, especially with one 

or more other teen passengers 
in the car. Teens often under-
estimate dangerous situa-
tions, such as unsafe weather. 
Adults who have been driving 
much longer and have more 
experience may be less likely 
to get in a car accident.
   Driving in the winter doesn’t 
have to be completely avoid-

ed, but 
it should be handled very cau-
tiously. While operating a mo-
tor vehicle, students should 
always be cautious. While 
the weather is extremely bad, 
driving should be monitored 
and attempts to stay off the 

roads should be made.
   Many students think they 
are safe to drive recklessly if 
they have a car that’s known 
for being good in the winter 
weather, but this isn’t the 
case. No matter what car is 
being driven, there is always 
a risk.
   Last winter, while speeding 

down my street, 
my car slid on 
ice and spun off 
the road. I used 
to not be wor-
ried about winter 
driving, because 
I drive a Jeep 
Liberty with 
four-wheel drive. 
Though it does 
help, four-wheel 
drive doesn’t 
guarantee a safe 
trip while on the 
roads in dan-
gerous weather 
conditions.
   What a lot of 
students need to 
be aware of is the 
drive to school. 
Many may ac-
cidently speed 
while on their 
way to school, 

and there’s been numer-
ous times that I’ve almost got-
ten in accidents while rushing 
to get to class on time. This is 
a dangerous time because not 

   If you were to fall off the 
edge of this lackluster, mod-
ern world, you might find 
yourself immersed in an alter-
native realm full of untamable 
clashes and flaming arrows. 
There would be gruesome 
goblins and stoic heroes all 
around. What would really 
stand out, though, is that 
you wouldn’t feel alone at 
all. Welcome to the world of 
Dungeons and Dragons. 
   Seaholm students now have 
the opportunity to directly ex-
perience this world with their 
friends. The Dungeons and 
Dragons (D&D) Club meets 
every Monday in room G008, 
which is the room at the back 
of the cafeteria. 
   Sophomore Nick Dempsey, 
who founded the club, said 
that the meetings usually run 
from three to five after school. 
“There was a D&D Club at 
Derby,” Dempsey said. 
   However, there’s never 
been a club like it at Seaholm 
before. Many are unsure how 
this fantasy roleplaying game 
is played. 
   “The goal is to complete 
quests,” Dempsey said. “One 
guy is the dungeon master, 
everyone else is a character. 
It’s a group storytelling game. 
Characters take part with 
their actions. The dungeon 
master sets up the scene and 
creates the world.” 
   Flex teacher Ben Briere, the 
club sponsor, agrees.

Wi-Fi Woes 

   I, like many of my other 
classmates, am beginning to 
narrow down my decision of 
what college to attend in the 
fall of 2016. Many factors will 
determine my decision, but 
one will carry more weight 
than others. That factor is 
cost. 
   A popular topic in the 
American news cycle is the 
amount of money colleges 
are charging young teenagers 
trying to get an education. It’s 
in the presidential candidate 
debates, in the newspapers 
and on social media. These 
schools are charging 50,000 
dollars a year for an educa-
tion, and many students and 
parents believe this is insane.
   As a young man trying to 
figure all of this out, my main 
question was simply “Why?”
   Why does it cost so much? 
Where does my money even 
go? Does it actually cost that 
much, or once I apply and get 
my FAFSA grant back will it 
be manageable? These are 
questions that I’ve been ask-
ing myself, and I’m sure many 
others have too.

tv with the big box in the back 
and hang the 45 inch plasma 
on the wall. Colleges, just like 
people, upgrade their facilities 
to enhance the quality of life. I 
wouldn’t attend a school with 
dorms from the 1990’s, and 
neither would you.
   According to OnWisconsin, 
the UW-Madison campus 
magazine, since 1970, non-
resident tuition has ballooned 
from 1,700 dollars a year to 
24,000 a year at The Univer-
isty of Wisconsin, Madison. 
So if it isn’t the bells and 
whistles accounting for that 
extra 22,300 a year, then 
what is it?
   “There’s a few reasons why, 
but first we will start with a 
simple business model,” Ar-
chibald said. “When the value 
of what you’re selling goes up, 
so does the price.”
   According to Archibald, in 
1980 a worker with a college 
degree made 40 percent more 
than a worker with a high 
school diploma. Thirty-six 
years later, the percentage 
has doubled. A worker with a 
college degree now makes 80 
percent more than one with 
just a high-school diploma.

   As students go after a col-
lege education, the cost of the 
educators goes up because it 
takes more money to hire the 
higher educated professors. 
Some schools require their 
faculty to have the highest 
degree in their subject in 
order to teach, and since they 
are very highly educated, they 
cost more to hire.
   According to Archibald, 
another reason tuition prices 
have gone up so exponentially 
is the growth of technology.
   “Almost every profession 
now has some sort of new 
technology.” Archibald said. 
“Not only do you have to 
purchase all of it, but you also 
have to train the staff how to 
use all of it since they never 
grew up with it.”
   According to the College 
Board most colleges have 
steadily increased tuition 
every year, but the ‘Net Cost’ 
for the average student has 
stayed the same since 2007. 
The Net Cost is what you 
actually pay for your school-
ing, not the price you see on 
the website.
   “The sticker price isn’t real,” 
Archibald said.

College Costs Rising
Adam Klepp
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   Let’s just start with the 
simple reasoning. My as-
sumption was simply, “well 
I’ve visited these campuses. 
They have wi-fi everywhere, 
beautiful new buildings, 
ping-pong tables in the dorm 
rooms, perfectly manicured 
grounds, no wonder I’m pay-
ing so much.” 
   According to Professor Rob-
ert Archibald from the College 
of William and Mary, and Co-
Author of the book “Why does 
college cost so much?” this 
is a common misconception 
people have about the rising 
tuition costs.
   “Yes, its costing colleges 
more to have better dorms 
and other facilities, but isn’t 
that true in day to day life?” 
Archibald said.
   Dorm rooms and remodel-
ing contribute to the rising 
cost of college tuition, but the 
cost of living in America has 
been steadily rising as well, so 
the increasing tuition price is 
natural.
   As time goes on, people 
upgrade. Take out the wood 
counter-tops, put in the 
granite. 
   Take out the curved screen 

Peter Peterson
Staff Writer
shshighlanderstaff@gmail.com

   “I acknowledge that the use 
of District technology is a 
privilege and with that privi-
lege I have no expectation of 
privacy… I understand that 
use of this technology can 
be monitored electronically 
by District Personnel at any 
time,” the Technology Accept-
able Use Agreement said.
   It’s no secret that students 
are monitored at Seaholm. 
It’s the first rule of both the 
staff and student Technol-
ogy Acceptable Use Agree-
ment, an agreement that any 
student or staff member with 
Wi-Fi access must sign. 
   As of late, there have been 
more than a few students 
barred from Wi-Fi access due 
to violations of the district’s 
rules. Students have been 
told it is because they have 
torrenting software on their 
laptops. 
   In order to gain access to 
free copies of movies, albums, 
or even books, all people 
have to do is install a simple 
computer program such as 
uTorrent or BitTorrent and 
head to a popular torrenting 
site like the Pirate Bay. This 
process is called Pirating. 

Through this process, people 
are able to use or reproduce 
another work without any 
authorization. 
   Piracy, made illegal by copy-
right laws meant to preserve 
the value of creative work, 
could leave an offender with a 
criminal record and up to five 
years of jail time. However, 
due to the unregulated nature 
of the internet, is often viewed 
as safe enough. 
   Many in the torrenting 
community have evaded any 
legal troubles through the use 
of VPN’s or Virtual Private 
Networks that they pay for on 
a monthly or annual basis to 
encrypt their data as if they 
were on a private network. 
   Senior Ben Scheiwe, blocked 
for allegedly using a torrent-
ing software while on the 
districts network, went to 
assistant principal Ali Hamka 
in order to get back on the 
network. 
   “I just had to tell Hamka I 
couldn’t use the internet and 
he got it unbanned,” Scheiwe 
said.
   Leisa Passarelli, a com-
puter technology teacher 
at Seaholm, is aware of the 
punishment process that each 

“It’s co-storytelling at its fin-
est,” Briere said. “The dun-
geon master is the author, 
they provide the setting and 
plot.” 
   He mentioned non-player 
characters, as well, which are 
characters controlled by the 
dungeon master rather than 
other players. 
   According to the D&D Of-
ficial Homepage, Dungeons 
and Dragons was first pro-
duced by Gary Gygax and 
Dave Arneson in 1974.  Also, 
in 2006, a massively-multi-
player online version of the 
game was released, rendering 
it more accessible than before.      
Within less than two years, 
thousands of hand-assembled 
copies of the game sold out 
after being released. 
   D&D has grown to gain a 
huge national and worldwide 
since, but its local popular-
ity doesn’t quite live up to its 
national reputation. 
   “A few people know about 
it, but most people don’t,” 
Dempsey said. 
   That could change now, 
though, since Seaholm has its 
own D&D Club. At club meet-
ings, members split into two 
groups that are each led by 
one member. Dempsey is one 
of them. 
   “We have nine people, 
which is a lot to deal with [in 
the game], so we have two 
groups,” Dempsey said, “it’s 
easier.” 

Graphic by Julia Wright

Flint 
Cont. from page1

held a rally at the corner of 13 
Mile and Woodward to raise 
awareness for the Flint Water 
Crisis. The main organizers 
included junior Mary Eliza-
beth Johnson, Braun, and 
seniors Summer Benton and 
Stubbs. 
   “We want to put pressure on 
our state leaders in Michigan 
to do more for the Flint Water 
Crisis and accept the fact 
that they made this mistake 
themselves,” Braun said. “It 
could have been completely 
prevented.”
   Braun said that many people 
in this area don’t understand 
the severity of the issue, so 
raising awareness is extreme-
ly important. 
   “Even if only ten people 
came [to the rally], it would 
be better than never having 
done it,” Braun said. 
   Braun concurs with Stubbs 
that Snyder should resign 
and criminally charged. She 
believes that he committed 
a criminal act on the city of 
Flint, and he should be held 
responsible. 
   “Because of his actions, a 
whole city of people is poi-
soned,” Braun said. “They 
can’t leave their houses 
because you can’t sell your 
house when you knowingly 

have lead issues, and they also 
have to pay for their water 
even though there’s lead in 
it because if they don’t have 
running water in the house 
child protective services can 
come take their children.” 
   Braun believes that Snyder 
knew about this the entire 
time, and that people in 
Birmingham and around the 
country need to stand up to 
help the city of Flint. 
   “Is something’s not right, 
you should speak up about it,” 
Braun said. “You shouldn’t be 
a bystander.”
   The Unified Seaholm and 
Groves Robotics Team is 
helping collect water bottles 
as well. The team is extremely 
dedicated to philanthropy, 
according to engineering 
teacher and head coach 
Bernie Simms and science 
teacher and assistant coach 
Patrick Hoover. 
   “We don’t just build the ro-
bots and go to competitions,” 
Simms said. “The best and 
highest awards are the Chair-
man’s Award or the Founda-
tion Award. That award is 
not won by being the most 
competitive and winning the 
tournaments, but what you do 
outside of that.”
   They mostly try to con-

tribute to STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and 
math) awareness by putting 
on workshops, but they felt 
this was an important cause. 
   “We know we’re only go-
ing to collect a tiny portion 
of what is needed, but since 
we live in such an affluent 
district, it isn’t such a burden 
for us to go out and collect 
water,” Simms said. “We’re 
trying to build better human 
beings.”
   Neither Hoover or Simms 
felt like they knew enough 
about the crisis to definitively 
speak on whether or not Sny-
der should resign, but agreed 
that people should help Flint 
however they can. 
   Valerie Jean is one of the 
main organizers of the Detroit 
Light Brigade, an organization 
that helps organize creative 
protests and direct action. 
The Light Brigade recently 
organized a protest in Flint 
over the water crisis. The or-
ganization is about ten people 
strong.
   “It’s really about meaning-
ful, artful protest,” Jean said. 
   The Detroit Light Brigade 
makes signs out of lights to 
call more attention to their 
cause. Jean believes that the 
Brigade will help most people 
that ask them to help organize 
a protest. The protest in Flint 
was started because some 

community members called 
the Brigade. 
   “We’re nonviolent social 
changers,” Jean said. 
   Jean says that the Flint wa-
ter protest had a huge turn-
out; between three and four 
hundred people showed up to 
protest at its peak. 
   “It was huge,” Jean said. 
“There were people lined up 
for blocks. It was a huge mes-
sage that we had to get out.”
   According to Jean, the main 
point of the protest was to call 
for action to be taken against 
Governor Snyder.
   “We were calling for the 
investigation, indictment and 
arrest of Governor Snyder,” 
Jean said.
   Jean pointed out that ac-
cording to the United Na-
tions, denying a group of 
people access to clean water is 
an act of terrorism.
   For Jean, it all comes down 
to the emergency managers 
who have been assigned to 
struggling Michigan cit-
ies.  According to the Detroit 
Water Brigade, back in May 
2015, as many as 40 percent 
of Detroit residents had their 
water shut off because they 
were not paying their bills on 
time. 
   “A few years back [the city 
of Detroit] voted out emer-
gency managers,” Jean said. 
“A few months after we voted 

them out, the Governor gave 
them to us anyways.”
   Jean believes that emergen-
cy managers are unconstitu-
tional and take away complete 
democracy. 
   “There’s no citizen control 
of the government anymore,” 
Jean said. “The mayors don’t 
have any say, city council 
doesn’t have any say, no 
elected officials have any say.”
   According to Jean, members 
of her community call the 
emergency managers “dicta-
tors” because it is only one 
person with all of the power. 
   “The emergency manager 
[Darnell Earley] that is in 
charge of Detroit Public 
Schools right now, with all the 
walkouts, is the same gentle-
man who made the switch 
from Detroit water to the Flint 
water system,” Jean said.  
   All in all, Jean believes that 
emergency managers are 
unconstitutional and that this 
would not have happened in a 
richer, whiter suburb. 
   “It doesn’t even matter 
what I think,” Jean said. “The 
statistics show that these 
emergency managers are only 
put into place in mostly black, 
financially-strapped areas 
where there used to be indus-
try but it moved out.”
   She argues that poor White, 
Latino, Arab and immigrant 
communities do not get as-

signed emergency managers 
in the same manner as poor 
black communities do. 
   As for a solution, Jean 
believes that it may be beyond 
fixing. She says that replacing 
the water infrastructure alone 
would take ten years and a 
huge amount of money. The 
right thing to do, according to 
Jean, would be to relocate the 
people of Flint to make sure 
they have safe housing and 
clean water. 
   The point Jean emphasized 
the most, however, came 
down to just one word: love. 
   “Here in Detroit and in 
Flint, we love our families, we 
love our communities, we love 
our children, we love each 
other,” Jean said. “Waging 
love at this time has become 
a revolutionary act that we’re 
needing to spread like wild-
fire.”
   Jean urges people around 
the world to band together in 
protest. 
   “We are needing all of our 
brothers and sisters from 
all over the world to come 
together with us and fight for 
water equality,” Jean said. 
“We have to love each other 
enough to make sure that ev-
eryone has clean water. We’re 
in a global water crisis.”

See Dungeons at seaholm-
highlander.wordpress.com See Driving at seaholmhigh-

lander.wordpress.com

See Wi-Fi at seaholmhigh-
lander.wordpress.com
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  The average student will 
experience a plethora of 
electronic activities daily. 
Smart boards delineate their 
math lesson, keyboards clack 
through their english lec-
ture, and their smartphones 
riddle the halls with the gift 
of Google. Endless knowl-
edge pours from the screens 
that illuminate at the tips of 
Seaholm students’ fingers.
   In a growing age of cyber-
centric life, the application of 
technology to an educational 
setting is an important piece 
of a well-rounded classroom 
experience. In order for stu-
dents to continue to use these 
tools after the bell rings, they 
must be trusted with entree 
to the holy grail of Wi-Fi. The 
Highlander staff believes it is 
an educator’s responsibility to 
allow students the opportu-
nity to continue their learn-
ing once they leave a class by 
granting those students access 

Staff Editorial

Deforestation Pete’s
Peeves

  Now that 
the holiday 
spirit has 
come and 
gone and 
the cold 
winter chill 
has crept 
in, a biting 
northern 

wind fills the sails of a ship 
called Responsibility. For 
me, its cargo includes a new 
newspaper issue, college audi-
tions, rehearsal and research 
papers.  For others it’s freight 
bears other names; SAT regis-
tration, next years scheduling, 
keeping grades up, college ap-
plications, competing extra-
curricular activities and even 
rallying for Flint. 
   So many things to com-
plain about, so little time. So 
instead of wasting my time on 
whining as per usual, I’d like 
to sing some praises. Or at 
least I’d like to try. 
   In the next few months, 
Birmingham Public Schools 
(BPS) will start patting itself 
on the back for high SAT 
scores across the district. It 
really is a wondrous thing that 
we are able to perform so well 
on arbitrarily scored and writ-
ten tests. 
   Thank God we have a leg up 
on people in poorer areas that 
can’t afford the tutoring and 
study guides. That way we 
can keep the wealth around 
our beautiful haven of yuppie 
values. I find it so satisfying 
when the system is designed 
to keep me on top. 
   Luckily, if you don’t score 
high on the ACT you can pour 
yourself into one, or several, 
of Seaholm’s many extracur-
riculars. This way if the school 
hasn’t given you the tools to 
sell yourself through your 
grades, or if you got a 2300 
instead of a 2400, and a B+ in 
AP Chemistry, you still have a 
shot at happiness. 
   Be your best advocate and 
bump yourself up to Varsity 
Athlete status in some college 
essays, ham fist your way into 
some obscure Honors Society. 
Just make sure that you put 
up a facade, because if there’s 
anything I’ve learned from my 
college application experi-
ence, it’s that nobody wants 
me for simply who I am. 
   Yes, even though Seaholm 
only offers two courses in the 
theater arts, taught by the 
same teacher, we are indeed 
well-trained actors. We act 
like we aren’t buying into the 
college mania and pretend to 
have some sense of self. 
   If the content of this col-
umn itself makes you feel a 
bit salty, you can get yourself 
some sweets at The Maple 
Tree to balance yourself back 
out. Just as long as the state 
says you can poison yourself 
with sugar and you can swal-
low your morals. 
   You’ll buy yourself a nice 
refreshing coke, a drink for 
the gluttonous, manufactured 
by the oppressive capitalist 
machine that has its hands 
in BPS’s pockets and the sole 
of it’s boot on employees’ 
spirits in several developing 
countries. Even I’ll drink up, 
because I feel safe knowing 
that Seaholm protects me 
from the horrors of the real 
world, while I ignore that my 
school is surrounding me with 
the bounty of its injustice. 
   In all honesty, I have very 
little to complain about.

   2015 
has come 
and gone. 
We’ve had 
many ups 
and downs, 
but we’ve 
made it to 
2016. So, 
now that 

2015 is over, I feel I should 
say what I thought of 2015 
as a whole. 2015 was quite 
honestly the best year we’ve 
had so far. I’ll tell you why 
right now.
   It was mostly because of the 
award winning movies we’ve 
seen come out. There was The 
Martian by Ridley Scott where 
Matt Damon is stuck on a 
planet while NASA and his 
team try to rescue him.
   We had Inside Out, the Pix-
ar movie that shows us what 
happens within ourselves 
concerning our emotions 
and thoughts. It deals with a 
heavy message of depression 
and learning to overcome it 
through and through.
   There was Creed, the long 
awaited Rocky sequel starring 
Apollo Creed’s son. He makes 
his own legacy as he steps out 
of his father’s shadow and 
becomes his own person.
   Finally, we got Bridge of 
Spies. Tom Hanks plays 
James Donovan, a small 
time lawyer commissioned to 
rescue Francis Gary Powers. 
Powers was involved in the 
U-2 plane incident in Russia 
during the Cold War with Ru-
dolph Abel, the supposed spy 
sent to spy on America. They 
show everyone that no matter 
who you are or what you do, 
every single person matters. 
   Though my own experiences 
helped with that too. I got 
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   On 
January 
11, 2016, 
Sports Il-
lustrated 
published 
an ar-
ticle titled 
“Wisconsin 
HS Stu-

dents Banned From Chanting 
Harmless Phrases.” Phrases 
banned at basketball games 
by the Wisconsin Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association 
included the hard hitting, 
extremely offensive and out-
rageously mean-spirited “air 
ball” and “you can’t do that.”
   After reading this, I thought 
to myself about how lame 
these rules are. Really? You 
can’t chant air ball? In what 
world is that offensive? Some-
one air balling a shot is more 
offensive in my eyes than 
saying “air ball” is. I then real-

More Dress Code Drama

ized that hey, at least this is 
happening in Wisconsin, and 
not at Seaholm. 
   Of course, two days later on 
January 13, the Seaholm ad-
ministration sent out an email 
banning students 
from any chants 
directed at the op-
posing team. The 
decree was met 
with outrage from 
students, and 
rightly so. It’s one 
thing to enforce 
rules such as no 
profanity, but 
banning harmless 
phrases like “air 
ball” is laughable. 
   The next night, 
the Maples hosted 
Stoney Creek for 
the first league game of the 
season, and myself and other 
students came out to support 
the team. We were supervised 
by three administrators and 
many other enforcers, whose 
sole purpose was to make sure 
we didn’t cross the moral line 

and chant something so vile 
and nasty as “scoreboard.” 
   The Maple Forest took the 
administration’s request for 
good sportsmanship seriously 
as we began chanting things 

like “let’s go both teams.” 
Even though we were doing 
as they told us to, the ad-
ministration still got mad at 
students for chanting encour-
aging phrases. Students were 
then kicked out of the game. 
   Why is this an issue? Is the 

administration’s main focus 
at Seaholm to make sure the 
student section doesn’t chant 
anything bad? Well, news 
flash: we don’t, and we never 
have. We chant harmless 

things such as “air 
ball” and “score-
board,” things that 
are chanted at virtu-
ally every basketball 
game in the country, 
regardless of level. 
   Do you play 
basketball and get 
offended by the 
chant “scoreboard?” 
Maybe it’s time to 
hang up the sneak-
ers. Any serious 
athlete needs to 
learn to deal with 
crowd noise, be-

cause if you go on to play in 
college, the thousands of stu-
dents who attend games are 
going to chant whatever they 
want. Believe it or not, they 
may even chant “air ball.” The 
horror!
   NBA player Sam Dekker 
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reacted to the news of banned 
student section chants around 
the country by tweeting “Ban-
ning these chants is a bad 
look. My favorite part of high 
school was hearing the oppos-
ing students… and you think 
airball is offensive…” 
   SportsCenter anchor Scott 
Van Pelt opened the midnight 
episode on January 16, criti-
cizing the new sanctions on 
high school student sections. 
Many are in agreement that 
banning harmless chants is 
unwanted, unnecessary, and 
unethical (first amendment 
anyone?) and Seaholm stu-
dents have united together in 
an attempt to make a change. 
   Senior Jackson McElhen-
ney’s petition to get the 
restrictions removed has 
received over 330 signatures. 
Thankfully, the administra-
tion is not all bad, and they 
agreed to meet with students 
to discuss these restrictions. I 
hope for the best out of those 
meetings, and I hope we all 
continue to #SaveTheForest.

to see Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens, a great comeback to 
a great series after some hic-
cups down the road.
   I managed to get Three A’s 
and a B- on my first Trimes-
ter, which was Honor class 
worthy. I got a PlayStation 
4 for Christmas after asking 
for a while. Plus, many other 
great moments that are too 
many put down here hap-
pened to me too.
   2015 did, however, have its 
ups and downs. We lost many 
great people such as Chris-
topher Lee, the man to bring 
Dracula and James Bond back 
from the depths of obscurity.
   We lost Yvonne Craig, the 
original actress who played 
Batgirl in the campy, over-
the-top 1960’s Batman televi-
sion show.
   Leonard Nimoy, the man 
who played Spock and made 
many children to teenagers 
want to boldly go where no 
man had gone before, is no 
longer with us.
   Satoru Iwata, the man who 
started from humble begin-
nings who rose to become 
Nintendo’s President CEO, 
is missed. His ideas may not 
have struck bullseye all the 
time, but was very charming, 
had a great sense of humor 
and will live in the hearts of 
gamers everywhere.
   But, overall, 2015 was a 
great year to be a part of. 
We had great laughs and we 
had great tears, but always 
remember Walt Disney’s 
famous line from Meet the 
Robinsons.
   “Around here, however, we 
don’t look backwards for very 
long,” Disney said, “We keep 
moving forward, opening up 
new doors and doing new 
things, because we’re curious 
and curiosity keeps leading us 
down new paths.”
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  During 
fifth hour 
the day be-
fore winter 
break be-
gan, former 
Seaholm 
assistant 
principal 
Deborah 
Boyer 

made her last announcement. 
As Boyer went off into retire-
ment, the English Department 
Head, Kyle Hall, was named 
Boyer’s replacement. 
   Now that a month of time 
has passed, we can reflect on 
how Boyer impacted Seaholm. 
For the most part, as with 
most experiences at Seaholm, 
the good ones far outnum-
bered the bad. 
   However, I think the bad 
taste left behind by Boyer is 
the manner in which the dress 
code was handled during her 
time. 
   On May 8 of last year, Boyer 
issued an announcement 
regarding the dress code 
refreshing the students on 
what it entails. The aftermath 
included a strong backlash 
from some students, and one 
student went so far as to set 

up posters about sexualization 
in response. Staff then pro-
ceeded to take them down. 
   Per usual, nothing became 
of it and nothing changed 
regarding the dress code. 
However, is the dress code 
enforcement going to change 
simply because Boyer is gone? 
No, its just going to happen 
again.
   “Apparel that is considered 
to be disruptive to the educa-
tional process is not appro-
priate and, therefore, not 
allowed,” Boyer said. 
   This rule, which is stated 
in the dress code, is the main 
foundation for the enforce-
ment. While the assistant 
principal makes the final 
decision on whether the outfit 
falls under those guidelines, 
they don’t make the guide-
lines. 
   Whomever the new dress 
code enforcer is come this 
spring, we as a student body 
need to take a lesson from 
Boyer’s tenure. We must real-
ize that the administration is 
not out to get you. If you don’t 
like the rules, then believe 
it or not, it is the rules that 
may need changing and not 
the people who enforce them. 
Don’t get mad at the police of-
ficer for enforcing the laws. 
   Furthermore, we need to rid 

Wi-Fi for the Masses
to Wi-Fi on school grounds.
   The misuse of technol-
ogy would warrant removal 
of a student from the Wi-Fi 
network, but, 
frankly, the 
understanding 
of what is inap-
propriate on-
line and what 
is justified is 
not yet devel-
oped enough 
for regulations 
to be enforced.
   Students 
have shed 
light on their 
experiences of 
getting booted 
of the Wi-Fi. 
They culminate 
to a seemingly 
sporadic list 
of insulated, 
arbitrary in-
stances. However, the result 
of these actions all ended in 
the students losing a valuable 
resource for their education 
and not having a concrete 

answer why.
   Arbitrarily handing out this 
punishment to students is 
the result of an incomplete 

understanding of what the 
repercussions are. The weight 
that technology holds in an 
environment is often underes-
timated to those who suffi-

ourselves of the misconcep-
tion that it is the principal 
who makes the rules and 
deems what is and isn’t ap-
propriate for school. 
   I’m not saying putting up 
posters and protesting the 
dress code wasn’t a good idea. 
However, it is ineffective. The 
problem stems from higher 
up in administration than 
the assistant principals. Cece 
Trella, who made the posters, 
agrees with this method of 
thinking.
   “The dress code should be 
for both genders, if girls can 
wear tank tops, so should 
guys,” Trella said. 
   The way the dress code can 
be enforced and viewed has 
potential for change in the 
future. But, as for all the stu-
dents that take to social media 
to complain that they were 
dress coded, just keep in mind 
that the assistant principal 
has more important things to 
do than dress code you. 
   Your complaints should 
really be directed at the rules, 
and many students don’t 
actually do anything about it. 
Meet with the Board of Ad-
ministrators, talk to Superin-
tendent Nerad, talk to Student 
Congress. But please, don’t do 
what you do every year and 
blame the assistant principal.

ciently received their educa-
tion without it.
   Kicking a student off the 
Wi-Fi is the equivalent of 

standing 
directly in 
front of them 
in class, pre-
venting them 
from expe-
riencing the 
class in its 
full. The stu-
dent may still 
be in class 
and they may 
still be able 
to hear the 
same things 
from the 
teacher and 
confer with 
their class-
mates if need 
be, but they 
are blatantly 

missing out on an important 
part of the lesson.
   If a teacher intended for 
their students to use tech-
nology over the course of a 

class, booting those students 
from the Wi-Fi is impairing 
their learning. A kid’s glasses 
wouldn’t be taken away for 
questionable behavior, so why 
should their Wi-Fi?
   If Seaholm students are 
going to face prospective 
removal from the school’s Wi-
Fi, there should be a code of 
conduct for the web decipher-
able and applicable to a lay-
man. It isn’t as though there is 
another network for students 
to connect to while on school 
grounds. The fair thing to do 
is assign consequences to spe-
cific actions and call it a day.
   Even so, this hypothetical 
system of penalties would 
have to be set keeping in mind 
the integral role technology 
plays in the classroom. This 
generation has grown up 
with computers and phones. 
For years educational strate-
gies have shifted to center 
themselves on technological 
advances. What good would 
halting and digressing from 
that development be now?

Arbitrarily handing 
out this punishment to 
students is the result 

of an incomplete 
understanding 

of what the 
reprocussions are.

Photo By Charlotte Hoppen
The online petition to defend the Maple Forest 
started by senior Jackson Mcelheney.



   Many students each year take up an independent 
study to tackle a project on a subject that they love. 
The students make their own syllabus and learn 
about subjects they are passionate about, allowing 
room for creativity in the classroom. This was how 
the idea for junior Mari Sitner’s film was born. 
   Sitner is using her independent study and long-
time love of film to produce, direct and edit a short 
documentary about women in Hollywood. More 
specifically, those that work behind the scenes 
like directors, producers, screenwriters, and other 
members of the crew that don’t get the kind of    
recognition Sitner believes they deserve. 
   “When most people think of movies, they think 
of big action movies, a big cast, the plot,” Sitner 
said. “They don’t really think about the production 
team, the writers, producers, set designers, light-
ing designers and particularly directors, and how 
there are not women really there.”
   Sitner’s main inspiration for the film came last 
year when she was in Robin Moten’s film study 
class. Moten is her current independent study 
advisor. 
   “Last year I took film study and realized that only 
one of the movies we had watched was directed 
by a woman,” Sitner said. “At first I thought ‘oh, 
typical, classic sexism, it’s probably so much better 

now’, but then I looked at the AFI [American Film 
Institute] list [of the top 100 movies of all time] 
that we had been looking at throughout the class 
and I realized that there were no women on the 
list.”
   Sitner then went home and looked up all of the 
movies that she could remember seeing. To her 
surprise, they all had been directed by men. She 
decided to make her short documentary to raise 
awareness of the gender gap in Hollywood. 
   “People just really don’t know,” Sitner said. 
“They don’t even know that they don’t know.”
Sitner has been interviewing Seaholm students 
of different ages, sexes and backgrounds by 
asking them various questions about women in 
Hollywood. 
   “I come in here and I ask them ‘do you know any 
female directors?’, and they think for a second and 
reply ‘oh my god, no I don’t’,” Sitner said. “It’s just 
not something people think about.”
   Sitner also points out that female directors don’t 
really fit into the perceived “director” archetype. 
   “The New York times said, ‘when you think of 
a director, you think of an old Jewish guy in a 
baseball cap sitting in one of those directors’ chairs 
yelling at people’, which is exactly what you think 
of,” Sitner said. “When in reality, it’s the new mil-
lennia, the new century, and that’s not how it is.”
   Sitner describes making this movie as fulfilling a 
longtime goal of hers, but said that she isn’t sure if 
she would want to pursue film as a career. 
   “I’ve been watching movies my whole life,” Sitner 

said. “But I’ve only recently started really 
watching  movies and appreciating them.”
   Since the entire point of her making this 
film in the first place is to raise awareness 
for women in Hollywood and the challenges 
they face as opposed to men, Sitner says she 
want to make sure that the finished product 
is as accessible as possible. 
   “I’ll probably put it up on YouTube or 
some other website,” Sitner said. “I’m not 
doing this for my own personal glory. I’m 
doing this because I genuinely think this a 
problem that we really need to talk about. 
I want it to be public knowledge that the 
situation for women in Hollywood is not 
so good.”
   Sitner believes that the obstacles women 
in Hollywood face come from a deeper issue 
of sexism in our society.
   “Many people think sexism is over, but it’s 
not,” Sitner said. “We haven’t won yet.”
   Even though one may assume that the arts 
are dominated by women, Sitner says that 
once closer examined, all of these industries 
are boys’ clubs. 
   Her favorite reaction she got out a subject 
came from sophomore Lulu Bushman. 
   “When I told her that there were no 
women in the AFI Top 100, she screamed 
for about a minute,” Sitner said. 
   When Bushman was asked about her 
unique reaction, she said that she was 

disappointed when she found out about the lack of 
female representation on the AFI Top 100 list. 
   “I was just let down,” Bushman said. “I just don’t 
know why there are so many male directors.”
Bushman is a friend of Sitner’s and a subject in the 
documentary. She agrees with Sitner that this is 
a subject that needs to be talked about. Bushman 
and Sitner both had lead roles in this year’s fall 

play, Crimes of the Heart, so this is a topic that 
hits close to home with Bushman as well. 
   “I think that women should be able to give direc-
tion and command a movie, TV show, or play,” 
Bushman said. 
   Bushman agrees with Sitner that the subject 
matter of this film needs to be discussed more 
openly.
   “Women on screen are just now starting to get 
the recognition they deserve,” Bushman said. “But 
I don’t feel yet that the women behind the scenes 
are getting that recognition.”
   Bushman also believes that it is important that 
people know about the lack of women behind the 
scenes of a movie so that the problem can begin 

to be fixed and young girls can aspire to work in 
film one day. 
   “I love the format of the film, and I think it’s a 
great way to get the message out there,” Bushman 
said. 
   Moten also loves the concept of the film. She has 
known Mari since she was a freshman. 
   “Since these people make a lot of money, no 
one really thinks about the plight of the working 
actress,” Moten said. “But it’s a real thing.”
   Moten brought up Jennifer Lawrence, an actress 
who has been all over the news recently because of 
her outspoken opposition to being paid less than 
her male costars simply because she is a woman.   
So, while there is some coverage of the topic, it’s 
not at the forefront of most peoples’ minds.
   “This film will help high schoolers realize that 
movies are a business, and some people are not 
getting the full advantage of the business,” Moten 
said. 
   Whether the woman is behind the camera or in 
front of it, Moten thinks that there is some sexism 
that they have to overcome.
   “Hollywood has its issues with women in 
positions of power,” Moten said. “If this movie 
can bring awareness to that, then we’re all much 
better for it.”
   Sitner’s film is still untitled, and she is hoping 
to release it by the end of the second trimester. As 
for her future in filmmaking, she is keeping her 
options open. 
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“They don’t even know that they 
don’t know.”

- Mari Sitner
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Photo by Charlotte Hoppen
Mari Sitner edits her independent 

film during class.
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Aspiring Artists at Seaholm

   Junior Hanna Newcomb shares 
her artistic talent with the com-
munity through drawing and 
painting, and has been doing so 
since the age of five. Seaholm 
High School is lucky enough to 
be able to experience and show-
case her impressive artwork.
   “My dad is a designer at Ford, 
and he draws all day,” New-
comb said. “I grew up drawing 
along side him at his office, and 
through that I found my talent in 
drawing.”             
   Newcomb enjoys all kinds of 
art, but finds interest especially 
in drawing and painting. She is 
currently working on a large, de-
tailed drawing of the skull of the 
head of an animal. The drawing 
is filled with critical details such 
as the different regions of darkly 
shaded and lightly shaded color. 
The piece is done solely in pencil, 
giving it a strong look.
   “My ability came really natu-
rally to me, but I considerate 
drawing just a hobby,” Newcomb 
said. “I focus more on science 

because one day I hope to be a 
scientist.”
   Newcomb has had many 
achievements throughout her 
career as an artist and has par-
ticipated in lots of competitions, 
starting at a very young age. 
   “I participated in an art show 
at Borders book store when I 
was in preschool, and my art-
work was also featured in a clean 
water and environmental change 
calendar when I was eleven 
years old,” said Newcomb.
   Newcomb enjoys making 
portraits, and has cited famous 
artists as inspirations.
   “My favorite type of art to 
create is drawings of animals 
and portraits of people,” said 
Newcomb. Her inspiration for 
her artwork comes from widely 
known artists Georgia O’Keeffe 
and Henri Matisse.
   Newcomb plans to continue 
creating art through her years 
here at Seaholm, between her 
studies at the college level, 
and throughout the rest of her 
adulthood.
  Junior EmmaJane Naegeli 
found her calling in mixed 
media art, and has been 
exploring and developing her 
talent since the age of four.
   “My mom is an artist, and 
she was always telling me to 
do different sorts of crafts and things around the house,” said 

Naegeli. 
   “Although I liked art a 
lot, it did not come natu-
rally to me, I had to prac-
tice. But practice makes 
perfect and you can quote 
me on that!” Naegeli said.
   Naegeli’s talent in art 
did not come easy at first, 
but practice allowed her to 
make it to the next level.
   EmmaJane’s inspiration 
comes from the works of 
the street artist Banksy, 
who is popular for his in-
spirational graffiti around 
the streets of Detroit. 
   Her favorite kind of art 
to create is pop culture 
based mixed media art. 
Mixed media art consists 
of basically everything: 
painting, drawing, pho-
tographs, and making 
collages.

   Just recently, Naegeli 
finished the creation of a 
pop culture based collage of 

one of her favorites artist, 
Fetty Wap. The collage is 
unique and really shows who 
she is an artist. With her own 
style put forth in the collage, 
it stands out from a crowd.
   Naegeli intends to pursue 
art in the future in one of her 
careers
   “I am very into cars, and if 
I could somehow incorporate 
art into designing cars and 
create a career out of it, that 
would be sweet,” Naegeli 
said.
  EmmaJane wishes to 
carry out creating art for 
recreational purposes 
throughout the rest of 
her life in addition to her 
career.
  Junior Emma Claussen 
finds comfort in the beau-
ty of nature, and enjoys 
capturing the beautiful 
moments that it has to of-
fer. She was able to show 
her outstanding talent in 
both photography and 

advanced photography and 
continues to capture photos 
frequently.
   Claussen has been inter-
ested in art ever since she was 
a child, and has grown as an 
artist ever since.
   “Art was always very impor-
tant to my family and espe-
cially to my grandfather, who 
is my inspiration,” Claussen 
said. “Ever since my mom got 
me my first camera, photog-
raphy became very natural to 
me. It’s probably because of 
how detail oriented I am.”
   Claussen’s favorite photo-
graphs to take are of nature.
   “I love taking photos of 
nature because I believe many 
people overlook the fine de-
tails of it.” Claussen said.
   Last year in advanced 
photography class, Claussen 
captured a beautiful im-
age of a white flower. Only 
the center of the photo is in 
focus—a single white flower 
among many—making the 
image strong and distinctive. 
Her photos of nature each tell  
a different story and when put 
all together in a series, meta-
phorically speaking, create a 
novel.
   Claussen plans on continu-
ing photography throughout 
her life. She hopes it can 
somehow be contributed into 
her future career.
   While some artists spend 
time painting and drawing, 
sophomore Benjemin Ewing 
bends and welds his creations 
into the form of jewelry.
   His interest in jewelry began 
before his time at Seaholm. 
When scheduling for this 
freshman year, Ewing decided 
to give jewelry a shot.

   “I became interested in 
jewelry specifically because I 
was never really all that good 
at drawing or making two-
dimensional art in general, 
but I really like making things 
three-dimensional,” Ewing 
said. “Jewelry was the only 
class here at Seaholm, be-
sides ceramics, that offers the 
creation of three-dimensional 
art.”
   Ewing doesn’t have any 
specific inspirations, but is 
more inspired by everything 
around him.
   “I don’t really have specific 
artists from whom I look for 
inspirations,” said Ewing, 
“but I get some ideas through 
art pieces that I see at differ-
ent art museums.”
   Ewing talent came pretty 
naturally to him. “But some of 
it was practice,” Ewing said, 
“like figuring out to finish 
things and make things look 
nice in the end.”
   Ewing plans on continuing 
his creation of art after high 
school and college as a hobby, 
but probably not as a career.
   “My favorite thing to make 
in jewelry is rings because 
they are really easy and really 
small, and because you can fit 
a lot of detail into something 
really small,” said Ewing.
   Just recently, Ben has cre-
ated three rings, as featured 
in this article. He does sport 
his own creations in school 
and around town. Sometimes, 
though, they fall of during 
natural resources and get lost.
   “I plan on finding someone 
with a metal detector to find 
that one in the woodchips,” 
Ewing joked.
   

Photo by Benjamin Ewing
Three rings designed by sophomore Benjamin Ewing.

Ewing discovered his talent for making jewelry in the Jewelry 
class offered by Seaholm.

Photo by EmmaJane Naegeli
Pop culture based collage off her favorite artist, Fetty Wap, 
created by junior EmmaJane Naegeli.

Photo by Hanna Newcomb
Drawing done completely in pencil of an animal skull by junior 
Hanna Newcomb. Newcomb has been interested in art since 
the age of five.
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   It’s ten at night and you just 
got home from your time con-
suming extra-curricular activ-
ity. You haven’t even opened 
your backpack, which is filled 
with an hour of homework 
for each subject. 
   You know there’s a 
long night ahead of 
you, filled with 
worksheets, 
labs and sum-
maries of that 
book you didn’t 
read. Knowing 
that you may 
collapse and 
not be able to 
finish it all, you 
decide to break 
out your Adderall. 
Just one pill later, 
you’re flying through 
your work effortlessly, 
all thanks to this wonder 
drug.
   The prescription drug 
Adderall is used to help 
treat Attention-Deficit Hyper-
activity Disorder (ADHD) and 
Narcolepsy. 
   According to Dr. Marty 
Levinson, a general pediatri-
cian at Medical Center Pediat-
rics, ADHD can interfere with 
not only academic perfor-
mances, but also the social 
lives of students. Adderall is 
used to help treat some of the 
symptoms that come along 
with ADHD, which include 
distractibility, forgetfulness 
and impulsivity. 
   “Stimulants are generally 
the first-line treatment, not 
the sole treatment,” Levinson 
said. “Adderall is the name of 
one well-known stimulant. All 
of the stimulants are either 
amphetamines or methylphe-
nidates.”
   According to a High-
lander survey, ten percent of 
Seaholm students currently 
have a prescription for Ad-
derall. However, 29 percent 
of students admitted to taking 
Adderall in order to finish 
schoolwork and study or take 
a test.
   One anonymous Seaholm 
student, whom in this article 
will be referred to as Michael 
Howard*, was diagnosed with 
ADHD in the third grade, 
which is when he received his 
prescription for Adderall. He 
typically takes it about once or 
twice a month.
   “If you get the right amount 
and the right prescription 
and you use it appropriately I 
think it can be helpful,” How-
ard said.
   Howard uses it to help 
him focus while studying for 
important tests. He claims 
that when he is on it, he can 
study for hours without being 

distracted.
   Levinson said that like all 
stimulants, Adderall could 
come in short acting and long-
acting forms. The longest act-
ing only lasts up to about 12 
hours before the drug begins 
to wear off.

   Although 
Howard 

can 

go 
to the 
pediatri-
cian and get 
his prescription 
filled once per month, 
it typically takes about 
two days to be filled. When 
Howard needs his Adderall 
faster than that allotted time, 
he simply calls a friend with 
some extra pills.
   “If I need it super quick I 
can text someone and say 
‘hey I need some Adderall,’” 
Howard said.
   Howard isn’t the only one 
who has bought Adderall 
off of someone else with a 
prescription. According to a 
Highlander survey, 18 percent 
of Seaholm students have 
bought it either in addition to 
their prescription or without 
a prescription. An additional 
nine percent said they re-
ceived it from a friend without 
paying for it.
   Howard also has occasion-
ally given his Adderall to a 
friend when they need it. 
However, he claims this oc-
currence is rare.
   “I’m not a drug dealer,” 
Howard said. “I’ve only done 
it twice for the same person.”
   According to Levinson, tak-
ing Adderall when not pre-
scribed a correct dosage can 
be very harmful to the person 
consuming the drug.
   “The dosing of stimulants 
are extremely individual,” 
Levinson said. “Some people 
are very sensitive and some 
require higher dosing. That's 
why you can have a grade 
school student taking the 
same dose as a high school 
offensive lineman, so it has to 

be tailored to each patient.”
   When Howard gets his Ad-
derall from a friend instead of 
his prescription, he purchases 
inside of his own milligram 
amount. He understands that 
Adderall can be addictive, 
but he doesn’t believe it can 
happen when it isn’t used 
frequently. 
   “I’d say that its probably not 
a good thing that people are 

doing it without a pre-
scription because you 

can develop an 

addic-
tion, but 
I don’t see 
anything 
too wrong with it if it’s 
a one time thing or if its an 
occasional study assistant,” 
Howard said.
   Another anonymous 
Seaholm student, whom in 
this article will be referred to 
as Jim Calvin*, was diagnosed 
with ADHD and prescribed 
Adderall a month ago. He 
wished to remain anonymous 
because he didn’t want people 
contacting him to buy his 
pills. Calvin takes Adderall 
once or twice a day. After 
taking Adderall, he claims his 
performance in school and 
work habits have progressed 
since he started taking it 
therapeutically.
   “When you’re on it, you 
just do better at everything,” 
Calvin said. “It’s going to help 
them out in school, so why 
not?”
   Much like Howard, Cal-
vin has also taken Adderall 
through a friend. Before he 
had his prescription, he would 
occasionally buy or be given a 
few pills for when he needed 
it. However, Calvin doesn’t 
think students view Adderall 
as something necessarily ad-
dictive.

   “Without a prescription, I 
think people will take it and 
not view it as a drug, but as 
a study helper,” Calvin said. 
“From the social perception 
side I think that is kind of a 
problem.”
   Calvin believes that students 
may become dependent to an 
extent on Adderall due to the 
way one can perform while on 
it. The extreme ability to focus 
and get work done allows 
students to study for hours. 
Calvin admitted that he isn’t 
aware of any health precau-
tions that come along with 

taking Adderall.
   “I don’t know about 

physical addictive-
ness, but I can 

definitely see how 
someone would 
never want to be 
off of it,” Calvin 
said.
   Another 
Seaholm stu-
dent, who in 
this article will 
be referred to 
as Joe Davis*, 

doesn’t have 
a prescrip-

tion for 
Ad-
der-

all, 

but 
he uses it occasionally in 
order to finish schoolwork. 
   When Davis needs to obtain 
the Adderall, he calls a friend 
and is either given it as a favor 
or buys it for usually ten dol-
lars per pill. Davis is unaware 
of what his dosage for the 
drug should be.
   “If you don’t have a pre-
scription, you’re just guess-
ing,” Davis said. “You just 
take what you can get.”
   Davis only takes Adderall 
when he is in what he calls an 
“emergency situation”. For 
example, he says pulling all-
nighters or staying up late in 
order to finish lots of notes.
   “If it’s late at night and you 
have a lot of work to do then it 
just makes sense because it’ll 
keep you up and make you get 
your work done more effi-
ciently,” Davis said. “If I know 
there is no way for me to get 
my stuff done without drug-
ging myself out to just be a 
robot then I’ll take it, but that 
situation rarely happens.”
   When Davis is on Adder-
all, he claims the ability to 
focus for immense amounts 

of time outweighs the small 
side effects he feels later on. 
Headaches, chills and a bit of 
a curbed appetite are includ-
ed, but he said they aren’t a 
deterrent to taking it.
   “You have a conscious mind 
where you’re thinking nor-
mally,” Davis said, “but your 
body is moving way faster and 
way more efficiently.”
   However, Levinson said that 
many patients might refuse to 
take Adderall or abuse the use 
due to the side effects. Among 
these is the curbed appetite.
   “The most common side 
effect by far is to trick you 
into not feeling hungry,” 
Levinson said. “This can be 
an intolerable side effect, but 
also another reason for people 
to use the drug for the wrong 
reason. Most patients will 
initially lose weight when they 
are treated until they learn to 
eat around the medicine.”
   According to Davis, people 
with prescriptions who sell 
their Adderall make a decent 
profit, especially during the 
time of finals. They may get 
their full prescription, set a 
few pills aside and later on 
sell them when the need is 
high. 
   When Davis was younger, 
he was diagnosed with a mild 
case of ADHD. However, he 
never received a prescription 

for Adderall due to the de-
pendency he thought would 
be developed later on.
   “I can’t lie and say Adderall 

hasn’t bailed me out of situ-
ations, because it has,” Davis 
said, “but I would never use it 
regularly because eventually 
your brain will be fried and 
you will not be able to do any 
work without it.”
   Levinson believes that Ad-
derall may not only be used 
in order to help students get 
work done or study, but also 
recreationally for getting a 
quick high.
   “Another abuse potential is 
diverting the drug to rec-
reational use, for example 
crushing it and snorting it to 
get a buzz,” Levinson said. 
“This is why these drugs are 
controlled substances.”
   However, Davis believes 
that at the end of the day, 
grades and academic pres-
sures are mainly what pushes 
students to take Adderall 
without a prescription. 
   “I don’t think Adderall 
would be a thing if grades 
weren’t as important in soci-
ety,” Davis said. “I would say 
its 100 percent driven by the 
motivation to get your grades 
better and driven also by the 
lack of a safety net.”
   Levinson has also seen in-
stances where students want 
a prescription for Adderall 
solely to gain an academic 

advantage over others. He 
also said that after a student 
begins relying on Adderall, 
they psychologically may not 
be able to do so without the 
drug in the future when they 
study for tests.
   “I have many patients, 
high school and college who 
request Adderall for when 
they are studying for finals 
or LSAT's only, claiming 
they do okay for the routine 
classwork,” Levinson said. 
“These students do not have 
ADHD. They are looking for 
an unfair advantage over their 
peers and they should not be 
treated.”
   According to Levinson, who 
read the interviews before this 
article was published, when 
a student only uses Adderall 
rarely, the drug isn’t necessar-
ily needed.
   "The interviews represent 
the classical misuse of the 
stimulant medications,” 
Levinson said. “Although I 
agree that students are re-
sponding to pressure for bet-
ter grades, this is not the use 
for which these medications 
are intended. If "as needed" 
is once or twice a month, it is 
not needed."
   According to a Highlander 
survey, 36 percent of Seaholm 
students would highly con-
sider getting a prescription 
for Adderall before they head 
off to college. College can be 
a high-pressure place, and 
Adderall may give students a 
sense of security when they 
need to get lots of work done. 
   Levinson recognized the 
abuse of Adderall in college in 
order for students to stay up 
later and get their work done.
   “Some kids have interfer-
ence with sleep and they learn 
that there is a time beyond 
which they won't take the 
drug because they know it 
will cause problems falling 
asleep,” Levinson. “This is 
one of the reasons college 
students abuse these drugs, 
because they can stay up lon-
ger to study.”
   Davis believes that students 
feel a need to take prescrip-
tion drugs like Adderall in 
order to live up to high expec-
tations set for them. 
   “Can you really blame kids 
for following the track that 
adults set up for them? Ev-
eryone has to play the game,” 
Davis said.

*These are not the actual 
names of the anonymous 
sources. These names have 
been randomly assigned in or-
der to protect their identities. 

Graphic by Julia 
Wright
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   The Seaholm Girls' Basket-
ball team is quietly amidst 
another successful season. 
Coming off last season where 
four sophomores started, the 
Maples are more experienced 
this year and currently sit at 
a 13-2 record. The Maples 
are led by star junior point 
guard Mackenzie Harbort, 
who is averaging 19.7 points 
per game. Starting since she 
was a freshman, Harbort has 
grown as a player over the 
years.
   “Being on varsity for the 
past three years has helped 
me understand what goes 
into the game and how to be 
a respectable player,” Har-
bort said. “I’ve learned a ton 
about being a leader and how 
much it impacts the game 
and the players around me.”
   Head Coach January Hlad-
ki has seen a lot of matura-
tion out of Harbort.
   “Her court awareness has 
gotten much better,” Hladki 
said. “She knows how to 
manage the end of games a lot 
better.”
   After bursting onto the scene    
as an unknown freshman, 
Harbort was able to take lots 
of open three pointers and re-
ceived less defensive attention. 
Now Harbort is known by all 
her opponents and has been 
able to change her game to still 
be productive.
   “Her field goal percentage 
has gone up as a result of the 
new things she’s been doing 
with her game,” Hladki said.                         
“Defensively, she’s quicker and 
stronger after spending a lot of
time in the weight room.”
   Having been on the team for 

three years, Harbort has not 
only seen herself grow, but the 
team as well. 

    “The team has grown tre-
mendously over the past three 
years,” Harbort said. “Fresh-
man year, I felt like I had to 
rely on myself to take care 
of the ball and get it to other 
people. Now as a junior, the 
team is the best I’ve seen.”
Harbort cited team chemistry 
as a source for success.
    “Our chemistry on and 
off the court is incredible,” 
Harbort said. “I have complete 
trust in all the girls.”
    The Maples have more 
versatility this year, no longer 

relying on Harbort to play 
point guard all game.
    “This year we have girls 

who  can 
take over 
my point 
guard 
spot 
and take 
the ball 
up the 
court,” 
Harbort 
said. 
“We’ve 
also got 
great 
shoot-
ers and 
skilled 
post 
players, 
adding a 
lot to out 
offense.”
   One of 
the strong 
post play-
ers for the 
Maples 
is junior 
center 
Dana 

Hoerman.     
Hoerman 
started 
last year as 

a junior, but after working 
hard in the offseason, she 
has become one of the best 
players on the team. Now 
she nearly averages a double-
double with 10.6 points per 
game and 9.9 rebounds per 
game.
    “Practice definitely helped 
me become the player I 
am today,” Hoerman said. 
“Working hard in the offsea-
son has paid off for me. I’ve 
become a lot more confident 
in my skills.”

   Hladki commended Hoer-
man, who is one of the play-
ers Harbort alluded to earlier 
who can replace her running 
the point.
   “We’re giving Dana a ton 
of touches,” Hladki said. 
“She’s extremely strong and 
has been coached up in new 
post moves and she’s getting 
a lot more comfortable. In 
our game vs. Oak Park, we 
put Dana at the point guard 
spot so we could do different 
things with Mackenzie, and 
she handled it well.”
   Hoerman said experience 
has set apart this year’s team 
from last year’s.
   “With four sophomores 
starting last year, we didn’t 
have a great sense on the 
court,” Hoerman said. “Now 
being a year older, we all 
have a much higher bas-
ketball IQ, and know each 
other’s tendencies very well.”
    The Maples strong regu-
lar season will be tested on 
today when they travel to 
Southfield to play the OAA 
Blue leading Southfield Blue 
Jays.
   “We want to win the Blue 
division, which means we’ll 
have to win a tough game 
at Southfield,” Hladki said.      
“They’re leading the division 
right now and we’re in sec-
ond, so it’s a game we have 
to win.”
    The Maples have high 
expectations for postseason 
play, looking to win districts 
after losing in the first round 
last year.
    “This year we want to win 
districts and go as far as we 
possibly can,” Harbort said. 
“As long as we put the work 
in, I know we can go far.”

   With the football season 
over, the Maple Motion 
dance team is in full swing 
for the basketball season. 
The girls recently headed 
to the ESPN Wide World 
of Sports complex in Or-
lando, Florida for Nation-
als. This was the second 
time in the last three 
years the girls traveled to 
Florida.
   As Nationals took place 
the weekend of January 
29-31, MaMo scored an 81 
out of 100, which ranked 
them 20th of all participat-
ing teams. 
   “It’s a chance to see 
teams compete from 
around the country and 
it allows us the opportu-
nity to compete against 
the best.” Coach Jessie 
Hug said. “It’s a great 
team bonding experience 
and the largest venue our 
dancers will perform at all 
season.”
   Although the team did 
not attend Nationals last 
year, the seniors as well as 
many of the juniors were 

around to experience Na-
tionals the year before.
   “I think me and the girls 
who have already gone 
will be able to help lead 
the team this year because 
we know how everything 
works and we know how to 
keep our team motivated,” 
senior Gabby Truong said. 
“We can reduce the stress 
of the whole 
experience 
because we 
know the 
ropes of the 
ESPN center 
and where 
we perform.”
   Maple Mo-
tion hadmo-
mentum on 
their side 
heading into 
Nationals af-
ter finishing 
in first place in 
the jazz section as 
well as finishing 
third in the ‘Pom’ 
section at the UDA Royal 
Oak Competition that took 
place on January 10.
   The dancers believe that 
they have what it takes 
to succeed this year, but 
putting those qualities in 
place is going to be the dif-

ficult part.
   “We are going to need 
good communication skills 
and drive,” senior and cap-
tain Ariel Zalesin said. “We 
have the technique and the 
right dances to achieve our 
goal but if we don’t support 
each other or really go after 
it, we wont accomplish 
anything.” 

   The six seniors on this 
years Maple Motion team 
are taking initiative to lead 
the younger dancers to suc-
cess on and off of the dance 
floor.
   “They are setting up extra 
work outs and practices to 

help improve our ability 
and performance,” junior 
Monika Gerber said. “They 
planned team building 
activities to help us bond 
together better.”
  Coach Jessica Hug is con-
fident that this year’s team 
is different than teams in 
years past and that this 
is going to help them be 
more successful. 
   “Strong leadership is 
most definitely the differ-
ence this season. None of 
the seniors consider them-
selves any different than 
any other member of the 
team, and everyone is will-
ing to put the team before 
their personal wants and 
needs.” Hug said.
    “This season has 
been tough on us all, 
and practices have been 
harder than they’ve ever 
been before, but the girls 
have worked harder than 
ever before and this has 
brought us so much suc-
cess and three first place 
titles this competitive 
season.” Truong said.
    The Maple Motion 
Dance Team is confident 
that they have what it 
takes to be successful for 
the rest of the year. 

Maple Motion Takes Nationals
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the state meet,” Little said. 
“I want to lead my team to 
greatness, good swimming 
and fun times.”
   From their returning state 
champion to the weakest 

swimmer on the 
roster, Wylie’s 
goal for every 
single team mem-
ber is to do their 
personal best.

   The Seaholm Boys Swim 
and Dive team have managed 
to remain undefeated this 
season, starting the year with 
three consecutive wins in 
their dual meets.
   “It’s what I was hoping for,” 
Head Coach Tom Wylie said, 
“We like to win.”
   This success, however, has 
not been easily attained. At 
the team’s dual meet against 
Rochester Adams, the boys 
just narrowly defeated their 
opponent.
   “The meet was really close; 
it came down to the last 
event,” Wylie said.
   According to Wylie, Roch-
ester Adams, along with cross 
town rival Groves, will be the 
team’s major competitors this 
season. 
   According to Wylie, the 
team’s main weakness lies in 
their lack of depth.
   “Last year we graduated 
eighteen seniors, and we only 
brought in four freshmen; we 
lost a big chunk of the team,” 
Wylie said.
   However, the athletes 
choose not to look at this as a 
weakness.
      “Our numbers may be 
dwindling, but our quality is 
rising,” Senior Ciemniecki 
said.
    Weakness or not, this 
change has managed to bring 
about a new strength for the 
team; a stronger work ethic.
   “Every single swim, every 
single swimmer matters; be-
cause we don’t have depth, if 
one person doesn’t pull their 
weight, the whole ship goes 
down,” Wylie said. 
   Wylie thinks their greatest 
strength this year could 
be their attitude, which 
is in part a result of their 
bond as a team.
   “Our unofficial motto 
this year is ‘together we 
are stronger, focus on 
the together part,” Wylie 
said.
   Ciemniecki and Liam 
Little, along with junior 
captain Ryan Lawrence, 
all agree that their team 
is close-knit.
   “Everyone knows each 
other really well,” Law-
rence said.
   This could be in part 
due to the new practice 
schedule of the team, 
according to Little. Last 
year, the team had two 
separate practice times 
so the boys weren’t all 
together. This year, all 
swimmers swim together at 
one practice.
   This could also be due to 
another one of the team’s 
goals, which is to have a 

good time together and bond 
as a program. According to 
Ciemniecki, this bonding 
is something that happens 
frequently.
   “On the weekends, you can 
commonly find us together, 
playing Yahtzee, Boggle…
Boggle’s a big one,” Ciem-
niecki said.
   All jokes aside, the team 
does seem very close. With 
this closeness comes a re-
sponsibility, which motivates 
the already hard working 
athletes to work even harder.
   “They really are a closely-
knit group of guys; they don’t 
want to let each other down,” 
Wylie said. “They want to do 
well; they want to work hard.”
   The major swimmers on 
this year’s team include all 
three captains, (Ciemniecki, 
Lawrence, and Little) as well 
as senior diver Sebastian Fey, 
and a few standout under-
classmen.
   “Sebastian Fey, returning 
diver, state champion from 
last year; he’s probably our 
top returning athlete,” Wylie 
said.
   Little is also an important 
asset to the team, according 
to Wylie. 
   “He can swim just about 
anything for us.” Wylie said, 
“Although he does specialize 
in freestyle events.”
   Ciemniecki is also a talented 
freestyle specialist and asset 
to the team. Lawrence is the 
team’s best backstroker, as 
well as adding to the freestyle 
roster. Sophomore standouts 
include Mike Arpasi and No-
lan Grout, both in the fly and 
backstroke. Freshman Sam 
Hoover is beginning to spe-
cialize in distant events, hop-
ing to round out the team’s 
many talented swimmers.

   All swimmers are hoping-
benefit the team in whatever 
way they can, at the highest 
level they can.
   “I want to do big things at 

Quest for the 3-Peat
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Photo Courtesy Of James Lawrence
The entire boys swim team stands with their right arms on eachother’s 
shoulders during the playing of the national anthem. The photo was 
taken before the Rochester Adams meet, which the Maples won.
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Harbort Leads Girls Basketball Team

Photo Courtesy Of Hailey Hartwig
Harbort drives to the hoop against Rochester. 

She is a junior point guard for the Maples.

Photo by Julia Wright
The MaMo team walks to their competition 

in the morning at ESPN’s Sports Complex in 
Orlando, Florida

   With the winter season 
finally here, the mix of skiers 
from Seaholm and Groves, 
making up the Birmingham 
Unified Ski Team (BU Ski 
Team), is taking back the 
slopes to compete for their 
second division title.
   After being division champi-
ons a year ago, BU Ski Team 
is looking to stick to what has 
helped them succeed in past 
years.
   “What has helped us be suc-
cessful in the past is having 
the team perform as a unit,” 
captain Tucker Pfaff said. 
“When all of us focus on ski-
ing for the team and not for 
ourselves, we always end up 
performing at a high level.” 
   According to other members 
of the team, team unity wasn’t 
the only key to success.
   “We need to stick to what 
we’ve been doing, having a 
lot of fun,” third year varsity 
skier Cole Norton said.“Yes, 
we work hard with training. 
Yes, we bear the cold. Yes, we 
practice technique, but above 
all, we have just a lot of fun.”
   With the classic Seaholm 
versus Groves rivalry creating 
competitive divides between 
students, it hasn’t stopped the 
ski team from getting along 
just fine.
   “My favorite part is how 
much bonding there is,” 
junior captain Analise Osgood 
said. “We have long bus rides 
so we are all really close and 

get along.”
   According to the team, there 
are some things that the team is 
going to need to overcome to add 
to their strengths to make this 
season special.
   “A major strength of our team 
is that we have a lot of raw 
talent,” junior captain Mitchell 
Moore said. “One of our main 
weaknesses though, is not having 
enough teamwork yet to translate 
that into wins.” 
   Although only two of the four 
captains are seniors, the other 
two junior captains are pulling 
their weight just the same. 
   “The captains organize just 
about everything,” Norton 
said. “They really are the ones 
keeping our team together.” 
   The captains have also been 
able to shed some of their 
skiing knowledge to the rest 
of the somewhat less experi-
enced skiers.
   “I think the biggest thing 
in ski racing is the mental 
aspect,” Pfaff said. “I hope I 
have been able to teach the 
younger kids a little bit about 
how to approach a race and 
a race course by preparing 
themselves as best they can.” 
   The teamwork has devel-
oped since years past, and this 
enables a support system for 
members on the slopes.
   “It’s nice being able to help 
the kids who are new to the 
team and explain to them how 
the races work and how to 
improve their skiing,” Osgood 

BU Ski Team

See BUST at seaholmhigh-
lander.wordpress.com
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