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   Prior to August of 2013, there was an active 
law in over 80 Michigan cities that stated that 
panhandling, or begging, on the cities’ streets 
was illegal. The ordinance was struck down 
by an American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 
case that was filed on behalf of two men that 
were arrested while exercising their right to 
free speech by asking pedestrians for money. 
   According to a Highlander survey, roughly 
89% of respondents had not known about 
the original law or the fact that the law had 
changed. In an upper-middle-class neighbor-
hood like Birmingham, it seems as if there 
should be more panhandlers downtown, see-
ing as the residents generally have a few cents 
to spare. 
   According to Birmingham’s Chief of Police 
Don Studt, there has not been an arrest of 
anyone asking for money in the city since he 
became Chief of Police in 2010. When the law 
was still active, the police were required to ask 
any panhandlers to leave the premises if they 
caused any trouble. 
   “We do our best to try to get those folks to a 
shelter or someplace warm,” said Studt. “The 
officers I know will provide bus fare out of their 
own pocket to get them to where they need to 
go or drive them to where they need to go.”
   While there may not be any arrests in Bir-
mingham strictly for panhandling, there have 
been cases in other cities where citizens were 
put in handcuffs for asking for money. The 
specific case that sparked the campaign to 
repeal the anti-panhandling law occurred in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Two men, James 
Speet and Ernest Sims, were arrested on no 
grounds other than those of begging.
    The Michigan branch of the ACLU, a non-
partisan, nonprofit organization represented 
the men. 
   “We do all sorts of civil rights issues, and this 
is a pretty clear freedom of speech issue, so it 
falls right in our wheelhouse,” ACLU attorney 
Marc Allen said.
   The effects of this case, while not obvious 
to the average bystander, are far-reaching. “I 
think it’s a very important case,” ACLU lawyer 

Marc Allen, who is working on enforcing the 
judge’s ruling on this case, says. “I think laws 
that target panhandling obviously dispro-
portionately affect vulnerable people. It’s an 
important case because the principal of free 
speech is an important principal, and once you 
start chipping away at it by outlawing speech 
you don’t like then you start putting endanger 
important speech like political speech”. 
   The repeal of the law, which was on the books 
of Birmingham for over 80 years, has caused 
a bit of controversy with the city’s residents 
and shop owners alike. According to David 
Zawicki, owner of Lark & Co. and Suhm-thing 
downtown, although the law has not affected 
him or his businesses, but he has noticed a 
change in the downtown area and even had an 
unpleasant encounter with a beggar since the 
law has been changed. 
   “We did have someone come in during the 
holiday, close to closing. They were asking for 
money to pay utility bills,” Zawicki said. “He 
did appear to be intoxicated, so after he left we 
called to police because he was going to other 
stores that were operated by women and I was 
concerned that they would be afraid. So the 
police did arrive and arrest him on the side-
walk in front of the store.”
   Zawicki says that he has noticed more foot 
traffic from the homeless and panhandlers on 
the street asking for money since the repeal of 
the law went into into effect. 
   Seaholm students have many varying opin-
ions on the changing of this law. 
    “It’s perfectly fine and normal. If I was a 
homeless person, of course I would beg in 
Birmingham,” one anonymous student said. 
“Sadly, little do they know that we rich kids 
call them aggressive and we all think that they 
are drug addicts.” 
   Another student did not feel that the law 
would have a good impact on Birmingham.
    “I really don't think it's a good idea,” the 
student said. “The new law will lead to un-
wanted attention in downtown and ultimately 
drive away people who would otherwise spend 
money here.”
   Regardless of Birmingham residents’ views 
on the law, its true impacts will be revealed 
over the next few months as the beggars be-
come part of the city’s scene. 
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   With countless after school 
obligations, AP classes, family 
events, and a social life some-
times the dreaded late night 
cram season is inevitable. Ac-
cording to a Highlander sur-
vey most teachers say students 
should study about a week prior 

to a test. But even with this knowledge students continue to 
cram.
   Over booking of schedules is a main factor leading to continu-
ous late night cramming. According to the Highlander survey, 
the majority of students said that they begin their studying the 
night before a test even though 0% of teachers surveyed ad-
vised this practice. 
   A recent study by the University of California San Diego con-

To	Cram	or	Not	to	Cram
cluded that while cramming isn’t the most productive strategy, 
it shouldn’t be written off all together. 
   According to the study cramming can work, but its best to 
make the study period on a date closer to when you first learned 
the material opposed to the night before the test to study.  
   “For instance, if you have a French lesson on Monday and a 
quiz the following Monday, you should study on Wednesday 
for maximum retention. Tuesday is too early and Sunday is too 
late,” Said Laura Allen of Popular Science. 
   Social Studies teacher Rochelle Rogers said that while study-
ing little by little is the best method for future success in a class, 
cramming may allow a student to do well on a specific test. 
   “Over learning is the best way to remember things,” Rogers 
said. “When you cram for something you may remember it the 
day of the test but may not remember it long term which can 
affect your performance on final exams.”

   While the highlander surveys found 
that studying in advance did result in a 
higher amount of A’s, cramming didn’t 
result in failing. 
   While 73.68% students that studied a 
week or more ahead averaged an A and 
26.23% averaged a B.  The students that 
crammed only received slightly lower 
average grades 42.11% average an A, 
47.37% average a B, and 10.53% average 
a C.
   Seaholm senior Alex Strohm thinks 
that cramming is an effective way of 
studying.
   “If you’re practicing the material and 
doing homework I think that (cram-
ming) suffices as studying,” said Alex 
Strohm.
   Hal Pashler, the head of the UC San 
Diego study said that even two study 
sessions could increase the chance of 
success if spaced correctly. 
   "We find that the optimal time be-
tween two study sessions is roughly 10 
percent of the time between the second 
study session and the final test," Pash-
lersaid. 
   Seaholm Spanish teacher Ana Urian 
said that ultimately study habits come 
down to the individual student, they 
have to find the practice that works for 
them and their brain. 
   “Find something online or find some-
thing that works for you, find what your 
learning type is, do what you do best and 
apply that and really be diligent,”Urian 
said. 
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   2014 was a turning point 
for Seaholm’s annual Mar-
tin Luther King Day assem-
bly.  
   Leading up to the school-
wide assembly, there was a 
lot of talk about the sensi-
tive subjects that would be 
discussed.  
   Instead of focusing on 
racial inequality, as in past 
years, the students behind 
the assembly took a differ-
ent approach, tackling the 
issues of gender inequality 
and the portrayal of wom-
en in the media.
   “I think Martin Luther 
King stood for the equality 
for all people,” government 
teacher Scott Craig said. 
“While he spent all of his 
efforts on working on race, 
I think he also believed 
women should be treated 
equally in society.”
   According to Craig, after 
attending a National Orga-
nization of Women (NOW) 
conference, some of his 
students showed interest 
in bringing this topic to 
Seaholm.  He agreed that 
this an important issue be-
cause he has seen firsthand 
how young women can be 
afraid to stand up for their 
own rights.
   “I think there has been 
a lot of retreat and a lot of 
young women don’t want 

to be thought of as femi-
nists,” Craig said.  “It’s go-
ing to cause problems for 
them….I was asking an AP 
class why feminism is not 
considered cool, and one of 
them actually said ‘I would 
never have a date if I was a 
feminist.’”
   “If there’s anything that 
encapsulates what I saw 
looking at the video clips 
[shown at the assembly], I 
think about how our girls 
feel that they need to look a 
certain way,” Principal Dee 
Barash said. 
   Barash said that the racy 
images used in the presen-
tation were approved to 
help get the point of the as-
sembly across. 
    “One thing that we know 
about high school students 
is that you do have to have 
a shock impact to get their 
attention,” she said. 
   According to Barash, 
the administration hopes 
to continue discussion on 
this topic so that girls at 
Seaholm can begin to feel 
the effects. She believes 
that one of the main things 
to focus on is the attire at 
school dances.
   “I come back to when I 
watch the dress and behav-
ior of the dances,” she said. 
“It’s not necessarily about 
should they have the right 
to dress that way, but why 
do you feel the need to?”
   Barash also said that she 
hopes the assembly will 
help girls with their self 
confidence. 
   Seaholm students had 
varying views on the 
unique perspective of this 

See	MLK	/	Pg.	2



News Friday, February 7, 2013 
The Highlander 248.203.3803

www.seaholmhighlander.wordpress.com2
News 
Briefs 

Flex’s Annual Conference is 
back for its fourth year on 
February 28th. The event is 
from 9 am to 2:40 and the 
Conference schedule will 
align with the school day.
This year’s conference theme 
is “Detroit: The Rise, Fall, and 
Rebirth of an American City”. 
The Flex Conference commit-
tee is working to get speakers 
that have a connection to De-
troit, such as business owners 
and professors.
Flex is currently in its Ameri-
can year, and American his-
tory will be a recurring theme 
in this conference. 
“It holds meaning to us be-
cause it’s so close to home,” 
Producer Hannah King said.
The event is open to the public 
and Flex encourages every-
one to attend.
“Anyone is invited,” King 
said. “You just have to active-
ly participate to come.” 

By Julia Wright

Flex Tells 
Detroit’s 
Story

Some people use X-Block 
to meet with teachers, get 
ahead on homework, have 
meetings or sleep in. Because 
everyone isn’t one place, it 
does not count as instruc-
tional time. 
According to Barash, the 
state has decided to change 
X-Block. Even though it will 
only be one day per week 
instead of two, it will be 
extended to 60 minutes.
“We assume [it will be] in the 
morning,” Principal Deanna 
Barash said. “The Wednes-
day part is final.”
The state calculates the num-
ber of hours that students 
are in school. Only 30 of 
those hours of instruction 
can be missed.
“We have to go 1,998 min-
utes per school year and 
we’re very tight on that,” 
Barash said. 
With this solution, kids will 
still have an opportunity to 
do most of the same things 
they normally do on current 
X-Block days. With the time 
extension, students might 
have time to go to two dif-
ferent meetings or a meeting 
and talk with a teacher.
“We need to build that 
instructional time back into 
the schedule because we 
didn’t have enough,” Barash 
said. “That’s why it’s chang-
ing.”

By Claire Markley

Seaholm’s 
Water 
Damage
On Wednesday January 
22, school was cancelled for 
Seaholm, Lincoln Street Al-
ternative, and the Annex due 
to water damage. 
According to Seaholm Prin-
cipal Dee Barash, the trouble 
began late Tuesday night.  A 
damper malfunctioned and 
after an overnight of cold air 
being blown on the sprinkler 
system, the head burst.
“The minute a sprinkler 
head goes, it sets off the fire 
alarm,” Barash said.
Because of the wait for the 
fire department to come turn 
off the water main, most of 
the water escaped from the 
pipes.
Barash said the repairs were 
finished by about noon, but 
the students were still not 
legally allowed to be in the 
building with a broken fire 
alarm system.
The rooms affected most 
were in the G hall. Water 
spread underneath the floors 
and seeped from the ceilings 
into the music/theater rooms 
below.  
Textbooks, furniture, and 
equipment were damaged 
by the water. According to 
Barash, the damages will be 
covered by Seaholm’s insur-
ance claim.

   By McKenna Ross

Brendan Knight
Guest Writer

Dining in Birmingham

   From January 27-31st and 
again from February 3-7th 20 
restaurants will be participat-
ing in Birmingham’s annual 
Restaurant Week: a family 
friendly, three course meal at 
any one of the 20 participat-
ing restaurants, all at set and 
affordable prices.
   “The idea came from New 
York City,” said John Heiney 
Executive Director of the 
Principal Shopping District. 
“We chose the winter months 
because it is usually a slower 
time of year,” Heiney said.
   For those new to the annual 
event Restaurant Week takes 
place over the course of two 
weeks in Birmingham where 
diners eat off of a set menu 
comprised of three courses 
(appetizer, entrée, and des-
sert) all for $15 for lunch and 
$30 for dinner. This price and 
eating style applies to all of 
the restaurants. 
   Each year a charitable com-
ponent is added to the event.  
Coinciding with the event will 
be a silent auction throughout 
town. This year’s recipient is 
Beaumont Hospital’s Charles 
Main Pediatric Cancer Survi-
vor Scholarship Foundation.  
   This foundation led by Dr. 
Main a Pediatric Oncologist 
assists in “providing young 
cancer survivors in meeting 
the expenses of an advanced 
education and to honor out-
standing achievements made 
by current and former pa-
tients of the Pediatric Hema-
tology/Oncology Department 
at Beaumont Children’s Hos-
pital in Royal Oak, Michigan.”  
Heiney said. 
   Downtown Birmingham 
shops will house items in their 
place of business that custom-
ers may bid on.  Some of the 
items include dinner and spa 
packages, two airline tickets 
anywhere in the Continental 

United States and numerous 
items unique to each place of 
business.  
   More information about 
what is available to bid on 
will be on the enjoybirming-
ham.com website and there 
will be a “menu” of all items 
at each participating Restau-
rant Week eatery.  The web-
site will also have the list of 
restaurants participating and 
their menus for the event.
   Brian Colton a student 
of Seaholm High School 
who has attended Restau-
rant Week in the past said 
he could see any Seaholm 
student there and enjoying 
themselves. 
   “I don’t think that anyone 
would dislike it, it is just like 
going to a regular restaurant 
except it was crowded and 
there were some specials,” 
Colton said.
Groves student Ava Scott had 
an alternate experience
    “I think I accidentally 
attended it once. I went to 
lunch with some friends and 
our bill came back weird and 
it was explained to us,” Scott 
said. 
   Scott said she would like to 
attend again.
   “I would love to attend it,” 
Scott said. “Who doesn’t love 
good food at cheap prices?” 
   Scott’s experience truly en-
capsulates the casual nature 
of restaurant week, great 
food at reasonable prices.
   Restaurant week is open to 
people of all ages and would 
make for a great family eve-
ning. Prices are affordable 
at restaurants that normally 
run upwards of $100 for a 
family of four. However the 
focus is not just families. 
   As February rolls around 
drop in and enjoy all the 
amenities restaraunt week 
has to offer. “We hope it in-
vites people to Birmingham 
who wouldn’t have normally 
come” Heiney said.

   Directly across from the 
cozy lounge of Seaholm’s 
Media Center, next to the 
soda machines and the class 
bulletin boards, lies Lincoln 
Street Alternative, a separate 
high school for students that 
are in need of credit recovery. 
   “Every student comes to 
Lincoln for credit recovery so 
they can graduate on time or 
as close to [on time as] pos-
sible,” Lincoln Street Princi-
pal Gary Bigger said. 
   90% of Seaholm students 
believe that students attend 
Lincoln for purely disciplinary 
issues. Bigger said that this is 
a misperception. 
   “Sometimes students come 
because of family or home 
life situations or sometimes 
students didn’t fit into a 
traditional high school setting 
and need more motivation,” 
Bigger said. 
   According to Bigger, Lin-
coln is an option for Groves 
and Seaholm students. While 
students attend Lincoln they 
are still officially part of their 
home school and graduate 
with a diploma from either 
Seaholm or Groves. 

The Lincoln Difference
Kendall Hitch
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   “You are still part of your 
home school as far as gradu-
ation and you can still play 
sports and go to prom,” Big-
ger said.
   According to Lincoln Street 
teacher Mallory Soffin, the 
difference between Lincoln 
style learning and a standard 
public school education lies in 

the flexibility. 
   “We teach both the core 
classes as well as the elec-
tive courses, so we are able to 
hone in on different student 
interests,” Soffin said.
   According to the Lincoln 
Street Alternative mission 
statement, the main goal of 
the school is to develop stu-

dent’s individual talents and 
prepare them for the changing 
world and workforce. 
   Soffin believes that the best 
part of Lincoln Street is the 
family atmosphere that it 
provides for everyone at the 
school. 
   “The best part of my job is 
being able to interact with 

such a fun group of kids,” Sof-
fin said.  “We work very hard 
to create a community driven 
environment, which really 
makes Lincoln a family.” 
   According to Bigger, Lincoln 
maintains an 84% on time 
graduation rate as well as a 
93% overall graduation right.
   Soffin said that one of the 
greatest rewards of her job is 
seeing a student graduate.
   “The most rewarding part of 
my job is seeing students who 
may have never thought they 
would succeed and graduate 
with a high school diploma,” 
Soffin said. 
   Bigger said that many 
students who graduate from 
Lincoln go on to four year 
universities. 
   “A majority of our students 
have gone to college, a num-
ber of them go to four year 
universities,” Bigger said. 
   According to Bigger, the 
ultimate goal of Lincoln is to 
meet the individual needs of 
students and set them up on a 
path to success. 
   “We try to get kids life 
ready,” Bigger said. “There is 
a lot academically that we do 
but there also a lot of life skills 

that kids need to learn.”

Photo By Caroline Squatrito 
 The Lincoln Street Alternative School Entrance Sign, which hangs above the stairwell 

leading to the  School below.

   The 2016 Summer Olym-
pics in Rio de Janeiro may 
have a Seaholm Maple in 
them. Representing the USA 
in Archery, Coby Moscowitz 
is competing in competitions 
across the US and even in 
other countries to be one of 
the four male competitors 
representing the USA. 
   Archery is a sport played in 
the Summer Olympic Games, 
and originated in 300 B.C. in 
one Greece’s Olympic Games. 
Archery events are usually 
shot from at 70 meter range, 
but there are also the 30 me-
ter and 150 meter events.
   With the Sochi Olympics on 
the horizon, student’s interest 
in the Olympics is growing. 
   “Many high school students 
are interested in the Sochi 
Olympics, not only for the 
sports but the political issues 
surrounding it,” sophomore 
Conor Ryan said. 
   According to Team USA 
Coach Steve Cornell recurve 
bows must be used, and there 
are certain requirements that 
must be on the bow, a grip, 
arrow rest, one draw indica-

Olympians Among Us
Adam Klepp
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tor, and other parts.
   Moscowitz took up the sport 
of archery in 4th grade under 
the influence of his Dad, who 
introduced archery to Mos-
cowitz. Moscowitz’s goal at 
that point was to make the 
USA Dream Team, for com-
petitors who were very good 
but not old enough to be in 
the Olympics. Moscowitz 
made the Dream Team, and 
is now on Team USA with 40 
other archers competing for 8 
tickets to Rio de Janeiro.
   “The Olympic team is picked 
through a series of competi-
tions over a period of time. 
Each archer shoots a ranking 
round, and the top 16 move 
on,” Cornell said. “Eventually 
there will be 8 of the previ-
ous 40 archers left. They will 
shoot against each other to 
see who the top three men 
and women will be, and the 
seventh and eight place ar-
chers will be alternates at the 
Olympics.”
   Nerves effect Moscowitz 
during competition 
   “It affects me big time,” 
Moscowitz said. “I do things 
in competitions that I’d never 
do in practice because of 
my nerves. I have never lost 
something because of nerves 

though.”
   According to Cornell, Team 
USA has a very advanced 
training facility in Chula Vista 
California. They have dormi-
tories to sleep in, ranges to 
shoot at, and many workout 
facilities.  Cornell said that 
the Team USA archers do a lot 
of core workouts and cardio. 
Archers work out 2-3 times 
a week for an hour or so at a 
time. Archers will come here 
every 3 months for a week at 
a time.
   “It’s always been a dream 
of mine to represent the USA 
in the Olympics,” Moscowitz 
said.
   It’s a very grueling process 
and huge time commitment, 
but Moscowitz loves the sport 
and is fully committed.
   “Obviously the gold is the 
dream, but I have to qualify 
first, then get to the final 
round, and need to win that. 
It’s not out of the picture, but 
it’s a long way off,” Moscowitz 
said. 
   Moscowitz will continue his 
march to the Olympics over 
the next two years. In 2016 
look for Coby Moscowitz to 
go for gold in the Summer 
Olympic Games.

MLK
Cont. from page 1

year’s MLK celebration.
   “I liked the new assembly because it was 
different,” sophomore Jordan Howcroft 
said.
   Senior Shane McPartlin said that the 
new twist on the assembly was thought 
provoking. 
   “I thought the assembly was interesting 
to say the least,” he said.  
   Jason Runco, a junior, thought that the 
new theme of the assembly was worth re-
visiting.
   “I think we should stay on this topic,” 
he said.  “I think it portrayed the idea of 

feminism well.”
   According to McPartlin and Howcroft, 
other themes should also be explored in 
the coming years.
   “Racial and gender equality are both 
important, but maybe we should go in a 
different direction this year,” McPartlin 
said.  “Maybe it’s nothing to do with race, 
gender, sexual preference, or anything like 
that, but just about being kind to every-
one in general and being forgiving of those 
around us.”
   “I think they should explore other types 
of gender and sexual inequality,” Howcroft 
said.  “But they should also speak a little 
about racial inequality so that we are still 
talking about why we celebrate Martin Lu-
ther King Day.”

Changes to 
X-Block
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   A new 2014, a new you – for 
many, a New Year’s resolu-
tion is an opportunity to be 
better and live a happier life. 
However, in recent years, the 
once important New Year’s 
resolution has become the 
symbol of procrastination 
and laziness – according to 
the University of Scranton, 
only 8% of people are able to 
achieve them. After the ball 
dropped this year, one could 
find the internet filled with 
people who were still working 
on their 2012 resolutions or 
had already broken their new 
ones. So, is the infamous New 
Year’s resolution now a relic 
of the past? 
   New Year’s resolutions are 
still alive and well. Accord-
ing to a survey composed of 
Seaholm students and staff, 
there was almost a 50/50 
split between those who did 
and did not make New Year’s 
resolutions. Of the 48.15% 
of people who did make a 
resolution, most promised to 
eat less and become healthier 
this year, while others wanted 
to become more confident or 
to “yolo harder.” 
   “I don’t think the New 

No Year’s Resolutions
Paige Korner
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pkorner.shshighlander@gmail.com

Year’s resolution is a joke,” 
Senior Annie Cohen said. “I 
think there are people who 
take their resolutions and re-
ally try to accomplish them.”
   However, only 30.77% 
claimed that they often kept 
their New Year’s resolutions, 
leaving the other 69.23% 
to cite multiple reasons for 
their consistent failure. Some 
claimed that nobody has 
enough interest or motivation 
to truly complete what they 
want done, while others said 
that it was extremely easy to 
quit when doing something 
difficult. Resolution length of 
Seaholm students and staff 
lasted around 6 hours to 2 
months, effectively reducing 
the seriousness of it.
   Cohen felt that, like her, 
some students simply didn’t 
have any need to make a reso-
lution for 2014 because they 
saw no long-term goal that 
needed achieving.
   However, freshman Lisa 
Johnston – who also didn’t 
make a New Year’s resolu-
tion – felt that the reason was 
much simpler.
   “I didn’t make any because 
every year that I would make 
one, I start to forget about 
them so quickly and end up 
just not doing them at all,” 

Johnston said. “For people 
my age, I feel like nobody 
takes them seriously because 
we don’t take commitment 
seriously.” 
   But why is it that people feel 
so much lack of commitment 
and determination towards 
their resolutions?
   “Because we place so few 
demands on ourselves to be 
disciplined during December, 
there is no immediate threat 
of deprivation,” Dr. Pauline 
W. Wallin said in an article 
published for Pennsylvania’s 
Psychological Association 
about why it’s so easy to 
create and then fail with a 
resolution. “Second, too many 
people approach New Year’s 
resolutions as if they were 
punishments for ‘bad’ behav-
ior. We can endure punish-
ment only for so long before 
we rebel, even if it’s against 
ourselves.”
   However, Wallin had a few 
tips for those who wanted to 
keep their resolutions.
   “Set realistic goals. Aim for 
gradual change,” Wallin said. 
“Don’t expect perfection in 
your behavioral changes - but 
don’t allow yourself too much 
leeway, either.”
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   It is a fact that Seaholm 
seniors end the school year 
approximately three weeks 
before the rest of the school. 
But what about the seniors 
who finish even before that?
   According to Guidance 
Counselor Walt Romano, the 
decision to graduate early is 
one made between the stu-
dents and their counselor.
   “So it’s just meeting with 
your counselor to make sure 
everything is in order,” Ro-
mano said. “We then put it on 
and change the schedule so 
that third trimester says early 

These Kids Have Even LESS School... Why’s That??
Esther Seawell
News Editor
eseawell.shshighlander@gmail.com

graduation and that’s it.
   Romano believes that the 
process is an easy one.
   “You just write a letter that 
your parents sign that says 
that they are approving and 
requesting graduation early 
to Mrs. Barash and she okays 
it,” Romano said. “She always 
checks with us and make sure 
all their credits match and 
they’re all good.”
   Senior Sydney Alexander 
decided to take advantage of 
this option.
   “My mom was really happy 
when she found out I had the 
option to graduate early,” 
senior Sydney Alexander said. 
“She thought it was a great 

idea in hopes of reducing my 
stress level, by taking away 
my responsibility of having to 
show up every day.”
   The amount of seniors 
that go through this process 
differs each year, according 
to Seaholm Principal Dee 
Barash.
   “[We have] more this year 
than I think we’ve had total 
in the last two years,” Barash 
said. “Maybe nine or ten.”
   Current seniors have a 
graduation requirement of 28 
credits, so many of them take 
classes during the summer or 
online courses.
   “Obviously we have a lot of 
credit requirements and they 

go above and beyond what 
Michigan’s Merit Curriculum 
says,” Barash said. “And if 
they’ve been able to take a 
bunch of summer school or 
they’ve done some online 
classes they are able to leave a 
little bit early.”
   There are many different 
reasons why students decide 
to graduate early.
   “Graduating early allows me 
the opportunity to work and 
make some money for college, 
and to take a required class or 
two at OCC that will trans-
fer to whatever university,” 
Alexander said. “It also allows 
me to still do the fun stuff at 
Seaholm.”

   Besides working, seniors 
could opt to leave early so 
they can start college pro-
grams or because they are 
athletes.
   “It works better with their 
schedule,” Barash said. “They 
can get their requirements 
out of the way and they can 
be done so they have more 
flexibility.”
   The time when seniors fin-
ish their coursework varies by 
student and by circumstances.
   “I finish my course work by 
early March,” senior Olivia 
Kurijian said. “I got into a 
bad car wreck and can’t get to 
school without my car. I opted 
to take online courses to fulfill 

the remaining couple credits I 
needed.”
   According to Barash, stu-
dents who graduate early have 
the option to attend prom, 
walk at graduation, and par-
ticipate on sports teams.
   “[They] do any senior activi-
ties they want to do, basically 
it just means that your course 
work is done,” Barash said.
   Barash said that if graduat-
ing early is the best option for 
a student, it is always encour-
aged.
   “I’m an advocate, if you can 
get through early, get through 
early,” Barash said. “If you’re 
ready and that’s what you 

want to do.”

   Even though 2014 is just starting, 
Seaholm’s administration is already prepar-
ing for next school year. This week marks the 
beginning of scheduling for students. 
   Some people in the Seaholm community 
view the early start to be annoying because 
the students may not knoww what they want 
or like in classes for the upcoming year. 
Students often rely on suggestions from their 
peers for which courses to take.
   Counselor Walt Romano thinks this meth-
od is mostly beneficial, as long as the friend 
knows you well enough.
   “Friends can help by pointing out your 
talents,” Romano said. “It’s like positive peer 
pressure.”
   Romano also noted that it can be a problem 
if a student chooses a class to be with a friend 
and then the friendship ends. Ultimately, 
he thinks it is important to take a class that 
students know they will enjoy, and not just to 
be with their friends.
   Junior Michelle Confer experienced some-
thing like this. Confer said that she signed up 
for Choir because her boyfriend suggested 
taking it so they could spend time together 
and because she liked singing. When they 
broke up, she was unsure if she should try to 
switch out of the class.
   “I was like ‘oh maybe I shouldn’t take it 
because I don’t know anybody,” Confer said. 
“But I went through with it.”

Friendly Scheduling 
McKenna Ross
Page design Editor
mross.shighlander@gmail.com

detroit Autoshow
Seaholm and Groves Architecture and Engineering Students 
visited the Detroit Autoshow on Thursday, January 23.
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   Now, Confer is glad she took the class 
because she enjoys it. She plans on taking it 
again next year.
   Confer thinks that friends suggesting 
electives and core classes is an advantage to 
students. She believes it is good to know the 
rigor of the class beforehand.
   “I wouldn’t just take a random AP without 
knowing what I’m getting into,” Confer said.
    The trouble can come in if you do not like 
the class your friend suggests. According to 
Romano, switching out of classes has become 
much more difficult.
   “If you don’t really like the class [you’re in], 
you’re stuck with it,” Romano said.
   Though the number of students who at-
tempt to change their schedule in the new 
year, months after scheduling is over, is 
unknown, Romano thinks the number is 
going down. He believes students used to 
pick electives randomly and then attempt to 
change them, but now are actually aware of 
the decisions they are making.
   “I think they are learning that we are not 
going to make those changes and because 
they are making better choices initially,” 
Romano said.
  In a Highlander survey, a respondent felt 
their taste in classes had changed since 
scheduling last year.
   “It's frustrating that I can't change my 
schedule now that I've actually experienced 
the class,” the respondent said. “Some things 
sound better on paper.”
   However, some students do still attempt 
and succeed at changing their schedule. Ac-

cording to the same survey of 20 students, 
68.42 percent of respondents have attempted 
to change their schedule because they did not 
like a class they had. Of those students, 45 
percent said they were successful.
   Marketing teacher and yearbook advisor 
Barbara Slatin has noticed the effect of re-
scheduling at the beginning of trimesters.
   “I definitely see an increase [of students],” 
Slatin said.
  Slatin thinks this is because her classes fit 
into schedules easily because they are one 
trimester or do not require a prerequisite.
   Slatin has noticed that some students may 
take an elective in a certain subject and then 
find they like it and continue on.
   “Students that like the material, or like the 
course content, or the way it’s taught, tend to 
continue and take several marketing classes,” 
Slatin said. “I get students who repeat classes 
with me all four years they’re here.”
   Romano agrees. He believes that many 
students use scheduling to take electives in 
different fields. Often, once a student finds 
something they enjoy, they continue taking 
classes in that subject.
   “They found their niche in their elective 
area,” Romano said.
   Romano thinks that students should seize 
the opportunities offered at Seaholm. The 
course catalog offers a wide array for students 
to choose from, and he wants kids to learn 
about the things they enjoy.
“We have so many good offerings for kids,” 
Romano said. “There’s so much to learn here.”
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Jack Ryan: Something for Everyone A Hitch 
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and 
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   Seaholm 
Students 
rarely 
participate 
in politics 
or stay 
informed 
on politics 
outside of 

school. But as soon as the 
State of the Union Address 
comes on, they turn into 
political analysts. 
   Obviously this isn’t true 
for everyone, but this 
practice does seem to be a 
recurring pattern for many 
Seaholm Students and 
High Schoolers in general.
   This opens the door to a 
greater political crisis in 
America. If teenagers con-
tinue this political practice 
that they picked up in high 
school, it will reinforce the 
troubling sense of uni-
formed partisan politics 
ever so present in America 
today. 
   This epidemic is often 
times displayed in popular 

If teenagers 
continue 

this political 
practice that 

they picked up 
in highschool, it 

will reinforce the 
troubling sense 

of uniformed 
partisan politics 

ever so present in 
America today. 

television shows. Jimmy 
Kimmel’s poll on Obama 
Care versus the Affordable 
Care Act is an excellent 
example. Americans were 
asked if they preferred 
Obama Care or the Afford-
able Care Act. All of the 
people interviewed were 
quick to give an opinion 
and even an explanation 
as to why they clearly 
preferred one or the other, 
without even knowing that 
they are exactly the same 
thing. 
   While many Seaholm 
students were able to sit 
back and laugh at this 
in their AP government 
classes, the truth is that 
this type of political be-
havior will continue if stu-
dents don’t become active 
in the political sphere. 
   An easy fix for this kind 
of ignorance is for stu-
dents to begin to con-
sciously watch or read 
the news from a variety 
of sources. It seems that a 
lot of the problem in high 
school rests on student 
repeating strong phrases 
that they pick up from 
their parents or the media 
without taking the time to 
understand the complete 
scope of an issue. 
   Students get too caught 
up in the “Democrat” ver-
sus “Republican” identity 
and ultimately don’t feel 
the need to educate them-
selves on a deeper level. 
   This philosophy leads 
students to respond to 
questions such as “What 
is your opinion on abor-
tion?” with “I’m a demo-
crat/republican” 
   Nearly one fourth of all 
Seaholm students will be 
legally able to vote this 
year. (Isn’t that a scary 
statistic)
   It’s time that students 
step up and become 
advocates for their own 
political knowledge so that 
they don’t end up like the 
tragically uniformed yet 
opinioned adults that they 
laugh at on TV. 

   The 
rumors 
we’ve all 
heard in 
the hall-
ways or 
in class-
rooms 
are true: 
X-block 
is chang-

ing next year. Be prepared 
students, this change is a 
big one. 
   X-block will be on 
Wednesday only, and most 
likely an hour in the morn-
ing.
   That means no more 
sleeping in on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays. That 
means no more club meet-
ings, coffee outings, home-
work help from teachers, or 
extra long showers before 
school. 
   And although this change 
is to fit in more instruc-
tional time required by 
the state, it still seems 
unfair to the students. 
Many students at Seaholm 
participate in after school 
activities, such as sports, 
the musical, or clubs. 
   Because of the extracur-
riculars, they get home 
late and stay up late doing 
homework. Students like 
me use X-block to catch up 
on the sleep they lose every 
night. 
   Not having such a fre-

quent X-block also poses 
a problem for club meet-
ings. Bigger clubs, such as 
Interact, NHS, or Seaholm 
Links, meet in the morn-
ings so that more students 
can come to the meetings. 
   With X-block being cut 
down to one day, club 
sponsors will have to 
scramble to find optimal 
time to have their meet-
ings. 
     But the main reason 
we even have X-block is 
to have time to talk to our 
teachers before class. This 
year, teachers have de-
partment meetings once 

a week. In other words, 
students are able to come 
in and talk to their teach-
ers during in the morning 
during the other X-block.
   Next year, teachers will 
have to either reschedule 
their department meetings 
or be available for students 
every other week. This 

means students won’t be 
able to receive help from 
their teachers as frequent-
ly.
   Of course, there isn’t 
much we can do to keep 
X-block the way it is. If 
the state law says we need 
more instructional time, 
then we have to abide by 
the law. However, students 
should not have to sacrifice 
extra time with their teach-
ers or the extracurriculars 
they enjoy. 
   One way Seaholm could 
make up the time for clubs 
is a class period a day just 
for clubs. If the problem 
with our current X-block 
is not every student comes 
in for it so it is not consid-
ered instructional time, 
then this 6th hour could be 
required. If students are 
not at a club meeting, they 
could use the time to go to 
the library and do home-
work. 
   Another suggestion is 
other extracurriculars 
could start later in the af-
ternoon. Instead of sports 
starting right after school 
at three o’clock, they could 
start at four. This extra 
hour can be treated as an 
unofficial X-block. 
   Regardless of the way it’s 
done, a change needs to 
happen. Cutting X-block 
down to one day is at the 
expense of the students. Since 
school is for us, then the 
administration should find a 
way to balance out the majors 
change.

No More ‘Xtra’ Xblock Days
Mckenna Ross
Editor of Page Design 
mross.shshighlander@gmail.com
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this change is to 
fit in more time 
required by the 

state, it stills 
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the students

“Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit,” 
directed by Kenneth Branagh, 
is a movie that anyone and 
everyone can enjoy.  Jack 
Ryan, a CIA analyst from the 
Tom Clancy books played by 
Chris Pine, discovers a Rus-
sian plot to collapse the U.S. 
economy while working his 
Wall Street office job.  He is 
thrown into a world of action, 
deception, and apprehen-
sion when he gets sent on a 
mission to Moscow to help 
unravel their operation.  
   Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit 
incorporates well played, 
action-packed scenes with 
plenty of plot, back stories, 
and twists to make it not only 
exciting, but also interest-
ing.  It requires no prior 
knowledge to enjoy and the 
story isn’t too complicated to 
follow along with, an under-
standing of global finance 
helps comprehension but is 
not necessary.   The movie 
balances drama and suspense 
with the occasional comedic 
relief.  In a day and age with 

such a push to make things 

edgier, the producers of Jack 
Ryan created something 

   For seniors, college ap-
plications are a thing of 
the past.  The January 1st 
common app deadline has 
come and gone and now 
the process is out of their 
hands.
   But rather than sit 
around and wait, many se-
niors must spend this time 
searching for scholarships, 
especially those for whom 
money is a deciding factor 
in the college search.
   There are, basically, 
three types of financial aid: 
need-based, merit scholar-
ships, and student loans.
   Need-based and merit 
scholarships can help 
qualified students partially 
cover the substantial cost 
of college tuition.  But ac-
cording to The Chronicle 
of Higher Education, 
more than 60% of college 
students are still forced to 
take out annual loans to 
pay for their education.
   The thought of early 
20-somethings already 
deep in debt, just for going 
to school, begs the ques-
tion: in an age where a 
Bachelor’s degree is equiv-
alent to a high school di-
ploma of 25 years ago, how 
much debt is too much for 
a four year degree?
   According to the Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, 
almost one fifth of the 37 
million Americans with 
outstanding student loan 
debt are still paying it off 
in their 50s.

   It is pretty terrifying to 
think that in a couple of 
months students will be 
making a financial decision 
that could continue to af-
fect them for the next three 
decades.

It is pretty 
terrifying to think 
that in a couple of 
months students 
will be making a 
financial decision 

that could 
continue to affect 
them for the next 

three decades.
   If a family has the money 
to pay for an excessively 
expensive education at a 
big name university, then 
by all means, they should 
do it.  But for students who 
will have to borrow just 
to get through school, it is 
important to take into ac-
count the long-term impli-
cations.  The type of degree 
they will be able to obtain, 
how many years (four, 
five, six?) it will take them, 
and the kind of salary they 
can count on right out of 
school are all factors to 
consider before accepting 
any kind of student loan.

Staff Editorial

modestly appropriate, lack-
ing vulgar 
scenes and 
minimiz-
ing gore 
during 
each of 
the action 
scenes. 
    Al-
though 
there is 
a moder-
ate body 
count and 
the movie 
could be 
scary for 
younger 
audiences, 
this movie 
is not 
nearly as 
graphic as 
its Bourne 
or James 
Bond 
counter-
parts.  
   For 
example, 
although 

Ryan must drown a person 
to avoid being murdered, the 

producers shot the scene 
to keep it from being too 
gruesome and Ryan shows 
remorse after doing so.  Also, 
nearly every kill in the movie 
was executed with a clean 
shot, meaning the movie 
can be enjoyed by even the 
queasiest of viewers.  Ryan’s 
fiancée Cathy, played by 
Keira Knightley, is portrayed 
in a positive light, bringing a 
win for women as she boldly 
joins in on the action.  They 
set an example of a healthy 
relationship and, although 
Ryan must lie to his wife for 
legal reasons, they are sup-
portive and work through 
their troubles together. 
    Jack Ryan is a movie 
anyone can enjoy, combining 
the best of many worlds and 
making it finally possible for 
everyone to get their way on 
date night, family night, or 
just when hanging when out 
with friends.

 Running time: 105 minutes,   
MPAA rating: PG-13, 3.5 
stars out of 4 

Education Expenses
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After the holiday season one 
is left with an array of items; 
some great and some not so 
fabulous. There are many dif-
ferent opinions on returning 
gifts. Some people believe if 
the gift isn’t perfect than it is 
no problem to return, while 
others are hurt and take it 
personally.
   There are different consid-
erations to think about when 
returning a gift. First it is 
important to remember that 
the gift giver has taken a lot 
of time and effort to pick out 
something.
   One has to balance their 
feelings with wanting to 
return the gift. If one is 
always the type that returns 
a gift then maybe the gift 
giver might stop trying to find 
something special knowing 
that they will return it any-
ways.
   It is always easier to return 
something if they attached 
a gift receipt because it can 
be embarrassing to ask for 
the receipt for an item. Also 
some stores have strange 
return policies that only give 
you part of your money back 
if you don’t have the receipt. 
Attaching a gift receipt is a 
subtle way of telling friends 
and family it’s ok to return a 
gift.
   Returning gifts is okay in 
some situations. If the gift 

giver is adamant that they 
want you to love the item and 
it is okay with them to return 
then it is easy to return the 
item. There is something to 
be said abut knowing that 
you will never wear or use the 
item and not wanting to waste 
the money they spent on it. 
It is better to have something 
you like than something that 
will hang in the back of your 
closet for years to come. Of 
course, if the item doesn’t fit 
or you already have the gad-
get it should be returned and 
you shouldn’t feel bad asking 
for the receipt.
   So when is returning not 
ok? If you return some-
thing that has little mon-
etary attachment but rather 
a tremendous amount of 
sentimental value it would 
be very hurtful if you return 
the item. The gift giver will 
look for that item when they 
come to your home or look 
to see if you have used it or 
are wearing it. They will soon 
realize you returned it and be 
disappointed.
   People need to take into ac-
count other peoples feelings 
when they continually return 
items. They might just give 
you money or gift cards in 
the future so they don’t waste 
their time and that might be a 
bit impersonal. 
    If the gift is kept and they 
see you wearing it makes 
them happy that they picked 
something good. Remember 
it really is the thought that 
counts!

Meghan Flynn
Editor of Student Life
lsperling.shshighlander@gmail.com

Gifting Guilt 

   A car’s bum-
per nearly 
nudges mine 
as it tries to 
force itself 
into the line. 
The driver 
coolly refuses 
to make eye 

contact with me as I try 
to keep from laying on 
the horn. It’s already 3:05 
PM and I’ve been sitting 
in the parking lot for 15 
minutes. Three cars have 
already refused to let me 
in front of them and one 
more wiggles its way past 
my own, blocking me out 
and trapping me in a box 
of frustration and shiny 
car doors. The driver 
etiquette in the parking lot 
is growing more and more 
disheartening. People are 
carelessly cutting others 
off and refusing to let them 
exit, all while keeping their 
faces straight, too shamed 
to even look at the person 
they’ve just scorned.
   Where did the human-
ity go? When I was a new 
driver at Seaholm, exit-
ing the parking lot was 
a simple task of slipping 
into the line and sharing a 
friendly wave to whomever 
let you in. People waited 
and understood the system 

of take a space in line and 
give a space in line. Those 
who carelessly sped up the 
side and tried to break the 
unspoken rules of the lot 
were punished by park-
ing lot attendants, forced 
to wait on the side and to 
bathe in the snide glances 
directed towards them for 
trying to get away with 
such an act.
   Nowadays, every day 
spent in the parking lot 
brings me closer to death. 
The amount of drivers 
who rocket up the line, 
nearly taking out a few 
students along the way, 
has increased to a disturb-
ing amount. The carefully 
painted “STOP” on the 
road is blissfully ignored 
as students breeze by, forc-
ing an entire line of other 
drivers to slowly await 
their death trapped in 
their stationary row. At the 
Midvale Road exit, drivers 
must slam on their breaks 
as cars in the other line 
don’t yield to the right-of-
way, five of them breezing 
through at a time. 
   Without attentive obser-
vation from a parking lot 
attendant, the Seaholm 
parking lot has become a 
scene out of Lord of the 
Flies – every person for 
themselves, trying to make 
sure that they get out as 
fast as possible but ulti-
mately bringing the whole 

process to a slow stop. A 
large amount of accidents 
have already happened 
this year and frustration 
is growing within the 
student body. Nobody is 
willing to be the better 
person and help restore 
the parking lot to its previ-
ous harmony.
   The solution is simple: 

give back in the parking 
lot. Until we can get more 
militant observation by 
attendants, we need to rely 
on each other. Follow the 
stop signs and the right-
of-way. Let people in and 
thank those who let you in. 
Wait your turn and don’t 
try to force yourself in if 
it doesn’t happen imme-
diately. The golden rule 
applies in any situation: 
treat others like you would 
want to be treated. If you 
don’t want to fight bumper 
to bumper with other cars, 
then don’t be the reason 
they’re driving so aggres-
sively.

Paige Korner
Staff Writer 
pkorner.shshighlander@gmail.com

Listen to 
Luke:

   Consider the last sport-
ing event you attended, 
Seaholm game or other-
wise. Now delve a little 
deeper: who was playing, 
men or women? Based on 
popular belief, you were 
watching a male sporting 
event. But the question is, 
why?
   Seaholm is a prime 
example of this gender-
barrier in sporting events’ 
attendance. Boys’ basket-
ball and football games 
are much more publicized 
in the hallways than girls’ 
basketball or volleyball. 
This doesn’t seem like a 
coincidence, seeing as the 
majority of sports watched 
on television are also male 
sporting events.
   “I have noticed that peo-
ple would usually choose to 
go to boys’ sporting events 
more than girls. I think 
that this has something 
to do with the past, since 
girls’ sporting events are 
relatively new,” sophomore 
Mary Sanders, a member 
of both the cross-country 
team and the track team, 
said.
   Title IX, the law passed 
opening up sports to both 
girls and boys, may have 
opened up the realm of 

sports to girls across the 
country, but it doesn’t ap-
pear to be making a dif-
ference in what gender is 
regularly watched. Title IX 
was passed in the year of 
1972, giving the country 
over 30 years to familiarize 
themselves with the idea. 
   Sure, there is a small 
percentage of people who 
would rather sit in the 
stands and cheer on their 
favorite female athletes, 
but the majority seems to 
remain rooting for their 
favorite male team. Even 
during the WNBAs’ season, 
while the men are off, there 
is more coverage and sto-
ries on the NBA than that 
of the WNBA. 
   On ESPN SportsCenter, 
during the month of July, 
there were 5 stories on the 
WNBA with a total time 
of two minutes and forty 
seconds, whereas on the 
same station, the NBA 
was covered by 21 stories 
for fourteen minutes and 
forty-four seconds.
   Though many argue it’s a 
matter of competitiveness 
as well as winning streaks, 
it seems this trend derives 
from a long history of boys’ 
sports being more promi-
nent. Admittedly, change 
isn’t always easy. However 
in this case, it’s a matter of 
whether or not the players 

have ponytails.  
   It seems that this gender-
barrier is something that 
isn’t just seen in sports. 
“Studies have found that, 
on average, children’s 
television and family films 
offer about one female with 
a speaking part for every 
two males.” This statistic of 
unbalanced gender ratios 
has remained relatively 
stagnant for over 20 years, 
USC communications 
professor Stacey Smith, of 
USA Today, found. 
   “Although Title IX has 
opened doors and in-
creased visibility and 
popularity during the past 
40 years for female ath-
letes, spectator attendance 
often lags behind that of 
male sports,” Gazette.net 
said. 
   Coming to a girls’ event 
would not only introduce 
you up to different rules 
of the same events you 
enjoy watching for boys’, 
but it would also allow you 
to watch a wide variety of 
new sports. A whole realm 
is created when you open 
your eyes to a world of new 
sporting events.
   “Since girls started with 
no one watching, let alone 
paying to watch them play, 
things have come a long 
way.” Said the MPSSAA to 
Gazette.net.

Sports: Boys Only?
Tess Collins
Guest Writer

 Nowadays, 
every day spent 

in the parking lot 
brings me closer 

to death.

The sex-
ist mindset 
hasn’t arisen 
from a soci-
ety with the 
intention 
of degrad-
ing women, 
rather, it 

originated from the many 
attitudes, stereotypes, and 
beliefs widely accepted by 
today’s culture. Feminism 
efforts are too concentrated 
on defining a broad issue 
to blame; rather efforts 
should be more oriented 
towards finding solutions, 
when presented with prob-
lems. 
The media determines 
much of how women are 
portrayed—whether it’s the 
news, television, music, 
and the internet. Unfor-
tunately, the media runs 
what they believe will sell 
to the people, failing to 
consciously dwell on the 
impact they will have on 
society. 
What the media sells is de-

termined by the population 
as a whole, and each time 
women buy into its sexual 
innuendoes and demean-
ing references; they con-
tinues to feed the monster 
that brings them down. Al-
though they are frequently 
unsettled by some of the 
images shown, they aren’t 
willing to put aside their 
own enjoyment for the 
betterment of society.  A 
person wouldn’t rarely con-
sider watching their favor-
ite movie, just because it 
portrays women negatively, 
or even change the chan-
nel on the radio, to protest 
the way Kanye West talks 
about chicks, in his upbeat 
songs. They aren’t going 
to stop laughing at inap-
propriate jokes and they 
aren’t going to stop accept-
ing what the media tries 
to sell—although it is the 
greatest step we could take 
towards crumpling the 
growing tower of sexism. 
They continue to complain 
about how sexism holds 
them back, as they hold 
back any progress we could 
be making towards equal-
ity.
   However, the issue goes 

further than the negative 
impact the media creates.  
The fact of life is that for 
every boy who admires the 
way a girl looks, there’s a 
girl who won’t give some 
boys a second glance 
because they’re too short, 

their voice is too high, or 
they have too much acne.  
Girls objectify men too, 
maybe not always in the 
same ways but it’s undeni-
ably true.  For each boy 
that is pushed aside, there 
will always be another 
boy that gets away with 
mistreating women just 
because of the way his eyes 
sparkle.  Although this 
isn’t necessarily right, it 

is repeatedly accepted by 
society. Similar to how no 
one is going to boycott a 
funny movie because it’s 
crude, no one is willing to 
reject a cute boy because 
he makes rude jokes.
Not only is society’s treat-
ment of women decided 
by their acceptance to it, 
but how they treat them-
selves.  Those who are 
shown respect are the 
ones who respect them-
selves. It isn’t a secret that 
women frequently have 
a low self esteem or that 
they place values on them-
selves, based on what 
they believe others think of 
them. Respect has become 
something people expect 
to be just handed over; not 
something a person must 
work to earn through the 
way they carry themselves, 
the way they act, or they 
way they treat others.  El-
eanor Roosevelt once said 
“No one can make you feel 
inferior without your con-
sent.”  Women must stop 
letting the opinions of oth-
ers rule their opinions of 
themselves.  To be treated 
equally and with respect, 
they must demand it.

Standing for Feminism

No one can make 
you feel inferior 

without your 
consent.

- Elanor 
Roosevelt

Olivia Miller
Staff Writer
omiller.shshighlander@gmail.com

Parking Problems

When I first saw The  Legend 
of Zelda: A Link Between 
Worlds announced, I was 
skeptical to say the least. A 
top-down Zelda game? What 
is this? 2004? I was hop-
ing for a 3D Zelda game that 
takes full advantage of the 
3DS’s capabilities. Oh, how 
wrong I was.
   First off, the game controls 
extremely fluidly. It couldn’t 
be better. The graphics are 
decent as well. The story 
gets the job done. Where 
this entry excels, however, 
is the gameplay, design, and 
content.
   The bird’s eye view has 
surprisingly deep and com-
plex gameplay, and the game 
lends itself to some interest-
ing techniques. Do I stun this 
enemy with a boomerang 
then shoot it with an arrow? 
How about freezing it with ice 
then finishing it off with my 
sword? Like a game of chess, 
the concepts are fairly simple 
but lend themselves to having 
many ways to play.
   However, the majority of 
the enemies in the game can 
be bested by using just your 
sword, due to the mostly lack-
luster A.I. Most baddies have 
the intelligence of a cooked 
radish. 
 The main, new game play 
mechanic introduced is the 
ability for the main charac-
ter, Link, to merge into the 
walls as a picture, where he 
can move horizontally to gain 
access to new areas or solve 
puzzles. This new dynamic is 
surprisingly fun and creative. 
Can’t cross a gap? Turn into 
a picture and walk along the 
wall. A fireball is about to 
destroy our hero? Not if he 
becomes a painting to avoid 
it.
   As far as design goes, the 
overworld is essentially the 
same as the 1991 game, The 
Legend of Zelda: A Link to 
the Past. Of course, some 
caves are changed, but the 
design is ripped right from 
the classic title. The dungeons 
are completely new, thank-
fully, and they are some of the 
best dungeons of all the Zelda 
games. 
   The game is sorely lacking 
in the multiplayer depart-
ment. Now, you may be 
thinking, “This is a Zelda 
game, dude. It’s single play-
er!” Various past, handheld 
Zelda games had multiplayer. 
Also, there is a feature in the 
game where you essentially 
battle against another Link 
that has similar abilities as 
you. Nintendo could have 
easily put multiplayer in the 
game, and it would have been 
phenomenal.
 Zelda games are known for 
lots of content. Aside from 
plot related items there are 
plenty of things out there 
for the “collectathon” lover. 
A handful of hard-to-obtain 
empty bottles, loads of heart 
containers, and 100 little sea 
creatures will keep you busy 
long after the main quest 
ends.
  It doesn’t stop there. There 
are other items that I’ll keep 
secret, but I must touch upon 
one topic: the cucco (chicken) 
ranch minigame. In this 
tricky challenge, the player 
is enclosed in a rectangular 
fence and must dodge flying 
cuccos for 30 seconds. There 
are three difficulties, along 
with Endless, where one tries 
to survive as long as he/she 
can. 
   There is a reward for getting 
999.99 seconds on Endless. 
That is over 16 minutes! 16 
minutes seems like an eter-
nity when you are dodging 
the little feathered demons 
with one-hit-kills. This task 
is so challenging, the good 
folk over at Nintendo couldn’t 
do it. Neither could I, try as 
I might. I have only got-
ten about 270 seconds (4.5 
minutes). 
   If you listen to Luke, you 
will give this game a go. 
It’s worth it, unless you’re 
obsessed with getting 100%, 
in which case stay away; 
those cuccos are diabolical. 
If Ganon listens to Luke, he 
would stop trying to steal the 
Triforce.

BIRMINGHAM/
BEVERLY HILLS

Heart 
Shaped 
Pizza 

Plus tax • No coupon necessary
Personal heart shaped pizza
Cheese & 1 item (extra items 99¢)

Just $5.99

Exclusively
At

Papa Romano's!

Maple & Cranbrook 
(2515 W. Maple) 248-433-0800

Delivery • Carry-Out • Catering

Stores independently owned & operated • At participating stores
Offer good while supplies last • Prices may vary • Limited time offer,

expires February 14, 2014
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The Highlander spoke with 
Career Counselor Judith Stahl 
to get her perspective on 
how the college application 
process has changed over the 
years. 

Q: What is the largest change 
you have seen in the college 
admissions process over your 
career?

“The greatest trend I have 
experienced is the increase 
in volume of applications 
received by institutions.  I be-
lieve this has been caused by 
the introduction of the com-
mon application which makes 
applying to several schools 
quickly more easily complet-
ed.  I also believe more high 
school graduates are recogniz-
ing the importance of obtain-
ing a 4 year degree and many 
schools make this possible for 
all ranges of student perfor-
mance.”

Q: Do you think it has got-
ten “harder” to get into top 
schools now as opposed to 10 
or 20 years ago?

“Yes, absolutely.  Again, I feel 
this is due to the increased 
volume of apps received 
which naturally increases the 
profile of students accepted.  
Admissions can reap a more 
competitive pool of applicants 
due to this tremendous selec-
tion which in turn, increases 
the requirements to gain 
entry.”

Q:  Do you think the col-
lege admissions process has 
become more or less focused 
on standardized testing over 
time?

“That’s a tricky question as 
each institution has a unique 
way of evaluating applicants. 
However, over 485 institu-
tions have recognized the 
apparent disconnect between 
standardized testing and stu-
dent achievement in college 
and have gone “test optional”.  
This allows students to not 
submit a standardized score 
for review of their applica-
tion and eventual decision.  
Schools of this type do cau-
tion, however, these students 
exercising this option must 
show much deeper rigor in 
their transcript as proof they 
can work at a college level.  
For colleges still requiring 
submission of a standardized 
score, I feel they put more 
weight into the trend and 
rigor of the transcript and use 
this testing as supporting the 
applicant’s academic ability.”

Q: What are the changes you 
see currently happening the 
college admissions process 
and what do you predict for 
the future?

“The current trend in review-
ing applications is in the 
holistic approach.  Students 
are no longer reviewed solely 
by hard scores but viewed as 
student with many talents 
such as extracurricular activi-
ties, athletics, work experi-
ence, career shadowing, etc..  
They are assessing how this 
student will contribute to both 
academic and campus life.

“The trend I see emerging in 
this future is the method in 
which colleges will attempt 
to sift through the excessive 
volume of applicants.  I feel 
colleges will institute Early 
Decision to address students 
who are truly committed to 
attending their school and 
thus, if they release an admit, 
the yield will guarantee a 
100% commit as per the con-
tract signed.  As an example, I 
was speaking with the Direc-
tor of Admissions and Presi-
dent of Northwestern Uni-
versity which is deemed as a 
highly selective school.  They 
indicated their intention to 
increase their admits through 
Early Decision to 48% for the 
next cycle of applicants.  Ad-
ditionally, another trend I feel 
will emerge to deal with ex-
ponential growth of applica-
tions is demonstrated interest 
whereby student interest is 
tracked.  This helps a col-
lege predict how serious the 
student is to actually accept a 
positive admissions decision.”

Evolution of 
Application 

Process

College Education’s Hidden Price Tag 
Charlotte Hoppen
Staff Writer
choppen.shshighlander@gmail.com

   The thrill students feel after 
being accepted to college is 
short lived after they look at 
the price tag of their dream 
school.  According to senior 
Anastasia Monroe, the cost 
of education will ultimately 
be the deciding factor in the 
decision of where she will be 
next year.
   The in-state tuition is com-
paratively lower than the out 
of state tuition, which plays 
a role in where students both 
apply and choose to go.
   Senior Emma Yanakiev’s top 
three choices are the Univer-
sity of Michigan, Rice Univer-
sity, and the University of Los 
Angeles (UCLA). According to 
Yanakiev, she and her parents 
compared the in state and out 
of state tuitions and decided 
where to apply.
   “Michigan is one of my top 
choices anyways, but the price 
helped me decide to apply 
there,” Yanakiev said.  
   So how much of a difference 

does living in the state make?
   According to the University 
of Michigan’s website, the 
in state tuition for a fresh-
men education is $26,240, 
including tuition and fees, 
room and board, books and 
supplies, and other expenses.  
The out of state tuition cost is 
$53,490, also including room 
and board, books and sup-
plies, and other expenses.
   The University of Michigan 
is also a public university, 
which makes the cost lower 
than a private college.  How-
ever, out of state tuition and 
the cost of private schools are 
rather close in comparison.
   For example Rice Univer-
sity, a private school, costs 
$54,291 according to the Rice 
University website. Compared 
to the University of Michigan 
out of state is $53,490, the 
prices are relatively close to 
each other.
   Seaholm counselor Kristy 
Fekaris has seen first hand 
the heartbreaks of students 
after they are unable to attend 
the college of their dreams 

because of the location.
   “I remember last year in 
counseling some students that 
had already done visits and 
had fallen in love with differ-
ent campuses that were out 
of state and there was no way 
that was going to happen,” 
Fekaris said.
   Money plays a large role in 
the deciding factor, according 
to College and Career Coun-
selor Judith Stahl.  Stahl says 
the financial situations and 
the ability to receive financial 
aid in some cases may be how 
students decide. 
   For example, merit aid is the 
financial aid or scholarship 
you can receive based on your 
academic achievements and 
other school related accom-
plishments.
   “Merit aid is strictly based 
on merit,” Stahl said.
   The ability to receive finan-
cial aid is also a factor because 
it can make a large impact in 
the total cost of tuition.  Stahl 
believes students and fami-
lies should not solely base 
their applications on the cost, 

because when they receive fi-
nancial aid it can change their 
decision.
   “I think students and 
families can get scared by that 
cost,” Stahl said, “but then 
the financial aid packet comes 
and they receive money.”
Scholarships also may not be 
handed out as easily because 
of the area code of Seaholm 
students.
   “Dayton is private so its 
more expensive, Grand Valley 
is cheaper than both, and then 
Michigan is in the middle, 
but they don’t offer as much 
money for scholarships,” 
Monroe said when making 
her decision.
   There are many other 
elements of schools that will 
cause a student to think about 
going there. Some examples 
include if the school has pro-
grams of their interest and if 
they would be a good fit, but 
the pricing for some students 
will ultimately determine 
their fate.
   “I have a lot of things going 
into my decision, but I know 

for other people the money 
is one of the biggest factors,” 
Monroe said.
   Money plays such a large role 
in deciding because students 
don’t want to be in debt after 
school, according to Yanakiev. 
   “I don’t want to be in debt for 
a long time,” Yanakiev said. 
   Fekaris believes that the best 
way to avoid the tragic deci-
sion between cash and college 
is to discuss the money matter 
before visiting.
   “I think it’s extremely im-
portant that the students and 
parents have the conversation 
about what’s realistic and what 
can they contribute,” Fekaris 
said. “That conversation needs 
to take place early on before 
the student falls in love with 
the campus.”
   Whatever their choice, come 
fall many students will be pay-
ing the price on education.
   Contrary to Jessie J’s song, 
“Price Tag,” for seniors decid-
ing where they will spend the 
next four years, it’s all about 
the money.

   It is no secret that the 
majority of Seaholm students 
are college ready after their 
senior year, but how many are 
gap year ready?
   According to Seaholm coun-
selor Walt Romano, very few 
are willing to delay college. 
   “I don’t think we’ve had 
more than five kids do it in 
my nine years here,” Romano 
said. 
   A gap year is commonly 
defined as a year off of school-
ing between high school and 
college, usually filled with 
volunteering, traveling, or 
working. 
   The Wall Street Journal 
cited the two top reasons for 
taking a gap year as a de-
sire for self-exploration and 
burnout from the competitive 
pressure of high school. 

Theresa Ross
Staff Writer
tross.shshighlander@gmail.com

Gap Year or Straight to College?
   “I think it is extremely 
beneficial for students to take 
a year off to go abroad, see 
the world, find out what is 
important and meaningful to 
them, and get a sense of self 
so they can better know what 
they want to do for the rest 
of their lives,” Seaholm 
teacher Sharon Nayak said.
   Opinions at Seaholm 
seem to be split about the 
affects a gap year can have 
on further study. 
   In a survey conducted 
by the Highlander, all 20 
responders answered they 
would not take a gap year. 
   Juniors Heather Lee and 
Katie Corbett both voiced that 
a gap year was not a normal 
option for them, partly due to 
expectations put on them.
   Junior Nick Ross went fur-
ther by denying the option at 
all costs due to the disadvan-
tage he believes it would put 

on him later in life. “The years 
you don’t learn are just giving 
the other kids an advantage 
who don’t take a year off,” 
Ross said.
   Many of the reasons survey 
responders mentioned for not 

taking a gap year were based 
on the fact they did not know 
all of the details.
   For those who worry about 
being able to go back to 
school, The Wall Street Jour-
nal found 90% of students 
who take a gap year return to 
college. 
   In addition, The Wall Street 

Journal found that taking a 
gap year is linked to higher 
motivation in college.
   Universities have been tak-
ing notice of this, with many 
going as far to design an 
option for students to defer 

for a year. Yale University 
specifically has created an 
office for interested stu-
dents with resources and 
programs.  
   “There is no reason to 
rush through college to get 
on with your life so if you 
want to slow that process 
down and have other 

experiences before four or five 
years of college it’s not a bad 
idea,” Romano said. 
   A Wall Street Journal on-
line survey found 55% of 74 
responders would use a gap 
year for travel and leisure.
   Seaholm junior Lily Talmers 
hopes to take a gap year after 
graduating. She was inspired 

by her father and uncle who 
both traveled after high 
school. 
   “I think it gave them the 
ability to handle themselves 
in a variety of situations,” 
Talmers said. “Ideally, I’d 
like to go to Greece to achieve 
fluency in the language of my 
religion and family.”
   The chance to travel abroad 
can be a financial burden 
however. Costs can vary 
widely, running anywhere 
from $10,000-$20,000 for a 
year long program and living 
costs, according to gap year 
consultant Holly Bull in the 
Wall Street Journal. 
   The decision to take a gap 
year is debated, but it is a de-
cision that Seaholm students 
can make. 
   “The core value of a gap 
year is to be able to say, I can 
choose and create my life,” 
Bull said. 

I think it is extremely 
important for students to 
take a year off to find out 

what is important to them. 

- Sharon Nayak

The Highlander’s Guide to Unhealthy College Habits
Drinking: 
Drinking is a problem that can happen during any age 
however; it has proven to be susceptible amongst college 
students. According to the National Institute on Alcohol 
Abuse and Alcoholism, four out of five college students’ 
drink and 50% of the students that choose to drink, 
consume alcohol through binge drinking. NPR associates 
unreasonable drinking apart from the predominant idea 
that, ‘college kids are drunken fools who in the streets.’ 
To regulate unhealthy drinking habits, practice ways to 
refuse alcoholic beverages, to prevent yourself from being 
tempted and set a tentative goal for how many beverages 
you want to consume, on a weekly basis. 

Hygiene: 
While the college lifestyle has proven to be an exhilarating 
experience for many, don’t let college take a toll on your 
hygiene. According to Simmons College Center for Hygiene 
and Health in Home and Community, based on college 
campuses and recent studies how Influenza was contracted, 
“contact with contaminated surfaces may account for 31%.” 
After a study was conducted, it was found that communal 
showers are the most contaminated area, and shelter 40 
times the number of bacteria than toilet seats. To prevent 
vulnerability to bacteria such as: MRSA, E. coli, fecal organ-
isms, streptococcus, etc. practice good hand/oral hygiene, 
stay within your dorm when sick and maintain dorm cleanli-

ness, by disinfecting on a weekly basis.

Procrastination: 
Procrastination, putting off assignments/tasks until ‘tomor-
row’ has proven to be an increasing crime amongst students, 
however, has also proven to be an indicator of unhealthy 
behavior amongst many college students—negatively affect-
ing their sleep, diet and exercise patterns. An Ohio State 
study compared the grades of severe, moderate, and low 
procrastinators in a study skills class. Severe procrastina-
tors averaged a grade of 2.9 (out of a 4.0 scale) while those 
who less frequently procrastinated earned an average of 3.6 
— a considerable difference. Bruce Tuckman, the profes-
sor behind the study revealed students using justifications 
as their excuse to putting off assignments, when in reality 
are standing behind wishful thinking. To beat procrastina-
tion first assess the task to be completed, designate a time 
table to break down the assignment, and rid yourself of any 
distractions. Between completing tasks reward yourself, to 
actively keep yourself motivated.

All-Nighters:
College students are infamous for staying up all night either 
doing last minute class work or hanging out with friends. 
Most students know that it probably isn’t the best idea but 
what they don’t know is that it takes approximately 3 days 
to recover from an all-nighter. A study by St. Lawrence Uni-
versity found that 59% of students pull all-nighters to finish 
school work. A tip from chemistry.about.com said that when 
it is necessary to stay up all night to not overload on caffeine 
or junk food. The website When Life Gives You Lemons, 
reminds students to take breaks in order to remain focused.

Freshman 15:
With college comes the increase in food options. Dorm food, 
Vending machines, and the cafeteria offer many options for 
students. But all that excess food can add up. According to 
CNN, the “Freshman 15” is just extra flab that comes with 
a decrease in muscle mass and physical activity, increase of 
alcohol consumption, and a dramatic change from healthy 
foods to those high in sugar and fat. About 70% of students 
gained a significant amount of weight from the start of col-
lege to the end of sophomore year. To counter the all-you-
can-eat mentality, eat three solid meals a day and cut down 
to only two or three snacks. Also, when eating lunch or din-

ner fill your plate with 50% greens like vegetables or a salad.

Social Media:
Social media continues to affect college applicants 
and graduates! It’s important to remember that 
while college students fall under the ‘adult’, and the 
legal drinking age, pictures of last Saturday’s party 
don’t help your cause or assure your employer either. 
According to careerbuilder.com 25% of managers 
claimed to use some form of social media to examine 
candidates, and 51% of those refrained from hiring 
a prospective employee, due to the content on their 
Facebook page. To prevent yourself from making rash 
decisions on social media, consciously ask yourself if 
the post ‘needs’ to be posted, and if your posts portray 

yourself accurately. 
Prescription Pills:
People of all ages are diagnosed with ADD or ADHD however, 
that doesn’t stop undiagnosed college kids from taking pre-
scribed pills. According to the East Carolinian, prescription 
pills like Adderall or Ritalin are taken to help  students stay 
awake all night, to study for tests or do last minute home-
work. 34% of undergraduates have taken prescription pills, 
and by the time students reach their senior year, the number  
increases to 60%. Becoming too dependent on these pills 
can lead to addiction. Don’t try to quit alone. Helpguide.org 
encourages students to talk to friends. When alone, it could 
be too easy to get discouraged and rationalize “just one more 
pill.” Also, try to work on time management. This way, stu-
dents won’t be tempted to take more pills, at the last minute. 

Skipping Classes:
Unlike high school, college doesn’t reprimand students for 
skipping class; rather, it provides students with a sense of 
independence and freedom. However, recent studies have 
proven that students often take advantage of this fact and 
justify skipping class. Missing class isn’t a rare occurrence, 
according to everycollegegirl.com, students often skip 
class to catch up on sleep or assignments. A study done by 
Radford University showed that 81% of students do skip. 
However, skipping class is a habit that students should leave 
behind, and refrain from continuing in the professional 
world. Getting into the practice of skipping class/work, 
could get you fired. Try to find a friend to walk or drive to 
class with. You’ll be less likely to skip when you know some-

one is waiting for you to go with.
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Splash of Art

A Look at the Seaholm Lot
Zack Lapinski
Staff Writer
ZLapinski.shshighlander@gmail.com

and Chrysler), so it shouldn't 
come as a shock that 72% 
of the cars in the Seaholm 
parking lot are American. On 
the other hand, It may come 
as a surprise that less than 
5% of students paid for their 
car, 17% partially paid for 
their car, and only 24% pay 
for their own gas. It is also 
interesting that while 60% of 

Earnest W. Seaholm High 
School has a reputation for 
having stereotypically spoiled 
students from wealthy fami-
lies. One of the oft repeated 
arguments from students 
outside of Seaholm to prove 
this generalization of wealth 
and pampered lifestyles is 
the contents of the Seaholm 
Student Parking lot. 
   In the eyes of a student 
from another high school, it 
seems like a mythical land 
full of brand new luxury 
sedans, exotic sports cars, 
and top-of-the-line trucks; A 
sea of chrome trim, leather 
upholstery, large engines, 
and expensive technology.        
   To put this debate to rest, 
The Seaholm Highlander has 
conducted a survey to find 
out exactly what kinds of cars 
are being driven around the 
parking lot and who is paying 

for them. 
    The survey consisted of 
8 questions.  Some of these 
results could be easily pre-
dicted, while others are quite 
surprising. For example, 
Birmingham is a suburb near 
Detroit and home to many 
workers and executives from 
the Big 3 automotive compa-
nies (Ford, General Motors, 

students had no say in which 
car they were given to drive, 
76% are happy with the car 
they currently drive, meaning 
either many students were 
lucky enough to get a car they 
liked or students simply learn 
to love what they drive. Due 
to the uncertainties about 
whether a chosen college will 
allow cars for freshman, 43% 
of students don't know if they 
will have a car their first year 
of college, and 36% know for 
a fact that they will not. As 
for they rumors of brand new, 
nice cars lining the Seaholm 
parking lot, the survey shows 
that only 23% of cars are of 
the model years 2012 and 
newer. Whether that number 
is surprising or whether it is 
enough to show that Seaholm 
truly is a spoiled school is in 
the eye of the reader. In real-
ity there are still students who 
pay for their own cars and 
there are plenty of older cars 
in the Seaholm parking lot. 

   Christine Terterian started 
experimenting with art when 
she was six or seven years old.  
    “I’m heavily involved in and 
plan on studying both art and 
writing; so that I can bring 
all the people and things I’ve 
created in my head to life,” 
Terterian said.
   Terterian finds inspiration 

in daily life.
   “From objects lying around 
the house to features that 
I see on people or the little 
traits that slip through when 
they talk, it makes me want to 
create something around it,” 
Terterian said.  
    Terterian has experimented 
with charcoal and pastels but 
sticks to mostly pencil and 
paper and occasionally digital 
art.  She is most interested in 
character art and animation, 
specifically 2D animation.  

Caroline Squatrito
Phtoto Editor
Csquatrito.shshighlander@gmail.com
Madeline Tew
Phtoto Editor
MTew.shshighlander@gmail.com

One of Christine Terterian’s watercolor paintings,  Terterian 
does mostly watercolor, but has also been know to drawings. 
Terterian was once the cartoonist for the Highlander.  Photo 

Courtesy of Christine Terterian . 

#SeaholmSadies
 There’s been alot of hype go-
ing around Seaholm about sa-
dies and students are asking 
their dates in big ways. The 
Highlander asked students 
to tweet their unique Sadies 
asks with the #SeaholmSa-
dies in preperation for the big 
dance. Top: Sophmores Kayla 
Lang and  Brendan Knight, 
Bottom Left to Right:  juniors 
Kate Owens and Jeff Bowman 
and sophmores Gabby Tru-
ong and Matthew Akroyd.

It is almost guaranteed that 
on any given day at Seaholm 
someone will utter the phrase 
‘you’re a typical Birmingham 
white girl.’  However it is 
evident that this label exists 
far beyond the halls of Ernest 
W.  In fact, one of the sug-
gestions when typing in the 
Google search bar is ‘common 
white girl.’
   So what is the typical Bir-
mingham white girl?  Senior 
Michael Shaben defines the 
stereotype as “a girl who 
wears the long black North 
Face down jacket, black Lu-
luLemon leggings, and Uggs 
or Hunter Boots”.  
   The origins of the phrase 
are uncertain, yet junior Em-
ily Abbott believes the label 
gained popularity on social 
media.  
   “I believe this stereotype 
originated as a general soci-
etal consensus and has been 
enhanced at Seaholm by the 
numerous social media ac-
counts directed solely towards 
‘common white girls,’” Abbott 
said.
   The two most common 
uses of social media amongst 
Seaholm students, Twitter 
and Instagram, enforce the 
common white girl stereotype.
   “There’s common white girl 

Twitter everywhere and peo-
ple hash tag common white 
girl when they post pictures 
of their Starbucks,”junior 
Rachel Meso said.
   Birmingham females then 
retweet these offensive re-
marks, which junior Emma 
Schuele believes makes it ap-
propriate for others to target 
them as common.
   “Common white girl’s 
retweet them, so they’re mak-
ing it acceptable to be dis-
criminated,” Emma Schuele 
said.
   With a stereotype solely 
based on appearance, Shaben 
noted that the label includes 

a majority of the Seaholm 
female population.
   “I think girls wear it because 
it's easy to throw together and 
let's them blend in with our 
affluent society,” Shaben said.
   Evidently many males, dif-
ferent races, and people from 
outside of Birmingham wear 
Ugg’s and drink Starbucks,  
yet the stereotype is aimed 
only towards younger fe-
males.  According to a High-
lander survey, over 57% of the 
female population at Seaholm 
have been called the ‘typi-
cal Birmingham white girl.’ 
Over 80% of these girls have 
also called someone else this 
stereotype.
   Like slang, the common 
white girl phrase is thrown 
around Ernest W. as if no 
one would be offended by 
it.  Females call other female 
students out on it, and males 
are just as guilty.
   “I don’t mean it seriously, I 
just say it as a joke,” said one 
anonymous student.”
As with any generalization of 
a group of people, “the com-
mon white girl” can also be 
interpreted as an extremely 
negative connotation. 
   “I think this stereotype is 
bad and ridiculous. If some-
thing is common, it is for 
good reason,” Abbott said.  
For instance, the long North 

Face parkas are not worn 
so girls can ‘fit in’ with the 
crowd, they're worn be-
cause they are the comfiest 
and coziest coats and suit-
able for the cold Michigan 
weather.”
  Abbott has been referred 
to as ‘a common white girl’ 
by peers but doesn’t take it 
too seriously.
   “One day I'll be called a 
common white girl and the 
next I'll be called a hipster, 
all depending on what I'm 
wearing. In reality, I really 
just am who I am and dress 
however I want to de-
pending on the day,” said 
Abbott.
   Judging others based 
on their appearance is the 
foundation of the ‘common 
white girl’ label.  Yet, those 
who use the phrase need to 
remember, a girl isn’t any 
less unique just because 
she fits a stereotype based 
on her appearance. 
   “Each girl is unique, and 
just because a girl likes a 
style of shoe that is consid-
ered popular, that does not 
mean she is basic and just 
like the rest in any way,” 
Abbott said. “A girl may be 
the last thing from typi-
cal, but if she is drinking 
Starbucks, she's labeled as 
common, which is crazy.”

Charlotte Hoppen
Staff Writer
Choppeni.shshighlander@gmail.com

Essential items of the white 
girl; Hunter boots, starbucks, 

and a long coat. Photo by   
Charlotte Hoppen

Lulus and Parkas; the New Norm for White Girls

 Designed by Olivia Miller and Zack Lapinski
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   If you enjoy 
basketball, 
high school 
sports, athletic 
people, and 
domination, 
I recommend 
going to see 
the next girl’s 

varsity basketball game. 
   After seeing this team in 
action, I can honestly say this 
is the best women’s basketball 
squad I’ve ever witnessed. 
This team, currently sitting at 
10-2, is led by senior for-
wards Tyra Thomas and Elise 
Tolbert, along with freshman 
guard Mackenzie Harbort. 
   This team is full of all-stars. 
Nearly the whole roster is 
composed of incredible ath-
letes that are very reliable out 
on the hardwood. These stars 
include Elise Tolbert who is 
an all-around remarkable 
player who can be useful in 
any big-time situation. Tyra 
Thomas is another key player 
who is a presence in the paint 
that can post up pretty much 
any competitor. Mackenzie 
Harbort, the freshman sensa-
tion, will knock down any 
shot, from long range to short 
range she can tickle the twine. 
Sophomore guard Patty Gi-
rardot and junior guard Kate 
Owens are two players that 
can also hit the tough shot in 
the clutch situations. 
   Mackenzie Harbort is one 
of the best players to come 
through Seaholm in a while. 
Watching her play is a treat. 
In warm ups, she hardly 
missed a shot and in the 
game, her three-point range 
was jaw-dropping. Harbort 

has been playing basketball 
for years, and not only against 
people of the same gender. 
Harbort played with boys in 
AAU leagues, which enhanced 
her abilities. Since she is only 
a freshman, Harbort will have 
the next three and a half years 
to improve as a player and it 
is definitely possible to see a 
division one scholarship com-
ing her way in the future. 
   With the loss of impact 
players such as Grace Ken-
nedy, Caitlin Davis, and Maria 
Callaghan, the team has been 
crippled. All three of these 
sidelined players would no 
doubt help the team out, but 
the Maples are doing a great 
job without them, dominat-
ing the competition this far 
into the season. It will be 
no surprise if the team get 
that much better when these 
players return, until then, 
I’m sure Seaholm will do just 
fine handling the upcoming 
competition. 
   Under the rock solid coach-
ing of January Hladki, along 
with the help of team man-
ager Morgan Loveland, the 
Maples have successfully 
made some noise within the 
girls’ basketball community. 
Coach Hladki has turned this 
team around after serving as 
the JV coach for some years.    
    If this is how the team con-
tinues to play, I could see a 
long run toward the state title. 
With all the amazing athletes 
that make up the Maples’ 
roster, it is definitely pos-
sible for them to have a shot 
at adding themselves to the 
ever-growing list of Seaholm/
Birmingham women’s state 
champions. Come watch their 
next game on Friday, Febru-
ary 7 against Troy Athens in 

the Seaholm gym at 7:00pm. 

Reed Powers
Sports Editor
rpowers.shshighlander@gmail.com

Reed My Lips: Get 
on the Bandwagon

Adrenaline kicks in as sopho-
more Tucker Pfaff swiftly 
maneuvers himself downhill. 
   A month’s training has led 
to this moment. How he acts 
within the next ten seconds 
will determine his placement; 
the pressure is on.
   Slowly inhaling and exhal-
ing, he maintains focus and 
mentally revises his tech-
nique, as he concentrates on 
the final destination. 
   “My dad ski raced in high 
school; and he got me into it,” 
Pfaff said, “I’ve loved it ever 
since.” 
   Currently, Pfaff skis for 
Seaholm’s ski team, and his 
private team, Win Alpine. 
   His ski-racing career first 
took off when his father, Doug 
Pfaff, introduced him to ski-
ing at age three.
   Doug Pfaff motivated him to 
enroll in a few races to start 
off his ski career.
   “We’re a ski family,” Doug 
Pfaff said. “He [Tucker] did 
some recreational races when 
he was probably ten or 11, and 
it really suited him and it fits 
his personality.” 
   While some may believe 
Pfaff’s passion for ski rac-
ing started from his parents’ 
encouragement, according to 
Doug Pfaff, it derived from his 
[Tucker’s] hard work; which 
paid off. 
   “I’ve never known anybody 
either in my professional life 
or on other teams that I coach 
that works as hard as Tucker, 
or is as focused as he is on a 
goal,” Doug Pfaff said.
   According to Seaholm ski 
team coach Rick Tincu, right 
from the beginning,Tucker 
Pfaff’s natural talent was obvi-
ous, and his pre-high school 

training was noticeable.  
   “You can pretty much tell 
that he [Tucker] had been 
trained or he had a lot of 
training behind him,” Tincu 
said.
   His skilled training led to 
success. 
   “[My proudest moment 
is] making Junior Olympics 
twice,” Tucker Pfaff said.

   

According to Tucker Pfaff, it 
was his determined mindset 
and training that led him 
from the local slopes’ bunny 
hill, to the Junior Olympics 
for ski racing.
   Tincu says that the Junior 
Olympics is no easy task. 
Qualifying at that level means 
hard work, dedication, and 
lots of training.
   Becoming an accomplished 
ski racer at age 15 is usually 
unheard of.  According to 
Tucker Pfaff, after the Junior 
Olympics, at age 16, athletes 
become eligible for the Olym-
pics. 
   After exceeding the standard 
Junior Olympics age, Tucker 
Pfaff has taken a more eased 
approach to his ski-racing 
career.
   However, he continues to 
ski race at school and pri-

vately. Tincu believes this 
has helped him from a social 
standpoint, in making friends 
and being a role model to his 
teammates. 
   “He influences others to do 
well by his performance,” ski 
teammate Jenny Pederson 
said. “It encourages others to 
excel.” 
   Not only is Tucker Pfaff 

a positive influence on his 
teammates, but an example of 
constant improvement. 
   “An accomplished skier is 
somebody that always tries to 
be the best, and he [Tucker] 
does that,” Tincu said. “They 
may or may not finish first, 
but they don’t make big mis-
takes. If they do make mis-
takes, then they correct them, 
and that’s what he does.”
   Yet ski racing has also 
proven to help Tucker Pfaff 
beyond physical endurance 
and has offered him a posi-
tive solution to dealing with 
stress. 
   The sport occupies a consid-
erable amount of time, as it 
requires him to practice seven 
days a week, and partake in 
competitions seven to eight 
hours long. 
   “[I practice] three hours 

a day,” Pfaff said, “over 20 
hours a week.”
   Due to the constant pressure 
ski racing imposes, Tucker 
Pfaff now feels comfortable 
with handling stressful situa-
tions.
   “It’s affected me a lot in 
terms of how I deal with 
stress, because it takes up a 
lot of hours of my training 
and my time,” Tucker Pfaff 
said. “So when you’re at the 
top and about to go down the 
hill, you are very stressed out, 
so it’s helped me deal with 
other stressful situations.”
   Doug Pfaff also agrees that 
the most beneficial part of his 
son’s ski racing experience is 
his time management. 
   He believes that if ski racing 
enforces a constructive ap-
proach to handling high-pres-
sure situations and logical 
thinking, then the time spent 
is worth it. 
   Tucker Pfaff enjoys the 
adrenaline that accompanies 
the sport the most. However, 
in ski racing, there are no 
second chances. After weeks 
of training, it only takes one 
minute to determine your 
placing. 
   “I like the fact that you train 
for however many hours and 
then your race is condensed 
down to a minute or so,” 
Tucker Pfaff said. “So it’s basi-
cally weeks of training for a 
minute of racing and it really 
gets your adrenaline going.”
   Despite being ineligible for 
the Junior Olympics, Tucker 
Pfaff doesn’t see his ski time 
ending anytime soon.
   According to Doug Pfaff, he 
will continue skiing for the 
rest of his high school career, 
where he will spread his de-
termination and hard work-
ing skills to the rest of the ski 
team.
   “I will keep skiing for the 
rest of my life,” Pfaff said. “I 

love it.”

   When the high school foot-
ball season winds down for 
seniors, most players cherish 
their last moments on a foot-
ball field. However, for some 
seniors like Dylan Kanaan 
and Karl Marback, they are 
working harder and harder 
everyday to make it on the big 
stage next year in college. 
   Strong 
safety, Dylan 
Kanaan and 
defensive 
end, Karl 
Marback are 
two players 
on Seahom’s 
football team 
being re-
cruited. The 
Highlander 
spoke with 
both Dylan 
and Karl 
about the ac-
colades they 
have achieved 
over the past 
few years. 
   How many 
schools are 
you getting 
recruited 
by? What 
schools are 
they?
   Dylan: “I’m 
getting re-
cruited by a total of around 23 
different schools. Those in-
clude all divisions and confer-
ences, ranging anywhere from 
athletic powerhouses such as 
Boise State, to more academic 
oriented schools such as Har-
vard and Dartmouth.”
   Similarly, Karl originally 
was being recruited by Michi-
gan native colleges, but then 
expanded out east.
   Karl:  “I went to Yale, Cor-
nell, and University of Penn-
sylvania football camps, and 
ended up loving them.”
   What has more weight 
when choosing a school, 
academics or athlet-
ics?  
   Dylan: “When recruiting 
started for me during my 
junior year, my only interest 

was the success of the school’s 
football team. I tried to dis-
regard anything division 2 or 
division 3 related. However, 
as I began evaluating my life 
during my senior year, I real-
ized football is only going to 
be four more years of my life. 
I want to make the mature 
decision and go to a school 
based on its academics.” 
   Karl:  “Academics definitely 
carry more weight. Obviously, 

I take into ac-
count the state 
of the football 
team, how-
ever, academ-
ics is what is 
most impor-
tant for my 
future.” 
   Does the fi-
nal decision 
on a school 
depend on 
the scholar-
ships being 
offered?
   Dylan: “My 
final deci-
sion was not 
based on how 
much money I 
would re-
ceive, but it is 
always helpful 

to not have to 
pay the full tu-
ition. Times are 
tough, and it is 
difficult for any 

family to pay for college.” 
   Karl:  “Ivey League schools 
actually aren’t allowed to give 
out athletic scholarships, so 
money didn’t really play a 
huge factor on deciding which 
school I go to. It was mostly 
really a decision on which 
school I liked better in terms 
of non-athletic qualities.”
   Dylan recently committed 
to The University of Chicago, 
the 5th best school in the na-
tion (usnews.com). Karl also 
recently committed. He of-
ficially is devoting his talents 
to Yale University, ranked #3 
in the country (usnews.com). 
Along with other Seaholm 
High School seniors, Dylan 
and Karl will be seeing a 
football field once again, for 
fall of 2014. 

Jordan Gasper
Staff Writer
jgasper.shshighlander@gmail.com

Senior Football Play-
ers On Their Way To 

The Next Level
   For most people, Janu-
ary means new beginnings, 
resolutions, and celebrations. 
For others, it means the wrap 
up of college football. On 
New Years Day, many people 
surround themselves with 
friends and family to watch 
their favorite teams play in 
bowl games. With the most 
anticipated game being the 
Rose Bowl, next year is a little 
different. 
   For most of the last two de-
cades, the Big 10 contenders 
usually consist of Michigan, 
Ohio State, or even Wiscon-
sin. After ending Ohio State’s 
reign of two consecutive un-
defeated seasons, the Michi-
gan State Spartans headed 
off to Pasadena for the first 
time in 25 years, with some-
thing to prove. Shockingly 
upsetting the #2 team in the 
country, the Spartans had the 
momentum to end up beat-
ing the debatably overrated 
11-2 Stanford Cardinal. With 
an early loss to unranked 
Notre Dame, Michigan State’s 
chances of a BCS National 
Title game were diminished. 
Five teams out of the top 10 

have only lost one game. 
   This raises a question: who 
deserves to go to which bowl 
game? The current Bowl 
Championship Series (BCS) 
is a selection system that cre-
ates five bowl match-ups in-
volving ten of the top ranked 
teams, in which the top two 
compete for the BCS National 
Championship Game. Seems 
fair, right? Well, it’s not. 
   The BCS relies on a combi-
nation of polls and computer 
selection methods to deter-
mine relative team rankings, 
which decides the contend-
ers for each bowl game. 
With each individual teams 
scheduling their own games, 
each team has a different 
difficulty of teams they play 
in their schedule. #1 Florida 
State (FSU) will be going to 
the national championship 
game. Completing an unde-
feated season and winning 
their conference, FSU has 
rightfully earned their spot. 
However, playing a smorgas-
bord of mediocre teams can 
lead to an undefeated season. 
How do we know that FSU 
would beat lower ranked 
Alabama, or even Baylor? 
For that matter, why should 
Michigan State, or even Ohio 
State settle for a lower bowl 

Jordan Gasper
Staff Writer
jgasper.shshighlander@gmail.com

game considering they have a 
comparable record to the #2 
team in the nation? 
   The current system is much 
too opinionated. Analysts can 
say that MSU or OSU had too 
easy of a schedule, and that 
they haven’t proved them-
selves against “real” teams. 
However, if they don’t have 
the chance to prove them-
selves against high ranked 
teams, then they get the short 
end of the stick.
   After several years of this 
type of controversy in NCAA 
football, commissioners have 
finally decided to replace the 
flawed system. Beginning 
next year, the new playoff 
post-season format will host 
four teams who will play in 
two semifinal games, with 
the winners advancing to the 
championship game. The six 
bowls: Rose, Sugar, Orange, 
Cotton, Fiesta, and Peach 
Bowl will rotate as hosts for 
the semifinal games. 
   This change has immense 
impact on the whole league, 
but the Big 10 specifically. 
If this playoff process was 
implemented for this year, 
the Spartans would have their 
shot at powerhouse South-
eastern Conference (SEC) 
and Atlantic Coast Confer-

ence (ACC) teams to land 
their spot in the national title 
game. This new system will 
eliminate all error of analyst 
opinion. If a team loses in one 
of the playoff games, they are 
out. There is no discrepancy, 
or a commissioner to blame 
as a scape goat.
   Typically, people view the 
SEC as the most competitive, 
and the Big 10 being the easi-
est out of the major divisions. 
Previously, the people who 
selected contenders for bowl 
games would discredit the Big 
10 due to their easier sched-
ules, compared to the SEC. 
Losing one game this year, #2 
Auburn will have their spot in 
the title game. Also losing one 
game, Baylor and Michigan 
State aren’t even in conten-
tion for that spot.  Auburn is 
#2 because they play in the 
SEC and beat Alabama. How 
do we know MSU can’t beat 
them? 
   This new system next year 
will take away countless 
factors that go into the bowl 
selection process. Will it 
help a Big 10 team go to the 
national championship game 
once again? It’s working in 
our favor, but only the future 
will tell.  

BCS College Football Bowl Game Format 

Changed Drastically for 2014 Season and After

Sophomore Skiier’s Years of Practice Pays Off

Photo By Doug Pfaff
Sophomore Tucker Pfaff skiing GS at Boyne Highlands

Photo By  Diedra Righter
Senior strong safety Dylan 
Kanaan patrols the back-
field in a game this past fall 
against Southfield.

Sports 
Briefs
Boy’s Varsity Basketball

Record: 6-4
Last Game: 2/5 @ Rochester Ad-
ams, L 70-42
Next Game: 2/8 @ Avondale
Key Players: Austin Roth, Jeff Bow-
man
Quote: “We still haven’t hit our 
stride yet.” 
-Senior Guard Joey Nagridge

Boy’s Swimming/Diving
Record: 4-0
Last Game: 2/1 County meet, 2nd 
place
Next Game: 2/21 home, league 
meet 
Key Players: Michael Shaben, Na-
than Anderson
Quote: “It going well, everyone is 
really motivated and working hard 
for the state meet.”
-Junior Jack Russell

BU Varsity Hockey
Record: 8-9
Last Game: 2/4 @ Pickney, W 8-7
Next Game: 2/13 vs. Royal Oak
Key Players: Chase Iacafano, Lewis 
Parris
Quote: “It’s been a lot of fun.”
-Senior Forward Luke Braun 

Girl’s Varsity Basketball
Record: 10-2
Last Game: 2/4 vs. Ferndale, W 64-62
Next Game: 2/7 vs. Troy Athens
Key Players: Tyra Thomas-Spratley
Quote: “We are building momentum 
at the right time to finish the season 
how we wnat to finish. The team is 
coming together, the chemistry is 
great.” 
-Coach January Hladki

Boy’s Varsity Wrestling
Record: 11-9
Last Game: 1/31 @ Southfield 
Next Game: 2/8 @ Groves
Key Players: Jack Payne, Reed 
Cortright
Quote: “We’ve had our ups and 

Varsity Cheerleading
Place: (Competition Based)
Last Competition: 2/1 @ Troy 
Athens, OAA Finals
Next Game: 2/14 @ Warren 
Woods
Key Players: Suzzanna Grindem, 
Annamarie Wehby, Jordan How-
crowft
Quote: “This season so far is go-
ing very well and we’re improv-
ing a lot throughout. We’re trying 
new things that will improve our 
skills and scores.” 
-Senior Sydney Hessen

downs but overall its been pretty 
good.”
-Junior Jack Payne

BU Skating
Record: A Team- Tied for Third
               B Team- Sixth Place
               C Team- Second Place
Last Game: 2/4 @ Dearborn
Next Game: 3/23 @ Lansing
Key Players: Sophia Capito, Kendall 
Spina
Quote: “I think it’s a lot of fun and it’s 
nice for C team to go to States for 
the second time in a row” 
-Sophomore Hannah Chung 

BU Skiing
Record: 1 Team Race Won
Last Game: 2/4 @ Brighton, 2nd 
place
Next Game: 2/12 @ Pine Knob
Key Players: Tucker Pfaff, Andy 
Sagante
Quote: “Last year we weren’t a very 
strong team, this year we have really 
imporved a lot. This year our team 
has a lot of chemistry and we’re 
working well together.” 
-Sophomore Tucker Pfaff 

Varsity Maple Motion
Place: Placed in POM for 
Preliminaries @ NDA Nationals
Last Competition: 2/1 @ ESPN 
Center in Orlando, FL
Next Game: Performing Halftime 
at Home Basketball Games
Key Players: Suzanne Buxton, 
Allison Davis
Quote: “We worked hard and we 
supported our teammates even 
though we had injuries,” 
-Sophomore Ariel Zalesin 
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