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Curtis Granderson speaks to a reporter after his third annual 
Celebrity Shoot-Out, Sunday at Seaholm    Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

  Hundreds gathered at Seaholm’s Gymnasium 
Sunday to attend former Detroit Tigers centerfielder 
Curtis Granderson’s third annual Celebrity Shoot-Out 
charity basketball game.    
   The event, a fundraiser for his Grand Kids charity, 
was Granderson’s farewell to Detroit as he departs to 
New York for the upcoming MLB season. Fans were 
treated to a close game, a 59-57 win for the Black 
team.
   Michigan-connected celebrities played a friendly game of five on five 
basketball -- all for a good cause. 
   The White team featured Michigan State University football star T.J. 
Duckett, MSU basketball starts Antonio Smith, Mateen Cleaves and 
Dateline NBC reporter Chris 
Hansen. 

    The Black team 
starred former 
Harlem Globetrotter 

“The 8th Wonder”, 
Michigan Fab Fiver 
Jalen Rose, and former 

U of M  wide receivers 
Desmond Howard and 
Tai Streets.

   “I will do anything 
for the kids. I love that I 

got the opportunity to get 
involved,” Streets said. “I 
learned about a month in 
advance and asked if I could 
be a part of the event.”
   The packed gym filled with fans of Granderson and those participating 
in the event, ranging from past football players to Seaholm Principal Terry 
Piper.
   “The game was a great event in every way,” Piper said. “We raised 
thousands of dollars for the Curtis Granderson foundation and I really 

enjoyed being part of it.”
   Before the game, a video tribute covered Granderson’s time here in 
Detroit and how he interacted with the community. It played heavily on 
the theme of following your dreams. 
    “I always wanted to do an event like this, but I thought I couldn’t do this 
until I made a name for myself,” said Granderson. “I get personal joy out 
of achieving dreams for kids.”
   After the video, Seaholm’s own Shea Renne gave a strong performance 
of the national anthem.
   The game began with a bang when the 8th Wonder, threw down a 
one handed dunk to open up the scoring. The Black team was favored 
throughout the game by the fans and was coached by Detroit Red Wings 
defenseman Brian Rafalski.
   “I was honored to be a coach,” Rafalski said. “It’s great meeting all the 
people but really anything to help kids and the community.” 
   After going up by 12 points, the Black team backed off and allowed the 
White team to get back within seven until ESPN’s Jemele Hill drained a 
long two point shot as time expired, leaving the halftime score at 33-28, 
advantage black team.
   During the half, Maple Motion gave a high-energy performance. 
Granderson then raffled off and hand-delivered memorabilia, including 
signed baseball bats, gift cards, his cleats, and even signed World Baseball 
Classic baseballs, one of which senior Dan Bailey won.
   “It was crazy,” Bailey said. “I wasn’t expecting to win. It was really cool 
to shake his hand.”
   Beginning the second half, both teams’ shooters were hot and the 
competition was heating up, while referee announcer Granderson began 
having fun with the players.
   He cited the 8th Wonder for being un-registered to play, took bribes from 
ESPN’s Dana Jacobson and 
awarded the White team 
six free throws for “too 
aggressive of defense”.
  The crowd ate it up.
   “It was really funny seeing 
the players pick on each 
other,” junior Jacob Kiehle 
said. “It was a really fun 
event with just ridiculous 
calls throughout.” 
   Although the Celebrities 
were the only scheduled 
players for the shootout, 
children sitting courtside 

were selected 
at random 
to be guest 
shooters for 
either team 
at the free 
throw line.
   “Just 
being able 
to interact 
with the 
community 

and put smiles on people’s 
faces really was what I was looking forward to,” FSN Detroit reporter 
Trevor Thompson said.
   The game slowly came to a close, as each team was held scoreless for 

the last 30 seconds as the black team took the win by a two-
point margin. Scoring 21 points, the 8th Wonder took MVP 
honors.
   But the real winner, Granderson said, was the Grand Kids 
Foundation.
   “I think this event was very successful,” Granderson said. 
“We packed the gym, we raised a lot of money for education 
and we just had fun. I didn’t view it as a goodbye to Detroit 
as much as I viewed it as a thank you to the city and the fans. 
They are who have helped shape me as a player and person, 
and I will always be grateful for that.” 
   Although he didn’t play, boys varsity basketball coach Jose 
Andrades enjoyed directing the Black team to the win.
   “I just got to spend time with some great people and great 
athletes,” said Andrades. “I got to have fun while raising 
money for a good cause.”
   Nobody was more proud than Granderson, the 
organization’s founder. After the game, a happy Granderson 
gave an upbeat speech and thanked everyone for their time 

and effort towards himself and the foundation.
  “I thank all of you for my time in Detroit,” Granderson said. “Without the 
fans, I am nothing, I appreciate everyone coming here and allowing me to 
leave Detroit on such a positive note. Thank you.” 

Central Admin Takes Voluntary Pay Cut
      The BPS central administrative team has 
decided to take a voluntary 4% pay cut for the 
2010-11 school year, hoping--they said---that  
other BPS staff follow their example.
    “It’s important that we ask everyone to take 
4% reduction to minimize the impact of cuts 
on our instructional program,” BPS Deputy 
Superintendent Paul DeAngelis said. “But if we 
are going to sit on one side of the table and ask 
people to lower their compensation, we should 
have already done those ourselves.”
      DeAngelis is one of eight administrators who 
accepted the voluntary pay reduction. Other 
members of the central administrative team 

include Superintendent David Larson, Assistant 
Superintendents M. Jon Dean, (Business) 
Debra Piesz, and (Curriculm) Dr. Steve Palmer; 
Executive Directors (Special Services) Kelly 
Friedland-Lovik and (Technology) Lisa 
Martinico, and Marcia Wilkinson, Director of 
Community Relations.
   The $50 thousand that the district saves from 
this salary cut will go directly towards offsetting 
the district’s deficit. However, DeAngelis says 
administrators did not necessarily take a cut to 
save money, but rather to make a statement. 
   “I think what it does more than anything is it 
demonstrates that we as a central office team we 
understand how serious these budget cuts are,” 
DeAngelis said.
  BEA Vice President and Seaholm teacher 
Scott Craig was not impressed by the voluntary 
cut. 

  “While some central administrators might 
have taken a voluntary cut recently, some of 
those same administrators had extra increases 
in pay over the last 3-4 years that we teachers 

did not get,” Craig said.
   Both BPS and the BEA have put in formal 
requests to begin bargaining for next year’s 
contracts. The central administrative team is 
hoping to find areas for cost reduction.
   “We are looking at all our staffing levels and 
programs right now,” said DeAngelis. “We 
are looking at how we can reduce costs with 
either a reduction in service or restructuring the 
programs so we can do it with fewer people and 
fewer resources.” 
   Craig says the BEA has yet to take a firm 
stance on salary cuts, but the union will still 
fight for what they feel is in the best interest of 
their members.
   “We aren’t taking a hard position as to what 
we are willing to accept or not accept at this 
point,” Craig said. “But we don’t feel that our 
members our overpaid.”

   According to Craig, BEA feels that BPS 
should begin to consider using fund equity 
money to balance the budget rather than resort 
to drastic pay cuts.
   “Although these are tough economic times, 
the district does need to use some of the fund 
equity to get us through these times,” Craig said. 
“It’s called the rainy day fund. We’ll, we think 
it’s definitely raining.”
   Labor agreements do not expire until June 30, 
but BPS wants to begin negotiating soon with 
hopes that it will save the district money.
   “We had asked that all of that come to the 
bargaining table now rather than wait until 
the spring in hopes that if we make these 
concessions in these labor agreements, we 
won’t have to make some reductions necessary 

 “We aren’t taking a hard 
position as to what we are 
willing to accept or not accept 
at this point, but we don’t 
feel that our members our 
overpaid.”

Scott Craig
BEA Vice President

Former Michigan football head coach 
Lloyd Carr signs autographs before tip-off.                        
Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Seaholm senior Dan Bailey shakes 
Curtis Granderson’s hand after 
winning an autographed baseball.

Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Former Tiger 
Says Farewell to 
Metro Detroit

Grand Finale
  The students who attend the Lincoln Street 
Alternative school will most likely be moving 
to a different school. 
   Exactly to which school and when they’ll be 
moving the district has not announced. 
   Though few details have been released, BPS 
Spokesperson Marcia Wilkinson confirmed 
that the building along with the auxiliary lot on 
Lincoln Street are both on the market.
   “The district is entertaining offers on both 
pieces of property,” Wilkinson said. 

By Josh Cohen

  

   The district is not ready to make an assessment 
on how successful the newly instated ‘Pay to 
Plug’ policy has been to date. Not all teachers 
who are paying to keep appliances in their room 
have been accounted for.
   “We’re not completely through with the 
process,” Wilkinson said. “It will probably take 
another two weeks.”
   The district will have to wait until they get the 
electric bill from January until they know how 
effective the policy has been.
   “It’s going to be a while before we know the 
numbers,” said Wilkinson. “The numbers from 
December aren’t entirely accurate, because 
school was out for two weeks.”

By Josh Cohen

  Why can students sit in the dark auditorium 
during shows without the emergency lights 
shining down on them, but at future school 
dances, they will now be required to keep the 
emergency lights on full blast? 
   This is the question many Seaholm students 
asked when they heard the rumors that he lights 
are to be kept on during upcoming school 
dances. 
   At the winter dance on December 8, the 
combination of the DJ’s smoke machine and 
a malfunctioning sensor upstairs set off the 
fire alarms in the school. The cafeteria was 
evacuated and everyone was ushered outside. 
   The fire department came to inspect the school 
and noticed that the emergency lights were 
blacked out downstairs in the cafeteria. 
   Seaholm principal Terry Piper got a phone call 
from the Fire Marshall the next day saying that 
it was a violation of the fire code to cover up the 
emergency lights and that from now on, they 
need to remain uncovered. 
   “This is not an administrative decision, or 
anything that’s meant to be punitive,” assistant 
principal Deb Boyer said. “But to be in 
compliance and in order not to be written up 
and/or fined, we have to make sure that we’re 
in compliance with the laws regarding the fire 
code.”
   She added that at future school dances, Student 
Congress is no longer allowed to black out the 
emergency lights using any kind of material. 
   “Of course we understand that people don’t 
want to be illuminated under a spotlight so our 
problem here is that the emergency lights are 
supposed to be illuminated, they’ve always 
been on, because if there’s a power failure, there 
is no other light,” Student Congress Advisor 
Ann DeBoer said. 
   Birmingham Fire Marshall Charlie Monti told 
the Highlander that under no circumstances 
can the emergency lights be covered up.  If the 
power was to go out during a dance and the 
lights were covered up, then there would be 
no way to see the exits and leave the building 
safely. 
   Student Congress has been meeting with 
Piper to see if there is another place to hold the 
upcoming Sadie Hawkins Dance. 
   “We’ve thought about holding [it] in the gym 
hallway like Groves did their homecoming, 
but the lights would have to be kept on there 
too,” senior Student Congress member Kate 
Murray said. “We’re looking into our options of 
potentially getting the light switches turned off.”
   When asked if she thought attendance at the 
dances would decrease, Murray said “I think 
we’ll have the same number of people purchase 
tickets, but people will probably leave a lot 
earlier.”
   This year’s Sadie Hawkins is sponsoring the 
junior class and the money will go towards 
making tickets for prom next year less 
expensive. 
   “We’re trying to do the best we can for this 
dance [Sadies] and then rethink again, we just 
hope the students will support us,” DeBoer said. 
“They all need to remember that the dances are 
held to support the students. So money raised 
either goes to the class or to support prom ... At 
the same time it‘s providing a fun experience 
for people.”

BPS: Lincoln St. 
Alternative 
Building For Sale
News Briefs

Pay to plug update:

     Seaholm teacher Peter Shaheen and the Stu-
dent Advisory Board are organizing an “envi-
ronmentally friendly” euchre tournament to 
raise funds for the Haiti relief. 
     “[The Student advisory Board] is going to 
make a hundred dollar donation,” Shaheen told 
the Highlander.
     The tournament will 
take place February 6 
in the Seaholm Media 
Center, starting at noon. 
Students will choose 
their own partner. The 
entry fee is 20 dollars. 
One hundred percent of 
the profits will go to the 
relief. 
     Although it isn’t a 
chance to win money, there are prizes available 
to the winners. 
    “Our 
hope is 
that the 
p e o p l e 
who are 
going to 
the Sadies 
Dance [later 
that night] 
will get up 
early to help a 
good cause,” 
Shaheen said.
    On January 
12th, an earth-
quake with a magnitude of 7.0 
hit Haiti, killing as many as 300,000 people, ac-
cording to published reports. 

Charity Euchre 
Tourney Funds 
to Help Haiti

By Ellie Woodruff
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   Upon arriving at the Seaholm gym, I could tell that this event was going to be a 
success.
    One hour before tip off, the line to get in stretched from the far-side gym door 
all the way to the entrance, and people were buzzing to see their favorite athletes, 
media personalities, and faces from popular culture.
   Starting to get excited, my fellow staff members and I picked up our media passed 
and strolled into the event. 
    While there was clear excitement, there was also a casual feel to the event that 
enabled these celebrities to let their guard down.
    After walking onto the court, I struck up a conversation with Antonio Smith, a 
former MSU basketball standout and original Flintstone.
    “It’s great seeing all these guys,” Smith said. “It’s always great to see Mateen.” 
    Smith, a genuinely classy guy, seemed as interested in my journalism as I was 
about his basketball--not something that I expected.
   “Newspaper, that’s where it’s at,” Smith said, as he expressed his approval with a 
handshake. “Tell me about the newspaper. Do you guys sell it?” 
     I explained to him that as a school paper, we don’t sell the paper, and any money 
we make off ads goes back into producing the paper. And then I told him about our 
website.
    “You guys got a website? Nice. What’s it called? Keep up with the journalism 
man, that’s great,” Smith said.
    After this great encounter with Smith, I felt exceedingly confident to make my 
way around the floor to talk to some of these people.
   The next person I saw was Flintstone Mateen Cleaves, the face of Michigan State 
basketball when they won the 2000 NCAA National Championship in Indianapolis, 
beating Florida. 
   In the NBA, Cleaves played for the Pistons, Kings, Cavaliers, and Supersonics.
   “When I was asked to play in this event it was a no-thought,” Cleaves said. “I’m 
always down with a chance to help the community.”
     Cleaves enjoyed seeing some familiar faces.   
    “I love seeing all these MSU guys here and the Michigan guys too,” Cleaves said. 
“I mean, we’re all friends.”
     Cleaves talked about former Maple Matt Ishbia, who played for the Spartans on 
the 2000 National Championship team.
     “Ishbia’s my boy,” Mateen said with an ear-to-ear grin. “I was hoping he would 
be here today.”
   Cleaves is happy that Will Gholston from Detroit Southeastern High School, who 
also played in the game, will be going to MSU to play football.
      “I’m glad that he is staying right here at home,” Cleaves said.
     On the Spartan-filled end of the gym, I spotted former MSU running back TJ 
Duckett, sporting an impressive beard, sitting down behind the basket.
    “It’s a great event,” Duckett said. “It’s important to help people that are less 
fortunate and this is a great way to help out.”
      Duckett had a good idea of his plans for the game.
       “I’m going to hang out around the arc,” Duckett said. “I’m too small to play in 
the post.”
    Next, I found future Spartan Gholston--last but certainly not least of the Spartans 
in attendance.
   “It’s cool hanging with T.J., Antonio, and Mateen,” Gholston said. “This game 
should be a lot of fun.”
      After talking with some Spartans, I strolled over to the other side of the court 
to talk with former Fab Five member, 14 year NBA veteran and ESPN basketball 
analyst Jalen Rose.

     Rose talked about how he became an analyst after his playing career, and is 
grateful that he is able to do it.
       “I got lucky,” Rose said.
      “At the end of my playing career I started working as an analyst, and I’ve been 
doing it ever since,” Rose said.
     Shooting triples next to Rose was Wolverine Heisman trophy winner Desmond 
Howard.
       Howard also played a long NFL career with the Redskins, Jaguars, Packers, 
and Raiders, before ultimately finishing his career right here with the Detroit Lions. 
Howard is currently an analyst for ESPN.
      Howard was excited for the game.
       “It is an honor to share a locker room with two members of the fab five, Jalen 
Rose and Jimmy King,” Howard laughed.
      Playing alongside the athletes were famous faces from the world of broadcasting. 
       Dana Jacobson was excited for the event, and talked about how she began as a 
sports commentator.
      “I’m here for Curtis,” Jacobson said. “A lot of people here are people that I have 
covered for ESPN, and I’ve made friends with a lot of people that I’ve covered.”
      Years ago, Jacobson had different ideas for her career.
       “Originally I wanted to be an actress,” Jacobson said. 
       “I went to an audition while I was in school at Michigan, and discovered that I 
wasn’t very good, and that other people were very good,” Jacobson said.
     FSN reporter Trevor Thompson expressed his love for what he gets to do for a 
living.
     “It’s not work,” said Thompson. “I love covering sports.”
     Before the start of the game, the lights went off as a series of clips bidding farewell 
to Curtis Granderson played on three large projection screens.
    The game was played at a casual pace, as everyone got involved.
     Antwan “8th Wonder” Scott stole the show with a series of three-point shots 
along with extravagant dunks as he showed off his leaping ability to the 1,200 plus 
in attendance. 
    Scott previously played for the Harlem Globetrotters as well as being an And1 
Streetball star.
     In the second quarter while sitting behind the basket, I got a face full of sports 
columnist and radio personality Terry Foster, who was flying down the lane after 
an attempted layup.
     One humorous moment came when Chris Hansen from Dateline’s “To Catch a 
Predator” fell down out of bounds and accidentally landed on Seaholm Highlander 
photographer Sidney Krandall.
    Granderson seized the opportunity to have some fun with this moment, saying 
that perhaps Chris should be on his own show as the crowd laughed.
     Lindsey Boeckl, the Highlander’s other photographer, also took the brunt of a 
player flying out of bounds.
    “Jimmy King stepped on me,” said a good-natured Boeckl. “It hurt a lot. He asked 
a couple of times whether I was alright after it happened.”
   With three different staff members absorbing some collisions courtside, it just 
goes to show that when covering a game, sometimes you need to take your lumps.
     Duckett showed his soft side, at one point picking up a toddler and holding him 
up to the rim in an attempt to get the youngster a basket.
     Granderson was hilarious with his unusual officiating and running commentary.
    When the team with Jalen Rose and Desmond Howard started to pull away, 
Granderson made a series of calls to tighten the game, such as silly technical fouls 
against the team.
    When it came to close out of bounds calls, Granderson would often let crowd 
noise determine the call.
     All in all, the event raised a great deal of money for the Grand Kids Foundation, 
and Granderson made sure that everyone who took part had a great time.

Seaholm principal Terry Piper contests the shot of former NFl 
running back and MSU standout TJ Duckett.
Photo by Sidney Krandall

Former Michigan head coach Lloyd Carr signs an 
autograph for Seaholm senior Hannah Falberg after the game.
Photo by Sidney Krandall

Erin Nicole, arena hostess for the Detroit Pistons, signs an 
autograph for a kid who attended this event. 
Photo by Sidney Krandall

Fans hand former Detroit Tiger Curtis Granderson 
(off-camera, left) programs and pictures to autograph after the 
game ends. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Former Tiger Granderson 
Brings Charity Game to B’ham 

Shooting For a Cause

ABOVE: Former heisman trophy winner and NFL wide receiver Desmond How-
ard is mobbed by fans eager for his autograph. RIGHT: The 8th Wonder throws 
down one of his many thunderous dunks at the event. Photo by Sidney Krandall

New York Yankees centerfielder Curtis Granderson and Detroit Pistons guard Ben Gordon talk during a break Granderson’s 
Third Annual Celebrity Shoot-Out, January 24, at Seaholm High School. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Foreman’s 
Corner
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Pay Cut / FROM Front Page 
     to balance the budget,” said DeAngelis.
   BPS and BEA are expected to begin formal negotiations by 
the end of the month or the beginning of February.
   “This is going to be a very tough year to negotiate,” said 
Craig.
   After further looking at different options for 
restructure, administrators plan to begin making specific 
recommendations to the school board as soon as the January 
19th school board meeting.
   “[Administrators] make recommendations to the board, but 
the board has to make the final decisions,” said DeAngelis. 
“We’ll begin to present the board with many options that 
they’ll have to work through for the next 6 months.”
    This is the second voluntary cut that the central 
administrative team has take in recent months. The first cut 
was made when each team member voluntary gave back a 
1% pay raise for the current school year.
   “The board was struggling with completing the contract 
for some of our non-affiliated groups, such as community 
education,” said DeAngelis. “When the board ruled not to 
give those groups a raise, the central administrative team 
voluntarily dropped their 1% raise. If those people can’t get a 
raise this year, than we shouldn’t accept a raise either.”

   Pennies.
   They are the seemingly pointless pieces of our nation’s cur-
rency that often go forgotten, discarded like rubbish among 
the dirt and clutter that cover our streets and homes never to 
be seen again. 
   But for a group of Seaholm students this tiny piece of cop-
per (and zinc) serves a much greater purpose, relief to over 
23 million Sub Saharan Africans infected with HIV/AIDS. 
   The Penny Project, started by two former BPS stu-
dents, Katherine Comeau (Seaholm) and Emily Reynolds 
(Groves), was created to provide help and aide to the millions 
of HIV-infected men, women, and children living in Ghana. 
   In many African countries, including Ghana, those who are 
infected are often shunned or outcast making it near impossi-
ble for them to find work, attend school, or marry. The money 
raised by The Penny Project helps the people in Ghana, who 
are infected with HIV/AIDS, that are in need of clothes and 
school supplies, jobs and/or medical attention.
   “The project originally started three years ago,” said 
Seaholm senior Mallory Hinz, who was one of the project’s 
early participants. “The goal was to collect one penny for ev-
ery person in Sub Saharan Africa”.
   With a goal of over 23 million pennies to collect, the bar was 

    Members of both the Highlander and the Groves Scriptor 
were optimistic following a meeting held to discuss the 
planned rewriting Birmingham Public School’s publications 
policy.
   “I’m encouraged,” Highlander adviser Ben Harwood said. 
“It’s a long process, but I think it was a good start.”
   The Birmingham Public Schools Board of Education was 
prompted to rewrite their policy by NEOLA, the district’s 
policy-writing company. 
   BPS Deputy Superintendant Paul DeAngelis stressed to 
those in attendance that the district is aiming to match the 
policy to the publications’ existing procedure.
   “I am not here to change the current practices we have in 
place,” DeAngelis said.
   Representing Seaholm were Co-Editors in Chief Josh 
Cohen and Lanie Barron, Opinion Editor Mari Manoogian, 
Photo Editor Lindsay Boeckl and News Editor Emily Gordy, 
along with Harwood and Assistant Principal Staci Peterson. 
   Seven members of the Groves Scriptor also attended the 
meeting, including Co-Editors in Chief Jules Ashe, Kerry 
Concannon, News Editor Koby Levin, Opinion Editor 
Jeremy Kazdan, and advisor Laura Redman, as well as 
Groves Dean Mike Lonze.
   BPS Board of Education Vice President Susan Hill and 
Trustee Robert Lawrence were present as well.

Publications Policy Meeting Leaves 
Highlander Staff, Adviser Optimistic 

   DeAngelis said that a subcommittee will be 
created to write the final policy, consisting of 
both newspaper advisors, members of the Board 
of Education, and Derby assistant principal 
David Simpson, with input from a number 
of students. He hopes to have the policy to the 
board by March.
   Redman was encouraged that the Board was 
encouraging student input.
   “Knowing that they’re including students from 
both of our staffs makes me feel comfortable,” 
Redman said.
   Harwood agreed, praising the district’s 
approach, saying that he was pleased with the 
students’ involvement.
   “I think that was a good thing for me as a 
teacher and as an adviser to see the [student] 
participation,” Harwood said.
    NEOLA provides policy outlines, and 
districts can edit them accordingly. There are 
four possible templates for publication policies, 
ranging from nonpublic forum, which involves 
strict prior review, to the more lenient limited 
public forum.
   Both Harwood and Redman stressed that 
they hope to eliminate any opportunity for prior 
review.
   “The staff that’s here is not going to be here 
forever, the administration’s not going to be here 

forever, I’m not going to be here forever,” 
Harwood said. “We need to make sure that, 
ideally, the paper runs the same way.”
   In addition to discussing the four policy templates, the 
group also participated in an activity concerning past court 
cases regarding censorship. 
   “I feel like everyone was ready 
going in, so I don’t know how 
necessary the court case activity was 
at the beginning,” Cohen said. “Mr. 
Harwood had already gone over it 
with us…I would rather we just went 
straight into the policy right when we 
got there.”
   Regardless, Cohen was pleased with 
the overall meeting.
   “I thought the meeting went quite 
smoothly. I thought it was both 
informative and productive,” Cohen 
said.
   Harwood said he too was encouraged 
by the meeting, adding that the new 
policy will not only affect the current 
staff members, but the publications for 
years to come.
  “This will set up how publications 
are going to be run for the future, 
for years and years,” Harwood said. 
“In my time here, the district has 

been tremendously supportive of our 
publications. It’s essential that we do the right thing now to 

Highlander Co-Editor-in-Chief Lanie Barron 
looks on as the Scriptor videotapes Highlander 
adviser Ben Harwood. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

BPS Board Trustee Robert Lawrence discusses 
media law with staff members of the Scriptor 
and Highlander. Lawrence and Trustee Susan 
Hill are on a district policy subcommittee.
 Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Seaholm Assistant Principal Staci Peterson looks over student 
press case law. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Emily Gordy
News Editor
egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

Highlander Update
  BPS hopes that the long pending sale of the district’s 
administrative building will finally come to a close in the 
next 30-40 days.
   “We are negotiating with two proposals from two different 
groups,” said Deborah Piesz, Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Services. “Both proposals are for approximately 
$2.6 million. 
   BPS hopes to negotiate for more money to help offset the 
cost for relocating central office.
   “The Board would like to see an offer of approximately 3 
million,” said Piesz.
   The district expects to move central office during the 
summer months and relocate to underutilized classrooms and 
office space at Seaholm or Groves. Although BPS will have 
to spend some of funds made from the building sale, Piesz is 
confident that the cost for renovations will be nowhere near 
the gross proceeds.
   “We’re still trying to garner at least $2 million in net proceeds 
after the relocation costs have been paid for,” said Piesz.

By Lanie Barron

Four Percent Pay Cut 
For Central Admin

BPS Looking to Finalize 
Admin Building Sale Soon

COME ON IN FOR LUNCH!

set high but not high enough. The Penny Project surpassed its 
target of 23 million pennies, $230,000, in November of 2008. 
A group of youths then traveled to Ghana, in the summer of 
2009, to meet the people they had worked so hard to help. 
   “It was a truly eye opening experience,” said Seaholm se-
nior, Lindsay Moss. “I never thought I’d learn so much about 
myself through someone else.”
   The Penny Project was complete. Moss, Hinz, and others, 
including Seaholm’s Megan Schowalter, Ann Ciemnecki 
and Emily Smith, met the goal they had set to achieve, but 
they weren’t done there. The relationships they had estab-
lished with the people, children, and organizations were 
much too important to be lost.
   “While in Ghana we came to the realization that we did 
not want to be finished, the relationships we made were to 
important,” Hinz explains. 
   After their return, Smith and Hinz decided to reignite the 
Penny Project by making it more than just a task, and making 
it a connection. 
   The name was changed to The Penny Connection but the 
objective stayed the same, help. They continue to collect and 
don't look to be stopping anytime soon. 
   According to Hinz, the group stuck with the “penny” to de-
fine them because it’s small, something everybody can man-
age to donate, and because pennies often go forgotten just 
like people can forget how big a problem AIDS is, in Africa 
and all over the world. 
   The Penny Connection has donated roughly $250,000 to or-

ganizations that clothe, teach, and heal 
those whose lives have been devastated 
by HIV/AIDS in Sub Saharan Africa.
   “We've donated money to the King 
Jesus Charity Home, WOLFA, the 
Ankase Medical Healing Hospital and 
First United Women and lots more.” 
said Smith
    Interested donors can contact Hinz or 
Smith, and they do the counting.
   “We’ve donated money to the King 
Jesus Charity Home, WOLFA, the 
Ankase Medical Healing Hospital and 
First United Women and lots more,” 
said Smith. Interested donors can con-
tact Hinz or Smith and they will do all 
the counting. “We accept all money 
[not just pennies],” said Hinz. “But, 
yeah, we have to count and bag all of 
the coins.”
Interested donors can contact 
“thepennyconnection@gmail.com”

Penny Project Ups Its Goal
Tommy McCardle
Staff Writer
Tmccardle@seaholmhighlander.com

Visit Michigan’s most honored 
student web publication: 
www.seaholmhighlander.com



with a wry smile.
   To put it in perspective, joining the 
swim team without knowing how 
to swim is akin to joining the cross 
country team knowing only how to 
crawl, or the debate team without 
knowing how to speak English. 
   Slowly but surely, Cotter learned 
how to swim. And though he certain-
ly isn’t one of the fastest swimmers 
on the team, one could never accuse 
him of having a poor work ethic.
   Watching Cotter today, it’s difficult 
to believe that he is only two years 
removed from not knowing how to 
swim. Though he is certainly not one 
of the strongest swimmers, it is clear 
that he belongs on the team.
   “He constantly wants to improve,” 
Wyllie said. “He always knows 
where he’s at. He doesn’t need a 
coach to tell him to work harder; he 
does it on his own.”
   His stroke isn’t the prettiest thing 
in the pool, but it gets him from one 
side to the other. The splashes his feet 
make as they propel him through the 
water are noticeably larger than most 
others in the pool, and his arms hit the 
water with a smack, less smoothly 
than his teammates’. But comparing 
him to kids who’ve been swimming 
since their parents got them swim les-
sons in 1st grade is less than fair.
   “I think he’s come a long way,” 
assistant coach Monica Jones said. 
“Where before he couldn’t jump into 
a lane from the side of the pool, now 
he can hang with some of the other 
swimmers in the lanes.”

    Though Cotter’s hard work hasn’t brought 
him a ton of success at meets, it has 
brought respect from his teammates and 

coaches. 
   “Last year, Matt won the 
Coaches Award,” Wyllie 
said. “That’s the award 
the team gives to the 
swimmer who best em-
bodies and exemplifies 
the honor code created 
by the team a few years 
back.”
  Two years after joining 
the swim team and learn-
ing how to swim, Cotter 
has some words of en-
couragement for people 
with inhibitions about try-
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From Sink to Swim

Senior Matthew Cotter, who joined the swim team two years ago not knowing how to swim, does laps at practice.           Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Lifelong Engaugement

   Senior Matthew Cotter is the self-proclaimed 
slowest swimmer on the Seaholm swim team. 
   Few would ever openly make this claim. 
Most would be embarrassed by being the slow-
est, least skilled, or ‘weakest link’ on their sports 
team. 
   Cotter, on the other hand, has absolutely no 
problem with being the slowest on the team.  
   That’s because when he joined the team his 
sophomore year, he did not know how to swim.
   “I asked Coach [Seaholm Head Coach Tom] 
Wyllie if I could join the team, and he said ‘as 
long as you know how to swim, you can join’,” 

said Cotter. “I said okay, not really knowing if 
he was joking or not.” 
   So Cotter walked to the edge of the pool, low-
ered himself 
into the water, 
and waded to 
the deep end. 
   He then pro-
ceeded to sink 
to the bottom 
like a cinder 
block.
   “I semi-
drowned,” 
said Cotter. “A 
few other kids 
in the pool 
had to help me to the side.”

   But despite the initial embarrassment, Cotter 
simply refused to give up. 
   It was at this point Wyllie realized Cotter 

needed some seri-
ous help swim-
ming. Wyllie paired 
Cotter up with Ted 
Howard, an older 
team member, to 
teach Cotter how to 
keep his head above 
water. 
   To his credit, Cot-
ter said he wasn’t 
completely igno-
rant of the ways of 
the water. 

   “I sort of knew the doggie-paddle,” Cotter said 

Josh Cohen
Co-Editor in Chief
Jcohen@seaholmhighlander.com

      Pierce. 
      Insert taper. 
      Replace taper with plug. 
      Wait. 
     Repeat.

    It’s not difficult, but it’s not painless, and it’s 
not for everyone. 
   It’s stretching your ears and it is different. 
   Stretching is about as old as piercings them-
selves and is practiced by millions of people all 
over the world, including Seaholm.  
    “I just like the way they look,” junior Scott 
Beatty, who sports a 1 in. diameter plug in each 
ear, said.

   Beatty has been 
stretching his ear for 
about 10 months now 
and has not had any 
problems so far. 
    “If you go up sizes 
at the right time, they 
don’t hurt at all,” Be-
atty said.
   Beatty says he’s de-
cided not to stretch his 
ears any further, and 
for good reason. Ac-
cording to Dr. William 
Vasileff of The Bir-
mingham Institute of 
Plastic Surgery, over-
stretching or stretch-
ing too quickly can 
cause serious damage 
to your ears.
    “There is a risk of 
infection or the ear-
lobe splitting com-
pletely,” Vasileff, who 
has repaired stretched 
earlobes before, said. 
“Repairing the hole 
in the earlobe is pos-
sible, and not terribly 
difficult.”

   Although a split earlobe, 

Tommy McCardle
Staff Writer
Tmccardle@seaholmhighlander.com

ing something new. 
   “A lesson I have learned is this: just because 
you don’t know how to do something doesn’t 
mean you shouldn’t try to do it. What’s the 
worst that can happen?” Cotter said, reflecting 
on his three years on the swim team. “If you just 
put in determination, you can’t go wrong.”
   So, after two years of knowing how to swim, 
Cotter is still the slowest on the team.  As op-
posed to many other athletes at Seaholm, suc-
cess at his craft isn’t the most important thing 
for Cotter.
   “I care more about the team than I do about my 
swim times. Not to say that I don’t care about 
my times, but I care about the team a whole lot 
more,” Cotter said. “If it weren’t for my swim 
teammates, I probably would have quit.”
   Coach Wiley agrees that the team’s bonds are 
very, very strong.
   “It’s true for each team year after year. Ev-
ery member of the team deserves respect,” said 
Wiley. “Everybody is of equal value. Everyone 
brings something different to the pool. Some are 
great swimmers, some are hard workers, some 
have a great sense of humor, and so on. No one 
swimmer is more valuable than any other.”
   Cotter feels so much a part of the tightly-knit 
swim team that he plans on visiting next year. 
   “I think coach Wyllie wants me to sing the 
National Anthem a few times next year, so I’ll 
probably be back,” Cotter said. 
   If the swim team had a ‘Fastest Swimmer 
Award’, Cotter would never have won it. 
He will never draw comparisons to Michael 
Phelps. And he probably won’t cross the Eng-
lish Channel. Cotter has no illusions about this, 
but always sees the positive in his time on the 
swim team. 
   “I’ve never won a race,” said Cotter. “But 
there have been some races where I haven’t 
finished last.” 

or blowout, is somewhat of an easy fix, it is ex-
tremely painful something to avoid.
    The repair of an earlobe involves surgically 
excising the rim of skin from the center of the 
opening, then shifting the tissues around before 
suturing the ear.
   The procedure is quick, about 45 minutes to 
one hour, and can be done in an office setting, as 
opposed to a hospital, because it only requires 
local anesthetic. 
   The procedure is not cheap, and when the 
stitches come out after about 10 days, the ear-
lobe is left slightly smaller than it was originally. 
    By giving an ear enough time to heal between 
sizes and stretching with professional equip-
ment, blowouts can be eluded quite easily.
    “If you are going to start stretching your ears, 
be patient with it,” junior Ryan Stark said. Stark 
started stretching to be different from everyone 
else and is so far happy with his decision. 
    “Don’t rush it because it’s worth the wait in 
the end,” Stark said. 
   Stark started stretching last September and 
right now is at a size 4 gauge.
   Contrary to what most think, the process is 
called stretching, not gauging. A “gauge” is 
the unit of measurement used to measure the 
diameter of the plug which holds the shape of 
the hole. 
   Stark wants to go as high as a 7/8” plug or a 1” 
plug but knows that it takes time. 
    “Most people wait like 3 weeks to a month to 
go up to the next size,” Stark said. “It’s enough 
time [to let your ear heal] so they won’t hurt.”
   Aside from stretching at a safe pace, it is also 
important to ensure that the equipment used is 
always sterile and approved for the job.  Using 
sterile objects prevents infections where the 
proper equipment guarantees an even stretch all 
around the hole. Metal, plastic, and hard rubber 
plugs make the cut where pencils and paper-
clips do not.  
   Both Stark and Beatty agree that it is important 
for anyone considering stretching their ears to 
do so as safely and professionally as possible.
    “Make sure it’s something you really want 
to do,” Beatty said. “Because it’s really hard to 
go back.”

Junior Scott Beatty shows off his 1 in. ear gauge. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Cotter stresses that anything is possible.               Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

“Just because you don’t know 
how to do something doesn’t 
mean you shouldn’t try to do it. 
What’s the worst that can hap-
pen?”

Senior Matthew Cotter

Are you Seaholm’s next

Star Reporter?
The Highlander is looking 
for new staff members!

Talk to your counselor 
about signing up for 

Newspaper and 
become part of one of 
the top ten high school 
newspapers in the state.

For more information 
e-mail Mr. Harwood at 

bh08bps@birmingham.k12.mi.us

Despite Dangers, Seaholm 
Students Endure Pain in 
Quest to be Different
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Sadies DateThe Map To Your Perfect

START HERE:
What are you looking for 

in your Sadies Date?

Pick your favorite 
fictional hottie:

Want to go to Sadies but not sure who to ask? Take this simple quiz for tips. 

I just want someone I 
can have fun with

Jacob Black

Edward Cullen

How much experience 
do you have dating?

A potential boyfriend

I’ve been on a few dates What is your signature 
dance move?

What is your ideal 
date movie?

50 First Dates

The Notebook

Runaway...fast.

If your date tried 
to kiss you, you 

would:

Be super excited!

I’m big on the slow 
songs

Your Best Friend The Class Clown The Quiet Cutie Your Crush
You arent exactly comfortable with 

asking a guy on an actual date, but you 
still want to go to Sadies. Bring your 
best guy friend and you are sure to 

have a fun night without any pressure.

You are sure to have a blast with your 
favorite funny guy! You’ll have a 

care-free time and you don’t need to 
worry about things getting too serious. 

Who will go with you 
and your date to the 

dance?

Why not take a chance on the guy 
you’ve been day-dreaming about? Just 

be confident. Sadies is the perfect 
oppurtunity to show him your flirty 

side.

You’ve had your eye on that shy guy in 
in your math class. Take this 

opportunity to introduce yourself and 
strike up a converstaion.

A Group of 
Friends We’re flying solo

How confident are 
you with guys?

I get really shy 
around guys I like

I feel comfortable 
around hot guys

I rarely go out with guys The Stanky Leg

Are you crushing on 
anyone right now?

DefinitelyNo one in 
particularCha-Cha Slide

Graphic by: Lanie Barron

▲

OUR NEW LOCATION:
BIRMINGHAM

2515 W. Maple Rd.
at Cranbrook

Call 248-433-0800
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Join Us For Our 
Grand Opening On 

February 1st

Lunch Combo #3
-Personal Size Salad
-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
-20 oz. Pepsi

Lunch Combo #1
-1 Bambino 1 Topping Pizza
-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
-20 oz. Pepsi

Lunch Combo #2
-Your Choice of 6” Sub
-Chips
-20 oz. Pepsi

$599

plus tax

$599

plus tax

$599

plus tax

Lunch Combo #4
-1/2 Mastacholi
-2 Piece Bambino Bread
-20 oz. Pepsi

$599

plus tax

Lunch Combo #5
-2 Slices
-1Pop
ALL DAY FOR SEAHOLM 

STUDENTS

Lunch Combo #6
-1 Slice
-Small Salad (Italian/Ceasar)
-20 oz. Pepsi

$500

plus tax

$500

plus tax

Buy Your 
Heart Shaped 

Pizza From 
Papa 

Romano’s

We’re Moving!



Murphy accepted 
to MIT

Senior Kyle McLain wasn’t reluctant to point 
out how hardworking her best friend, senior 
Calley Murphy is. 
   “I think she has a great work ethic and it re-
ally serves her well,” McLain said. 
   Inevitably, Murphy’s great work ethic payed 
off in the long-run. 
   Murphy applied to the prestigious Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technology, located in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
   On December 16, 2009, the acceptance state-
ments were posted online around 9’oclock pm.
   Murphy was in. 
   “I was at swim practice, but I had my dad 
check at home and he called me to tell me,” 

Murphy said. 
   This came as a pleasant surprise to Murphy; 
she was in shock when she received the news. 
   “Recently when I visited I really liked 
[MIT],” Murphy recalled.  And ever since that 
visit, it had been her goal for months to get in.
   According to the main MIT website, the 
school only accepts an average of 10.7% of the 
students that apply to the school. 
   “We look for students who we feel will take 
to this kind of education,” said the Dean of 
Admissions, Stu Schmill via email. 
   Schmill said that when a student is admitted 
to MIT, it means the school is a great match for 
the student. 
   He added, that the student will advantage of 
what MIT has to offer, and that they will bring 
something special to the campus. 
   Schmill also pointed out something impor-
tant. 

   “With so many terrific applicants, we simply 
can’t admit all the great students we’d like to,” 
Schmill said. “So there are many students each 
year who are outstanding that we simply don’t 
have the space to admit.” 
  Despite the fact that Murphy beat the odds, 
and accomplished the seemingly impossible, 
she will be leaving people very close to her, far 
behind.
  “I’m sad that she won’t be in the same state 
as me,” said Murphy’s other best friend senior 
Katie Finley. “But I’m still happy that she got 
in.” 
   In addition to this, Finley believes that the 
distance won’t impact her friendship with 
Murphy. 
    “Obviously we won’t see each other as 
much, but we’ll definitely talk every day,” 
Finley said. 
   Overall, Finley and McLain, both are proud 
of their best friend. 
    With MIT looming in Murphy’s near future, 
she explains that she is mainly interested in 
majoring in either chemical or civil/environ-
ment engineering. 
   “I’m impressed by [engineering],” Finley 
said. “I’d never be able to be an engineer. Plus 
she’s very smart so I know she’ll be success-
ful.”
   McLain was not surprised by Murphy’s 
career choice. Both of Murphy’s parents are 
chemical engineers. 
   McLain was more impressed with Murphy’s 
acceptance. 
   “It's really based on what you can give the 
school, not what they can give you,” said 
McLain. “So to really stand out to such an elite 
institution speaks highly of Calley's versatility 
and academic brawn.”
   All in all, Murphy is excited for the future that 
awaits her at MIT.
   “I’m pretty happy about it, and hope it works 
out,” Murphy said. 

Murphy proudly holds up her acceptance to MIT 
     Photo courtesy of: Calley Murphy
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When sophomore Alex Aldridge skates, the fluidity of her 
motions conceals what has already been a tumultuous career.
   After starting her skating career in Michigan, making the 
life-changing decision to move to Texas in the seventh grade, 
moving back two and a half years later and training with a 
new partner to prepare for the National Competition, Al-
dridge’s life has been anything but “smooth skating.”

The move

   With partner Daniel Eaton, a senior at Lahser High School, 
the pair glides seemingly effortlessly across the ice, brought 
together by what Aldridge’s mother Janet, attributes to fate.  
   Aldridge began as a single skater in Birmingham at the 
age of three, moving later to the Detroit Skating Club, and 
transitioned into “ice dancing,” which involves skating with a 
partner.  When she was in seventh grade, she uprooted her life 
and moved away from her family in order to be with a new 
partner in Dallas, Texas.  
   Aldridge spent her time in Dallas living with a host family 
for two and a half years.
   “It was hard to leave my family behind here and everything, 
but it was a really great experience,” Aldridge said.  “I’m re-
ally thankful that I got to do it.  It changed me as a person.”
   Allowing their young daughter to make such a huge transi-
tion was a difficult choice for the family.
   Janet said it is the wonderful people in the skating world 
that allowed her to decide in favor of letting her daughter go 
to Texas.
   After a little over two years, the Aldridge family decided it 
was time to bring their daughter home.  
   “Finally, her dad and I decided it was too hard having her 

gone,” Janet said.  “So even though she was going to have to 
give up her partner, we decided we were going to leave it up 
to fate that she could come home and find a partner here.”

The history 

   Joining up with her current partner upon returning home 
was not a first meeting, but a reunion.
   “Alex and Daniel were going to try and skate together be-
fore she went to Texas,” Janet said.  “He had an ankle injury 
and had to have surgery, so he was off for a while.”  
When Aldridge moved back home years later, the pieces 
started to fall into place.
   “It was kind of fate,” Janet said.  “We just let nature take its 
course and her and Daniel just found each other again.”
   Janet said the two matched perfectly from the beginning.
   “We had a tryout, and it ended out just working really well,” 
Aldridge said.  “This is our first skating season together, and 
we have done pretty well.”
      Eaton’s mother, Annemarie, said that besides skating well 
together, it is important that the couple gets along.
   “I love the team,” Annemarie said.  “Not only do Daniel and 
Alex get along fantastically, the families get along too.  We 
are just so fortunate.”

The training

 As Aldridge and Eaton move together in practically perfect 
unison, a certain fascination is held when taking in the melo-
dy of the music and the beauty of their skating.
  It seems impossible to look away from the couple.  Their 
coaches watch and critique on the side, and the rink’s bleach-
ers remain empty aside from a few parents who are there to 
support not only their own children, but all of the skaters pres-
ent.  
   Their trainers are a veritable “who’s who” of skating, with a 
range of experience including the Olympics.

   People from as far as the Czech Republic have come to the 
club to have access to a coaching team of such high caliber.  
   The other skaters circle the perimeter of the rink, awaiting 
their turn to practice their own program, moving respectfully 
out of the way as Aldridge and Eaton twist, turn and “twiz-
zle” across the ice.  
   Once the two are done running through their program, they 
too join the others in the continuous circling as the next pair 
rehearses their own.  Then, they practice their routine in small 
sections, building endurance, and preparing for their next 
turn.  
   “I skate every day,” Aldridge said.  “But only sometimes 
on Sundays.”
   Aldridge has a reduced schedule at school, attending only 
three classes each day, then commits the rest of her after-
noons to skating.  
   “I usually skate at 12 and get home around four,” Aldridge 
said.
   Janet credits Seaholm for being one of the reasons Alex can 
successfully maintain this difficult schedule.
   “Seaholm is one of the reasons she has been able to do this 
and fulfill her dreams,” Janet said.  “We really wanted to try 
to give her as much of a normal lifestyle as possible and keep 
her in school.”

The competitions

   Aldridge and Eaton competed in three different competi-
tions in Witchita, Kansas, Lake Placid, New York, and Colo-
rado Springs, Colorado earlier in the season.
   “We have taken first in all three competitions that we have 
entered,” Aldridge said.
   At their competition in Lake Placid, Aldridge and Eaton 
placed a whopping 22.1 points ahead of the second place 
team with a total of 116.69 points.
   They perform three different routines consisting of two 

Amanda Smith
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Seaholm’s

Skating 
Sensation

Aldridge and Eaton finish a first-place performance.       Photo Provided By: Annemarie Eaton 

   Senior Calley McMillan’s dreams started to 
come true last week when she received a letter 
in the mail announcing her acceptance into the 
Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT).  
   “FIT has been my dream since fifth grade,” 
McMillan said.  “I’ve always wanted to go 
there.”
   McMillan applied to the Jay and Patty Baker 
School of Business and Technology with plans 
to pursue a degree in fashion merchandising.
   According to FIT’s website, “Fashion 
Merchandising and Management at FIT is the 
largest and oldest degree program of its kind in 
the country.”
   “I applied to a program that lasts for only 
two years,” McMillan said.  “And you can get 
internships while you’re there.”
   The application process, however, was differ-
ent for this particular institute.
   “I had to apply using the State of New York 
application,” McMillan said.  “[Then] I got a 
password to get to the FIT application.”

   McMillan said that 
she wrote an essay 
detailing what she as a 
student could contribute 
to FIT, and detailed her 
experience working at a 
fashion store in down-
town Birmingham.
   “I talked about work-
ing at Tender,” McMil-
lan said.  “Doing the 
website there, helping 
out with clients, help-
ing out the sales girls, 
checking out clothes, 
doing inventory, putting 
in orders for next year 
and previous seasons, 
and getting the clothes 
ready.”
   McMillan was sur-

prised when she got in, and even started crying 
when she read the letter.
   “I definitely didn’t think I was going to get 
in,” McMillan said.  “I was lucky.”
   One of McMillan’s best friends, senior 
Lauren Fasang recently learned how important 
FIT was to McMillan.
   “It was really new to me,” Fasang said.  “But 
when we talked about it, she told me it had 
been her dream since she was little, and it kind 
of hit me that she wanted it really bad.”
   Fasang said she is so proud of her best friend, 
and knows that she will do great should she 
choose to go there.
   “She really loves fashion so I know it’s a 
good fit for her.. get it?  Fit?”  Fasang joked.
   However, McMillan may have to wait a 
while before she is able to attend the school of 
her dreams. 
   The fact that McMillan may not attend the 
school immediately upon leaving high school 
does not take away her enthusiasm about being 
accepted.  
   “I was so excited,” McMillan said.  “It’s been 
my dream for so long to go there, and I want to 
go there so bad.”   

Compulsory and one Free Dance.
   According to Eaton’s father Dennis, their se-
lections include a Tango dance, a Kilian dance 
and a Free Dance which is to music from The 
Man in the Iron Mask.
   Eaton speaks highly of his experience compet-
ing this season with Aldridge.
   “When I competed with my older partners, 
I’ve never been this high up in the placement,” 
Eaton said.  “So three for three first places at ev-
ery competition we’ve been to has been pretty 
good.”
   Aldridge and Eaton have trained together since 
the end of last May preparing for Nationals, the 
United States Figure Skating Championships in 
Spokane, Washington.  The competition took 
place January 14 through January 24.  
   “[Nationals] was really exciting this year,” 
Aldridge said.  “It was an Olympic year and 
everything, and it was so cool to be in the same 
locker room as all the champions going to the 
Olympics, and it really motivated me because I 
knew I wanted to be there someday like them.  “
   The pair competed their routines, and as they 
had hoped, scored well.
   “We got first,” Aldridge said.  “We had one 
combined score and we got first overall.”
   Aldridge said that winning first place was not 
a big surprise.
   “Just from our recent competitions where we 
placed first, I was coming into it with lots of 
confidence,” Aldridge said.  “I knew I wanted 
to do good, and we did.”

The future

   While Aldridge and Eaton are not yet being 
considered for the Olympic team, their high 

placement at the National competition will bring them closer 
to achieving that dream.  
   The pair currently skates at what is called the “Novice lev-
el.”  The next step up would be the “Junior” level, and after 
that, the “Senior” level.
   “Once you’re in the junior level, you start accumulating 
points that [puts you on the radar of] the United States Figure 
Skating Association,” Janet said.  “They begin to watch and 
monitor your progress, and eventually then, you can become 
a part of the Olympic development program where they [re-
ally] start to watch what you’re doing.”
   Even at this point, making the Olympic team is not yet an 
option.
   “Once you hit the senior level, that is when your Olympic 
eligible,” Janet said.  “They have to be at the Senior level in 
order to make it to Nationals to compete at the Olympics.”
   Janet tries to set reasonable goals for her daughter’s future.
   “Everybody’s dream would be to make it to the Olympics,” 
Janet said.  “But I think the first step is to set a goal at the 
junior level for Junior Worlds.”

The experience

   Aldridge and Eaton glide, practically float, across the ice 
with hardship, change, and years of experience behind them, 
and the emotion Aldridge exudes through her facial expres-
sions and movements is one of passion, never strife.
   Janet is and always has been supportive of her hardworking 
daughter.
   “I am just so proud of her,” Janet said.
   Aldridge said everything she has been through up to this 
point has been worth it.
   “I love skating,” Aldridge said.  “It is basically my life.  I 
have sacrificed so much to be able to achieve my goals so far, 
and my family has sacrificed a lot.  They’ve been behind me 
the whole time.”

Amanda Smith
Lifestyles Editor
Asmith@seaholmhighlander.com

McMillan into dream school

McMillan was thrilled to be 
accepted to FIT

Photo courtesy of: Lindsay Boeckl
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   Walk in to Eric Bruns’ math classroom on a 
typical Thursday morning and odds are you’ll 
find him chatting with his students while knot-
ting a tacky tie around his neck. 
   These ties are of all sizes, textures, colors, 
and patterns, including one that lights up and 
makes music for the holidays. They’re just a 
few of the accessories that enhance Bruns’ 
AP Calculus student’s experience in his class-
room. 
   “We have many long standing traditions,” 
Bruns said. “The thing that has the most his-
tory is ‘Bad Tie Thursday’, a tradition that’s 
steeped in honor. Students are allowed to par-
ticipate as well. I think I’m pushing 60 or 70 
of [the ties].”
   Bruns has another tradition in his classroom 
that has a little bit more meaning in the life of 
a high school student.
   “I was cleaning out my office once, and as 
I was cleaning out the drawers I found all of 
these tiny little books of wisdom, things that 
had been given to me in high school,” Bruns 
said. “I thought that it was a shame that I had 
all of these books just collecting dust and not 
doing anybody any good. 
   This realization created the custom that takes 
place every Wednesday in room A106.
   “I thought, ‘I have all these students at my 
disposal and what better way to use that au-
dience to impart mounds and mounds of 
wisdom on them’,” Bruns said. “‘Words of 
Wisdom Wednesday’ was then created. We 
keep 8 [books] in the cycle at a time and I roll 
a die. Then we pick a number and we read that 
page and meditate on the wisdom and think 

about how we can better our lives based on 
the wisdom.”
   This weekly practice proves to benefit stu-
dents.
   “Words of Wisdom Wednesdays give me 
meaning to life that powers me through the 
school week,” senior Lisa Bender said.
   And finally, on Friday the students take a 
quick break from math to listen to stories of a 
policeman from across the country.
   “My younger brother is a police officer in 
Orlando,” said Bruns. “When he became a 
police officer he would tell me these stories, 
and eventually I had so many that we started 
making a feature out of that and it’s referred 
to as ‘Officer Bruns’ weekly crime update’.”
   Bruns fills the last half of each week with 
fun, but what about the first two days, which 
can be the hardest to get through?
   “People feel like there is a void on Monday 
and Tuesday, but I feel like if we throw more 
things out there it takes away from the special-
ness of the other days,” Bruns said.
   Although these practices may seem uncon-
ventional to some teachers who want to create 
a productive learning environment, Bruns has 
a different idea.
   “It doesn’t [benefit class] in any way, shape, 
or form. There is no educational benefit at 
all,” Bruns said. “The only thing it does is it 
comes somewhere around the halfway point 
of class. It’s usually something to break up the 
monotony of math. Seriously, math is ridicu-
lously boring. Who wants to sit and do math 
for 70 minutes?”
   But what really has set Bruns apart from 
other Seaholm teachers is how well he under-
stands his students and how teenagers in high 
school learn. One way he helps out his stu-
dents is by reading letters that the class before 

them wrote about the frustrations of Calculus 
and how to get through it with a sense of ac-
complishment.
   “I’ve been doing it as long as I’ve been teach-
ing calculus,” Bruns said. “It stands apart from 
other math classes simply because it has the 
concrete ultimate goal of the AP exam. After 
a full year of this it turns into a different class 
than a typical geometry or PreCalculus class.” 
   At the end of the year, Bruns asks his Cal-
culus students to write a letter to next year’s 
seniors, giving them guidance on a peer to 
peer level.
   “It is to tell them what they need to know,” 
Bruns said. “What did you do that worked for 
you? What didn’t work for you? What you 
did do. What you probably should have done. 
Near the beginning of the class, I pass out all 
of them to the students and they get to read 
them.” 
   The beginning of the year is not the only 
time Bruns brings out the letters. He also uti-
lizes them when his students are particularly 
discouraged.
   “We had a particularly brutal test in the BC 
Calculus class and they left the class sad,” 
Bruns said. “I went through last year’s letters 
and I found about 20 of them that had particu-
lar things in them. I photocopied them and 
went around later in the day to hand them out. 
All of these things were written by last year’s 
students basically saying ‘It’s okay to bomb a 
test every now and then. Keep working hard, 
show effort and Bruns will take care of your 
grade.’”
   “On almost a daily basis we call Bruns a 
rat, but after he gave us the letters, we realized 
how much he truly cares about his students,” 
senior Erica Reich said.
   Feedback from students proves that this 

technique works for them and keeps them op-
timistic about such a challenging class.
   “Nobody likes failing, but you just do from 
time to time,” Bruns said. “Some students 
have said that they were glad I showed them 
that and if I didn’t read those letters to them, 
they probably would’ve dropped the class af-
ter first trimester.”
   Other than techniques to keep his students 
entertained during a strenuous class, Bruns 
also has many educational practices that help 
his students enjoy his class as much as pos-
sible.
   “There are days in which I may feel burned 
out by the end of the day and it might be easier 
to give the students 20 minutes to start on their 
homework, but I know that those 20 minutes 
would be better spent working through prob-
lems together under my guidance,” Bruns 
said. “So regardless of my energy level, we 
press on because it’s in the students’ best inter-
est. It’s all about the kids.”
   Knowing how to communicate with his stu-
dents is also one of Bruns’ specialties.
   “When students ask questions, knowing 
how to answer is important,” Bruns said. 
“Depending on the situation I try not to give 
the quick yes or no answer. I try to answer the 
question with another question to help them 
think about it and come up with their own 
answer.”
   Working with students for over nine years, 
Bruns has learned how to help students reach 
their full potential with everything they do in 
his math class, as well as a mentality to carry 
through life.
   “I always set the bar higher than what stu-
dents want,” said Bruns. “For the most part 
students don’t want to work as hard as I want 
them to work. If I want the student to become 
a seven, I have to set the bar at 10.”
   Bruns insists that the grade the student comes 
out with is not the most important thing to take 
away from the class, but rather an understand-
ing of success.
    “The whole idea of grading has nothing to 
do with this,” said Bruns. “They are two sepa-
rate issues; my level of expectation in the class 
and grades. You don’t want to make things so 
ridiculously hard that students are frustrated at 
all times, you want to give them opportunities 
to succeed.
   “At the same time you don’t want to give 
them fluff opportunities to succeed, and some 
students will say ‘No I don’t care I will take 
that easy A over that hard earned B minus’. 
And I understand that, and I understand stu-
dent’s goals, but that’s not my goal in the 
classroom.”
   So what is Bruns’ secret to having almost all 
his students thrive in an extremely hard class? 
It’s his love of math, and an even greater love 
for his students.
   “As far as in class goes, keeping things light 
is important,” said Bruns. “It makes my job a 
lot more fun. I love coming to school every 
day. I’m happy to be here, and I hope that 
that’s something that the students can see.”

Haley Landgraff
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

   Any given student at Seaholm has a unique 
talent. It could be displayed for others to see 
through a sport or even a play. But maybe it’s 
an ability that is not defined by a team or club. 
   This is where Seaholm’s second annual Talent 
Show comes in. Students with all different gifts 
come together on Wednesday, February 10th at 
7:00 pm in the main auditorium to share their 
special talents with their peers. 
   “Performances include two bands, singing 
acts, contemporary dance, Irish dancing, guitar 
playing and much more,” said Beth Bica, one 
of the parent supervisors of the event.
   Senior Shea Renne is known for shining on 
stage during the Seaholm musicals and begin-
ning each basketball game with the national 
anthem. For this year’s talent show, she’ll be 
trying something different and will sing with 
two of her fellow classmates.
   “At first I wasn’t even going to do the Talent 
Show,” Renne said. “I was barely considering it 
because I’m super busy and I did win last year, 
but ultimately I decided to do it because Josh, 
Emily, and I talked last year about singing to-
gether for this, and decided it would be fun to 
do, especially our senior year.”
   They chose a song that gives them each a 
chance to excel and show off their talent to the 
student body.
   “We’ll be singing a song called ‘A Step Too 
Far’ from the musical ‘Aida’,” Renne said. 
“It’s basically a trio that allows all three of us 
to show off our vocal talents individually then 
at the end of the song, we sing our solos at the 
same time in rounds. It sounds confusing but it’s 
very pretty.”
   All three of the performers in the trio are in 
this year’s musical, “Cinderella”, so rehearsal 
gives them time to practice singing together to 
get their voices in sync.
   “We randomly sing it a lot in musical re-
hearsal,” said Renne. “I mostly sing solos when 
I perform so I’m actually very excited to sing 
alongside other people.”
   Unlike Renne, some students don’t have the 
opportunity to showcase their abilities at school, 
so the talent show presents a perfect opportu-
nity for them to stand out in front of the student 
body.
   “I auditioned for the talent show kind of on 
a whim,” said sophomore Nikki Steltenkamp. 
“I’ve been told by all my dance teachers that we 
should take advantage of every opportunity, and 

it’s for a good cause so I figured why not?”
   Steltenkamp will be performing a dance she 
choreographed on her own to the song ‘Halo’ 
by Beyonce.
   “It’s probably my favorite song and always 
makes me want to dance,” Steltenkamp said.  
   Steltenkamp has been dancing for almost all 
of her life, and enjoys the spotlight, making the 
talent show stage a perfect home for her.
   “I’ve been dancing since I was 3 years old, 
and have attended 3 different studios over the 
years,” Steltenkamp said.  “I’ve also taken class 
from famous people in the business at places 
like New York City and around the Detroit area.  
I’ve been in the Nutcracker once and the De-
troit Lions Thanksgiving Day Halftime Show 
for three years.”
   The Co-Presidents of Club SOS are seniors 
Amanda Smith and Allison Mullen. They will 
serve as the MCs for the talent show, and they 
are the coordinators of the whole evening.
   “The talent show is really coming along, and I 
think it will be even better than last year because 
we are a lot more organized and have a great 
variety of talent on the stage,” Mullen said.
   There is also an art portion, where students 
can submit their art and photography to be dis-
played in the lobby outside the auditorium.
   “The talent is not just on stage,” said Bica. 
“We are having the art and photography show, 
which will display the artistic talent of Seaholm 
students.”
   At intermission, snacks will be available as 
well as some surprise entertainment.
   “During intermission, you will see talent from 
our faculty,” Bica said.
   The profits from the Talent Show will go to 
Club SOS, which is a charity organization with-
in Seaholm.
   “All proceeds for this event go to SOS 
(Seaholm Offers Support) which is a charity 
for the Seaholm Community,” said Bica. “SOS 
was established in 2008. It is an organization 
providing volunteer services and financial 
assistance to members of the Seaholm com-
munity. For example, this year SOS gave 14 
Thanksgiving Dinners to families that are fac-
ing hardship.”
   Tickets for this special Seahom event will be 
available at the doors on the night of the show.
   “I love the idea of keeping the Talent Show 
tradition alive here,” Renne said. “It was a ton 
of fun.”

a 
winning
formula

Seaholm’s got 
new talentHaley Landgraff

Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Hlandgraff@seaholmhighlander.com

   Kelly Smith*, a senior at Seaholm, was pre-
scribed the Yaz birth control pill in March 2008. 
By Thanksgiving of that year, it was clear to 
the senior that  the birth control was becoming 
harmful to her health.
   “I began to feel depressed all the time, along 
with constant anxiety and a complete loss of ap-
petite,” Smith said.
   On top of anxiety and unhappiness, she be-
gan experiencing agoraphobia; a fear of leaving 
one’s home. 
   She called her doctor for the first time, once 
the symptoms became more severe. After a 
thorough examination, her doctor concluded 
that Yaz was the source of the problem and she 
was taken off the medication right away. 
   “After I was taken off the drug the symptoms 
slowly went away on their own in about a 
month’s time,” Smith said. 
   Dr. Molly O’Shea, a pediatrician at Birming-
ham Pediatrics said that Yaz can cause emotion-
al symptoms such as anxiety and depression 
along with more serious side effects that include 
heart attack, stroke, and pulmonary embolism. 
   Yaz, the brand name for drospirenone and 
ethinyl estradiol, is produced by Bayer Health-
Care Pharmaceuticals, devised to prevent preg-
nancy and regulate hormone cycle. 

   In 2008, the FDA realized Yaz’s commercials 
were misleading, claiming the pill could clear 
acne and relieve many premenstrual symp-
toms. The FDA immediately contacted Bayer, 
Yaz’s manufacturer, and demanded a revision 
of the advertising. 
   “Bayer received a warning letter regarding 
our Yaz advertising in October 2008,” Deputy 
Director of External Product Communications 
of Bayer HealthCare Pharmaceuticals, Rose 
Talarico told the Highlander.
   As a result, Bayer was forced to modify the 
commercials promoting Yaz, and inform their 
audiences about the false advertising that had 
taken place.
   Bayer also revised commercials concerning 
acne. They now make it clear to viewers that 
this contraceptive may not maintain clear skin 
as originally stated. 
   “Some pills are better at improving acne and 
premenstrual mood issues,” O’Shea said.  “Yaz 
advertised itself as being particularly good for 
these issues, when in fact the FDA made them 
retract those statements.”
   O’Shea said she had her doubts about the 
commercials.
   “I did know there was some question about 
the ethics of the ad campaign,” O’Shea said.  
“But this was news to me.”
   After the FDA demanded that Bayer clarify 
the commercial, the pharmaceutical group 
agreed to work with the FDA on the false ad-
vertising issue. 

   “We have worked closely with the FDA, 
agreed on a course of action and ran a clarifying 
advertisement in 2009,” Talarico said.
   Although some see nothing positive about this 
contraceptive, not all Seaholm students have 
experienced negative side effects. 
   “My acne has really cleared up,” said senior 
Mary Johnson. “I have never experienced emo-
tional and or physical symptoms that reportedly 
may occur.”
   Despite the possibility of these side effects, 
Johnson is not worried.
   “I would never consider stopping the pill.” 
Johnson said. “My doctor would not let my 
prescription be renewed if there was a serious 
problem.”
   O’Shea is not concerned with this particular 
contraceptive, but does take precautions before 
prescribing Yaz to her patients. 
   “I think Yaz is a good product,” O’Shea said. 
“But I do caution about blood clot risks for 
those who smoke.”
   When put in perspective, any birth control 
pill can increase the probability of blood clots 
forming. According to emedicinehealth.com, 
women who smoke while using contraceptives 
are at a three to six-fold increased risk of devel-
oping blood clots.
   “If you smoke, the risk increases dramatically 
and women over 35 are at the greatest risk,” 
said O’Shea. “I will not prescribe contraceptive 
pills to any girls who smoke.”
   Although doctors believe that Yaz is fine when 
prescribed safely, women across the United 
States are standing up for themselves after suf-
fering the repercussions of the contraceptive. 
   Recently, commercials have aired about law 
firms who are supporting clients that have ex-
perienced serious side effects pertaining to this 
drug. 
   According to yasminclaimcenter.org, sev-
eral class action lawsuits have been filed against 
Bayer for the drospirenone containing contra-
ceptives. 
   As of September 29, 2009, Medicalnewsto-
day.com states that Bayer has received 74 law-
suits regarding health problems as a result of 
consuming Yaz.
   PhRMA trade representative, Kaelan Hol-
lon, Director of Communications and Public 
Affairs, declined to discuss this particular case, 
saying that PhRMA does not comment on in-
dividual member companies and their specific 
products, as a trade association.
   “We are in the process of gathering informa-
tion on these cases,” Talarico said.  “Bayer will 
defend itself vigorously against the lawsuits.”

Allison Mullen
Staff Writer
Amullen@seaholmhighlander.com

Potential side effects do not stop some Seaholm students from taking Yaz  
     Photo courtesy of: Lindsay Boeckl

Concerns about Yaz

*Editor’s Note: Some names changed to protect the identity of the student

  Kick. Punch. Block.
   Those aren’t the phrases typically used when 
someone refers to Seaholm’s best golfers.  But 
for senior golfer Ali Restaino, those are phrases 
with which she is very familiar.
   Despite the fact that Restaino is known around 
school for being big on golfing, there is some-
thing else she was very into at one point in her 
life: karate. 
   “My parents forced me to do it,” Restaino 
said. “They wanted me to do some extracur-
ricular activities.”
   However, karate wasn’t always something 
Restaino looked forward to doing. 
   “I hated it, at the beginning,” Restaino recalled. 
“It was so boring and I didn’t like the outfit.” 
   In time, Restaino said she grew fond of the 
newfound activity, and within six years, Restai-
no received her black belt. 
   The Karate Studio owner, Peter Malota said 
in an email to the Highlander that anyone who 
receives a black belt is a very dedicated indi-
vidual.
      “The students that start as a white belt and 
reach black belt status is less than three per-
cent,” Malota said.
   Karate, however, was not the only thing to 
which Restaino was dedicated.  
   Restaino was one of the Seaholm golf team’s 
most valued leaders and players. 
   “Each year she has been one of the leaders on 
the course as well in the classroom,” said Leon 
Braisted, the girls and boys golf coach in an 
email to the Highlander. 
   Braisted said that any member of the Seaholm 
Golf Team that has been on varsity for four 
years has an award named after them. 
   Restaino especially impacted the thoughts of 
freshman Catherine Young. 
   “She really opened up to everyone that was 
on the team, and to me especially because I was 
new,” Young said. 
   Restaino’s golfing experience and karate ex-
perience have already taken two separate paths. 
   “I will be playing golf in college,” Restaino 
declared. 
   Alongside Restaino’s plan to play golf for 
Butler University, she also has decided to major 
within pharmaceutical area.  
   Restaino said she is very excited, and this is 
what she’s always wanted, to play golf in col-
lege.
   “And I have no regrets,” Restaino said. “Only 
that maybe I should have started to play golf 
earlier on in life but maybe I wouldn’t have 
worked as hard as I did to get to where I am 
today.”

Seaholm’s 
Blackbelt 
Golfer
Meghan Dooley
Staff Writer
Mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com

Teacher Eric Bruns guards his closet full of bad ties



ity, and the profile was 
deleted on the night of 
Sunday, January 11, one 
day after it was created.  
   Assistant principal 
Deb Boyer said that the 
next day, three upper-
classmen mentioned the 
incident to her. 
   “On my way into 
the building Monday 
morning, one of the 
upperclassmen said, 
‘Mrs. Boyer, is it true 
that we’re getting a 
new student, a senior,’” 
Boyer said. “Then later 
on that same morning, I 
had two other students 
come in … and their 
attitude was a little dif-
ferent. They weren’t 
smiling about this as if it 
were something funny.”
   The two students ex-
pressed concern over 
the profile and wanted 
to know if Boyer had 
heard of the incident. 
  Boyer checked 
with Dianne Hogan, 
Seaholm’s counseling 
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 Jenny Carlisle
WHO IS...

She “friended” nearly everyone
in the Seaholm network, then 
disappeared amid accusations  
she was fake. So who is she?
Emily Gordy
News Editor
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

Erin Houghton
Staff Writer
Ehoughton@seaholmhighlander.com

   Who is Jenny Carlisle? 
  On Saturday, January 10, more than three hundred 
Seaholm students were asking themselves that very 
same question.
   Nearly every Facebook user belonging to the 
Seaholm network received a friend request on Janu-
ary 10 from a girl named Jenny Carlisle. She was 
supposedly a junior from San Francisco who was 
set to start classes at Seaholm on Wednesday, Janu-
ary 14. 
     The Facebook 
page had a profile 
picture album, 
and at least two 
other photo al-
bums. All of the 
pictures in each 
album were of the 
same person, a 
blonde-haired girl with blue eyes. One of the albums 
even contained photos of a little girl, supposedly a 
younger Carlisle.
   Junior Brittany Lea was among a number of 
Seaholm students who wrote on Carlisle’s Facebook 
wall, welcoming her to the school.
   “I actually wrote on her wall,” Lea said. “I wanted 
to be friendly at first.”
   Hospitality turned to animosity, though, when Car-
lisle’s pictures were discovered on another Facebook 
profile belonging to a girl from Montreal named Pey-
ton Hart.
   In addition, other pictures from Carlisle’s profile 
were found on a MySpace profile and a dating ser-
vice advertisement, also on MySpace. 
   “I wanted to ask her what her classes are to see if she 
was legit,” Lea said. “She didn’t know her classes, 
she didn’t know her counselor. Some of the other 
girls asked where she lived, [that] kind of stuff. She 
couldn’t even tell crossroads or anything.”
   Students began questioning Carlisle’s authentic-

enrollment specialist, who said no one had enrolled 
or was in the process of enrolling at that point, which 
didn’t come as a surprise.
   “Any time an upperclassman would enroll this far 
into the trimester, for certain I would know about it,” 
Boyer said. 
   Most distressing to both Boyer and Lea was the fact 
that at least two students gave their phone numbers to 
the creator of Carlisle’s profile. 

   “I know that some people had given her their num-
bers so I was concerned that she wasn’t real,” Lea 
said.
   According to Oakland County Computer Crimes 
Unit Detective Sergeant Joe Brian, Lea’s concern is 
justifiable.
   “By giving your personal phone number out, you’re 
opening a child up for stalking, harassment,” Brian 
said.
   Brian said that posing as someone else, or unlawful 
posting of a message, is a two-year felony. Using a 
computer to commit a crime is a felony of two years 
as well.
   However, he stressed that by simply making a Face-
book profile, the creator of Jenny Carlisle did not do 
something illegal.
   “I’ve got ten different [online] profiles myself right 
now, boys and girls,” Brian said. “That’s not against 
the law to do that … he or she didn’t do anything ac-
tually wrong.”
   While the person behind Carlisle is still unknown, 

The Facebook profile had a number of photos, including this one, of the same girl. A sign welcoming Carlisle to Seaholm hangs in a hallway near posters for members of the girls basketball team.  Photo by Lindsay Boeckl 

Boyer believes she (or he) does not pose an actual 
threat to anyone. 
   “For the moment, at least, I’m writing it off as a 
prank…but my antenna is up,” Boyer said.
   The real problem, Brian said, is students’ willingness 
to become friends with someone online without actu-
ally knowing them in person.
   “It’s more status,” Brian said. “It’s ‘I’ve got 1400 
friends, you’ve got 800 friends. I’m more popular than 
you.’ No … you’re more friends with people on the 
network that don’t care.”
   He added that by accepting a friend request from 
someone unfamiliar, a student is allowing a stranger 
access to their personal information.
   “You’re giving them everything they need,” Brian 

said. “There’s no dif-
ference in that than just 
walking in the mall with 
a sign on your neck 
with everything on it, 
except that a mall’s saf-
er because you can see 
what’s coming at you.”
   Boyer echoed Brian’s 

concerns, adding that people should always be wary of 
computer hackers. 
   “I think you always have to be cautious when 
someone you don’t know asks for your information, 
because you always have to be aware of people phish-
ing,” Boyer said. 
   As for the Jenny Carlisle incident, though, Boyer 
maintains that it was simply someone playing a prank.
   “I see nothing that could be threatening or harmful, 
and that’s always one of my guidelines: are my stu-
dents safe,” Boyer said. “I see nothing that worries me 
in that regard.”
   For now, Boyer says, she is not looking into the situ-
ation. 
   Lea also remains unworried, saying that she believes 
the incident will simply be an amusing memory for 
those involved. 
   “It will be a class joke kind of thing, like ‘Remember 
that one time?’” Lea said. “I feel like this is something 
that happens at a lot of schools. It just hasn’t affected 
ours before.” 

Photos courtesy of Erin Houghton
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   Teachers are human; we want them to be per-
fect but they just simply are not. 
   If only I could make a Frankenstein version of 
a teacher. It would have all the best attributes of 
the teachers we know and love.
   Franken-teacher would have the storytelling 
ability of Ms. Rogers.
   Ms. Rogers can relate a story about how she 
can’t eat bananas because of an experience with 
banana spiders and then connect it to the day’s 
intelligence.  This takes serious talent.
   It would have Mr. Carleton’s old school hip-
hop knowledge, and his ability to relate any hip-
hop verse to World History and lessons about 
self motivation and  .
   “Like Flavor Flav says I can’t do nothing for 
ya,” said Carleton.
   It would have the ability to make up puns that 
apply to math class and are kind of comical, like 
Mr.Harte.
   Franken-teacher would have the ability to tell 
stories about the olden days and present day and 
all of them are funny, like Mr. Harwood.
   It would have the ability to keep me in a class-
room, and it is not even my class, like Mrs. 
Jackson and Mrs. McDonald.
   It would have the ability to be something like, 
Mr. Shaheen. 
   This teacher would have the ability to put up 
with my crazy antics like Hide and Seek Class-
room edition like Mr.Bruns. 
   This teacher would have the ability to be a 
substitute teacher, who actually teaches, for any 
class like Mr. Treharne. 
   “I’m a chameleon,” said Treharne.  “If you put 

Javon Castillo
Columnist
Jcastillo@seaholmhighlander.com

Thoughts from 
TheKing of Comedy 

me in bio I can be a science teacher.”
Franken-teacher would have the ability to be 
straight forward about topics other teachers 
wouldn’t even dare to bring up. If you are won-
dering what teacher exhibits this talent, just stop 
by and see Mrs. DeBoer. 
   It would also have the ability to make a class 
that should be an easy A into an actual class you 
have to try hard in like Ms. Monczka. 
   This teacher would have the ability to keep Ja-
von Castillo in class without leaving.  One way 
to do this is to be loud like Ms. Harte.  
   This teacher would have the ability to do a 
variety of voices when giving lectures like Mr. 
LaBond. 
   Most of all, Franken-teacher needs to have a 
vocabulary full of the catch phrases. 
   Here are a few examples of the 
   “White board O knowledge,” says Mr. 
Caughell.
    “Teach what needs to be taught, says Mr. 
Carleton.
   “CLICK CLICK” “The dog whisper” “The 
cough” “YEEP!” are sound effects from the 
one and only Ms. Rogers.  
   “If you will,” said by Mr. Treharne.
   “You can do it” “Work hard” and “RUN,” said 
by Mr. Priebe.
   
   Random thoughts:
   Richaud pack scored 56 points, and should 
have gotten a technical foul for BALLIN’.
   Avatar was a good movie, even though it was 
about oversize Smurfs.
   How long has Timmy Turner been 10 years 
old on the Fairly Oddparents?
   How old is Beyonce really?
   Did a girl do the voice of Tommy from the 
show Rugrats?

Pieces of a Perfect Teacher

L indsay 's  Indies
Lindsay Boeckl
Photo Editor
Lboeckl@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Eels’ new album End Times is also ex-
perimenting with their sound. Their past album 
Daisies of the Galaxy was full of fun and happy 
songs with upbeat acoustic guitar riffs. End 
Times however is a bit darker. 
   Lead singer Mark Oliver Everett wrote many 
of the songs in their new album about his recent 
divorce. He sings in an even lower octave that 
his already low voice was though possible to 
go.  The happy acoustic guitar known in past 
albums is now muffled and a bit eerie. 
   Despite the drastic change in sound End 
Times is an extremely good album. 
The first track, ‘The Beginning’, tells a reminis-
cent story of start of Oliver’s relationship with 
his wife. 
   The second track, ‘Gone Man’, jumps to post-
divorce life with lyrics that are almost satirical. 
“I pass the hours just to get by, talk to the dog so 
that I know I am alive,” Everett sings. 
End Times is also an album that will take some 
getting used to if you are open to it.
3 and a half out of 4 stars; Labels: E Works, 
Vagrant; Release Date: January  19. 2010; 
39:56; available on iTunes, Amazon, and 
where CD’s are sold

Spoon’s music has an aspect that sets them 
apart from other Indie bands today. It is their 
ability to write songs that each have a different 
sound while maintaining a universal sound that 
gives their songs a thumbprint.  
   Their new album, Transference, continues this 
trend in their music.
   Transference contains catchy songs for you to 
tap your hands on your steeling wheel to. Lead 
singer Britt Daniel has a very unique raspy 
voice that is easy to like. 
   Spoon first became well known when their 
song ‘The Way We Get By’ was used in The O. 
C.'s first season. The song has a snappy piano 
part, some light tambourine, fun lyrics to sing 
along to, and an overall fun beat. Spoon kept 
things pretty simple.
   Transference is a bit different from their past 
albums. They strayed away from main stream 
tunes to more experimental music. They are 
definitely leaning more towards a heavier rock 
sound on a few songs such as ‘Written in Re-
verse’ and ‘Got Nuffin’. A hint of techno influ-
ence can be heard on ‘Nobody Gets Me but 
You’. 
   “I got nothing to lose but darkness and shad-
ows, got nothing to lose but bitterness and pat-
terns,” Daniel sings very heavily on ‘Got Nuf-
fin’. 
   If you've liked Spoon's past albums, Transfer-
ence may take a little getting used to as long as 
you're patient with their experimentation.
2 and a half out of 4 stars; Labels: Merge; Re-
lease Date: January 19, 2010; 43:07; available 
on iTunes, Amazon, and where CD’s are sold
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Letter to the Editor
   
  In the article about Boy’s Basketball and Brother Rice [Crosstown Beatdown], the 2002 Seaholm 
team beat Rice at Seaholm 60-54, to a capacity house on opening night (December 2001).  
  Senior Matt Neff, son of Bob Neff and 1972 member (whose only loss in an 18-1 season was to 
Brother Rice in the District Championship game by 2 points), helped lead the Maples to the win.  
    This win was part of a 3 straight win streak against Brother Rice, which was unheard of, as the 
Maples would beat them in the 2002 District Semi-Final, and again in the District Semi-Final in 
2003.  
  For the record, the Maples went 4-1 over a 5 game stretch against Brother Rice starting with a 
75-54 drubbing in a District Championship game in 1997. 
   If anyone needs any Seaholm Basketball History, I am more than happy to fill anyone in.

Regards,

Keith Hart
Seaholm Varsity Basketball Head Coach (1998-2007)

Ann Arbor Folk Festival - Friday January 29- 
Saturday January 30 at The Ark at 7pm

   Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief is the 
modern day tale of ancient Greek mythology. 
   Percy [Logan Lerman- 3:10 to Yuma, Hoot] 
is a normal high school kid who finds out that 
his dad is actually Poseidon, god of the sea.
   Zeus’s lightning bolt has gone missing, and 
everybody thinks Percy is the one who stole it. 
Percy embarks on an epic adventure to clear 
his name, return the missing lightning bolt, and 
find his mother.
   Percy is joined by Grover Underwood [Bran-
don T. Jackson- Tropic Thunder, 8 Mile], a say-
ter whose mission is to return him safely.
   Along the way the duo meets Luke [Jake 
Abel- The Lovely Bones, Angel of Death], the 
son of Hermes, god of travelers, and Annabeth 
Chase[Alexandra Daddario- The Attic, The 
Babysitters], the daughter of Athena, goddess 
of wisdom and war.
   In an interview with The Highlander, Ler-
man, Jackson, Abel, and Daddario talked 
about the importance of the Percy Jackson 
& the Olympians books and movie to young 
readers.
   “These books have brought a curriculum 
to schools,” Abel said about the series. “They 
study the Percy Jackson books in school. 
They’re reading again. And they’re reading 
about the Greek gods, something classic.”
   “This movie ‘tricks’ the kids into learning 

these myths in different ways,” Lerman said, 
“Because we retell them in a modern environ-
ment. For example, when Percy battles Medusa 
[Uma Thurman- Motherhood, Kill Bill], he 
uses his iPhone as a shield.”
   “Opening your imagination is always good,” 
Jackson said. “Kids got to start dreaming again. 
It’s getting ridiculous. People are not dreaming 
like they used. Let’s start dreaming again.”
   Percy Jackson kept an element of fantasy with 
mythical graphics and several scenes shot in 
front of a blue screen. 
   While many actors may be discouraged by 
the lack of interaction with their surroundings, 
the Percy Jackson cast took the opportunity to 
be creative with their environment and produce 
an even better atmosphere.
   “It’s a lot of fun using your imagination,” 
Daddario said. “You get to create what the visu-
al animation is going to do. Because you don’t 
have to work around the visual animation, it is 
built around what you have done.”
   “[Thurman/ Medusa] really harnessed her 
talents to create the characters of the snakes,” 
Lerman said, “Give them all personalities. In 
the scene, she’s working with the skull cap, and 
discussing how she can create a relationship 
between her and the snakes that aren’t there by 
looking at them, and giving movements that 
would make her snake like. She would take that 
and make it all work together.”
   Each of the four stars had a very different take 
on acting, and on preparation for performing.
   “Sometimes at the beginning of the day you’re 

Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
NWright@seaholmhighlander.com

Sadies Dance Controversy
Highlander Editorial
   Since the news got out that Sadies would be a 
lights-on affair, the general sentiment has been 
one of ridiculing the administration and decid-
ing not to go to the dance, and to instead rent a 
party bus and dance all night. 
   Clearly, for some, having raunchy good time 
and doing things better done with the lights off 
in the middle of a high school cafeteria is higher 
on the list of priorities than, say, quickly find-
ing an exit out of the very same cafeteria in the 
event of a fire. 
   The Highlander understands that a dance just 
isn’t a dance with the lights on. No one student 
can seem to put their finger on what makes a 
lights-on dance so devoid of fun. 
   Maybe it’s because with the lights out, it’s 
easier to make believe that you and you’re 
date are dancing somewhere other than a high 
school cafeteria. 
   Maybe it’s because when the lights are on, 

there’s really no avoiding seeing the couples 
who decide to have a prolonged make-out ses-
sion in the middle of the dance floor. 
   Maybe it’s because, if you’re having second 
thoughts about whether or not your date is good 
looking, the dark cafeteria solves that problem 
for you by making your date’s features indistin-
guishable.
   Maybe it’s because with the lights on, people 
will come to the stunning realization that every-
one has been doing the same stale dance move 
for each song (except the Cha-Cha Slide) at 
each of the dances for as long as any student 
can remember. 
   Whatever the reason, it is clear that walking 
down the stairs to the cafeteria expecting to see 
a bumpin’ party only to see the same sight seen 
earlier that day at lunch minus lunch tables re-
ally takes the fun out of the night.
   We predict that the dance will amount to six 
or seven groups of kids awkwardly standing 
around on the well lit cafeteria floor, vacantly 

nodding their heads to the music, sipping the 
fruit punch provided by the school, and glanc-
ing up at one of the clocks about once every 
30 seconds. 
   However, the administration doesn’t really 
have a choice on this one. The safety of those 
attending the school-sponsored function has 
to come before all other details. The absolute 
last thing this (or any district) needs is a school 
dance disaster where a student gets injured, or 
worse. 
   Though there have been rumors that the dance 
floor area is going to be moved the other side 
of the cafeteria to reduce the brightness, they 
have yet to be confirmed. It is unknown how 
much good moving the dance floor would do 
in terms of making the dance more enjoyable. 
   Unfortunately, the nature of the situation is 
such that the administration can expect a sig-
nificant drop in ticket sales from last year to 
this year unless they can figure out a way to 
keep the dance dark and safe at the same time.

‘Olympians’ Dish on New Flick 

Jake Abel, Logan Lerman, Brandon T. Jackson, and Alexandra Dadadrio pose for a photo 
after an interview  at the Townsend with The Highlander.                  Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

a little bit nervous,” Daddario said. “You have 
to warm up, and get used to it. I think it’s normal 
to get nervous, it’s just something you have to 
work through.”
   “I like to prepare, and then I’m not nervous,” 
Jackson said. “Preparation is the key to relax-
ation.”
   “Personally, I’m not a big fan of preparation,” 
Lerman said. “I like to have it flow out naturally. 
You just figure out what works for you. You get 
to the place where you forget that you’re even 
there. You just role with what’s happening in 
the scene, and with what the character’s going 
through. You kind of just lose yourself in it and 
you block out everything else that’s going on.”
   “My goal is to try to disappear enough into a 
role that people won’t be able to recognize me 
outside of it,” Abel said. “For me that’s the ulti-
mate goal.”
   The four cast members made sure to stress that 
no matter how famous they get, they’re still just 
humans portraying a story.
   “We’re storytellers,” Jackson said.  “People 
put actors up to be these examples of how to 
live. No, all we do is tell stories. We’re not su-
perhuman. We’re just entertaining you guys, 
and showing you art. I think that’s the problem 
with our society today, we put celebrities too big 
in the society.”
   “This film itself is bigger than any one person 
in it,” Abel said. “There’s no face on the poster. 
That’s not Logan, that’s Percy and a lightning 
bolt.”
   “The actor should never be bigger than the 
film they’re in,” Lerman said. “It takes you out 
of it. This isn’t that kind of movie. We made 
sure that they’re a solid character. This isn’t Twi-
light, this isn’t about puckering your lips and 
looking good.”
   Percy Jackson is typical teenage boy with 
typical teenage problems, until he learns that his 
weaknesses are really his strengths.
   “Percy is symbolic of any average American 
teenager,” Lerman said. “He has problems like 
anyone else, disabilities like anyone else would 
have. He looks down upon himself because of 
his disabilities, then one day he finds out he is 
the son of Poseidon, he’s not who he thought 
he was. Everyone can relate to that. The movie 
teaches you to embrace yourself. Embrace your 
disabilities, take them and make them your 
strengths.”

Highlander Erred: Hoops Team’s 2009 Win 
Over Brother Rice Not First in 20 Years



   Peter Jackson and his signa-
ture special effects bring life 
to Alice Sebold’s The Lovely 
Bones.
   Jackson directed, produced, 
and helped write the screenplay 
for The Lovely Bones.
   Half the movie was filmed 
with a blue screen, making 
Jackson’s vision essential to the 
final outcome.
   The Lovely Bones takes place 
in 1973 in Norristown, Penn-

sylvania, a suburban town filled with 
normal families and no crime.

   Susie Salmon, played by Saoirse Ronan, (City of Ember, 
Atonement) is a typical 14 year old girl, until her neighbor 
George Harvey, played by Stanley Tucci, (Julie & Julia, The 
Tale of Despereaux) lures her into an underground room and 
murders her.
   After Susie dies she refuses to move on to Heaven, so she 
gets stuck in “The In Between,” a combination of earth and 
paradise. She watches over her family, friends, crush, and 
murder, but it comes at a price.
   The stunning images and amazing effects of Susie’s In Be-
tween will send chills down the spines of anyone who sees 
it. Jackson’s vision fused earth’s memories with Heaven’s 
freedom. 
   At first, all memories are happy, and Susie describes it as 
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A Lovely Movie Indeed

Actress Spotlight: Interview With Lovely’s Saoirse Ronan

   “You can’t handle the 
tooth” was the slogan for 
The Tooth Fairy, starring 
Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson. (The Game 
Plan and Get Smart)
   And they were correct. 
Viewers can not handle 
the tooth.
   This movie, directed by 
Michael Lembeck (Santa 
Clause 2 and 3), pre-
miered January 22, 2010 
and should have skipped 
theatres and went straight 

to DVD. Whoever would like to waste ten 
dollars could easily do so by buying a ticket 
to this cheesy film.

   Johnson plays Derek Thompson, a minor 
league hockey player for the Lansing Ice Wolves, who has 
lost all faith that he will make it back to the NHL after suf-
fering shoulder problems.
   He is known to many as a “dream killer” and constantly 
tells kids who have dreams for themselves that there is al-
ways something bigger out there standing in the way of 
their success. 

Allison Mullen
Deputy Opinion Editor
Amullen@seaholmhighlander.com

Worse than Drilling a Cavity

Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

   After only six movies and two starring roles, Saoirse 
Ronan’s resume is anything but unimpressive.
   At only 15, Ronan has won nine awards and had 14 nomi-
nations, including Golden Globe, Oscar, and BAFTA nomi-
nations for supporting actress in Atonement.
   Ronan is the seventh youngest actress to have been nomi-
nated for an Oscar for supporting actress.
   The Irish actress grew up close to the movie industry, of-
ten accompanying her father, actor Paul Ronan, to his movie 
sets. Paul Ronan is known for such films as The Devil's Own 
and Veronica Guerin.
   In 2003, at only eight years old, Ronan got her start as a 
guest star on The Clinic, a popular Irish television drama. 
After four episodes, she went on to guest in “Proof,” an Irish 
Soap.
   It wasn’t until 2007, when Ronan was 13, that she landed 
her first supporting role on the silver screen.
   In I Could Never Be Your Woman, a romantic comedy 
about a mother and daughter both falling in love consecu-
tively, Ronan played Izzie, a pre-teen budding musician.

   Ronan had three other movies that year- The Christmas 
Miracle of Jonathon Toomey, Death Defying Acts, and her 
breakthrough role as the young Briony in Atonement.
   Ronan’s most recently played Susie Salmon, the lead char-
acter in The Lovely Bones.
   In an interview with the Highlander, Ronan talked about life 
as a 15 year old actress just starting to leap into fame. 
   Between finding time for an education, deciding which 
of her friends are real and which are fake, and being away 
from her home in Ireland, Ronan has already experienced the 
down side of fame. Her passion and drive for acting, how-
ever, have kept her going.
   While on the set of The Lovely Bones, Ronan had home-
work just like any other typical high school girl. The dif-
ference was that along with science and history, she had to 
memorize lines and blocking for scenes shot with nothing but 
a blue screen.
   “I had to keep up with my school work,” Ronan said. “It 
was hard, because I would come from doing a very intense 
scene on set, and then I’d have to go in and study about World 
War I or something. That was sometimes difficult, but it has 
to be done.”
   Ronan plans to further her education eventually, after she 
has had some time to pursue acting.

   “I think I’m going to do both [continue acting and go to 
college],” Ronan said. “I don’t think I could give up acting 
right now. I have a passion for it, and I don’t think it would be 
something that I could just leave now. But, my education is 
very important to me, so I would like to go to University, and 
I think I might study film.”
   Along with worrying about both the next scene and the next 
math test, Ronan sometimes had the burden of wondering 
whether her new friend was real.
   “With this job, you’re going to find people who are not 
genuine,” Ronan said. “Who you think have your best inter-
ests, but don’t necessarily have that. I’ve met a few people 
who’ve been like that, who you would trust, but then you 
realize that they’re not actually that person. So, I think you 
just have to be aware of who the real people are and who 
your true friends are.”
   Ronan also has the stress of being away from her home 
whenever she is shooting a film. She commutes between 
Ireland and LA whenever she can, which is over 5,100 miles.
   “I like Hollywood, but it’s very, very different to Ireland,” 
Ronan said. “I live in the country. I don’t even live in the city 
of Dublin. So, it’s nice to go from one place to the other, but 
it’s always very nice to come back home as well, and do 
thing that country girls do, like play with animals and things 

like that.”
   Ronan also had to exchange her thick Irish accent for an 
American one in The Lovely Bones.
   “I’ve got a really strong Irish accent,” Ronan said. “It was 
changed to an American accent, but it was slightly more on 
the Eastern side because it’s set in Pennsylvania.”
   As far as future ambitions in film, Ronan would love to do 
a romantic comedy. Her past few films have been anything 
but light-hearted, and Ronan acknowledges comedies as her 
favorite type of movies.
   Ronan lists Jack Nicholson, Meryl Streep, and Natalie Port-
man as influences and actors she would love to work with.
   Saoirse Ronan is an actress who is clearly going places. 
She has had more awards and nominations in the seven years 
she has been acting than most actors achieve in their whole 
careers.
   “I think the most important thing is to be educated in film,” 
Ronan said. “In other actors past and present, and just to make 
sure that it’s definitely what you want to do. Talk to people 
who maybe have the same interests as you. And if you’re 
lucky enough to get a break, just make sure that you’re level 
headed and you’ve got the right people around you.”

Natalie Wright
Staff Writer
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

“[Her] own perfect world.” But, slowly, evil memories of her 
death begin to blend in with the good ones, and eventually, 
Susie can see that her own bad memories are affecting her 
family.
   The Lovely Bones focuses on the strength of relationships 
and love, even after death. 
   The predominant relationship is the one between Susie 
and her father, Jack Salmon, played by Mark Wahlberg 
(The Happening, The Departed).  Jack hunts for his daugh-
ter’s murder relentlessly. He won’t rest until Susie has been 
avenged.
    Abigail Salmon, played by Rachel Weisz (Definitely, May-
be, About a Boy), Susie’s mother, refuses to forget about her 
little girl. She searches for herself through her dead daugh-
ter’s memory.
   Ray Singh, played by Reece Ritchie (10,000 BC), Susie’s 
crush, remembers Susie as more and more time passes. He 
never regrets his feelings for her, despite the fact that he can’t 
ever see her again. 
   The extremely talented cast has a combined 71 awards and 
88 nominations, including two Golden Globes.
   Tucci gives the best performance, portraying George Har-
vey, a clever, but extremely disturbed serial murderer of 
young girls. He has already had a Golden Globe nomination 
for his outstanding depiction.   The Oscar nomination goes to 
Susan Sarandon.
   Peter Jackson has yet again shown the world his unique 
and creative vision. The Lovely Bones’ special effects will 
amaze any audience and possibly propel the movie to future 
award shows.
One out of four stars, Running time 105 minutes, Rated PG, 
Now Playing at the Birmingham Palladium.

   The main plot lacked any substance, making the movie 
drag on for what seemed like much longer than the nearly 
two hour running time.  
   Johnson’s girlfriend has two kids, one of which has just 
lost a tooth. After almost spilling the secret to this young 
girl and telling her that the Tooth Fairy isn’t real, the Queen 
of Tooth Fairy Land, Julie Andrews (Sound of Music and 
Princess Diaries) demanded that Derek Thompson expe-
rience one week of his life collecting teeth and facing ob-
stacles that get in the way of him and the pillow.
   One scene that stood out was with Billy Crystal (Mon-
sters Inc.), who starred as an older fairy who is preparing 
Thompson for the challenges he will face.
It’s fair to say that Johnson should have stuck with his 
wrestling career because this movie isn’t assisting his pro-
fession. 
   The supporting cast was much stronger than Johnson 
who didn’t quite capture the role he was given. Actors like 
Adam Sandler could have accomplished this role much 
better, resulting in a funnier movie.
Ryan Sheckler, a professional skate boarder who was cast-
ed in the film, only saying about seven lines throughout the 
movie, had better acting abilities than Johnson himself. 
   Along with the plot, creativity was also lacking. Movies 
like this have been done before; take for example Toothless 
starring Kirstie Alley in 1997.
   “The tooth hurts” could easily describe the experience at 
the theatre.
One out of four stars, Running time 105 minutes, Rated 
PG, Now Playing at the Birmingham Palladium.

Draw a line on a piece of a paper drop it on the ground and ask your 
desire of affection to pick up that line.  100

I don’t want to impress you or anything but, ah, I am batman. 90
Fat Penguin. What? I just wanted to say something to break the ice, 

my name is… 80
That’s a nice cat/dog/pet; does it have a phone number?70

You must be a magician because every time I look at you 
everyone else disappears. 60

Let’s go behind that rock and get a little boulder.50
Falling for you would be a very short trip. 40

Are you a broom? Because you just swept me off my feet.30
Whenever I see you my heart races, I hope to win first prize. 20

Are you from Tennessee? Because you are the only ten I see.10
Look at someone deep and stare at them then say, 

Has anyone ever told you that you remind me of President Grant? 0

Pick Up Lines

   After an absence of 11 years, cheerleading has returned 
in full force.  The team made up of 12 underclassmen per-
formed a routine for their halftime show, and several other 
cheers during the game.  There were rumors that a tiff be-
tween the dance team, Maple Motion, and the cheerleaders 
was going to come to a head at the game.  In spite of the 
initial conflict between the two teams over practice times, all 
went as planned.

Mari Manoogian
Opinion Editor
Mmanoogian@seaholmhighlander.com

   For the first time in over 30 years, a team has defeated An-
dover’s forensics team at a tournament. Last Saturday, the 
Seaholm forensics squad just edged out Andover by two 
points to win the Ford Fest Tournament held at Groves High 
School. Tournament winners at the Ford Fest were senior Jill 
Spina (Informative), junior Alex Singer (Extemporaneous), 
sophomore Madeline Jerge (Oratory), and senior Josh Co-
hen (poetry). Overall, Seaholm had an astounding 23 finalists 
total with a finalist in each of the categories.  Seaholm was 
able to overcome the size of Andover’s forensics team, with 
49 on the Barons roster and 42 on the Maples roster. The next 
forensics tournament is February 13th at Birch Run.

Nick Naski
Sports Editor
Nnaski@seaholmhighlander.com

Cheerleaders make 
debut performance
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    Senior Katti Karkkainen is thousands of miles away from 
her native country of Finland. But when she’s on Seaholm’s 
basketball court, she feels right at home.
     Karkkainen, a 17-year-old exchange student from 
Finland, recently broke the record of points scored in a 
Seaholm girls’ basketball game. Karkkainen, a 5’9” point 
guard, scored a school-record 31 points in Seaholm’s 51-47 
win against Farmington High School. 
    Two weeks later she broke it, scoring 32 points in a 53-46 
win against Hazel Park. 
   That’s not a surprise, considering she played basketball for 
ten years with Finland’s national team before coming here. 

From Long 
Distance

However, basketball in Finland and basketball at Seaholm 
vary.
     “There are no high school basketball teams in Finland, just 
clubs,” Karkkainen said.  
     During the winter, Karkkainen played with clubs.  In the 
summer, she played with a national team. On the national 
team, she would play against different countries, and some of 
the tournaments would be in other countries.
     “Katti is one of the best players in her age group in Fin-
land,” Seaholm Head Coach Steve Hasler said. 
     The season is also longer in Finland. There, it lasts about 
six months, while Seaholm’s basketball season only lasts 
about four. Karkkainen also enjoys the fact that the games are 
played at different times.
     “It’s nice that games are in the week,” Karkkainen said. “I 
used to play on the weekends.”

     Some things, however, remain the same between both 
countries.
     “The amounts of practice are the same,” Karkkainen said.
     Katti’s playing abilities have helped the team a great 
deal. Her basketball skills have allowed the team to become 
stronger.
     “She is by far the best player on the team,” senior center 
Paige Sienkiewicz said. “She’s a big asset to our team.”
     Katti’s intense concentration allows her to shine. Not only 
does she focus intensely during the games, but she works 
hard during the game warm-ups as well. Katti’s effortless 
passes, shots, and steals effectively give the team an advan-
tage during their games.
     So far, the varsity girls basketball team’s record is 6-3. 
Though Seaholm lost their games against Berkley 48-40 
and Groves 60-34, Karkkainen still managed to get 17 
points for the team in each game. And for their wins against 
Lahser, Karkkainen scored 12 points.
     “She’s not only the best player on our team, but also in 
the league,” Hasler said.
     Karkkainen also gets along with the team very well.
     “I like the girls,” she said.
     And the feeling amongst the team is mutual.
     “I think she has adjusted very well,” said Sienkiewicz. 
“Socially, [the team] gets along a lot.”
     One thing is for certain: Karkkainen’s strengths have 
boosted the team immensely.
     “Because of having Katti on our team, we have potential 
of being league champ,” Hasler said. “The season has just 
begun.”

Karkkainen (#13) has lead the varsity team to a 6-3 record. “Because of having Katti on our team, we 
have potential of being league champ,” Seaholm Head Coach Steve Hasler said.  Photo courtesy Seaholm Basketball

Finnish Sensation Katti Karkkainen Puts 
Seaholm Girls Basketball on the Map

Katti Karkkainen broke the school’s single-game scor-
ing record twice -- notching games of 31 and 32 points.                            
Photo courtesy Katti Karkkainen.

   The Seaholm wrestling team exceeded expec-
tations by finishing in 4th place at the Chippewa 
Valley Invite last Saturday. The Maples com-
peted in the highest division at the tournament 

(elite pool), and placed higher than the host 
school Chippewa Valley who is ranked 3rd in 
Macomb County. 
   Senior Alex Zohoury was the only person on 
the Maples roster to finish with an undefeated 
record of 5-0.  Seniors Barclay Oudersluys, 
Keith Otterbein, Joel Cortight, Tyler Kerstetter, 

and sophomore Ryan Law all finished with 
three victories at the tournament.
   The team won a 37-31 nail biter January 20 
against Southfield that came down to the final 
match. In the 171 weight class, senior Tyler 
Kerstetter won in a 4-3 decision to clinch the 
victory for the Maples. 
  That momentum was crushed, however, 
when the Maples lost to arch rival Groves 
39-34. Senior captain Keith Otterbein was 
shocked with the 39-34 blemish. 
   “The loss to Groves was devastating,” said 
Otterbein. “We haven’t lost to them in years.”
   Despite a lot of injuries to the Maples ros-
ter, the Seaholm wrestling team is off to a fast 
start this season. With two tournaments wins at 
Lutheran Northwest and Bishop Foley, senior 
captain Barclay Oudersluys is very optimistic 
about this year’s team.
   “We have a really good team,” said Ouder-
sluys. “We just need to fill a couple of weight 

classes to be great.”
   In the Lutheran Northwest tournament that 
Seaholm finished 1st in, everyone in the Maples 
lineup was able to place on the podium.  This 
caught the eye of Otterbein, who realized after 
this meet that this team is for real.
   “It was the best wrestling I’ve seen so far this 
season,” said Otterbein. “Everyone wrestled to 
their full potential in that meet.”

    The Maples are led by senior captains Joel 
Cortright, Joe Franceschelli, Otterbein, and 
Oudersluys. These captains lead by example 
by getting the practices started, lead warm ups, 
lead stretching and conditioning, and show the 
team moves to better their skills. Not only do 
they lead by example, they are also great men-
tors to the underclassmen.
   Otterbein appreciates the respect the under-
classmen show towards the captains. He be-
lieves this not only betters the individuals but 
also builds team chemistry.
   “It’s cool because the younger guys are will-
ing to listen and take advice,” said Otterbein. “It 
makes my job as a captain a lot easier.”
   Oudersluys is very appreciative that he was 
given the chance to be a captain in his senior 
season at Seaholm.
   “It’s a great honor to be a captain,” said Ouder-
sluys. “I’m more than willing to put in the extra 
effort that is necessary for a captain.”
   The advice that the captains have been giv-
ing to the team has clicked for two underclass-
men. Freshman Tim List and sophomore Ryan 
Law have made an instant impact on the squad 
this season. Junior Kevin Covey believes these 
two wrestlers are going to be very successful 
throughout their Seaholm career.
   “I have been very impressed by these two kids 
this season,” said Covey. 

Wrestlers Bounce Back After Loss to Groves
   Franceschelli believes that a good amount of 
Seaholm’s success this season should be attrib-
uted to head coaches Mike Hessling and Neil 
Tuomi. The confidence they instill in his wres-
tlers give Franceschelli and the rest of the team 
that extra push to win.
   “They think we have a good chance at making 
states,” said Franceschelli. “This motivates us to 
put in hard work day in and day out.”
   With a very talented team with plenty of veter-
ans, Oudersluys knows the team goals that were 
set for this Seaholm squad at the beginning of 
the season are reachable. He also believes he 
has the potential to qualify for states in Battle 
Creek as an individual.
    As a team we would like to win the league 
and hopefully make it to Battle Creek,” said 
Oudersluys. “Individually I would be pretty 
happy to go to states.”
    Franceschelli would like to end his senior 
season off with a bang by winning the state 
championship. He’s been training year round to 
try and achieve this once in a lifetime accom-
plishment.
   “I want to win states whether feasible or not,” 
said Franceschelli. “I’ve been training since the 
summer to push towards this goal.”
   The Maples record is 5-5 and wrestle this Sat-
urday at the Dakota Tournament.  

Erin Houghton
Staff Writer
Ehoughton@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Barclay Oudersluys pins an opponent at the Chippewa Valley Invite, Saturday. The 
team finished a surprising 4th at the event. Photo courtesy Oudersluys family / Seaholm Wresling

Nick Naski
Sports Editor

   Four BVS skaters medaled- including three Seaholm 
underclassmen- at the January 8th District competition. 
Ninth grader Stephanie Rosin, and tenth graders Sophia 
Fabiunke and Molly Matice received both bronze and sil-
ver medals. 
   Rosin received two bronze medals in both combina-
tion jump and spiral and a silver medal in sit spin.  Matice 
also received two bronze medals in the 1/2 flip jump and 
moves in the field pattern. Fabiunke received a bronze 
medal in the toe-loop jump and a silver medal in the two 
foot spin. 
    “I’m not sure if they were expecting it or not, but it 
doesn’t take away from any of it, they still did a great job,” 
senior Jillian Spina said.
   At the January 8th competition, which was held at The 
Detroit Skating Club on Friday, The Birmingham Varsity 
Skating A team placed ninth overall (out of nine), the B 
team tied for eighth overall, while the C team placed third 
overall. 
    To qualify for the state competition, the team needs to 
rank third in the district. The A level is currently ranked 
eighth out of nine in the district, and the B level is tied 
for eighth out of ten teams. The C level presently holds 
third place out of five teams , though the C level teams do 
not advance onto the state championships. At the end of 
the season, they will however, be recognized for the final 
district placement. 
    “I really want us to go to states this year,” junior Kaitlyn 
Krizanic said. “Right now we are placed 5th and the top 
three teams go each year so we need to work hard to move 
ourselves up.” 
    “Even if the team does not qualify for States, many 
of our skaters will compete at the State Championship 
competition in individual events,” BVS coach, Sarah 
Feldt said. “Last season we had 11 skaters compete and 
three took home a top five finish.”    
    The team is led by four captains: from Seaholm, senior 
Jillian Spina and junior Kaitlyn Krizanic and from Groves 
seniors Tali Jenson and Jennifer Johnson.
     The team has twenty-one skaters in total including fif-
teen girls from Seaholm, five girls from Groves and one 
from International Academy. 
    “I really like the team aspect of it [BVS],” junior Darcy 
Hackert said. “Skating is such an individual sport so usu-
ally you don’t have such a large group of girls together.” 
    The team’s next event is February 24th at the Troy 
Sports Center.

Four BVS Skaters 
Medal at Meet
Madison Weinert
Staff Writer
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

   With high ranking early in the season, the BU ski team is 
seeing the rewards of weekly practices and skilled members. 
    “Our goal this year as a team is to win the league, win re-
gionals, and ultimately win state,” senior team captain Zach 
Hill said.
    With the boys winning in the first two meets on January 4th 
and 6th, while the girls took fifth and third place for the same 
meets, the high standards will be easy to reach.
Last year they placed first in regionals, second in leagues, and 
sixth in states. 
     Despite the lack of snow, Hill says members have still been 
keeping busy.
     “This preseason we’ve all just been training on our own,” 
said Hill, “We’re just expected to go to the gym, run, and do 
core on our own and most people actually do it. Also, most 
of us have been racing up north on the weekends, so we feel 
like we are ready.” 
     As for the girl’s team, Coach Joe Minock remains opti-
mistic, 
     “We’re in a rebuilding year, but our girls are extremely 
strong,” said coach Minock.
Minock added that concern about man-made snow has prov-
en to be unnecessary
     “The Man Made Snow tends to make for a smoother, 
sometimes icier surface. With that, the conditions can be a bit 

tougher for newer racers,” said Minock.
      With no major injuries the snow has been ideal for racing. 
      Having high rankings in previous seasons, and promising 
younger members, the teammates are optimistic.
      “I’m feeling very confident about it,” Hill said, “we have a 
very young league and we all feel that we can win.”
     Stand-out members of the team include the Hill brothers, 
both seniors.
     “Zach and Nick Hill always make States,” junior Michael 
Allen said. 
    With the boys team taking both first meets, the practicing is 
paying off. Birmingham Unified       
Ski team, also known as BUST, practices every Monday and 
Tuesday, skiing through specifically set up courses.  
     “Because skiing is such an individual sport, we set up race 
courses and we work with each individual skier to work on 
what they need to,” said Minock, “we take ten to 15 runs a 
night.”
     A main concern is the lack of upperclassmen. The coaches 
depend on older members to give advice to the freshman and 
sophomores.
    “We do, we heavily rely on our junior and senior captains 
to help out as much as possible,” said Minock.
    BUST has a number of upcoming events including, The 
All Day Divisional on February 4th at Mt. Brighton,   The 
All day Regional Meet on February 11th at Mt. Brighton, 
SEMSL Championships on February 18th at Mt. Brighton 
and All Day MHSAA State Meet on February 22nd at Boyne 
Highlands

Ski Team Wins First Two
Marie Beshouri
Staff Writer
Mbeshouri@seaholmhighlander.com
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   nior guard Richaud Pack and junior forward Shawn Conway have shown 
this season that they are possibly the most explosive pair in the entire OAA.
   And living under the same roof, the cousins may just be the best family 
tandem in the state.
   Pack has averaged 34.8 points per game while Conway has added 17.3, 
accounting for 72 percent of the team’s points this season.

    “I love playing with Richaud,” said Conway. “We play well together.”
    Conway transferred from Cass Tech to live with Richaud and the Packs last year.
    Sharing the house with Conway are Pack’s siblings Raynard, twins Kendall and 
Rowland, mom Kaija, and Simba, the family’s lab.
     In fact, Pack’s big brother Raynard, who played point guard for the Maples in 2006-
2007, was the reason Pack ended up at Seaholm in the first place. 

     And after Pack came 
Conway.
     Family seems to play 
a large role in supporting 
these two. Anyone who 
has attended a Seaholm 
basketball game has seen the 
abundance of Pack family 
members, hanging on every 
shot and cheering proudly 
for their two favorite players.
     “I love cheering on 
Richaud and Shawn,” said 
Kaija Pack. “I’m just so 
proud of them.”
      The pair of 6’3’’ cousins 
have been playing together 
since they could walk, 
creating a mix of talent and 
chemistry that is nearly 
impossible to stop. 
      “Richaud and I have been 
playing basketball together 
for our whole lives,” said 
Conway. “[We] were playing 
basketball when we were 
little kids.
      “We know each others’ 
games and we try to make 
each other better. Richaud 
always checks me in practice 
and I check him.”
      Pack couldn’t agree more.
     “We push each other all 

the time,” said Pack. “We have 
been playing together for a 
long time. Basically we’ve 
been playing forever.”

      Pack’s mom marvels at how well the two get along.
     “You know, Richaud and Shawn spend so much 
time together,” Kaija said, “and for them to get along 
as well as they do is remarkable.”
      Pack has a 3.9 GPA and takes honors courses, 
most notably the Seaholm flexible scheduling 
program (Flex). 
      “Richaud gets such good grades,” Kaija said, “and 
that’s the thing it’s not just about basketball he does 
so well in school.”
       The success on and off the court that Pack 
has shown has given him the opportunity to play 
Division one basketball. He signed a national letter of 
intent to play basketball for Isiah Thomas at Florida 
International University.
      Pack and Conway are relentlessly competitive, on 
and off the basketball court.
      “Shawn and I are competitive all the time,” said 
Pack. 
      “I mean, I always want to win and so does he. 
Whether it’s practice or a game, we’re both pretty 
competitive.”
       Pack’s mom said the two make each other better.
       “Shawn doesn’t mind that Richaud scores most 
of the points, and Richaud tries to help get Shawn 
baskets,” Kaija said. “One thing they both do though, 
is they both feed [Seaholm forward Jack] Quigley.”
       Kaija feels that the pair’s contrasting games and 
personalities are great for improvement.
   “Richaud and Shawn have very different styles and 
very different personalities,” said Kaija. “They push 
each other, they always have, and they feed off each 
other’s energy and motivation.”
   This burning competitive desire plays a large role 
in the pair’s success on the court, as exhibited in the 
West Bloomfield game when the two flat-out refused 
to give the Lakers an inch as the Maple’s gutted out 
the overtime victory.
   “I hate losing,” said Conway. “And so does 
Richaud.” 
   Playing with his cousin is something that Pack does 
not take for granted.

   “I love playing with Shawn,” said Pack. “We have a connection from our years of growing 
up together and playing basketball,” said Pack. “We know each other so well, and it translates 
to wins.”
   The family tandem often scores the vast majority of points, carrying most of the scoring 
load for the Maples.
   Against Berkley, Seaholm had a new leading scorer for the first time all season, as Conway 
scored 30, edging his cousin by two points. However, points are not the only stat.
   “Shawn had more points, but Richaud had a triple double,” said senior Buddy Ellis. “They 
both had good games.”
    While 58 combined points seems like a lot, it is not remotely unusual for these two.
   A perfect example of this was when the Maples hosted Troy. Pack scored a staggering 56 
points, while Conway added a quiet 27.
    There aren’t many nights where one can be under the radar on a particular night and score 
27 points, but this was one of them. While Pack had a night that made history, many were 
so engrossed in this that they didn’t notice Conway having a dynamite all-around game. 
Conway piled up 27 points, 
19 rebounds, six steals and 
four blocked shots. 
    Scoring aside, Conway 
is crucial to the Maples 
rebounding and defense, 
as few players can match 
up with his athleticism 
and elevator-shaft jumping 
ability.
    Senior Bill Getschman 
believes that the play of 
Maple basketball’s first 
family has a huge impact 
on the rest of the team.
    “When Richaud and 
Shawn are playing well, 
the whole team plays well,” 
said Getshman. “We sort of 
go as they go.”
     Conway recognizes the 
responsibility bestowed 
upon the two of them.
    “The rest of the team 
definitely looks up to 
Richaud and me,” said 
Conway. “We always stay 
positive no matter what 
because the team has to be 
positive for us to win.”
    Pack’s leadership ability 
is impressive, as he is much 
younger than most high 
school seniors.
    “Richaud started his senior 
year as a 16 year old,” said 
Kaija Pack. “He turned 17 in October, so he should really be compared to high school 
juniors. Some families hold their kids back for basketball but Richaud is actually ahead a 
grade, because the Pack family is always moving forward.”
    As for goals, Pack and Conway are setting the bar high.

    “We want to go 20-0,” said Pack.
    “Another goal is that we want to win Regionals,” 
said Pack.
     Conway has similar ideas about where he would 
like to see this team late in the season.
   “We’re just taking it one game at a time,” said 
Conway. “We want to go undefeated. Richaud and 
me always set the bar high in everything, so we 
want to win every game.”
    These cousins, who live together, seem to have 
a natural chemistry on the court. This is particularly 
noticeable when executing every fan’s favorite 
play.
    “When Richaud and I are going to do an alley-
oop, I can tell,” said Conway. 
“I look over at him and then we both know.”
    While an alley-oop may only count for two 
points on the scoreboard, in reality it means much 
more due to the energy that it creates.
   “When Shawn throws down an oop it energizes 
the team,” said Getschmen. “It gives us all the 
momentum and we usually go on a run.”
   Pack and Conway have led the Maples to a 9-0 
start. The next team on the schedule that might 
have an answer for Pack, Conway, and the Maples 
is Avondale. The Maples travel to Avondale on 
February 9th  for a game that is sure to be played at 
a high level.
    Seaholm basketball has had its star players over 
the years. Steve Sheckell (Pack broke his career 
scoring mark earlier this season), Jon Borovich, 
and Matt Ishbia are some of the star players who 
played on the Seaholm court. 
   However, never has one household provided two 
impact players of this magnitude simultaneously. 
They push each other, athletically and mentally, to 
their greatest possible heights. 
   The sky is the limit for these cousins and the team 
that they lead. The journey is just beginning.

Richaud Pack, Cousin 
Shawn Conway Are 
Seaholm’s Dynamic Duo

Senior guard/forward Richaud Pack slams home two of 
his Seaholm-record 56 points against Troy. Pack aver-
ages 34.8 points per game. Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

All Star
Pack-age

David Foreman
Sports Columnist
dforeman@seaholmhighlander.com

   Seaholm standout guard Richaud Pack set the school’s all time single-
game scoring record Tuesday, dropping 56 points in the Maples’ 95-71 
league opening win over the overwhelmed Troy Colts.
   The previous record was set 21 years ago by Steve Sheckell in 1989 
with 52 points in a 109-69 win over the Berkley Bears.
   Pack, known as a deadly shooter, was absolutely unconscious from 
behind the arc hitting eight triples on 11 attempts.
   Pack finished 20-27 from the floor and eight of ten from the free 
throw line.
   “I played well because of hard work and dedication. And with skill 
comes luck,” joked Pack.
    Another factor leading to Pack’s onslaught of scoring was the 
immense success of the Maples’ full court-press. Simply put, the Colts 
could not hang with the Maples’ speed and athleticism up and down 
the court. This led to turnovers and fast breaks at the other end of the 
floor, where Pack was able to execute his remarkable ability to finish 
at the rim.
     Pack left the game with about four minutes left in the fourth quarter 
to a standing ovation from the home crowd.

By David Foreman

    
Seaholm 71, Stoney Creek 62
  The Maples hosted the Stoney Creek Cougars in a key league match 
up on Friday January 22nd. Stoney Creek came into the game with an 
8-1 record, and looked to be the biggest test for Seaholm so far this 
season.
  The game was close throughout, but the Maples once again emerged 
victorious with a 71-62 win, which puts them at 9-0 on the season (5-0 
in OAA White).
    “They were good shooters,” said senior guard Chris Smith, who 
started the game for the first time this season. “We were able to keep up 
defensive pressure though.”
 Seaholm used a balanced scoring attack, something that has not been 
seen very often this season. Senior guard Richaud Pack and junior 
forward Shawn Conway led the way with 22 points each. Senior 
guard Buddy Ellis added 12 on four of six from three-point territory. 
Senior forward Jack Quigley had his second consecutive solid scoring 
performance, contributing 11 points on five of six from the free throw 
line.
    “We were able to move the ball around well,” said sophomore guard 
Christian Pino, “We got a lot of points off assists.”
    “It just depends on the night, the guys on our team are going to hit the 
open shot,” added Pino.
   It was a good sign for the Maples to see that when Pack is held 
somewhat in check, other players are stepping up offensively. The 
referees were hard on Pack, swallowing their whistles on some plays 
that appeared to have clear contact.
    It was an exciting game for all four quarters, with the Cougars cutting 
the Maples’ lead to only six with about four minutes to play. Seaholm 
was able to keep up their play on the offensive end, not letting the 
Cougars get any closer. 

Seaholm 95, Troy 71  
    The Maples got off to a hot start outscoring Troy 30-8 in the first 
quarter. By halftime the Maples were up 35 points and were able to 
coast to a 95-71 win, January 5th

“Great defense is what got us started,” said senior forward Jack 
Quigley, “It helped that Richaud was hitting every shot.”
  Certainly the story of the night was senior guard Richaud Pack’s 56 
points. Pack had an unbelievable night shooting the ball, making 8 out 
of 11 three-pointers, and 80% of his free throws.
   “I’m just happy that we’re 5-0,” said a modest Pack.
    “I’ve been playing with Richaud for four years now, so it didn’t 
surprise me that he was able to do this,” said Quigley. “I knew he 
would get there eventually.” 
    Shawn Conway also had a big night with 27 points as Troy was 
seemingly unable to find an answer for the Maples’ athleticism. 
Seaholm continually cut off passing lanes, stealing the ball, and 
ultimately resulting in easy fast break points at the other end. 
  “I think we rebounded pretty well,” said Quigley, “They had some 
big kids, but we were able to keep them off the boards and get the ball 
into Richaud’s hands.”
    “If we continue to play how we did against Troy I think we will be 
successful,” said Pack.

Seaholm 63, Troy Athens 51
   
  It was a closer game than expected when the Maples visited Troy 
Athens, but ultimately Seaholm was able to come away with a 63-51 
win. 
   The Maples looked a little out of sync for much of the first half, but 
were able to pick it up to end the half up 12. A huge alley-oop from  
Richaud Pack to Shawn Conway was able to get some momentum 
going for Seaholm. This momentum put away Athens to get their sixth 
win.
   “We started off a little sluggish, but we brought it together and ended 
up with a win,” said junior forward Brad White.
   After averaging over 37 points a game in his first five games, senior 
guard Richaud Pack was held in check to 21 points. Athens ran a box-
and-one defense to try to contain the talented Pack, but the rest of the 
team stepped up on offense.

By Alec Nathan

While his cousin, Pack, has garnered headlines, Shawn 
Conway has put together an All Conference season -- in-
cluding a 27 point, 19 rebound, six steal and four block 
game against Troy.  Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

S

Junior forward Shawn Conway has 
averaged 17.3 points per game.
Photo by Lindsay Boeckl

Pack Breaks Single 
Game Scoring Record

Photo by Sidney Krandall

Maples Trounce 
Groves 73-32
   The Seaholm Maples basketball team dominated from start to finish 
blowing out arch rival Birmingham Groves 71-32 Tuesday, at Groves. 
   Senior guard Richaud Pack (24 points) and junior forward Shawn 
Conway (15 points) combined to outscore the Falcons, in limited court 
time. 
  Senior guard Jake Bowman was the spark off the bench scoring a 
career high 12 points. Sophomore Christian Pino had eight points and 
seven assists, and senior forward Jack Quigley had six points and six 
rebounds.
   As a team, Seaholm  (10-0) drained a total of 12 three pointers -- the 
second highest total in Seaholm basketball history. 
     The Maples’ scorching outside shooting led to a  23-12 Maples’ lead.    
     They never looked back.
   In the second quarter, Seaholm dominated the glass with second 
chance opportunities on almost every possession. An electrifying dunk 
by Conway got the crowd into the game, and the stifling defense of the 
Maples held Groves to three points. Seaholm led 46-15 at half.
  In the second half, the hot outside shooting continued. There was 
a running clock initiated in the third quarter for the benefit of the 
outmatched Falcons. Seaholm led at the end of three 61-25.
  The fourth quarter was all about getting the role players involved, 
which is where Bowman shined with his 12 points. 
   The Maples next game is Friday against Rochester.

By Nick Naski


	Seaholm Highlander FRONT PAGE
	Seaholm Highlander Page 2
	Seaholm Highlander Page 3
	Seaholm Highlander Page 4
	Seaholm Highlander Page 5
	Seaholm Highlander Page 6
	Seaholm Highlander Page 7
	Seaholm Highlander Page 8
	Seaholm Highlander Page 9
	Seaholm Highlander Page 10
	Seaholm Highlander Page 11
	Seaholm Highlander Page 12

