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District unsure how Governor Snyder’s
economic plan will impact school budget 
Natalie Wright
News Editor
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

   Wednesday January 19, 2011, Michigan Governor 
Rick Snyder gave the State of the State address.
   In his speech, Snyder presented a new five-tiered plan 
for the economy. He called it the Michigan Dashboard.
   “[The Michigan Dashboard] is composed of 21 dif-
ferent measures in five key areas,” Snyder said in the 
address. “The measurable areas are economic growth, 
health and education, value for government, quality of 
life and public safety.”
   Snyder is optimistic that this plan will turn the Michi-
gan economy around.
   “We’ll continue this process of realigning our govern-
ment to move from one that’s based on functions to 
one that’s based on results,” Snyder said in the address. 
“Also, we’ll be developing dashboards for state govern-
ment performance in all our state departments. We will 
measure and measure and measure, and that is how we 
will succeed.”
   Snyder’s deputy press secretary Ken Silfven said the 
education aspect of the plan is of top importance.

JSD departure to leave E-Hall empty 
Austin Filbin
Deputy News Editor
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com
   Under the three levels of Seaholm student classrooms 
sits an entire hallway containing a bathroom and nine 
unoccupied classrooms.
   The E-hall of Seaholm, often referred to by students as 
the “Japanese hall”, has been employed by the Japanese 
School of Detroit (JSD) for over thirty years.
    JSD recently signed a ten-year contract with the Novi 
Community School Board and now all their classes will 
be hosted by Novi Meadows Elementary.
   This now leaves an entire wing of Seaholm open for 
use, and according to Seaholm Principal Terry Piper, the 
administration has no plans for the hallway yet.
   “This area could be rented out by company operations 
that could take up the whole space.” Piper said. “Or we 
could even divide it. We just don’t know yet.”
   Piper also reflected on a time when Seaholm used the 
E-hall classrooms for classes of their own, and recog-
nized that as an option.
    “When I first started here we were actually still using 
these classrooms [in the E-hall]” Piper said. “We called 
it the E-wing.”
      JSD was a source of income for Birmingham Public 
Schools district, a revenue loss of $160,000 according 
to Birmingham Public Schools Director of Community 
Relations Marcia Wilkinson.
   “We don’t know yet what we’re going to do [with the 
E-Hall].” Wilkinson said. “We are looking into different 
options and most likely won’t know until the spring.”
   Wilkinson said she is “not at liberty” to discuss the op-

tions being looked at by the district.
   Flex teacher Stacey Olsen has an idea of the options 
being considered by the district.
   “My gut feeling is that the ultimate decision will be to 
make money for the district or to save money for dis-
trict.” Olsen said.
   The district, being stripped of $160,000 through the 
JSD, will undoubtedly look for a new source of revenue, 
Olsen said. 
    “[The district will] be looking to make money no mat-
ter what they do,” Olsen said. 
   Sophomore Hannah Sparks had alternative sugges-

tions for the extra hall.
   “They’re probably going to make this area for teachers, 
or something stupid like that,” Sparks said. “They should 
do something cool and fun though. We don’t have any-
thing like that in the building.” 
   Sophomore Mallory Wilberding disagrees, saying that 
the room should be used for teacher classrooms.
   “We can definitely put classrooms down there,” Wil-
berding said. “Teachers who don’t even have one, like 
Ms. Pinneo.”
  With endless usage options, according to Piper, the dis-
trict can do anything they want with it.

Students caught 
smoking pot in  
abandoned hotel
Emily Gordy
Editor in Chief
Egordy@seaholmhighlander.com

   Sophomore Jim Anderson* and his friends planned to 
spend the night of Thursday, December 9, at the aban-
doned Barclay Inn. Instead, they ended up at the police 
station. 
   Anderson and three other students were caught smok-
ing marijuana on the second floor of the shuttered hotel. 
All four were arrested and charged with trespassing and 
possession of marijuana.
   “Me and my friends, more so myself, are frequent drug 
users,” Anderson said. “That spot is very easy to get into 
and to use drugs.”
   The students, all males aged 16-18, arrived at the hotel 
and got in through a seldom-used side entrance. 
   That night, though, Anderson and his friends were 
not alone. 
   “A car parked in the parking lot called the police say-
ing that they had witness several teenage-looking males 
walking around the second floor of the abandoned 
building,” Anderson said.
   They hurried to hide the narcotics, but the police ar-
rived within 30 minutes. 
   “Before we [knew] it, police had come with the fire de-
partment, brought up a ladder and ransacked the entire 
place,” Anderson said.
   The students were located on two different rooms, 
according to Birmingham Police Deputy Chief Mark 
Clemence. 
   “They were in two separate rooms, two in each room,” 
Clemence said. “The officer searched the building and 
located two boys in one room and two boys in the other.”
   All four students were arrested and charged with tres-
passing and possession of marijuana and were released 
on bond. 
   The abandoned hotel is owned by the TCF National 
Bank in Livonia, Michigan. Calls to the bank were not 
returned by press time. 

School liaison 
officer retires 
after 20 years

Sam Anderson
Staff Writer
Sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Smith, Halcrow and Larson. Photo by Sidney Krandall.
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   After twenty years of service, Birmingham Police De-
partment School Liaison Officer Ron Halcrow has re-
tired. 
   Detective and former partner Al Smith has replaced 
Halcrow.  
   “He doesn’t look a retire-able age but Ron has worked 
to see that Seaholm is safe for the past twenty years” BPS 
Superintendant David. Larson said at the January 18 
School Board meeting. 
   The board recognized him as an“extremely valuable 
resource for teachers and students in the whole Seaholm 
community.” 
   Terry Piper thanked Halcrow specifically for his “prob-
lem solving approach rather than focusing on the puni-
tive” as he joked that Halcrow was much more than the 
stereotypical lookout officer. 
   “You seem him at literally hundreds of football games, 
basketball games and dances,” Larson said. 
   During the board meeting, Halcrow took the time 
to express his gratitude for the relationships that he had 
created while serving 
   “I wouldn’t have stayed this long had I not had such 
a tremendous working relationship from the superin-
tendent’s office all the way down to the custodial staff,” 
Halcrow said. “Over the years [they have] helped me 
provide the services to the students that happen to need 
those services from the police department.” 
   To conclude his speech Halcrow parted with the state-
ment “I’m going to really miss everybody and but my 
partner Al Smith is going to be taking over for me.”
   Efforts to reach both Al Smith were unsuccessful by 
press time. 

   “Governor Snyder made it very clear that schools are a 
priority,” Silfven said.
   The plan was made with the average citizen in mind. 
Snyder hopes that everybody will find the information 
accessible.
   “The dashboard’s designed to give you information at 
a glance,” Snyder said in the address. “You don’t need 
to be an economist or scientist to understand it. It in-
cludes Michigan’s current standing in particular catego-
ries, such as unemployment. You’ll also see whether that 
trend is improving in terms of moving in a positive or 
negative direction. And where feasible it will include 
Michigan’s national rank.”
   Silfven said the dashboard has been a long time com-
ing.
   “Something like this is long overdue,” Silfven said. “It’s 
one thing to set goals. It’s another thing to have a process 
to reach those goals.”
   Since the address, Silfven said Michiganders have given 
encouraging feedback regarding the dashboard.
   “Reception has been very positive,” Silfven said. “[The 
dashboard] is put in laymen terms. The page has graph-
ics and visuals you can look at. People appreciate the 
opportunity to get that handy information at a glance.” 

   The dashboard plan can be found on the Michigan 
government’s website, at www.michigan.gov/midash-
board.
   As for Birmingham Public Schools (BPS), it is still un-
clear how much funding will be allocated to the district. 
Lansing has yet to give Birmingham next year’s budget.
   “We don’t have any information from Lansing yet 
in terms of what the plan is,” BPS president Lori Soi-
fer said. “Governor Snyder in the State of the State said 
he wasn’t going to give details about his education plan 
until sometime early spring. We don’t know what the 
budget is going to be. We don’t have that information 
yet. We’re just guessing because there is a $1.8 billion 
deficit in the state.”
   Soifer is hopeful that Lansing will finish the budget 
before the district’s budget is due in June. Silfven echoed 
this sentiment, saying that timeline is important to the 
governor.
   “[We would like to] complete the state budget process 
by May 31,” Silfven said. “This gives districts enough 
time to plan for next year.”
    Soifer said the Board could use a larger gap in between 

Snyder’s Dashboard

*Name has been changed

The administration is trying to figure out what to do with the newly empty E Hallway.  Photo by Sidney Krandall
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Seaholm’s Hidden Treasures

Taylor Wyllie
Staff Writer
TWyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

   Down a flight of stairs, through the E-Hall-
way and beneath the Media Center, there’s a 
room.
   Its floors are concrete, its ceiling is silver, and 
its smell is musky and old. Dust is sprinkled 
here and there, over year-old trophies, recycled 
play props and taken-apart locker doors.
   It is Seaholm’s storage room, which looks 
exactly as it sounds. It’s used for storing what 
doesn’t have a place in the rest of the school.
   “[There’s] just a lot of stuff that the custodi-
ans can’t find a place for,” Seaholm Principal 
Terry Piper said.
    The Highlander, which was granted access 
to the storage room early last week, found 
some interesting objects among the clutter. 
There are football helmets and band hats, lop-
sided desks and colorful, tin tubes that lost all 
meaning in time. Boxes of sports jerseys from 
teams of Seaholm’s past sit next to stained cof-
fee pots and rusted, metal signs.
   “The props for past musicals would be the 
most interesting,” Piper said.
    Because of its location tucked away in a 
corner beyond the former Japanese School 
Library, it’s often forgotten by administrators 
and other Seaholm staff. Objects sit on and in 
boxes that can date back to the early 2000’s, 
when it was first created.

Clockwise from top:
 
1. Green and purple tubes stretch across other tangled objects.   2. Off-season sports gear is stored on shelves, in piles, and in boxes.   3. Seaholm Princi-
pal Terry Piper gives the Highlander a tour of the basement.   4. Forgotten trophies lay in cardboard boxes scattered around the basement.   5. Various 
boxes and bags containing an assortment of used items populate Seaholm’s basement.                                              
                           Photos by: Sidney Krandall

When a musical is finished, a 
sport season ends, or extra
supplies needs storing, 
Seaholm’s basement is there 
for all of our forgotten riches.
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   Anderson, who said he went to the Barclay 
Inn for about three or four months, estimates 
that the hotel has been frequented by drug 
users for about 8 months to a year. 
   Clemence said that no previous incidents 
at the Barclay Inn had been reported prior to 
the December 9 arrests.  
   “This is the first time we’ve caught people 
in the building,” Clemence said. 
   According to Anderson, about six or seven 
Seaholm students use the hotel. Anderson, 

Hotel cont. from front page
however, will not be returning.
   “I went once to try to reclaim some of the 
hidden narcotics that we ditched before the 
officers stormed the place. Other than that I 
have not gone back,” Anderson said. “[I will] 
not be going there. Not at all.” 
   The case is still pending, and Clemence said 
that all four students have court dates.
   “All will have appearances in court,” Clem-
ence said. “And all will face the charges of 
trespassing and possession of marijuana.

Budget cont. from front page

between the completion of the state budget 
and the Board’s deadline.
   “They say they’re going to have their bud-
get done by May,” Soifer said. “As a board, 
we adopt our budget for next year in June, so 
we’ll probably have to adopt a budget guessing 
what the state is going to give us in terms of 
funding per student for next year. We’ll prob-
ably be conservative in our estimates when we 
do our budget. But we won’t know specifically 
what we’re going to get from the state until the 
state realizes their education budget.”
   Much of the district’s present budget is made 
up of finances the federal government gave the 
state, making next year’s budget even more 
difficult to predict. 
   “Currently, in this year, we’re working with 
one-time funds that the state got from the 
federal government in terms of ARRA dollars 
and edu-job dollars,” Soifer said. “So the state 
itself is working with federal one-time money, 
so we don’t know what the next budget is go-
ing to look like from the state.”
   Updated spending legislature will be in ef-
fect soon.
   “We don’t have spending details yet,” Silfven 
said. “We will have [them] next month.
   New legislature will come around in Febru-
ary. That’s a full month before it is required.”
   Spending on education will be specifically 
discussed in a few months.
   “We will present a special message on educa-
tion to the Legislature in April,” Snyder said 
in the address.
   Snyder plans to create two state budgets in 
the upcoming months. One will be this year’s 
budget. The other will be next year’s.
   “The first is the required one,” Silfven said. 
“The second will allow more long range plan-

ning [for districts]. The past few years have not 
gone smoothly with planning the budget. We 
don’t want that [this year].”
   One of the main facets of Michigan’s gov-
ernment that Snyder plans to change is the 
educational system.
   “We must do more to help students achieve 
academic success,” Snyder said in the address. 
“We’ve been spending money without de-
livering the results to give our young people 
a bright future. It is time that we view our 
educational system which runs from pre-natal 
to lifelong learning. It’s time to start talking 
about B-20 instead of just K-12. We need to 
establish a system that focuses on real achieve-
ment for all of our children. We cannot leave 
children behind without the tools for success 
in their adult lives, but we also need to encour-
age better and faster opportunities for children 
that can go farther and faster in our system.”
   Silfven also sees the importance in stressing 
early education.
   “Early healthcare and learning have a huge 
bearing on lifelong education,” Silfven said. 
“[There will be a new focus on] pre-natal to 
lifelong learning.”
   At this point, Soifer feels that BPS is in an 
agreeable place as far as the budget goes. De-
spite not knowing whether Lansing will cut 
funds to the district, BPS is comfortable with 
their financial position.   
   “Right now, the Board feels that we are in 
a position of relative stability in the economic 
climate,” Soifer said. “I don’t anticipate signifi-
cant reductions right now. Our taxable values 
in Birmingham have held better than our sur-
rounding cities. We’re in pretty good shape. 
The measures the Board has taken have put us 
at a relatively stable point.”
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A Degree That Pays Off!

Explore over 100 undergraduate, master’s, and doctoral
programs in Colleges of Architecture and Design, 
Arts and Sciences, Engineering, and Management.

Lawrence Technological University   
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within a month of graduating. The earning
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of all U.S. universities, and is tops in the

Detroit area. The high-end personal computer
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valued up to $15,000.

The Seaholm Highlander is the official student 
newspaper of Seaholm High School. While 
school-sponsored, content and production 
is student directed and not subject to prior 
review. Our aim is to provide an accurate 
report and a free exchange of viewpoints in 
relation to interests and concerns that affect 
the Seaholm High School community.

Highlander Office: 248.203.3803 Room 
G107, Seaholm High School, Birmingham, MI

Opinion: The Highlander will publish an 
editorial, which will not be bylined and will 
represent the viewpoint of the majority of the 
staff. Students are free to express opinions 
and guest editorials are welcomed. All such 
editorials and other features will be attributed 
to their authors.

Letters to the Editor: The Highlander 
welcomes all opposing viewpoints and 
encourages feedback from the Seaholm 
community. 

We request all letters be sent to: letters@
seaholmhighlander.com, delivered in 
person to room G107 or mailed to the 
following address: 

The Highlander, 
2436 West Lincoln
Birmingham, MI 48009. 

Letters must not exceed 300 words and the 
Highlander maintains the right to edit all 
letters for the sake of brevity. All letters must 
be attributed by name to be considered for 
publication. The final decision of whether the 
material is to be published will be left up to the 

editorial board.

Advertising: Advertising is constitutionally 
protected expression. The Highlander may 
accept advertising. Acceptance or rejection of 
advertising is within purview of the publication 
staff, which may accept any ads except those 
for products or services that are illegal for all 
students. Ads for political candidates and 
ballot issues may be accepted; however the 
community is encouraged to solicit ads from 
all sides.

Corrections: Accuracy is paramount, and 
the Highlander is committed to covering 
all issues objectively, without bias, with an 
acute attention to detail. Factual errors will 
be corrected for reader clarification in the 
following issue. If we have erred, please let us 
know.
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Student reflects on retreat

   It’s easy to agree to do something when it is 
months away. But when the moment arrived 
for me to pack my sleeping bag, flashlight, 
and snow boots, I began to second-guess my 
decision.
   It hit me that I would be giving up a 
weekend, detaching myself from my cell 
phone and losing sleep instead of catching 
up on it.
   But when I stepped foot on that yellow 
school bus with some of my best friends at 
my side, I realized the weekend ahead of me 
may not be all that bad.
   Seaholm’s annual Multicultural 
Communications Retreat at Tamarack 
Camp in Ortonville, Mich. on January 8 

and 9 was an amazing experience. And I’m 
not just saying that because I’m supposed to. 
   The weekend gave students the opportunity 
to rekindle old friendships, learn more about 
their peers, make new friendships, and even 
get to know their teachers. 
   The whole process started with get-to-
know-you games, snow, and frozen toes. We 
were forced out of our comfort zones, which 
at first made me a little uncomfortable, but 
as time went on, I found I really enjoyed it.
   We were then split into four different small 
groups, each consisting of about 12 students 
and two facilitators. We had the opportunity 
to talk about whatever we wanted, from 
relationships to what scares us the most in 
life. 
   There was a confidentiality pact, so I 
cannot describe the specifics. 
   But that’s not really important anyway. 
   All that needs to be said is that we figured 
some things out. We learned we all have 
much more in common than we think 

   Sure, we have different interests, friends, 
and grades. But in the end, our worries, joys, 
and excitements are all the same. 
   We spent our free time drinking hot 
chocolate, playing tackle football and 
sardines, building snow forts, and reflecting 
on what was said in small groups.
   It was nice to have the time to get to know 
people outside of the small groups. My 
friendships with people grew stronger and I 
met some incredible friends. 
   From eating peanut butter and jelly all 
weekend to learning even more about my 
best friend, these two days of my life were 
some of the best yet.
   “[The retreat] was a life changing 
experience,” junior Jake Badalamenti said. 
“It gave me a whole new outlook on life.”
   “The retreat was the most amazing 
experience I’ve had at Seaholm,” senior Sam 
Arnold said. “I got to know people I barely 
knew, and talked to them about real life 
problems and solutions.”
   Like me, sophomore Nancy Benda was a 
little apprehensive at first. 
   “The experience wasn’t at all what I 
expected, but it was incredibly worthwhile,” 
Benda said. “I learned so much about people 
I never would have known otherwise, and in 
the process I learned a lot about myself.”
   I also learned a lot about myself at this 
retreat. I became more open to other people’s 
problems, and listened to their solutions. I 
learned that working as a team to solve a 
problem is a lot better than working alone. I 
took advice, and even used it at some points 
in my life, something that is usually hard for 
me to do.
   So, if you get the opportunity to go on this 
trip, go. Don’t worry about losing sleep, or 
leaving your friends for a weekend. It’s even 
nice to be away from the constant buzz of 
your phone.

Sunday senior bowling is a perfect score

Have fun at Sadies above the influence
   Everyone knows that guy.
   He shows up to the Sadie Hawkins dance 
assuming that he is completely under 
Assistant Principal Deb Boyer’s radar, when 
in reality he is loud, annoying and usually 
drunk.
   Showing up to any dance or school 
function under the influence is beyond 
stupid. It’s an extremely dangerous waste of 
a perfectly good night.
   Sadie’s should be about dancing with 
your date, and if you go alone it’s a perfect 
chance to hang out with friends and maybe 
even meet some new people.

   Some students may feel that their 
decisions will impact only them when they 
are under the influence, but they frequently 
forget about the most important part of the 
night: the date.
   Think about it this way: a girl, friend or 
not, has actually asked you to be her date 
to one of the few dances of the year. This 
means that she has taken a major leap out 
of her comfort zone and has actually run 
the risk of being rejected and humiliated.
   If you show up to the Sadie’s under the 
influence of either drugs or alcohol the best 
thing that could happen is having a night 
where you are that guy : acting ridiculous 
and causing trouble for you and your 

    Going into the tenth frame senior Jay Ger-
sonde knew what he had to do.
   Staring down the lane 60 feet away were 
two pins, feet apart, which seemed nearly 
impossible to bring down.
   Gersonde, a streaky bowler at best, went 
up to the line, silent, and rolled his ball. It 
skimmed the right pin, which propelled it 
slowly to the left side of the lane, knocking 
over the left pin. A spare.
   He immediately started running around 
the alley while the rest of us stood in disbe-
lief. He was five pins away from a victory.
   He stepped up to the line once again with 
all the confidence in the world and rolled a 
steady shot…directly toward the right cor-
ner pins.   
   All that drama, and we still lost.
   This fantastic finish is just one of the rea-

sons why I’m a senior addicted to bowling.
   And I’m not the only one.
   “I love bowling,” senior Charlie Santa said. 
“We go there joke around with each other, 
but don’t get me wrong, when were at the 
alley it’s game time.”
   Now out of the seven days of the week, and 
all the activities, some might wonder why we 
chose to bowl on a Sunday at nine at night.
   “Sundays suck,” senior Adam Banchiu said. 
“We wanted somewhere we could go and 
hangout to make the weekend last, we didn’t 
think we’d get this into it.”
   Whether we like to admit or not, bowling 
— yes, an old man sport — has influenced 
how we live our lives.
   “I actually try to get my homework done 
before bowling, because it’s such a relief to 
have it done knowing I’m about to bowl,” 
senior Charlie Santa said. “But I would never 
bring it to the alley. That’s not allowed.”
   Even though we’re getting pretty serious, 
I don’t think anyone has made the jump to 

being a full time bowler.
   “I’m not going to buy a ball or anything,” 
Santa said. “It’s not because of the money or 
anything, it’s because I won’t have anything 
to blame my [bad] play on.”
   We go at 9 p.m. because of dollar bowling. 
The shoes cost four bucks, but we don’t want 
to buy bowling shoes, because that would be 
too big of a commitment, so we’ve tried to 
steal the shoes.
   “I took the shoes last time I went,” senior 
Blake Keaton said. “When I got there they 
could tell they were from their alley and still 
charged me, I’m still trying to get around 
that four dollar charge.”
   Officially, nobody in our group has made 
the jump to purchasing a ball, shoes or — 
yep, I said it — a wrist guard. There’s no 
need. At least that’s what they’ll tell you and 
whether we don’t want to get to committed 
to bowling or not, we love it. I have a confes-
sion: I’ve started to watch bowling on televi-
sion, and I’m not the only one who does. 

friends.
    Worst case scenario for a wasted student 
is being caught by Boyer, which results in 
suspension and, due to police occupancy, 
an MIP to remember the night by.
   Why take the risk of an MIP stamped 
on your permanent record, that could 
potentially affect college opportunities, just 
to get a buzz for a night?
   Besides, Sadie’s serves as an opportunity 
to actually have fun, take a break from 
your every day schedule, and ultimately cut 
loose from school.
  So, this Sadie Hawkins dance put down 
the booze and pick up a date. And for 
everyone’s sake, don’t be that guy.

Highlander EditorialCarolynn Gragg
Staff Writer
CGragg@seaholmhighlander.com

Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
JButler@seaholmhighlander.com
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Seaholm students find themselves in difficult situations every day, 
but not everyone gets the assistance they need. The Highlander 

investigates how to get help when it seems too far away to reach.

    “I would wake up the next morning with 
more regret and guilt, thinking of everything 
I had done the night before and believing I 
was a horrible person,” Savage said. “I had to 
continue doing bad things because that’s who I 
was, that was my solution.” 
   From eighth to tenth grade, Savage ran away 
from home for days on end, skipped school, 
hung out with the wrong crowds and had un-
healthy relationships with her friends and fam-
ily.
 “I refused to accept the fact that I caused my 
situation for myself and continued blaming ev-
eryone else,” Savage said.
   Robin Walsh, an 
adolescent thera-
pist at Maplegrove 
Center, a substance 
abuse and addic-
tion center, said 
that Savage’s reac-
tion was not un-
common. 
   “If you look at the 
levels of readiness 
to change most of 
the people — and 
this is adolescents and adults, it’s across the 
board — feel ‘I don’t have a problem’ and ‘I 
don’t want to change’ or ‘I might have a prob-
lem I’ll think about it,’” Walsh, who 
holds Certified Advanced Addiction 
Counsel credentials and received her 
Masters Degree from the University 
of Detroit Mercy, said.
   Savage received help — more on 
that later in the story — and she, 
along with other Seaholm students, 
shared her story in hopes of helping 
readers everywhere. These students 
hope that people can learn from their 
situations and get help without wor-
rying about the outcome of reaching 
out to adults or other students. 
   Some students chose to interview 
anonymously, while others, with the 
permission of their parents, agreed to 
include their names for publication.
   Ava* was only 16 when she was 
raped by someone she considered a 
lifetime friend. 
   “He kept going even though I was 
crying and asking him to stop,” Ava 
said.
   The day after it happened, Ava had 
difficulty going to her parents, so she 
relied on a good friend to sit with her 
and help her explain. 
   The aftermath of her rape left her 
with traumatic memories that come 
back in flashbacks she describes as so 
vivid they seem real.
“[I feel like] one of those people from 
the Vietnam War who think they’re 

actually back there because they’re that vivid,” 
Ava said. 
   One of the most important things Ava em-
phasized is getting help as soon as possible. The 
thing she found to help her the most was tell-
ing her story. 
   “Opening up and sharing is kind of therapeu-
tic for me,” Ava said. 
   “Even if you’re afraid to tell anybody, you 
should definitely at least tell your best friend, 
or your parents,” Ava said. “Because if you tell 
your best friend you know they could at least 
be with you when you talk to your parents. It 
makes it a lot easier. Just explain to them how 

hard it is on you.”
   While some stu-
dents’ problems are 
the result of one 
specific event, oth-
ers built up over a 
long period of time.
   “There were many 
[problems],” Kylie* 
said. “And while it 
was usually just a 
different manifesta-
tion of the same is-

sue, all of it was self-destructive.”
   Kylie* found help with Seaholm staff mem-
bers even at times when she found herself so 

depressed she didn’t care what happened to her.
   “[Seaholm staff members] were a great help 
to me, and although I hate asking for it (and in 
consequence, admitting that it was necessary), 
they were an important factor,” Kylie said. 
“They aren’t the largest, but it certainly helped, 
especially when I got suspended.”
   Seaholm AP Psychology teacher Rochelle 
Rogers has had students approach her with is-
sues.
   When she notices students are acting oddly, 
she tries to see them before or after class to 
make sure they’re okay by talking to them in 
the hallway. 
   Teachers can help recognize a problem, but  
there are limits to their ability to intervene. 
   “I really try to make sure there’s always a 
boundary and try 
to refer those kids  
[to counselors] and  
to [Seaholm Crisis 
counselor Sherree]  
Wilson,”Rogers said.
   In certain instances 
teachers find it nec-
essary to contact par-
ents, however Rogers 
said before she will 
call a parent she will 
talk to a counselor, assistant principal, or other 
teachers.
    “We are so fortunate to have the teachers 
that we do and from experience they are here 
to help and listen,” Savage said. “Walk into 
your counselor offices, go to a teacher you’re 
comfortable with, talk to your parents if you 
can. Go talk to Eleanor who will always offer 
a sucker and a hug, and Mrs. Boyer, who has 
only good intentions for every student, even if 
that means tough love at times.”
   During her sophomore year, Savage’s parents 
finally decided they needed outside help. 
   Savage woke up one morning to find her 

cell phone, computer and 
house phone gone. Her 
family told her she had an 
hour to pack her things. 
   Savage was then sent 
to the Montcalm School 
for Girls, located in Van 
Wert, Ohio.
   “My parents took it into 
their hands and refused to 
give up on me sending me 
away so I could get sober 
and be my happy self I 
had lost for so long,” Sav-
age said.
   Some students find it 
necessary to go for outside 
help.
   The Highlander anony-
mously surveyed 200 stu-
dents at Seaholm about 
their experience with 
counseling and needing 
help. 
   Though 51 percent of 
Seaholm students believe 
they have gone through 
something they consider 
traumatic, only 28 percent 
have gone to see a thera-
pist, and just 11 percent 
have seen the Seaholm cri-
sis counselor. 
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Though 51 percent of 
Seaholm students believe 
they have gone through 
something they consider 

traumatic, only 28 percent 
have seen a therapist.

   Students have not only gone to inpatient cen-
ters but also to therapists. 
   Dr. Alicia Acey is a Ph.D. Licensed Psycholo-
gist who works out of Franklin and also has her 
own TV talk show In the Groove with Dr. Acey. 
   “Psychologists are trained to address and look 
for different symptoms and issues and have dif-
ferent methods of helping people address these 
issues,” Acey said. “And it’s not the same as just 
having a friend.”
   When looking for symptoms of needing help 
Acey says to look for changes in behavior, things 
that seem very out of place, drastic change in 
grades, demeanor, hanging out with different 
people all of a sudden, and big changes.
   If these symptoms go unnoticed, students 
are more prone to keep doing things that are 

more and more dys-
functional until it’s 
obvious.
   “If someone is ask-
ing [if they need to 
see a therapist] in 
the first place, the 
answer is yes,” Acey 
said.
   Junior Meghan 
Rowland didn’t need 
outside help for her 

problems.
   Five months into junior Rowland’s freshman 
year, she had an incident with a small group 
of people that changed her high school career.
   Struggling to go to school and face certain stu-
dents, Rowland felt alone and was convinced 
the next three years of high school would be 
horrible for her. 
   Now, two years later, Rowland can look back 
at her situation and recognize that everyone 
makes mistakes, even though hers was more 
public than others.
   “To the person going through the pain and 
embarrassment, everything appears to be about 
you, but truly, people on the outside looking 
in forget about things much quicker than you 
will,” Rowland said. 
   Other suggestions on how to cope positively 
and find an outlet for stress include playing 
sports and staying active, writing and reading, 
or finding another hobby.
   “If anybody can go see a dermatologist and 
look at your skin that doesn’t have chronic acne 
and there is something on everyone’s skin that 
a dermatologist could help with,” Acey said. 
“Why should it be different with our brains?”
   These Seaholm students are here today be-
cause they found the type of help that they 
needed, whether it was through therapy and 
counseling, or just talking to friends and fam-
ily. 
   “Be sure you keep searching till you find the 
right one for you,” Savage said. 
   There are many different methods of coping 
and dealing with problems.
   There are crisis hotlines available where peo-
ple stand by to anonymously help with issues 
of suicide, victimization, relationship prob-
lems, substance abuse, domestic violence, fi-
nancial problems, and mental illness. 
   These hotlines give suggestions of places 
adolescents to adults can go for therapy and 
counseling, as long with addiction treatment 
centers.
   “When you think it’s a problem, tell some-
one,” Kylie said. 

“My parents took it in 
their hands...so I could get 

sober and be my happy 
self I had lost for so long,”

Senior Quinn Savage

fter a hard day of school senior Quinn Savage would 
come home and drown her problems in drinking and 
pills.
   Quinn thought these substances would be a solution 
to her problems, but they quickly became the prob-

lem itself. 
   Every day she found herself in a vicious cycle of self hatred 
that brought her back to substance abuse. 
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   If Ben Schumaker is walking into a 
orphanage in a third world country, there’s 
a good chance that he is carrying at least one 
portrait drawn by a Seaholm student.   
   Schumaker is the founder of the non-profit 
organization, The Memory Project.
   Last year Seaholm students completed over 
100 portraits from two different locations.
   “Ms. Chapman and her students set a 
nationwide record last school year when they 
created 115 total portraits,” Schumaker said 
in an e-mail to the Highlander. “More than 
any other school has created in a single year.”
   Not only have Seaholm students completed 
more portraits in one year than any other 
school, they also have the highest number of 
portraits completed overall. 
      “Seaholm has now created a total of nearly 
200 portraits since first becoming involved,” 
Schumaker said. “That too is a higher total 
than any other school in the country.”
   Schumaker goes around the world and 
takes photographs of children in orphanages 
in third world countries. Schools then sign 
up to create the portraits and send them 
back to Schumaker. He then presents the 
portraits to the orphans. 
   Chapman has been involved for over 
five years. She began participating in the 
program when she taught at Groves High 
School and brought it to Seaholm when she 
began teaching here.  
   “We got involved when I saw an article 
on it in the Art National Honor Society 
newsletter,” Chapman said. “Right away I 
checked out the website and after seeing the 
video and choking back tears I present[ed] it 
to my class. I showed the video and everyone 
was holding back tears. You have to be totally 
inhuman to say no to these faces when you 
see them.” 
   Student reactions have been positive 
since Chapman introduced the project at 

Seaholm students set charity record
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Seaholm.
   “I’ve been involved in the project since 
freshman year, when she introduced it to 
my art foundations class,” sophomore Emily 
Held said. “I really liked the idea that we 
were going to be drawing all these cute little 
kids, and I was excited to get a lot of extra 
practice on my portrait drawing.”
   Even though the portraits are considered 
an assignment for a grade, many students 
complete more than one or continue 
drawing them even after they finish the class.
“I did three portraits last year and three 
this year,” Held said. “I didn’t have Mrs. 
Chapman as an art teacher this year so I had 
to go to her to get the pictures of the orphans 
to draw, and they weren’t even for a grade.”
   Schumaker graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison. He then decided 
to travel to Guatemala in 2003. This trip 
inspired Schumaker to start The Memory 
Project.
   “A man there pointed out that the kids 
didn’t have many personal keepsakes to 
contribute to their sense of self identity,” 

Schumaker said. “I 
had always enjoyed 
doing portraits in 
high school, so I 
thought it could be 
pretty powerful to get 
art students involved 
in making portraits 
for the kids.” 
   According to 
TheMemoryProject.
org, the organization 
is “a unique initiative 
in which art students 
create portraits for 
children and teens 
around the world 
who have been 
orphaned, neglected, 
or disadvantaged.” 
   Every trimester 
Chapman receives a 

new packet of photographs from Schumaker 
from the most recent orphanage that he has 
visited. 
  “Last year we created portraits from Peru and 
Haiti,” Chapman said. “This group is from 
Thailand. We’ve done kids from Ethiopia, 
Peru, Haiti, [and] two large batches from 
Mexico. We have outperformed any other 
school in the nation with our involvement 
in the project.”
   Chapman offers this project to her art 
foundation classes. All students have the 
choice to draw a self-portrait or a portrait for 
The Memory Project. 
   “Usually we do a self portrait in there [art 
foundation], but not everybody finishes 
it,” Chapman said. “I get about 90 percent 
involvement.”
   In addition to helping a child in need, 
students are also able to learn valuable 
lessons in art.  
   “They learn so much from this,” Chapman 
said. “All those art concepts that we need 
them to learn, but they’re also getting this 
connection with the person that they’re 
drawing.”
   In order to participate in this project, 
students are required to pay fifteen dollars. 
The money helps to pay for the travel costs 
and to help the orphanages. 
   “A lot of kids bring more than the [required] 
fifteen dollars, which helps cover for the kids 
who couldn’t afford to get involved in the 
project or we add that on to money that’s 
going to go off to [the orphanage] and to 
help the project,” Chapman said. 
    While the students are creating a keepsake 
for the children, they are also helping to 
improve their lives by raising money and 
awareness.  
   “I know this doesn’t seem like a big thing 
but it’s something that the [kids] have that 
they can cherish, that gives them hope that 
somebody cares about them,” Chapman 
said. “Hopefully through this we can raise 
some extra money so they can get food and 
medication and books and many [other] 

things that we take for granted.”
   The fact that the pictures aren’t simply 
being turned in for a grade provides more 
motivation for students. 
   “I think the best part about this project is 
that it pushes me to do my best work because 
it’s not just for my teacher’s approval,” Held 
said. “I want to do my best for that little kid 
who will be receiving it.”
    Though the majority of Chapman’s art 
foundations students participate in The 
Memory Project, there are several students 
who go above and beyond Chapman’s 
expectations. 
   “Of course there’s the kids like Emily 
[Held] and Merin Hodge who come down 
and help out [all the time],” Chapman said.
   Hodge is one of the many students who 
has been involved since her freshman year.  
   Hodge and Held will be heading the 
committee of National Art Honors Society 
beginning next year.
   “It feels great,” Held said. “I’m glad I can be 
a help where ever people need me”
   Volunteers put a great amount of time 
into the projects, both drawing and editing 
pictures. 
   “Some volunteers feel very connected to 
the project and have volunteered to help 
doctor up pictures that may not make the 
child feel good about themselves,” Chapman 
said.
   Senior Sean Healey recently became 
involved in The Memory Project. 
   “It’s fun to do because you’re helping 
someone,” Healey said. “It’s [also] good to 
get practice for college and a good way to get 
your name out.”
   Healey plans to study art in college and has 
helped to complete four portraits this year.
   “Some needed to be redone, so I’m 
finishing the small details,” he said. 
   Chapman says that the students’ dedication 
to the project is inspiring. 
   “It’s really heartwarming to see the way 
they take this one project very seriously,” 
Chapman said. “This is one project that they 
tell me they will always remember. Even if 
they’re never going to pick up another pencil 
or draw again, the fact that this is something 
that they’ll remember for the rest of their 
years means a lot to me.”

Don’t freak 
out, you’re 
still a Taurus
Jamie Hinz
Online Editor
Jhinz@seaholmhighlander.com

   Facebook statuses and chat in the hallways 
on Friday, January 14 were filled with talk of 
a new zodiac sign, called Ophiuchus.
   In reality, astronomers have known about 
the sign since 1300 B.C.
   The “change” is not really a change at 
all, only a debate between astrologers and 
astronomers.
   The internet chaos about the new zodiac 
sign arose from an interview the Star Tribune 
of Minneapolis had with astronomer Parke 
Kunkle.
   Kunkle claimed that the gravitational pull 
on Earth caused by the moon has caused the 
Earth to quiver around its axis (a process 
called precession).
   This wobbling creates an extra stage in the 
stars’ alignment, a 19 day period the sun 
must travel through before Sagittarius. 
   “This is not something that happened 
today,” Kunkle said in the Star Tribune 
article. “This has gone on for thousands of 
years.”
   According to NBC.com, Kunkle was 
flooded with thousands of e-mails, calls, and 
website hits.
   The general population was never aware of 
the difference before recently. 
   Kids at Seaholm noticed the change too.
   Senior Mike Costello was surfing the web 
when he noticed that his birthday no longer 
fell under Aquarius.
   “I was taken aback and had to inform the 
masses on Facebook,” Costello said. “I was 
more in awe than anything.”
   Most students are familiar with Western 
zodiac, created by astrologers, which is based 
on 12 signs for the 12 seasons, or months, 
of the year.
   In contrast, the Eastern Zodiac (created by 
astronomers) is based off of constellations.
   Daily horoscopes are based off Western 
Zodiac, so they won’t ever change. 
   www.dailyhoroscope.com and other similar 
websites haven’t changed their approach to 
giving readers information.
   Another false rumor is that your zodiac 
only changes if you are born after 2012.
   The shift in star alignment didn’t happen 
overnight. It’s been known among the 
astronomy and astrology field for over three 
thousand years.
   In fact, they even talk about the shift in 
most astronomy classes.
   Upon hearing the news, students seemed 
more attached than ever to their zodiac sign.
   Senior Laura Stanley has always identified 
herself as a Gemini, so when she heard news 
of a change via Twitter, she had to investigate.
   “I have always identified myself as a 
Gemini,” Stanley said. “Every description 
I have read about the traits of Gemini 
has seemed to match my personality.”
   Unless students decide to follow the Eastern 
Hemisphere zodiac created by scientists, 
their horoscopes won’t change.
   Students can still look at their regular 
zodiac sign to find out who’s crushing on 
them, when they will win the lottery, or what 
outfit they should wear tomorrow. 

The Memory Project founder, Ben Schumaker, holds a 
Seaholm portrait in front of the Peruvian orphanage fence.
This represents a child that has been adopted.    
              Photo courtesy of Ben Schumaker

   On January 13, 2010 students gathered in 
the auditorium during second hour for the 
annual Martin Luther King event that has 
become a notable tradition at Seaholm High 
School.
   “In the auditorium the reaction was 
great,” social studies teacher Scott Craig 
said. “Everyone was 
very attentive and even 
applauding. That’s 
something you don’t see 
at every assembly.”   
 The hour-long activity 
combined a range of 
talents including poetry 
readings, a performance 
by Seaholm’s pop 
ensemble, student-
made videos, and 
speeches all concerning 
the themes of this year’s MLK day: “what it 
means to be different” and “words do hurt”.
   The only adult facilitation needed for 
this year’s assembly were Craig and Groves 
teacher Paul Van Ermen.
   Craig said that it was “very student 
constructed and oriented.”
   “I thought the students who put the 
performance together did a really good job, 
in the end it really came out well,” Craig 
said. “A lot of it was done by Diversity Club 
kids and GSA [Gay-Straight Alliance] kids 
and then they recruited a few other kids.” 
   Craig knew that it would be difficult to 
follow the performance from last year’s 
MLK day, especially it being solely student-
operated.
   “They’re not professionals,” Craig said. “We 
didn’t hire anyone to come in and perform 

like last year. And for students to put on that 
quality of a show for their fellow students, I 
thought it was pretty good.”
   Sophomore Alex Gordon performed a 
poem incorporating the theme of MLK day
   “[My performance] went pretty well,” said 
Gordon “I got a lot of compliments on it.”
   It was Gordon’s first poetry reading, and he 
admitted that he was nervous.
   “I thought I was reading [my poetry] a little 
too fast,” he said. “Other than that I thought 

it was fine.”
   Other performances 
included the video 
that was directed by 
sophomore Iris Johnson, 
which dealt with 
capturing the student 
voice at Seaholm.
   Sophomore Micah 
Dabbs called MLK day a 
“success”, and considered 
the video to be “a major 
highlight.”

   “It was a good video,” Dabbs said. “I think 
she did a good job getting the point across.”
    According to multiple students, including 
junior Nick Resnick, this year’s performance 
was just as good and “maybe even better 
[than last year’s.]”
   “It was really good,” Resnick said. “[It was] 
definitely as good as last year. [It was] very 
meaningful.” 
   Principal Terry Piper was thoroughly 
impressed by the organizer’s hard work.
   “I thought it was an outstanding program,” 
Terry Piper said. “I would really like to 
give credit to Mr. Scott Craig and Mr. 
Van Ermen and all the students that in 
such a short period of time put this entire 
program together. I thought it was really 
student driven, student-directed and student 
planned. It was just outstanding.”

Austin Filbin
Deputy News Editor
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

   Physics teacher Doug Baltz wants to make 
one thing clear: physics is fun.
   “If I’m not having fun,” Baltz said. “I’m 
going home.”
   It’s a tall order to make what many con-
sider the hardest science class at Seaholm 
entertaining, but if anyone can pull it off, 
students say it’s Baltz.
   “Mr. Baltz is never boring,” junior Paige 
Neuenfeldt said. “He expects a lot of you so 
you have to work, but it’s a really fun atmo-
sphere.”
   There is never a dull moment in Baltz’s 
class. He routinely acts out complicated sto-
ry problems, shows episodes of Myth Busters 
and has students participate in demonstra-
tions. His room, which he called “Physics 
World,” is filled with scientific contraptions, 
including a giant version of Newton’s Cra-
dle. The Cradle, which is designed to show 
the conservation of momentum and energy, 
consists of four bowling balls suspended on 
wires. 
   “He definitely has a different style of teach-
ing than most teachers,” junior Lauren Mat-
thews said.  “He brings his personality into 
his teaching and he makes it a lot more fun.”
   Jokes aside, Baltz constantly emphasizes the 
importance of physics. Instead of just sim-
ply helping his students get a good grade, he 
strives to help them appreciate the subject. 
   “I think physics engages a students’ curios-
ity in how the world works,” Baltz said. “It’s 
an integral piece to the puzzle.” 
   Baltz’s classes are always hands-on and 
engaging. He often uses demonstrations to 
explain concepts. To demonstrate the sound 
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A toddler in Peru stands with the portrait Seaholm sophomore Claire Meads created for 
her.                       Photo courtesy of Ben Schumaker
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A boy poses with the portrait that an un-
named Seaholm student created for him.
     Photo courtesy of Ben Schumaker

Seaholm’s singing group, SEA, sings at the 
assembly.            Photo courtesy of Emma Zaleski

and light units, for 
example, he uses 
flames to show 
sound waves emit-
ted from music. 
   “The sound and 
light demos, at 
least in the second 
trimester, [are] the 
best demonstra-
tions of seeing 
sound,” Baltz said. 
“They get to see 
sound. Not only 
do they hear it, but 
they get to see it. 
That’s unique.”
   Labs, too, are 
particularly fun, ac-
cording to Neuen-
feldt.
   “We get to shoot 
things,” Neuenfeldt 
said. “We got to 
shoot ping pong 
balls at the wall. It 
was fun.”
   Things don’t al-
ways go smoothly, 
though. Last year 
during an inertia 
demonstration, Baltz was hit in the face with 
a rod. 
   “The student-run demos can go wrong,” 
Baltz said. “[A student] swiped a rod and 
he didn’t grab on to it and it hit me right 
in the face. There almost was one ex-physics 
instructor. I wore the helmet the next day.”
   Baltz’s passion for physics continues outside 
of the classroom, too. He runs his own phys-
ics consulting company called Inertia One, 

Baltz demonstrates a key concept of physics to his class by using 
Newton’s cradle.            Photo courtesy of the 2010 Piper yearbook

where he and a number of other educators 
and engineers—including Seaholm Robotics 
teacher Bernie Simms—make educational 
products and provide consulting.
   The Cranbrook Institute of Science hired 
Baltz as a physics consultant. There, Baltz 
said, he helps with summer programs and 
lesson plans, namely those pertaining to 

The Memory
Project allows art
students to give 
back to children 
who need support

Seaholm’s own science guy



knows I try. I don’t think he wants any of his 
students to do bad, so he really tries to help 
them out.”
   It’s this commitment that sets Baltz apart, 
said Principal Terry Piper. 
   “I always say that the best teachers are able 
to really challenge their students to the fullest 
and that also connect with them at the same 
time,” Piper said. “[Baltz] fits that role.”
   Though Baltz majored in physics in col-
lege, he didn’t always plan on becoming a 
teacher. It wasn’t until he was asked to be a 
teacher’s assistant at Michigan State Univer-
sity that things clicked. 
   “They asked me to help out with phys-
ics courses in the physics department there,” 
Baltz said. “The reward of the investment 
was much greater than what I thought it was 
going to be. I was actually kind of shocked 
by it.”
   Baltz has been working at Seaholm since 
1994. He was the science department chair 
one year, and the other 16 years he’s been 
teaching physics. 
   “I was here during the great remodeling 
of the entire science wing,” Baltz said. “That 
was very interesting. I saw this whole thing 
when it was a warehouse. There wasn’t a 
wall standing in this entire wing. It was very 
neat.”
   This year marks the first year that there is 
more than one Baltz in the building—Baltz’s 
son Gibson is now a freshman at Seaholm.
   “He’s a product of Seaholm already, before 
he even graduates,” Baltz said. “He comes 
to school with me and he leaves school with 
me. He’s probably the first kid in this build-
ing every day.”
   To take his mind of off physics, Baltz oc-
casionally plays golf with Piper and math 
teacher Keith Hart. Baltz usually wins, but 
Piper said there’s still room for improvement. 
   “He’s not as good a golfer as he wishes he 
was,” Piper said.
   According to Baltz, there’s a reason for 
that.  
   “That’s because he’s my caddy,” Baltz said. 
“I blame my golf game on my caddy.”

Maddy Weinert contributed to this report
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   Even though he was auditioning for a 
crowd of one, he had the stage presence of a 
performer used to thousands of fans.
    By the third beat, senior Henry Whitenack 
began to belt out his unique and energetic 
take on the Beastie Boys’ “Check it Out”: 
   “Awwwwwwww never counted out, never 
put in! Try to come out – where to begin?”
    A little more than five perfectly rapped and 
“air-DJ’d” minutes later, Whitenack – and 
his six feet and five inches of suburbia – had 
integrated his own lyrics into the song.
    It was an ingenious combination of lyrical 
schemes and clean-cut performance that 
Whitenack himself called “natural”. 
   And how did Whitenack grade his 
performance?
   “I’m the world’s greatest rapper,” Whitenack 
joked.
    Whitenack -- whose audition took place 
on the last of the four audition days in the 
Little Theater – is one of more than 30 
Seaholm students looking to impress judges 
with their own original acts for February 9th’s 
Seaholm’s Got Talent talent show.

   Whitenack 
made the 
cut, but even 
though his 
audition was 
a success, he 
has chosen 
a smoother 
song for the 
talent show 
and now is 
rapping to the 
beat of “Good 
Ol’ Fashion 
Nightmare” by 
Matt and Kim.
   If Whitenack 
connects with 
the audience, 
he could win 
a cash prize for 
placing first.   
   Last year’s 
first place 
talent show 
winner was the 
band Cobalt, 
which included 
sophomores 
John Genautis, 
Eli Wiener, 
and Austin 
Filbin.    
   Organizers 

are intentionally keeping the show specifics 
a secret, but the Highlander has learned 
the following students are scheduled to 
perform: Jon Genautis, Noah Gaber, Mark 
Redmond,  Ryan Stratton,  and Eli 
Wines, Dylan Kanaan, Cody Weinberger 
and  Nate Beier, Henry Whitenack,   Eric 
Armstrong, Alex Walker and Maddie Jerge, 
Olivia Bryant, Paige Russell and Nikki 
Steltencamp, Amy Lafay, Eric Smith, Leah 
Lavigne, Madison Ford, Kathryn Acker, Sara 
Mahoney and Zoe Gaber, Sophie Mendel, 
Mackenzie Moore, Alex Cook, Paige Brehm, 
Stephanie Muir, and Allie Provost, Alec 
Robinson, Sarah Feiten and Lauren Hall, 
and the Seaholm Cheerleaders.  
   This year’s third annual Seaholm’s Got 
Talent show is being run and orchestrated by 
SOS, a community assistance organization. 
SOS senior president Megan Smith and SOS 
junior member Sophie Mendel have made 
an effort to make and distribute posters, 
recruit talent, organize acts, and make sure 
everything goes smoothly.
   “We came up with the talent show [two 
years ago] when two Seaholm students’ dad 
died and they were going to have to leave 
the school district due to financial reasons,” 

Seaholm’s got talent
Smith said. “We wanted to raise the money 
to make their lives a little bit easier and show 
them how much we cared. It became our 
biggest fundraiser and we made over $2000 
the first year.” 
   During the auditions the setting was casual, 
but each auditions held a level of intensity 
that was gripping. Most of the acts were 
not completely constructed, but showed 
potential and skill. 
   Soozan Mendel, the one audition judge 
and Students Offer Support (SOS) parent 
director, determined if each applicant was 
to participate in the Talent Show. She was 
asked to run the show because of her years of 
experience as a casting director; most recently, 
Mendel helped cast “American Virgin” and 
TV’s “The Wannabes”. Mendel knew what 
she was judging and was relatively lenient on 
accepting applicants who tried out.
   “Anybody that has an appropriate act [can 
become a participant],” Mendel said.
   After viewing all the auditions, Mendel has 
high expectations for the show.
   “This show is going to be the best one yet,” 
Mendel said. “We have a ton of amazing 
talent, from rappers to dancers.  Many kids 
are performing original pieces.   I am truly 
impressed with the depth and soul of the 
talent we have at Seaholm.”  
   One notable change from last year’s show 
is that the judging has gone from the hands 
of a few official judges to the direct votes of 
the audience. 
   Juniors Phil DiCenso and Kai Czajka will 
be the MC’s for the night.
   “I think they will lend the show a little Billy 
Crystal quality,” Mendel said.
   In addition, NHS has contributed to 
making the talent show happen.
   “Not only do we have amazing talent, 
but we have amazing student volunteers,” 
Mendel said. “We have so many kids that 
have signed up to help run the show.”    
   Seaholm counselors Walt Romano, Rebecca 
Rossen, Brian Flatter and Toby Loukmas will 
be most likely be playing a song by Taylor 
Swift and Dan Dobrovich, the head of the 
theater department, and his band will also be 
performing a couple of songs.
   Performances are not the only component 
of the talent show, but an art show will also 
be presented. The art show was personally 
founded by Smith and also possesses a great 
deal of potential.
   “I started it because I realized how talented 
the Seaholm artists are, and they usually 
don’t get a lot of credit,” Smith said. “People 
have the opportunity to really showcase their 
talent to the students.”
   The Talent Show will be on February 9, at 7 
pm in the main auditorium. Tickets are $5.

Graham Gettel
Staff Writer
Ggettel@seaholmhighlander.com

Baltz cont. from page 5

something he is particularly excited about: 
artology. 
   Artology, which Baltz describes as the fu-
sion of art and science, draws connections 
between science and the arts, including ev-
erything from music to painting. 
   “It creates scientific literacy in students that 
never thought about science in that way,” 
Baltz said. “We can teach scientists the hu-
manities, but we never do the reverse. We 
never teach the students that are in the hu-
manities some science.”
   Baltz plans on incorporating artology into 
his classes at Seaholm, too. The Birmingham 
Education Foundation recently gave Baltz 
and Simms a $450 “Great Idea Grant” to 
develop sound and music demonstrations.
   Aside from connecting with students, Baltz 
believes that it’s just as important to make 
sure teachers do the best they can.  
   Teaching people how to teach is one of 
Baltz’s specialties, and one of the two courses 
he’s currently teaching at Oakland Univer-
sity.
   “I teach a Science Methods course, which 
is teaching teachers how to teach science,” 
Baltz said. “Some are already teachers and 
they’re coming back to find out how to teach 
it, to develop their craft or round off or pol-
ish the edges of their craft.”
   In addition to Science Methods, Baltz also 
teaches a Physics 101 course at OU. 
   Teaching physics at a high school and a 
college in the same week can be difficult, but 
Baltz said he wouldn’t have it any other way.
   “It’s a lot of work, but very rewarding on 
the other hand,” Baltz said. “I do have a lot 
of fun.”
   Most rewarding, Baltz said, is helping stu-
dents really connect with and comprehend 
physics.
   “I enjoy when students are successful in 
generating a scientific concept that involves 
their critical thinking,” Baltz said. “I think 
that is very special.”
   His dedication to teaching is obvious to 
junior Charity Williamson, who praised his 
willingness to help students.  
   “He’s really, really helpful,” Williamson 
said. “I’m not very good at physics and he 

Baltz aims to help his students appreciate physics. Photo courtesy of 2010 Piper yearbook

Henry Whitenack will be rapping in the upcoming SOS talent show 
on Wednesday, February 9 at 7 pm.      Photo by Sidney Krandall
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Surviving

2010 party bus(t) has admin on alert
   At last year’s Sadie Hawkins’ 
Dance, a group of 28 students ar-
rived to the dance in a party bus. 
Members of the group were suspect-
ed to have been under the influence 
of various alcoholic beverages. One 
student was found to be under the 
influence and was suspended for 10 
days. A full account of the incident 
can be found in the Feb. 12, 2010, 
issue of the Highlander.
   This year, Assistant Principal Deb 
Boyer plans to utilize the same 
search procedures designed to pre-
vent underage drinking at school 
dances.
   “Whether it’s Sadie’s or any one 
of our other dances, if we find one 
person [on a party bus] with a sub-
stance or under the influence of a 
substance, it’s going to be cause for 
searching every person who is on 
that same bus,” Boyer said.
   A police officer will also be at 
the dance to assist in any necessary 
searches.
   “We have a police officer right 
there with us to take care of any 
tickets that need to be written or 

To do:
Buy a dress
Buy shoes
Dinner reservations
Nail appointment
Hair appointment
Make-up appointment

-
-
-
-
-
-

$125
Average amount 
of money spent 

on a dress

Price of a 
boutonniere at 
Thrifty Florist

$8.99$50
Purchase required
for MAC makeup

 application

$30
Mani/pedi price 
at YouNails and 

Nails, Etc. 

whatever needs to be done in terms 
of the legal aspect of [a search],” 
Boyer said.
  If a student is caught with illegal 
substances at a school-sanctioned 
event, numerous consequences can 
be implemented.
    “We have Board policy that says 
you are suspended for [possession 
of illegal substances],” Boyer said. 
“We also call your parents to come 
pick you up and students can get 
[an MIP]. It depends on the age of 
the student, but the MIP is the le-
gal aspect of it, the suspension is the 
school aspect of it.”
   The students busted last year hired 
their party bus from Entertainment 
Express (EE), a rental company that 
claims to have strict drug and alco-
hol guidelines.
   “Our policy for drugs and alcohol 
for underage individuals is we don’t 
allow it or condone it,” an EE em-
ployee who wished to remain anon-
ymous told the Highlander.
   Last year before the dance, while 
the group was eating diner, their bus 
driver checked all of their belong-
ings. He found a flask, a Gatorade 
bottle, and a fifth. All were filled 
with alcohol. This was a breach in 

the contract EE had with the stu-
dents, and because of this the driver 
informed the school administrators 
of the incident.
   If a student group wants to rent 
a limo or party bus from EE, they 
are first required to have a parent or 
guardian sign a contract for them.
   “We do what we call a ‘Prom 
Promise’ here,” the EE employee 
said. “It applies to all school dances. 
We have a separate contract from 
the main contract [for high school 
students]. That contract states our 
drug and alcohol policies. The par-
ents of the students have to sign it 
and provide us with a phone num-
ber that we could contact them at 
if something were to happen along 
the line.”
   Occasionally EE encounters prob-
lematic situations involving students 
violating their contracts, but none 
have occurred recently.
   “We have had incidents where the 
kids do manage to get something 
on the bus,” the EE employee said. 
“If that were to happen and if we 
were to find out, we would end the 
[ride], and we would call the parents 
to come pick them up or drop them 
off at the closest location. We would 

also let the school know.”
   It is not uncommon for bus driv-
ers who find minors with illegal 
substances to report the affair to the 
minors’ school.
   “When you rent [a party bus], one 
of the things that the students that 
are on it are not supposed to do is 
to be using and/or under the influ-
ence and/or transporting [illegal 
substances],” Boyer said. “If a bus 
driver discovers on the way to school 
that there are drugs or alcohol on the 
bus, the proper procedure is to in-
form the school. Then we take care 
of it, because obviously the intent 
was to be under the influence or to 
bring those things into the school or 
something.”
   Boyer advises students heading to 
school-sanctioned events to choose 
their fellow passengers wisely.
   “Be careful who you rent a bus 
with,” Boyer said. “Make sure that 
the people you are on the party bus 
with are like minded in terms of 
their discretion and what they’re go-
ing to do, because who you are with 
definitely can get you into trouble. 
If [illegal substances] are found on a 
bus, everyone [on the bus] is subject 
to be searched and breathalyzed.”

Natalie Wright
News Editor
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

Sadie’s by the numbers

Sadie’s

www.affordableflowershops.com
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Men lose on 
buzzer beater
Blake Keaton 
Staff Writer
Bkeaton@seaholmhighlander.com

    Alex Faubel’s overtime buzzer beater lifted Troy 
Athens to a 62-61 win over Seaholm’s varsity men’s 
basketball team in front of a stunned and demoralized 
Maple Forest.
   The loss extended the Seaholm’s losing streak to six.
   The game was highly contested throughout, with the 
score tied at 29-29 at half.
   The second half was more of the same. 
   Late in the second half Seaholm trailed by three, 54-
51, until senior Shawn Conway hit a clutch three ball to 
tie the game.
   Troy Athens countered with a basket of their own to 
take the lead by two with less than a minute remaining.
   With only 40 seconds left in regulation, junior guard 
Spencer Eick made a lay up to tie the game up.  
   The Maples’ tough defense gave them the final 
possession of the game. 
   The ball was inbounded from the sideline where senior 
Brad White found an open Conway in the corner and 
he launched a three as time expired. 
   From the release the shot looked good, only to land a 
little long. 
   “From my angle I thought it was good,” Eick said, “I 
think everyone thought it was good.” 
   Into overtime Seaholm went.
   Overtime was low scoring, and the game was tied at 
60-60 with less than 30 seconds remaining.  Conway 
was able to draw a foul with nine seconds left and a 
chance to go up by two.
   Conway, who led Seaholm with 39 points, made the 
front-end but missed the crucial second one, giving 
Athens the ball with 5 seconds left in overtime.
   The ball was inbounded from the sideline to about the 
three-point line, then swung to the other side of the key 
where Alex Faubel put up a fade-away, partially blocked 
8-foot jumper that found its way to the bottom of the 
net as time expired.  
   The 62-61 loss left the Seaholm gym in dismay.
   “It was a hard loss,” coach Jose Andrades said. “Now 
we’ll see if we can persevere from here and bounce back 
from this loss. We’re playing better offensively as a 
team, but we need to get better defensively.”

Big man on campus 

Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com
  The game was well in hand for Lake Orion, but with 
about one minute and 30 seconds left, the Seaholm 
student section began to roar.
   Six-foot-six, 200-pound junior center Daniel Houtman 
was about to enter the game for the first time this season. 
Seconds later Houtman brought the crowd to their feet 
with a powerful blocked shot that brought the other 
player back down to his feet. 
   The crowd then exploded when he sky balled in his only 
point of the season from the free-throw line after being 

fouled during a shot.
   When the Seaholm tryouts began, all the players 
expected to tryout did. Houtman, however,  was an 
unexpected attendant.
   “All the kids who played last year showed up,” senior 
guard Braden Geraldo said. “When I saw Houtman, I 
thought to myself, ‘who is that huge kid?’”
   Houtman said he tried out mainly because of his size.
   “I mean, I’m 6-6,” Houtman said. “Basketball’s the only 
sport for me. I always liked basketball. I never played it, 
so it’s like my first year, but I decided to try out.”
   Houtman’s skills might not be all there yet — he often 
doesn’t dribble and his footwork is improving — but his 
physical presence has been felt since day one.

   Houtman can palm a basketball with a tennis ball in 
between his hand and the ball in both hands at the same 
time. According to Houtman, he’s the only kid who can 
palm two 8-pound medicine balls.
   What started off as just trying out for the fun of it has 
turned into a full time life change for Houtman.
   “I realized how good  the other kids are. It was a little 
bit of a joke with my friends,” Houtman said. “I take it 
serious now. My skills are improving [and] I’m learning 
the basics of basketball.”
   Though Houtman’s playing time has been limited this 
year, he believes he can put in the work next year to be a 
cornerstone of the team.
   “I plan to practice a lot over the summer, and hopefully 
start next year,” Houtman said.
    This is Houtman’s first year of organized basketball, 
but Seaholm head coach Jose Andrades said Houtman 
has made strides towards improving his game.
   “He’s improved a lot,” Andrades said. “He has all 
the tools, he’s just never played basketball before. He’s 
definitely improved a lot.”  
   Houtman sets his sights high when looking forward to 
his basketball future by improving his right-handed post-
up move.
   “I plan to gain 50 pounds over the summer,” Houtman 
said. “I’m going to be huge. My post up moves are gonna 
be like Pau or Marc Gasol. I’m gonna be huge in the paint 
next year.”
    Houtman’s status on the team has become known 
school-wide, making him a fan favorite.
   “The fans love him,” Geraldo said. “At least two times a 
game the student section chants his name.”
    Houtman likes the attention, and loves being a fan 
favorite.
   “I love it so much,” Houtman said. “It’s so great to 
hear your name in crowd. It’s really nice. When I went in 
against Lake Orion, it was a really intense moment of my 
Seaholm basketball career.”
    Andrades believes Houtman is a fan favorite because 
of social skills.
   “Dan is good with people,” Andrades said. “A very 
personable guy.”
   Even though Houtman is sociable, Andrades said it 
doesn’t affect his work ethic.
   “He works hard,” Andrades said. “He listens well. He 
tries to get better, and he has been getting better.”
    His teammates believe that Houtman’s personality is 
great to have on the team.
    “He’s a really funny guy,” Geraldo said.  “He gives 
practice and games a better atmosphere.”

Team finishes 
second at
competition
Meghan Dooley
Sports Editor
Mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com

   The Birmingham Varsity skating team medaled in seven 
out of nine events at a January 11 District Meet at the 
Detroit Skating Club. 
   BVS’s B team earned first place in the competition, 
moving it into first place in the district.
   The team has one meet left before the State Champion-
ship meet, and head coach Sarah Feldt said levels B and C 
are in “great position” to qualify for States. 
    B team skater and Seaholm junior Lesley Hocking is 
happy about the success of her team.
   “I’m really excited that we did so well at the last com-
petition,” Hocking said. “We haven’t been this good in a 
while. We’re all so excited because all of our teams stand a 
good chance at going to States now, especially the B and 
C teams.” 
   Hocking has a theory as to why the team placed so well 
at their last competition. 
   “I think the team did so well because we knew what 
the other teams were like this time.” Hocking said. “At 
the first competition no one knew how well the other 
teams were going to do. Going into the last competition 
we knew how good we had to be to beat the other teams, 
so our coach put us all on our own personal best element 
so we could score as high as possible.” 
   The A team finished second in their division. The team 
is currently fifth in the district. The C team finished in a 
three-way tie for first. 
   Seaholm junior Katie Root said that the team has 
worked hard to improve. 
   “We have a much stronger team this year with a lot 
of really good freshmen and new upperclassmen on the 
team,” Root said.
     Root said team motivation helped.
   “Everyone was really happy for them and they really 
helped the team place so well,” Root said. 
   Individual winners included Seaholm senior Gabri-
elle Aldridge, who finished with a silver medal in spiral, 
Seaholm junior Alex Cook, who finished with a silver 
medal in spiral sequence and gold medal in backspin, and 
Seaholm junior Sommer Shefferly who received a bronze 
medal in toe loop and a gold medal for her footwork.

Six straight wins for BU

BU Men’s hockey team celebrates after winning the 
Dan Jilek Memorial Tournament.  Photo credit: Sidney 
Krandall
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Boys Swimming
Top Performer: Spencer Rogers
Record: 7-0
Quote: “The team is really excited to go against 
Groves,” sophomore Matt Wolkhamer said.
Last Meet: Win v. Troy
Upcoming Meet: 1/27 @ Groves

Boys Wrestling
Top Performer: Sam Corey 16-8
Record: 4-1
Last Meet: Win v. Royal Oak
Upcoming Meet: 2/2 v. Groves

Boys Varsity Basketball
Top Performer: Shawn Conway 39 points v. Athens
Record: 2-7
Quote:”If we keep working hard in practice it has to 
transfer to games,” senior captain Matt Lindsey said.
Last Game: OT loss v. Troy Athens 62-61
Upcoming Game: 1/28 @ Rochester Adams

Boys JV Basketball
Top Performer: Mark Lindsey 8 points v. Troy
Record: 3-6
Quote: “We are working on being a better team,” 
sophomore forward Dalton Geraldo said.
Last Game: Loss v. Troy Athens 53-51
Upcoming Game: 1/28 @ Rochester Adams

Boys Freshman Basketball
Top Performer: Kerry Mott 18 points v. Avondale
Record: 6-2
Quote: “We’re kind of a big deal. People know us,” 
freshman guard Andrew Barton said.
Last Game: Win v. Troy Athens 57-46
Upcoming Game: 1/28 v. Rochester Adams

BU Hockey
Top Performer: Mike Ryan leads in points
Record: 8-7
Quote: “A big turning point came when we won the 
Ann Arbor tournament,” sophomore Adam Susalla 
said.
Last Game: Win v. Anchor Bay 5-0
Upcoming Game: 1/29 v. Bloomfield Unified

Skating
Top Performer: Caitlyn Deluca
Quote: “The team is all on the same page and clicks 
well,” junior Katie Root said.
Last Meet: A team 2nd, B and C team 1st on 1/13 
@ Troy
Upcoming Meet: 2/7 @ Dearborn

Girls Varsity Basketball
Top Performer: Lauren Yousif 14 points v. Hazel Park
Record: 2-9
Quote: “We always give it our all and it stands out 
when we play,” sophomore Erin Neuenfeldt said.
Last Game: Loss v. Ferndale 60-46
Upcoming Game: 1/28 v. Andover 

Girls JV Basketball
Top Performer: Hannah Sheppard 6 points, 8 re-
bounds, 5 steals @ Ferndale
Quote: “We are all so different but basketball is what 
brings us all together,” sophomore forward Jenny 
Fuller said. 
Last Game: Win v. Ferndale 30-19
Upcoming Game: 1/28 v. Andover

Jack Apap
Staff Writer 
Japap@seaholmhighlander.com

  January seems to be Birmingham Unified hockey’s 
month as they have made a complete turnaround in their 
season.
   After a rough 2-7 start, the team has won their last six 
games.
  BU’s impressive 6-0 win over Anchor Bay Monday, 
January 17 created even more momentum, driving the 
team toward the half-way mark of their regular season. 
   In the last eight games, BU has managed to outscore 
opponents 19-7. With important league wins over Lake 
Orion (5-4), Rochester Unified (2-1) and Troy Athens 
(3-2), BU has climbed up in the OAA Red standings.
   “A big turning point came when we won the Ann Arbor 
Jilek tournament,” sophomore forward Adam Susalla 
said. 
  The Dan Jilek Memorial Tournament was hosted by 
Ann Arbor Pioneer, and BU got the hometown team for 

Junior Daniel Houtman displays his massive size and strength by palming two basketballs. Photo by Simon Schuster

Skating Hockey

Basketball

Swimming

Maroon Tide first in state
   January 20, 2011, the last home meet of the season 
against Troy, the boys swim team dominated the pool 
with an overall score of 139-47.
   In the 2010-2011 Seaholm boys swim season, the team 
is ranked first overall in state.
   Coach Tom Wyllie was delighted with how the evening 
turned out.
   “It was an awesome meet,” Wyllie said. “As beat up as 
the swimmers were from all the hard training I’ve been 
giving them, the fact that they’re swimming fast is a good 
sign.”
   One of the highlights of the evening was when junior 
Danny Girdler achieved his state cut in the 200 meter 
freestyle with a time of 1:50.58 seconds. Girdler finished 
first overall in the event.
   “I’m pretty happy,” Girdler said. “It was my best swim 
of the season.”
   Senior captain Nick Wyllie was pleased with both his 
outcome of the evening and his entire swimming career 
at Seaholm. At the meet Nick Wyllie achieved a 200 

its first opponent. The game was tied after regulation (1-
1) and BU’s lone goal came from Susalla early in the first 
period. 
   Then, after two eight-minute overtimes, no one could 
score, so the MSHAA rules went into effect, which 
means after 2 OTs the team that scored the game’s first 
goal wins.
  In the Championship game against Milford, BU 
dominated from start to finish with impressive play from 
junior defensemen John Quay, who had 2 goals and 1 
assist, and junior goalie Spencer Whitehead who had a 
shutout and won M.V.P. of the tournament.
   A big part of this turnaround has been the seniors,  
Kevin Wilberding (forward), Brad Almeter (forward),
Jake Martin (defense) and Danny Patterson (forward), 
make up the leadership for BU. 
   Seniors have taken the role and are really pulling the 
guys together.
     “We don’t have an exact leader this year, but our seniors 
have set a great example for everyone which has helped us 
become a better team,” junior forward Drake Braun said. 
    Much of the offense has been contributed by the class 
of 2012. Forward Mike Ryan leads the team with 12 pts., 
forward James Bertrand ties defenseman Jake Ballicki 
with 11 pts., and Hess  has contributed 9 pts. 
    “The goalies are playing unbelievable,” Wilberding said. 
“Whitehead and Matt Trogu are the main reason for our 
team’s success this season.”
    Whitehead has a 4-2-1 record on the season, along with 
a 2.70 GAA and a shutout against Anchor Bay. 
    Trogu also had an outstanding shutout win, saving all 
29 of shots.
    Birmingham Unified looks to capture their seventh win 
in a row against OAA rival Farmington Unified Thursday, 
January 27 at 7:30 and keep this momentum headed into 
to next month’s playoffs.

Kit Kuhne
Staff Writer 
Kkuhne@seaholmhighlander.com

Individual Medley cut with the time of 2:04.61. He now 
has a state cut in every event except for the 50 freestyle.
   “I’m pretty happy with my times,” Nick Wyllie said. 
“We all swam pretty well for how hard we’ve been 
training.”
   It wasn’t just Wyllie who was pleased with the evening. 
Senior captain Spencer Rogers expressed his happiness 
with how the team swam.
“We got some lifetime and best times,” Rogers said. 
“Some people didn’t get what they wanted, but we’ve 
been working really hard so tiredness is expected.”
   Some of the top events of the meet were sophomore 
Addison Williams’ 50 meter freestyle (23.07), Rogers’ 
100 yard freestyle ( 48.71), and senior Patrick Sheppell’s 
500 yard freestyle (4:46.63). All three of them placed first 
in their events.
   The county and league meets are only weeks away, and 
the team will be entering into them with a 6-0 record.
   “We need to get in the water and do what we need to do 
to get as fast as we can become,” Tom Wyllie said. “[We 
need to] come ready to the pool and deliver. If we deliver 
what I think we’re capable of, we will be hoisting the big 
trophy in March.”

Sports Briefs

Newcomer Houtman quickly 
becoming hoops fan favorite
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