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Senior Evan 
Davis doesn’t let 

his disability hold 
him back from his 

dreams

New Troy park 
Airtime popular 
among students

Senior Emily Potter  
pursues passion of 

helping others

Is locking the doors a 
needed safety measure, 
or an ineffective reac-
tion? The Highlander 

weighs the pros and cons

Flu hits Seaholm, 
175 students out 

sick on Januray 9

Put Guns In 
School

Kelsey	McClear
Editor-in-chief
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

   Should all schools be re-
quired to have armed officers 
in the building? 
   Despite a new call from 
the National Rifle Associa-
tion proposing just that, BPS 
administrators are rejecting 
the idea of introducing more 
weapons into schools.  
   “I find it extremely danger-
ous for a person to possess a 
weapon in a school,” Deputy 
Superintendent Paul DeAn-
gelis said. “We continue to 
direct building staff to treat 
any weapons, except those 
possessed by law enforce-
ment, on school grounds as a 
threat to safety, and to initi-
ate our lockdown procedures 
when a weapon is present.” 
   The current district policy 
for anyone who brings a gun 
into a school, regardless of 
intent, is to lock down the 
building immediately and 
make sure all students are 
safe. 
   “You don’t confront. We 
lock down. You call the po-
lice. You get everyone safe 
and you let the police who 
are seconds away come in 
and confront,” Principal Dee 
Lancaster said. “Whether or 

not that person’s carrying it 
on a holster or carrying it on 
their back or actually coming 
shooting, we aren’t going to 
confront.” 
   Lancaster is not in favor of 
teachers or administrators 
possessing weapons. 
   “I don’t think having an 
armed teacher or an armed 
principal, hall monitor or liai-
son officer is necessarily going 
to stop someone from doing 
something,” Lancaster said. 
“I think in some cases it also 
makes it easier to have bad 
things happen.” 
   According to a Highlander 
survey of Seaholm students 
and teachers, 72 percent be-
lieve there shouldn’t be armed 
guards in school. 
   “We’re a school, not a pris-
on,” an anonymous communi-
ty member said in the survey. 
   Social Studies and Flex 
teacher Stacey Olsen said she 
does not believe guns will help 
create a safe school for the stu-
dents at Seaholm.  
   “The capacity for violence 
does not build a culture of 
safety,” Olsen said. “Whatev-
er solutions schools come up 
with need to focus on future 
problems, not things that al-
ready happened.”
   December 21, the NRA is-

sued a statement that both ex-
pressed their horror and out-
rage about last month’s Sandy 
Hook Elementary shooting 
that left 26 people dead – in-
cluding 20 kindergarten and 
first grade students. The state-
ment also outlined their ideas 
to helping solve gun violence 
in the US. 
   “The only thing that stops a 
bad guy with a gun is a good 
guy with a gun,” said in a De-
cember 21 press release. “For 
the sake of the safety of every 
child in America, I call on ev-
ery parent, every teacher, ev-
ery school administrator and 
every law enforcement officer 

in this country to join us in 
the National School Shield 
Program and protect our 
children with the only line of 
positive defense that’s tested 
and proven to work.” 
   Last month, days before the 
Sandy Hook shooting, legis-
lation passed the Michigan 
House and Senate that would 
have allowed licensed, legal 
gun owners with a concealed 
weapons permit to bring a 
concealed weapon into a pub-
lic school.
   Under heavy publicsure, 

	of	students	don’t	agree	with	the	
NRA’S	proposed	plan

At	a	Glance

Going	for	Gold:	Swim	Team	
Shoots	for	Divison	2	State	Title
David	Granadier	
Sports	Editor	
dgranadier@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Madeline Tew

Senior captain Matt Wolkhamer swam breaststroke at a 
meet against North Farmington on January 10. 

   The Seaholm boy’s swim-
ming and diving team appears 
poised to make another run 
at the Division 2 State title af-
ter an undefeated 5-0 start to 
their season.
   The Maples’ most recent 
win came January 10, over 
North Farmington 128-58 
with strong performances that 
broke Seaholm pool records.  
Juniors Michael Shaben, Na-
than Anderson and seniors 
Connor Saeli, Addison Wil-
liams broke the record for the 
200 freestyle relay (1:27.14).  
Shaben, Saeli, Williams, and 
junior Enrique Hernandez 
teamed up to break the 400 
freestyle relay record (3:14.17).
   But their biggest wins came 
at the January 5 Spartan In-
vitational in Battle Creek and 
the December 15 Warrior Re-
lays at Brother Rice.

   The Spartan Invite hosted 
some of the best teams in the 
state including the defend-
ing three-year Division 1 state 
champions Saline, the defend-
ing division 2 state champions 
Dexter, as well as cross town 
rival and second place fin-
isher at last year’s state meet 
Groves.
   “It shows that we can do what 
our goals are this year, which 
is to win states,” senior cap-
tain and backstroke specialist 
Will Crimmins said.  “Beating 
Saline for the second straight 
year was fun because they are 
widely regarded as the best 
team.  It was a lot of fun to see 
our depth and our strongest 
swimmers swim out of their 
mind to be able to outswim 
them and we actually won by 
almost 200 points.”
   Seaholm finished a dominant 
first place out of eight with 641 
points.  Saline finished second 
with 457 points, Dexter placed 
fourth (282), and Groves fin-

ished sixth (156).
   The Maple swimmers 
showed their strength when 
they beat other state power-
houses, Brother Rice and Ann 
Arbor Pioneer at the Warrior 
Relays.  Seaholm was on top 

again (out of 12 teams) with 
a score of 312.  Second was 
Brother Rice (288) and Ann 
Arbor Pioneer third (282).

Advisor:	College	
Name	not	Pivotal

Kendall	Hitch
News	Editor	
khitch@seaholmhighlander.com

Kelly	Martinek
Opinion	Editor	
kmartinek@seaholmhighlander.com

   How large a part does a stu-
dent’s choice of school really 
play into their life after col-
lege? 
   According to Seaholm Coun-
selors, it may not be as impor-
tant as it seems.
   “It’s less about where you 
get the degree, and it’s more 
about what you did, what op-
portunities you sought, and 
what you did where you were 
at school,” Seaholm counselor 
Toby Loukmas said.
   Seaholm graduate Jordan 
Kristopik (Class of 2008) said 
she made her college experi-
ence at the University of Mich-
igan’s Ross School of Business 
her own. 
   “The B-School at Michigan 
is all about getting a job… but 
I ended up being ‘rebellious’ 
and choosing my own path,” 
Kristopik said. “I didn’t want 
to do the normal recruiting 
path through the B-School.” 
   Instead, she pursued a sum-
mer internship with Marwood 
Group, a health care invest-
ment advisory firm, in New 
York City, which eventually 
led her to her current job with 
the firm in Washington, D.C.
   “I make a significantly lower 
salary than if I would’ve em-
braced the B-School recruit-
ing system, but I have a high 
quality of life (great co-work-
ers, flexible hours),” Kristopik 
said. “I’m working at a job I 
love.”

   However, according to Erica 
Sanders, Managing Director 
of Recruitment and Opera-
tions for Undergraduate Ad-
missions at U of M, there are 
still benefits to going to a well-
known university like U of M.
   Sanders said that, because 
of the university’s reputa-
tion- including its competitive 
admissions process and high 
graduation rate- employers 
have faith in students gradu-
ating the college and entering 
the job market.
   2010 Seaholm graduate Mari 
Manoogian said while a choice 
of college may not be impor-
tant for some majors, it was 
instrumental for her success.
   “Being at George Washing-
ton over State was really key 
for me to get internship op-
portunities, which is really im-
portant in International Rela-
tions,” Manoogian said. 
   Manoogian spent two years 
at Michigan State, and is now 
in her second semester at 
George Washington after real-
izing this was the best choice 
for her major. 
   “I’m the only person I know 
who as actually gone as far as 
to switch colleges for opportu-
nities,” Manoogian said, “but 
it was the right choice for me 
and I’m happy with my deci-
sion.” 
   Loukmas believes that find-
ing the right fit, like Mari did, 
is really the key to making the 
most out of the college experi-
ence as well as having the most 
success in the job market. 
   “I think that the determining 
factor for getting a job is what 
you do with your college expe-
rience,” Loukmas said.

	Volleyday:
A	Soaring	Success

Photo By Esther Seawell
Social Studies teacher Bob Carlton blocks the ball that is be-
ing spiked by Senior Shant Topouzian at Volleyday on Janu-
ary 15. Carlton’s team went on to win the tournament. 

Photo By Esther Seawell
Teammates sophomore Savannah Wiseman and junior 
Dylan Kanaan hit the ball over to opponent senior Jack 
Corbett. Volleyday raised approximately $700 for Volunteer 
Africa and was matched dollar for dollar by NHS for the 
Trask Family. 
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66%

83%
			of	students	believe	that	the	police	
should	be	only	ones	carrying	guns	in	
schools.	

58%
			of	students	believe	that	the	NRA	
should	be	the	ones	who	have	to	pay	
for	the	armed	officers.	

Results	of	a	Highlander	Survey

NRA:

BPS:
Man, that’s 
Not Cool
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News 
Briefs 
Downtown 
Zumba is 
closed

   Popular mexican restaurant 
Zumba closed its Birming-
ham location on West Maple 
Rd, on Decemcer 29, 2012. 
       The Birmingham loca-
tion of Zumba did not quite 
reach it’s third year in Bir-
mingham.
   For those who enjoyed the 
restaurant, they can still en-
joy the food in Royal Oak.
   The Royal Oak location , lo-
cated on North Main Street, 
will remian opene for busi-
ness year-round. 

By Kendall Hitch 

     Battle of the Bands will 
take place on Friday, Janu-
ary 25.
   The Battle will take place 
at the Village Players of 
Birmingham Theater  at 
7pm. 
   The Battle is open to all 
high school students to 
come and watch the bands 
perform. While attend-
ing, students can purchase 
votes for their favorite 
bands.
   The bands playing in the 
battle have not officially 
been released yet. In the 
past, bands have come 
from Seaholm, Groves, and 
Troy, among other loca-
tions,
   The proceeds go to 
benefit the Birmingham 
Bloomfield Community 
Coalition, an organization 
that is dedicated to pre-
venting substance abuse 
throughout Birmingham 
and Bloomfield. 
   Several students from 
Seaholm and Groves serve 
on the Youth Action Board, 
the youth sector of the 
coalition. 

By Kendall Hitch

Battle 
of the 
Bands 
Nears 

Flu-infected Students Plague Seaholm
Kendall Hitch
News Editor
kchitch@seaholmhighlander.com

Seaholm 
Grad 
speaks to 
Flex

Photo By Adrian Ciemniecki

2002 Seaholm graduate 
Roland McKay came into 
speak to the Flex program 
on January 10 about the 
roots of the Revolution in 
the middle east.  

                  Photo By Madeline Tew
Students must sign themselves out when they 
leave the school with the flu.

   A record 175 students missed 
school Wednesday, January 9 
– the highest single-day total 
this year.
   The reason?
   “It’s the flu,” attendance 
manager Sue Pomroy said. 
“The flu has hit Seaholm.” 
   Pomroy has also noticed an-
other trend. Students coming 
in for one or two class periods, 
while ill.
   “A lot of kids are just sign-
ing in for one AP class and 
they are spreading it around,” 
Pomroy said.
   Senior Sarah Levett said 
that students’ desire to come 
to school sick because in class 
lessons are key tools for suc-
cess in difficult AP classes.
   “It’s just too difficult to 
catch up,” Levett said. “I’m 
in AP calculus AB and as re-
ally great as Mr. Bruns and 
Mr. Passarelli are at helping 
with catch-up and making the 
material available to review, 
nothing is better than actually 
being in class.” 
   According to Pomroy, the 
prominence of sick students 
coming into class caused prin-
cipal Dee Lancaster to send 
out an email to parents, re-

questing that sick children are 
kept home the entire day.
   “A number of students who 
have these symptoms are 
still coming to school for in-
dividual classes, particularly 
AP courses,” the email from 
Lancaster said.  “While we cer-
tainly understand the need to 
keep up with classwork, it is 

spreading the illness to many 
others in the building.”
   Levett also believes the early 
hours of the testing center 
cause many students to come 
in to take a test in class, to 
avoid waking up extra early in 
the future.
   “5:45 is cruel, unusual, and 
a major turn-off when decid-

ing whether or not to come in 
sick,” Levett said. 
   Denise Lippitt, M.D., a West 
Bloomfield pediatrician, said 
there has been a significant in-
crease in local flu patients over 
the last two weeks. Nation-
ally, according to the Centers 
for Disease Control, the flu is 
as high levels in 41 of the 50 

states – including Michigan. 
   According to Lippitt, when 
students leave the house for a 
class or activity, they are just 
making things worse.
   “Going to school and extra 
curricular activities while sick 
just adds to [the spreading of 
the virus],” Lippitt said.
   Lippitt believes that there 
are no excuses as to why a sick 
child should be out in public.
   One hundred percent keep 
your kids home if they are 
sick,”Lippitt said.
   According to Lippitt, Flu-in-
fected students can expect to 
be out for a week. Lippitt tells 
parents to send their students 
back to school 24-48 hours af-
ter their last fever.
   Levett believes missing this 
extended amount of school 
would be extremely difficult 
for a Seaholm student.
   “You’ve got new assignments 
on top of the old,” said Levett, 
“and it’s really hard to make 
up everything in one night. 
   Overall, Lippitt said a stu-
dent’s health should be every-
one’s top responsibility.
   “Your body is the first pri-
ority,” Lippitt said, “and it’s 
a public health risk if people 
don’t stay home and recuper-
ate.” 

Admins Oppose NRA Gun Plan
Cont. from page 1

Seaholm Remembers MLK Attendance Fears:  
Overreaction 

   In the end, it was much ado 
about nothing. Despite ru-
mors and a survey indicating 
students would not show up 
to classes January 3 and 4, 
the large scale absences didn’t 
happen. 
   According to Principal Dean-
na Lancaster the attendance 
was about 88 percent. There 
was not that noticeable of a 
difference as attendance is 
usually in the low to mid nine-
ties. 
   In terms of attendance dis-
trict wide, overall, it was about 
88 percent.
   “Elementary, middle school, 
and high school, were all about 
the same, however, I think el-
ementary was a little lower,” 
Lancaster said. “I think Groves 
and us were almost identical 
actually.”
   As for the reason why el-
ementary schools had slightly 
less attendance and why the 
attendance was greater in the 

higher grade levels Lancaster 
believes it due to the way the 
different grade levels view 
school. 
   “There’s that mind set when 
they’re little that they don’t 
necessarily need to go back, 
where with you guys it’s we 
need to go back because we 
don’t want to miss class.” 
    “The attendance was defi-
nitely greater than I expect-
ed,” Lancaster said. “The dis-
trict was pretty assured when 
they negotiated those two days 
people would come back.” 
   As for the reason why more 
people than expected showed 
up Lancaster believes it has to 
do with both school rigor and 
family member’s work sched-
ules. 
   “It’s second trimester, and 
quite honestly most parents 
are back to work,”
   With only a 12 percent ab-
sence rate both school days, 
the days still counted, falling 
short of the 25 percent needed 
for the day to not count by 13 
percent.

Kathryn Pelton
Staff Writer
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo By Adrian Toshiro Jara
Eric Smith, Jack Parsons and Jon Genautis close the MLK assemby with the Switchfoot song 
“Dare you to Move”. 

Next Year To Bring New 
Parking Regulations 
Kathleen Davis
Editor-in-chief of web
kdavis@seaholmhighlander.com

   Sophomores and Juniors 
were in for a surprise during 
Monday’s class meetings held 
by administration. It was re-
vealed that parking passes 
would be given out according 
to attendance, then by a lot-
tery system. Students with up-
wards of 92% attendance for 
the remainder of the year will 

have the opportunity to park 
next year in the student lot. 
According to an email sent to 
parents by Dee Lancaster, “We 
believe that we are preparing 
our students for both college 
and the world of work and as 
we all know, attendance is im-
portant.” Students who hope 
to have a parking spot must 
miss no more than 8 days or 
40 hours until school is re-
leased for summer.

pressure, Gov. Snyder vetoed 
the bill that would have al-
lowed concealed pistol license 
holders who completed addi-
tional training to carry a con-
cealed pistol in schools and 
other places that currently are 
off-limits.
   “While we must vigilantly 
protect the rights of law-
abiding firearm owners, we 
also must ensure the right of 
designated public entities to 
exercise their best discretion 
in matters of safety and secu-
rity,” Snyder wrote in his veto 
letter to the legislature. “These 
public venues need clear legal 
authority to ban firearms on 
their premises if they see fit to 
do so.”
 However existing law still al-
lows weapons in plain sight to 
be brought into schools.
   “While the governor vetoed 
the gun legislation that was on 
his desk, the current law still 
allows a person with a CCW to 
‘open carry’ in a school build-
ings,” said Deputy Superinten-
dent Paul DeAngelis. “I find it 
extremely dangerous for a per-
son to possess a weapon in a 
school.” 
   Michigan Senator John Pap-
pageorge (R-Troy) voted in 
favor of the vetoed legislation 

back in November. 
   “The current law already al-
lows a licensee to carry open-
ly, meaning over their cloth-
ing, in places such as schools, 
churches or hospitals,” said 
Pappageorge in an email to 
the Highlander. “Many of my 
constituents are confused by 
the term “Pistol Free Zone” 
because the name implies that 
no weapons are allowed on the 
premises.”
   The new legislative session 
began last week. Pappageorge 
told the Highlander thus far 
it is not clear if the legislation 
will try a different version of 
the bill.
   “I was not surprised that 
[Snyder] would like further 
discourse on this particular 
issue although I disagree that 
it should keep this legislation 
from becoming law,” Pappa-
george said. “As he readily ad-
mits in his veto letter, the bill 
contains many wise and nec-
essary reforms.” 
   Government teacher Scott 
Craig does not think guns in 
schools will help stop someone 
who is determined to get in. 
   “I don’t think an armed 
guard would stop the shoot-
ing,” Craig said. 
   Seaholm has taken more 

safety precautions in order 
to keep students safer in the 
building. These include the 
locking of all doors, except the 
ones located in front of the 
main office and an increased 
number of hallway monitors. 
   The Oakland County Sheriff’s 
department and the homeland 
security division will be offer-
ing Oakland County teachers 
five sessions about how to re-
act in an active school-shoot-
ing situation. 
   “Active shooter situations 
are unpredictable and evolve 
quickly, which requires people 
on the scene to be prepared 
both mentally and physically 
while waiting for law enforce-
ment to arrive,” Oakland 
County Sheriff Mike Bouchard 
said in a statement. 
   According to the survey, 
future training should not 
include anything related 
to school officials handling 
weapons. 
   According to the survey, 83 
percent of respondents think 
police should be the only offi-
cials allowed to carry guns in 
schools. 
   “Heck no[teachers should 
not have guns]! I know some 
of my coworkers. Enough 
said,” Olsen said. 

Upcoming 
Events 

Monday, January 21
 No School for Students—
MLK Day

Tuesday, January 22
 Individual scheduling 
begins for juniors

Thursday, January 24     
Parent/Teacher Confer-

ences  4-7PM

Tuesday, January 29   
 8th Grade Curriculum 

Night  Auditorium  7PM

Photo By Adrian Toshiro Jara 

Junior Eliana Barwinski 
sang “America the Beautiful” 
at the MLK Assemby

Photo By Adrian Toshiro Jara
Erin Brown and Kendall Tamler address the school about 
volunteer opportunities at the MLK assembly on January 15. 

Photo By Taylor Wyllie

The increase in student absences is par-
tially due to the flu making its way around 
Seaholm. 

Forensics Team 
Competes Nationally

Photo Courtesy Of  Courtney Butler
Seven members of the Seaholm Forensics Team competed 
in a national tournament in Rowan County, Kentucky the 
weekend of January 4-6. This was the teams first national ex-
perience. Two of the team members, Kendall Hitch and Erin 
Blackwell placed in the top twelve in thier respective catego-
ries. The team will continue national competition this year.



SOS Talent Show Nears

Sumer Ghazala
Staff Writer
sghazala@seaholmhighlander.com

This year is the fifth anniversary of the 
SOS Talent Show. With returning acts and a 
simultaneous art show, the event has a lot to 
offer.
   Seaholm Offers Support group, SOS, is a 
student run organization that is there to help 
raise funds for anyone in need in the Seaholm 
Community.
   “We are hoping to raise up to five or six 
thousand dollars,” SOS Talent Show Coordi-
nator Soozan Mendel said. “With about 400 to 
500 audience members, the show has always 
helped out the community.”  
   Seaholm students have revealed themselves 
to have plenty of hidden skills in store for the 
talent show.
   Junior Ben McDermott, who has played 
varsity tennis all his three years at Seaholm, 
won first place in the talent show last year for 
singing.
   “I did the Derby talent show all three years 
and church choir as a kid,” McDermott said. 
“I’ve never taken lessons, I just practice in the 
car, shower, or at home.”
   This year’s talent show will also be featuring 
some fresh faces. 
   Junior Niko Bokos will be performing “You 
and I” by Ingrid Michaelson for his first 
Seaholm Talent Show. With Bokos on either a 

guitar or ukulele, sophomore Kara McInerny 
will be singing.  
   “We’re practicing and trying to memorize 
everything,” Bokos said, “that’s the hardest 
part I think.” 
   “I did the talent show last year,” McInerny 
said. “It was scary because I get really, really 
nervous. It’s like nerves, then I’m fine, then 
right when I finish I want to run off stage. But 
it’s so fun.”
   Bokos agreed.
   “I do get really nervous before I perform, but 
once I’m on stage it’s just fun,” Bokos said.
    The talent show hands out first, second, and 
third place prizes. The winners are decided by 
audience ballots.
    “First prize is usually about fifty dollars,” 
Mendel said, “and second and third are always 
something cool.”
   Juniors Charlie Burg and Casey Board have 
only recently been recognized as two no-
table performers in the Seaholm community. 
They’re ready to bring their folk style and mu-
sical talents onto the SOS Talent Show stage.
   “Casey and I are in our own kind of band,” 
Burg said. “We try to perform as much as we 
can and get gigs at different places.”
   Burg and Board practice by having playful 
jam sessions on the weekends.
   “We’re starting to write our own stuff,” Burg 
said, “a lot of folky, real foot-stomping type 
music.”
   Burg also has a good luck charm that he 

performs with. 
   “I have a pick with my name printed on it,” 
Burg said, “and it’s got the Mumford and Sons 
symbol on there and I’m a really big fan so I 
need to use that pick every time I play.”
   Some students are trying new things they’ve 
never done before. 
   Senior Eric Smith has performed in the tal-
ent show all his years at Seaholm, but never 
with a rock band. He is performing with fellow 
seniors Jack Parsons and Jon Genautis.
   “I’m doing piano and singing, Jack is on bass 
and Jon is on drums,” Smith said. “I’ve never 
done anything like this so I’m really excited.”
   Smith composes his own music. 
   “I’m playing a song I wrote this past sum-
mer,” Smith said. “I arranged parts for Jack 
and Jon.”
Unlike Burg, Smith hasn’t had much luck with 
good luck charms.
    Smith said, “My lucky underwear failed me 
one time, but I do like to look nice on stage. 
I also listen to rock music usually before and 
get really focused.”
    Junior Leah Lavigne is also coming back 
this year with a new idea. She is planning 
on performing with junior drummer Julia 
Wilkins and sophomore Lily Tamler who plays 
cello.
    “I’m trying to get other musicians up there,” 
Lavigne said. “It would be cool to work with 
other people since normally I’m a solo act.”
    Not only will students be performing, but 
staff members are welcome as well. 
    Seaholm’s Counseling Department has 
taken interest in the Talent Show every year 
since it first began.
    “Ever since it was announced we in coun-
seling decided we had to do it,” Seaholm 
Counselor Walter Romano said, “we just go 
up there act stupid and do something on the 
stage.”
    Walt Romano, along with Counselor Re-
becca Rossen, will be performing a musical 
piece.
    “Ms. Rossen will sing I’ll play the guitar,” 
Romano said, “probably some country song. I 
just make it up as I go, she’s the talent.”
     The Talent Show will be held February 13 
and auditions were held earlier this week. 
Results were not available before this issue 
went to press.
    The Seaholm community is preparing to 
make it a great event.

    “I love that the talent show is a safe thing,” 
Smith said, “because people will cheer crazy 
whether the act is great or not so great so it’s 
cool that it’s so accepting.”
    “If you don’t want to perform you’ve got to 
come see the show,” Romano said. “It’s amaz-
ing how much I’ve learned about people just 
by seeing them on stage with talents I never 

knew they had.” 

Inexperienced 
Drivers Face 
Penalties with Cell 
Phone Use

Molly Force
Student Life Editor 
mforce@seaholmhighlander.com

   Inexperienced drivers across Michigan will 
be banned from using their cell phones while 
driving starting in March of this year. Gov. 
Rick Snyder signed the bill, also known as 
“Kelsey’s Law” last Tuesday, January 8.
   The law is named after Kelsey Raffaele of 
Sault Ste. Marie, who was only 17 when she 
was using her cell phone while driving one day 
and was killed in an automobile crash in 2010. 
Kelsey’s mother, Bonnie Raffaele, pushed for 
the law to come into effect in her memory.
   In a January 9 article in the Detroit Free 
Press, Raffaele said, “I know that Kelsey is 
up in heaven just clapping and screaming for 
joy over this because of the lives that can be 
saved.”
  Senate Bill 756, sponsored by state Sen. 
Howard Walker, R-Traverse City, only applies 
to drivers with a Level 1 license, or a permit, 
who can’t drive unaccompanied, and those 
with a Level 2 license, who has restrictions on 
when they can drive and how many passen-
gers they can carry. Most young drivers have a 
Level 1 or 2 license.   
    The only exceptions to this act is if individu-
als are talking on a cell phone because they 
are reporting  a traffic hazard, medical emer-
gency, or serious road hazard; a situation in 
which the person believes his or her safety is 
in jeopardy; or a crime against another person 
that has occurred or seems likely to occur. 
Also, if the use of voice operated systems are 
integrated in their vehicle (“hands-free” sync 
capabilities), young drivers may use their 
phone.
   "This law means a lot to me, both as gover-
nor and as a parent of a young person who is 
learning to drive," Snyder said in an article 
on his website. "I appreciate the efforts of 
Kelsey's mother, Bonnie, and family who 
have worked tirelessly to get the message out 
about the dangers of distracted driving. We 
should be doing everything we can to make 
sure beginning drivers are focused on learning 
how to drive. I believe this law will help them 
gain that experience while reinforcing their 
responsibilities behind the wheel."
   Seaholm student Stephen Grobbel is a soph-
omore and has his Level 1 license. He agrees 
with the law and believes it will be beneficial 
to teens in Michigan.
   “It’s reasonable because it wouldn’t make 
sense to have kids learning how to drive be 
distracted with their phones,” Grobbel said.
  Junior Hannah King, who has her Level 2 
license, feels similarly.
  “I understand a ban from texting, and I think 
that should be a universal law, not just for 
teens. But using hands free calling is totally 
safe, and I use it all the time,” she said. “So I 
think that would be dumb to have banned.”
  In light of the new law, police officers in the 
area will be looking for younger teens talking 
on their phone, according to Detective Jerry 
Hall from the Birmingham Police Depart-
ment. The penalty for getting caught using a 
cell phone will be a possible $100 fine and a 
suspension or revocation of license.
   “For the new young driver there are so many 
distractions out there and keeping your eye on 
the road is the main thing. The younger the 
driver, the more accidents they get into,” Hall 
said. “The best thing for them to do is obvi-
ously just to keep paying attention to what 
they are doing and keep driving. Whether it’s 
turning their phone off when they’re driving 
or, depending on what kind of car they have, 
they may have something where they can talk 
and drive at the same time through the speak-
ers on their car, which is safer.”
  Hall, like Snyder, is also a parent of a newer 
driver and is even more conscious of this new 
law.
    “I have a 19 year old daughter that has a 
Ford Fiesta that has the In-Sync on there so 
she doesn’t have to pick her phone up to do 
any talking.  She can just talk through the 
radio system.”
  Even though this law, a ban of using a cell 
phone entirely, is only enacted on beginning 
drivers, all drivers in the state of Michigan are 
banned from texting and operating a motor 
vehicle at the same time. Michigan adopted 
the statewide ban on texting-while-driving in 
2010.
“Picking up a phone is literally more distract-
ing than somebody who is drunk driving,” said 
Hall. “There are more accidents caused by 
somebody using their cell phone than drunk 
driving accidents in the United States.”
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Photo By Adrian Toshiro Jara
Senior Olivia Bryant and freshman Alex Pederson, audition for the 2013 talent show. Audi-
tions were held Monday, January 14 through Wednesday , January 16.



When that sneezing feeling 
starts, run for the tissue box.  
Tissues are the most sanitary 
object to sneeze into and, when 
thrown away right away, don’t 
infect anyone else.  If there are 
no tissues insight sneeze into 

your elbow.
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Preemptive Admin
Measures Entirely 
Called For

Connor Park
Community Editor
cpark@seaholmhighlander.com

   It certainly came as no sur-
prise to me that people aren’t 
taking the locked doors policy 
very well.
   I will not pretend that this 

is the first case 
of negative stu-
dent reaction 
to unpopular 
administrative 
decisions.   In 
the past, I’ve 
taken sides 

with those opposed to the 
changes.  Other decisions, 
such as the alphabetization 
of locker assignments or the 
heavy alterations to multiple 
school dances, have not sat 
well with the student body.   
Of course, the recent decision 
to begin locking all but the 
main Lincoln road entrances 
is no exception.  Students 
bemoaned the fact that they 
would have some extra walk-
ing to do in the event that they 
are late, and questioned why 
such a change should be intro-
duced.  
   We are all aware of the De-
cember 14th tragedy in New-
town, Connecticut, and yet 
students will 
still turn their 
noses at the 
locked doors, 
while arguing 
that it’s a point-
less change 
that will not aid 
Seaholm’s secu-
rity.  They say 
that it’s simply 
a knee-jerk reaction with no 
long-term benefits, and that 
administrators are only doing 
it to make themselves look like 
they care.
   This demonstrates a lack of 
understanding of the sheer 
complexity of the situation.  
Believe it or not, it boils down 
to a lot more than having to 
walk a few minutes around 
to the front entrance of the 
building.  When it comes to 
school security, there is no 
such thing as wasted effort.  
These are just the beginning 
stages of changes that seem 
inevitable – changes that will 
affect schools the nation over, 
including Seaholm.  
   The undeniable truth is that 
a tragedy such as the Sandy 
Hook shooting requires im-
mediate national attention.  
We saw this in 1999 with the 
Columbine High School mas-
sacre and in 2007 with the 
Virginia Tech shooting, the 
deadliest school shooting in 
United States history.  How-
ever, national attention is slow 
to yield the result that par-
ents and teachers desire: the 
knowledge that students are 
safe in school.  Already, the 
debates regarding gun control 
and school security have ig-
nited once more, but schools 
must take it upon themselves 
to take small measures un-
til such time as a large-scale 
change comes along.
   There is a reason behind 
this responsibility.  Seaholm 
Principal Dee Lancaster noted 

massacres in schools have an 
almost cyclical nature.  Lan-
caster pointed out that after 
the 1999 Columbine massacre, 
there were much more severe 
short-term changes made 
within the state of Colorado 
and across the nation.  As time 
passed, security loosened as 
teachers and parents across 
the nation felt safe.  Another 
school shooting occurs, and 
then the cycle repeats.  The 
purpose of instating a locked-
doors policy is to ward off this 
cycle by breaking the period of 
relaxed security. 
   Locked doors can indeed go a 
long way, which is something 
that many don’t appreciate.  
One particularly overlooked 
benefit is the psychological 
implication that comes with 
locked doors.  Even knowing 
that a step this small is be-
ing taken allows parents to 
breathe a huge sigh of relief, 
because it signals to them that 
the school is interested in pro-
tecting its students.  For the 
same reason, it may provide 
additional deterrent from po-
tential attackers.  
   Psychology is recognized 
across the world as a legiti-
mate anti-crime tactic.  Ac-

cording to the Seattle Times, 
in Tokyo and Glasgow, studies 
have shown that switching to 
blue-colored lights in subway 
stations and city landscaping 
has proven effective in reduc-
ing suicide and crime rates, 
with crime dropping as much 
as 9% in blue-lit areas.   At the 
same time, you have the non-
psychological benefits of lock-
ing the doors.  It is true that a 
potential attacker would likely 
know which door is currently 
unlocked, but the argument 
cannot be hand-waved away 
here.  A potential attacker’s 
options include either break-
ing through a locked door or 
going through the front door, 
situated right in front of the 
main office.  Either way, he is 
alerting a large group of peo-
ple to his presence which can 
prove critical in the effort to 
save lives.
   All in all, that sounds like a 
pretty good deal.  Sure, I get 
annoyed when I have to trek 
around to the front of the 
building because some jerk cut 
me off on the way back from 
lunch and I was late because of 
it.  When that happens, I curse 
the day that the doors were 
ever locked in the first place.
   And then after a simple re-
ality check, I realize that it’s 
simply better to be safe than 
it is to be sorry.  This change 
is for the better.  We will have 
to make some small sacrifices, 
but no price is too great to pay 
for even a minor increase in 
security.

Admin Reaction to 
Sandy Hook Shooting 
is Not Effective 

Taylor Wyllie
Managing Print Editor
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

   In 2009 I walked the halls of 
Seaholm High School for the 
first time. 
   Since then, I’ve impossibly 
tripped up the B-hall stair-

case, had my 
day ruined 
by acciden-
tally walking 
through the 
s u p p o s e d 
“ c u r s e d ” 
door by the 

student parking lot and have, 
of course, made the mistake 
of walking into the boy’s bath-
room when it’s too early for 
my brain to function. Over 
the course of these past four 
years, and countless awkward 
moments, Seaholm has truly 
become my second home. As 
such, I want to come to school 
each morning, groggy, maybe 
a bit disgruntled, but feeling 
safe.
   The heart-breaking events 
that happened in Connecti-
cut Friday, December 14 have 
made me seriously question 
the security of my school. 
When I arrived at Seaholm 
the following Monday, I 
waited anxiously for an ad-
ministrator to acknowledge 
and address the unbelievably 
tragic shooting that’d hap-
pened. Sure enough, not too 
long into first hour, Principal 
Dee Lancaster’s voice came 
over the PA system. The an-
nouncement lasted mere 
minutes and in it, she reas-
sured Seaholm students and 
staff that they’ll be making 
safety a priority from here 
on out. They’ll be doing this, 
she said, by locking the doors 
to all entrances, save for the 
main one located at the front 
of the building. 
   I sat in a stunned silence. 
I couldn’t help but feeling 
disappointed in Lancaster’s 
solution.  The idea that lock-
ing the doors is supposed to 
comfort me and the rest of 
the students at Seaholm is, 
frankly, laughable.  Locking 
doors isn’t a solution. This is 
an action to make Seaholm 
look like it’s doing something, 
in light of this devastating 
tragedy, and, honestly, it’s in-
effective.  
   According to usatoday.
com, eight of the 10 deadliest 
school shootings in the past 
50 years have been commit-
ted by a student who attend-
ed that school. It’s most likely 
then, that the perpetrator of 
a school shooting would be 
a student who knows the in-
ner workings of our school, a 
student who knows the front 
doors are kept un-locked and 
a student who knows the 
times when the pool doors 
are open. Locking most of 
Seaholm’s entrances will 
prevent this type of shoot-
ing the same way diet pop in 
the vending machines pre-
vents an obesity epidemic at 
Seaholm. 
   Even if the shooting is an 
outlier, like the Sandy Hook 
Elementary shooting, and 

the crime is committed by a 
stranger to the school, locked 
doors won’t do a thing.  Ac-
cording to CNN.com, Adam 
Lanza, the shooter in this case, 
used a gun to “literally shoot 
an entrance into the [locked] 
building.” A person who wants 
to shoot up a school doesn’t 
care if they make an entrance, 
in fact, according to sociolo-
gist Katherine Newman in the 
article “The Social Roots of 
School Shootings” from the 
Washington Post, that’s what 
they want. Additionally, New-
man said “better security sys-
tems wouldn’t have worked [in 
most school shootings].” 
   There is a possibility that 
an additional security mea-
sure will be taken at the start 
of next school year. Lancaster 
said she has started working 
with local police to install a 
buzzer system on the doors of 
Seaholm’s main entrance. The 
secretary will have to make eye 
contact with the person look-
ing to get in, and press a but-
ton for the doors to open. 
  This isn’t a solution. Security 
systems like the one Lancaster 
hopes to install don’t work. 
If the perpetrator of a poten-
tial shooting is a student, the 
secretary will likely buzz them 
in. If they’re acting outwardly 
dangerous, or if the perpetra-
tor is not a student, a buzzer 
system won’t prevent the as-
sailant from forcing their way 
in.
  By shooting out a window, 
Adam Lanza took just min-
utes to get into Sandy Hook 
Elementary School and com-
mit his terrible act of violence, 
according to cnn.com. Their 
buzzer system, like the one in 
the works for Seaholm, didn’t 
even make him flinch. 
   On that Monday following 
the Sandy Hook Elementary 
shooting, I was hoping for 
more from the administra-
tion. I was hoping for a larger 
amount of time allotted to 
discuss what had happened, 
and for a more open forum 
between the staff and stu-
dents and the administrators. 
I want the best for my school, 
my second home, and locking 
the pool doors isn’t it. Luckily, 
there’s still more time to find 
out what is. 
   What Seaholm could’ve 
done, and can still do, is start a 
conversation. Hold an assem-
bly and talk about what hap-
pened in Connecticut.  Lead 
discussions on gun control 
and mental illness. Talk about 
the signs to look for in a per-
son who’s most likely to shoot 
up a school, or what to do if 
a student overhears another 
talking about possible violent 
plans. Have more days like 
Challenge Day, which I believe 
can help prevent school shoot-
ings, as everyone is made to 
feel like they’re valid. 
   Finally, let students, teach-
ers and community members 
voice their thoughts. Ask them 
what would make them feel 
safe. I promise Seaholm stu-
dents and staff members have 
an opinion and Seaholm stu-
dents and staff members care. 
All you have to do is ask.

   High school students spend their entire junior year, and a 
good part of senior year, studying and testing and applying and 
stressing, aiming to get into elite universities around the coun-
try.  They are taught that good grades and high scores on stan-
dardized tests equal admission to a better college, which equals 
a better job later in life.
   But what if this isn’t true?
   “The determining factor in most cases on getting a job after 
you go to college and get your degree is: what did you do per-
sonally to make your college experience?” Seaholm counselor 
Toby Loukmas said.
   So, if all that really matters (as far as a getting hired post-grad 
goes) is what students make of their own unique college expe-
riences, is all of the pressure placed on college entrance really 
necessary?  Could they be spared some of this stress, if where 
they go doesn’t matter as much as what they do once they get 
there?
   “I was in HR before I worked in counseling, and I hired people 
all the time,” Loukmas said, “and I never hired someone based 
on where they went to school.”
   Obviously, too much pressure is placed on students, by the 
school, by their parents, to get into a big-name college. 
   It seems that, instead of going prematurely grey over ACT 
scores and college admissions essays, high school students 
should set aside the notion that they must get into a top school 
and simply focus on going to a college that they can make the 
most of. 
   “Be a leader, make a difference,” Seaholm and University of 
Michigan graduate Jordan Kristopik said, “It's more impres-
sive to be a self-starter than it is to get an A in Calc 2.”

It’s Your YOUniversity
Staff Editorial

                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                           

Man on the Street:
Would armed officers make you feel more 
comfortable at school?

“No, because bad things 
can happen regardless ”  

-Sophomore Karin Foss

“More secure probably!”  
-Junior Francisco Lima 

“No, because I already feel 
very safe here and I think 
the precautions already 
taken are extreme.”  

-Senior 
Mallory Wilberding

Seaholm’s New Safety Measures

5 Things You Need to Know: How to Stay Healthy This Flu Season

POINT: COUNTER-POINT: 

Content by Meghan Flynn

The undeniable truth is 
that a tragedy such as 

the Sandy Hook shooting 
requires national 

attention.

“Yes.”  
-Freshman Jon Oen

“No, because if someone 
wants to bring in a gun, 
they’re gonna find a way 
to do it.”  

-Junior Lucy Mastellar
“No, because I’m  afraid of 
the police, I don’t like the 
police.”
 -Junior Sam Jones

Graphics by Ben Bishop
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While the average Seaholm 
senior is finalizing their col-
lege plans for next year and 
trying to find a roommate, se-
nior Emily Potter will be doing 
things a little bit differently. 
   Instead of taking off for col-
lege in August like most of 
her classmates, Potter will 
be leaving home in June for 
a nine month mission trip 
through Youth With A Mis-
sion (YWAM), beginning with 
three months in Newcastle, 
Australia. 
   YWAM is a Christian inter-
national volunteer movement 
group that sends teenagers 
all over the world for mission 
work. 
   “Our purpose is simply to 
know God and make Him 
known,” the mission state-
ment on the YWAM website 
said.
   From there she will be sent to 
another two locations, which 
are currently unknown. 

   “I decided to go on a long 
term mission trip so in July 
I am leaving for Australia for 
three months and then I am 
going to two other continents 
for three months,” Potter said. 
   When Potter gets back after 
her mission trip, she plans to 
start college as a freshman. 
   “Whenever I get back I will 
decide whatever I want to do 
with my life and if I want to 
continue to do mis-
sion type work,” Potter 
said.  “I want to be on 
the streets with people. 
I don’t want to be in an 
office.” 
   Volunteering and 
helping others was 
something that began 
for her at the beginning 
of her freshman year. 
She was brought down 
to Detroit by her youth 
group leader at Woodside 
Bible Church, for a week-long 
mission trip. 
   “I was introduced to Detroit 
by my small group (youth 
group) leader,” Potter said. 
“We did work in the commu-
nity and meet people.” 
   Potter’s inspiration to begin 
her work in Detroit came from 
her church. However, now 
Potter’s work is done based on 
her own planning and arrang-
ing. 
   Every Thursday, after a long 
day of sitting through school, 
Potter makes the 35-minute 
drive down to the Grand Blvd. 
and Linwood. And then again 
on Saturday she makes the 
same trip. 
   “Every Saturday they have 

this community barbeque, 
rain or snow, they always have 
it. And it is where a lot of the 
homeless come to eat,” Potter 
said. “I have met a lot of peo-
ple through that.” 
   Potter said this has nev-
er been something she was 
forced or made to do, simply 
something she wanted to do. 
She has a passion and drive 
for helping others. 

   “My favorite part of Detroit 
is helping people realize that 
they have a purpose and are 
loved,” Potter said. “[There 
is] so much beauty in people 
who are looked down upon 
because of their lifestyle.” 
   Abby Nummer, long time 
friend of Potter’s, has always 
been inspired by the work that 
she does. 
   “Emily is super positive and 
she really cares about people,” 
Nummer said. “She is so good 
at throwing out stereotypes 
and focusing on the good in 
everyone.”
   Early on in her work in De-
troit, Potter was introduced 
to a woman by the name of 
Cordette Grantling. She works 
with young mothers who are 

pregnant and then adopts the 
child to raise them in a safe 
and stable home. 
   “She makes relationships 
with young moms so by the 
time they are ready to give 
birth they hand their child 
over to Cordette for her to 
adopt,” Potter said. “She has 
three kids living in her house 
right now that are the ages of 
five, 13 and 15.” 
   Potter’s typical interactions 
with Grantling include tutor-
ing and playing with her kids. 
   “She is a wonderful person to 
get to know,” Grantling said. 
“When she first came here the 
first day the children fell in 
love with her. She leaves an 
overwhelming excitement. It’s 
the spirit she leaves with you 
of how to love.” 
   Potter has also put together a 
number of fundraisers to ben-
efit Grantling’s kids as well as 
other underprivileged kids in 
Detroit. 
   “She brought me so many 
clothes and food. She goes out 
and gets things from people 
and them brings it to people 
that are less fortunate. I mean 
she loads her car up and now 
she is coming out and doing 
tutoring with my children and 
children in the community,” 
Grantling said. 
   Potter doesn’t think of her 
work as “community service,” 
she is simply doing what she 
loves. 
   “I do what I do because I have 
a crazy love for people,” Potter 
said. “And it’s what gives me 
pure and real joy.” 

Photo Courtesy Of Emily Potter
Emily Potter [center, in blue] sits with a group of young children in Detroit. Potter’s love for helping those in need has 
changed her plans for after she graduates.

Kelsey McClear
Editor-in-Chief
kmcclear@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior’s Passion Benefits 
Local Children in Need

She is so good at throwing 
out stereotypes and 

focusing on the good in 
everyone. 

- Abby Nummer,
Potter’s friend

The Dance that Never was: 
“City of Lights” Cancelled 

Claire Denison
Staff Writer
cdenison@seaholmhighlander.com

   This year’s winter formal was 
not just less than successful, 
it was nonexistent. The lack 
of enthusiasm from Seaholm 
High School students left the 
plans of the sophomore-run 
dance in the shadows.
   Despite the efforts of the 
sophomore class presidents 
Kara McInerney and Emily 
Weiss as well as sophomore 
class representative teacher 
Maribeth Ruedisueli, tickets 
did not sell which prevented 
the dance from happening.
   “We’re not going to put on a 
dance for only 21 people, who 
are probably going to leave 
within an hour,” Principal Dee 
Lancaster said.
   The lack of attendance was 
the main problem that was 
facing the dance’s future. 
Wednesday, January 9, just 
two days before the dance, 
only 21 tickets had been sold. 

   “The winter dance is a fund-
raiser for the prom,” Lan-
caster said. “We need at least 
$1200 to break even, we’ve 
only raised $210, and it just 
doesn’t seem worth it to me.”
   The dances that are held 
leading up to prom pay for a 
big part of it.
   “The dance being cancelled 
will affect the ticket prices of 
prom,” Lancaster said. “Now 
they are $60 for a ticket and 
because of the dance being 
cancelled the ticket prices will 
go up.”
   Last year, Lancaster began 
to enforce the already existing 
rules of how students need to 
conduct themselves during a 
dance.
   “Do I think that the amount 
of tickets sold is a response 
to my rule changes? Yes, that 
could be, but I think the new 
rules are necessary,” said Lan-
caster.
   Lancaster’s rule to prevent 
inappropriate dancing has 
been known as her “face to 

 I stare at the light fixture 
in my kitchen. Its synthetic 
glow relaxes me as I prepare 
to brave the horrors awaiting 
me outside. I reach for the 
door, pull it open, and stum-
ble outside. The air immedi-
ately hits me, and I involun-
tarily shiver.
   My hands are bare so I can 
lock the door behind me. I 
fumble with the key to get it 
into the lock, but the frigid 
wind stiffens my hand, and 
I barely manage to insert it. 
Using the radiant, almost 
mystic, shine coming from 
the porch light, I slip my dig-
its into relative warmth. But 
alas, my journey has only be-
gun.
   Now that I’m fully bundled 
up, I slowly make my way 
down the ice-covered stairs 
down the porch. It is a mirac-
ulous feat that I do not end up 
plummeting to my doom as I 
descend to the cold, unrelent-
ing gravel. As usual, however, 
the snow falling from the sky 
gets caught inside my cloth-
ing.
   With fresh snow in my shoe 
and disgust for the day, I 
make my way down the side-
walk. It is pitch black outside, 
except for the beacons of 
sight provided by the bustling 
automobiles. The snow re-
flects the light every now and 
again, giving me a heading on 
my route.
   I can no longer feel my fin-
gers or toes and the snow 
and ice caught in my clothes 
melts, taking my body heat 
away. I am now wet, but I 
must hurry; the large, met-
al bus will not wait for me 
should I fall behind. So I pick 
up my pace despite the dan-
gers of the tundra in which I 
find myself thrust.
   That is my biggest mistake. 
The dreaded and most feared 
obstacle waits silently for me 
to rush: the black ice that 
conceals itself on the roads 
and sidewalks. As soon as I 
accelerate, I lose my footing 
and find myself cascading 
downwards and forwards to 

my apparent doom.
   By the sheer will of survival, 
I do not hit the jagged ground 
but I am thrown off my task. 
This slows down my progress. 
The realization hits me that 
I must catch the bus before I 
am late to school. I continue 
my trek to warmth. I watch 
the frozen concrete intensely 
as I jog to the bus stop. I do 
not slip. I do not slow down. I 
rush in leaps and bounds over 
piles of snow and frozen ob-
stacles.
   I see the red, octagonal post, 
letting me know that my trip 
is all but completed. Hope 
fills me with pseudo-heat and 
I run to it. I stand near the 
sign and sigh a breath of re-
lief. My breath is easily visible 
and forms a large, soon-to-be-
dissipated cloud. I am still so 
cold.
   I see headlights. The bus 
pulls up to me, but my excite-
ment is quenched when it is 
revealed to be but a passing 
car. I begin to hate the driver 
and his machine. But now, in 
the cold and snow and ice and 
death, I see the actual bus.
   Everyone at the bus stop 
shuffles forward in anticipa-
tion as the giant ride to life is 
about to commence. I stomp 
through the snow as I ap-
proach the finish. As I board 
the bus, I murmur a greeting 
to the driver and I plop myself 
on the cold seat. 
   There is an odd sense of rela-
tive heat as I drift into a stu-
por that only comes from be-
ing in the cold for an extended 
amount of time. This entire 
journey is only the start of my 
day, for school is right around 
the corner. I have travelled 
approximately 0.45 miles, 
taking me about eight min-
utes. And a sense of cosmic 
dread fills me as I know that 
I will have to repeat this jour-
ney five times a week as long 
as winter persists.

Luke Sperling
Staff Writer
lsperling@seaholmhighlander.com

face and leave some space,” 
rule.   
   However, according to some 
students, the rule changes 
were not the only reason 
Seaholm High School stu-
dents opted out of attending 
the winter formal. 
   “I was never going to go to 
the dance,” sophomore Ju-
lia Demko said. “It just never 
seemed that fun to me.” 
   Another deterrent was the 
lack of people attending.
   “When I asked people if they 
were going to the dance most 
of the responses were them 
saying they were not going,” 
senior Patrick Blair said. “I’m 
not about to go to a dance 
when only a handful of people 
are going to be there”.
   Sophomore Gabby Seguin 
agrees.
   “I think it would have been 
fun, had more people been 
going,” Seguin said. “I didn’t 
want to go to a dance that no 
one was going to.”

To Catch a Bus: One 
Student’s Journey
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Troy Reaches New Heights
Caroline Filips
Staff Writer
cfilips@seaholmhighlander.com

   Troy’s new trampoline game 
park, Airtime, has visitors 
bouncing off the walls- liter-
ally.  
   Since the park’s opening in 
late October, it has been ex-
tremely successful, according 
to owner Pam Wannemacher.  
   “We’ve been gaining mo-
mentum,” said Wannemacher, 
whose park is located at 662 
East Big Beaver Road.  “We 
haven’t done any advertis-
ing at this point, it’s all been 
through social media and 
through our Facebook page.”
   So what exactly is the attrac-
tion of Airtime?  
   “It’s interlocking trampo-
lines, wall to wall, and the 
walls are trampolines so you 
can bounce off the walls,” said 
Wannemacher.  “We have two 
dodge ball courts, our slam-
dunk basketball courts, and 
mosh pit.”
   The game park caters to all 
age groups and has open jump 
areas designated by age.
   “We have our tweeter court 
for ages seven and under, our 
high-fidelity court for ages 
eight to 13, and our distortion 
court for ages 14 and up,” said 
Wannemacher.  “We actually 
had a gentleman book his 33rd 
birthday party here.”
   Airtime has also gained pop-
ularity among Seaholm stu-
dents.
   “Airtime is a pretty cool place 
to jump,” said sophomore Alex 
Crump.  “I recommend wear-
ing short sleeves because it’s 
really hot and intense.”
   Senior Molly Blank had 
mixed feelings about the park.
   “It’s awesome! It’s a lot of 
fun,” said Blank.  “It’s just re-
ally chaotic, there’s so many 
kids running around.”
   Although Wannemacher said 
the park is safe, health officials 
say jumpers risk injury.
   According to Beaumont or-
thopedic resident physician 
Gearin Green, injuries from 
trampoline use are fairly com-
mon.  
   “We see a trampoline injury 

College
Cont. from page 1

Photo by Madeline Tew
Airtime, located in Troy, is the new local spot to get your bounce on.

almost every day,” said Green.
   Green did not attribute any 
of the injuries directly to Air-
time, but spoke to the High-
lander about the nature of 
trampoline injuries.  
   “The most common injury 
we’ve seen so far has been 
fractures.  These happen 
when a person lands on an 
outstretched hand or arm,” 
said Green.  “Second would be 
ankle fractures and these usu-
ally occur when two people are 
jumping together.  We have 
seen dislocated ankles, bro-
ken wrists, neck fractures, and 
concussions from trampoline 
accidents.”
   In order to prevent injuries, 
Green advises jumping only 
one person at a time, because 
most patients report being 
bumped while in the air prior 
to injury.  
   Still, Wannemacher is confi-
dent that Airtime is a safe en-
vironment.  
    “In terms of what we do to 
prevent injury, we have the 
way the park is designed,” said 

Wannemacher.  “It’s not like 
a home trampoline where the 
springs are exposed or you 
could fall off.”
   Wannemacher stated that 
the floors leading up to the 
trampolines, the springs, and 
the walls are all padded.  
   It is required that all first-
time jumpers under the age of 
18 must have a waiver signed 
by their parent or legal guard-
ian, as stated by Airtime’s 
website.  
   “We also have a bunch of 
safety rules in place that we 
go over with all of our jump-
ers before they jump.  Things 
like don’t push your neighbor, 
and only one person per tram-
poline,” said Wannemacher.  
“We also have court monitors 
on staff, pretty much like our 
lifeguards.  They make sure 
everybody is paying attention 
to the rules and is being safe.”
   According to Wannemach-
er, very few injuries have oc-
curred at Airtime.  
   “Most have been sprained 
ankles or things like that, it’s 

usually not if somebody is do-
ing something wrong, it’s usu-
ally things like landing on your 
ankle funny.”
   Airtime is also mindful to-
wards the high school crowd.  
   “On Friday nights we have 
what we call our A/T Revolu-
tions,” said Wannemacher.  
“It’s two hours from nine to 
11, and it’s $18.  You can jump 
and get two slices of pizza and 
a drink.”
   Another teen event hosted by 
Airtime is on Saturday nights. 
   “It’s our A/T Encore, and 
that’s from 10-12,” said 
Wannemacher.  “It’s the same 
price, $18 for two hours.  It’s a 
blast.”  The event is only avail-
able to ages 16 and older.  
   Both A/T Revolution and 
A/T Encore include Grammy 
Award-winning music pro-
ducer DJ Head, Airtime’s in-
house DJ.  
   “It’s a great energy”, said 
Wannemacher.  “It’s a lot of 
fun.”

   Seaholm Career Counselor 
Judith Stahl said that it is 
difficult to track how much 
students make as a result of 
the college they attended, but 
that earnings are more based 
on their major. However, 
Loukmas said that a common 
misperception is that stu-
dents feel that they can rely 
on the name of their college 
to help them succeed outside 
of school in internship and job 
opportunities. 
   “You are not going to be hired 
because you have a degree 

from X school, you have to be 
good in the interview, among 
other things,” Loukmas said. 
   Loukmas also believes it is 
a mistake to think that once 
a student is admitted to a 
high profile college, the work 
is over. She said a lot of what 
factors in to your career place-
ment after college is how well 
students do in class and in out 
of school activities. 
   “You can’t sit back and let 
the name of the college be the 
thing you fall back on,” Louk-
mas said. 

40% of Seaholm students said 
they would or already have pur-
chased a Starbucks reusable cup.

40% of students who plan 
to buy a reusable cup say they will 
do so to save money. 

60% of Seaholm students 
who plan to buy a reusable cup 
will do so for environmental 
reasons. 

$1 is the cost of one reus-
able cup.

*percentages from a Highlander survey 

10 uses and the cup will 
pay for itself.

Starbucks Introduces 
Reusable Cups

Seaholm Recognizes 
Trasks 18th Birthday

Photo By Madeline Tew
Seven Seaholm students demonstrate their support for Trask 

by wearing “Team Collin” t-shirts on his 18th birthday.

   On Wednesday Janu-
ary 16, Seaholm students 
celebrated senior Collin 
Trask’s 18 birthday. They 
did so by wearing “Team 
Collin” t-shirts, other 
maple gear and by sign-

ing cards located in the 
main hallway. Trask 
had been diagnosed 
with meduloblastoma 
in his brain in 2007, 
and as of January 16 is 
on hospice care. 

Photo by Sumer Ghazala
The Seaholm community 
shows its support for Trask 
by signing large cards wish-
ing him a happy 18th birth-
day.

Photo by Johnny Mullen
Seniors Paige Russell and 
Nicole Steltenkamp pose, 
wearing their “Team Collin” 
t-shirts.



Paige Neuenfeldt Named 
ACC Freshman of the Year

Esther Seawell
Staff Writer
eseawell@seaholmhighlander.com

   When Paige Neuenfeldt committed to Uni-
versity of North Carolina for volleyball at the 
beginning of junior year, she hoped to have 
a bright future. However, she didn’t know it 
would include being named Freshman of the 
Year for the Atlantic Coast Conference (ACC).
   “I didn’t know if I would be getting play time 
at the beginning or anything,” Paige Neuen-
feldt, a middle blocker, said. “So to just come 
out of the season with an ACC Freshman of 
the Year award is amazing. It’s so humbling.”
   Paige Neuenfeldt was a leader in attacks, 
coming in fourth for her team overall.
   “She’s done so much better than we ever 
expected her to,”sister and Seaholm varsity 
volleyball player Erin Neuenfeldt said. “We 
were hoping she’d start, and then she blew 
everybody away. That Freshman of the Year 
award is just crazy.”
   After earning ACC Freshman of the Week 
six times this season, it was evident that Paige 
Neuenfeldt had a good shot at getting the 
award.
   “It goes to the person who has the best 
performance that weekend,” Paige Neuenfeldt 
said.“Based on that, I had an idea I might be 
getting Freshman of the Year, so it wasn’t a 
complete surprise but it was still pretty cool. 
Consistent high play was definitely a factor 
that went into it.”
   With a good year so far on and off the court, 
it seems UNC is the right fit for her.
   “UNC was definitely the right choice for her. 
She’s had a great year and it’s just going to 
get better,” senior Claire Meads, Neuenfeldt’s 
former teammate said.
   “I couldn’t be happier with my choice,” Paige 
Neuenfeldt said. “I love my team, I love my 
coaches, I love the volleyball program and the 
school in itself is amazing.” 
   The adjustment from high school to college 
isn’t always easy, but Seaholm helped set her 
up for success for both academic and athletic 
life.
   “I’m prepared but it’s still challenging,” 

Neuenfeldt said. “Life as a student athlete is 
never easy. Things haven’t changed, that was 
kind of my life in high school anyway. I had 
an easy transition definitely. There was really 
great senior leadership, on the court espe-
cially.” 
   On the court, her best mental traits are en-
ergy, work ethic, and passion. 
   “She’s really passionate about the game, 
she knows what she wants to do and how to 
execute it,” Meads said.
   With these kinds of traits, it’s no wonder 
that she’s a role model to her younger sister 
Erin and other volleyball players.
   “I’ve always looked up to her.” Erin Neuen-
feldt said.“She’s taught me so much and I love 
playing with her. It’s great having all high 
school to look up to her. When we played high 
school together, we’d all be on the court and 
she’d tell me ‘Come on Erin you can do better 
than that.’  She pushed me more than any-
body.”
   Paige’s athleticism, height, and speed are the 
strongest parts of her game and they give her 
a clear edge on competition.
   “My attacking is my strongest suit,” Paige 
Neuenfeldt said. “I definitely use my speed to 
my advantage.”
   “She’s tall, so she’s got a lot of blocking skills 
and she can hit it really hard,” Meads said.
   Some of her favorite athletic memories 
include beating both Florida State and Miami 
at home in one weekend. This moved the team 
from tied for 3rd to tied for 1st. Her best game  
was the last game verses Iowa State, in which 
she had a career high 17 kills and 4 blocks.
   “I have to give a big thanks to my team-
mates too for everything,” Paige Neuenfeldt 
said.“We all fit in very well. It’s everything you 
want your team to be.”
   After the end of her first college semester, it 
looks like this is just the beginning for Neuen-
feldt.
   “I think she has a really bright future just 
because she’s so good at such a young age,” 
Meads said. “She’s got a lot of potential and 
she can fulfill it.”

Falcons (1-5) Steal 56-55 
Win Over Maples (7-1) 
Reed Powers
Staff Writer
rpowers@seaholmhighlander.com

The Seaholm Maples Boys’ Basketball team’s 
six game win streak came to an end January 
8 against the 1-5 Groves Falcons 56-55. The 
game was decided in the last two minutes 
when the lead continuously switched between 
teams. 
      The game started out slow for the Maples, 
falling behind 12-4 early in the first quarter. 
The Falcons kept that steady lead deep into 
the game, finishing the third quarter 41-36.
   Seaholm finally started to catch fire af-
ter a crowd-pleasing, wide-open Paris Bass 
dunk with 1:23 left in the third quarter with 
Seaholm closing in on the leading Falcons 
38-30.
   “When he dunks, he (Bass) sends out a river 
of joy,” junior guard Matt Almeranti said.
   In the fourth and final quarter, senior guard 
Bass led the team on a 13-0 comeback that 
gave the Maples a 46-44 lead with 4:40 left in 
the game. 
      With 2:30 left in the game, the score was 
tied at 49. The game went back and forth un-
til, with 24 seconds left in the game, a Maple 
turnover left the team with no choice but to 
foul, forcing a game-winning free throw for 
the Falcons, shot by Emmanuel Thomas.

   The leading 
scorers for 
the Maples 
were senior 
guard Paris 
Bass with 33 
points, and 
senior guard 
Brett Hough-
ton with 
eight points. 
   The Maples 
came into the 
game with an 
undefeated 
record and 

high hopes of 
beating the 1-5 
Groves Fal-
cons.

   “We expected 
to win, nothing less,” Coach Jose Andrades 
said. “We obviously did not play very well.”
   With the loss to Groves and a recent win 
over Avondale, the Maples are left with a 
strong 7-1 record. 
  “We can improve on a lot of things,” An-
drades said about the team’s flaws. “I thought 
offense would be our strength, but we just 
need more chemistry.” 

   Momentum can shift a game in a matter of 
seconds. What helps that momentum shift 
can always be different, whether it’s a clutch 
shot or a 45-yard run. At Seaholm games, the 
shift often involves the roaring and scream-
ing of the Seaholm student section, the Maple 

Forest. 
   For almost every sport, 
the dedicated fans of the 
Maple Forest sit in the 
stands, ready to cheer the 
team on. The students 
don’t hesitate to yell and 
scream whether it’s for a 
big play, a bad call, or may-
be just a good call that’s 

bad because it’s against the 
Maples.
The Maple Forest has al-
ways been heavily involved 
in football and basketball, 

but this past year, the Forest was very inter-
ested in the volleyball games as well. 
   The Maple Forest was known to be effective-
ly distracting to the opposing team and often 
gave a big spark to the Lady Maples. Common 
jeers from the Forest included targeting the 
other team’s libero or screaming to the oppos-
ing server. 
   Imagine being on the court, and hearing the 
jeers of the booming Forest.  First they try 
to tune it out, then they start to sweat as the 
screams become inescapable, and finally the 
forest is under their skin and they’re off their 
game.
   The student section has common chants that 
are done at most games. Some are “John-
Jacob Jingleheimerschmidt”, “boom-chicka-
boom”, “boom boom boom, way-ho”, and 
many more. These chants really help the stu-
dents get involved with the rest of the section, 
and can often get inside the opposing team’s 
players’ heads.

   With the recent addition of the in-depth 
Facebook page strictly about the Maple For-
est, the students are able to be completely 
interactive and not only find out about the 
location, time and theme of the next game, 
but also post about something else happening 
related to Seaholm sports. 
   But all is not well in the forest.  Something 
is amiss in the upper decks of the stands.  It is 
the “fans” who go for the social hangout, who 
sit when the forest stands, and who don’t par-
ticipate in the themes or even pay attention to 
the game.  
   The top half mostly consists of underclass-
men. If this is how the Forest will look in two 
years when the involved upperclassmen are 
gone, Seaholm sports will become weaker and 
the Forest will die out. Step it up, sophomores. 
Our future is riding on you.  
      Yet, hope is not lost.  Just as the cur-
rent enthusiastic upperclassmen blossomed 
from timid, shy, awkward, overly-respectful, 
uninterested, pubescent, voice-cracking, and 
apprehensive underclassmen, so will today’s 
inhabitants of the upper deck.  And as they 
move down to the lower bowl where the ex-
citement happens, the Forest will be renewed.
   As of now, the Forest is strong and lively, 
but it may not be in a couple years. Hopefully, 
the underclassmen will realize the potential 
of a student section and carry on the legacy of 
the Maple Forest. 

Photo By Madeline Tew

Maple Forest members cheer on the boy’s 
basketball team at their game against Groves 
High School. 

Photo By Madeline Tew
Junior guard Joey Nagridge  
dribbles the ball in the game 

against Groves. 

Maple Forest: The 
Roots of our Spirit

BU Varsity Hockey
Record: 8-4
Last Game: Win Stoney Creek 3-1
Key Players: Adam Susalla  and Michael 
Madigan

BU JV Hockey
Record: 6-8
Last Game: Loss Dakota 5-3
Key Players: AJ Pivetta and Dillon Sanders

 Boy’s Varsity Basketball
Record: 7-1
Last Game: Win Avondale 56-54
Key Players: Paris Bass and Brett Houghton

Quote: “It’s been a good, really good season 
other than the dissapointing loss to Groves”-
Stephen Guenther

Boy’s JV Basketball
Record: 7-1
Last Game: Win Avondale 68-32
Quote: We’ve played well and it has been 
fun” - Sam Coury

Girl’s Varsity Basketball
Record: 5-4
Last Game: Win School 57-23
Key Players: Grace Kennedy and Kaija Pack

Boy’s Varsity Swimming and Diving
Record: 5-0
Last Meet: Win North Farmington 128-58
Key Swimmers: Connor Saeli and Max 
Gomez

Quote: “I think we have a pretty good 
chance, it all depends on if we stay focused 
and motivated.  I think if we can do that than 
we are going to be a pretty tough team to 
beat at states” - Connor Saeli 

BU Varsity Skating

District Stand-
ing: 3rd out of 8 
teams
Last Competi-
tion: Tessa Banks 
(bronze medal in 
forward circle) 
and Katie Reider 
(bronze medal in 
two-foot spin)

Reed Powers

Reed My 
Lips

Commentary

Courtesy Of Jeff Camarati, UNC Athletics

Seaholm graduate Paige Neuenfeldt spikes the ball in a game against Clemson. Neuenfeldt 
is the middle blocker for the North Carolina volleyball team. 

Swimming
Cont. from page 1

Photo By Madeline Tew

Mitchell Loeffler swims breaststroke at a 
meet against North Farmington on January 
10.  
   “That really showed that our depth was 
unbeatable I would say, because teams like 
Brother Rice and Saline are really amazing 
teams so to beat them really says a lot about 
our focus and our depth,” senior captain and 
freestyle/backstroke specialist Connor Saeli 
said.
   Ann Arbor Pioneer is new to Division 2 as of 
this year after being a D1 competitor for years 
and will swim against Seaholm again at the 
state meet.
   “They (Ann Arbor Pioneer) have been a pow-
erhouse for years and Brother Rice is always 
a powerhouse too, so that was a really strong 
meet for us to come and compete against 
those teams,” Wyllie said.
   Divers for the team have also made a differ-
ence in meets so far.  Juniors Andrew Trestrail 
and Erich Umbarger, along with freshman 
Sebastian Fay lead the divers.
   “They could be vital to our state champion-
ship because it’s swimming and diving, not 
just swimming,” Wyllie said.
   The team has strong swimmers across all 
four years and talent going deep into the 
roster.  So far, that depth has given them their 
biggest advantage over competition.
   “We have a large team, we have a lot of tal-
ented swimmers on the team and they’re good 
in several events,” Wyllie said.  “So I guess our 
depth and versatility are the strongest parts.”
   

The twelve swimmers who have already made 
their state cut speak towards the team’s depth.  
Seniors Addison Williams, Connor Saeli, Max 
Gomez, and Matt Wolkhammer, juniors Matt 
Perham, Enrique Hernandez, Mike Shaben, 
Cliff Ross, and Nathan Anderson, sophomores 
Nick Ross, Evan Burke, and Jack Russel have 
all qualified for the state meet.
   The countdown to the state meet on the 
Seaholm swimming and diving website 
homepage says it all.  They have their second 
state championship in three years within their 
sight.
   The team has learned from last year’s third 
place state finish, and now knows what it 
takes to win.
   “The difference from last year’s team is that 
each swimmer is a year older and hopefully 
a year wiser, because they just realized how 
hungry you need to be in order to win a state 
title,” Wyllie said.
   “Last year’s team kind of had a sense of 
cockiness, a little bit of overconfidence,” Crim-
mins said.  “A lot of us are making sure that 
the team doesn’t get too overconfident this 
year even though we are rankled No. 1 again.”
   After winning their first state title in 47 years 
in 2011 and then being denied their repeat 
last season, the team is focused and definitely 
hungry.
   “I think we have a pretty good chance (at 
states), it all just depends on if we stay fo-
cused and motivated,” Saeli said.  “I think if 
we can do that than we are going to be a pretty 
tough team to beat at states.”

 “Teams like Brother Rice 
and Saline are really 
amazing teams so to beat 
them really says a lot 
about our focus and our 
depth,”

Connor Saeli
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But all is not well in the 

Forest.  Something is amiss 
in the upper decks of the 

stands.

Photo Courtesy Of Sarah Feldt 
Hannah Chung (left) and Claire Daugherty (above) 
skate their events for  BU at the Detroit Skating Club 
competition.

Swim Team 
Shoots For 2nd 
Title in 3 Years
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Photo By Sidney Krandall

Davis swims breaststroke during a practice his freshman year. Since then, he’s drastically 
improved his times, and stroke technique. 

Despite challenges, senior 
Evan Davis looks to qualify for 

the Division 2 MHSAA State 
Championship meet

Taylor Wyllie
Managing Editor 
twyllie@seaholmhighlander.com

tanding in the living room of 
his family home, senior Evan 
Davis flexed his left bicep, then 
his right. 
   “It’s okay?” Davis said, look-
ing to his parents. 
   His father, Eric Head, smiled 

slightly. 
   “It’s fine man,” he said. “You have practice 
tonight, go upstairs and relax.” 
   Davis, having recently changed into his 2011-
2012 Seahom Swimming and Diving t-shirt, 
did what he was told and ran up the stairs. 
   “This is all day,” Davis’ mother, Alex Davis, 
said. “He wants the swimmer V, he wants to 
look like [graduated students] Jim LaFave or 
Spencer Rogers.” 
   Davis’ quest to become the typical “swim-
mer” with large upper body muscles, and 
trimmed abs, started with a measly 100 laps 
in his backyard swimming pool four years 
ago. To get him outside, away from his vast 
collection of movies and video games, Head 
set this 100 lap goal for his son.  
   “[Head] just said why don’t you do some 
laps,” Alex Davis said. “And they slowly 
worked up.”
    By the end of the summer before his fresh-
man year, Davis completed the 100 laps in 
one day and, in that time, became hooked on 
the sport. 
   “I don’t think anything compares to his love 
for swimming, anything,” Head said. “He 
loves videos, he loves movies, he loves Primo’s 
Pizza, but swimming’s it.” 
   According to his mother, Davis would be in 
their pool everyday that summer, doing more 
and more laps as time went on. Soon, although 
he had never swum competitively before, he 
started expressing a great amount of interest 
in joining the Seaholm boys swim team. 
   And that’s thing about autism spectrum dis-
order (ASD) – expressive emotion can be dif-
ficult. So when Davis, who was diagnosed with 
ASD as a child, consistently showed his desire 
to join the team, his parents knew they had to 
do what they could to make it happen. 
   “To get [Davis] involved was obviously more 
difficult because he is so lacking in his verbal 
skills that it’s very difficult for him to express 
what he wants to do,” Alex Davis said. “He 
was very expressive about swim team. It was 
‘Seaholm swim team’ and he’d carry around 
his yearbook with the page open to the new 
pool.”
   Due to their son’s nonstop enthusiasm, Alex 
Davis and Head decided to sign him up. With 
head coach Tom Wyllie’s blessing, Davis was 
in the pool a few months later, swimming 
alongside the 40-some other swimmers on 
the team. 
    “As a swim coach, I don’t care if you’re a 
world champion swimmer or a dog paddler, 
if you have a disability or different learning 
styles,” Wyllie said. “If you’re willing to show 
up every day and put in the work required to 
become the best swimmer you can possibly 
become, then you are more than welcome to 
be a part of the team.”
   During Davis’ freshman year, he spent his 

time learning how to be a true competitive 
swimmer. His goals were relaxed, like learning 
how to dive off the block or perfecting his but-
terfly. Now, his main goal is much steeper: to 
get to the MHSAA Division 2 State Champion-
ship meet. 
   “Get to that state meet, that’s the ultimate in 
high school competition.” Wyllie said. “You’ll 
be competing against the fastest swimmers 
across the state, so if Evan were able to achieve 
that goal, I would be flabbergasted. It would be 
one of the best accomplishments that I would 
ever see in my coaching career.” 
   Currently Davis is about three seconds away 
in the 50 yard freestyle with a time of 25.20 
and about six seconds away in the 200 IM with 
a time of 2:13.14. To drop that amount of time 
in a swim race is extremely challenging, but 
doable. 
   Davis also has a chance of getting his state 
cut in the 500 yard freestyle, his current time is 
a 5:19.68, and the 200 yard freestyle where is 
current time is 1:58.10. In both of these events, 
as well as in the 200 IM, Davis has the con-
sideration cuts 
for the division 2 
county meet. 
   Already since 
his freshman 
year, Wyllie said, 
Davis’ talent lev-
el has drastically 
changed. Since 
joining as more 
of a recreational 
swimmer, he’s 
scored points 
for the team at 
swim meets and 
has moved to be 
one of the faster 
swimmers. 
   “He’s actu-
ally broken into 
some of the varsity races and scored points 
for the team this year which he hasn’t done in 
previous years,” Wyllie said. “In other teams, 
he might be one of the stars. He’s gotten good, 
and when you compare him to a team like we 
have now… There’s a tendency to overlook just 
how good he is.”
   Davis’ first practices were nerve-wracking ex-
periences for his parents. He’d never left their 
side before, had never participated in an orga-
nized sport before, and only began swimming 
seriously at age 14, unlike most high school 
swimmers who begin to swim competitively in 
elementary school. 
   Additionally, the Davis’ were worried about 
their son assimilating. ASD is a disability that 
can make it tough for those who have it to be 
able to socialize, communicate easily, and un-
derstand others. 
   “Autism Spectrum Disorder is a developmen-
tal disability that impacts males and females, 
but primarily males,”  Birmingham Public 
Schools ASD Supervisor, Stefanie Hayes said. 
“It impacts their socialization, communica-
tion, their behavior and their ability to interact 
with their world. A lot of times that can bring 
difficulties because it’s so complex.”
   To ease their nerves, and help Davis com-
municate more appropriately, Alex Davis and 
Head stayed at practices in the beginning of 

his freshman year. They also asked a handful of 
high school girls to mentor him. Senior Joanna 
Wood was one of those mentors. 
   “[I was there] to help give direction and 
explain the sets to him because the coaches 
couldn’t always go over to him and tell him ex-
actly what to do,” Wood said. “I was there to 
tell him when to go and explain what they were 
doing.”  
   Eventually, as the season went on, Davis be-
came more comfortable with his surroundings. 
He could follow the other swimmers in his lane 
to figure out when to go, and would copy their 
movements. Davis no longer needed his par-
ents or mentors to help him. 
   “One day I dropped him off and the car hadn’t 
even stopped yet and he opened the back door 
and bolted,” Head said. “That was his way of 
saying ‘I’m done with you, I can handle this, I 
got this.’ That was that and I never showed up 
again.”
   Soon, the Seaholm swim team became Davis’ 
whole life. Day and night, swimming was all he 
would talk about. 

   “He can’t be 
any more into 
it than he is,” 
Head said. “Ev-
eryday he sur-
prises us with 
new obses-
sions regarding 
Seaholm swim-
ming.”
   His push to 
become a state 
swimmer start-
ed his sopho-

more year, 
and continued 
t h r o u g h o u t 
his junior year 
and, now, his 
senior year. He 

started doing everything in his power to be-
come faster. 
   Working toward the state meet, Evan has 
met with personal trainers and has continued 
weight lifting throughout the year. He has even 
made small changes to his incredibly picky 
diet, which consisted mostly of apples, pizza, 
orange juice, milk, crackers and chocolate.
   Now, in addition to trying bites of chicken 
and vegetables, his father makes him protein 
shakes almost daily. 
   “Sometimes he chokes it up, sometimes 
he spits it out, but it’s been going on for five 
months,” Head said.
   One of the more important factors of becom-
ing a state swimmer is a strong commitment to 
the team. Davis, who according to his parents 
has missed at most four practices in four years, 
has always had a true dedication to the sport. 
   “He is really, truly devoted in trying to be-
come the best swimmer that he can possibly 
become,” Wyllie said. “That may mean getting 
to the state meet, it may not mean getting to 
the state meet… That he’s actually willing to 
take the risk and go for it, that can’t be said of 
all swimmers.” 
    Swimming alongside Davis during grueling 
four hour Saturday practices, and tough weight 
lifting sessions are the members of swim team 
who have welcomed Davis with open arms. 

   “One of the things that I am really proud 
of is that the swimmers on the team [past 
and present] have really embraced him as a 
teammate,” Wyllie said.  “He’s one of us. We 
often consider ourselves a band of brothers, 
and he’s part of the brotherhood.”
   Alex Davis and Head have seen the team 
welcome Davis as a whole, though they know 
some swimmers are more comfortable with 
him than others. 
   “I have friends that are much more com-
fortable with [Davis] and others who don’t 
even want to start a conversation because 
they don’t know where to go with it,” Alex 
Davis said. “And I think it’s the same way on 
the team.”
   Senior captain Will Crimmins has been 
a lane mate of Davis’ since their freshmen 
years.  He said that the team values Davis as 
a member as he’s not only a talented, varsity 
swimmer, but a great guy to have around.
   “He’s really funny,” Crimmins said. “He 
talks to me a lot in our lane. He cracks some 
jokes, he’s caught on to some of the slang 
words we have going on.” 
   Over the course of their four years together, 
Crimmins has enjoyed watching not only Da-
vis’ swimming continue to improve, but his 
communication skills as well. 
   “I was always one to support [Davis] from 
the beginning and now it’s turned into a rela-
tionship of mutual respect,” Crimmins said. 
“He’s always coming up to me, cheering me 
on [at meets]. It’s fascinating how much he’s 
changed over the four years.” 
   Wyllie has seen some of these same chang-
es. 
   “I’ve seen his communication skills change 
over the years to from not speaking much at 
all freshman year, to we have conversations 
in full sentences,” Wyllie said. “That sounds 
simple but it’s a really big deal. We have 
these conversations about swimming, about 
his goals and about what he wants to do. It’s 
very rewarding to see that personal growth.”
   For Davis’ parents, his personal develop-
ment and dedication to the team has truly 
been the most valuable part of their son’s 
experience for them to watch. They want to 
support his goal to get to the state meet, but 
they’re proud of him regardless. 
   “Just the fact that he’s participating and 
he has such a great track record and that he 
stuck with it is good enough for me,” Alex 
Davis said.
   Back at home, Alex Davis pulled down a 
picture of her son from the mantel. It was a 
“glamour shot” of Davis posing by the pool 
as a freshman. In it, he’s smiling at the cam-
era decked head to toe in his maroon Maples 
swimming jacket and sweatpants. 
   “Look at him, look at how tiny he was,” she 
said. 
   She laughed, setting the picture down. 
Now, four years later, he’s taken to drinking 
protein shakes and eating carrots, practic-
ing hours upon hours a week, and constantly 
talking about his role models on the team.  
All so he can have a shot of swimming among 
the fastest swimmers in the state at Oakland 
University in the 2013 MHSAA Division 2 
Championship meet. 

Swimming Toward States

Photo Courtesy Of Piper Yearbook

Members of the boys swim team celebrate their 2011 state title. Davis hopes to make a state 
cut this year and help the team get another first place. 
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Photo By Kelsey McClear

Senior Evan Davis (center) stands with team members 
after a grueling practice. By joining the swim team as a 
freshman, Davis has improved his social skills. 

Kelsey McClear contributed to this 
report
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