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	 Senior	Nicole	Sarvis	has	tried	to	order	an	al-
coholic	drink	from	every	place	in	Birmingham	that	has	a	
liquor	license.
And	even	though	she’s	only	18,	Birmingham	Police	en-
couraged	her	efforts	every	step	of	the	way.
			She	wasn’t	trying	to	beat	the	system	to	obtain	alcohol	
under	the	legal	age	of	21,	but	was	actually	helping	im-
prove	the	system.
			Sarvis	worked	alongside	BPS	Police	Liaison	Ron	Hal-
crow	and	his	partner	to	help	ensure	that	all	restaurants	
and	liquor	stores	were	in	compliance	of	the	law.
			The	procedure	for	her	was	to	go	into	restaurant	or	bar	
and	order	 a	Grey	Goose	with	Sprite.	 She	would	 then	
wait	to	see	if	the	place	asked	to	see	her	ID.	If	they	carded	
her,	she	would	give	them	her	actual	ID	and	wait	to	hear	
their	responses.
	 	 	 “Most	 places	 were	 calm	 and	 would	 just	 say	 ‘Sorry	
honey,	we	can’t	serve	you,	you’re	underage,’	”	Sarvis	said	
“Other	places	would	get	really	confused	and	would	ask	
me,	 ‘How	 old	 are	 you?’	 One	 person	 even	 asked	 me,	
‘Wait,	you’re	underage,	right?’	”
			Sarvis	did	run	into	one	bartender	who	was	not	as	un-
derstanding	when	he	saw	that	she	was	18.	
			“He	threatened	to	cut	up	my	ID	and	call	the	police,”	

Sarvis	said.	
			Once	the	bartender	saw	how	calm	she	was	and	that	she	
was	not	phased	by	his	threats,	he	gave	the	ID	back	to	her	
and	told	her	to	get	out.	
			If	restaurants	served	her	the	drink	without	verifying	

her	ID,	she	was	to	call	Halcrow	who	was	waiting	in	his	
undercover	police	car	outside	the	restaurant.	
	 “We	 were	 able	 to	 give	 fines	 to	 two	 restaurants	 who	
served	me	illegally,”	Sarvis	said.
		The	fine	can	be	a	major	setback	for	restaurants.
		The	opportunity	came	to	Sarvis	through	assistant	prin-
cipal	 Deb	 Boyer,	 who	 was	 contacted	 by	 Police	 Chief	
Halcrow.
			“[Halcrow]	was	in	on	a	normal	visit	and	he	told	me	
he	had	to	run	enforcement,”	Boyer	said.	“They	always	

do	one	in	December	and	he	said	he	needed	a	student	
that	would	be	willing	to	work	with	him	to	see	if	[res-
taurants]	are	in	compliance	with	the	law.”
			There	were	certain	requirements	the	student	had	to	
meet.	The	student	had	to	18	years	old,	be	physically	
mature	enough,	and	have	a	mature	attitude.	
			“I’ve	worked	with	Nicole	over	the	course	of	time	to	
the	point	where	I	have	gotten	to	know	her	very	well,”	
Boyer	said.	“She	has	a	mature	outlook	on	life	and	she	
is	mature	looking.”
			One	of	the	major	flaws	that	Sarvis	noticed	in	her	
experiences	was	the	fact	that	a	 lot	of	the	bartenders	
would	pour	the	drink	before	carding	her.
			“They	wasted	so	much	alcohol	pouring	me	drinks	
and	giving	them	to	me	before	carding	me	at	the	very	
last	second,”	Sarvis	said.
			Sarvis	knew	the	whole	time	that	she	was	doing	a	
good	thing	for	the	community,	but	still	 felt	sympa-
thetic	when	she	busted	the	first	restaurant.
			“I	felt	really	bad,	but	I	don’t	understand	how	people	
can	be	that	stupid	to	not	take	the	time	to	card	a	young	
looking	girl.”
			From	the	moment	she	entered	the	undercover	cop	
car	until	the	time	she	walked	out	of	the	last	restaurant,	
she	had	an	incognito	feeling	of	accomplishment.
			“I	felt	really	cool,”	Sarvis	said.	“It	was	like	being	an	
undercover	detective.”	
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			After	a	nervous	wait	that	extended	into	late	December,	
the	response	dozens	of	Seaholm	seniors	hoped	to	receive	
from	 the	 University	 of	 Michigan	 was	 replaced	 with	 a	
deferral.
		 	“It’s	safe	to	say	more	students	got	deferred	this	year	
than	at	this	time	last	year,”	Seaholm	counselor	Rebecca	
Rossen	said.
			Last	year	48	students	from	the	Seaholm	class	of	2010	
attended	the	University	of	Michigan.	The	high	accep-
tance	 rate	 proved	 problematic,	 though,	 as	 Michigan	
overenrolled.	According	to	Rossen,	in	order	to	compen-
sate,	the	university	was	forced	to	accept	fewer	applicants	
for	the	class	of	2011.	
			“Michigan	has	said	they	were	really	conservative	this	
year	with	their	acceptances,”	Rossen	said.
		Students	who	were	deferred	were	voiced	their	concerns	
to	Rossen.
			“Quite	a	few	students	came	into	my	office	after	they	
heard	back	a	little	worried	about	their	status	for	the	fu-
ture,”	Rossen	said.
			Students	from	Seaholm,	both	accepted	and	defferred,	
were	surprised	with	Michigan’s	response	this	year.
			“I	was	really	excited	to	get	accepted	this	year,”	senior	
Matthew	Steinmetz	said.	“When	I	heard	about	all	these	
kids	 getting	 deferred,	 though,	 it	 really	 made	 me	 feel	
grateful	that	I	got	in.”
			One	senior	deferred	from	Michigan	plans	to	use	the	
setback	as	fuel	to	improve.
	 	 	 “I	was	disappointed	when	Michigan	 sent	out	 their	
deferrals,	but	it	made	me	motivated	to	try	harder	second	
trimester,”	senior	Laura	Stanley	said.	“So	I	can	send	in	
those	grades	and	hopefully	get	in.”
			This	is	the	first	year	Michigan	has	used	the	web-based	
Common	Application,	causing	more	students	than	ever	
before	to	apply.	
	 	 	 “I	 think	 the	Common	Application	 caused	 a	 lot	 of	
kids	to	get	deferred	who	would	have	gotten	in	last	year,”	
senior	Kevin	Wilberding	said.	“I	still	really	want	to	go	
there,	so	I’m	going	to	try	really	hard	this	trimester.”
	 	 	 According	 to	 the	 University	 of	 Michigan,	 around	
62,000	students	across	 the	country	at	 least	started	the	
Michigan	application.
			17,363	early	action	applicants	applied	for	5,000	spots,	
leading	Michigan	to	defer	the	vast	majority.	
			Though	many	students	were	deferred,	Rossen	is	confi-
dent	students	can	still	get	in.
	 	 	 “Once	 they	have	a	chance	 to	 thoroughly	 look	over	
all	 the	applicants,	many	will	have	a	chance	to	get	 in,”	
Rossen	said.
			Michigan	plans	to	get	back	to	students	who	were	de-
ferred	or	who	didn’t	apply	early	action,	with	a	decision	
by	April,	according	to	the	Michigan	deferral	e-mail.
			“All	final	admissions	decisions	of	admit,	deny,	or	wait-
list	will	be	made	no	later	than	mid-April,	2011,”	the	e-

Japanese school to relocate
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			As	the	Japanese	School	of	Detroit	(JSD)	
says	sayonara	to	Seaholm,	the	Birmingham	
Public	 School	 District	 says	 goodbye	 to	
$160,000.
			In	a	December	16,	2010	press	release,	the	
Novi	 Community	 School	 Board	 (NCSB)	
said	that	they	signed	a	10-year	contract	with	
the	JSD	to	house	the	school.	The	release	is	
available	on	the	City	of	Novi’s	website.
			“The	Novi	Community	School	District,	
the	 Japanese	 School	 of	 Detroit,	 and	 the	
City	of	Novi	 are	pleased	 to	 announce	 the	
relocation	 of	 the	 Japanese	 School	 of	 De-
troit	(JSD)	to	Novi,”	the	release	said.	“The	
JSD	will	conduct	classes	at	Novi	Meadows	
Elementary	 beginning	 in	 the	 2011/2012	
school	 year	 under	 a	 10-year	 agreement	
with	the	Novi	Community	School	District	
(NCSD).”
			Seaholm	has	been	the	home	of	the	JSD	for	
over	thirty	years.
	 	 	Birmingham	Public	Schools	Director	of	
Community	 Relations	 Marcia	 Wilkinson	
said	that	the	district	will	take	a	financial	cut	
because	of	the	loss.
	 	 	 “This	 will	 be	 a	 revenue	 loss	 of	 about	
$160,000,”	Wilkinson	said.	“This	will	result	
in	less	rental	revenue	for	the	district.”

	 	 	 	 	 	The	JSD	is	a	weekend	school	 taught	
solely	 in	 Japanese.	 According	 to	 the	 JSD	
website,	jsd.org,	the	school	was	established	
for	children	from	Japan	who	plan	to	eventu-
ally	return	to	their	home	country.
		 	“The	purpose	of	the	Japanese	School	of	
Detroit	is	to	provide	Japanese	children	with	
opportunities	 to	 learn	 the	 supplementary	
curricula	of	 the	 Japanese	 education	 in	 the	
Japanese	 language	 while	 they	 stay	 in	 the	
U.S.,	so	that	children	will	adapt	themselves	
back	into	the	Japanese	educational	environ-
ment	 without	 much	 difficulty	 when	 they	

return	to	Japan,”	the	website	said.
	 	 	The	school	also	 focuses	on	cultural	 ele-
ments	 of	 Japan	which	 cannot	 be	 fully	 ac-
cessed	in	the	U.S.
			“Children	have	opportunities	not	only	to	
acquire	 academics	 while	 being	 away	 from	
their	 home	 country,	 but	 also	 to	 learn	 the	
important	values	of	Japanese	society	and	ob-
serve	Japanese	holidays	and	cultural	events	
that	tend	to	be	forgotten,”	the	website	said.	
“Above	 all,	 it	 is	 a	place	 for	 them	 to	 enjoy	

After more than 30 years in Birmingham, the JSD is moving to Novi. Photo by Sidney Krandall

Natalie Wright
News Editor
Nwright@seaholmhighlander.com

District, teachers 
still not close to 
new contract 

UofM deferrals 
leave students 
upset, determined 
to do better

SEE Japanese/Pg. 3

SEE Contract /Pg. 3

				Five	of	the	BPS	district’s	six	bargaining	
groups	have	settled	on	a	new	contract,	but	
the	negotiation	is	far	from	over.
			The	teachers	remain	the	only	group	whose	
contract	has	not	been	settled	yet.
			“The	teachers	[are]	still	not	settled	yet	for	
this	year,”	Assistant	Superintendent	for	Hu-
man	 Resources	 Jon	 Dean	 said.	 “That’s	 up	
for	the	process	of	collective	bargaining.”
	 	 	 Representatives	 from	 the	 Birmingham	
Education	 Association	 have	 had	 over	 35	
meetings	with	the	district	bargaining	team,	
a	process	that	BEA	President	Scott	Warrow	
says	has	been	anything	but	ideal.
			“We	feel	that	it’s	been	an	arduous	process,”	
Warrow	 said.	 “It’s	 been	 very	 difficult	 and	
very	trying.”
			The	teachers	are	currently	working	under	
an	extension	of	the	old	contract,	which	can	
be	terminated	by	either	side	with	two	weeks’	
notice.
			“[The	teachers]	are	getting	their	salary	and	

benefits	 as	 per	 the	 most	 recent	 contract,”	
BPS	Board	of	Education	President	Lori	Soi-
fer	said.	“But	we	are	still	actively	negotiating	
a	new	contract.”
			The	two	groups	began	meeting	informally	
in	 October	 2009,	 according	 to	 Warrow.	
Formal	 negotiations	 began	 in	 December	
2009.	
			“In	the	past	bargaining	sessions,	you	can	
have	a	half	dozen	or	a	dozen	meetings	and	
finally	 get	 a	 contract,”	 Warrow	 said.	 “But	
there’s	been	a	lot	of	tough	issues	to	discuss.”
			According	to	BPS	District	Spokesperson	
Marcia	Wilkinson,	the	long	process	is	to	be	
expected.
			“There	are	always	many	different	aspects	
to	 contract	 negotiation,”	 Wilkinson	 said.	
“Both	 sides	 are	 continuing	 to	 bargain	 in	
good	faith.	We	are	still	continuing	to	meet.”
			Warrow	said	that	the	district	is	in	a	better	
position	 financially	 than	 predicted,	 which	
has	impacted	negotiations.
	 	 	 “We	 discuss	 the	 pay	 and	 benefits	 for	

“I	felt	really	cool.	
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   Junior year comes with many privileges, 
including an open campus lunch. For new 
drivers, however, this privilege may not be the 
same as it has been in the past.
   In December, a law was passed that will fur-
ther restrict teen driving privileges in Michi-
gan. Beginning March 29, first year drivers 
will not be allowed to drive with more than 
one passenger in the car at a time. This will 
be a change from the current laws, in which 
first year drivers have no restrictions on the 
amount of passengers in their car.
   The new laws will also put a tighter curfew 
on first year drivers. Instead of being restricted 
from midnight to five a.m., new drivers will 
not be allowed to drive between the hours of 
10 p.m. and 5 a.m. unless there is proof that 
the driver is coming to or from work.
   The only exception to these rules is if the 
driver has a parent or guardian over 21 with 
them in the car.
   According to 40th District State Repre-
sentative Chuck Moss, recent incidents have 
pushed for this change in restrictions.

District website 
nears completion

Taylor Wyllie
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Due to a new law in Michigan, 16-17 year-olds will not be able to have more than one passenger at a time in their car.                 Photo by: Simon Schuster

   While the new district website has been up 
for months, students, teachers and the rest of 
the Seaholm community still have to use the 
old website to gain access to all of Seaholm’s 
information. 
   “I’m not sure why the website isn’t all the 
way up yet,” Sophomore Kate Anderson 
said, “And I’m starting to think that the 
new website won’t be complete until next 
[school] year.” 
   Anderson isn’t the only one who feels this 
way. Circulating around Seaholm is the 
thought that the new Birmingham website 
won’t be finished 
by the end of the 
2010/2011 school 
year.  According to 
the Birmingham 
Public Schools tech-
nology department, 
however, this rumor 
is just that- a rumor.
   Within the next 
couple of weeks, the 
individual school 
web pages will be of-
ficially transferring 
all of their informa-
tion on to the new 
website. There will 
no longer be a link 
connecting the new website back to the old. 
However, to avoid mass confusion, for the 
remaining part of the school year, teachers 
can keep their current web pages available.
    According to the Birmingham Public 
Schools Executive Director of Technology 
Joseph Hofffan, creating a new website is 
not just a one-man, simple and easy job. 
Behind the scenes there is a group of hard 
workers from all different in-district schools 
having to collaborate and produce one 
multi-layered product.
   “[It’s like] having a class project in one of 
your classes, and having every person do a 
different part of the puzzle,” Hoffman said, 
“And your grade is based on the project as 
a whole.” 
   While some students wondering about 
time, others are only wondering about mon-
ey. 
   “I really just want to know how much it 
cost,” Junior Carleigh McMahon said.
   The overall price, including School Fusion’s 

Admin says the website should 
be done in the next few weeks

Facing the storm
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   “It was horror.” 
   That’s how sophomore Jackie Mee described 
her Facebook news feed on the morning of 
December 14, 2010. 
   After the district cancelled classes the day be-
fore, students angrily took to the web to pro-
test Birmingham Public Schools Superinten-
dent David Larson’s decision to keep school 
doors open.
    Some posts voiced subdued disapproval.
   Junior J. D. Hess vented his frustration via 
Facebook by bidding Birmingham Public 
Schools “SMH [Shaking my head].”
   The comment was liked three times, and the 
powerful three letter acronym was repeated on 
the thread.
   “Oh, I was furious,” Hess said. “I think ev-
eryone was. Who would want to go to school 
with roads like that? Someone could’ve gotten 
hurt.” 
   Junior Timmy Christensen felt bad about 
the status he posted that morning – his post 
referenced the Major League Baseball umpire’s 
blown “safe” call during Detroit Tigers pitcher 
Armando Gallaraga’s near-perfect game.
   “It was ‘Looks like Jim Joyce is on the school 
board,’” Christensen said. 
   Unlike Hess, Christensen wasn’t too ada-
mant about a cancellation in the first place.
   “I simply did it to be clever, not to be an 
immature jerk,” Christensen said. “I was still 

After March 29, first 
year drivers will have 
earlier curfews, fewer 
passengers

hosting fee and the next three years of main-
tenance, is about $53,456.
   While this may concern some people like 
McMahon, others feel that this might be a 
necessary and important expense. 
    “It is currently apparent that we are going 
to have to spend money on technology to 
keep abreast of the evolving nature of edu-
cation and the world,” Flex teacher David 
Reed-Nordwall said. “The real question is 
whether we can be a viable district without 
this expense.” 
   The seven members of the Birmingham 
School Board believe that even with the 
price, the new website is worthwhile. When 
the website was proposed, the school board 

voted unani-
mously for it.
   “To me, the 
website is the face 
of the district,” 
Vice President of 
the Birmingham 
School Board 
Susan Hill said, 
“So I think it’s 
really important 
that [we have] 
a professional, 
comprehensive, 
[and] well con-
sidered market-
ing tool.”
   With a new 
website comes 

new confusion. Students, teachers and other 
members of the Birmingham community 
will have to adjust to this new technology. 
Hill isn’t worried though. 
   “Our old website was really confusing,” 
Hill said. “It was hard to find anything, and 
compared to that [the new website] is much 
more intuitive.”
   In addition, the members of the Birming-
ham Public Schools technology department 
made it easy for the Birmingham commu-
nity to reach the proper staff member for any 
questions if they are confused. On the new 
website users just go to the “contact us” sec-
tion and all the information needed, along 
with an embedded place to write comments, 
is there.
   “As people let us know of issues that they’re 
having in terms of navigating through the 
website,” Seaholm principal Terry Piper said, 
“Then, hopefully, we’ll be pretty quick to re-
spond and correct the issues.”

   “There have been some high profile acci-
dents involving teen drivers with other people 
in the car,” Moss sad. “There was a safety push 
to see about reducing those accidents and re-
ducing the conditions that lead to them.”
   However, not everyone is happy with these 
changes. Sophomore Riley Micallef, who 
turns 16 this August, is upset that his driving 
privileges will be further restricted for his first 
year of open lunch next year.
   “It won’t be as fun since you can only go with 
one person instead of going with a bunch of 
friends out to lunch,” Micallef said.
   Micallef believes that the new laws will im-
pact the way juniors have lunch.
   “I think less people will go out to lunch,” 
he said.
   Sophomore Alison Schaaf, who turns 16 in 
July, does not like the new laws either. How-
ever, she has a different view on its effects on 
open lunch.
   “I don’t think people will follow [the new 
laws] at lunch,” Schaaf said. “People won’t 
care. They’ll still drive with all their friends.”
   Junior Paige Neuenfeldt agrees.
   “I think [the law] is dumb,” Neuenfeldt said. 
“I’m not going to follow it because I only have 
it for a month since I turn 17 in April. I’m go-

ing to do what I want. It’s my car.”
   For sophomore Kate Leary, who works and 
baby sits, this law could still be an inconve-
nience.
   “[It] would be great if I could get special 
permission [from my employers], but if I can’t 
then that would be bad,” Leary said.
   Leary also thinks that the tighter curfews 
could potentially ruin weekends.
   “It really ruins the plans,” Leary said. “I 
think my parents will definitely enforce it.”
   Neuenfeldt believes that the laws are just a 
hassle.
   “My parents said my curfew is midnight, so 
I don’t care,” Neuenfeldt said.
   Even though many new drivers are upset 
about the law, recent accidents have called 
attention teenage driving in Michigan. Ac-
cording to a wtol.com story, 110 teenagers in 
Michigan died due to traffic related incidents 
in 2010.
   “I understand that it’s definitely a reduction 
of freedom to drive,” Moss said, “But driving 
is a privilege, not a right, so particularly young 
learning drivers probably should get a little 
more experience under their belt before they 
put themselves and their passengers in the risk 
of getting killed.”
   Though they are upset about these new laws, 
some teen drivers also believe that the tighter 
restrictions could be a good thing.
   “I don’t like the laws, but I appreciate what 
they’re trying to do,” Schaaf said.
   Leary agrees.
   “I think it will be inconvenient, but I also 
look at the fact that there [are] a lot more teen 
accidents than there [are] any other age group, 
so if you can prevent more people from get-
ting injured or even dying, then it’s a good 
thing, even if it is a bit inconvenient.”

at school at my daily 6:45.”
   But the most controversial comments of the 
day were the ones about, or directly addressing 
Birmingham Public School’s superintendent 
Dr. Larson. 
   “I thought [they were] offensive,” fresh-
man Alex Breeden said. “[Dr. Larson] came 
into Flex and seemed like a very reasonable 
and nice man. People were saying that they 
wanted to ‘gangbeat’ him. [They said] hurtful 
things. ”
   One status from a Seaholm freshman even 
said they were going to kill Larson.
   “I don’t understand it,” Mee said. “People 
were saying they wanted to kill him. I don’t 
think they were serious, but still that [looks] 
really bad. They shouldn’t have said that. They 
think people aren’t going to see that.”
   Even though the colorful statuses received 
several likes, a bulk of Seaholm students 
seemed opposed to them.
   “I told my mother [what was said],” sopho-
more Scott Sabbagh said. “I didn’t like it.”
   However senior Stirling Larson, Dr. Larson’s 
son, considered the Facebook posts a non-
issue.
   “I knew nothing would come of it,” Larson 
said.    “I didn’t personally see anything, [but] 
someone said they hoped someone had a car 
accident.”
    Dr. Larson told the Highlander in an email 
he was not aware of any specific threats. 
     “I am not on Facebook and was not aware 
of any specific post,” said Dr. Larson, who 
added that daughter Kirsten, a sophomore, 

and Stirling did tell him there was lots of 
“commentary”.
    Dr. Larson said the district fielded a number 
of e-mails and some phone calls questioning 
why BPS was open.  Some were from staff 
members who had contended with longer 
commutes and had child care issues as some 
of their home districts were closed.  None of 
those contained any threats.
    The night before, Stirling was bombarded 
with texts and messages from friends wanting 
to know if  school was going to be cancelled 
the next day. 
    “All the time people were calling me [and] 
texting me,” Stirling Larson said. “I had no 
idea [if school was going to be cancelled]. [Dr. 
Larson] didn’t tell me anything.”
     Dr. Larson, who said Stirling and Kirsten 
are both “relentless in advocating for a snow 
day the evening prior to having to make call,” 
makes sure he never gives anything away. 
    “I generally have to lock myself in the bed-
room just to have relief from the lobbying and 
pressure,” Dr. Larson said. 
    Although Stirling had no knowledge of 
what his dad’s decision would be the next day, 
he still decided to answer his inquisitors. 
   “I was messing with some friends, telling 
people we had a snow day,” Larson said.
   Mee speculates that Stirling Larson’s faux 
claim was one of the roots of the animosity 
the next day.
    “I heard the superintendent’s son said there 
was going to be a snow day,” Mee said. “Peo-
ple were mad about that.”
    However Larson was not the only one to 
promulgate a day off.
   Junior Andrew Weiss said at least one stu-
dent started texting people that school was 
cancelled.
    Looking back, at least one student regrets 
his reaction.
     “If I could go back now I wouldn’t have 
submitted [the status],” Christensen said. 

“Our old website was 
really confusing. It was 
hard to find anything, 
and compared to that, 

[the new website] is much 
more intuitive.”

Susan Hill
BPS Board of Education 

Vice President

Superintendent, family 
harrassed via Facebook 
after non-snow day The Administration Building at 550 Merrill is in the process of being sold.

                                                                                  Photo courtesy of Lindsay Boeckl

The Birmingham Public Schools’ Central 
Administration Office at 550 W. Merrill has 
a potential buyer, but the Administrative staff 
has no potential residence.
   Jeff Surnow of The Surnow Company has 
expressed interest in the building.
   “The Building at 550 Merrill is currently 
under a purchase agreement with Jeff Surnow 
Companies,” Assistant Superintendent for 
Business Services Deborah Piesz said.
   Board President Lori Soifer added that noth-
ing has been finalized yet.
   “The final documents have not been signed 
yet,” Soifer said. “We do have an agreement, 
but we have not closed the sale.”
   According to manta.com, The Surnow 
Company deals in real estate.
   “The Surnow Company LLC is a private 
company categorized under Real Estate and 
located in West Bloomfield, MI,” the website 
said. “Current estimates show this company 
has an annual revenue of 960,000 and em-
ploys a staff of approximately 10.”
   The Administration building will not be 
Surnow’s first property in Birmingham.
    “He is the current owner of the old post of-
fice here in Birmingham,” Piesz said. 
   Piesz and the Board hope the purchase will 
not fall through and that the building will be 
sold soon.
   “[Surnow] is going through his due diligence 
period now, which goes through the middle 

of February 2011. 
At that time he 
will have to decide 
whether or not he is 
going to go through 
with the purchase, 
and then proceed to 
closing date, or not,” 
Piesz said. “We’re 
hoping that he 
chooses to proceed 
through his differ-
ent phases of review.  
Then we’ll close and 
sell the building of-
ficially in March.”
   At this time, the 
Board does not 

know their new location.
   “We do not at this time know where we’ll be 
moving to,” Soifer said. “We are in the process 
of studying that. We have not closed the sale. 
That will be upcoming. We are still studying 
possible locations for the move of the Admin-
istrative team.”
   The search for a residence has been ongoing.
   “We’re studying a number of options,” Piesz 
said. “We will have a study session in Febru-
ary, at which time we will discuss all the pos-
sible options. There are a number of possibili-
ties, but assuming that we go into an existing 
facility, which seems to be the most likely 
choice, there will have to be some renovations 
to be able to accommodate the Administrative 
staff.”
   Seaholm and Groves are two possible loca-
tions for the Board.
   “Basically because we have approximately 
50 people here at the Administration build-
ing, we’ll need a space that is probably a little 
bigger than a few classrooms,” Piesz said. “The 
two largest buildings we have are obviously 
Seaholm and Groves, and so we’re looking 
at both of those high schools to see if there’s 
any spaces that are not occupied currently for 
students.”
   Piesz already has potential places within the 
schools in mind.
   “At Seaholm that would be that basement 
area where there are no students or classrooms 
currently located,” Piesz said. “At Groves, ei-
ther the Conference Center or that adjacent 
hallway. But no decision at this date by the 
Board.”
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JSD
  them to enjoy their successes and achieve-
ments in learning in their mother tongue, 
which is something they struggle with at lo-
cal schools, and also to enjoy friendships with 
other Japanese friends sharing the same hard-
ships and backgrounds.”
   When it was created in 1973, the JSD con-
sisted of only 23 students. It has grown to over 
700 today, with the majority of these pupils 
living in Novi. President of the JSD Manabu 
Sato cited this expansion as the reason for the 
move.
   “Considering the fact the majority of Japa-
nese families reside in close proximity to Novi, 
we believe moving to Novi is a mutual ben-
efit for both the Japanese community and the 
City of Novi,” Sato said in the release.
   General Manager of the JSD Itaru Inoue 
said that was not the only cause for the trans-
fer. 
   “There are a couple reasons [for the relo-
cation],” Inoue said. “The biggest one is the 
number of students decreased big time in the 
last couple of years due to Detroit area’s grow-
ing situation [being] not good. Lots of Japa-

nese temporary employees from Japan were 
sent back to Japan. Their families also went 
back with them. That means a number of our 
students decreased. At a time a couple of years 
ago we had over one thousand students. Now 
we have seven hundred. So 30% of students 
have left us in the past couple of years.”
   Inoue also said that despite the reduced en-
rollment, a larger building was still needed.
   “At this time, we are using Seaholm High 
School and West Maple Elementary school, 
but we’d like to combine those two buildings 
into one,” Inoue said.
   Many schools were considered, but ulti-
mately Novi appeared to have the best facili-
ties for the JSD’s requirements.
   “We looked around several school districts 
in this area,” Inoue said. “Of course at the 
beginning we talked to Birmingham Public 
Schools. Then, to make long story short, we 
found a building in Novi that had a place for 
more students.”
   Currently, the district has not found any-
body to replace the income lost, but is work-
ing to make up for the funds.
   “At this time, we do not have another group 
for the Saturday time period at Seaholm,” 
Wilkinson said. “There are no reductions 
planned due to this loss in revenue.  Commu-
nity Education is actively working to enhance 

Cont. from front page

which has impacted negotiations.
   “We discuss the pay and benefits for teach-
ers,” Warrow said. “That has changed in terms 
of what has happened with the district having 
more financial resources than they expected 
this time last year.”
  BEA Executive Board Member Scott Craig 
said that because the district now has more 
money, 
   “The district has resources,” Craig said. “It 
has quite a bit of money in the bank…they’re 
not strapped like some of the surrounding dis-
tricts are. I think they can settle this contract.”
   The discussions also include everything from 
class size to schedules, according to Warrow.
   “One of the goals of the BEA is to provide 
an environment that allows students to learn 
the best,” Warrow said. “So we negotiate issues 
that would help us educate students and that 
would help students do better in our classes.”
   Neither side has an idea of when an agree-
ment will be reached. 
   “While we’ve made progress on a few of 
the minor issues, the big issues like wages 

Contracts
Cont. from front page

and benefits and things like that are still un-
resolved,” Craig said. “We frankly don’t know 
when they’re going to be resolved.”
   The amount of time spent negotiation has 
taken its toll, Warrow said.
   “It’s hard to be optimistic when it’s dragging 
out this long,” Warrow said. “It’s been a little 
bit discouraging.”
   Contract negotiations for the other five bar-
gaining groups have been completed, though, 
and the pay rate was restored for certain dis-
trict employees. 
   The district implemented a four percent pay 
cut for the 2009-2010 school year for admin-
istrators, maintenance staff and maintenance 
supervisors due to projected financial issues. 
As the district is better off financially than 
predicted, though, the pay rate was restored in 
November 2010.
   “The Board took a couple of actions. First, 
they restored the four percent pay cut for op-
erational assistants and non-unionized em-
ployees,” Dean said. “Then the Board nego-
tiated with…our administrators’ union. We 
also reached agreement with our two ASME 
units…so those three groups of employees 
also received their four percent back to bring 
them back to no pay increase for this year.”

Local store robbed, 
loses nearly $2000 
of merchandise 
Kit Kuhne
Staff Writer
KKuhne@seaholmhighlander.com

   On December 3, two unidentified twenty-
something men used the side door at the Bir-
mingham Varsity Shop to steal nearly $2000 
dollars worth of merchandise. Manager Ryan 
White and owner Marc Secontine were work-
ing while the thieves took their goods.
   The two store employees were unaware that 
anything suspicious was occurring.
   “I thought they were putting Christmas 
lights up,” White said. “I thought they worked 
for the city. I didn’t pay that close of attention 
to them.”
   While White was helping a costumer and 
Secontine was working in the back, the bur-
glars were lurking around the store, looking at 
different items.
   “I was helping a gentleman with a Wilson 
A2K 8200 baseball glove, which is a top end 
glove, close to $250,” White said. “Our whole 
rack was filled with them, and about twenty 
minutes later I noticed six or seven of them 

were missing. We think [the robbers] came 
back in here and took a bunch and ran off.”
   With no security scanners and only one 
security camera, the store employees didn’t 
manage to catch the men’s faces.
   “The video cameras didn’t catch [the cul-
prits],” White said. “They only caught their 
backs, which didn’t really help.”
   Employees Kevin Malerman and Kevin Ross 
were not there during the robbery, and were 
dumbfounded to hear it was at their place of 
work. 
   “It’s so surprising,” Malerman said. “It was 
shocking that someone would do that.” 
   Ross was in agreement.
   “Whats even more suprising is that they did 
it across the street from the police station,” 
Ross said. “It was stupid.”
   Even though the store employees have little 
to no evidence, they took all possible precau-
tions to try and catch the thieves.
   “We filed a report with the police across the 
street,” White said. “But we haven’t heard any-
thing since.”The Japanese School of Detroit, which has been at Seaholm for nearly 30 years, is going to the Novi district. Photo by Sidney Krandall.

their revenue stream to offset this loss.”
   The Seaholm hallway where the JSD resides 
during the week also lays unclaimed for the 
2010/2011 school year.
   “No decisions have been made as to who 
or how the ‘E’ hall will be utilized,” Assistant 
Principal Deb Boyer said.
   Inoue would like to stress that relations be-
tween the JSD and Birmingham were not in 
any way negatively affected by the move.
   “The Japanese School has been here for over 
30 years,” Inoue said. “We really, really appre-
ciate the cooperation and help from the Bir-
mingham School District. We really regret to 
leave this area, but again, we really appreciate 
Birmingham people’s kindness, patience and 
everything. I just want to add our apprecia-
tion to the people in Birmingham.”
   Sato echoed Inoue’s sentiments, saying that 
the connection between the JSD and BPS has 
not been unfavorably severed.
   “We must not forget the good relationship 
we had with the Birmingham School District 
and thank them for all the kindness towards 
the Japanese community for many years, 
but we look forward to building a long-term 
friendship with the Novi Community School 
District and the beautiful City of Novi,” Sato 
said in the release.
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do you plan on following the
newly passed driving rules? 

- Sophomore Masha Parfenow

- Sophomore Alex Hoeck

- Sophomore Lexie Hamilton 

- Sophomore Daniel Wright 

Man on the Street:

“I guess so, 
because 

that’s the rules.”

“Possibly. I’ll follow 
the law unless it’s 

inconvient.” 

“It is what it is. We 
may follow the 

rules, we may not.” 

“Under certain 
circustances. I won’t 

follow the rules.” 

Chilling facebook posts are uncalled for
on Larson, could students pass the same judgment 
if their own friends threatened their dad or mom?
   Students’ selfish hopes of having another day to 
sleep in were weak in comparison to the safety of 
the Larson family.
   Disappointment about maintaining a regular 
schedule is fair,  to take it as far as to threaten some-
one’s life isn’t a legitimate voice of opinion, espe-
cially with something as minor as a failed snow day. 
   Words, believe it or not, matter- just look at Ari-
zona. 
   The attempted assassination of congresswoman 
Gabrielle Giffords has pompted politicians and po-
litical commentators, regardless of political ideol-
ogy, to tone down their rhetoric.
   This would be a good time for students here to 
follow suit.   

danger is not protected speech under the first am-
mendment.
   Sadly, a few Seaholm students tested the limits of 
speech to post distasteful, slanderous and dangerous 
opinions about the Birmingham School District, 
and its administration. 
   Some students posted statuses questioning how 
they would get to school or about how every sur-
rounding school district was closed, other statuses 
made intentional threats at Superintendent Larson 
and his two children. 
   While the district may have deserved a snow day,
threatening statuses towards him and his family were 
unjustified, inappropriate and unacceptable.  
   One status went as far as to threaten Larson’s life.
   While most students thought little of the attacks 

   As Seaholm students awoke to find an unexpect-
ed school day on Tuesday, December 14, Facebook 
quickly turned into a place for many to express their 
newfound hatred toward their school district and, 
specifically, their Superintendent, Dr. David Lar-
son. 
   Students use their Facebook statuses to voice their 
opinions on a number of topics, so it was no sur-
prise that there were many angry posts about Bir-
mingham remaining open.  
   Facebook statuses are open for self expression of 
opinions, but when does a status go past self expres-
sion into inappropriate and violent language? 
   Not all speech, including Facebook statuses, is 
guaranteed to be free.  Language that is obscene, 
profane, slanderous, or presents a clear and present 

Highlander Editorial

“Season of the Witch” is hauntingly horrible

   Gloriously incorrect and laughably repetitive, 
Dominic Sena’s Season of the Witch was easily the 
funniest movie I’ve seen in 2010 and 2011. Unfor-
tunately, Season of the Witch was not a comedy.
   When watching this accidental satire, you cannot 
help being bombarded with obvious flaws, mostly 
concerning the horrible acting performances of the 
two leading actors, Nicolas Cage (National Trea-
sure) and Ron Perlman (Hellboy).
   The plot starts to unravel during the Crusades, 
following the two main characters Behman, (Cage) 
and Felson (Perlman).
   They develop the classic roles of “old dog war-
rior” buddies, but instead of fighting in Vietnam 
(which would have explained the blatant display of 
American slang) they were Crusaders fighting “in 
the name of the Lord.”
   After the unimpressive display of war scenes, 
which consisted more of flashes and loud noises 
than elegantly choreographed fights, Behman and 
Felson finally realize that killing in the Crusades was 

wrong and return home. Their villiage has recently 
been struck by the black plague, which is initially 
thought to be caused by witchcraft according to an 
insane priest. 
   These scenes of accusation of witchcraft opened 
up the door for my least, yet favorite line of the en-
tire movie. When referring to the priest, Ron Perl-
man questions quite frankly:
   “Who p****d in his holy water?”
   After being released from a holding cell the main 
characters agreed to help transport the accused 
witch to a monastery for fair trial. Of course Behm-
an was the only one who believed the witch thus he 
was forced to cross the treacherous forest with the 
only man in the entire village who knew how to get 
there, a swindler.
   So with a priest, the dead King’s son, a swindler, 
a guard, a witch, and two burned out soldiers, this 
Fellowship of the Ring rip-off made their way across 
a hazardous wasteland of magic.
   After the plot is relieved by the death of two char-
acters (whose only purpose in the story was to die), 
the remaining crew faced one of the most difficult 
challenges in the film—crossing a bridge.

  When they start to cross it, the ropes holding the 
bridge together unravel and planks of wood are 
completely falling off. The team inexplicably de-
cides that it will be acceptable to bring a fully-load-
ed wagon, with a witch in it,that in total weighed 
roughly 300 pounds. Unfortunately they just made 
it across, and I had to continue to watch.
   My question directed at the end of the film is 
this: if this evil-being can perform outlandish acts 
of powerful magic throughout the whole movie, 
then why can she not break free of the cage made of 
wood and iron rods?
   The basic and seemingly never-ending plot of this 
film reminded me a lot of listening to a Phil Collins 
album—you start listening to it, don’t really like it, 
but despite all your senses, continue on with it. By 
the end of the album you are not only wanting the 
money you paid for the album back, but you are 
even considering paying off the cashier to not let 
anyone else witness this cheesy, hypocritical disaster.  
   The film is rated for PG-13 for thematic elements, 
violence and disturbing content and has a running 
time of 100 minutes.

Austin Filbin
deputy news Editor
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com
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Students anxiously 
await Ivy decisions
Alissa Henry
Staff Writer
Ahenry@seaholmhighlander.com

   Senior Natalie Collins has done it all. She 
maintained a 3.9 GPA and got a 36 on her 
ACT. She wrote countless college essays and 
filled out numerous applications. The worst 
is behind her, but Collins is still stressed out 
as ever. 
   “I really want to know if the schools I 
applied to accepted me,” Collins said. 
   Collins has added pressure though. She is 
waiting to hear from Harvard, Yale, Duke, 
and Columbia. 
   “These schools are ridiculously hard to get 
into,” Collins said. 
   According to the Ivy League College 
Admission Facts and Statistics website some 
Ivies have an acceptance rate of eight to nine 
percent. 
   “They are so hard 
to get into because 
there are so many 
applicants for so few 
spots,” counselor 
Toby Loukmas said. 
   For Columbia’s 
class of 2013, 25,427 
people applied but 
only 2,496 were 
accepted.   
   Eight schools in the US are considered 
Ivy League: Brown University, Columbia 
University, Cornell University, Dartmouth 
University, Harvard University, Princeton 
University, the University of Pennsylvania, 
and Yale University.  
   Because the students at these schools have 
some of the best grades and test scores, Ivy 
League will not give out scholarships based 
upon merit.
   The people who are accepted to these 
selective schools take the hardest classes and 
are active citizens around their community. 

   During the fall, Collins went to visit the 
University of Michigan, Harvard, and 
Columbia.
   As soon as she walked onto Columbia’s 
campus, though she knew she was at home.  
The big, exciting environment of New York 
City is exactly what she wants. It is a great 
place to start her career as an author. The 
only thing stopping her from going there is 
getting admitted. 
   Collins did hear from Yale – she was 
deferred. 
   “I was not surprised about getting deferred 
Collins said. 
   Collins isn’t the only one. Senior Zoe 
Gaber was recently deferred from Yale too.  
Yale is Gaber’s dream school, so she was 
disappointed. She wants to go their next year 
to study biology or physiology so she could 
one day have a career in medicine. 

   Once she started 
to research the school 
and learned more 
about the courses, 
professors, and the 
history of the campus 
she fell in love. 
   “Of all the Ivy 
League schools, they 
have the largest focus 
on undergrad,” said 

Gaber.
   Senior Kathleen Schaaf is applying to five 
Ivy League schools; Pennsylvania, Colombia, 
Yale, Harvard, and Dartmouth and is just as 
nervous as nervous as Collins is. 
   Like Collins, Schaaf fell in love with the 
campuses when she went to visit. 
   “I really liked them,” Schaaf said.  
   The Ivies are looking for people who would 
bring something new to their school and 
come from a diverse background. 
   “My advice would be don’t tie your self-
esteem up in whether you got accepted to a 
school or not,” Loukmas said. 

   There is more to Seaholm’s jack of all 
trades, Eleanora, than meets the eye. From 
being forced out of her country of origin to 
working with the Ford family for 40 years, 
she has seen it all.
   Born in 1930 in the European country of 
Croatia, Seaholm’s administrative assistant, 
Eleanora Prach and her family left their 
homeland in search of a better life.
   “We left Croatia in [19]45 because of the 
war,” Prach said. “The country was occupied 
by the Germans.”  
   The move was not by choice, though. Her 
family was offered an ultimatum that they 
could not refuse. 
   “The Germans told us ‘if you want to stay, 
[you] lose your life or you can move,’” Prach 
said. “So we left our country. We figured 
that after [the war] we’ll go home. Well, that 
never happened.”
   Prach and her family never made it back 
to their home in Croatia, but instead were 
placed in Austria for several years.
  “We were in Austria for five years in camps,” 
Prach said. “No home, going from one 
village to another one. Trying to survive.”
   Prach and her parents decided to move to 
the United States in July of 1949 after the 
war ended.
   “We came to Boston…on a boat, from 
Boston they shipped us to Detroit because 
of the automobile companies,” Prach said.     
“They figured that we could find a job for 
the head of the household. My dad got a job 
at the lumber company because they spoke 
German.”
   However, Prach’s entire family did not 
move to the United States.

   “My brother was left behind,” Prach said. 
“He was in college, which was in Croatia, 
and the [government] promised that he 
would meet us. Well, that never happened. 
He tried [to] skip the borders and he was 
caught. He never made it.”
   Many people of foreign descent view 
moving to America as beginning a new and 
easier life. For Prach, however, it was just the 
opposite.
   “We didn’t know the language,” she said. 
“You can’t come into a strange country [not] 
knowing the language.”
   Adjusting to life in a new country was not 
easy. 
   “If anybody had given us the money to go 
back, we would have gone back,” Prach said. 
“But there was no way back.”
   Even after several years in the United 
States, life did not get much easier for Prach 
and her family.
   “In 1953, my dad died of a stroke, so my 
mother and I were left alone,” Prach said. 
“We went forward and my mother worked 
at the hospital kitchen.”
   Prach and her mother then began working 
to learn the English language.
   “We took night classes for the language,” 
Prach said. “[And] I took a couple classes to 
help me get a job.”
   In 1954 Prach decided to look for a job. 
She went to Ford Motor Company and sat 
in their waiting room until they offered her 
a job. 
   “[They] said that the only thing they had 
for me was filing,” Prach said. “I’m very good 
at filing papers, so that’s how I got the job.”
   Prach worked for Ford for 40 years and 
retired in 1994. She then stayed at home for 
several years before starting work at Seaholm.
   “I stayed home with my mother because 

she had cancer and [when] she passed away 
I didn’t want to stay home,” Prach said. “I 
thought I had more to contribute than just 
a clean house.”
   Prach has been working at Seaholm for 
more than a decade now and has since 
adjusted to working with high school 
students.
   “I love them,” she said. 
   Though Prach has been working at Seaholm 
for longer than most, very few actually know 
the kind of life that she has lived.
   “It’s taken me 12 years of working with 
Eleanora to learn her history and all of the 
life happenings that she’s had,” assistant 
principal Deb Boyer said. “It’s just so 
amazing.”
   Even people who do not know her story 
find Prach to be a very remarkable woman.
               “She is probably one of the most 
incredible people I know,” science teacher 
Renee Moore said. “Not only in terms of her 
intellectual ability but her caring for other 
people and how some of it seems like an act 
but in real life she cares so deeply about all 
the students and about the staff.”
   Prach turned 80 years old on December 
28, 2010. 
   The surprise 80th birthday celebration that 
Boyer held in honor of Prach was held on 
Friday, December 17th during fifth hour. 
Boyer and other staff members felt that 
Prach deserved to be acknowledged for all 
that she does for Seaholm.
   “Somewhere in your life, somebody needs 
to recognize how much you contribute to 
the community,” Boyer said. “This seemed 
like the perfect time to recognize her.”

        
       SEE Eleanora / Pg. 6

Kit Kuhne
Staff Writer
Kkuhne@seaholmhighlander.com

Studies show that red pens 
affect how a teacher grades.

“These schools are 
ridiculously hard to 

get into.”
Senior Natalie Collins

   The emotional impact a failing grade has on 
a student can be difficult, but according to a 
number of Seaholm students and teachers, 
the color of pen used for grading can 
significantly impact a students’ self esteem. 
   A study in the European Journal of Social 
Psychology even claims that when teachers 
grade in red ink, they 
are more likely to spot 
errors on tests and 
quizzes, and to be 
harsher grading papers. 
   In the study, people 
were given either 
red or blue pens and 
asked to correct an 
assignment. It was 
shown that the people 
that were given red 
pens saw significantly 
more errors on the 
assignment than the people with the blue pen. 
   The red pen has been associated with 
being wrong. Certain teachers, including 
Spanish teacher Cathy Buch, have begun 
to use blue, green, and even purple pens 
to grade tests, quizzes, and homework. 
   Buch said grading in red is too harsh on students. 
   “I feel there is a negative association with 
red when it comes to grading,” Buch said. 
“Using other colors just seems friendlier.” 
   Buch has a personal reason for 
not using red ink while grading. 
   “When I was growing up all my teachers 
used red pen,” Buch said. “Every time 
I would get work back, and there was 
red all over it, and it looked like blood. 
It just left me scarred. So I choose to 
use other colors like green and purple.” 
   Other teachers see no problem in grading 
with just a plain red pen.
   English teacher David Reed-Nordwall 

said that the color of the pen doesn’t matter, 
but the observations are what count. 
   “It’s not the color of the pen, it’s 
the quality of the comments,” Reed-
Nordwall said. “If a negative comment is 
in green, blue, or red, it’s still negative.” 
   Other teachers have a different 
take on the use of red pens. 
   “I use a red pen because it’s the one color 
I know students are not going to do their 
homework in,” Economics teacher Mark 

Wicker said. 
   Students 
have different 
opinions about 
the color of pen 
used for grading. 
Some think it 
is not relevant, 
while others 
believe it can 
have a severe 
impact on their 
feeling towards 
their class, 

their work, and even their teacher. 
   “I do not like it when teachers use red to 
grade,” junior Erin Kavanaugh said. “It’s just 
a bunch of red ink - it looks like blood.” 
   Also, sophomore JP Tallent feels 
like the color of pen is too prejudiced. 
   “Red pen just feels harsh,” Tallent said. “Red, it 
just seems like blood: discouraging, and scary.”  
   Other students don’t care what color their 
work is graded in. Freshman Macey Krandall 
is unaffected by teacher’s pen color choices. 
   “I don’t really care what color 
ink it is,” Krandall said. “It’s ink, it 
shouldn’t matter. A grade is a grade.” 
   Some students assume that comments are 
only used to help them improve, regardless 
of color.
   “The color of pen just doesn’t matter,” senior 
Alex Walker said. “There is no difference in the 
color of pen. It’s still correcting your work no 
matter what.” 

Maddy Weinert
Lifestyles Editor 
Mweinert@seaholmhighlander.com

Eleanora Prach blows out her candles at her surprise 80th birthday celebration. that took place on Friday, December 17, 2010. Photo 
by Sidney Krandall. 

Red 
Alert

“I feel  there is a negative 
association with red when 
it comes to grading. Using 

other colors just seems 
friendlier.”

Spanish teacher Cathy Buch

   To many students, the most private aspect 
of high school is grades. In fact, it may be 
one of the only aspects of a high schooler’s 
life that is kept hidden from their peers. 
   Powerschool, which allows students and 
their parents to check grades online any day 
or time of the week, may be turning into 
an easy way for students’ grades to become 
public.
   It doesn’t take much to figure out a stu-
dent’s password, sophomore Jane Robinson* 
said. 
   “It is [the person’s] initials—first, middle, 
then last,” Robinson said. “A number follows 
it. If the person isn’t one of my friends and 
I don’t already know the number, I just use 
guess and check.” 
   Well known to students, the password is 
simply the student’s birthday. 
   There are a number of reasons students 
hack, Robinson said. 
   “I think people do it just to see if they can,” 
Robinson said. “And sometimes people do it 
to see if they did better than someone else 
on a test. 
   “I know of some people who hack into 
people’s Powerschools with low grades just to 
see how bad it is,” Robinson said.
   Some students, like Robinson, are hacking 
merely for the sake of doing it. 
   “I usually just do it to my friends, most 
of the time they are with me when I do it,” 
Robinson said.
   The invasion of privacy concerns junior 

Kaleigh Jerzykowski.
   “I would feel violated if someone hacked 
into my Powerschool and saw all of my 
grades,” Jerzykowski said. “I would be 
creeped out. Why would someone do that?”
    Junior Christy Wells agreed. 
    “It would bother me [if someone hacked 
into my Powerschool],” Wells said. “It should 
be a completely private thing.”
   The easily-accessible passwords are espe-
cially concerning to senior Abbie Genautis. 
   “Grades are personal,” Genautis said. “And 
to have a password system that allows almost 
anyone can get into your account is discom-
forting.”
    Seaholm Assistant Principal Deb Boyer 
said she was aware students were digging 
into their classmates’ information.
   “I hadn’t thought of it as hacking,” Boyer 
said. “I mean, I don’t really regard it as hack-
ing,  but yes – I’ve been aware that other kids 
are looking at Powerschool and looking at 
other kids’ grades.”
    Boyer said she has not dealt with any spe-
cific violators, but said that students who 
snoop into other Powerschool accounts face 
district-established policies for violating the 
district’s acceptable use agreement.
   Not everyone is worried, though, including 
junior Evan Nagridge.
   “Even if my grades were bad, I wouldn’t 
care if someone else saw them,” Nagridge 
said. 
   Grades are not the only thing that can 
be found on a Powerschool account. Class 
schedules, GPA, dropped classes, the stu-
dent’s full name and grade, absences, tardies, 

any teacher comments about the student, 
how many credit hours the student has re-
ceived, and the last time that account has 
been logged into are all available.
   “If someone is hacking in, and they have 
motives for that, I don’t want to know what 
they may do with all of that information,” 
Jerzykowski said. 
   Aside from being morally questionable, 
hacking Powerschools can potentially result 
in suspension.
   According to Seaholm Technology Op-
erational Assistant Robert Michon, hacking 
another student’s Powerschool account is a 
violation of the technology policy that every 
Seaholm student signed at the beginning of 
the year.
  “Consequences for doing this can vary 
from a warning to a suspension, depend-
ing on how many violations the student has 
had,” Michon said.
   Michon said Tech Services is working on 
changing the Powerschool situation to pro-
tect students’ privacy.
   “Tech Services is well aware that students are 
hacking into other students’ Powerschools,” 
Michon said. “Last I knew they were discuss-
ing what changes could be made.”

*Editor’s note: In the interest of full disclosure, 
the Highlander Online accidentally published 
the full Grade Point Averages of all 2009-
2010 Trimester 3 Honor Role students, for a 
12 hour span, Saturday, December 11, 2010. 
The mistake stemmed from a coding error in 
our Honor Role publishing application. Upon 
discovery, the entire honor roll application was 
immediately pulled from the site. Web usage re-
cords show that 16 web users viewed the mate-
rial during that period. The error was fixed. We 
apologize for this error.

Carolynn Gragg
Staff Writer
Cgragg@seaholmhighlander.com

Powerschool offers 
minimal protection

Celebrating  Eleanora

Usernames, passwords for 
online grades easy to hack
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   Junior Davis Frank* says that he knows what he is doing when he starts using 
prescription drugs to get high.
   “I’m pretty confident that I know what I’m getting myself into,” Frank said “ And I 
almost never have second thoughts about the drugs I’m doing.”
   Frank said that he predominately uses opiates to get high.
   “Morphine, Oxycodone, and Methodone as well as Vicodin.” Frank said.
Frank claims that even in Seaholm, he is not alone in these types of 
drug abuse.
   “I have quite a few accomplices that do the same or similar 
things,” Frank said “But in many ways I go above and beyond 
what my friends consider drug use.”
   This type of drug abuse is not completely common among 
Seaholm students. However, a form of prescription drug 
abuse that is just as dangerous as getting high, is unfortunately 
popular at Seaholm.
   “I usually use Adderall to study” said Sophomore Amy Ray* 
“I’m prescribed, but I probably take it more than I should.”
   Regardless of the drug abuser’s motive, whether to focus or to 
get high, both are equally as dangerous and addiciting.
   According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse, the 
definition of prescription drug abuse is when someone takes a 
medication that was prescribed for someone else or takes their 
own prescription in a manner or dosage other than what was 
prescribed.
   All prescription drugs are regulated by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) and are shown to have medical benefits 
when prescribed and taken exactly as directed by a health provider 
according to Abovetheinfluence.com.
   AbovetheInfluence.com also states that no matter what type of 
drug, if non-prescribed by a medical expert it is considered to be 
highly dangerous to one’s health.
   The National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) is a national 
program that not only funds and provides surveys, tracking drug 
abuse in America, but whose primary focus is to raise awareness 
on the dangers of abusing drugs.
   NIDA recently released statistics for prescription drug abuse 
in 2010, reporting that an estimated 20 percent of people in 
the United States have used prescription drugs for nonmedical 
reasons.
   According to Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America, 
Ttenage preventing prescription drug abuse is often difficult due to its many 
misconceptions, usually having to do with a lack of knowledge and misinformation on 
both the teen and parents’ part.
   A survey conducted in 2010 by Monitoring the Future reported that although the 
use of some illicit drugs such as heroin has decreased amongst teens over the past several 
years, it also reported that the abuse of prescription drugs has not only continued, but 
has raised drastically amongst teenagers.
   NIDA says that common teen abuses of prescription drugs are to get high, to help 
study and even to treat pain they may have.
   According to NIDA, abuse includes all of these popular uses, making them highly 

risky, both for health and legality.
In a recent release of federal data through The White House Office of National Drug 
Control Policy, Michigan currently plays one of the bigger roles in this popularized 
epidemic.
   The White House Office of National Drug Control Policy is recently recognizing the 
alarmingly high rate of teen prescription drug abuse in Michigan and urging parents to 
take part in preventing such dangerous habits.
   Michigan is one of the leading prescription drug abuse capitals of the nation, with an 
astounding 12 percent of prescription drug abusing teens.
   According to numerous national drug administrations, on both national and state 

levels prescription drug abuse is a rapidly evolving concern, but on an even 
more specified scale, the abuse of prescription drug amongst teens 

can be observed lurking in the Birmingham community.
   Teens feel like they have their prescription drug abuse under 
control when, in reality, they know little about the drugs they 
are taking according to CADCA.
   Depressants, which includes prescription drugs like Xanax, 
Valium and any sleeping medication, have very severe side 

affects that can even slow down heart rate and lead to death in 
some cases, according to NIDA.
   NIDA also reports that anyone who is hooked on depressants, 
and stops taking them at a certain time without medical 
supervision is at high risk of a seizure.
   Opioids, like Oxycodone and Vicodin, are typically prescribed 
to reduce pain according to neurotransmitter.com.
   However when these drugs are misused they can have such 
affects as constant drowsiness, constipation and slowed breathing 
according to drugs.com.
   Stimulants, like Ritalin and Adderall, which are commonly 
misused amongst teens for studying and focus purposes, can 
frequently have such side effects on heart rate that when addicted 
to them, or when simply using them occasionally, can be fatal 
according to NIDA.
   NIDA reports that all of these prescription medications, when 
mishandled in one form or another, can lead to death.
   Americans have recognized their own prescription drug abuse 
and addiction, and have made great attempts to quit, according to 
a new release of federal data.
   In 2010 the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration reported that the amount of people seeking help 
towards their prescription drug abuse and addiction in between 
1998 and 2008 took a major leap to 400 percent.
   Even at Seaholm students such as Sophomore Nicolas Haag are 

seeing the dangers of drug abuse, and speaking out against it.
   “[Abusing] Ritalin is really stupid,” Haag said “ In my opinion it 

shouldn’t even be prescribed because it is so easy to get addicted to. But to just take it 
[non-prescribed], is just dumb.”
   However, there are still many students in our community who are still not 
recognizing the dangers of abuse and believe that there will be no negative consequences 
to match their choices.
   “I have never considered getting help, ever,” Frank said “I know what I’m getting 
myself into.”

*Editor’s Note: Names have been withheld by the editor.

RxHighRisk
Austin Filbin
Deputy News Editor
Afilbin@seaholmhighlander.com

   Tuesday lunches are a very exciting time for many 
Birmingham upperclassmen. 
   At the door of the Beverly Hills United Methodist 
Church, each and every student is greeted by Reverend 
Chad Oyer.
   Oyer has made it his personal goal to welcome 
everyone who comes to “Hungry.”
   For the past two years, Hungry has been feeding 
Groves and Seaholm students for free every Tuesday. 
From its humble beginnings of only 8 students, 
hungry? has expanded to a ritual for more than 100 
students each for lunch each Tuesday.
   Walking into the church hall, the sure sounds of 
a good time can be heard throughout the building. 
Music plays, people talk and laugh. At the bottom 
of the stairs to the makeshift cafeteria, people are 
everywhere. People eating together pack the tight rows 
of tables. People with black t-shirts adorned with the 
hungry? logo run around preparing food, refilling 
waters, passing out free shirts or even just stopping to 
chat with the students.
   As the lunch period comes to a close, Oyer stands 
up and the room becomes silent. He announces how 
many people came that week and introduces the staff 
who makes the food. Before he even finishes asking 
for a round of applause for the cooks, the basement 
is flooded with appreciation. Students stream out, 
almost stumbling back to school, drowsy as their 
bodies process the massive amounts of free food they 
just consumed.
   Hungry has a four week rotation of pancakes, sub 
style sandwiches, hot sandwiches, and “Mexican Day.” 
All meals are completely handmade by Chef Mike 
Bouque. 
   Vegetarians should also feel welcome, because Bouque 
makes sure that each week has a meat-alternative.
   While the food choices may lack variety, students 
believe it certainly makes up for it in taste.
   “I think it’s good. It’s accessible and it’s easy to get 
to,” senior James Ruby said. “The food is quality, its 
delectable.”
   Bouque takes the food at hungry? very seriously. 
   Each Monday he goes and buys top quality, fresh 
ingredients and prepares them for the slew of hungry 
students.
   For some, even the promise of free food is not enough 
to draw them in. Senior Brian Jolly feels strongly about 
hungry?, however it is not because he likes it.
   “[I don’t go there] because it’s ratty,” Jolly said. “A 
bunch of rats go there. The food is grimy, and the 
overall presentation is poor.” 
   The idea of free food turns some away just by 
principle. A BHUMC sermon found on the church’s 
website quotes another two skeptical students. “A free 
lunch – where is the catch?” “In a church there has to 
be a catch!”
   The same sermon also states that Oyer spoke to a girl 
who was expecting them to lock the doors and begin 
preaching after the meal. 
   But Pastor David Huseltine explains that there is no 
hidden agenda 
   “The ministry is about satisfying one hunger, but it 
is planting seeds for taking care of a deeper hunger.” 
  While this agenda is obvious, students can attend 
hungry? without fear of a sermon. 
  Huseltine explains that hungry? partially came about 
because of the recent book UnChristian which argues 
that the familiar pattern  in which young people 
would distance themselves from church activities in 
high school and then return once they begin having 
families is gone. 
   “Young people are not driven away by indifference, 
but hostility, even resentment towards Christianity,” 
Huseltine said. 
  The book says that students see Christianity anti-
homosexual, judgmental and hypocritical.
  For the leaders at the Birmingham and Beverly Hills 
United Methodist Churches Hungry was the answer 
to combating this negative attitude.
   “Why do we have Hungry?  It’s about changing 
perceptions.  It’s about those students that come to 
Hungry having a positive experience with Christians 
and the church,” Huseltine said.   
  After the lunch Oyer thanks each student who came 
with a hi-five and a heartfelt smile. As the students 
leave, he goes back down into the church and begins 
helping clean up with the other community volunteers. 
   “We aren’t trying to sell something here,” Oyer said. 
“We just want to build a bridge … We have made a 
place where everyone can come together.”

Faith and 
Free Food

Sam Anderson
Staff Writer
Sanderson@seaholmhighlander.com

Reverend and Youth Leader Chad Oyer. 
Photo by Sidney Krandall

   The celebration included hundreds of students gathered 
in the gym as the band and orchestra played “Happy 
Birthday.”
   Prach was presented with a cake, balloons from The 
Maple Tree, a flower arrangement from the athletic 
department, and a gift from the PTSA. 
   Thought the celebration was meant to be a total surprise 
to Prach, she had an inkling of what was happening.
   “Kids were constantly yelling ‘Happy Birthday’ so I 
knew something was going on,” Prach admitted.
   Many people do not realize all that Prach does around 
Seaholm on a daily basis. 
   “Her primary job is to monitor detentions and lunches,” 
Boyer said. 
   More realistically, she keeps the school running.  
  “I think she is underestimated in what she does,” Moore 
said. “I think she’s the glue that keeps a lot of us together.”
  Some of the other tasks that Prach carries out regularly 
include ordering supplies, restocks medical supplies, 
keeping track of book fines, working in the book room, 
and helping out in the assistant principal office. 
   “Every tri[mester] I go through all the lockers and make 
sure that they have locks,” Prach said. “Empty ones are 
bolted and if there’s a strange lock, we cut it off. There are 
about 1200 locks, which I flip over and make sure that 
it’s our school lock.”
   After Prach finishes working in the offices, she frequently 
works for the athletic department selling tickets for 
sporting events. When she is not selling tickets, Prach still 
attends events regularly.
“Even after I sell tickets, I always go in and watch the 
game,” Prach said. “I love the kids and I harass them 
[when they don’t have their ID cards.]”
   Boyer believes Prach’s disposition is what makes her 
shine throughout the Seaholm community.
   “She can be a little gruff sometimes,” Boyer said. “[But] 
she has a heart of gold.”

Eleanora
cont. from page 5

Eleanora is escorted into the surprise assembly that was 
held in her honor. Photo by Sidney Krandall. 

248-433-0800
ORDER ONLINE:  at paparomanos.com
At the corner of Maple & Cranbrook

Hey clubs: call and ask us about or Seaholm group 
specials

Lunch Combo #2
- 1/2 order mostaccioli
-  12 oz can of pop

$5

Just 5 minutes 
away for $5!

School Specials
+ tax

$5
+ tax

Lunch Combo #4
-1/2 Order of Bambino Bread
- 12 oz can of pop

Lunch Combo #3
-1 Bambino, 1 topping pizza
-12 oz can of pop

$5
+ tax

Lunch Combo #1
- 2 slices of pizza
-  12 oz can of pop

$5
+ tax



Senior Shawn Conway catches a pass. Photo by: 
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Based in Birmingham, 
we make moving easy!
-- Full Service
-- Residential Relocation
-- Commercial Relocation

Owned and operated by Seaholm 
Class of 2009 Alum

Contact: Cameron Schea
248-805-1063

Licensed and Insured

www.silverbackmoving.com

Not Enough in the End

   More than two years after the new Seaholm pool was 
completed, the Maples’ swimming record board is still 
nowhere to be found. 
   When the new pool was built, the record boards were 
never put back up for the men’s and women’s swim teams. 
According to Athletic Director Aaron Frank, though, 
that should change soon.
   Frank explained that it was harder than was first thought 
to be. This proved to be true when the pool at Groves did 
not turn out as planned.
   “The record boards at Groves had a company come 
out and do them and had them do it in the biggest font 
they could and they are unreadable,” Frank said. “The 
problem is the distance from the far wall to the bleachers 
and being able to read it.”
   To fix this problem, Frank has been working hard with 
Robotics teacher Bernie Simms. They decided to hand 
make the signs so that they will be big and readable. 
   “I’m working with Mr. Simms and he actually helped 
me change the font,” Frank said. “We are going to print 
our own and install them.” 
   Simms described the material that was used to make the 
new record boards.
   “It is a vinyl material,” Simms said. “It will be a lot easier 
to read than before.”
   Senior swimmer Maddie Nichols is disappointed with 
the missing record boards. She has been waiting for the 
boards for over two years now and is getting restless.
   “I hate it,” Nichols said. “Not having record boards 
gives us no goal times to break, and for the people that 
have broken records, they will never be able to have their 
name recognized.”
   Senior swimmer Spencer Rogers has become too famil-
iar with the situation to be mad about it.
   “It would be nice to have the boards, but I kind of got 
used to it,” Rogers said. “The guys want it up though to 
fill the blank space on the wall.”
   Nichols dismissed Frank’s claim that the board will be 
installed soon. 
   “No,” Nichols said. “He has been saying that for the 
past three years.”
   Rogers was more satisfied with the news.
   “It makes me feel better,” Rogers said. “But I know the 
guys still want them up.”
   Simms does not think the swimmers should be mad 
about the boards not being up yet, but excitedly wait 
their arrival.
   “We are doing something that we hope to make the 
fans happier,” Simms said. “We could pay millions of 
dollars and have a video board up there. Instead we stayed 
within a reasonable budget and worked hard to make the 
boards nice and readable.”
  Frank plans on having them up shortly and never 
thought the situation would take as long as it has. 
   “It’s taking longer than I wanted it to,” Frank said. “We 
should have them up already. We don’t, but they should 
be up soon.”

AD: New Swim 
Record Board
To Go Up Soon
Trey Wanicke
Advertising Editor
Twanicke@seaholmhighlander.com

Seriously funny, seriously good

    Few people discover their talent by goofing off.
    Tommy Fink just may be the exception.
    Fink, a returning letterman on the Seaholm Diving 
team, learned his recreational dives at Forest Hills Swim 
Club were actually pretty good.   
   “I never had any formal experience [before Seaholm div-
ing],” Fink stated. “I enjoyed jumping off diving boards at 
the swim club. I never had any lessons, or actually tried. I 
just messed around.” 
    But now that Fink dives for the team at Seaholm, there 
is no messing around in this regard. 
   “It’s actually a bigger commitment than most people 
think,” Fink said. “Three hour practices every day, pret-
ty long.  It’s fun, though. [There’s] a lot of diving to be 
done.” 
   Fink also sees a cosmetic benefit to diving.
   “There’s a lot of cardio,” Fink said. “A lot of ab work, so 
I can get those washboard abs.” 
   Despite his humorous approach, Fink – who finished 
eighth in the league last season – is seriously good.
  “Tommy Fink is our number one diver,” first year diving 
coach, Chalmers McGillivray said.
  Fink’s easy-going attitude is an advantage.
    “The kid’s pretty goofy, but I like him a lot,” McGil-
livray said. “He’s good to have in practice. You need kind 
of a positive attitude like that with this kind of sport. “It’s 

so mentally demanding, you need somebody that’s gonna 
make it fun. Especially if you’re having one of those days 
where all you do is smack.”
   Smacking – the term divers use for missing a dive – can 
get into a diver’s head.
   “Trying to get up there and do a new dive, it’s actu-
ally kind of scary. You go, gotta prep yourself and if you 
smack it really hurts,” Fink said. 
   The sport requires both physical and mental strength. 
During the meets, divers are judged based upon the hur-
dle, mechanics, and the entry of the dive. 
   “It’s more mental than physical, I believe,” Fink said. 
   Fink, a junior, is the oldest on a team full of sophomores 
and freshmen. 
   Freshman teammate Evan Helfrich said Fink is an asset. 
   “He is one of the leaders of the team,” Helfrich said. 
    Now that the team is into their season, they’re working 
on their dives at every practice, which means  there is not 
as much physical conditioning to be done.
    “[We’re] doing every dive we know every day,” McGilli-
vray stated.  “At the beginning of the season it’s a lot more 
kind of grueling, boring mechanics. A lot of jumps, not 
really doing any dives. A lot of conditioning. But now, 
we’re starting to get into the swing of things and we’re 
starting to do our hard dives.” 
     Fink’s last meet was at the Lakeview Battle Creek Tour-
nament where he scored 275, finishing eighth. 
     Overall, Fink said he is proud to be a diver.
    “I enjoy doing the stuff I do,” Fink stated. 
    McGillivray said the team is talented. 
    “I’m excited to see where they go,” McGillivray said. 

Swimmer’s heartfelt return

Meghan Dooley
Sports Editor
Mdooley@seaholmhighlander.com

Fink jumps while practicing a dive. 
Photo by: Sidney Krandall 

Maniaci smiles  for the camera before practice. 
Photo by: Sidney Krandall 

   The Maples’ inexperience in late game situations cost 
them their fourth straight loss in Monday’s 64-57 bout 
with Berkley.
   The game was competitive from the beginning, with 
multiple lead changes in the first quarter.  
   Poor shooting allowed Berkley to pull away a little going 
into the second half with a 27-23 lead.
   The second half was a lot of the same for Seaholm, able 
to keep it close but unable to get over the hump. 
   The Maples’ transition defense was lackluster, allowing 
Berkley to score easy buckets after every Seaholm basket 
made, taking away any momentum.
   Seaholm was outscored by two points in the third quar-
ter and one point in the fourth quarter, resulting in the 
64-57 loss.

    “Our inexperience cost us another game,” head coach 
Jose Andrades said. “We’re very close and we’re working 
hard.   Soon enough we’ll get it and start winning some 
games.”
    Senior co-captain Matt Lindsey believes that the Ma-
ples can turn their season around.
   “We need to keep working harder in practices and show 
our full potential in these next games,” Lindsey said.
   Shawn Conway did everything he could to keep in Ma-
ples in the game, dropping 27 points, to lead all scorers.  
Matt Lindsey also reached double-digits, contributing 10 
points for Seaholm.

Troy 49, Seaholm 47 (Fri, Jan 7)
   The varsity basketball team’s inability to close games 
out, resulted in another close loss, as Seaholm fell to Troy 
High by a score of 49-47.
   The Maples started off hot, taking the early lead thanks 
to the three-point shooting of Christian Pino.
Seaholm was 18-11 at the close of the first quarter but 
quickly cooled off, allowing Troy to put together a run 
of their own.
   Troy outscored Seaholm 20-5 in the second quarter, 
primarily thanks to star player James Young, who scored 
12 points in the first half.
   At halftime, Seaholm made key defensive adjustments, 
holding Troy to only two points in the third quarter, 
spurting a 12-2 run by the Maples.
   Holding James Young to only four points in the second 
half was crucial to the Maple’s run.
   “We were able to take him out of the game,” senior co-
captain Bradley White said.
   Despite their efforts, Seaholm eventually fell short, los-
ing by only two points at Troy.
   Senior co-captain Matt Lindsey blamed the loss on the 
team’s inability to make the easy ones.  
   “Layups were the key,” Lindsey said. “We practiced la-
yups all day, so looking forward we’ll be able to make 
those easy shots.”
   Despite the loss, White saw some positive aspects in 
their play.  
   “We played well as a team, and as long as we keep play-
ing as a team, we’ll be successful,” White said.
   Christian Pino led all scorers with 18 points, including 
four three pointers for Seaholm.  Lindsey also pitched in 
recording a double-double with 10 points 11 rebounds, 
followed by Shawn Conway contributing 10 points and 
9 rebounds.      

Blake Keaton
Staff Writer 
Bkeaton@seaholmhighlander.com

   Swimming and water polo are known as two of the 
most grueling sports there are, but senior water polo 
captain Matt Maniaci was able to conquer both after a 
major setback that would stop many.

   Maniaci was plagued with Pectus Carinatum, an 
overgrowth of the cartilage around the sternum, 
according to Maniaci’s mother, Liz Maniaci, and had to 
have surgery the summer of 2009.
   “They actually cracked his chest, cracked his sternum, 
and cut all the excess cartilage out of there, and then had 
to weave the bones back together, and sew him back up,”  
Liz Maniaci said.
   Though the surgery was somewhat dangerous, the 
Maniaci family thought it was best for Matt’s future.
   “[Pectus Carinatum] caused breathing difficulties,” said 
Liz Maniaci. “He could not expand his lungs to the full 
capacity. That was one of the reasons he chose to have it 
done.”
   The surgery was going to keep him off his feet for a 
couple months, but Liz Maniaci said that Matt’s hard 
work was what made the difference.
   “He pretty much had to be on the bench for the first 
part of the water polo season, until about the end of 
September,”  Liz Maniaci said. “It doesn’t take long to get 
out of shape, but it takes a whole lot longer to get back 
into shape, so he was motivated to get back into shape as 
fast as he could.”
   Maniaci’s hard work paid off, because his coaches 
maintain he was back to mid-season form in no time.
   “His work ethic definitely helps,” Head water polo 
coach Chalmers McGillivray said. “I think he leads by 
example. One game against Troy he took the reigns and 
helped us pull ahead and had six goals that game.”
   Head swimming coach Tom Wiley had the same 
feelings towards  Maniaci as McGillivray.
   “It doesn’t seem like he missed a beat,”  Wiley said. “He 
had the surgery and seemed to be fully recovered by the 
time swimming season started, I actually had forgotten 

about it.”
   Though his coaches downplayed the surgery, Maniaci 
said it was a grueling experience.
   “It was a four hour surgery, a week in intensive care, a 
week in the regular hospital,”  Maniaci said. “No physical 
activity for like three months.”
   After enduring a surgery like that, Maniaci was worried 
about his performance in swimming and water polo.
   “I thought I was gonna be in really bad shape for 
swimming, and I thought I was gonna be really bad at 
polo,” said Maniaci.
   According to Maniaci teammates this was not the case.
   “He came off the surgery pretty well,” said senior Jim 
LaFave. “He was optimistic and played well that year.”
    

Jeff Butler 
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com

Fink’s upbeat attitude 
brings a positive vibe.
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Briefs

Boys Wrestling

Top Performer: Cameron Brady 
Record: 3-1
Quote: “The team has much new talent and is work-
ing hard,” junior Ryan Law
Last Score: Bishop Foley tournament placed first
Upcoming: Jan 20 @ Lutheran Westland 

 Boys Swimming

Top Performer: Jack Howard
Record: 4-0
Quote: “I am going to miss being part of the team, we 
are really coming together though,” junior Neal Page
Last Score: Win v. Berkley
Upcoming: Jan 20 v. Troy 

Boys Varsity Basketball

Top Performer: Matt Lindsey
Record: 2-5
Quote: “Need to learn how to win the close games,” 
senior point guard Braden Geraldo
Last Score: Lost [64-56] v. Berkley
Upcoming: Jan 13 v. Avondale

Boys JV Basketball

Top Performer: Brett Houghton
Record: 3-4
Quote: “After another heart-wrenching road loss, we 
look to stay focused and hungry to turn the season 
around,” sophomore forward Tommy Scheidt
Last Score: Win v. Berkley
Upcoming: Jan 13 v. Avondale

Boys Freshman Basketball

Top Performer: Aaron Collins
Record: 4-2
Quote:  “We are going to be exciting this year,” sopho-
more guard Matt Almeranti
Last Score: Win v. Berkley
Upcoming: Jan 13 @ Avondale

BU Hockey

Top Performer: John Quay
Record: 4-6
Quote: “We have started to play hard fought battles 
on the ice and begun to turn our season around,” ju-
nior goalie Spencer Whitehead
Last Score: Win v. Milford [5-0]
Upcoming:  Jan 14 @ Hartland

Skating

Top Performer: Abbey Dutke
Quote: “Skating team is awesome. I’ve made so many 
new friends,” junior Alex Cook
Last Score:  5th Place for the A team @ Royal Oak
 Upcoming: Jan 13 @ Troy

Varsity Girls Basketball

Top Performer: Erin Neuenfeldt
Record: 1-5
Quote: “The team has so much fun together and we 
work so hard,” junior forward Lauren Yousif
Last Score: Win v. Hazel Park 46-37
Upcoming:  Jan 14 v. Farmington

JV Girls Basketball

Top Performer: Kaija Pack
Record: 4-3
Quote: “Life is either a daring adventure or nothing,” 
sophomore guard Hannah Sheppard on the team’s 
outlook
Last Score: Win v. Hazel Park [27-22]
Upcoming: Jan 14 v. Farmington

Wrestling team moves 
on without Hessling

Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com

  For the past 19 years, on any given wrestling Satur-
day, it wasn’t unusual to see Seaholm’s ultimate wres-
tling advocate literally go to the mat for his athletes.
  During a match, if a ref missed a call, Mike Hes-
sling would hop up from his seat, run to the wrestling 
mat, and let the referee know exactly what point was 
missed.  
  This season, the wrestling room is a little quieter.
  Hessling, the fiery and well-respected wrestling head 
coach died of a last summer of a heart attack. He was 
54. 
  “It was a hard loss for the whole team,” Seaholm se-
nior wrestler Kevin Covey said. “But we are all work-
ing to the best of our abilities to try and make him 
proud.”
   Though he hasn’t been with the team this season, his 
influence has.
   “But it’s not all sad,” Covey said. “Coach Hess made 
a lasting impression on every one of his wrestlers and 
has given us an extra motivation for this year.”
   This season practice is a little bit quieter, but the mo-
tivation is still there. The team spends two and a half 
hours every day putting in their hard work. Seemingly 
endless drilling, learning new wrestling techniques 
and positions like the Russian arm throw – which the 
team learned on Monday – are all part of the prepara-
tion for the next meet. 
     And then there’s the conditioning.
     “We run for ten minutes around the school before 
the actual wrestling and conditioning after as well for 
the last half hour,” junior Cameron Brady said.
     “What gets the team through it all is our high en-
ergy level and positive attitude,” junior Wrestler Ryan 
Law said. 
     Even after his passing, Hessling’s demand for work 
ethic and his reputation are still earning recognition.
     “The OAA is honoring him at our next meet and 
the team shirts feature his initials on the sleeve,” soph-
omore wrestler Erik Adams said. 

     Taking over the head coaching duties is Derby 
teacher and former co-coach Neil Tuomi.    
     Years ago, Tuomi and Hess were rivals, but af-
ter Tuomi was offered a spot on the coaching staff in 
early 1990’s the two became close friends.  Most of the 
wrestlers on the team have known Tuomi for years, 
and he was already a crowd favorite among the wres-
tling community here at Seaholm. 
     “Coach Tuomi is a great guy and I’m really excited 
that he’s our new head coach,” senior wrestler Ben 
Zemach said. “Seaholm really made a great decision 
by making him the full time head coach instead of 
bringing someone in completely new.”  
    Tuomi has deep roots in wrestling and seems to 
have a way with making connections with his wres-
tlers that’s making this year’s situation much easier. 
     “He’s just a great guy,” said Zemach.
     “I’m a coach by the books and a little more strict 
than Hess but for the most part we did things pretty 
much the same.” Tuomi said.
    Senior wrestler Kyle Freidman said Tuomi’s ap-
proach works well with the team.
    “Coach Tuomi is an experienced coach and he’s very 
straight-forward,” senior wrestler Kyle Freidman said. 
    Tuomi also is getting some help coaching from for-
mer Seaholm wrestling greats Ben Lehr and Jim Got-
shall and leadership from upperclassmen like four year 
letterman Covey and juniors Law, Brady, Sam Corey 
and Nolan McPartlin.  
    Freshman wrestlers Silas Klarr and Chris Sarkisian 
also appreciate Tuomi’s approach.
     “He’s the coolest guy ever,” Klarr said.
     The biggest challenge for the 2010-2011 wrestling 
team is that they are very small in size this year. 
   “We don’t have any big guys from the football team,” 
Tuomi said. “All our big guys  171, 189, 215  the 
heavy are all brand new guys, first year seniors.” 
    This has not hurt the team too much this year. Their 
overall meet record is 3-1. 
    “We have to win a lot of matches and we have make 
up for it with our other weights,” Tuomi said. “But 
those guys are trying so hard.”  

Jack Apap
Staff Writer
Japap@seaholmhighlander.com

Senior Kevin Covey leads the varsity wrestling team as they move past the July death of former coach Mike Hessling.

Freshman wrestler Silas Klarr was given a taste of var-
sity wrestling and now wants more. 
   On and off during this season, Klarr has wrestled to 
the top position for the 145 weight lbs class, qualify-
ing him to wrestle varsity matches. 
Throughout the next two months, Klarr was able to 
rack up one win in junior varsity, two more on varsity, 
and three varsity losses while gaining quality experi-
ence along the way. 
   “He’s had some tough matches, but he’s keeping 
a positive attitude and it reflects well for the whole 
team,” senior varsity wrestler Kevin Covey said.
Klarr was not the only freshman that had wrestled 
varsity in 2010.
    John Haddad also pulled his own weight on varsity. 
Even though Haddad has had no previous experience 
in wrestling before high school, he has held onto his 
spot the entire year in the 103-pound weight class and 
had been able to wrestle at every varsity match. 
Wrestling on the varsity team has been a building ex-
perience for Haddad.

   “My first match, when I got wrecked, was kinda 
a wakeup call and I realized what a match would be 
like and I started working how I thought it would be 
in a match and I started doing a lot better and then I 
pinned the next few guys,” Haddad said.
Haddad did not work up to that point with ease, but 
through constant hard work, never missing a match 
or a practice. 
   “I’ve never seen a freshman with that kind of disci-
pline,” head coach Neil Tuomi said.
Staying in the 103-weight class is a very demanding 
and difficult task.
   “He’s made weight every time which is tough for 
103 pounders,” Covey said.
   This year’s other freshman wrestlers are Chris Sarki-
sian, Shane Brady, Reed Cortright, Anthony Saadat-
joo, Richard Righter and Bartosz Noga.
   With all these new recruits, the wrestling team had 
an abundance of potential to use for the next few 
years. According to Tuomi, he sees a bright future for 
the freshmen wrestlers. 
“They’re kind of the building blocks for the next cou-
ple years. We won’t be state champs but we’ll be close 
because of those guys,” Tuomi said.

Graham Gettel
Staff Writer
Ggettel@seaholmhighlander.com

Freshmen add new dimension to team

   The Seaholm football program has found their leading 
man.
   Seaholm announced offensive coordinator Nick Deane 
will replace Chris Fahr as Seaholm’s head football coach.
   “I’m very excited for the future of the program, he’s a 
tremendous leader, he has all the characteristics that we 
were looking for in our next head coach,” Seaholm Ath-
letic Director Aaron Frank said. 
   Frank believed Deane’s credentials were impressive.
   

“He’s got a wealth of experience, he has a good handle 
and understanding of the Seaholm community, he’s pas-
sionate about football, he’s assembled a first rate coaching 
staff, a team of coaches,” said Frank. “It’s gonna mean 
great things for our football program and for our school 
community.”
   Deane was excited about the prospect of being Seaholm’s 
head coach.
   “I’m very humbled and very excited about the opportu-
nity to coach at Seaholm, it’s a wonderful place to be and 
a wonderful place to coach,” Deane told The Highlander. 
“I’m looking forward to the opportunity.”
   Returning players are very excited at the prospect of 
playing for a coach familiar with the system.
   “Personally I love [the hiring of Deane] he’s been in our 
program the last two years, he’s worked with our class a 
ton,” junior quarterback John Glazier said. “We know his 
offense well, he’s a great leader, and a great guy to con-
tinue our program and bring us back to success.”

Football 
team 
names 
new 
coach

“I’m very excited for the 
future of the program, he’s 
a tremendous leader, he has 
all the characteristics that 

we were looking for in our 
next head coach.”

Aaron Frank
Athletic Director

Conway’s plans 
still unchanged 

Deane (left) replaces Chris Fahr as the football head coach.
Photo by Sidney Krandall

Jeff Butler
Opinion Editor
Jbutler@seaholmhighlander.com

Adam Banchiu
Opinion Editor
Abanchiu@seaholmhighlander.com

   The dream wasn’t playing for Rich Rodriguez, it was to 
play for the University of Michigan.
   That was senior Shawn Conway’s reaction to Wednes-
day’s firing of Michigan head football coach Rich Rodri-
guez.
   Conway said he still hopes to one day play in Ann Ar-
bor, despite the coaching change.
   “I’m not sure what my status is with the next coach, but 
I do have other options,” Conway, a wide receiver recruit 
who was offered a scholarship by Rodriguez as a junior 
said. “I still want to go to Michigan one day.” 
   Conway still has to get through a year of junior college 
football before being able to make his dream come true. 
   Conway’s announcement runs contrary to the moves of 
other Rich Rodriguez recruits.
   Players across the country are already cutting ties with 
Michigan. 
   One player, running back Demetrius Hart (Rivals.com 
#17 overall recruit), reportedly decided to decommit just 
from rumors of Rodriguez’ termination. 

Follow Seaholm sports on
@highlandermaple
Get scores, updates and quotes 
from all of the biggest games 

   The girls’ varsity volleyball team excels both on the 
court and academically.
   After the first trimester grades came out, the team was 
recognized among the top academic teams in the state.
   This is the team’s second time in three years to be recog-
nized as achieving academic superiority.
   To qualify for the MIVCA team awards, each member 
of the varsity team must have a combined grade-point 
average of 3.3 or higher. The teams must have an overall 
team GPA of 3.75 or higher.
   In 2008 Seaholm earned the top spot with an average 
GPA of 3.89.  In 2010 Seaholm ranked second among 
the other teams in the state with an overall GPA of 3.99. 
   Seniors Alex Gothard and Nicole Sarvis were named to 
the Academic All-State team. 
    “I’m glad that the team got the Academic Award once 
again because not only do we work hard on the court, but 
off the court as well,” Gothard said. 

Volleyball team 
recognized 
for academic 
achievements
Gothard, Sarvis named to 
Academic All-State team
Annie Stenback
Deputy Lifestyles Editor
Astenback@seaholmhighlander.com

Photo by Annie Stenback

Despite having no previous experience, freshman John Haddad has made an impact on the team. Photo by Sidney Krandall
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